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Thoughts for the Road
Spring marches northward, perfectly in step in a parade
that goes all the way to Alaska.

H

er arrival here in Texas is first announced by
lavender blossoms on saucer magnolia trees.
Close on its heels is the white tablecloth of
blossoms that cover the dogwood and the small
rose-purple clusters of redbud trees. Then comes a
ripple of bursting buds that cover bare branches until,
almost overnight, the woods are transformed with
sprouting green leaves.
Spring creeps along the Texas roadsides ankle-deep
in multi-colored wildflowers. It splashes waist-high in
brilliant pink, white and red azalea bushes that decorate
yards. As spring moves forward with head held high,
birds we’ve not seen all winter herald her coming,
providing the music by which she marches.
Spring is God’s annual promise that the cycle of life
goes on. Animals know it. Birds know it. Flowers and
trees know it. It is only we humans, creatures given the
power to think, who seem to have doubts. We use our
gift of reason to worry about our future and our own
inevitable end. In the stillness of night, we worry about
things over which we have no control. Most of all, we
worry that we might not be able to follow the blueprint
we have drawn of what we want our life to be. Sometimes we are so programmed into how we think things
should be and how we want them to be that we cannot
enjoy what is.

It’s true that some of us may be dead before the trees
we plant are mature enough to provide shade to park
under. Shade isn’t the only value of trees. There is the
pride we have in watching and helping them grow. There
is the enjoyment of watching them blossom and leaf
and bear fruit. There is satisfaction in knowing the tree
we plant and nurture will provide shade for those who
inherit the earth after we are gone.
That is the way life works. When one door is closed in
our face, another is opened, but we will not see it unless we
look beyond our tears. We must overcome that destructive feeling that says, if it can’t be done exactly the way we
drew it on the blueprint, we don’t want to do it at all.
Conditions may change your plans. Circumstances
may force you to take a different path. But only you can
change the dream.
No matter how thick the fog that obscures our
present view, we know the fog will lift. The sun is still
there even if it is completely hidden by the storm clouds
of today. Day always follows night and spring always
follows winter.
Spring is a reminder that we can have faith in these
things. In some of life’s circumstances, faith is all we
have, but faith is all we need.
Have faith that love and caring will always dominate
over hatred and brutality. Have faith in yourself and in
your ability to meet whatever challenges life presents.
And, most of all, have faith that you will achieve your
dream, whatever it may be.
An Excerpt from Kay Peterson’s Editorial
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN ESCAPEES MAGAZINE
MARCH/APRIL 1991, ESCAPEES.COM/ABOUTUS
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“Sometimes it’s the only
way to ground ourselves and shut out the
stressful chatter of life’s
unwanted noise.”
Spring is in the air and RVs,
big and small, are rolling out all
across the country to destinations unknown. With the spirit of
the season, we keep our heads
held high and our thoughts positive with the anticipation of
brighter days ahead when we can
gather together again and share
those healing Escapees hugs and
handshakes.
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The Escapees magazine team, and other
departments within the club, are working
hard to bring you up-to-date, valuable
information so you can stay on the road
living your best RV life.
Although these unprecedented times have
been a challenge for some, our group of
resourceful RVers have managed to make the
most of difficult days. Through communicating remotely and gathering in small groups
safely, as expected, Escapees have managed
to thrive and make lemonade out of life’s
lemons that come our way.
With mother nature offering so many
off-road adventures and sights to see, there
is a never-ending list of destination spots
to explore. Even though we must keep our
distance from each other, I hope you’ve taken
the time to head out on the trail less traveled
and see the beauty and bounty that nature
has to offer. Sometimes it’s the only way to
ground ourselves and shut out the stressful
chatter of life’s unwanted noise.
I wish you all happy travels and successful
endeavors as you take to the highways and
byways this spring.
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Emily Fagan #99408 took this
unique photo while camping
under the stars at Fish Lake,
Utah.” She said, “Using a long
exposure on my camera, I captured the heavens appearing to
rotate around the North Star
above our trailer.
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Movie Road, a historical 17-mile
stretch of road off Highway
395 in Lone Pine, California, has
been the setting for over 400
movies, plus many TV shows
and commercials.
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RV Gadget Box

WAGGLE RV PET
TEMPERATURE
MONITOR

Waggle RV Pet
Temperature Monitor
MSRP: $199–$299, depending on options.
Subscription plan: $20 per month or
$12.50 per month if purchased annually
www.mywaggle.com

By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

Magazine

If you worry about your pet’s safety and comfort
when you need to leave them alone in your RV,
well, here’s a gadget that will help to calm your
fears. The Waggle RV Pet Temperature Monitor
works with an app on your cell phone. It monitors
the temperature inside your RV and alerts you if it
exceeds set-points you’ve programmed into it.
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R

Vs typically aren’t well insulated and, over
the years, I’ve heard sad stories about folks who
left their pets in their rig in an RV park on a hot
summer day with the air conditioning running.
During a day of hiking or exploring, the power went off,
or the A/C failed, and the temperature rose inside the
RV until it was dangerous or fatal to the pets left inside.
The Waggle monitor protects your pets by monitoring
the temperature, humidity and heat index in real time
and alerts you via e-mail, text or app when there is a
problem. It also monitors the A/C power and tells you
if there is a power failure. The device has a built-in
battery, so, even if the power is out, it continues to
monitor the temperature and keep you posted.
There’s an app for both android and IOS, and it
installed easily on my cell phone. The app is easy to
navigate, and it gets the job done by allowing you to set
temperature alarms and communication preferences.
The monitor is a small device that can be mounted to a
March/April 2021

Waggle
450 Melville Ave #B
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Phone: 855-983-5566
support@mywaggle.com

wall or cabinet. It connects via cellular network, so no
WiFi or Internet connection is required. I was impressed
by how reliable that cellular connection was, as I did my
testing in a remote area with poor cell coverage. I placed
the unit in the RV, a metal building, the freezer and even
a gun safe, and it never lost contact with the network!
In fact, it worked perfectly and passed every test I could
come up with. It’s a solid, well-engineered gadget. I also
have to commend Waggle on their great tech support.
Shortly after I set up my monitor, I received a call from
a tech who asked if everything was working and if I had
any questions. A nice touch!
The folks at Waggle are offering a great discount of
40 percent off the Pet Monitor 4G or 4G Lite, as well
as $40 off on a yearly plan subscription for Escapees
members. Just use DISCOUNT CODE ESCAPEES40 during
checkout on their website.

PASSPORT

AMERICA

The “Original” & World’s Largest 50% Discount Camping Club

Over 1,450 Quality Parks & Campgrounds all across
the U.S., Mexico, & Canada

Benefits of Becoming a Passport America Member:
Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates & valuable info
online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with updates
on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy
to serve you!

Name:
Address:
Phone:

Email:
I have enclosed check/money order in the amount of $ ___________.
Make payable to Passport America in U.S. Funds.

Code: GBSKP

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4 Months
FREE

$109

Plus 6
Months FREE

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $24.00)

(You Save $45.00)

NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY!
Please add $5 shipping inside USA or $29 shipping outside the USA (U.S. Funds).
Mail to: Passport America, 5713 Hwy 85 North, Crestview, FL 32536
Or Call 1-800-681-6810 or Fax: 1-850-398-6159

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

Weight and Safety

SPRING CLEANING
By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor

As the spring season begins, I ask all of you Escapees,
“What’s in your rig?” This is not an easy question to answer.

Magazine
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ver the years, we tend to accumulate more
and more stuff during our travels. Yes, even
I have been guilty of this dangerous accumulation. If more goes in than comes out, pretty
soon your rig will be overweight.
As you bring more stuff into the RV, you need to
make a conscious effort to take other unused items out.
While weighing rigs for SmartWeigh, I have found RVs
that have weighed over their gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR).
When questioned about the overage, the RV owners
admitted buying and stowing t-shirts, books and knickknacks. To get under the GVWR, those RVs needed to
go on a diet to lose the extra weight.
What better time to check and re-check your RV for
the extra weight that has accumulated then during
“spring cleaning” time. Typically, spring cleaning entails
thoroughly cleaning an RV in the first warm days of
spring. Start this simple task by going through your
cabinets and storage bins to see what you can off-load.
Afterwards, make an appointment with the SmartWeigh
program to have your RV weighed to see what you
accomplished through spring cleaning. It is much safer
to travel the road in a properly balanced RV.
March/April 2021

The RVer’s Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL 936-327-8873
OR VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights for
your RV, toad and tow vehicle, and
it will help you to trim the pounds if
needed.

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available. Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA • Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603
LIVINGSTON, TEXAS • Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
SmartWeigh weighing is available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/smartweigh

NEW AND IMPROVED
RV EDUCATION ANYWHERE!

ONLINEUNIVERSITY
EXPANDED TO
BRING YOU MORE!
Whether you are a weekend RVer or you want to
pursue full-time RVing or perhaps you find yourself
anywhere in between, we want to help take the
stress out of RV living. We are offering classes that
will help you make the right choices for staying
out of the repair shop and enjoying more of being
happy on the road.
• RV Foundations: Operation, Safety,
and Maintenance takes the mystery out of
the various systems of your RV.
• Roadmap to Full-Time RVing guides you
along the path towards your new full-time
RV life by getting you on the road quickly
and smoothly.

SAVE MONEY,
AVOID MISTAKES
AND JUMP-START
YOUR LIFE OF FREEDOM!
ESCAPEES MEMBERS
START FOR JUST $

Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM
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Mark, My Words

PHOTO BY BROCK BRINKERHOFF

Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

EMERGENCY
CELL SERVICE
Q. I do not have cell phone service at many of the places I stay. I believe it is

partly because of my carrier (T-Mobile) and also because I am often in remote
places where it is difficult to get service. Other than changing to a more costly
carrier, do you have any suggestions for emergency phone service? If not, what
carriers have the strongest signals in remote areas?
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A. T-Mobile is a great value, but they don’t have the coverage that Verizon
and AT&T do. However, if you want to keep your T-Mobile phone as your
primary, you can purchase one of the many available prepaid no-contract
phones as a backup. I have been with Tracfone for many years, and it’s my
primary phone. Aside from some poor experiences with their customer
service department, I like this company a lot, and it works well for me. Best
of all, Tracfone uses Verizon towers, so you get their great coverage without
the hefty pricetag and contract.
I find Verizon’s coverage to be surprisingly good, even in remote areas.
There are always places where you can’t get a signal, but in recent years that
has become less of a problem.
Tracfone, like all the prepaid providers, will sell you a phone, and then you
purchase “cards” that give you voice minutes and, if the phone is capable,
texts and data. On their Website (www.tracfone.com), you can buy low-end
smart phones and even flip phones for $5–$20! That’s cheap! You can buy
an inexpensive phone, then add a plan with 400 voice minutes and a year of
service for about $100. Carry it as your backup for when your main phone
has no service.
There are many other providers available. Google “prepaid phones,” and
you’ll find a variety of them. Plus, you can usually buy Tracfones, Straight
Talk and other prepaid phones at Walmart or the Dollar store.
If you don’t want to mess with a second phone or with changing your
current provider, there are some other options if safety is your prime
concern. Look at www.findmespot.com/en-us/. It’s a satellite communication
device designed for folks who hike in the boonies, and they offer several
options, depending on what you need to accomplish. With a Spot, you’ll
always be able to call for help and even text someone with your status. They
aren’t cell-based, so they work everywhere.
March/April 2021

RV Propane issue
Q. We bought our first RV (Sunset
186BH) and took it out for a quick
trip. Before we left, we plugged
in the refrigerator to stock
and cool it down for 24 hours
beforehand. At the dry-camp site,
we ran the fridge off the propane
tank. Everything seemed to work
great, and the fridge stayed cold,
but, after 8–12 hours, we ran out
of propane using a 15-lb tank! Any
idea what the issue could be? We
didn’t run the furnace or water
heater and only cooked once with
the stovetop.
Brian
A. A typical RV refrigerator will
run for weeks on a barbecue
grill-size bottle, so something
is wrong. Any chance the tank
was close to empty when you
set out? If not, then the most
likely answer is there’s a leak
somewhere. You can have the
system tested, but some time
spent with a little soapy water
and a small paintbrush will
usually find a leak. Just turn
on the propane at the tank
and brush some soapy water
on every connection. Even a
tiny leak will blow big bubbles.
Usually, tightening the leaking
connection will fix it.

Mark, My Words
Fifth-Wheel Roofing

Q. I have a question in regard to
roofing materials for our 41-ft. fifthwheel. We are full-time RVers and
have a damaged roof that needs to be
replaced. The mobile RV repair service
has mentioned replacing the OEM
roofing material with an upgraded
vinyl material that will better resist
abrasions, hail, etc. I am unfamiliar
with roofing materials for an RV and
would appreciate your guidance and/
or recommendation.
Rick

Odor in Water
Q. We have a 1998 Gulfstream Sunclipper that we haven’t been able to
enjoy since we purchased it two years ago. The water smells terrible when
turned on, so we cannot use the shower or sink for personal use. The toilet
works fine and doesn’t have an odor, but the water is unusable.
Pearl

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the large
volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will be edited.
Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark, My
Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
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A. Those odors often mean there’s something growing inside your RV’s
fresh-water tank or pipes. It could be bacteria or mold. You might have
gotten some icky water at a park somewhere, or it could just be from
disuse: Water that sits a long time can begin to smell pretty bad! There’s
something easy you can try.
To sanitize the water tank and the fresh-water system, follow your RV
manufacturer’s instructions or do the following: Drain the fresh-water
tank; then prepare a chlorine solution in a one-gallon jug by adding
1/4 cup of Clorox or Purex household bleach (5% sodium hypochlorite
solution) for each 15 gallons of tank capacity. Top off the jug with water
and then pour the solution into the tank through the fresh-water tank
filler. If your rig does not have a water fill on the side and uses a valve,
you’ll need to drain your fresh-water hose, connect it to the spigot and
carefully pour the needed amount of bleach for your tank capacity into
the hose end. Then, hook up the hose to the city water inlet on the rig,
turn the valve to fill the fresh-water tank and turn on the spigot at the
pedestal. If everything works right, the water pressure will force the
bleach into your freshwater tank. This method is potentially risky from a
“bleach spraying around” standpoint, so use it at your own risk.
Once the bleach solution is in, completely fill the tank with fresh
water. Turn on the pump, then open each faucet (both the hot and cold
side) and let it run until you smell chlorine. Allow it to stand at least four
hours; overnight is better. Finally, drain and flush the tank and fresh-water system with potable fresh water. It’s a good idea to sanitize the water
system after a rig has been in winter storage, out of use for several
months or when the water begins to have a foul odor or taste.

ESCAPEES

A. I’m unfamiliar with vinyl for
roofing materials, and I’m unable to
track any such product down. I can
only assume that the material they
are referring to is an EPDM or TPO
rubber membrane.
Typically, RV roofs are either
aluminum, fiberglass or rubber.
All have pros and cons. Aluminum
is damage resistant and requires
no maintenance; however, it is
difficult to apply to any RV that has
compound curves or a roof crown,
so it’s usually only found on small
units with flat roofs. Fiberglass is
resistant to tears, such as from a
tree branch, and holds up pretty
well, but can be pierced or cracked
by falling objects. I don’t see it much
anymore on new RVs. Rubber seems
to be the industry standard for
larger RVs, and, if properly applied,
it is a long-lasting and dependable
roof with at least a 20-year lifespan.
It is impact-resistant and quiet, but
can be easily torn or sliced, so you
need to be careful of tree limbs and
other overhead objects.
Of the two types of rubber
typically used for RV roofs, TPO
is lighter and easier to install, but
EPDM is cheaper and lasts longer.
Here’s a good discussion of the
differences: www.rvhometown.com/
tpo-vs-epdm-rv-roof/.

CARE

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

CARE

Over 60 years ago, Fred and Josephine (better known as
Jo) Durham, both from New York, met at the community
recreation center. Jo’s eyesight, having been impaired since
birth, was expected to worsen with age. However, when
she was able to see his brown, wavy hair with his bright
pink long-sleeve shirt, it was love at first sight.
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s a first date, Fred took Jo out for a lobster
dinner, it was her first time to eat lobster. Fred
laughingly said, “I watched closely to make
sure she didn’t eat any of the shell.” Both
were so lovestruck, they married within the year! After
raising two boys and a girl, they were blessed with five
grandchildren. This year they will celebrate their 64th
wedding anniversary.
As grandparents, they began taking short road-trips
in their class-B van that included weekend trips to Atlantic City. That led to longer four-month road trips. The
next step was signing up as Good Sam members to take
advantage of the messaging service to communicate
with their kids. Many travels ensued to Canada through
four of the Great Lakes, the Rockies and Yellowstone
National Park. In 1988, they had to evacuate from the
Yellowstone fires. Fred would describe to Jo in great
detail the elements of their travels, like the color of the
flowers and the height of the trees.
In the ‘90s, they traveled south for the winters to
Rainbow’s End RV Park, in Livingston, Texas, camping in
the trees. This led to yearly travels to the park for three

to four months at a time. With Jo’s declining eyesight,
the couple signed papers for a guide dog, named Asa.
Jo remembers taking Asa to the activity center, where
members and residents of the park could learn how to
approach and act around a service guide dog. Fred and
Jo were also active members of Sunday’s vesper service
at the CARE Center, and still are today.
In 2006, Fred began having dizzy spells; eventually
diagnosed as Meniere’s disease. He knew it was time
to put a plan in place for their future. While camping in
the trees in the fall, sitting outside at the campsite, he
prayed for a sign. A sign that would show him what to
do. Out of nowhere, a yellow butterfly landed on Fred’s
head. He waived his hand around it, causing it to fly
away towards the CARE Center. He looked over at Jo
and said, “I think we just got our sign. It’s been right here
in front of us the entire time. We need to go to CARE!”
Years after recovering from Meniere’s disease, Fred
volunteered to drive the residents in the CARE bus to
Walmart every Tuesday. With his own eyesight declining
at age 80, he completely gave up the steering wheel.
Now he devotes his time to Jo’s every need. Jo says,
with a giggle “We have been married for 63 years, and
I still put up with him.” Fred says, “Jo is my dishwasher
and my hard drive.”
Fred and Jo Durham are the longest residing CARE
residents. They get through each day together as a
team, two people very much in love.
Crystal Saulters #149374, Activities and Event Coordinator Escapees CARE

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours per week for four weeks, driving
residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.paypal.com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or through a bequest in your will)
all help support Escapees CARE. For further details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com, 155 Care Center Dr, Livingston, TX 77351 or visit
www.escapeescare.org |
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the Chart-Topping Hit TV series dedicated to
the lifestyle craze that’s sweeping the world

We’re back! Sat. Apr. 3rd @ 8 AM (ET)
New Season 3 episodes start May 15th

Anthony

www.TheRVers.TV

Peter & John

Tom & Cait

@TheRVersTV

Head Out Program (HOP)

THE BEST-OF-NORTHERNIRELAND HOP
MARCH 26—APRIL 2, 2022
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Head Out Programs are
created and customized
for all RVers.
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Lying in the northeastern portion of the island
of Ireland, Northern Ireland is part of the United
Kingdom. It is one of the most popular places for
vacationers, and you will visit some of the hottest
“must-see” sites that Northern Ireland has to offer.
Begin and end your tours in Dublin, known for
its literary heritage and Georgian architecture.
Choose a famous Irish coffee at one of the oldest
pubs dating back to 900 AD, and listen to the
buskers on the street.
Visit a town near a Viking harbor, known today
for its tweeds and woolens, and enjoy watching the
extraordinary sheepdogs herding their flock.
Tour Belfast, a port city known for its architectural heritage. The tour includes the city hall, built
in the 1900s Renaissance-style, and the Parliament building at Stormont, home to the Northern
Ireland Assembly established in the 1990s peace
process. Visit Titanic Belfast and discover the
role the shipbuilders played in the building of the
ill-fated Titanic ocean-liner.
Visit Giant’s Causeway, a UNESCO World Heritage site. See the impressive sea cliffs and hexagonal rock column formations, created six million
years ago by a basaltic lava flow, that disappear
into the Atlantic Ocean.

UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
MOAB OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE HOP

MAINE LEAVES AND
LOBSTER HOP

BALLOON FIESTA HOP

ROSE PARADE HOP

OCTOBER 2–10, 2021

DECEMBER 27, 2021–JANUARY 3, 2022

MAY 27—JUNE 1, 2021

SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 1, 2021

Moab, Utah
Price Range: $655–$955

Bar Harbor, Maine
Price Range: $895–$1,295

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Option #1: October 02–07, 2021, $999–$1110
Option #2: October 07–11, 2021, $989–$1095
Option #3: October 02–11, 2021, $1245–$1355

Pasadena, California
Price Range: TBD

March/April 2021
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Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

www.escapees.com/hops

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

March/April 2021

From the Bookshelf

STAYING PUT
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

Don’t let staying put get you down. While
traveling may be problematic, we can, with
a simple shift in perspective, turn these
long days into opporunities for productivity
and pleasure. Improve your RV’s systems
by tackling overdue maintenance projects.
Thomas Childs’ book can guide you. Get lost
in an exciting novel by a favorite Escapees
author, Ellen Behrens #103358. Or enjoy
one of the most popular pastimes in the
country: bird watching.
RV ELECTRICAL & APPLIANCE
SYSTEMS, WHY THEY DON’T WORK
AND HOW THEY COULD BE FIXED
THOMAS CHILDS • ISBN 978-0-692-12657 • $48.00

Magazine

This book provides technical assistance for critical prone-to-failure RV
systems, and will explain how these
systems work and improvements
you can make.

ESCAPEES
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PEA BODY, YUMA BABY, SUPERSTITION VICTIM
How about spending a relaxing afternoon in a shady
campsite hammock? Escape present day chaos with
three exciting, mystery-filled adventure novels with Walt
and Betty Rollin. The first in the series, Pea Body, the
second, Yuma Baby and the latest, Superstition Victim
kept me up throughout the night worrying about what
might happen to two of my favorite (although fictional)
RVers and what might be going on with them. Against
Walt’s cautious warnings, Betty plunges ahead attempting to solve mysteries, sometimes causing mayhem,
but she succeeds in the end. These books are real page
turners and are full of local atmosphere whether in the
Blue Ridge Mountains or the Arizona desert region.

THE BIRD WATCHER’S DIGEST
has published a series of Backyard Guides for various
regions of the country. Written by Bill Thompson III,
these books are beautifully illustrated and full of information on each of the birds. Armed with patience, good
eyesight and these books, you can identify local birds
easily. Most books are $17.99 each but prices may vary
by edition. Regions include:
MID-ATLANTIC BIRDS: Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
ISBN: 978-1591865575

MIDWESTERN BIRDS: Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Kentucky, Missouri, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Nebraska, North and South Dakota
ISBN: 978-1591865599

NORTHWESTERN BIRDS: New York, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Maine
ISBN: 978-1591865582

SOUTHERN BIRDS: North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Tennessee
Texas
ISBN: 978-1591865568

WESTERN BIRDS: Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona,
New Mexico, Utah, Idaho, Nevada, Washington,
Oregon, California, Alaska
ISBN: 978-1591865551

March/April 2021

The Road Less Traveled
Chris and Sara of Let’s Be Us supercharge their travels with
lots of coffee and Battle Born Batteries on board. These digital
nomads navigate roads near and far from their home base of
Chattanooga with plenty of power to spare. Their van stays
cool all summer long, which earns them plenty of tail wags
from their curly-haired co-pilot Kramer.

Follow along at LetsBe.Us or on social:

Less Limits, More Adventure
• Same size, double the power, and a fifth
of the weight of comparable lead acid
• Can hold a charge up to a year in ideal conditions
• Compatible with most conventional chargers

Get out there, stay out there.

SM

Find freedom at BattleBornBatteries.com

ESCAPEES NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
HOLIDAY CLOSURES FOR 2021
The Escapees RV Club National Headquarters observes
national holidays to coincide with post office closures.
For your convenience, the dates for 2021 are listed

below. Please remember that Escapees mail service and
the club business office will be closed on these dates, so
be sure to call ahead for your mail.
• January 1—New Year’s Day
• January 18—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
• February 15—President’s Day
• April 2—Good Friday (Easter)
• May 31—Memorial Day
• July 5—Independence Day
• September 6—Labor Day
• October 11—Columbus Day
• November 11—Veteran’s Day
• November 25 & 26—Thanksgiving Day (2 days)
• December 24—Christmas Eve
• December 31—New Year’s Eve

Magazine
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SKP Stops
Whirligig art within the park.
Below left: Entrance to the park.
PHOTOS COURESY OF WHIRLIGIG PARK

HOME OF WHIRLIGIG PARK AND
“EYES ON MAIN STREET”
WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA
301 Goldsboro St. S, Wilson, NC 27893, 252-243-8440, www.wilsonwhirligigpark.org

While visiting our daughter in Durham, North Carolina, my
husband, Larry, and I drove 70 miles, to Wilson, to see the
Whirligig Park.

V
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ollis Simpson was a farmer who liked to “tinker,” and upon retiring,
he started building what he called “windmills.” All were made from
recycled or salvaged materials. As the number of creations grew,
people began arriving at his farm to see his “whirligigs.” He continued to make them until his death in 2013, at the age of 94. These structures
were located 11 miles outside of Wilson and, even though they were
becoming weather-worn, people were still flocking to see them. Vollis’ work
was also being discovered by art collectors, and today they are in several
locations in the U.S.
In 2010, organizations applied for grants to fund restoration of the
whirligigs and move them to historic downtown Wilson. This piggybacked
with plans to revitalize the town. Vollis Simpson was delighted and was a
part of this project until his death. In 2013, the whirligigs were named North
Carolina’s official folk art. The park now has 30 sculptures, some more than
50 feet tall. A museum and a gift shop are planned for the near future.
The park did not take long to see and, because of covid-19, other park-related activities had been canceled. With extra time, we started walking
nearby streets and discovered the “Eyes on Main Street” photography
exhibit. It was a serendipitous experience. We were in awe of the 100 huge
photographs (largest was 13 feet wide) of ordinary people from all over
the world doing ordinary things. The photographs depicted moments that
highlighted the differences and similarities we share as humans, and is
another project that helped revitalize the historic downtown.
Maps and information for the exhibit, which covers nine city blocks, are
available at the visitor center, at 209 Broad St. West (Monday—Friday, 9:00
a.m.–5:00 p.m.), and the gallery, at 126-128 Goldsboro Street (Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday, from noon to 4:00 p.m., and Friday, noon to 6:00
p.m.). There are also four outdoor maps on display in between the photos.
The 6th edition of the “Eyes on Main Street” Festival runs from October
31, 2021 to May 16, 2021. The 7th edition will be launched on October 30,
2021, and last until April 17, 2022. For details about the festival, click on
the Website “menu” (three bars top right) www.eyesonmainstreetwilson.com
or call 708-271-3042.
For more information on the Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park and the life of
Vollis Simpson, visit www.wilsonwhirligigpark.org. The park is located at 301
S. Goldsboro Street, Wilson, NC. Parking is on the streets around the park.
The widest street is Douglas Street (N35°43'19.71", W77°54'44.7"). If there
aren’t many vehicles parked on Douglas, it might be possible to park with a
large rig. If you have questions, call 252-674-1352.
Joyce Space #61818

SKP Stops

EXTREME RECYCLING ART
AT DICK AND JANE’S SPOT
101 N. Pearl St., Ellensburg, WA 98926, 509-925-3224
www.reflectorart.com

Most of us make an effort to recycle, although not to such an extreme as Dick
Elliot and Jane Orleman. They’ve managed
to create a quirky garden of art from over
10,000 bottle caps, some spiked wheels
and an assortment of mannequins, statues
and even a tipsy brick tower.

Magazine
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nown as “Dick and Jane’s Spot,” at 101 N.
Pearl street in Ellensburg, Washington, their
artistic efforts were not appreciated at first.
Local leaders considered “Big Red” to be a
bit too risqué for this friendly, family-oriented town in
Central Washington. Some people considered Big Red
to be a nude woman. Yes, a nude woman made from
a telephone pole. The placement of a few reflectors in
strategic places on the pole caused heated discussions.
Today, however, all the artwork, large and small, is
considered a tourist attraction in Ellensburg. The city
even donated a strip of land to allow for extra parking
as visitors arrive to gawk at an endless amount of
art on the house, fence and inside the yard. Jane is a
“traditional” artist, yet enjoys the uber-creative aspect
of constantly updating her yard displays. If something
is showing wear and tear, she simply replaces it with
something else, like a pair of giant outstretched hands
or a long-legged clown you’d see in a parade. Check out
the creative bus stop or the life-sized yellow bear and
the colorful dragon made from bottle caps. If that’s
not enough, locate the tin man with his metal internal
organs and statues made from reflectors and electrical
insulators. (Some RV reflectors included!)
The guestbook shows that visitors come from around
the country to marvel at what can be done with normal
cast-off items. There’s no charge since you simply slowly
walk around the house and the alley to see a never-ending assortment of creatures and creations. If all that
gawking makes you hungry, venture down the street to
The Yellow Church café. It’s easy to spot because, yes, it’s
a church painted yellow and is known for large portions
and hearty meals. When you’re ready to hit the road,
take the two-lane road on Old Highway 10. This scenic
road takes you through the upper Yakima Valley where
you’ll pass farms, rocky cliffs and wide-open spaces.
Silvana Clark #79375 (FM)
March/April 2021

Whimsicle art displays at
Dick and Jane’s spot.
PHOTOS BY SILVANA CLARK #79375
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AMERICA’S PACKARD MUSEUM
420 S Ludlow St, Dayton, OH 45402, 252-243-8440, americaspackardmuseum.org

If you have a love of antique automobiles, America’s Packard
Museum is a must-see museum when visiting Dayton, Ohio.
The curators claim that this museum hosts the largest
public collection of Packard automobiles and memorabilia
in the world. Additionally, the building that houses the
museum was once the Citizens Motorcar Company in
1917, and was an actual Packard dealership. It is the only
restored Packard dealership in the world. This museum has
also been named one of the top 10 automobile museums in
the country by Car Collector magazine. The entire exhibit
accentuates the character and elegance for which Packard
was known.

Magazine

T

he museum consists of three distinct areas:
showroom, service area and pavilion. The main
entrance brings you into the showroom and
is like stepping out of a time machine and into
someplace between 1903 and 1956. The first thing to
catch your eye is the beautiful 1934 Model 734 boattail speedster set upon a mirrored rotating base to give
any prospective buyer a full view of this amazing vehicle.
Numerous other vehicles grace the old showroom,
like the bright yellow 1934 Super Eight Sport Phaeton,
a vehicle purchased new by Herbert Greer of West
Virginia for his 16-year-old daughter. The unappreciative
teen supposedly hated the color and felt it was too
hard to drive. Making your way through the showroom,
the service area’s patched and oil-stained floor bears
witness to the work that took place there over the years.
Today your attention is drawn to more Packards, from
the early 1900s to a 1924 touring car and the 1928
convertible sedan and much more.
The pavilion was added in the 1930s to handle used
car sales and is the showcase for numerous Packard
sedans, including a Packard Caribbean convertible,
a race car and military staff cars that were produced

during WWII. There is also a small display regarding
Packard’s dedication to the war effort by producing
aircraft parts used in the P-51 fighter. The Turnquist
Packard Library is also located in the pavilion and
contains volumes of Packard manuals and research
materials available for review.
America’s Packard Museum is located in Dayton’s
Motorcar District, at 420 South Ludlow Street, Dayton,
Ohio 45402. The museum is normally open every day
from noon to 5:00 p.m. Admission for adults is $6 and
$5 for seniors. The museum is also available for special
events after normal business hours. The main museum
is capable of handling 150 guests, and the pavilion can
accommodate 225 guests.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the museum is
temporarily closed at the time of this writing. However,
this is one stop that needs to be on the list of every
antique car lover. It is a unique piece of history and an
amazing trip back in time. Be sure to check out www.
americaspackardmuseum.com for updates related to
opening and other events. Don’t pass on this gem!
Robert Hague #157288
GUIDELINES FOR SKP STOPS SUBMISSIONS

• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on
location and the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Submissions of 300 to 500 words are ideal.
Due to limited space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: High-resolution photos are included on a spaceavailable basis. Include the name of the photographer and
anyone in the photo.

HELPFUL HINTS

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
• Include information on RV parking and accessibility.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.

ESCAPEES

22

March/April 2021

The pavilion with Packard sedans and convertibles. PHOTO BY ROBERT HAGUE #157288

AS SEEN IN ESCAPEES MAR/APR 2019 ISSUE

Don’t be fooled by the imitators. Do your research. Not all RV Roof solutions are the same.
Call today for a free estimate on the

Original Sprayed On Roof, FlexArmor.

2401 Worthington Suite 148
Denton, TX 76207
(817) 692-2696
Mark@DFWRVRoof.com

Viewfinder
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SCENIC SERENITY

Winnie under the Milky Way taken at Just
Plane Adventures in Medley, West Virginia.
PHOTO BY VINCE KRANZ #103069

Grates Cove, Newfoundland.
PHOTO BY STEVE ROSS #122459
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24

March/April 2021

Viewfinder
Boondocking at the Cieneguita Camping Area in Las Cienegas
National Conservation Area near Elgin, Arizona.

Denise and Barry Craigen at Thompson Pass near Valdez, Alaska.
PHOTO BY DENISE CRAIGEN #127139

PHOTO BY EMILY ROHRER #133970
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Our campsite in Gros Ventre
Campgound, at Grand Teton
National Park. What a wonderful
place to socially distance.
PHOTO BY DOTTIE BARRY #65881
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Viewfinder
Kit and Mickey Davidson bought and developed this land in the 1950’s. Before they died they
left it to the State of Vermont and it was named “Taconic Ramble State Park.” This view is in
front of their house. In the fall the colors are magnificent but any time of year my soul is restored by sitting and taking in the view. At the bottom of the hill is a Japanese Garden which
Kit built and it offers more serenity in this beautiful park.
PHOTO BY JOYCE SPACE #61818

Olympic Peninsula in Washington.

I took this in front of my fire station
while working for the Aurora Fire
Dept in Colorado.

PHOTO BY CHRIS JACOBSON #154848

Magazine

PHOTO BY JERRY ALSUM #135442
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SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership
number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer,
even if you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each
issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
JA21 (Due March 10) Roadside Market
SO21 (Due May 10) Night life
ND21 (Due July 10) Hidden gem
JF22 (Due Sept 10) Bumper Snickers
MA22 (Due Nov 10) RV Modifications
TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.

March/April 2021

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Avoid Breaker-trip

Camping With
Roy Rogers and Gene Autry

You’ve probably seen Movie Road without knowing it! This historical 17-mile
stretch of road off Highway 395 in Lone Pine, California, has been the setting for
over 400 movies, plus many TV shows and commercials.

Air conditioner
12.5 amps
Food processor
6 amps
Hand vacuum
2 amps
Electric coffeepot
8 amps
Refrigerator
2.7 amps
Crockpot
1.5 amps
Electric fry pan
10 amps
Toaster Oven
11 amps
Electric water heater 12.5 amps
1500-watt heater
12.5 amps
Iron
10 amps
Hair dryer
10 amps
Microwave oven
10–14 amps
Television
1–2 amps

March/April 2021
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Most electrical products show
how many watts or amps it
takes to operate the appliance
right on the product itself, but,
if not, check the printed instructions. If it shows the watts,
divide the watts by 120 (volts)
and that gives you the amps; to
get the watts, multiply the amps
by 120 (volts). It’s worth your
time to take an inventory of the
amps each of your electrical
appliances uses.
Mark Nemeth #45776

ESCAPEES

Beginning in 1920, The Alabama Hills rock formations were featured as
the perfect backdrop for Westerns. Stars such as Tom Mix, Gene Autry and
Hopalong Cassidy raced their horses between the rocks in pursuit of “the
bad guys.” It’s easy to picture Roy Rogers riding his trusty steed as cameras
captured the action. Recently, Star Trek Generations, Iron Man and Django
Unchained were filmed in and around these photogenic rock formations.
While most of the Sierra Nevada landscape contains sharp ridges and
peaks, the Alabama Hills section forms a contrast with weird, rounded
contours and formations. Everywhere you look, there’s another gigantic rock
formation that twists or connects to another rock. Be sure to take the short
hike to Mobius Arch, which creates a spectacular natural frame to view the
Eastern Sierra mountains. Alabama Hills consists of 30,000 acres of Bureau
of Land Management property. Get a copy of the Movie Road Touring
brochure so you can see where specific movies were made as you explore.
The town of Lone Pine is home to The Museum of Western Film Hilstory.
This compact musuem is located at 701 S. Main Street, Lone Pine, California
and showcases costumes, guns and western memorabilia. Lone Pine offers a
few local restaurants and some nearby campgrounds. Many RVers immerse
themselves in the Western experience and simply camp somewhere along
Movie Road for free. My husband particularly enjoyed hiking and proclaiming “Hi-Ho Silver!” as he wandered between one giant rock and another,
obviously reliving the days when he had his cowboy hat and pop gun.
Silvana Clark, Guest Contributor

Before you blow your breaker,
take a minute and see how
many amps you could be using
in your RV’s 30- or 50-amp electrical system. It’s surprising how
fast the amps add up. Knowing
the amps of all the electrical
appliances in your RV can help
you manage electrical usage
and prevent the inconvenience
of a tripped breaker and loss of
electrical power. Here’s a list of
the typical appliances used and
the average amps required to
operate them:

Tips

PROTECTING
YOUR PET

Magazine

As we travel to different
campgrounds and scenic areas this spring and
summer, keep watch for
signs indicating the area
has been treated with
pesticides, fertilizers or
lawn treatments. If the
area has been freshly
sprayed, keep your pet
away for at least 24
hours. In some states,
airplanes are used to
spray large fields. Should
this happen near your
campground, keep your
pets indoors during and
for an hour or more
afterwards, depending
how close they came.

ESCAPEES
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Contact with herbicides can
cause vomiting, excess salivation, problems with the central
nervous system and even
sudden death. If you think your
pets have come in contact with
a treated lawn, wash their paws
with soap and water immediately. If they have rolled in it, a
full bath is necessary. If your pet
exhibits more serious symptoms, take them to a veternarian
as soon as possible.
Chris Davis #67347
THIS SUBMISSION WAS PREVIOUSLY
PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH/APRIL 2015 ISSUE.

HANGING OUT IN
St. Charles, Missouri

We spent two weeks in October at the Sundermeier RV Park in St. Charles,
Missouri. With fall in the air, the days were warm and the nights were cool. The
park itself was near the Missouri River, with the Katy Trail separating the two,
and within walking distance to the historic town of St. Charles.

St. Charles is known as the location of the first Missouri State Capitol. The
town has kept its historic charm, with businesses using and refurbishing
existing structures to create a quaint downtown area. And while we didn’t
partake in any of the wonderful smelling restaurants along Main Street, we
did hit up Grandma’s Cookies a couple of times! We highly recommend them!
St. Charles is also known as the location where Lewis and Clark began and
ended their expedition west. Located in Frontier Park along the Missouri
River, the Lewis & Clark Boat House and Museum is full of exhibits allowing
you to follow along on their journey of discovery. The museum is open for
self-guided tours Monday through Saturday. There is a large lot for parking;
however, we walked from the campground.
During our stay, we enjoyed several rides along the eastern part of the
Katy Trail. This is a relatively flat gravel trail, so road bikes are not recommended; however e-bikes are allowed. It was peaceful and enjoyable to ride
past farms and small towns along the trail.
We also took the opportunity to ride our bikes along the Riverfront Trail
into St. Louis. We’d explored by truck when we first arrived, but loved the
opportunity to ride our bikes through the city as well. Sunday morning was
the perfect time to ride, with little traffic in the city. We were able to ride up
to the Arch and around Busch Stadium where the St. Louis Cardinals play.
Even with the COVID restrictions, we were able to entertain ourselves in
the quaint town of St. Charles.
Jennifer Skinnell #13890

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Day’s End
Swan Lake Campground, Carroll, Iowa. PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.MOBILERVING.COM.

FREE AND LOW-COST PARKING FINDS
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383 • Download the entire online directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.

Dardanelle: Pullen Pond WMA, 90x170' pkg area. No facilities.
Free. 9 mi S of town on SR 7, TL (E) on CR 60/Pullen Pond Rd (signed
Pullen Pond WMA), go 2 mi, TL on King Fisher Lake Rd, go 2.7 mi.
N35.09097 W93.12171. Some traffic noise.
Helena: Welcome Ctr, lg level pkg lot striped for six lg rigs. Free. One
night OK. S jct. of US 49 and US 49 Bus. 1007 Martin Luther King
Jr. Dr. 34.50362 -90.60583. Ctr open 8a–5p except holidays.1007
Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. Rest room may be open 24/7.
Maumelle: Palarm Boat Launch, pkg area. Trash cans. O/N one night
OK, may get busy in daytime. SB I-40 x135, go W to T, TL (S), go 5
mi on US 365, cross a sm bridge, turn immed L to area. N34.90368
W92.44677. NB, I-40 x142, go 5 mi W on US 365, TR just before

Wilmar: BD area (AR Fish and Game). Go 3.3 mi W from town on
US 278, TL (S) on SR 172, go 9 mi, TL (E) on good dirt rd, go 1 mi,
TL, go 0.9 mi to area. 33.49868 -91.97159. Lovely open glade just
before end of dead-end rd. Very quiet. No cell signal. Birds. Timbering.
Richard and Kathy Howe #74769

IOWA

Cantril: Waubonsie Park CG. E/W sites $16, E/W/S $18. 601 W
North St. Free Wifi. Hiking, fishing. 319-397-2193. Jerry and Judy
Funk #68098
Carroll: Swan Lake SP CG. 44 FHU sites (incl 20 long-term),
46 E/W, 22 E. Showers, D. E sites $18, FHU $20, $119/week.
No reservations. No stay limit. Late April–mid/end of October.
From US 30 in E end of town, go 2 mi S on Grant Rd (becomes
Mahogany Ave), TL (E) on 220th St, go 0.4 mi, entrance on L.
42.03526 -94.85165. Gravel lot. Paved bike trail. Free Wifi.
tinyurl.com/y447axtz. Tracy Waldon #157551
Mitchellville: Thomas Mitchell Park (county). 45 sites, 1/2 with E. W,
flush toilets, showers. D (donation box for non-campers, $10 suggested).

March/April 2021
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ARKANSAS

bridge to area. Sm to med rigs, lg rig check ahead for room and
turnaround. Ignore “No Parking” signs in front of trash cans. Some rd
noise, dies out in evening.

ESCAPEES

The Day’s End Directory is a valuable tool
to help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow
Escapees RVing members. These parking
selections highlight seasonal boondocking
options for your RV travels.

Day’s End
$15, E or no E. Two-week limit. April 1–October 30. I-80 x149, go S
toward town, TL at 1st stop sign, go 0.5 mi, TR on NE 116th St, go 2
mi (thru town), curve R onto NE 46th Ave, go 1 mi, TL on NE 108th
St. Route is well signed. No size limit. Lg beautiful park with trails,
fishing pond. Robin and Kenzie Lobacz #156023

ILLINOIS

DeWitt: Clinton Lake SRA. 231 sites, some 50-A, mostly 30-A E,
tables, grills. Potable W and pit toilets at each loop, hot showers and
flush toilets at two locations. Most sites $20, may be less when W is
off. Discounts for IL residents. May 1–September 30, 14-day limit
within 30. Open all yr, rest of yr no stay limit. 1.3 mi S of town on CR
14/Friends Creek Rd, TR, then TL on Ranger Rd. 40.161 -88.789.
7251 Ranger Rd. Spacious between sites. 9000-acre lake.
Oakwood: Kickapoo SRA. 80+ shaded sites with 30-A E, a few with
50-A E. W nearby. 2 shower/toilet facilities, one open out-of-season
(November 1–April 30). Pit toilets in other bldgs. Centralized W
spigots thruout park. D. $20, reservable at reserveamerica.com May
1–October 31. Sites 1-41 non-reservable. 14-day limit within 30.
Open all yr, limited W spigots when below freezing. Go N from I-74
x206, follow signs. 40.13787 -87.73948. 1906 Kickapoo Park Rd.
Many lg-rig sites. Spacious between sites. Playgrounds.
Peoria: Rice Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area. Non-E sites and 32
sites with 30-A E, tables, firepits. W, vault toilet. Non-E $6, E $18, pay
camp host. Closed December 22—March 31. 20 mi SW of town on US
24, near Liverpool, along Illinois Riv. Any size rig. Boat ramp. Good
Verizon. Very crowded during duck season October 24—December
22. Fred and Eve Schindler #126989

INDIANA

Earl Park: Earl Park Community Park. 30 all-grass spaces with mostly
20-A E/W, a few 30-A E. D. $15. From US 41/52 go 1/2 mi W on 7th
St/550N. Busy during fall festival. Denny and Peggy Kincade #148639
Florence: Belterra Casino, pkg lot. O/N pkg OK per Security. From I-71
x55 In KY, go N on SR 1039 across Ohio Riv, continue 1/4 mi, TR, go
1.3 mi E on SR 156 to oversize vehicle lot on N side of hwy, across
from Casino. 0.8 mi W of town and 12 mi SW of Rising Sun Casino in
Rising Sun IN. 38.78216 -84.94175. Bruce and Bunny Ratcliff #48001

KANSAS
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Dodge City: Boot Hill Casino, concrete pkg lot. Rest room inside
casino. Dumpster. Free. Call 620-682-7777 on arrival to check in.
4000 W Comanche St. Park behind casino on NW side. 37.76683
-100.05795. Frank and EJ Putnam #110553
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Fredonia: Bacani Plaza Conoco, mini-truckstop, pkg lot. O/N OK. One
mi E of town, SE quad jct US 400 and SR 47. 37.52839 -95.79918.
Mostly quiet at far rear of lot (dirt, dusty or muddy), along woods.
Gas/diesel, C-store, pizza/hot sandwiches. Chas Wilder #88717
Latham: Butler State Fishing Lake. 50 BD sites, fire rings. Toilets. Free.
Two mi N of town on Stony Creek Rd, TL (W) on SE 180th St, go 3 mi,
TL (S) on Munson Hill Rd, go 1 mi to 1st of 2 L (E) turns that lead a
short distance to the lake. Loop rd around entire reservoir, each site
along lake. One at N37.54921 W96.68343. Some sites have grass.
Trees. Boat launch areas. Elev 1467'. Richard and Kathy Howe #74769
Liberal: Picnic areas. Tables. 17 mi N of town on US 83, at NE and
NW quads of jct. with US 160. Long pull-thru loops, park along edges.
15 lg RVs. Guy Gipson #84383
Parsons: Lake Parsons CG. 50 paved E/W sites. Shower/rest room. D.
$15. Host collects each evening. 10-day limit within 1 mo. Mid-April
to late October. From jct. US 400 bypass and US 59 go 1.5 mi W

on US 400, between MM 399 and 400 TR on paved rd at sm sign
“Lake Parsons 4 mi,” go 3 mi W, following the signs for Lake Parsons
(do not turn at sign for Kiwanis), TR (N), continue on gravel rd 2 mi to
Sportsmen Shelter sign, TR to CG. Some sites unshaded, but a lot of
trees to work around, best for sm-med rigs. Playground, boat ramp
and dock, fishing. Dogs OK on leash. Chas Wilder #88717

NEBRASKA

Beatrice: Truck Auto Plaza. 20, 50, and 30-A FHU sites at rear of
truckstop on grass. 30-A $16.50, 50-A $18.50. From US 77 and US
136, go 5 mi N on US 77, on R. 40.34194 -96.74488. 18550 US
77. Larry and Betty Malcom #122042
Pilger: Village of Pilger CG. 7 sites (5 with 50-A E, 2 with 30-A E). 2
central W spigots, D (no flush W). $10, $65/week, $250/mo. Pay at
Village Clerk’s Office, 200 N Main St. Use drop box at door. No stay
limit noted. From US 275, go 0.5 mi S on SR 15, TL on 4th St, CG on
R. 5 sites back-in on gravel, 2 pull-thru on grass. Al Lehmann #106247
Sargent: Golden Acres RV Park (CP). 24 grass sites with E poles
that serve 2 sites, W (shared), most with S. Rest room, D. $14,
$80/wk, $300/mo (all incl tax). Register and pay at drop box at
RV park or at City Office (106 N 2nd St, 308-527-4200). No stay
limit. Go W from US 183 on Jessie St, by former nursing home
bldg. Go 4 blks to Park at SW corner of Broadway and Jessie
(across from lg white bldg with red roof). Gravel park rds. Excellent
AT&T. Lots of antique stores, community pool, library with Wifi.
Dave Ewoldt and Dianne Parrott #51676

OKLAHOMA

Eufaula: Eufala Lake South Boat Landing, huge pkg lot and edge
areas. Fresh W, toilets, trash containers. Free. No signs prohibit
O/N pkg. S end of town on U -69 Bus, go 0.9 mi E on SR 9, TL
(E) on Rd 1210, go 1/2 mi, TL (N) on 4180/Dabbs Rd, go 1 mi.
N35.27532 W95.57544. Spectacular sunsets. Boat ramp and dock.
Richard and Kathy Howe #74769
Hardesty: Roadside table, pkg area. No signs. US 414, W end of
town, S side of hwy. Guy Gipson #84383
Ponca City: Ponca Lake City CG. 20 sites, some with E. Fresh W,
shower, toilets, D, trash containers. $15 with E, $10 non-E, senior
discount $1. US 77, go 3 mi E on Highland (becomes Lake Rd), TL
(N) on Prentice Rd, go 1/2 mi. On E side of lake, between the town
and Kaw Lake. N36.71732 W97.01411. Boat ramp. Elev 986’.
Richard and Kathy Howe #74769

TENNESSEE

Byrdstown: Obey River Park (COE). 131 RV BD or E/W sites, tables,
grills/firepits. Showers, flush toilets, D. E/W $27-30, RV BD $19–27,
S/A Pass 1/2. Reservable recreation.gov. 14-day limit. Mid April—October. Go 3 mi S from town on SR 111, TR and follow signs to CG, to
L of Sunset Marina. From Livingston, TN, go 15 mi N on SR 111, TL
and follow signs. 36 31 52.8802N 85 10 3.49W. Boat ramp, fishing,
playground, beach, some waterfront. Verizon good. John and Bonnie
Archer #113438

TEXAS

Balmorhea: Lg, gravel, mostly flat pkg area. I-10 x192, SW
quad. N31 2.8418 W103 58.497. Room for 5 lg RVs. Great view.
Bill Browning #132211
New Braunfels: Allen Park picnic area. No sign restricts pkg, police
drove thru twice a day w/out stopping. I-35 x189, go 8.3 mi NW on
SR 46, TR (N) on RM 2722, go 7 mi, TL (NW) on FM 2673, go 1.4
mi, TL (SW) on FM 3159, go 2 mi, on L. N29.8267 W98.29233.
Jerry L Dixon #136086

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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Different Viewpoints

RVers’ Opinions and
Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed
to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

LESSONS LEARNED WHEN BUYING AN OLDER MOTORHOME
My wife and I retired from our many years of sailing after
our 38-ft. offshore cruiser sank during a hurricane in Baja,
Mexico. Now being in our 70s, we decided to change course
and buy an RV to continue our travels. We had limited funds
but were lucky to find a pristine 16-year-old, 30-ft. Aerbus.
We bought it from the original owner who had kept all the
service records.

31

Magazine

March/April 2021

ESCAPEES

We took several trips in and around California, always
pulling our tow car, and everything worked well. We
decided to make a long trip to Rocky Mountain National
Park from our home in Napa Valley, approximately
2,500 miles, and we made a reservation to stay at
Moraine State Park Campground.
Three days into the trip on Highway 40, we were
approaching a blind curve when our left front tire blew.
The motorhome immediately swerved violently left
and across to the oncoming lane. With great effort
I managed to maintain control. Within seconds, an
18-wheeler came hurling round the bend at full speed.
When we were able to safely stop, we realized how lucky
we had been.
I tried to change the wheel with our spare, but the
hydraulic lift jacks had been damaged in the blowout
and so prevented me from raising the rig. I called a
garage to come and change the wheel. Once it was
fixed, we drove to the town of Vernal and bought new
tires, and this is when I discovered that my Michelin
tires, which had very good tread, were nine years old.
With new tires, we continued to Colorado. We
decided to take scenic Route 34 through the park to our
destination. We found this beautiful, mountainous ride

thrilling and noticed only cars and no other RVs on the
road. Apparently, it is not advisable for RVs. Descending
from the approximate 10,000-ft elevation, we lost our
brakes. Fortunately, we were close to the campground
entrance, and I managed to keep control by using
low gear and the handbrake to safely arrive at our
campsite. The next morning, a slow and careful drive
took us to the nearest repair shop and there we found
the problem. The brake fluid was very low and black,
indicating that it was probably the original fluid. We
topped off with new fluid, and that fixed the problem.
With a sigh of relief, we relaxed back at the park and
enjoyed the rest of our stay. Our trip back to California
was without any further incidents. We were happy with
the motorhome, and the problems we had could have
been avoided. The lesson I learned was, when buying an
older vehicle, even if it looks new, replace all the fluids,
including: motor oil, transmission fluid, antifreeze, brake
fluid, power-steering fluid, and rear-end case fluid.
Also, replace any old tires. The lifespan of a tire
is seven years. All tires will have a DOT code on the
sidewall, the last four digits of the code are numbers
that specify the week and year the tire was made. For
instance, 2417 would indicate the tire was made in the
24th week of 2017. If the DOT code line you’re looking
at doesn’t end with a group of four numbers, look on the
other sidewall, as the date is only stamped on one side
of the tire.
Even batteries are best replaced after five years.
Remember the saying, “Better safe than sorry.”
Charles Bennett #145683

Different Viewpoints
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Camping
With
Toddlers
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Our family has always enjoyed the great
outdoors, and have camped since our children were very young. We truly enjoyed
helping them grow up with an appreciation for nature and wildlife, and now have
the privilege of doing the same with our
grandchildren. Whether you pitch a tent or
own an RV, with a little planning and preparation, camping with toddlers can be an
enjoyable experience.
I suggest the first few camping trips be kept short.
In almost every state, we are lucky enough to have a
myriad of wonderful parks and campgrounds close
enough to spend only a weekend, any longer than that
may become stressful for a little one.
We try to keep as close to a regular schedule as
possible but improvise where necessary. If your child
still takes naps in the afternoon it will probably be
almost impossible to get him or her to sleep when there
is so much to do and see, but a few quiet moments lying
on the grass, guessing cloud shapes, or enjoying a swing
or hammock from the comfort of Mom or Dads lap can
work wonders. The child who goes nowhere without
his blanky can usually be cajoled into carrying it in a
March/April 2021

Zip-lock bag at the campsite if you explain he wouldn’t
want ants crawling all over it.
While I have used a small blow up pool with a bassinet mattress as a bed for my youngest before he could
crawl, a portable play pen for larger children two and
under works well, especially when we camp in a tent,
as there is a danger of someone rolling over on a small
child, or him getting tangled in the blankets. An adult
sleeps between the child and the door, just in case the
little one wakes up before anyone else and wants to go
searching for adventure.
In addition to a regular first-aid kit, I bring antiseptic
hand cleaner, and use it at least once an hour whether
the childs hands are appear to be dirty or not. I recommend rinsing their hands with clear water or wiping with
a wet cloth afterwards, as most toddlers continually
have their fingers in their mouths.
An extra vigilant eye is necessary to keep a child
from picking up and tasting new and unusual objects.
Don’t forget lots of sunscreen, and insect repellant. I
prefer the spray-on type as it gets in all the cracks and
crevices. Do not spray into the childs face. Spraying on
your hands and rubbing on their face works well, but be
careful not to get in or near the eyes and do not allow
the child to touch their face until it is fully dry.
Mealtimes can get a little hectic; usually one of us will
take the little one on a nature walk while the other deals
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I just want to say how much I appreciate the “SKP
Stops” article, “Forestiere Underground Gardens,”
by Betty Prange in the November/December issue.
When I saw the story, my heart skipped a beat.
Growing up in Southern California, Forestiere
Gardens was one of my dad’s favorite roadside
attractions. We would go there to escape the
scorching summer heat while driving to the Sierras
for our annual camping trip. I haven’t thought about
that place since I was a kid! My dad passed away late
last year, and the article brought back many good
memories of those family vacations. Thank you for
sharing this special place with others, Betty.

Magazine

mber 2020

ece
November/D

Rene Agredano #103274

This submission was previously published in Camping Today magazine.

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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While birds and small animals are most curious and
hungry in the early morning, waiting until the child has
had breakfast and has run off a little energy makes
it easier to teach him to sit quietly so the birds and
squirrels will come close enough to view and enjoy. It
is important to teach children early on not to feed wild
animals by hand. As cute as they are, a wild animal will
bite if frightened.
My husband and I have truly enjoyed helping to open
the outdoor world and all its treasures to every child we
have had the privilege of camping with over the years,
and we intend to be right here when the third generation of my family gets the camping bug.
Rose Padrick, Guest Contributor

ESCAPEES

with the fire and cooking. Trading cooking and walking
duties gives each of us special time alone with our child.
I use this time to point out animal or bird footprints and
see how many different trees, bushes and leaves we can
find. Don’t forget to pick some pretty flowers for the
cook, if picking flowers is not against park rules.
We have found meals and snacks are best eaten a
short distance away from the campsite. Little fingers
drop or spill food and drink. All types of insects and
critters will come running to enjoy dinner with you, and
you don’t want to have a sleepover with them also.
Enjoying sugary snacks, roasting marshmallows and
making smores are best done several hours before
bedtime. Trying to put a sugared-up toddler to bed is
difficult, and a battle of wills can spoil the the evening
and leave the child with a bad memory of camping.
We find the traditional scary stories around the
campfire are best told in a hushed voice after the little
one is safely asleep, the older kids still enjoy getting the
bejeebers scared out of them, without unwanted effects
on the little one. The later it gets the scarier the story
gets anyway.

ESCAPEES

Gardens

Escapade

ROCK SPRINGS,

WYOMING
July 18–23, 2021

Sweetwater Events Complex
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It’s time to start making your summer
plans to join fellow Escapees as we circle
the wagons at the 60th Escapade, “Take 2,”
July 18–23, in Rock Springs, Wyoming.

S

ince the pandemic kept us apart in 2020, we’re
even more excited to get together in 2021. What
better place to be than Wyoming in the summertime? As always, this year’s Escapade promises
something for everyone, including educational seminars,
exciting nightly entertainment, happy hours and socials,
our annual farewell street festival and much more! This
is the largest, most anticipated yearly gathering of
Escapees, and you won’t want to miss out.
The community of Rock Springs and the great staff at
the Sweetwater Events Complex are excited to have us!
They’ll be ready to roll out the red carpet to help make
Escapade the best event it can be.
If you’re a first-time attendee to Escapade, a meetand-greet social is planned just for you to get your

March/April 2021

week off to the best start possible. You’ll soon see
why so many people return year after year. For those
of you who are returning attendees, we can’t wait to
welcome you back! Escapade offers the opportunity to
gather with all your Escapee and Xscaper friends for
five fun-filled days of support, networking, education,
community, entertainment and most of all—fun!

There’s So Much to See and Do in Wyoming!

Wrap your summer travel plans around Escapade and
consider spending some time in the beautiful state
of Wyoming. Not only are there plenty of places to
explore and history to discover right there in the Rock
Springs area; many of North America’s most popular
destinations are within a day’s drive out of Sweetwater County. A few of them are Dinosaur National
Monument, Grand Tetons National Park, Yellowstone
National Park, Fossil Butte National Monument,
Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Jackson Hole,
Mt. Rushmore National Park and Devils Tower
National Monument.

Escapade
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND DETAILS CALL 936-327-8873 OR VISIT

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/ESCAPADE

WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM

Escapade Welcomes Everyone!

Call or Go Online to Reserve Today

Our children’s program, Kidscapade, will
be happy to include your child/children/
grandchildren. Kids enjoy learning topics
pertaining to the RV lifestyle while spending quality time with their RVing buddies
in a fun, safe environment. As always,
Kidscapade is available at no extra cost.

Duane and Jean Mathes #115955, Escapade Directors

Please note: Attendance may be limited so we encourage you to
reserved your spot right away. This event is subject to cancelation if
deemed necessary. Due to ongoing COVID-19 concerns, the Escapade
originally planned for Tucson, Arizona, in March, has been canceled.

March/April 2021
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As Always, Kids are Welcome!

Many full-hookup RV sites and limited dry-camping
sites are available. Weekly walk-ins, early arrival and
extended stays are also available.
Haul your home to where the buffalo roam and the
deer and the antelope play. Let’s have some fun on the
range at Escapade in Wyoming!
Rest assured that all precautions will be taken into
consideration to make this event as safe as possible.
All current COVID-19 guidelines will be addressed and
adhered to based on the Wyoming Health Department
recommendations.

ESCAPEES

Escapade is open to Escapees members and
non-members alike. If you know someone new to
RVing, encourage them to attend so they can experience the sense of community the Escapees RV Club is
all about. Many folks come to Escapade before they
ever purchase an RV. If you are interested in learning
about the lifestyle before you jump into it, consider
staying in one of Rock Springs hotels and attending as
a weekly walk-in. Several hotels are located close to
the event.

Where did the term originate, and why is it such a big deal?
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

A question I dreaded as a child was,
“Where are you from?”
I was shy and there was no way to easily answer this
question. I would have to explain that I was born in
Hobbs, New Mexico. My father was in the
“oil business.” That usually got a nod of understanding.
Then, I would have to launch into all the places we lived
after Hobbs, New Mexico. There was Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and then Midland, Fort Worth and Dallas, Texas,
and several of those places were more than once,
and, finally, we moved to Houston
for the rest of my pre-college years.
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n college, I was still asked often where
I was from. Since I chose Northwestern
University college, in Evanston, Illinois,
and Stanford University, in Palo Alto,
California, being “from Texas” was something of a novelty. Fortunately, I was no
longer shy and would, once again, launch
into this explanation. Most of my college
friends had grown up in the same location
where they had been born. For them, the
answer was easy. Domicile is based on this
same question: Where are you from?
One of the earliest domicile court cases
that dove into this question is a case out of
England, dated June 3, 1869, George Udny
v. John Henry Udny. In that case, the judges,
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Chelmsforth, Lord
Westbury and Lord Colonsay, first determined that “it is well-settled that no man
shall be without a domicil (sic).”
So, for those of you who call our office
asking why you have to have a domicile
somewhere, that’s the answer. As far back
as the late 1700s and into the 1800s in our
“sister land” of England, where many of our
laws arose, it was determined that “no man
shall be without a domicil.”
The court continued by saying that the
domicile of the father is considered the
domicile of the child as soon as the child
is born. Unless, and this case arose out of
the “unless,” the father does not recognize
the child as his. If the child is considered
a “bastard child,” then the domicile of the
child is that of the mother. The facts of the
case I found to be quite entertaining.
Apparently, Colonel John Robert Fullerton Udny came from Udny, in the County of
Aberdeen. All would have been fine had he
stayed in Udny. However, in 1794, he left
Udny, moved to Edinburgh and became an
officer of the Guards in 1797. In 1802, he
“succeeded to the family estate” (whatever
that meant back then). In 1812, he married
and moved to London where he lived for the
next 32 years.
In 1844, having some “pecuniary difficulties” (whatever that means), he left London
and moved to Bulogue where he lived for
nine years. During this time, his wife died
and he “formed a connection” with Miss
Ann Allat. From the “connection,” a son was
born, John Henry Udny. Later, Ann Allat and
Colonel Udny married.

The question in the case was whether
the son, though born a “bastard,” became
legitimate when his father married his
mother. It all depended on where his father
was “domiciled” when the boy was born. If
the father was still considered domiciled in
Scotland, the place of his origin, then the
boy would become a legitimate son once
his father married his mother. If the court
determined that his father was domiciled
in another location at the time of his
birth, then the son would be considered
illegitimate. And, of course, beyond that
question was whether the son would be
entitled to inherit from his father, Colonel
Udny, who had died. After a lengthy and
incredibly polite exchange between the Lord
Chancellor, Lord Chelsmford, Lord Westbury
and Lord Colonsay, they determined that
Colonel Udny’s domicile returned to his
original domicile of Scotland and, thus, his
Udny Castle
illegitimate son was found to be legitimate
PHOTO COURTESY OF
and was able to inherit from his father.
WWW.SCOTCLANS.COM

“So, if you are contemplating becoming a
full-time RVer or if you
are looking to determine
where your new home
should be, know that you
are a part of history.”
March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine
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The place of your origin has been the
basis of a person’s domicile. Up until the
1970s, in the United States, a woman’s
domicile was based on where her husband
was domiciled. During the Women’s Movement, this legal status became an issue.
Today, I get calls from couples from all
over the United States and even some living
internationally. Many of those couples have
one spouse living in one state and the other
spouse living in another state. The calls
have to do with where they call home, where
can they claim to be domiciled.
In many earlier articles, I have explained
what can help you prove your domicile. We
have the Ten Commandments of Domicile:

8

We also ask that you join local clubs,
procure a library card and do other acts
to show this is your home.

9

The address of your “home.” Since
Escapees provides addresses that can be
used to establish your domicile, we discuss
this. The first thing you must have is this
new address.

As you can see from the case I
described, your domicile is extremely
important when you die. This is where your
will is probated. This is where your assets
are determined and the beneficiaries
will receive what you have left them. This
is where the court might get involved if
someone claims they should get part of your
estate. The first question today (as it was in
England two hundred years ago) is where
was the person domiciled at the time of
death?

2

10

1

Then, in Texas, you must register your
vehicles with this new address. In order
to register a vehicle in Texas, it must first be
inspected and insured in Texas. Then you
can take the proof of insurance and inspection to the Tax Assessor/Collector’s office
and receive your new Texas license plates.

3

Next, you can take your driver license
from the state you are moving from,
along with other proof that you now have
this new address, to the Department of
Motor Vehicles to receive your new Texas
Driver License.

4
5

Then you can register to vote at your
new home. This is now your new domicile.

We suggest that you also contact our
law firm, or another, and sign an Affidavit of Domicile. We file this document with
the court. It states that you are claiming
this state and this county to be your
new home.

6

Then we urge you to change your
bank accounts and other important
documents to the new address.

7

You need to also find new doctors,
lawyers, accountants, all of your profes-
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sionals, near this new address. This is your
new home. Some have been surprised to
learn that the doctor they had been using
is now “out of network,” so please always
check this before changing your domicile.

ESCAPEES Magazine March/April 2021

If you have taken up the full-time
RVing lifestyle, we also suggest that
any items you own that will not fit into your
RV be stored near the place you are now
calling home.
And thus, you have created your new
domicile. So then, when the equivalent of
the English “House of Lords” is asked to
determine where your domicile is, you can
rest assured that you have established it
firmly and completely at your new address.
So, if you are contemplating becoming a
full-time RVer, or if you are looking to determine where your new home should be, know
that you are a part of history. Domicile is
important. It has historically determined all
sorts of important matters and will continue
to do so. When choosing a new domicile,
choose wisely. If you need assistance, feel
free to give us a call. We can help with this
all-important decision.
K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for
over 30 years, spending 15 of those years
as a trial lawyer. She also taught legal
writing at the University of Houston
Law School. From 2011–2016, she was
executive director of Childrenz Haven,
the Child Advocacy Center of Polk County,
Texas. Susie and her husband, James Frost, reside in
Livingston, Texas.
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ADVENTURES
By Land, Sea or Sky

By RENE AGREDANO #103274

There’s a lot to be said for exploring new surroundings by foot, bicycle
or boat, but many nomads prefer to do it in more unusual ways.
From hot-air ballooning to gold prospecting, these Xscapers members
are chasing down adventures and doing offbeat activities that blend
surprisingly well with the RV lifestyle.
Catching Air with Kiteboarding

Greg Haymond #125283 is a retired aerospace engineer from Connecticut. When
his career wrapped up, a friend gifted him
a kiteboarding setup, and Greg found his
happy place riding above open water. “I love
the feeling I get while riding the wind. I love
the comradery you feel on a kite beach helping each other launch and land their kites.”
The kiteboarding process is simple.
According to Greg, kiteboarding involves
flying a large kite, typically 8–17 square
meters. The kite is flown with four lines that
connect to a control bar. One person wears
a harness around their waist that connects
to two of the kite’s lines. “These two lines
carry about 95 percent of power created
by the kite,” says Greg. The two-person
activity requires a friend to help launch the
kite by picking it up and holding it aloft until
40
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it captures the wind. Then, once the kite
is launched and under control, the kiteboarder walks out and “sits” in the water,
then inserts their feet into the foot straps
attached to the kiteboard.
“You then ‘dive’ the kite into the ‘wind
window’ and the kite will pull you up out
of the water and your kiteboard will start
planing as it picks up speed,” says Greg. The
kiteboarder flies the kite by “diving” and
“raising” the kite in the wind window. “Once
you get up on a plane, you can then ‘park’
the kite around ten or two o’clock and just
ride,” he says. More advanced maneuvers
can be done at that point, once the user gains
experience and confidence. Greg says you
don’t need tons of upper body strength to
fly the kite; the wind does most of the work.
The equipment can be a bit awkward to
stow in an RV, but Greg doesn’t mind. “It is

Greg Haymond Kiteboarding.
PHOTO BY RICK WINGARD.

Kite Beach, Jupiter, Florida.
PHOTO BY GREG HAYMOND #125283.

a bit of a challenge carrying the
gear since the kite board is about
five feet long. The kite is about
the size of two daypacks and then
you have a hand pump, life vest and
a harness.” The packing constraints
are okay by him. The sport takes him to
beautiful oceanfront destinations along the
Florida coast, into the Intercoastal Waterway, along the bay in Hayes, Virginia, and
along the shore of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. “This is an awesome sport for anyone
who enjoys the water and sailing.”

Be sure to watch
this incredible and
encouraging video at
https://tinyurl.com/
kiteboardinglife.

Nugget Shooting for Fun
and (Sometimes) Profit

Eight years ago, an accidental chemical
exposure stole Roger Brisson’s mobility, but
it couldn’t take away his determination to
get out and embrace those activities he can
do. Nugget shooting is one of them.

Roger Brisson #158717,
using a metal detector in
search of gold.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROGER BRISSON.

“Having been an extreme athlete for
years, rock and ice climbing, mountaineering, class-five white-water kayaker and elite
triathlete, up until eight years ago, I now
am having difficulty walking 200 feet and
having issues with strength and memory,”
says Roger #158717. The former insurance
claims adjuster doesn’t look back though.
“I was faced with feeling sorry for myself or
figuring out what else I could do given my
limitations. Not being one to just sit around,
I needed something that would get me out
and about, keep my mind active and give me
a challenge. That’s where prospecting came
into play.”
Using a metal detector in search of gold,
the activity known as “nugget shooting”
March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine
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“These air-bound adventurers find
ultimate joy pursuing their passion for
hot-air ballooning, especially because
they get to share it with others.”

Fred and Christel Dinkler’s
trailer with a hotair balloon
in the sky above.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CHRISTEL DINKLER
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gets Roger out into the backcountry he
loves. The equipment is small and easy to
pack in any RV. “All my equipment fits in a
2' x 2' x 2' section in a bin underneath the
motorhome,” Roger explains. Basic tools
to get started include a metal detector
(models made for prospecting yield better
results), a prospector’s pick, plastic scoop,
and a vessel to hold your gold. Brushing up
on geology is helpful, as well as researching
potential gold locations.
Besides searching for gold, Roger says
that nugget shooting is a fun way for
travelers to get to know a region. “It helps
us get into areas less traveled by tourists,
to see sights that others might miss.” For
instance, while RVing through Montana, he
and his wife took an impromptu side-trip to
a remote mining site. “Miles back into the
mountains we were amazed to find a ghost
town that has been preserved by the state,
and all the way up to it there are active
garnet mines; of course, all claimed.”
Many prospecting locations are in
rugged, remote areas too far to access
by walking, but Roger’s Jeep can get him
there. The slow, meticulous search for gold
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requires him to take time exploring the
terrain while taking in fresh air and getting
exercise. In his moments of quiet contemplation around claims, he often reflects back
on the hardships faced by old-time prospectors, awestruck and grateful for the ability
to go over their claims with new technology.
Nugget shooting may sound lucrative, but
the fun is really in the pursuit rather than in
the actual gold you might discover. “Don’t do
it to get rich. Chances are good you will not,”
says Roger. Being persistent and patient is a
necessary part of the process. “You have to
be persistent and not give up. Once you do
find some gold and gold fever hits, it is hard
to forget about it.”

Hot-Air Ballooning

RVing with hot-air ballooning equipment
may seem like a hassle, but Fred and
Christel Dinkler #135207 and Hector
and Teri Corominas #134830 know that
any inconveniences are totally worth the
trouble. These air-bound adventurers find
ultimate joy pursuing their passion for
hot-air ballooning, especially because they
get to share it with others.

“The best part about ballooning is everyone is happy when it comes to balloons,”
says Teri. “We have made tons of friends
all over the country, whether it was other
balloonists, passengers, crew or event staff.
We have learned that we have been blessed
to have a balloon to share with others that
may not ever get to experience it.” The
Dinklers echo Teri’s sentiments. “Being a
full-time RVer has made it easier for us to do
hot-air ballooning since we are able to travel
to other great festivals in the U.S.,” says
Christel. “We find this activity fullfilling as
we are able to attend many hot-air balloon
festivals and meet lots of people.”
Traveling with hot-air balloon equipment
takes some doing, but these Xscapers have
their systems down to a science. The Corominas travel with a toy hauler that carries
their gear. “We have made our travels with
the balloon very functional as we have
a 2006 Keystone Raptor with a 10'
garage,” says Teri. “Once we park,
we remove the hitch from our Dodge
Ram dually and use the liftgate to
load the balloon, and we use that as
our chase vehicle. Obviously, we carry

our home with us, so we have all the radios,
ropes, etc. that we need to fly.”
The Dinklers roam with a separate truck
and trailer for their ballooning setup, which
requires careful planning to find campsites
and parking spaces. “We travel with two
vehicles (two trailers), so finding space in an
RV can be a challenge,” says Christel. “Most
RV parks have overflow parking or we have
learned how to squeeze our equipment onto
one RV space.”
The joy gained from a day in the sky
always makes up for whatever logistical
hassles they encounter. Teri adds, “Ballooning is something that brings out the joy in
everyone and when you show interest in
answering questions, doing tethered flights
or simply pulling out the basket to light the
burners, they love that you want to help
them learn about ballooning.”

Hector and Teri Corominas
#134830 at the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta.
PHOTO BY LORELEI HUTCHINSON.

RENE AGREDANO and Jim Nelson #103274
are enjoying their 15th year as full-time
RVers and location-independent entrepreneurs. They enjoy sharing the lifestyle with
others at www.LiveWorkDream.com.
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Blue Mountain, Nevada

Spring

Mountain

RANCH
By EMILY FAGAN #99408 • Photos by EMILY AND MARK FAGAN
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Fifteen miles west of the Las
Vegas strip, just past the last
tidy housing developments along
Route 159, the stunning Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation
Area lures tourists away from the
glitz and glamour of the gaming
tables to some of the best thrills
of nature. Thrusting out of the
ground as if punched through the
earth’s crust by a giant fist, the
Wilson Mountain Range is craggy,
forbidding and dramatic. A divine
hand seems to have painted its
rugged grey features brilliant
shades of red and burnt orange.

S

pring Mountain Ranch lies just a few
miles south of the Red Rock Canyon
State Park visitor center on Rt. 159
which runs parallel to the mountain
range. It is a very special state park that
is easily overlooked by visitors caught up
in the awesome views along the drive. My
husband, Mark, and I knew we were in
for a treat when we turned down the long
driveway to the ranch and were greeted
by three burros. Signs along Route 159
had suggested burros were present everywhere in Red Rock Canyon, but they had
completely eluded us during our stay until
then. Standing deep in lush green grass,
muzzles happily buried in tasty greens, it
was obvious why we hadn’t seen them out
on the sweeping joshua tree-laden brown
desert vistas: the carefully cultivated lawns
at Spring Mountain Ranch made a much
better burro lunch!
Approaching the main ranch house, we
found it surprisingly humble, given the
illustrious names of the Hollywood stars
that have been attached to the property.
Originally homesteaded by two partners
in 1876, the ranch was first called Old Bill
Williams Ranch, named after an infamous
mountain man who had passed through the
area. Back in May 1840, Bill Williams had
participated in a series of Ute Indian raids
on the Mexican ranches that dotted California’s landscape in those days. After the
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Inside the ranch house visitors can explore Vera Krupp’s
bedroom and dressing room and the main living room.

raids, Bill rushed his stolen horses across
the desert and rested them at a wash, fed
by an artesian well, at Red Rock Canyon.
In the 1920s, the sons of the original
homesteaders needed a financial bailout
to cover a mortgage they had taken out on
the ranch, and family friend Willard George
stepped in with the funds. He renamed
the ranch Sandstone Ranch and added
a chinchilla farm to the cattle-ranching
business. He had a ready market for his
fine chinchilla furs in Hollywood, and in
the 1940s he found a buyer for his ranch
among the high-society stars. Chet Lauck,
being the “Lum” of comedy radio show Lum
and Abner fame, leased and then purchased
the property.
Stepping into the farmhouse, we were
greeted by a friendly docent seated in an
easy chair by the fireplace in the bricklined living room. There is so much history
wrapped up in this little state park that the
tour guides go through extensive training
and offer tours going into as much depth
and history as fits the visitor’s interest. I
was still trying to figure out who Lum and
Abner were when I heard the names Vera
Krupp and Howard Hughes mentioned
as former owners of this property, too.
Howard Hughes? It turns out he was the
last owner of the property, and he made
the final changes to the home, outfitting it
with appliances and furnishings from his
hotel chain. Formica countertops might
have been the rage in 1967 when he bought
the property, but they seemed oddly cheap
for a man of his means by today’s interior
decorating standards.
We were led to a back room lined with
movie posters and publicity shots from the
many illustrious Hollywood owners. “Lum
and Abner” had been a hugely popular
radio show that ran for some 5,000
episodes between the 1930s and the
1950s, featuring characters and themes
based on the actors’ real-life experiences
while growing up in small-town Arkansas.
Lum and Abner were two hillbilly shopkeepers of fictional Pine Ridge, Arkansas, and
rural America took a lot of comedic jabs
March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine
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The exterior of the house
features graceful stone
work and lush lawns.
Visitors can roam the
property outside and if
you’re lucky, you might be
greeted by grazing burros
upon arrival.

during their show. The comedy team had
been very involved in making movies when
Chet (Lum) owned the ranch, and he used it
not just as an operating cattle ranch but as
a vacation escape from Hollywood, renaming it Bar Nothing Ranch.
In 1955, the German movie star Vera
Krupp purchased the ranch from Chet. She
was the wife of Alfred Krupp, an infamous
Nazi supporter who was both heir to and
owner of the mammoth Krupp manufacturing enterprise in Germany that had supplied
Germany’s munitions during the war. There
wasn’t a lot of work in Hollywood for German
movie stars married to Nazi supporters
during the 1950s, and this beautiful property must have been a soothing retreat for

“Spring Mountain State Park offers
living history programs in the spring
and fall where actors don period costumes and role play characters from
the earliest era of the ranch’s history.”
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her. Although she was just a few years into
her marriage to Krupp (her fourth), she
appears to have invested her full heart and
soul into the property. Adding a swimming
pool, expanding the farmhouse and increasing the cattle operations, she renamed the
property Spring Mountain Ranch.
We wandered into her bedroom and
found a bright and airy space with a large
dressing room at the back. She extended
the house to accommodate not only this
Hollywood-quality dressing room but a
secret doorway from here to a hidden room.
Just to the right of the dressing table, our
guide pushed open what seemed to be a
closet door to reveal a narrow, crooked
hallway. Sneaking through, we arrived in
another bedroom with large windows facing
the mountains to one side and a pool to
the other. When Vera told her staff she was
going to her private room, it was a broad
hint to leave her alone, and she apparently
spent many happy solitary hours back in
this little oasis. In her final dying days in
1967, she spent all her time here, lying in
bed gazing out and saying goodbye to her
beloved ranch.

Eight years earlier, a pair of armed
thieves had barged into the house and stole
her ring right off her finger. No ordinary
ring, this one held the famous 33-carat
Krupp diamond, and in a scene right out of
the movies, the thieves wheedled their way
into the house by posing as workers who
offered to blacktop the long driveway. Once
in, they tied Vera and her attendant up
back-to-back, wrenched the ring from her
finger and ran off with it in their clutches.
Some six weeks later, the diamond, without
its setting, was recovered by the FBI and
returned to her. After that incident, she
wore it pinned to her undergarments!
It is a shame that a diamond of that
enormous size and apparent beauty could
wind up hidden from the light of day, pinned
to lacy underthings. Fortunately, not long
after Vera’s death in 1967, while Howard
Hughes was busy putting his furnishings into his newly purchased ranch,
the diamond resurfaced once again,
and this time not just to daylight but to
national news headlines. Richard Burton
bought the diamond, for a record price of
$305,000, at a Sotheby’s auction and gave

it to his then true-love, Elizabeth Taylor. She
wore it on her finger often. When “The Simpsons” featured her in a guest appearance,
the animators highlighted the diamond in a
scene where Elizabeth Taylor is polishing her
Academy Awards, and the reflection of her
eye is seen blinking in the diamond’s facets.
Vera Krupp’s personal assistant visited
Spring Mountain Ranch periodically, and
10 years ago, she brought some of Vera’s
clothes, which now hang in a closet in her
bedroom. Strolling back through Vera’s
rooms, I paused for a moment in the bathroom. Fully tiled in tiny green square tiles,
it must have been very lavish in its day, but
appears old and antiquated now, Hollywood
that shine for a brief moment at their peak
but lose their brilliance with time.
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park offers
living history programs in the spring and
fall where actors don period costumes and
role play characters from the earliest era
of the ranch’s history. Pioneer activities
are demonstrated and explained, and
the expansive picnic area on the grounds
makes a great setting for an outdoor meal
where one can ponder the varied history
of the ranch. During the summer months,
the Super Summer Theater offers outdoor
performances of plays and musicals under
the stars as well.
It is fortunate that, in 1974, the Nevada
State Parks system preserved this unusual
property for public enjoyment. During the
early 1970’s, developers came up with
detailed plans to build an extensive condo
development on the site. A master plan for
this development hangs on a wall at the
ranch and shows just how close this historic
and scenic area overlooking the awe-inspiring Wilson Mountain Range came to being
sealed off to visitors forever. Citizens of
neighboring communities banded together
and squashed the developers’ plans before
they got beyond the drawing stage.

When You Go
RVers will find a pleasant
spot for exploring the area
at the Red Rock Canyon
BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) campground.
There are 53 campsites, of
which six are designated for
RVs to dry camp.
Water spigots and vault
toilets are available.
Their automated message
(702-515-5397), says reservations must be made or
changed by e-mail through
rrcamppost@gmail.com.

Spring Mountain
Ranch State Park
parks.nv.gov/parks/springmountain-ranch

Red Rock Canyon
Campground
www.blm.gov/visit/red-rockcanyon-campground.

EMILY AND MARK FAGAN have been
traveling full-time by RV and sailboat since
2007 and camp almost exclusively without
hookups. Emily has written nearly 200
articles for various RV and sailing magazines,
and the Fagans' photography has appeared in
many commercial outlets, on magazine covers, in
calendars and in museums, too.
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Make Any Meal Marvelous

M arvelo us

MUSHRO MS
By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409
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As a kid, I loved mushrooms. More specifically, those of the Green Giant
variety, whole brownish mushrooms, tightly packed in a glass jar with
a colorful, comical label. They made a supporting appearance in one of
my favorite dishes, meatball Stroganoff. As an adult, I’d seek out the
Jolly’s sliced mushrooms in a can to star in my mother-in-law’s spinach
mushroom quiche, an RV kitchen favorite.

B

ut then, during a fateful shopping
excursion, canned mushrooms were
nowhere to be found. I had to resort
to the produce section in search
of this key ingredient. I’ve never looked
back. In fact, since then my mushroom
repertoire has expanded. A few years after
my discovery of fresh mushrooms, I found
myself in Boise, Idaho, visiting a friend who
was interested in the RV lifestyle (she’s now
a part-timer). We visited their fabulous farm
market where I came across a vendor selling
several different varieties of this fungus
among us.
There were small white button mushrooms, large portobello caps, pink oyster
mushrooms, firm shiitakes, crunchy enokis,
compact maitakes (also known as hen of
the woods), and the playful-looking, but
massively medicinal, lion’s mane. Years
later, I found the elusive hobbit-hut-looking
morel mushroom, wild, never cultivated,
at a Central California market and fabled,
flavorful porcinis in Modena, Italy.
There are thousands of mushroom varieties. Some are edible, others are poisonous,
many are medicinal, and over 50 species
are considered hallucinogenic. Foraging wild
mushrooms is a popular activity, but please,
only do so if you are an expert in mushroom
identification or are accompanied by one.
More commonly, the hunt takes place at
markets and groceries across the country,
especially rewarding when they expand the
varieties sold.

the “fruit” of the mycelium, which can have
a large, spreading life underground. (By the
way, yeast and penicillin are also categorized as fungi.)
Mushrooms are not grown from seeds;
they are grown in the dark from spores,
taking their nutrients from growing
mediums such as compost, wood chips,
sterilized sawdust, decaying logs, etc. Kept
at a constant temperature of 64.4 degrees,
cultivated mushrooms will first sprout as
“pins” and grow about an inch per week.
Growers can cultivate up to three harvests
during the five-to-eight-week growing cycle.
And good news for mushroom lovers:
Science has confirmed that mushrooms
contain compounds that are immunity-boosting, anti-inflammatory, anti-cancer
and anti-aging. They are full of healthful
substances, including B and D vitamins,
minerals, and other nutrients that our
bodies need. You’d expect this from
shiitakes and maitakes but, surprise, the
common grocery store white buttons are
also health-giving superstars.

Mushroom Mysteries

Here’s what to expect from a few of my
favorites:

Guess what, contrary to popular belief,
mushrooms don’t belong to the plant kingdom or the animal kingdom. Instead, they
are members of their own domain, the fungi
kingdom. They don’t make their own food
or thrive by digesting food. Rather, they
absorb nutrients from the organic matter in
which they live. The mushrooms we see are

Many Mushrooms

With so many mushrooms to choose from,
it’s easy to get overwhelmed and default to
the always available and always welcome
white button or slightly more chic crimini
varieties, which are never a poor choice
but always a safe one. When faced with a
selection of mushroom varieties, consider
branching out and trying something new.

WHITE BUTTON: Look under the cap and
choose white buttons with covered gills.
These are great raw on spinach salad,
sautéed with a dash of sherry or balsamic
vinegar or in saucy chicken dishes.
CRIMINI (ALSO KNOWN AS BROWN MUSHROOMS) AND PORTOBELLO: These mushrooms
March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Portobello Stroganoff
Not a big meat eater anymore, I’ve swapped
portobello mushrooms for my mom’s meatballs
in this favorite family recipe.
• 3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
• 4 large portobello mushroom caps, chopped into
even-sized chunks
• 1 large onion, roughly chopped
• 1 lb white button mushrooms, sliced or, if small, whole
• 1 can Campbell’s cream of mushroom soup
• 1 cube of chicken or veg bouillon, dissolved in ½ cup
of boiling water
• 1 cup plain Greek yogurt (Fage 0% is what I use) or
sour cream
• salt/pepper to taste
• egg noodles
In a large stockpot, heat olive oil and sauté portobellos and
onion. Add white buttons and sauté until soft but not limp. Stir
in the cream of mushroom soup. Add the bouillon broth to the
can, plus enough water to fill the can, stirring to get all the soup
from the sides, and add that to the pot. Cover and simmer for 10
minutes, occasionally stirring. Blend in yogurt/sour cream and
heat (don’t boil). Taste and adjust salt and pepper. Ladle over
cooked egg noodles and enjoy!

Pro-tip sidebar

• Raw mushrooms contain traces of carcinogenic compounds.
Eat them raw sparingly or give them a quick sauté before
using.
• Mushrooms are known for adding that rich, sixth-flavor to
dishes, known as umami.
• For the highest anti-oxidant values, cook quickly on high heat.
• To get beautifully browned mushrooms, avoid adding salt until
ready to remove from heat. Why? Salt draws out moisture,
essentially steaming rather than browning.
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are more mature specimens of the white
button variety. Criminis may have a bit more
flavor. Portobellos are big, meaty and ideal
for grilling.
SHIITAKE: Firm, shiitakes keep their
satisfyingly chewy texture when cooked. You
must remove the woody stems before using
these mushrooms. Shitake are among the
healthiest of mushrooms and are the ones
most often used in Asian dishes.
OYSTER: Mild and sweet, this mushroom
comes in several colors and can grow rather
large. Using a kit, they are one of the easiest
varieties to grow at home. They are also
becoming more available in the produce
section.
ENOKI: Small, long, white and crunchy,
enokis are excellent atop a hot bowl of
soup, allowing them to slightly soften. These
delights are typically found in Asian food
markets and occasionally in the grocery.
MAITAKE: Exceptionally healthy, maitakes
are found at upscale grocers such as Whole
Foods, usually packaged in plastic. They are
firm when cooked and make a great meat
substitute.
PORCINI: With an incredible earthiness,
porcinis are wild-grown mushrooms prized
for their depth of flavor. Fresh porcinis
are rarely found in markets, but, if you are
interested, look for them in the summer and
fall. More typically, you’ll find dried porcinis
for rehydrating (soak for 20–30 minutes
and incorporate the flavorful soaking liquid
in your dish, or grind them into a powder to
coat a protein.) Excellent in Italian food.

Selecting and Using Mushrooms

There are a few commonalities to look for
when selecting mushrooms. Choose those
that look and smell fresh, are dry (but not
brittle) and are absent of blemishes and
sport tight gills if applicable. For larger
mushrooms such as portobellos, pay
attention to the gills, which are found on
the underside of the cap. Lighter gills mean
a milder flavor while darker gills mean the
taste will be more robust. If you choose
to buy pre-sliced mushrooms, have a plan
to use them in a day or two for maximum
freshness and flavor.
Fresh mushrooms (except pre-sliced)
should be stored in the refrigerator in a
paper bag to absorb moisture. If your store

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.SILLYAMERICA.COM

does not stock paper bags where the mushrooms are found, have a look in the bakery
department and use those. Never pre-wash
mushrooms for use at a later date. They’ll
lose their lovely flavor and spoil quicker.
Right before using, give your mushrooms
a dusting to remove any dirt or growing
compound. If you must, now is the time for
a quick rinse under cold water. For most
varieties, you’ll want to cut off the bottom of
the stem before preparing.

Medicinal Mushrooms

In addition to the culinary varieties found
in our RV kitchen, others pack a potent
medicinal punch. Long prized in Eastern
medicine, the West has awoken to their
many benefits. Touted for their ability to
relieve anxiety, reduce brain fog, aid in
athletic performance and more, these
super ‘shrooms could have a place
in your health regime. You’ll find
reishi, cordyceps, chaga, turkey tail
and lion’s mane in powdered form,
making it easy to add to smoothies,
tea, and even chocolate desserts. Talk
to your doctor or pharmacist, if medicinal

mushrooms are interesting to you, to avoid
any drug interactions.

Mushroom Mania

Fortunately for us, with the Jolly Green
Giant on standby and always available as a
fallback, mushrooms are hitting the mainstream. Keep your eyes out for new-to-you
varieties in the produce section of grocery
stores as you travel the country. Look for
seasonal mushrooms, like morels, as you
stroll local farm markets.
From white buttons to more exotic
mushrooms, experiment with the various
flavors and textures, making notes and new
taste sensations along the way. Ho ho ho,
way to go!

Roadside
Attraction
If you are traveling through
Minnesota on I-90, consider
a roadside stop at the Green
Giant Statue Park, in a city
called Blue Earth. Take exit
119, Highway 169 and follow
the signs to go green. At 55
feet tall—the tenth tallest
freestanding statue in the
US—and facing I-90, he’s got
a track record for scaring
motorists! Over 10,000
giant-lovers visit each year.
Interested in adding an
audible ho ho ho!, there was
never enough money to do
so. You’ll have to say that
yourself.

EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents. In
2000, she and her husband, Ray, set off on
their own adventure in search of a sunny
place to settle down. Eighteen-plus years
later, they’re still roaming the country,
sharing interesting destinations and cooking
up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their popular
RV TV series, RVCookingShow.com.
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DIY
Save Money and Gain Knowledge

5

RV REPAIRS
By LEVI HENLEY #125245

As a full-time RVer, I have a saying,
“If I didn’t have anything to repair,
I wouldn’t know what to do with myself.”
Even weekend warriors know
that the very act of owning an RV
means something will probably
malfunction, wear out or break
at some point. Having an RV tech
come out to fix your RV or taking
it to a shop can cost more than
the parts to fix the problem.
After six years on the road, I want
to share some problems I’ve had
and, surprisingly, how they were
fairly easy to take care of myself.
54
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Replace Propane Regulator

The propane regulator’s job is to
control the flow of propane gas. No
one wants their range to turn into a random
blowtorch or flame thrower, right? Eventually, propane regulators can wear out.
When they do, they usually stop allowing
propane through. For this fix, you will need
an adjustable crescent wrench, gas thread
tape, propane leak detector spray and a
new propane regulator.
Before removing the old regulator, you
will want to get a replacement that matches
the one you have. Before going to the store
to buy one, it may be a good idea to take
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Propane Regulator
Replacement
Far Left: Typical regulator
styles found on travel trailers
and fifth-wheels.
PHOTO BY POPUPCAMPING101.COM

some photos of your current regulator in
order to match it.
Propane regulators are all basically
hooked up the same way. The propane
tank(s) are screwed into one end of the
regulator. The other end of the regulator is
connected to the main propane line of the
RV. If you have a travel trailer or fifth-wheel,
you will most likely have two quick-connect
hoses that allow you to easily unscrew your
tanks to fill them. Those two hoses can be
taken off the regulator and used on the
replacement regulator.
Before starting, you will want to make
sure the propane is off. To change out the
regulator, you just unscrew the old one and
screw in the new one. Some fittings will
need to be wrapped in gas-rated thread
seal tape before being screwed in. If the
old line originally had thread seal tape, you
will need to clean off the old tape before
applying the new tape. After everything
is screwed back in, turn the propane on
and spray some propane leak detector
(soapy water works) on all of the fittings;
then check to see if there are any bubbles
indicating there is a leak.

2

Caulk the Shower and Sinks

Above: You can see in this
motorhome example the tank
is screwed into one end of the
regulator while the propane
line is screwed into the other
end. PHOTO BY LEVI HENLEY

Most RV showers and sink areas
have caulking around the seams and
corners. Caulking wears out and starts to
peel, resulting in mold and mildew underneath it. Peeling and cracked caulking in the
shower and around sinks is also unsightly.
It’s easy to replace.
You will want to remove the old caulking
first. The easiest way to do that is to spray it
with a caulk removal chemical such as Goo
Gone Caulk Remover. Once the chemical
softens the caulking, it should be easy to
remove with a caulk removal tool, which can
be found on Amazon or most home improvement stores.
After the old caulking has been removed,
make sure the area underneath is clean and
free from soap scum, mold and mildew. You
want the area to be dry before applying the
new caulk. If you want nice lines, you can put
painter’s masking tape on either side of the
area to be caulked.
Any caulking rated for bath and tile
will do the job. Still, many people prefer
Advanced Silicone 2 White Kitchen and
Bath Silicone Sealant Caulk. Though latex

Bottom Right: The propane line
that feeds to the motorhome
may need to be wrapped in
thread seal tape that is rated
for gas applications.
PHOTO BY NATALIE HENLEY

March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine

55

caulking can be rated for bath and tile,
silicone is the way to go when it comes to
RVs. Using a caulking gun, run a line (bead)
of caulk down the area to be caulked. Run
a wet finger, or a dampened plastic spoon,
down the bead to remove excess caulking
and create a round concave line. Remove
the painter’s tape while the caulking is still
wet. Wait 24 hours for the caulking to cure,
and you are ready to use your RV shower or
sink as normally.

3

Repair Roof Lap Sealant

How to Determine
Roof Types by Dicor
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KL5qJw397Rc
56

It is a good idea to inspect your RV
roof and clean it at least once every
season. Depending on your type of RV roof,
you may have noticed that around features,
such as skylights and antennas, there is a
rubber-like sealer. If it is clean, it may look
like cinnamon roll frosting, and it’s called lap
sealant. It is an excellent sealant for items
that are attached to the roof.
Like everything else, it can wear out and
start to crack. Cracked lap sealant can leak.
If the area is only cracking or splitting in
small areas, you can easily fix it without
having to remove and reseal the entire area
like you do with caulking.
The first thing you will want to do is clean
the area you are going to repair with soap
and water. After the area is clean and dry,
put some denatured alcohol on a rag and
wipe the existing lap sealant with it. (Do not
pour denatured alcohol directly on the roof
or the lap sealant.)
Lap sealant comes in two types, self-leveling and non-self-leveling. If the area you
are repairing sits flat on the roof, you will
want to use a self-leveling lap sealant. If
the area is around raised components like
satellites and antennas, you will want to use
the latter. Most RV stores carry Dicor Lap
Sealant products.
Important! Make sure you purchase the
correct sealant for your RV roof material!
Your roof may be metal, fiberglass, EDPM
rubber or TPO rubber. While metal and
fiberglass are easy to identify, EDPM and
TPO require some extra work to identify.
(This video from Dicor will help.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KL5qJw397Rc)
Using the wrong sealant for your roof
material can cause serious problems, so be
sure before you buy.
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Lap sealant comes in a tube and can be
applied using a caulking gun, then the area
is prepped, cover the cracked or damaged
area of the old lap sealant. Make sure the
area isn’t going to get wet within the next 24
hours; then you will be good to go.

4

Replace the Water Heater
Check Valve

I did not realize how common this
problem was until my wife, Natalie, and I
made a video about replacing our water
heater check valve on our YouTube channel,
Henley’s Happy Trails. The video has
become one of our most-watched to date.
Our hot water suddenly stopped flowing.
Water would run out of our cold side but not
the hot. After a little bit of troubleshooting
and Googling, I discovered that the culprit
was most likely the water-heater check-valve
coming from the water heater.
The function of the valve is to allow hot
water to leave the heater but not flow back
in. It is essentially a pressure-activated,
one-way valve. I was able to order the
part online from Amazon. I bought two,
so I wouldn’t have to scramble if it ever
happened again. If you are ever in need
of the part, most RV water heaters use a
1/2-inch male-to-male check valve.
The first step in replacing a water heater
check valve is to turn off the water to your
RV and drain the tank by taking the plug out
(located in the front of the water heater).
You will want to make sure it is turned off
and the water has cooled beforehand.
Getting the old check valve off may
require some muscle. I ended up using a
deep socket and the torque wrench I use on
my RV lug nuts to get enough leverage for
breaking it loose from the water heater.
Once you unscrew the old valve from the
water heater tank, wrap the tank side of
the new valve with thread tape and screw it
into the tank. You will know which end goes
into the tank by finding a little arrow on the
valve. The arrow indicates the direction the
water flows through the valve. You want
the water to flow out and away from the
hot-water tank.
Once the valve is screwed into the water
heater, you just have to connect the water
line to the other end of it. Keep in mind that

Water Heater
Check Valve
Replacement
Top Left: The arrow indicates
the flow direction of the
check valve.
PHOTO BY NATALIE HENLEY

Top Right: The first step in
replacing a water heater
check valve is to turn off
the water to your RV and
drain the tank by taking the
plug out
Bottom Right: A new check
valve screwed into the
water heater.
PHOTO BY LEVI HENLEY

Right: The square indicates
where the check valve is
located on the back of my
water heater.
Bottom: You can see the
old valve’s O-ring broke and
came off the valve’s plunger,
preventing it from functioning (right side, see square).
On the left side, you can see
the O-ring securely around
the white plunger of my new
check valve.
PHOTO BY LEVI HENLEY

March/April

March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine

57

leak can be fixed by tightening the fitting.
Simple, right? In most cases, the fitting can
be tightened by hand. If you need to use
a wrench, be careful not to over-tighten
the fitting and strip or crack it. If the leak
caused significant moisture to develop, it
is a good idea to keep the compartment
open and use a fan to speed up the drying
process. If you catch the leak early, there
is a good chance you will avoid any water
damage.
It is a good idea to inspect all visible
fittings while doing seasonal maintenance.
Do a quick check to see if all accessible
fittings are tight, and inspect the immediate
area for any signs of water damage.

You Are Handier Than You Think

RV plumbing lines are normally plastic and
can crack, so take care when tightening it.
Once everything is reconnected, screw
the drain plug back into the front of your
water heater. Turn the water on and open
the hot-water side of any faucet in your RV.
As your tank fills, it will force air out of the
faucet. Once the tank is full, you will have
water from your water heater again. It is a
good idea to check for any leaks around the
fix before calling it a success.

5

Fix Leaky, Loose Plumbing Fittings

Most RV plumbing uses flexible PEX
pipe, and the connections to fixtures
and appliances are plastic or nylon screw
fittings that have a rubber sealing washer or
cone in them. These fittings work pretty well
for the most part, and many RVers never
have a problem with them. Vibration from
the road can cause these fittings to come
loose. RVers usually discover this has
happened by finding a wet area. This
could be under the sink or in a cabinet.
If the source of the water is coming
from a loose fitting, most of the time the
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In 2017, I wrote an article for Escapees RV
magazine that I titled, “You Are Handier
Than You Think.” The clever minds in the
Escapees editing department made one
big change to the article and titled it “Don’t
Worry; Be Handy,” a much better title. In
that article, I detailed the process that
Natalie and I use when something breaks.
You can still read that article by going to
escapees.com/dont-worry-be-handy, but the
main points were:
• Stay Calm
• Assess the Situation; Isolate the Problem
• Investigate the Problem; Pinpoint a
Solution
• Make a List
• Fix It
I have found that each broken part or
malfunctioning system that I learn to fix
myself is like a little badge of honor. Doing
your own repairs not only means you save
money, but you will also forever have the
knowledge to fix it again. You can pass
that knowledge along to another RVer to
make their RV adventure easier, too. With a
little bit of Googling and patience, even the
most novice of RVers may find that they are
handier than they think.
LEVI HENLEY and his wife, Natalie, are a fulltime RVing couple. Together with their two
cats, they travel around the country in their
2011 Sunstar Itasca seeking work-camping
gigs. They share their adventures, seasonal
job experiences and travel tips on their
website, henleyshappytrails.com.

Don’t be afraid of becoming a
full-time RVer just because you are
worried that you may need medical
care for a serious illness or
injury while on the road. In fact, let’s
assume you have proper insurance
and the only thing keeping you from
traveling is the fear of having a
serious medical problem 2,000
miles from your doctors,
I challenge you to embrace it.

M

y wife, Nancy, and I have been
full-time RVers for over 22 years,
since age 43. We both had our
share of serious medical issues
while on the road and have used our lifestyle
to receive better medical care than if we had
stayed in our sticks-and-bricks lifestyle.
Being a full-time RVer can actually make it
easier and less expensive to receive the best
care available in our country, not just the
care available near your home.
During our second year on the road, we
established our domicile and our primary
care doctors in Texas. This made getting our

Full-time RVing: A Conduit for Better

Medical
CARE
By LARRY CHIUPPI #5005
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Nancy recovering from knee
surgery in Vail, Colorado.
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annual labs and medical checkups pretty
easy. But as time went on, we had a number
of medical issues, including knee and back
surgery, placement of cardiac stents on
three separate occasions and four different
cancer diagnoses. We never gave up our
lifestyle, nor did we race back to our prior
sticks-and-bricks location in New Hampshire
to receive medical care.
Nancy’s knee injury was diagnosed
by a local Texas orthopedic surgeon. He
recommended a particular procedure,
but said there was no hurry and she could
wear a knee brace until our work schedule
allowed her to stay off her feet in order to
recover. Nancy researched the Internet to
find the best orthopedic surgery clinics in
areas where we traveled. She discovered
the Steadman Clinic, in Frisco, Colorado.
The Steadman Clinic treated the Colorado
Rockies, the USA snow-boarding team and
numerous famous athletes. She called them
and scheduled an appointment during the
time we would be working in the area. Rather
than visit a small-town orthopedic surgeon,
she had the benefit of a surgeon who was
affiliated with a world-renowned clinic.
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The Steadman Clinic surgeon confirmed
Nancy’s diagnoses, told us the procedure
recommended by that small-town surgeon,
which had been developed by the Steadman
clinic, was not appropriate for her. Nancy’s
surgery was performed at the hospital
in Vail, Colorado. Prior to our arrival, I
obtained permission from hospital security
to boondock in the hospital parking lot the
night before the procedure.
Nancy was released the same day of
surgery; we left the hospital and drove the
motorhome to a nearby RV park. Nancy
went to a local outpatient physical therapy
clinic and, at the prescribed intervals, we
drove a couple of hours back to the Steadman Clinic, in Frisco for Nancy’s post-op
appointments. After her recovery, we
resumed our travel and work assignments.

Medical Vacation

After injuring her back during a seven-day
Wind Rivers Mountains wilderness trip she
visited a renowned Back and Spine clinic in
Springfield. Missouri, which was close to
our fall work assignment. She scheduled
an appointment and they recommended

Above: The outpatient
entrance to MD Anderson
Cancer Center, located in
Houston, Texas.
Far Left: Maumelle Park
Medical RV site in Little
Rock, Arkansas.
Left: Larry and Nancy pose
by their motorhome while
on the road.

surgery but, during the pre-op labs, the
doctor saw blood cell abnormalities and
suggested she follow up with a hematologist.
Our next work assignment was in
Deming, New Mexico, so Nancy found a
hematologist/oncologist in Las Cruces and
setup an appointment to coincide with our
schedule. During the next six weeks, Nancy
had a number of tests and was told she
had multiple myeloma, a rare blood cancer.
The oncologist recommended that we go to
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota,
for a second opinion. We found an RV Park
in the Rochester area with a free shuttle
service to the Mayo and setup a week long
“medical vacation.” Nancy’s records were
transferred to the Mayo, all the appointments and tests were scheduled to occur
over a five-day period.
Visiting the Mayo Clinic was our first
experience in a large medical center.
The RV park actually catered to medical
travelers. Each morning we got on the free
shuttle to the Mayo, then each evening we
returned to the park via the shuttle. On our
last day, the Mayo oncologist confirmed
Nancy’s multiple myeloma diagnosis, but

“You may be thinking it would have been
much easier, if we had a sticks and bricks
existence. But we would have missed out
on our life traveling on the road…”
said it was an inactive form and Nancy
would not need treatment until it became
active, just quarterly lab tests and a couple
of annual tests.

Time to Stop?

You may be thinking it was time to stop
traveling and head home, but it wasn’t, it
was time to get busy. Nancy had to find an
oncologist that was willing to work with our
lifestyle, the one in Las Cruces insisted we
see him every three months. Nancy fired
him and found another oncologist who
would allow her to have her quarterly labs
wherever we were and fax the results to
him. Nancy promised that if the labs showed
any significant changes, we would immediately make an appointment to see him.
You may think it would have been easier,
March/April 2021 ESCAPEES Magazine
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if we had a stick-and-brick existence. But
we would have missed out on our life of
traveling on the road for the nine years that
Nancy remained inactive. During those nine
years, we traveled to Mexico, Canada, the
Florida Keys and Boise, Idaho.

“The treatment was not easy, but she did
end each day at a very beautiful campground on the banks of the Arkansas River.”
Of course I still had routine annual checkups, one of them included a stress test,
which led to my first coronary stent placement during a work assignment in Branson,
Missouri. I fired my Branson cardiologist
because he wanted to see me every three
months, established myself with a Springfield,Missouri, cardiologist, completed
cardiac rehab, and before we left, convinced
him to order a follow-up stress test with the
understanding that if I failed, I would see
him every three months, but if I passed, he
would agree to annual visits. I passed and
we were back on the road.

Full Hookup Medical RV Sites

In the spring of 2015, Nancy’s blood test
showed significant changes, so she scheduled an appointment with the oncologist
in Texas. Her cancer was active and it was
time for treatment. He recommended three
cancer centers that for the treatment of
multiple myeloma: the Mayo Clinic, MD
Anderson Cancer Center and University of
Arkansas Medical Sciences in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Nancy discovered that UAMS
treated more multiple myeloma patients
than any other center. We also discovered
10 full hookup medical RV sites at Maumelle
Park, a nearby US Corp of Engineers campground that charged only $12 per night to
medical patients.
Nancy’s seven months of treatment
occurred as an outpatient. The treatment was not easy, but she did end
each day at a very beautiful campground on the banks of the Arkansas
River. If we remained in our previous
sticks-and-bricks lifestyle in New
Hampshire, we would have had to rent an
apartment, or extended-stay suite in Little
62
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Rock or get her treatment in Boston. Boston
would not have been the best care possible,
plus it was two-hours from home.
In January 2016, Nancy was told she was
in remission, and we were back on the road
again, but we did need to return to UAMS
frequently. Luckily, Arkansas has some
great fly-fishing rivers. So a trip to UAMS
was also an opportunity to fly fish.

Fortunate To Own An RV

Two years later, Nancy developed treatment-related leukemia. Her primary oncologist in Texas and her multiple myeloma
specialist at UAMS, recommended MD
Anderson for her treatment. So, in the spring
of 2018, we rented an RV site at South Main
RV Park, three miles from MD Anderson.
During Nancy’s treatment, we met patients
from all over the country who had come to
MD Anderson for treatment. Some of them
were fortunate enough to own an RV and
others borrowed one, but many were forced
to rent an apartment or motel room for long
periods of time. It became apparent that we
were fortunate to have our home with us. A
month later, I was diagnosed with prostate
cancer.
In March 2020, Nancy lost her battle to
her third and final cancer diagnosis. It had
been 13 years since she was first told she
had cancer. If we had given up our lifestyle,
she would not have had all the wonderful
experiences, and I would not have my
wonderful memories.
To find medical RV sites, start with the
hospital’s website. They often have links to
lodging options, call the hospital to speak
with the security department or the patient
advocate department and talk to other
patients you meet during treatment.
I continue to live and travel in my new
role as a full-time solo RVer and I remain
in remission.
LARRY CHIUPPI retired in 2017 at age 62 and has
been full-time RVing since 1998. Larry says, “I
was inspired to write this article because
I know there are RVers who fear traveling
full-time and they worry that they would not
be able to receive quality medical treatment.
I think its important for people to know that
if you own an RV, it may be a conduit to receive
better medical care by traveling to a specialty center.
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Lake Pleasant Hike at the Arizona Winter Home Base Hangout.
PHOTO BY KIMBERLY COLLINS #148455.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
A Rising Tide

Magazine

By SHAWN LORING #76442, CEO, Escapees RV Club
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The year 2020 was not the year any of
us anticipated, for all the reasons we all
know—and one more. After three of the
greatest years for RV sales in 40 years,
purchases were tracked and were expected to taper off. Then, Covid-19 hit and
the world shutdown. It didn’t take long for
people to realize that they could socially
distance and travel safely in an RV. There
is no need to brave security checkpoints,
encounter unmasked people sitting shoulder-to-shoulder, or experience lodging
in cabins or rooms where cleaning the
common areas presents an almost insurmountable task. Seemingly overnight, the
RV industry was in full swing again.
March/April 2021
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ccording to an RVIA report, the RV manufacturers shipped over 420,000 RVs in 2020.
And, the boom appears to be continuing into
2021. RV manufacturers predict that they will
ship over 500,000 new RV this year, which translates to
an almost 19-percent increase, year over year.1
Moreover, a recent survey with 10,000 respondents,
conducted by one of our partners, Harvest Hosts,
showed that 22.5-percent of RVers will spend more than
90 days in their RVs, in 2021. The survey also indicated
that 10-percent of those surveyed intend to live in their
RVs full-time.2 The RV industry commonly notes that
there are approximately 11 million RVs in use. The
totality of these statistics suggests that there are a lot of
us enjoying the RVing lifestyle for a substantial amount
of time each year.
All the new faces around the metaphoric campfire
publicize and normalize the RV lifestyle. The reinvigorated RV boom has garnered a lot of national attention.
Major news outlets continue to focus on just about
every aspect of RVing. Celebrities chronicle their

RVs at Escapade
in Tucson, Arizona,
in 2019.

1 RV RoadSigns Quarterly Forecast, RVIA: www.rvia.org/rv-roadsigns-quarterly-forecast
2 Is 2021 the Year of the RVer? 2021 Travel Trends Survey Results From 10,000 RVers, by Bill Zhang (Harvest Hosts), January 28th, 2021:
harvesthosts.com/rv-camping/2021-rv-travel-trends-survey-10000-rvers
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RVing adventures on social media and in podcasts.
The general population, but specifically non-RVers, are
regularly introduced to what we all know: RVing is a safe
and enjoyable way to travel and have new adventures.
The frequent and widespread attention that this lifestyle
is receiving serves to demystify the experience of RVing.

Particular to full-time RVing, the apprehension that
some have about living year-round in an RV is greatly
reduced seeing that many hundreds of thousands of
families have successfully “full-timed.”
All this activity translates into a rising tide that
lifts all our boats. As RVing becomes more and more
commonplace, it affects the lives of more and more
people, and the issues we face in this lifestyle also
receive more attention. It makes the advocacy efforts
that we engage in, on your behalf, immensely easier if
we don’t have to explain what it is like to live in an RV.
We still have to convince some that the RV community
is comprised of millions of people, and it isn’t some
fringe group. However, we remain hopeful that the
surge of new RVers will make defending the rights of
all RVers an easier task, so that we can all continue to
enjoy this wonderful lifestyle.
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“All this activity translates into a
rising tide that lifts all our boats.
As RVing becomes more and more
commonplace, it affects the lives
of more and more people, and the
issues we face in this lifestyle also
receive more attention.”

HOPS, CONVERGENCES, HANGOUTS…

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
By DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN #126793, Hangout Directors

If you’re like us, a vital part of your RV life is
the face-to-face relationships you’re able to
build with other Escapees members. We’re
fortunate that the club provides a variety
of opportunities to become part of this
large and friendly community. In addition to
the activities organized by volunteers from
the club’s chapters and birds-of-a-feather
groups, there are three year-round national event programs directed by members
of the club’s paid national staff. (A fourth
national event program, Escapade, is held
once a year.)

Magazine

This month, we thought we would answer one of the questions we hear most often from other members: What is the
difference between a HOP, an Xscapers Convergence, and
an Escapees Hangout…and which of them is right for me?
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Head-Out Program (HOP)

The Escapees Head-Out Program, better known as
HOP, are premium group excursions that target unique
locations, special events and theme-related activities to
create fun-filled and memorable adventures.
At some HOP events, you travel and stay in your
own RV, while others feature more far-flung travel by
air and in hotels. Either way, Escapees arranges just
about everything on the itinerary for you, including
bus transportation, guided tours, admission tickets to
activities, campground or lodging reservations, airline
tickets (for international destinations), restaurants and
catered meals, all of which are included in the price of
the HOP. All you have to do is register, then, show up!
Some of the most popular HOPs focus on events and
activities that would be more difficult to plan on your
March/April 2021

own, like the Rose Parade, Mardi Gras in New Orleans,
the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta and international tours
and cruises.
Lisa Koca is the national Head-Out Program Director. You can find information about upcoming HOPs
at escapees.com/hops. To register for a land HOP,
call Escapees HOP registration at 936-755-1060; to
book cruise HOPs, call the Escapees Travel Agency at
855-757-8881.

Xscapers Convergences

Convergences, the heart of the Xscapers lifestyle group
within Escapees, are unique five- to 10-day gatherings
for the new generation of RVers who are hitting the road
at a younger age. At a Convergence, you’ll find educational sessions, social activities and outdoor adventures,
all with an eye toward creating a close-knit community
of like-minded people and fostering lifelong friendships.
Because Convergences are specifically geared to the
needs of working age RVers, the organized activities
at these events generally take place on evenings and
weekends so they don’t conflict with working hours. For
that reason, activities like music and dance parties will
often last late into the night, especially on weekends!
Convergences also tend to be active, with outings like
hiking, sightseeing, off-road and overland trips, visits
to breweries and wineries, margarita throwdowns and
more. But the lightly structured schedule of Convergences also leaves plenty of time for informal get-togethers
or simply downtime to recharge in preparation for the
next day of fun.
Because there is often 70 to 150 rigs at a Convergence (or several hundred at the largest Convergence,
the Xscapers Annual Bash), they are usually held at
a fairground and other similar venues where the RV
accommodations are dry-camping, although partial or
full hookups are sometimes available. And, to help keep
the events affordable, many activities that involve extra
costs are optional and paid for separately, allowing

participants to select those activities that best fit their
budget and working schedule.
J.P. Smith is the national Convergence Director.
Upcoming Convergences are listed at xscapers.com/
convergences, and registration is exclusively online.

Escapees Hangouts

Try One or Try Them All!

DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN have been full-time RVers
since 2016, exploring the country in their 40' fifth-wheel
trailer. They are Escapees lifetime members and joined the
club’s national staff as Hangouts directors in early 2019.
March/April 2021

67

Magazine

Each of these national event programs is open to all
Escapees members. (If you’re an Xscaper, remember
that you’re also an Escapee!) So choose the type of
event that most interests you, or try out two or even all
three different types to see which one(s) you like best.
Whether it’s a HOP, Xscapers Convergence or Escapees
Hangout, the fun you’ll have and the friendships you’ll
form during each event will be priceless.

ESCAPEES

Hangouts, the club’s newest national event program, is
geared toward active and adventurous RVers who are
no longer working full-time. Similar to Convergences,
Escapees Hangouts holds RV rallies that are five, to
10-days and held in various locations.
At a Hangout, you’ll find plenty of outdoor activities,
like hiking, geocaching, kayaking, biking and zip-lining;
activities that showcase the best of the local area, such
as naturalist-guided tours, urban scavenger hunts,
winery or brewery visits, museums, local festivals and
other cultural events and opportunities for experiential
learning and volunteer service. And, of course, there are
plenty of morning coffees, campfires, interactive games,
happy hours, potlucks and other chances to socialize.
But, there are also some key differences from the
club’s other national events. Because most Hangout
participants are either retired or have very flexible
work hours, the activities generally begin in the
morning then run through the day and into the
early evening hours. As a result, the schedule for

a Hangout is usually fuller than at a Convergence, but
not quite as comprehensive as a HOP. Most Hangouts
are at RV parks or other venues that offer full or partial
hookups. Finally, the club intentionally keeps the
Hangouts small—generally around 30 rigs—to create
an intimate atmosphere and give everyone the chance
to build friendships with all the other attendees.
We (Cheryl and David Goldstein) are the national
Hangouts Directors. You’ll find information on upcoming
Hangouts at escapees.com/hangouts, and you can
register for Hangouts either online or by calling Escapees Member Services, at 936-327-8873.

A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS

By TRAVIS CARR #8, Escapees President, and MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees Vice President

Rethinking the Future
It’s hard to believe that we are celebrating the sixth anniversary of Xscapers! The past year
brought many twists and turns, but we have intentionally looked toward better days ahead and
celebrated all of the accomplishments that have been made through the toughest of years. We
continue to refine, expand and bring in new resources and partnerships that will be of service
to our members. In addition, the RV industry is booming, and we have more opportunities than
ever before to unite and collectively make the RVing experience the best it can be for all involved.
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t the time of this writing, plans are underway
for a hopeful and exciting comeback to in-person events during the second half of 2021. We
understand there is nothing more powerful
than the community and the in-person connections
that are made through them. This is why we are eager
to get things up and running again having the health
and safety of our members at top of mind. While you
can learn more details about what’s on the calendar for
Xscapers Convergences in JP’s article on the following
page, we felt we would be remiss if we didn’t mention
how thrilled we are at the prospect of what’s to come.
While a revival of in-person events has been a huge goal
of ours over the past several months, we have continuously
explored all possible spaces to bring the community
together and provide education to the rising number of
RVers hitting the road. In our last article, we shared the
news that we had a new addition to our team, Sharee
Collier, who was helping us with resources that have a heavy
focus on catering towards the Xscapers community. The
RVer Job Exchange received a major facelift, and we have
devoted more time than ever to give the website a new
sense of purpose. We aim to continue to ramp up the site by
growing the listings/opportunities, enlisting in new partnerships and providing top-notch resources. To see the new
and improved website, visit www.rverjobexchange.com.
Speaking of “redesigning,” while we previously
mentioned the RVer Job Exchange as being part of
Sharee’s focus, we were also working behind the scenes
on another exciting project that we weren’t quite ready to
announce yet. We are pleased to finally divulge details of
the Rethinking Remote Work Conference, which is a fully
virtual event happening from March 4–8, 2021. Over
the course of these five days, we will provide education,
engagement and encouragement for those who are
interested in remote jobs, digital careers, small business
ideas, nomadic entrepreneurship and work-life balance.
March/April 2021

Given that many of our in-person opportunities had
taken a pause, we set out to create a digital offering
that would come as close to that experience as possible
with educational seminars, workshops, a marketplace,
networking opportunities, evening entertainment and
more! We highly encourage you to participate while the
event is happening live, but in case you miss it, registration will be open for a week following the event!
The inspiration for the conference came from the
hand of cards we were being dealt in the crazy game of
life. If there’s anything we’ve learned over the past year,
it’s that there’s always room to rethink and refocus on
your goals for the future. Curve balls were thrown from
every angle and people were forced to reevaluate many
things, including their careers—by managing unexpected growth, looking for new opportunities or capitalizing on new business ideas. When it comes to being
a remote worker, there is always something to learn or
to improve upon. Our hope is that every attendee of the
event will walk away with the tool needed to take meaningful steps in the direction of their goals and visions.
The concept of this event had been on the minds of
Escapees for quite a while, but with the changes we
saw taking place in the world of remote work both for
current and aspiring RVers, we decided to move quickly
to provide the offering to the community. Don’t miss
this opportunity to see what it’s all about. Visit www.
rethinkingremotework.com.
These are only a few things that have kept us motivated and enthusiastic here at Xscapers. Perhaps the
most exciting of all is the thought that we will be able to
gather around the campfire again soon and share our
stories and laughter. We hope that no matter what the
past year held for you, the remainder of 2021 brings
happiness and success in your endeavors. And, we hope
Xscapers will play a role in whatever brings you to
that resolution.

XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

Let the Good Times Roll!
We are all hoping for a return to normalcy in 2021. With that in
mind, we have been busy at Xscapers putting together a full slate of
events for the second half of the year, when we expect to be able to
gather safely again.

J

I HOPE TO SEE YOU ON
THE ROAD IN 2021!
March/April 2021
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“Xscapers has always
prided itself on being
different, and one of the
most unique Convergences
we have had is boondocking for
a week in downtown Las Vegas.”

In the fall, things get busy again with an annual
trip and a must-do for all RVers: the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta! Hundreds of balloons,
great music, good food and friends make this an
ideal event, year after year. With prime parking only
minutes away from the launch field and connections
that usually get everyone interested in helping on one
of the crews, this event is always guaranteed to be a
good time.
Xscapers has always prided itself on being different, and one of the most unique Convergences we
have had is boondocking for a week in downtown
Las Vegas. We are hoping for a triumphant return in
2021, during the week of Halloween. Boondocking in
the downtown area gives us unprecedented access to
all the wonderful restaurants, bars, breweries, shops,
shows, buffets and entertainment. This late-night
convergence is definitely not for children, so that’s
why we are hoping to add a family-friendly Las Vegas
Convergence at another site during the same time
frame, including a couple of activities in which everyone can participate.
I can’t believe we are talking about 2022 already,
but the plan is to be back at our Havasu home
in January, for the Annual Bash, a crazy week of
laughing, learning and socializing with a few hundred
Xscapers friends.
There is much more in the works and, of course, all
of this is dependent on our being able to safely gather
in large groups, and that is an ever-changing situation.
Make sure you are signed up for the bi-weekly Xscapers
e-mail newsletter, where the most recent information
will always be posted. Also, it’s the first place we
announce new convergences.

ESCAPEES

uly kicks it all off with a return to our favorite
Colorado town, Salida. We first officially came
to Salida five years ago, and this place never
disappoints. Mountain views, abundant hiking,
great off-roading, rafting, breweries, restaurants and no
air conditioners needed. What more could you want for
a summer hangout? Camped at the local fairgrounds,
we will be within biking distance of downtown. We
hope to march again in the town’s parade as well as get
reacquainted with all our old Xscapers friends and meet
those who might have hit the road in the last few months
and to welcome them into the Xscaper’s world.
In July, we’ll enjoy Escapade! This is a chance for all
Escapees to get together to learn, teach, shop and laugh.
It’s an annual tradition, and each year the Xscapers have
had a larger contingent. We usually take the party back
to our camping area after the Escapees day has ended
and keep enjoying ourselves well into the night.
The plan for August is to stay where it’s cool and
explore some new areas in the Greater Teton and
Yellowstone area. Since Escapade is going to be in
Wyoming, and we know people are coming from far
away, we thought it would be good to stay nearby. This
will give you time to explore the natural beauty of the
Rocky Mountains and then meet back up with your
Xscapers friends for another Convergence in the shadow
of the Tetons.

UPCOMING CONVERGENCES
SALIDA CONVERGENCE JULY 2021
ESCAPADE: ROCK SPRINGS, WY JULY 2021
TETON CONVERGENCE AUGUST 2021
BALLOON FIESTA CONVERGENCE OCTOBER 2021
LAS VEGAS HALLOWEEN CONVERGENCE OCTOBER 2021
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Please visit www.escapees.com and www.xscapers.com for up-to-date
information regarding events. Due to concerns surrounding COVID-19,
event schedules are rapidly changing, and events may be canceled or
postponed after this magazine issue is published.
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VIRTUAL

C O N F E R E NC E
MARCH 4 — 8

2 5 + S P E A K E R S • 4 0 + S E SS I O N S • 1 0 WO R K S H O P S

INFORMATION,
ENGAGEMENT &
ENCOURAGEMENT

The Rethinking Remote Work Conference is a five-day conference
delivering information, engagement and encouragement for RVers
and digital nomads interested in remote jobs, digital careers,
small business ideas, nomadic entrepreneurship and the remote
work-life balance!
If you're searching for ways to get started with remote careers or
remote entrepreneurial ventures, the Rethinking Remote Work
Conference will help you discover now horizons and expand what you
thought was achievable. Open your eyes to new possibilities and
gain access to a community of people who are doing the same!

www.RethinkingRemoteWork.com

EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension number for specific directions to events.
• March/April deadline: Jan. 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions should be sent to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

			888-757-7701
DATES
LOCATION
HOST CHAPTER
EXTENSION #
CA

El Centro, Rio Bend RV & Golf

25

8025

12–16

CA

29 Palms, 29 Palms RV Resort

25

8025

12–16

FL

Winter Haven, Cypress Campground and RV Park

57

8057

16–18

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort, RVers Boot Camp

National

936-327-8873

22–25

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Resort

37

8037

22–29

TX

Sealy, Coushatte Recreation Ranch

11

8011

30–May 05

TN

Crossville, Spring Lake RV Resort

42

8042

13–16

LA

Sulphur, A+ Motel and RV Park

10

8010

13–16

OR

McMinnville, Old Stone Village RV

37

8037

02–05

OR

Chiloquin, Train Mountain Railroad

37

8037

07–10

WI

DeForest, Madison KOA

49

8049

13–17

WA

Frances, Swiss Hall

34

8034

14–18

AB

Canada, Rimbey, Last West Community Hall

44

8044

17–20

MI

Coldwater, Branch County Fairground, Great Lakes
Tri-Rally

06

8006

21–25

WA

Lynden, NW Washington Fairground

05

8005

08–11

TX

Elmendorf, Braunig Lake RV Park

11

8011

11–15

OR

Rickerall, Polk County Fairground

34

8034

18–23

WY

Rock Springs, Escapade

National

936-327-8873

15–19

OR

Lincoln City, Wapiti RV Park

34

8034

16–20

AB

Canada, Rimbey, Last West Community Hall

44

8044

72

20–23

OR

Charleston, Bastendorff Beach Park

37

8037
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07–11

23–27

WA

Pacific Beach, US Navy Recreation Resort

05

8005

24–27

OR

Florence, Florence Elks RV Park

37

8037

12–16

OR

Odell, Hood River Fairground

34

8034

13–17

WA

Prosser, Wine Country RV Resort

05

8005

30–Oct 03

SC

Roebuck, Pine Ridge Campground

29

8029

03–08

OR

Florence, Odd Fellows

34

8034

08–10

OR

Merlin, Indian Mary Park

37

8037

14–17

TX

Bandera, Skyline Ranch RV Park

11

8011

APRIL 2021

MAY 2021

JUNE 2021

JULY 2021
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AUGUST 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021

OCTOBER 2021

FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS, SEE PAGE 70.
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WE BUY

RVs!

It's time to CASH IN
on your RV. We are
the solution.

JOIN US ONLINE!

Call us today. We are
ready to BUY your RV!

(800) 349-5542
Escapees Virtual Campfires bring the conversation around the fire into the
online world. Hosted live on Facebook by members of the Escapees team,
they cover a range of topics of interest to any RVer. Join the conversation in
real time with a running chat on Facebook!

Or visit us
onpageTall
the web
at:
1/3
BLEED:

www.BuyMyRVUSA.com
2.888x10.875 trim
3.138 x 11.375 bleed
Central
FL RV
Central
Florida

RV Center

APRIL 16–18, 2021
Cancellation Notice
SKP ACRE RALLY 2021
Due to Covid-19 pandemic concerns, the 2021 ACRE rally has been
cancelled. However, the Escapees RVers Boot Camp event scheduled for
April 16–18, 2021, is still moving forward.
Those who have made reservations with River Vista RV Resort must
call them directly to cancel (706-746-2722). The campground will
charge $15 for campground cancelations and $25 for cabin cancelations. For those who registered with ACRE and paid the rally fees,
Larry Forbes, ACRE treasurer, will be mailing refunds. The ACRE
Steering Committee will hold an ACRE rally in April 2022, most
likely at River Vista. For up-to-date information on ACRE and Boot
Camp, please visit https://skpacre.weebly.com or www.escapees.com/
community-calendar/category/rvers-boot-camp.

Central Florida RV

is a leading buyer of
pre-owned RVs.
We are always looking to buy.
We purchase all classes of
RVs, paid for or not. We buy
nationally, have expert appraisers and work with a reliable network of dealers.
We are striving to be your
#1 RV specialist!

(800) 902-9022
www.cflrv.com

NEW

RVERS BOONDOCKING POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards
of our environment. Protecting and preserving our public lands should be our honor and must be our
pledge. Whether we choose a national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) site, or
other public lands, these practices always apply.
Remember, camping on public lands is a privilege, not a right. Abuse can create tighter regulations, raise
maintenance fees, and have an overall negative impact on public lands and our ability to use them in the
spirit in which they were intended. With the help and support of our advocates, the Escapees RV Club has
created a condensed list of “Best RVing Practices” to ensure that our public lands will remain beautiful
treasures that we can retreat to as we travel.

Public Lands Parking Etiquette

RVers Boondocking Policy
1. Respect the Rules of the Land. Observe posted signs, obtain permits when necessary, follow
usage limits, and camp only in designated areas and pre-established campsites, which vary
depending on agency and state regulations. Bear in mind, some of these lands fall under federal
laws, not state laws.
2. Treasure the Terrain. Camp on durable surfaces. Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain
by digging, moving large rocks, cutting plants, etc. Stick to predesignated paths without widening
them or creating new ones. Remember, there are native plants, organisms, and ecosystems that
interplay here and can be easily damaged.
3. Respect Your Neighbors. Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Orient
your RV so that your generator isn’t directed at them and respect quiet hours. Rules vary but are
generally between 10pm-8am. Maintain a tidy campsite. Keep noise to a minimum so everyone
has a peaceful experience. Drive at a campground speed and be aware of kids, wildlife, pets, and
your dust trails.

Proud Partner | LNT.org

4. Respect Nature and Wildlife. Keep pets under control and clean up after them, even in the
wild. Don’t entice, feed, or approach wildlife. Limit or eliminate use of pesticides. Check for burn
bans; be mindful of firewood rules and make sure your fire is fully extinguished. (Remember,
exhaust pipes on vehicles and generators can trigger fires.) Consider a propane fire pit that you
can carry with you and snub out easily.
5. Pack it In, Pack it Out. Keep your holding tanks closed! Secure fresh water from approved
sources and dispose of trash respectfully in public trash receptacles. Lower your impact with
bio-degradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you found it!
Take only memories, leave only footprints.
As RVers, we should be good stewards of the land to protect this privilege for future generations. Not
following these practices can have serious consequences and could be detrimental to all RVers. Public
lands can be closed to camping because of overcrowding, damage to the land, and guests overstaying the
time limits. Following the best practices will help ensure that we all remain good neighbors to each other
and the land. If you feel that someone is unaware of these practices, share these resources with them in a
positive way.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

For more information and resources on boondocking best practices, please visit www.escapees.com/rvers-boondocking-policy

Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

Be Electrically
Independent

You can not
leave me alone
unless you have a
Fridge Defend®

by ARP

www.RVSolarElectric.com
480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.
NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.
iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

VETERANS

DISCOUNT PROGRAM

SAVE

5

% JOIN!
When You

Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of
reliability and safety for your
RV fridge by automatically
controlling boiler
temperature, thereby
helping to prevent fridge
failure and catastrophic fires!

Can you afford not to be fire safe?

A Small Investment Yielding www.arprv.com
Huge Returns—Your Safety! 406-494-1959

For more information, visit

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/VETERAN
or call 888-SKP-CLUB

CHAPTER MAP

Let’s Get Together!
22

33

44
18

5

9

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter, join a chapter and pay chapter dues,
if applicable. Yes! It is that easy. As you travel, we invite you to get to know
Escapees in your area. Call us for details and let’s get together.

3

39
34

41

53
49

37

6

47
36
24
46

14
38
2

51

54
42

29

17
52

32
25

45

26

16

21
10
11
57

8

A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR

Indicates that an Escapees Head
Out Program event has been planned
at this general location during 2021.
See page 14-15 for more information.
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JIMMY AND LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Directors
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We would like to do something a bit different for this issue
because we know that some of you are receiving annoying,
fraudulent or unsolicitied e-mails, with some even having
the potential to be a cyber security threat.
For our chapter and BoF communities, we try to send
out reminders on occasion regarding e-mails that may be
received regarding transfers of money, gift card scams,
etc. However, it’s important for everyone to be aware
that even messages you receive from someone in your
contacts list may need extra scrutiny.
Any e-mail inquiry that asks you to send money,
deposit money, pay for an unexpected item or purchase
gift/money cards, should be a time for you to stop and
take a second look. Is this an expected request? Is the
money being sent to or from a trusted account? Have
you spoken by phone or in person with the sender?

First, do not respond to the e-mail if you have any
suspicions. If it is a scam, you don’t want to confirm your
information to the party on the other end. Even if it
comes from a trusted e-mail contact, there could potentially be a problem on their end. The easiest solution
is to pick up the phone and call the party directly to
confirm that the request is legitimate.
And most importantly, never confirm any personal
or financial information over the phone or through the
Internet to any person you don’t know and trust.
If you believe that you have received a scam e-mail,
please report it to your e-mail provider. Each provider has
a division that deals with such cases, and it is important
that they know what is happening in order to intervene.
We hope you check out the “Events Calendar” on page
70 so you can meet up with other Escapees for good
times. Happy and safe springtime travels to you.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@escapeeschapter2.com

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Steve Allgire

206-949-0186

chapter5president@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley1505@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Kassandra Dennis

408-603-0600

kassandra@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Betty Bush

503-705-9872

bettybush01@yahoo.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

14

Lucky Rollers

Nancy Schmitt

775-990-3491

suncatchers55@aol.com

8014

16

Georgia Azaleas

Joe Maltese

706-594-9374

escapeeschapter16@gmail.com

8016

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Keith Ellison

250-746-7919

keithandsue@shaw.ca

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

619 884-9069

mformico@cs.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Yavapai

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Al Wejr

250-545-1359

alweege@gmail.com

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs

Karen Grady

503-260-5764

kgrady606@gmail.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Valerie Rasmusson

541-951-1972

valrasmussonrvclub37@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Sandy Thomason

209-984-5017

sandytom71@yahoo.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-7765

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@gmail.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

Bob and Sheila Lake

403-281-1695

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Dale Geary

602-799-5860

azdesertbum5@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-534-1537

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Bruce Hennington (acting) 888-757-7701

bhennington2@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

Vernon Bergi

219-608-1148

bergv52@gmail.com

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

53

Treasure St Travelers

Randee Follmer

406-698-4416

rj.cm@live.com

8053

54

Wild West Escapees Neal Haerich

785-735-4969

nhaerich@gmail.com

8054

57

Florida Sun Gators

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

Lynn Lunde

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT A CHAPTER, VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/CHAPTERS.
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SKP DINE-OUTS
It’s time to eat!

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.
Please confirm the time and location of luncheons before making plans to attend.
ALABAMA

NEW MEXICO

ARIZONA

OREGON

Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course,
Ironwood Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis:
520-360-5695, Nov-April

Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m., breakfast, Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec

Gulf Shores: Canceled until further notice.
Ruth E. Snashall: 408-206-2831, ruthsnashall@icloud.com.
Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Norm and Ritchie Eriksen:
480-671-0610, twocanyondwellers@msn.com. Nov-March

Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike:
602-325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org
Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 928-231-7422, imslide@gmail.com.
Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. David Sears: 936-215-1035 Nov-April

ARKANSAS

Conway: 3rd Mon, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 814 E. Oak St.
Don Tannehill: 501-410-8950 April-Oct

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631
Modesto: Canceled until further notice.
Sandy Thomason, 209-984-5017.

Magazine

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec
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Lakewood: Ladies’ breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303, for more information.
Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Chadwick’s Pub and Sports Bar,
2300 Biddle Road. Valerie: 541-774-4394,
valrasmussonrvclub37@gmail.com

Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

TENNESSEE

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

TEXAS

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., La Casita Mexican Restaurant. 215 S
Washington Ave. (Washington Ave is Business 59) We meet in the
back room. David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhorton2@aol.com

UTAH

West Valley City: Canceled until further notice. Lawrence Pay:
801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

WASHINGTON

Mount Vernon: Canceled until further notice. Bud/Lori:
206-953-6433, budkauffman@me.com.
Tacoma: Canceled until further notice. Barb Johnson:
360-908-0699, barbj1752@msn.com

WISCONSIN

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Perko’s Restaurant,
6215 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights. www.goldnugget24.org

Portage: 1st Wed, 12 p.m., Dino’s Restaurant, 12900 New Pinery
Rd. Helen Hoege: 608-254-2055, khhoege@gmail.com. Oct-April

San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m., breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m., Mike Formico:
619 884-9069, mformico@cs.com

CANADA

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop,
202 Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856

BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net

Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m., Main Restaurant
Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382

BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Smitty’s, In the Southgate
Mall, 117-50 Tenth Street. Linda Henton: lfhenton@gmail.com,
April-Oct. Except June and Sept

COLORADO

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, 12 p.m.. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis

FLORIDA

BC, Salmon Arm: 3rd Fri, 11:30 a.m., PJ’s Family Restaurant,
#202 360 Trans-Canada Hwy SW. (in the Centenoka Park Mall).
Please call Maisie Beattie 250-803-9969 to let her know you are
coming. mlynneb146@gmail.com

MISSOURI

BC, Vernon: Last Tues, 12 p.m.. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net

NEVADA

ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov

Englewood: Postponed until further notice.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net
Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Rose Irons: 239-896-3799, ggshirkey@yahoo.com. Nov-April
Springfield: Postponed until further notice.
Vernon Eide: 417-209-8650.
Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., Mountain Falls Grill, 5001
Clubhouse Dr. George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May
Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

March/April 2021

ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28 Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com. May and Oct

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES:
APRIL 16–18, 2021
Dillard, Georgia

JULY 15–17, 2021

For more information, call

NOVEMBER 12–14, 2021

or to register for an event, visit

Escapade, Rock Springs, Wyoming
Rainbow's End, Livingston, Texas

936-327-8873

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, rainbowplantation.escapeesrvparks.com

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, northranch.escapeesrvparks.com

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, sumteroaks.escapeesrvparks.com

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, turkeycreek.escapeesrvparks.com

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030, 575-544-4004,
Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, dreamcatcher.escapeesrvparks.com

$

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, raccoonvalley.escapeesrvparks.com

$

TEXAS

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, rainbowsend.escapeesrvparks.com
TRA PARK | 3100 Moore St., Pecos, TX 79772
432-447-2137, Fax: 432-447-3287, trapark@escapees.com. trapark.escapeesrvparks.com
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Now Accepts Online Bookings!

Daily Nonmember
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Escapees RV Club
owned and operated.

395+
415+
475535

SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA
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SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

$

25

+ Elec
& tax

20

+ tax

$

23

Incl Elec

$

35

Incl Elec

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com

$

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S., Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

$

limited

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-206-9907, Fax: 559-671-0084, parksierra@gmail.com, www.parksierra.net

$

FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
Discounted rates 5/1 – 10/31
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

$

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

21-26

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

20-23

+ Elec

20

$

Incl Elec

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

$

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

$

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.cohoskp.com

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

375

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

$199

Incl Elec

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

140161

+ Elec

495575

+ Elec

$

125

$

-

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

$

27

Incl Elec

$

20

+ Elec

$

30.00

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

365

$

Incl CTV

$

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”
Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and/or additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling: 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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350
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+ Elec

$

125

Incl Elec

1162
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$
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Pet Friendly

Dog Run

Laundry

Clubhouse

Activity Center

Reservations

25

WiFi

99

Storage

-

Dry-camping

0

Pull-thru

ERPU Sites

107

Lease Lots

# of Sites

-

50 AMP

22

30 AMP

87

55+ Park
-

-

Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join in the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Deserts
and beaches are only one hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula, "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

EVENTS AND EXTRAS

N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive their one-week stay for $75;
Make request at check-in. Call ahead for availability. No reservations.

N

GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'

Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is 25 miles
from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks are only a day-trip away! The winter months are mild
and the spring wildflowers are glorious. First-time visitors can enjoy
$50 off their first week’s stay! Visit our website or call for reservations.

N

N

N

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N

N

N

-

N

N

N

-

N

N

254 n/a
-

-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First-time Escapees visitors will receive 50% off one week stay, plus
electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in February.
Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San Antonio area
and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a two- to three-hour drive
from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy. Costco, five
chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to restaurants, churches;
other amenities. Award-winning wineries, fishing, forest trails and
wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70 miles. Stay six nights, get a
seventh night free!
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Explore Washington’s Olympic Peninsula from Seattle to Victoria,
B.C. Art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries, concerts, distilleries, festivals, fresh local foods, hiking, kayaking, live music, wineries/
wine routes, whale watching. Stay up to 6 months beginning October 1 (depart by May 31). Reserve now at Evergreen Coho SKP Park,
call 360-385-6538.
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N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
National Park? We’re your place to stay: large sites, reverse osmosis
water. First-timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for returning
visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships blossom.
See our website for our many activities and amenities. Then visit our
active park in quiet south-central Florida.

-

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive three
days free when they pay for one week ($110, plus tax/elec). Explore
many activities from this central location. Activities update provided
at daily social hours. Visit the website or call for details.
Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive their week at a 50% discount, plus elec./
tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers” for details.

N

283 n/a

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut St., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.
AVA America’s Walking Club: AVA is a nationwide network of walking
clubs. Its members arrange walks to local points of interest. We host
walks throughout the year, and you’re welcome to join America’s
Walking Clubs’ events. The cost per person per walk is $3. Membership
in America’s Walking Club is not required but encouraged. Members
can earn pins and patches. To join BoF, send your name, SKP# and
address to Susan Alton: avabof@aol.com.
Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com.
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter and Facebook group provide opportunities to share the
RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several times a year.
Send your name and SKP# to: boomerBoF@gmail.com.

Magazine

Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not listed.)
Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and Judy Wilson,
editors. To join, contact Judy Wilson at wilsonjudwil2@gmail.com.
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Buffs: Social group for those who enjoy the swing, Poly and/or nude
lifestyle. The original group was formed over 20 years ago. After a
short break in operation and a change in leadership, we are back. Our
mission is to facilitate a community of like-minded members, with the
purpose of personal, family and community growth. The group has a
private Facebook group (only group members can see who’s in the
group). To join, contact Kelly/Tamarr McKay at BwOFBOF@gmail.com
Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering
of Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile churchwithout-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another without
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson, at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users. Info is exchanged by e-mail. To
subscribe to the newsgroup, e-mail: skp-computer-bof+subscribe@
googlegroups.com. Contact: Andrew Richardson, 204 Rainbow Drive
#10474, Livingston TX 77399-2004; spun69@gmail.com.
DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many

March/April 2021

organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the
Red Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the
right disaster response activity to provide life-sustaining assistance.
For info, visit: www.dovebof.org or contact Brian at president@
doveBoF.org or Don at membership@dovebof.org (210-268-3931).
Yearly dues: $10.
Escapees Traveling Yogi: All welcome, from dedicated yogis
to those curious about learning yoga. We practice yoga at Escapades, Convergences and other meetups, share recommendations
for yoga teachers, studios, retreats and amazing places to practice. We support each other in progressing our practices/healthy
lifestyles while we travel. We help those new to yoga. No dues.
Join us on Facebook. Send name, SKP# and interest to Theresé:
tbjulo@yahoo.com Namaste.
Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay
in contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd,
238 Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-5780864. noblecyd@reagan.com. To join, you need a Facebook account.
Search for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request to
be added.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and
family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational articles on research techniques and sources. SKP Genies
Magic (a rally/research trip hybrid) held annually. Info and advice are shared by Yahoo! group. Contact Albert at skpgenies@
gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr., #4228,
Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: We provide a link enabling members to connect with other
SKP geocachers, share geocaching information, learn from others
and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby. The BoF hosts an
annual multi-day rally in Quartzsite, AZ, in late January, featuring
morning seminars and afternoon caching outings. Communication
is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues/fees. To join, contact Wendy: skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include address, names, SKP#, phone#
and geocaching handle.
Hitches and Stitches: No muss, no fuss (no dues), chat about
in our private Facebook group, BoF Stitches and Hitches. Projects include working with fabrics by hand or machine, clothes,
quilts, embroidery or crafts. We love them all. Share your successes and ask for help for the oops projects. Contact Karla at
karla.k.mika@gmail.com.
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find classes, rallies and
special events. Members contribute info on a city-by-city basis.
Available websites feature line-dance class locations and special
events. No dues or newsletters. To sign up, visit RVillage.com, click
on “Groups” or “Search” and enter “Line Dancers Unite.” In the
left column on the Group homepage, click “Join.” To read posts,
click “Group Forum” at the top of the page. Contact Margo:
Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net.

Low-Carb Lifestyle: If you’re eating low-carb, join us! We’re here to
support and encourage each other online as well as during Convergences or our own meetups. Recipes and tips are welcome. We meet online
in our Facebook and RVillage groups. Feel free to request membership
in both. Send your name and SKP# to Lauren: desertlemon@gmail.
com or Melissa: melissakadorian@gmail.com
Military, Veterans and Gold Star Families: Provides opportunities
for fellowship, food and fun to those still serving, have served or the
families of service members in the United States and Canadian Armed
Forces. No dues, and anyone wishing to join may contact Richard
Strait 231-288-4222 EscapeesBOFMilitary&Veterans@gmail.com.
Nomadic Families: Brings RV families together to share info about
our lifestyle. Our mission is to promote exploration and freedom while
still maintaining a sense of community. It’s a place for traveling kids/
teens to make lasting connections with others where they are treated
as equals and encouraged to explore their surroundings, unhindered
by societal standards. Our goals are to have many events each year,
support Escapees/Xscaper family events and encourage our members
to form their own gatherings. Contact: bofnomadicfamilies@gmail.com.
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a
purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership is not
dependent on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks,
nationwide. Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more.
Parking (including water, elec, dump) is furnished. A current projects
list is on NOMADS Website and visible only to its members, but with
nationwide sites. To join visit www.nomadsumc.org or contact Doris
318-613-6599 jakdori@gmail.com
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists
writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our new group
forum at RVillage.com. Sign up for free. Then click search or groups, and
enter “Penwheels” in the search field. Click “join group” to post. Send
your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@
earthlink.net) to add your name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact
Penwheels editor at margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please join
our Facebook group: Stay connected with animal-loving Escapees; get
notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade. Juliet Whitfield:
970-729-2946, dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com, www.facebook.com/
groups/EscapeesPetLovers

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit: www.skpphotographers.com. Brock Brinkerhoff/Janine Vance,
skpphotographers@gmail.com.

SOWERs (Servants on Wheels): A nondenominational ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of
approved ministries, we choose projects and months we work;
www.sowerministry.org.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and
at Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so
we can meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good times with great people! Contact Sean Miller, at
seansmiller1@gmail.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV: A group of people who like to ride their UTV/ATV.
If you have a UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while discovering
new places to camp and ride, we are the group for you. Open to
Escapees members. No dues. We are seeking new leadership. If interested contact Jimmy or Lockie at chapterdirectors@escapees.com.
NEW! Twist Your Throttle: Is an informal Escapees group who share
common interests in everything motorcycle. Our group is open to all
types of Escapees motorcycle riders, passengers, and bikes. Our goal
is to provide regular connections for motorcycle safety, repairs, rides,
and awareness through online presentations specifically for Escapees
who are on the move in an RV. There is no charge to join the group.
www.twistyourthrottle.com or www.facebook.com/twistyourthrottle.
Contact Lucinda Belden: lucinda@dwo.net.
Whole-Food, Plant-Based (WFPB): This WFPB BoF group is for
those interested in learning about and sharing information, Science
and recipes for the WFPB way of eating. This group focuses on science-based health reasons for eating a mostly plant-based diet. No
fees or dues. We’ll share information on a Facebook page, Whole-Food,
Plant-Based BOF SKP. Contact Ray Hatch: ray_h1941@yahoo.com
or Lodema Hatch: LO1942@hotmail.com to join.
Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North Ranch,
in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography
and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our
paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles related
to anything wood. To join, send name, address, SKP# and $5/year to
John Ely, 3213 W. Main, #279, Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter
sent 3x a year. woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent or
RV travel in countries around the world other than North America.
Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free monthly
e-newsletter. To join, send your name and SKP# to Kathy Howe, at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701,
plus extension— (DOVE x8083 and SOLOs x8080). BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator
Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year, member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Download member
form: skpsolos.org/about/. Print form, complete and send with check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N. Leslie St.
#556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@gmail.com.

ESCAPEES

Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail:
rwsp606@gmail.com. to get roster and yearly newsletter, by e-mail,
$5; mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer,
2121 E Keenan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives
committed to constructively addressing public policy at every level of
government. By establishing relationships with like-minded SKPs, we
facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our understanding
of issues, policies and candidates for public office. We seek ways to
strengthen our communities, nation and world by using our influence
to bring about positive change. A closed Facebook group is used to
connect. Free membership. To join, send SKP# to Larry Butler, at
techcfo@yahoo.com.
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FIRST STATE BANK
“When you need to Escape, just bring us along!”
Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
Remote Deposit • Online Bill Pay
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
• ATM at Escapees Rainbows End •
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

Financial StrategieS
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Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551
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100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.
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community with regular advertising.
Visit www.escapees.com/advertise,
call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
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• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins
For special orders or custom engraving jobs,
call 936-327-8873 or visit the Website for
more information.

www.escapees.com/store
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Badge designs
starting at just
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Workamper, Inc..................................................................................CM# 14..................................23

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
CALL ME FOR LISTINGS or CALL ME TO LIST
Linda Stevens 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New custom homes, from $300K
with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage and additional F-HU
outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
two hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat.
Phase 3 coming soon! 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com.
Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.
TX Sargent: Full-hookup RV lot for rent. Lot is 50'x100'. Fisherman?
Hunter? C’mon down.. Close to commercial boat ramp with access to
the gulf. Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.

FOR SALE

RV tow car: 2017 Chevy Malibu LT, silver, 40,000 miles. Fully towequipped with SMI RV / car auto braking system. $13,500. Located
in the Palm Springs, CA, area. donschager@live.com, 650-438-6021.

RIGS FOR SALE

2015 Tiffin Allegro Bus 45 LP: One owner, excellent condition.
30,000 miles; includes Air Force One braking system, Winegard
Traveler satellite, most options, plus extras. Photos upon request.
Asking $240,000. Call David 608-769-2708.
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MISCELLANEOUS
A new book by Jack Huber
about the RV lifestyle! Jack
weaves together a collection
of lighthearted anecdotes,
adventures and cautionary
tales from his years on the
road, along with his wife,
Nadyne, in their fifth-wheel
as full-time RVers.

amazon.com/dp/B08R6GCXPY
(or search for “RV Life
Happens” on Amazon).

There are stories of “rigastrophes,”
tragedy, humorous characters,
mishaps, RV park follies, worries
and preparation.
FOR THE BEST IN RV SANITATION: Blue Streak Automatic Chemical Dispenser. www.bluestreakchem.com

Experience the summer in small town America: Camp host
needed next season for small (10-space) RV park in Junction, Utah.
May to October, 2021. Camp host duties and landscaping (no janitorial), 20 hrs per week. FHU, propane, Wifi, phone and bonus. Be
your own boss, flexible hours (enjoy national Parks nearby). Contact
Randy at 800-576-9980 or rfarrar@1horizon.net. For more info visit:
www.1horizon.net/camphost.

NEW WORX 40V, 725 PSI HYDROSHOT: ULTRA Portable Power
Cleaner is packed with more cleaning power than any other Hydroshot
to date. Yet, it has retained all the portability and convenience of the
popular Hydroshot line, along with notable upgrades, including a hitech brushless motor and re-designed motor/pump configuration. The
WORX 40V, 725 psi Power Share Hydroshot ULTRA Portable Power
Cleaner (WG649, $369.99) is available at worx.com.

Idaho State Parks: Recruiting volunteers now for summer 2021.
Seeking active singles and couples as campground, special project,
maintenance and visitor services hosts April—October 2021. FHU
provided with a minimum of 30 days, 24–30 hrs/site. Enjoy free
entry to all state parks, complimentary camping, scenic RV sites,
outstanding training and friendly staff. Contact: kathryn.hampton@
idpr.idaho.gov, 208-514-2493 or find out more and fill out an
application online at www.parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/activities/
volunteering

LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are
amazing with less bacteria, no smell and convenience. Ideal for RVs
and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401. www.lunatecgear.com

PRODUCTS

Bark Potty: The new generation of pee pads. Bark Potty is made of
real bark and like real grass, contains the natural smells that compel
dogs to “go.” The tray is lined to prevent leaks, the proprietary bark
naturally neutralizes odors, and one Potty replaces up to 60 pee pads.
Make the switch to the eco-friendly potty pad that’s better by design.
$37 with a subscription! Learn more on barkpotty.com
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LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and clean gear. For
more information visit www.lunatecgear.com
PullStart Fire: The fastest, easiest way to start a fire. Reliable in any
weather: wind, rain, snow. It even lights wet wood. Food-safe and
burns a full 30 minutes. So much fun you’ll never want to start a fire
any other way. https://pullstartfire.com/ $17.99 3-pack.
Solight: This self-inflating, waterproof, solar light is made from
non-toxic, recyclable, hi-tech materials. The light keeps its shape even
when punctured and recharges in the sun, lasting up to 12 hours. It’s
great for indoor/outdoor use, backyard aesthetic, emergency use and
more! 20$–$66. solight-design.com

Final Journeys

FINAL JOURNEYS

Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to
the families and friends of deceased members.
We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member
before submitting a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351, or e-mail
departmentseditor@escapees.com.
Beltz, Doris #2844-January 11, 2021: Doris lost her battle with
cancer at her home in Summerdale, Alabama. Her passion was travel,
and travel she did, all around the world with friends she loved. She
was a member of Escapees Chapter 26. (Reported by son,Jim Beltz.)

Howle, Willis and La June #22813-Willis-December 28, La
June-December 14, 2020: Willis and La June were lifetime members who enjoyed living at Rainbow’s End for 18 years. They also
volunteered at CARE. (Reported by daughter, Kim Cappa..)

Cassens, Fred #23881-October 19, 2020: (Jan, 157 Arianna
Way, Auburndale, FL 33823) My best friend and husband of 36
years slipped away peacefully after suffering several years with
COPD and Parkinson’s disease. He would have turned 91 years old in
December. We joined Escapees before we retired in 1992 so that we
could start receiving the magazine and utilize the mail and message
services. That was before websites and cell phones! We hadn’t even
decided on which style of RV to buy! We became lifetime members
of Escapees and Great Lakes Chapter 6. After eight years of full-time
RVing, we settled in Florida because of Fred’s declining health. But,
during those eight years, we were active Escapees, going to every
chapter rally and Escapade that we could fit in. Fred, never wanting
to “sit around,” always volunteered us for staff positions. We were
also VCRs, reps for Chapter Row and CARE, and members of the
DOVE BoF. We were tail gunners for Aztec Trails RV Caravans and
on the staff of Adventure Caravans, which usually put us in Mexico
every winter and Alaska in the summer. We joined Joe and Kay Peterson on their Tulips and Alps tour of Europe and went on a HOP
to Hawaii in 2012. In Florida, he worked at Walt Disney World for
10 years, seven years in attractions and three as a bus driver. He
loved his Mickey Mouse job! I’ll miss him for the rest of my natural
life until I join him in Heaven.

Limoges, Michael #5315-December 29, 2020: (Mary Jo, 260
W. British Flying School Blvd, Apt. 36, Terrell, TX 75160) Mike had
a stroke in 2018, and he passed on to heaven in December. We had
been married 66 years. We traveled for 17 years in our motorhome
and it was a wonderful adventure. Escapees offered the best of all
things during our travels. Mike was always anxious to return to Rainbow’s End where he could volunteer when possible. We were always
glad to see our friends and make new ones to enrich our lives. I will
continue to live in Terrell, Texas, and be a gold age Escapees member.

Goodwin, Karen #30231-November 20, 2020: (Larry, 1914 Addison St. Inverness, Fl 34453) Karen was the love of my life for almost
51 years. That terrible disease Alzheimer’s, took her way too soon.
We were at North Ranch when it was barely a graded dirt. We always
wanted to spend the winters at North Ranch but ended up moving
to Florida where Karen taught school for 31 years. I will continue to
travel as much as possible.

Mumma, Carol #41707-January 7, 2021: Carol died peacfully
from complications from aortic aneurysm surgery. (Reported by
friends Sue Glick #7061and Ruth Ann Peel.)
Riley, Yvonne C #23465-January 7, 2021: (Gene 6037 Dustin
Drive, Watauga, TX 76148) Yvonne died at the age of 89 from coronavirus. Onset to death was very quick so she did not linger in pain.
Many years ago we traveled in our fifth-wheel trailer all over the United
States and Canada. We were full-time for about six years. Our trips
and memories were wonderful. I will miss her and continue to travel
when I can by auto.
Yust, Charles #25881-March 18, 2020: (Chris, 5652 Saddlebag
Lake Rd Lake Wales, FL 33898) Charles died suddenly due to an
earlier fall that caused a slow brain bleed. We were married for almost
30 years. We have been lifetime Escapees members since 1992 and
owned property at Rainbow’s End for over 24 years. We loved fulltime RVing and ran our insurance business on the road for over 20
years, retiring in 2018 to a home in Florida. He loved it here! We had
downsized our RV and I hope to continue my travels. Charles was a
quiet and kind man, always helping others. I miss him immensely.
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Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.

Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.

Magazine
88

Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.

ESCAPEES

If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate conduct
not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!

Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/benefits/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

Association Specials

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Member News (biweekly updates on events, benefits, and articles)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)
• Hangouts (meet up with other Escapees for fun, active experiences)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Roadside Assistance
Product discounts on tires, batteries, and more
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Service discounts
Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$499*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $49.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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