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Thoughts for the Road
During our summer travels, one SKP told
me he wished he could keep on traveling.
He said he had to work for one more year
in order to get a raise in his pension. His
wife was upset because he is being moved
to another division where there is more
job stress.

Here is the resignation letter I would
like to have written for my friend:
Dear Boss,
I must leave you. I’ve had a better offer. After all my
years of dedicated service, this letter of resignation
now may come as a shock to you. I suddenly realized
there are a lot of miles on my speedometer, and I’m
not sure how many are left. Since I still have mountains
to climb and rivers to cross, it occurred to me that I
am trading a whole year of happy experiences for a
higher pension.
All you can offer is more money. The world offers
new adventures, exciting people to meet and places I
long to see. So that is how I will spend the next year of
my life, since neither you nor the world can guarantee
it won’t be my last.
Give the extra money to someone who expects to
live forever. I just want to LIVE.
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“We’ll be happy to
provide you with back
issues or articles that
you would like to keep
on hand.”

T
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he year 2020 is coming to a close,
and many of us are glad to see it
go. However knowing the positive
mindset of Escapees, I’ll bet most of
you have made the best of these challenging
months and have found ways to add to your
stockpile of treasured RVing memories.
Those of us at National Headquarters
have been doing our part to keep the
cogwheels of our services turning, and even
though many of us are working remotely,
we’re still making sure our departments are
available to you when you need them. When
you need support, you can alway count on
the Escapees network to lend a hand or
answer a question.
I hope you can find information in this
issue to help you along on your travels in
the remaining months of 2020. And, if you
saw something in a past issue this year that
you can no longer find, take a look at our
end-of-year article index in the back of this
magazine. We’ll be happy to provide you
with back issues or articles that you would
like to keep on hand.
We may have to ring in the holidays a bit
differently this year, but we at the editorial
department hope the season brings you
bountiful joy, peace and a renewed sense of
hope for better days to come.
As you keep those wheels spinning, let
us know when you find something inspiring
and unique to share with other RVers. Travel
destination stops, tips and technical how-to
instructions are always appreciated. Travel
safe, and happy holidays from all of us to all
of you.
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Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

Tire Safety and Weight
Q. On my trip from Kentucky to Florida.
I had two tire blowouts. My wife and
I only drive about six hours per day,
traveling at approximately 70 mph
on the interstate. We have a 2013
Montana 36-ft fifth-wheel with four
slide-outs. Our tires are Goodyear
Marathon St235/80 R-16. On the
third day, the first tire blew out on the
left side. I put a spare on. Then, driving
about 35 mph, 15 miles from the first
blowout, the second tire blows out.
Is my RV too heavy? I checked the
air pressure before our trip. Is there
a recall on the tires? Do I need to

replace the other three tires before
we leave in March? They are load
range E. Is there a better tire? These
were my first blowouts in 25 years of
being on the road.
Benjamin
A. Have you ever had the RV
weighed? Whenever people start
blowing multiple tires, that’s
the first thing to check. It is also
possible that you ran over something that damaged multiple tires.
Sometimes, such damage will not
be obvious, and the tire may run

for many miles before it fails. In
your case, due to the size of the
RV, I’m betting there is a weight
issue involved. Depending on your
location, you may be close to one
of our Escapees Smartweigh sites,
or a rally where RV weighing is
being done. You really need to get
that trailer weighed with individual
wheel scales so that you can
see side-to-side loading on each
axle. Once you know what your
actual weights are, you can make
intelligent decisions on replacing or
upgrading wheels and tires.

HOLDING TANK INDICATORS
Q. On my 2016 Monaco Knight, the level indicators on the
tank test always show full for both the black and grey
water levels. The fresh water and propane are always
correct. I have been told that using a black-water tank
cleaner can (sometimes) fix this issue. Do these treatments
work? Also, can you use the same treatment (tablets) in
the grey-water tank too?
Magazine

Greg
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A. Those factory monitor panels have plagued RVers
for decades. The black-water ones never work, and the
other tanks are iffy. That’s primarily because the typical
tank sensor system has not changed much since the
1980s. Most RV tank sensors utilize small metal probes
that are in actual contact with the tank contents. Over
time, the buildup of yuck, or even one errant piece of
toilet paper or food scrap getting hung up on a probe,
will cause false readings. There are a lot of cleaning
products out there, but, at best, they are a temporary
solution. You can use them in both grey and black
tanks, but the tank monitors will stop working as soon
as the probes get dirty again. The permanent fix is a
replacement tank monitoring system. There are several
different systems on the market, and they all work
without electrical probes inside the tank. Some systems
simply require a sensor or two be placed on the outside
November/December 2020

of the tank body. The system then reads the level of the
contents of the tank through the tank wall. Since the
tank contacts never touch the sensors, they tend to be
reliable. Other systems use a pressure-sensing method
to determine the level in the tank. Here are a few links
to some examples of these systems, by no means a
complete list:
• I-Series: www.tankedge.com
• SeeLevel: www.garnetinstruments.com/rv-shop/,
• SensaTank: levelguardproducts.com/marine-rv/
rv-multi-tank-monitor.php
I have purchased and installed several of the I-Series
systems (originally sold under the name Accu-Gage) for
my RVs over the last 15 years, and I’ve personally been
very pleased with them. These systems are accurate
and linear, and can be installed by the average
do-it-yourselfer.

Mark, My Words

LOOKING TO BUY A USED RV
AND A SOLAR KIT

What’s My
RV Worth?

Q. I have a 1996 Jayco 22 ft. fifth-wheel, and I want to
trade it in for a newer model. Everything works, except
the awning, but there’s no outside damage. The color is
good; there’s new tires on it and couch cushions have
been recovered. There’s no hardware damage. What
might it be worth?
Buck
A. Well, it’s worth whatever you can get someone to
pay for it! You can add lots of value to the price by
doing a thorough cleaning inside and out. Clean and
completely intact RVs sell for more. To get an idea
what it’s worth, cruise some of the used RV sale
sites to see the price of similar rigs. Craigslist can
be helpful, too. To get an estimate of the rig’s resale
value, go to the NADA website at www.nadaguides.
com/RVs. Enter your RV’s info and see what they
say. This can give you a starting point. Be aware
that usually a 24-year-old RV will not be worth big
bucks. Good luck with your sale and upgrade!

Fridge and A/C Service

Q. I know it’s necessary to restock the coolant in
vehicle A/C units. Does this also need to be done in
trailer refrigerators and A/C units? Is there any other
periodic service they need? I notice my fridge seems
to struggle to cool in the summer when the humidity
is high.

Adrienne

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the
large volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will
be edited. Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to
“Mark, My Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
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A. Most motorhomes that you’ll find in the “under $6K”
range may require quite a bit of fixing up to be reliable.
That’s fine if you can do a lot of the work yourself, and
not-so-fine if you have to pay mechanics and techs to do
it. The good news is that there’s a lot a handy person
can do to maintain their own RV. A
good investment would be a general RV
maintenance manual. My favorite has
always been the one by Bob Livingston,
the RV Repair and Maintenance Manual.
You can often find them used for a few
bucks. It contains good, basic info!
Have you found an RV you are thinking about buying?
First, do a careful visual assessment of it, looking for any
obvious problems like water leaks or stains, oil puddles
underneath, and be sure to include a good test drive.
Make sure it steers, shifts and stops properly. Look at
the tires and under the hood. These are the same things
you’d do when buying any motor vehicle. Look inside
and make sure all the appliances, lights and fans work,
and that the plumbing does what it should. This part is
like evaluating a house you want to buy.
A solar system capable of running everything and
charging the batteries is definitely a nice addition, but
a decent system will usually run into the $500–$1000
range, so beware of “cheap solutions” or extremely
low cost packages. Solar that works is generally a bit
pricey. I think a wind generator would not be something that is easy to cart around with you and set up/
tear down anytime you move. Plus, it would make you
a lot more visible if parked in an urban setting. A small
portable generator, like a Honda EU1000, might be a
better choice for battery charging and running small
AC devices.

ESCAPEES

Liz
A. RV air conditioners are not likely to ever need
the addition of freon; they are built like residential
units, in that they are all solid metal piping and
thoroughly sealed, unlike car A/C units, which have
gas-permeable rubber hoses. RV refrigerators are
also totally sealed, so no addition of refrigerant is
needed. Fridges do need some maintenance, and
here’s a good explanation of what needs to be done
every year or two: www.rvdoctor.com/2004/11/
cleaning-servicing-rv-refrigerator.html.

Q. I’m in the market for an RV and have seen some on
craigslist for $6K and under. What should I look for and
what questions should I ask? I plan to RV full-time. I don’t
have the funds for a new rig, and a fifth-wheel is not going
to work since I’m in an urban area for now. I’ve seen solar
kits that would run “everything,” so to speak, and charge
the batteries, but I was wondering if I should look into a
small wind generator to charge the batteries at night.

Weight and Safety

Pavement
Edge Drop-Off

Magazine

By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor
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The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights
for your RV, toad and tow vehicle,
and it will help you to trim the
pounds if needed.

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available. Call for
information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
SmartWeigh weighing
is available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/smartweigh
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The RVer’s Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL 936-327-8873,
OR VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

Pavement or shoulder edge drop-offs are the vertical
difference between the roadway and the shoulder, or it
can occur between two lanes of travel. Oftentimes this
happens when a section of roadway is being repaved.
When this drop-off is significant, it can be a hazard to the
RVer. This is especially true for truck/trailer, combinations or a motorhome pulling a vehicle.

W

hen the right-hand-side tires drop off the pavement,
the driver’s instinct is to immediately get the tires back
onto the pavement. If the driver turns the steering
wheel sharply, the vehicle can be over-compensated,
causing him or her to lose control of the vehicle. The vehicle could turn
into the opposing lane of traffic or it could overturn.

If you encounter this problem, do not panic.
You need to continue looking down the road for other obstacles that you
might come upon, such as a parked vehicle on the shoulder. You may feel the
need to slam on the brakes, but this is also a bad idea. Ease off the gas to
slow down and maintain control of the vehicle. At this time, you can check
for traffic behind you and when it is safe, you can ease back upon the lane of
travel. Now, it is time to accelerate and enjoy the rest of your trip.

Loving. Living.

Season 2 Now Streaming on

Anthony

Peter

John

Tom

Cait

Coming This Fall To
&
www.TheRVers.TV

@TheRVersTV

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Must-Have Items
for New RVers

As a fairly experienced full-time RVer, I am asked quite
often by new RV enthusiasts what they should buy for
their rig. I tend to give the same answers, depending on
the specifics of the conversation, and I have narrowed
the main list to nine items or kits. These are what we
consider essential in everyday RV living. I don’t include
items such as propane tanks or refrigerators that are
normal stock equipment in an RV. All items can be purchased from Amazon and most RV supply centers.

Magazine

Mirror
Safety
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More than once, a car has
honked its horn as I began
changing lanes in my 40’
motorhome. There are
blind spots with a two-mirror setup. However, this
is no longer a problem for
me since I added a small
circular mirror to my top
mirror. It is inexpensive and
available in most auto parts
stores and at Walmart.
Now I make sure I check
all three mirrors before
changing lanes—no more
horns!
Tom Sikora #125475
November/December 2020

1. BLACK TANK ENZYMES: Instead of only treating the black tank, enzymes
actually break down the solids and minimize the threat of “poop
dams” or other nasty mishaps from occurring. We purchase a product
called “Odorlos” quick-release drop-in packets, which liquefy waste,
lubricate valves and deodorize the tank, but there are other products
available, too.
2. RIG SECURITY: I installed six solar-powered LED motion-sensor security
lights high up around our RV that are bright. They only stay on for four
to five minutes without further motion so that they potentially won’t
disturb people in neighboring campsites. Also, I keep bear spray and
personal taser devices as emergency intruder protection, be it human
or wildlife. A high-lumen flashlight rounds out our security toolkit for
night camping.
3. STRAP AND TIE-DOWN KIT: My bungee cord set is among my favorite
components in our fifth-wheel. I use a variety of bungee types and
lengths, depending on the need, as well as a 50-ft. (or longer) rope
and a 9x12 tarp when necessary. In addition, I have installed several
tie-down loops around the living room and outside the trailer for
securing various items while on the road.
4. POWER HOOK-UP KIT: Along with your normal 30- or 50-amp power
cord, you should have the alternate adapter (30-to-50-amp or
50-to-30-amp) for those occasions that offer only the source that
doesn’t match up with your cord. Also, a power cord extension will
be necessary for the campgrounds that locate the power hook-ups
farther than your 30 ft. cord can reach.
5. WATER/SEWER HOOK-UP KIT: I highly recommend you include a water
pressure regulator, with a gauge if possible, to prevent an unusually
high water pressure in a resort from damaging your water supply
system. Follow up with a fresh-water filter for your incoming

Tips

TIRE PRESSURE GAUGE

I just read your product review on the TireMinder pressure gauge in the September/October issue. I’ve had a hard time measuring the pressure of my dually
tires. Getting something to reach, and at just the right angle, proved difficult.
And then, if I managed to, I had to press it just right or I’d lose a lot of air.
I found something that solves all those problems and is
rugged and accurate to +- 0.5psi: the Jaco gauge and
tire chuck are sold separately and can be found online at
https://jacosupe¬riorproducts.com/products/elitepro-digital-tire-pres¬sure-gauge-professional-accuracy-100-psi
and https://jacosuperiorproducts.com/products/lightningdually-tire-air-chuck. It’s really the tire chuck that makes the
difference. I just push it on, and it locks with next to no air
loss. The chuck rotates 360 degrees, meaning I can match
the valve stem angle precisely. The gauge has a bleed valve,
so I can overfill a little and bleed out the excess. When I’m
done, I simply press the button on the chuck and it releases,
again with next to no air loss. This is a really solid, well-engineered product. You could keep your Tire Minder gauge and
just replace the chuck, though because of the bleed valve, I’d
go with the Jaco gauge too. The gauge and the special chuck
run about $30 each.
Jascha Lee #154626

sheets as anti-slip mats under appliances such as our
coffee maker and ice maker, and even our silverware
carrier and laptops rest on one and hardly move at all
during travel.
9. IN-RIG TOOL KIT A SMALL ASSORTMENT OF HAND TOOLS
(hammer, screwdrivers, pliers, wrenches, etc.) It can be
helpful to keep on hand inside the rig, eliminating the
need to locate them in an outside compartment.
I could mention a generator or other alternate power
source but that seems to be more of a luxury than a
need. Supply yourself with the items on this list and
you’ll minimize inconvenience in your RV travels.
Jack Huber #135651

ESCAPEES
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SmartWeigh Needs You
Escapees is seeking a dedicated group of
detail-oriented personnel to weigh RVs and help
educate RVers about their RV weight-and-loadmanagement options. Individuals with a background or
experience in the tire industry, or weight-and-load management, are encouraged to consider joining our Smartweigh
team. In addition to a rewarding experience, the poisitions offer
monetary compensation and flexible schedules.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, E-MAIL SMARTWEIGH@ESCAPEES.COM.

Gaylord Coston #106778, Smartweight Director
November/December 2020
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street-water source, an extension hose for your
sewer drain and, for those trips in potentially freezing
climates, a heated water hose and heated trace for
your water connections.
6. STEPLADDER: You can’t always reach problem areas on
top of your RV or on top of your slides, even from the
roof, so it’s vital that you have a stepladder to bring
those spots within your grasp. My 12 ft. telescoping
ladder squeezes down to a length that fits in the
back of my pickup, but there are other types, such as
folding scaffold ladders, that will work nicely. I often
see them strapped to an RV’s rear ladder.
7. WHEEL STABILIZING/LEVELING KIT: Stabilizer blocks
and landing pads, whether purchased or made from
wood, are also necessary for leveling and stabilizing
an RV when camping, and there are many types of
chocks, from simple plastic wedges to more elaborate
X-chock devices. In either case, you definitely do not
want your RV to move before you’re ready.
8. MUSEUM GEL/PUTTY AND ANTI-SLIP MATS: I’ve found it
time-consuming to take down and put away decor,
small appliances and other items inside the RV when
preparing to travel, only to retrieve items to set up
once we arrive in a park. We found that museum
gel and putty work great to secure small pieces to
a counter, shelf or wall while still allowing them to
be moved when desired. We also use silicone cookie

Tips
Las Cienegas National Conservation Area Near

Sonoita, Arizona
Riding my bicycle along the dirt roads in this high-desert
grassland surrounded by mountains, I feel as though I’ve
been transported straight into a scene from a John Wayne
western. In fact, segments of his film Red River were shot
on location here at the Empire Ranch.

Magazine
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he Las Cienegas NCA is a 42,000-acre unspoiled
gem located in the high desert grasslands of
Southern Arizona. Managed and protected by
the Bureau of Land Management, the area is rich
in history and plant and wildlife. There are six unique
ecosystems that thrive within the boundaries of the
NCA: marshlands, riparian cottonwood/willow forests
along creeks and washes, sacaton grass flats, mesquite
bosques and oak woodlands in the rolling hills and
high-desert grasslands. We have personally traversed
through all of them on our daily excursions.
Activities abound here for the nature enthusiast,
whether you’re looking for a long afternoon bike ride
or a more leisurely automobile tour. The improved
two-wheel drive dirt/gravel road bisecting the conservation area is ideal for those who wish to explore by car.
With periodic interpretive displays along the main road,
one gets a quick overview of the environmental importance of this area. Away from the main road, horseback
riders, OHV fanciers, cyclists and hikers share miles

of four-wheel dirt roads crisscrossing the landscape.
During our boondocking stay in one of several designated camping areas, our preference for the quieter,
non-motorized mode of exploration led us to investigate
much of the land via foot and bicycle. Birders will delight
in the diversity of avian species that congregate here
both year-round and seasonally during migration. As a
novice birder, I’ve enjoyed the challenge of sharpening
my identification skills!
For those history buffs out there, the Empire Ranch
Headquarters has been preserved in cooperation with
the BLM and several local, non-profit organizations.
Listed on the National Registry of Historic Places, the
Empire Ranch was operated as a cattle ranch from the
1860s until 1988, when the land was transferred to
the Bureau of Land Management. While the buildings
are no longer used, cattle grazing rights continue to be
leased to local ranchers. Visitors are free to roam the
buildings and grounds on self-guided tours. Most rooms
in the ranch complex have detailed interpretive displays
that richly reveal 19th and 20th-century ranch life. I was
highly impressed with the quality of the museum-like
exhibits. More information can be found online at www.
empireranchfoundation.org.
The outdoor principles of “Leave No Trace” and
“Tread Lightly” are actively promoted and enforced
here. If you’re in the area, take a detour through this
special place. Come, gaze up into the bright green
canopy of the Fremont cottonwoods, enjoy the acrobatic antics of tree swallows picking insects from the
surface of a pond, stop to laugh at the antics of the
re-introduced black-tailed prairie dog and discover
coyotes stealthily navigating through the grasslands.
(Keep small pets secure, especially from near-dusk until
sun-up.) Whether you spend a day or camp for a week,
you will be enriched by the experience.
Article and photo by Lynn Amber #128636
Directions: Located off Route 83 between Sonoita, Arizona, and I-10
east of Tucson. Look for the brown Empire Ranch Headquarters sign
and turn onto Empire Ranch Road near milepost 40 into conservation
area: www.blm.gov/visit/las-cienegas.

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Premier Transfer Flow
Fuel Tank with ReliaSteel®

Only Premier Steel Fuel Tanks Will
Keep Up with a 6,500 lb. Truck.
Since 1983, Transfer Flow has been engineering excellence and crafting
premier fuel tank systems from the highest quality American materials.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made with ReliaSteel®, U.S. aluminized
steel, to withstand strong weather elements and heavy use.
Plastic aftermarket tanks are made using rotational molding, which
results in varied thickness and may require additional parts,
including expensive underbody plates for protection.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks ship complete with
everything needed for installation. Rest easy
knowing that your Transfer Flow fuel tank is
safe, legal, reliable, and backed by our 6-year,
unlimited mileage warranty to keep your
adventure going mile after mile.

®

REPLACEMENT TANKS REFUELING TANKS

(530) 809-3945 I TransferFlow.com

IN-BED TANKS

TOOL BOX COMBOS
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CRATER OF DIAMONDS STATE PARK
Murfreesboro, Arkansas

209 State Park Rd, Murfreesboro, AR 71958, 870-285-3113, www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/crater-diamonds-state-park

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARKANSAS STATE PARKS.

It’s a warm November day when my friend, Sharon Wenzel,
and I travel to Arkansas and Crater of Diamonds State Park
located near Murfreesboro.
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am excited. This is one of the only places in the
world where the public can search for diamonds at
their original volcanic source. I am a self-proclaimed
rockhound, and I know that, in addition to my
fanciful ambition of finding a diamond, there are
other beautiful rocks and gems to find here, including
amethyst, garnet, jasper, agate and quartz. For the
nominal price of admission, you can take home whatever treasure you find.

Diamond Mine History

It was in 1906 when John Huddleston found two strange
crystals on his farm and soon became known as the first
person outside South Africa to find diamonds at their
original source. Huddleston and his wife, Sarah, sold an
option on 243 acres of their farm to a group of investors. Several attempts at commercial diamond mining
failed. The only significant yields came from the original
surface layer, where erosion over a long period of time
had concentrated the diamonds.
Because mining equipment usually included bottom
screens with mesh larger than 1/16 inch, thousands
of smaller diamonds were allowed to pass through. In
November/December 2020

recent decades, the small diamonds have become the
mother lode of recreational diamond digging.
During World War II, the U.S. Government even tried
to mine for diamonds, although their take was much the
same as previous prospectors.
From 1951 to 1972, the crater hosted several private
tourist attractions. And the mine saw world-wide
publicity when, in March 1956, a visitor found the “Star
of Arkansas.” It weighed 15.33 carats.
Another notable diamond, found there in 1924, was
the 40.23-carat “Uncle Sam,” the largest diamond ever
unearthed in the U.S. This white diamond with a pink
cast was cut into a 12.42-carat emerald shape and
purchased by a private collector for $150,000 in 1971.
In 1972, the property was purchased by the State of
Arkansas, and the mining operation continues as a state
park. This is the only place in the world where the public
can search for diamonds and keep what they find. It is
the eighth largest diamond-bearing deposit in the world
in surface area.

Becoming a Miner

To learn about diamonds, we spent about 45 minutes
at the Diamond Discovery Center looking at displays
and learning how to search for diamonds using various
techniques. In this mine, diamonds come in white, brown
and yellow.

SKP Stops

We spent several hours searching, digging, sifting,
kneeling, sitting, sloshing and walking, all in the name
of finding gems and having a good time. In the end,
though, I took home a bucket full of hematite, jasper
and agate and lots of great memories.

Fun Facts:

If You Go
It’s a good idea to bring along an extra set of clothing as you’ll get wet
and dirty. And make sure you use sunscreen. There is no shade except in
the areas where the rinsing troughs are located. The park is on Arkansas
Highway 301, in Murfreesboro. For more information, check the website at
www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/crater-diamonds-state-park.

Article and photos by Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor
November/December 2020
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• More than 75,000 diamonds have been discovered at
the park.
• Typically, one or two diamonds are found every day.
• A well-known diamond from the park is the
Strawn-Wagner. Found in 1990 by Murfreesboro resident Shirley Strawn, this 3.03-carat white gem was
cut into a round brilliant shape weighing 1.09 carats.
It graded as ideal cut, D-colorless, and flawless and
was set in a platinum and 24-carat gold ring. In 1998,
the State of Arkansas purchased this diamond for
$34,700 in donations and placed it on permanent
display at the park visitor center.

ESCAPEES

We also discover that the diamonds found there are
typically smooth and well-rounded. Their shape resembles a polished stone with smooth sides and rounded
edges. The average size is of a paper matchhead. An oily
film on these diamonds prevents them from being caked
with dirt. They typically have a metallic luster like new
steel or lead and are translucent. You can see into them
but not through them.
Another great feature is that, if you aren’t sure of
what you find, park staff are happy to identify the rocks
and minerals. If you find a diamond, it will be certified.
We each rented digging tools, a screen and bucket
for our adventure and headed out onto the 37.5-acre
plowed field. The field is actually a volcanic pipe, and
this is where we dug, sifted through and washed dirt,
one scoop at a time, looking for gems. You are allowed
to bring your own non-motorized digging tools.
We are naturally excited and anxious to try our hand
at mining. Odds of finding a diamond are small, but it’s
fun to imagine with each scoop of dirt that this might
be the one holding a treasure. We are told that some
miners search for diamonds simply by walking up and
down the plowed rows looking for diamonds lying on top
of the ground.
Soon we get into a rhythm of putting soil in the bucket
and hauling it to the water troughs to wash away dirt
while we look for treasures.

SKP Stops

AVERY ISAND, LOUISIANNA

The Birthplace of TABASCO® Brand Pepper Sauce

Magazine

Hwy 329, Avery Island, LA 70513, 337-373-6139, www.lafayettetravel.com
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To explore Avery Island and the Tabasco
Empire you’ll travel forty-five minutes south
of Lafayette. Avery Island consists of 2,200
acres of wilderness rising above Louisiana’s
coastal marshes. The birthplace of Tabasco
brand products, including its famous
Tabasco pepper sauce, the factory,
museum, country store and restaurant
are surrounded by the beauty of the island
mostly left in its natural state.

I

t was New Orleans banker Edmund McIlhenny who
started the empire. When McIlhenny met a traveler
recently arrived from Mexico, the man gave him a
handful of pepper pods, encouraging him to season
his meals with them. McIlhenny saved some of the pods
and planted them in his in-law’s garden on Avery Island.
Around 1866, McIlhenny experimented with making a
hot sauce from the peppers to spice up often-bland food
being served during the Reconstruction South era.
Today the sauce is labeled in 25 languages and
dialects, sold in more than 195 countries and territories, added to soldier rations and put on restaurant
tables around the world. Tabasco is the most famous
pepper sauce in the world.
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Touring the factory

We gather in a small group and follow a knowledgeable
guide past large placards where our guide stops and
begins telling us Tabasco sauce history and the manufacturing process.
“It was around 1866 when Mr. McIlhenny experimented with making a hot sauce from peppers grown on
the island. He hit on a formula that called for crushing
the reddest, ripest peppers, stirring in Avery Island salt
and aging it,” she says. “He then added French white
wine vinegar and hand-stirred it to blend the flavors.”
We walk a little further and she explains that “after
straining the sauce, he transferred it to small colognetype bottles, which he corked and sealed in green wax.”
Our guide also tells us that he devised a sprinkler
fitting because the pepper sauce was concentrated
and best used when sprinkled, not poured. Today, the
ingredients and recipe, as well as the process by which
it’s made, remain virtually unchanged.
The sauce became so popular with his family and
friends that he decided to market it. That was in 1868.
The next year he sent out 658 bottles of sauce at
one dollar per bottle wholesale to grocers around the
Gulf Coast, particularly in New Orleans. The public
responded positively and soon McIlhenny introduced
Tabasco sauce to consumers in major markets across
the United States. He secured a patent in 1870.

SKP Stops

The Tabasco experience is enough to bring tourists
to the remote area, but there’s another facet to Avery
Island. Jungle Gardens with its Bird City waterfowl refuge
is a beautiful and less-developed area of the island.
It was Edward Avery McIlhenny, the son of Edmund
McIlhenny, who created the sanctuary. Edward assumed
the presidency of McIlhenny company in 1898 and ran
the operation until his death 51 years later.
In the 1920s, he found time to convert his private
Avery Island estate into Jungle Gardens. He planted

Editor’s Note
Due to COVID-19, please check the website to find out if the factory
tour, museum, country store, restaurant and Jungle Gardens are
currently open. www.tabasco.com

November/December 2020
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Jungle Gardens

exotic botanical specimens from around the world and
gradually expanded the gardens to its present size of
more than 170 acres. After many years spent transforming the landscape, he opened Jungle Gardens to
the public in 1935.
The roadway and hiking trails are lined with live oak
trees draped in Spanish moss, colorful camellias and
azaleas and imported plants. A variety of wildlife, including alligators, bears, bobcats and deer plus a myriad of
birds, also call the island home.
In the 1890s Edward Avery founded Bird City to
protect endangered snowy egrets. Today it is home to
thousands of egrets, herons and other birds. There is
also a centuries-old Buddha in the garden.
Even if you are not a Tabasco sauce fan, a visit to
Avery Island is a wonderful Louisiana attraction for
anyone interested in history, product production and
nature. If you are a Tabasco sauce fan, you will find a
variety of sauces and merchandise to bring home along
with your great memories.
By Marilyn Jones Guest Contributor
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“By the end of the 1870s, because of its popularity,
Mr. McIlhenny was exporting Tabasco sauce to Europe.”
Someone in our group asks if the word Tabasco had
any significance. Our guide explains it’s of Mexican
Indian origin and is believed to mean “place where the
soil is humid” or “place of the coral or oyster shell.”
We walk along a windowed corridor and watch as
employees create the Tabasco products. Sauce-filled
bottles whir by at lightning speed—soon to be on tables
in restaurants and homes.
After the tour, we head for the gift shop where we are
invited to sample some of the company’s products and
peruse merchandise emblazoned with the Tabasco logo
and bottle. Everything from kitchen towels and baseball
caps to t-shirts and decorative plates are for sale.

SKP Stops

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

Forestiere Underground Gardens
5021 W. Shaw Avenue, Fresno CA 93722, www.undergroundgardens.com
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Baldassare Forestiere (1879–1946) left Sicily for America
in 1901, arriving in New England, where he worked digging
tunnels for the Boston subway. The work was hard, but
that did not discourage the young man. However, he hated
the cold winters and he wanted to raise oranges. With his
savings, he traveled to Los Angeles, still a sleepy agricultural area. But the land, while perfect for growing citrus,
was too expensive. So he traveled to Fresno and bought
80 acres.
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H

e quickly discovered that under a few inches of
topsoil lay a cement-like layer of soil, called caliche or hardpan, that resists water percolation
and tree roots. His new land was unsuitable
for his dream citrus orchard. Fresno is not cold like
Boston, but it can be wickedly hot in summer. So what
was Forestiere to do? The first thing was dealing with
the summer heat. He built a cellar retreat; his tools were
a shovel, a pick, wheelbarrow and scrapper; his helpers
were mules named Dolly and Molly.
Soon he had a three-room subterranean home. With
no plans and no formal training, he used his observations of the catacombs near his childhood home in Filari,
Sicily, and his Boston experience. He added arched
passageways, courtyards, alcoves and a garden chapel.
Openings in the ceiling let in light, air and allowed him
to plant fruit trees and grapes in the better soil below
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the hardpan. He built a fish pond, which he stocked
from the nearby San Joaquin River and had fresh fish
anytime he wanted. The meandering passageways
allowed air to flow. It was natural air conditioning in
summer with temperatures 10–35 degrees cooler than
outside. Forestiere set an early example of energy-efficient green architecture.
Eighteen feet below the surface, our experimenting
horticulturist grafted a citrus tree with seven varieties
of lemons, grapefruit and oranges. The tree still
produces two kinds of fruit. Grape arbors, persimmons,
kumquats, loquats, dates, quince and strawberries grew
well. The tops reached the sun but the roots and trunks
stayed cool. Water didn’t evaporate as quickly as at the
surface, and crops could be harvested at the top and,
convenienly, no ladder was needed.

“Park Sierra SKP Co-Op is
located between the gardens and
south entrance to
Yosemite National Park.”
Forestiere’s dream expanded. He could have a
resort where people could escape the summer heat.
Eventually, he carved out 10 acres of subterranean
space on three levels, extending to 25 feet below the
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Guidelines for SKP Stops Submissions

Helpful Hints

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
• Include information on RV parking and accessibility.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.
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• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on
location and the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Submissions of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Due to
limited space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: High-resolution photos are included on a spaceavailable basis. Include the name of the photographer and
anyone in the photo.
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ground surface. The area accommodated 65 rooms.
One feature was an aquarium that could be viewed from
all three levels. At the time of his death, he was working
on a 3,500-square-foot dance and event room. Over
the years, much of the 10 acres has been lost to city
roads and Hwy 99. But 2.5 acres have been designated
as a California Historic Landmark and is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The gardens and
living space are maintained and open to the public
through the efforts of the descendants of Forestiere’s
younger brother.
Escapees can easily visit Forestiere Underground
Gardens as they travel through California’s San Joaquin
Valley on Hwy 99. Better yet, enjoy Park of the Sierras,
in Coarsegold, and visit both the Gardens and Yosemite.
Park Sierra SKP Co-Op is located between the gardens
and south entrance to Yosemite National Park.
I think Escapees co-founder Kay Peterson #1 would
have loved to explore this story in her “Thoughts for
the Road” column in Escapees magazine—the tale of a
Sicilian immigrant who overcame adversity and created
a new dream, fulfilled through ingenuity, hard work and
creativity. Today, visitors from all over the world tour his
subterranean home and garden.
Information on tours, prices and schedules can be
found online or by calling 559-271-0734.
Article and Photos by Betty Prange #22195

RV Gadget Box

Curt BetterWeigh
MOBILE TOWING SCALE
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

Sometimes I get a product that really amazes me. What would you think if I told
you that you can weigh your vehicle and anything it tows by plugging a little
widget into your vehicle’s diagnostic port? I know it’s hard to believe, but the
Curt BetterWeigh Mobile Towing Scale does exactly that! The tiny interface
module communicates via bluetooth to an app on your phone and provides
surprisingly accurate weight readings.
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BetterWeigh Mobile Towing
Scale with Towsense Technology
(OBD-II) #51701
MSRP $130.46—street price: Around $100
www.curtmfg.com/betterweigh
CURT Manufacturing LLC
6208 Industrial drive, Eau Claire, WI 54701
877-287-8634
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ou might say, “Sure, Mark, but how the heck does it do that?” It does
it by using TowSense™ technology. Here’s an explanation excerpted
from the product information provided by Curt: “TowSense™
technology uses an accelerometer circuit to measure changes in
the velocity and pitch of your vehicle. It uses this data to calculate weights
associated with towing and hauling. The BetterWeigh™ scale wirelessly
connects to your Apple or android phone to display the weight of the vehicle, trailer, cargo/payload, tongue weight, pin weight, weight distribution
and trailer brake gain.”
You can read the full product description and info at www.curtmfg.com/
betterweigh. The device works best on vehicles with automatic transmissions. Manual transmission vehicles will have limited functionality.
Armed with the BetterWeigh device, my cell phone and a borrowed
late model Ford F250, towing a 28-ft. Airstream trailer, Jim Koca and
I headed to the SmartWeigh scale site at Rainbow’s End in Livingston,
Texas. We weighed the truck and trailer on the scales and separately
with the BetterWeigh device. We found that BetterWeigh delivers a very
accurate measurement of tow vehicle gross weight and gross combination weight. In other words, it will tell you how much the tow vehicle
weighs and the total weight of the tow vehicle and trailer! It also has
some unique features, like the ability to accurately set up load equalizing hitches and determine the correct trailer brake-gain setting for your
brake controller.
The setup is simple: Plug in the device, download and launch the
BetterWeigh Towing Scale app and follow the instructions. For most
late-model trucks, the app already has access to all the vehicle performance data, so all you do is enter the VIN number and some additional
info from the vehicle’s rating plates and you’re ready to weigh. For
vehicles not already in the database, the app will take you through a
manual calibration process that takes about 10 minutes to complete.
BetterWeigh can provide the weight of the vehicle, trailer and cargo/
payload. It can also calculate tongue weight and pin weight. It cannot determine side-to-side weight imbalances, identify axle weights or provide corner
weights to allow you to determine proper tire inflation pressures. For that,
you need to have the RV professionally weighed with individual wheel scales.
I believe the BetterWeigh device is a great tool for anyone who tows
trailers with a variable payload that changes often, like in a toy hauler. It
also provides RV owners with a way to quickly test the gross weights of any
vehicle and trailer (or towed vehicle) they drive. This is beneficial to help
prevent “RV weight gain” as you travel.

PASSPORT

AMERICA

The “Original” & World’s Largest 50% Discount Camping Club

Name:

Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates & valuable info
online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with updates
on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy
to serve you!

Address:
Phone:

Email:

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4 Months
FREE

$109

Plus 6
Months FREE

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $24.00)

(You Save $45.00)
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Buttes at Green River
Sweetwater County, Wyoming.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

We’re excited to announce 60th Escapade “Take 2”
scheduled at the Sweetwater Events Complex, in
Rock Springs, Wyoming, July 18–23, 2021.
Though the coronavirus stopped us from gathering in 2020, we’re optimistic the situation will improve in 2021 and that we’ll be able to safely
meet up once again. Join us, your Escapees community, as we gather on
the open range to bring the Escapees’ international rally to Wyoming.
It’s not too early to start planning. Let Escapade be a part of your
summer travel plans. Many of America’s top destinations are within
a day’s drive of Rock Springs, including Grand Tetons National Park,
Yellowstone National Park, Fossil Butte National Monument, Jackson
Hole, Flaming Gorge Reservoir, Wild Horse Scenic Loop and much, much
more. Haul your home where the buffalo roam and the deer and the
antelope play. Let’s have fun on the range in Rock Springs, Wyoming!

We hope to see you there!
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Duane and Jean Mathes #115955, Escapade Directors
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HAUL YOUR HOME
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM
REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

www.escapees.com/escapade or call 936-327-8873
November/December 2020

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Evergreen CoHo SKP Park

Responds to
a Pandemic
In March 2020, when life as we called normal within the
Evergreen Coho Escapees park in Chimacum, Washington,
changed. Gone was the potluck get-togethers, games,
happy hour and simply walking to the library through the
clubhouse. The clubhouse was on lock down, no kitchen
angels after our Thursday landscape days—no social
contact! It stopped our SKP hugs which is now replaced
with nods and waves six feet apart. Dear Lord, SKP hugs
gone! I am drowning without the contact of my fellow SKPs.
Okay, you say, well, what else is new? How do you keep some
sort of sanity? Well, I’ll tell you about Escapees coming
together and how it works at our park.

A
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s of March, when we got the alert that everyone one was on lock down, country, county
wide and worldwide. We went into action to
help the medical community. One resident
here in our park, Melinda Cornwell, a former nurse, and
veteran, called us to arms. She posted that the hospital
staff were in dire need of masks to keep them safe from
this horrible pandemic. Not knowing the extent of the
disease, she got ladies in the park to fire up their sewing
machine and sew masks with their own material that
seamstress usually have on hand. Finding the elastic
was difficult, so improvising was necessary. Imagination
was used, and thinking outside the box was our goal.
We found, and used piping typically used for upholstery,
shoestrings and t-shirts torn in shreds to make the ear
ties and ear loops. As we got more of the ladies and
some men on board, we were able to acquire more
material, sheets, flannel of any kind. We had volunteers
to wash the fabric, another to cut into the CDC guidelines of 6x7 and we became an assembly line, from one
RV to Park model and back to an RV. The call went out
for woman to find their sewing machines, dust them off,
oil them up, get the needles ready for production.
As we moved further into the pandemic, we were
connected to a county-wide network of sewers, both
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advanced quilters, and those who only knew how to
stitch a straight line. We were no longer alone in this
mission. Together, we provided over 300 masks per
week for our local hospitals, doctors’ offices, clinics,
churches, guardian ad litem, restaurant and retails
workers. The distribution of free masks to the county
residents and visitors has been carried out via area
grocery stores, farmers markets, street musicians and
the public health department, we had a system. In July,
we had a change of command in the park to Ann Marie
Kaczmarczyk as head coordinator.
The county-wide campaign has been funded by grant
money from the Rotary Club, private donations from
Evergreen Coho park residents and citizens in neighboring communities. These donations have been used to
buy necessary supplies. We have the unknown helpers
out there who are washing, cutting and supplying us the
materials to continue until we are no longer needed.
We are currently making special-sized masks for our
communities children. At our Escapees park, we not only
care for our own, but also for the neighboring communities that surround our park. Some of us may be “past
our prime,” but all of those participating have answered
the call and demands of the times without complaints
with love for our communities and the U.S.A.
We are carrying the message to all who will listen
that we are not finish yet. There is a sense of pride when
spotting a mask that I know was made by someone in
our park. The intent of my sharing this story is to inform
all Escapees that we are active out here, and we will
persevere through this crisis.
Be Safe until we can once again share SKP hugs!
Until then, know that we will preserve the SKP moto of
Special Kind of People.
Elizabeth J. Walsh, 91048
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IMPROVED READABILITY?

Escapees magazine has received a
handful of complaints that the body text
font, despite it’s larger size, is difficult to
read due to its being skinny and faint.
We’ve modified the weight of the font this issue, as
well as the leading between lines of text. We would
like to know if you noticed, and if so, did it make
your reading experience more pleasant?

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED.

Hummingbird
Feeder Safety
The information in the “Birdfeeders on the Road”
submission in the “Tips” section of the September/
October issue unintentionally contains some bad and
dangerous information in regard to hummingbirds.

The correct ratio for the hummingbird
solution is four parts boiled water to
one part plain granulated sugar. This
most closely represents their flower’s
natural food source. Audubon, Cornell,
Wild Birds Unlimited and others all
agree this is the best formula. The 3:1
ratio is too strong.
Also, research shows that the red coloring is not
only unnecessary, it’s dangerous. It is a chemical
that can harm the birds. There is enough red on the
feeders to attract the hummers. Also, the solution
should be changed frequently, every day when
temps soar.
Georgina Lentini #115555, (former Wild Birds Unlimited owner)

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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From the Bookshelf

WORKING AND SIMPLIFYING YOUR LIFE
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

I have seen a lot of books about work-camping some good, some not so good, and
some just plain awful but this one on seasonal work-camping is one of the best I
have read. This compilation by the Henleys of their experiences and accumulated
knowledge is second to none. The second book in this review is a quirky little
guidebook that shows how to detach from those things and situations that
create havoc in these modern times. Both of these books may help to create
a more stable, peaceful, happy life. Maybe the work-camping lifestyle can be
a bit busy at times, but it is definitely rewarding in its variety and the infinite
blessings of lessons learned. Whether the riches are people that are met, income
earned or challenging experiences not frequently available to everyone, the
rewards are there.

“Both of these
books may help
to create a more
stable, peaceful,
happy life.”

SEASONAL WORKAMPING FOR A LIVING:
HOW WE DID IT

Magazine

LEVI HENLEY AND NATALIE FLORES-HENLEY #125245 • ISBN: 979-8642016435
PAPERBACK: $8.99 • KINDLE: $4.99
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Fellow Escapees Levi and Natalie Henley have lived
the work-camping lifestyle for over six years and are
sharing their experiences and the lessons they learned.
In addition to their website (www.henleyshappytrails.
com), which functions as an informative updating
of work-camping information and opportunities,
the Henleys have written a great book, Seasonal
Workamping for a Living. This is a personable and well-written book, but it
is so much more. The Henleys’ stories of how they got started, the mistakes
they made and the lessons learned are told in a humorous fashion. They
were not sure how to start looking for work. They were assisted by other
RVers, especially fellow Escapees who offered good advice. Their hesitation
to begin work-camping is shared by many other RVers. Issues of where and
how to start are considerations for how to fund travel and see the country.
In spite of their hesitation, the Henleys were successful in researching and
applying for various jobs. The second section of the book shows how they
found jobs and features some of their day-by-day experiences. The two
beginning sections are interesting and fun to read, but the third section of
the book is a real treasure. They guide you through the steps of researching
jobs, making choices based on considerations of pay, travel, amenities,
locations, interesting assignments, creating a workamper resume, etc. This
section is one that definitely should be consulted when considering job
offers. The final sections of the book include orientation and training opportunities that will enhance your work-camping resumé, how to keep good tax
records and other issues while traveling. Finally, a glossary of links provides
additional information from a multitude of resources. This is certainly a
must-have resource, a treasured library addition for anyone researching or
considering the work-camping life, as well as for those already living it. But,
last of all, the Henleys’ adventures would be interesting to anyone, whether
or not they have met work-campers while on the road, helping to appreciate
how a segment of the RVing family survives and manages their road adventures. And, it’s a good read.
November/December 2020

SIMPLIFY
HOW TO STAY SANE
IN A WORLD GOING MAD
BOB HILLARY • WATKINS PUBLISHING 2020
ISBN: 978-1-78678-335-6
PAPERBACK $11.99 • KINDLE: $9.99

This short, simple, thought-provoking book offers 21 practices
to help cope with the hectic
pace of modern life and to
live a more conscious life.
Bob learned many of these
lessons while living off-grid and
detaching himself from some of
the anxiety-producing features
of a modern lifestyle. Rather
than going faster and faster,
many people are choosing more
contemplative and less complex
lives, looking for stillness and
a natural way to live. This book
provides guidance to accomplish these goals.

TV That Travels With You

DISH Outdoors is designed for the mobile lifestyle!
Pay As You Go
programming. Pay only
30 days at a time.

Fast and easy setup
with automatic signal
finders.

No Wi-Fi or cell
signal needed!

Escapees Exclusive Offer

GET $50 OFF
A DISH OUTDOORS SATELLITE
ANTENNA BUNDLE*

USE CODE: ESCP
Visit DISHForMyRV.com/Escapees or call 1-877-740-5082
*Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers
subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead
to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers. Offer ends 1/13/2021. Additional restrictions may apply.

Head Out Program (HOP)

Big Bend
Area Winter
Home-base
HOP
FEBRUARY 1—MARCH 2, 2021

UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
BIG BEND AREA—WINTER HOME BASE HOP
FEBRUARY 1– MARCH 2, 2021

Big Bend National Park, Texas
$50 per person

NEW ORLEANS HOP
APRIL 25–30, 2021

New Orleans, Louisiana
Price Range: $745–$1,399

MOAB OUTDOOR ADVENTURE HOP
MAY 27—JUNE 1, 2021

Moab, Utah
Price Range: $655–$955

History, mystery and the universe!
MAINE LEAVES AND LOBSTER HOP
Escapees RV Club will be hosting a winter
SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 1, 2021
Bar Harbor, Maine
home-base event in the Big Bend area of
Price Range: $895–$1,295
Texas. Activities include visiting the McDonald Observatory. You may want to visit the
BALLOON FIESTA HOP
Chihuahua Desert, see the Marfa Lights
OCTOBER 2–10, 2021
and visit the restored fort in Fort Davis.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Option #1: October 02–07, 2020, $999–$1110
The Big Bend area is a popular destination
Option #2: October 07–11, 2020, $989–$1095
during February and March, so please
Option #3: October 02–11, 2020, $1245–$1355
register for this HOP as soon as
PAY
possible. Registering now will ensure
N
ROSE PARADE HOP
1/2 DOW TER
you will have a spot for this event as
A
L
DECEMBER 27, 2021–JANUARY 3, 2022
2
/
AND 1 OUR
Pasadena, California
well as the RV park.
Y
FOR

NT.
HOP EeVatEregistration.

Price Range: $927–$1,825

ailabl
Option avot available with
N
OPs.
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Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RVers.
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Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

www.escapees.com/hops

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881
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Day’s End

FREE AND LOW-COST PARKING FINDS
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383. Download the entire online directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.

Huntsville: Ditto Landing CG & Marina (county). 33 back-in 30/50-A
E/W sites. D at entrance. 30-A, $18; 50-A, $22. Reservations advised
256-883-9420. Open all yr. 12 mi S on US 231, TL on Hobbs Island
Rd SE, go 3/4 mi, TR on Ditto Landing Rd SE. Lg sites and lg shade
trees. Verizon OK. Office is in boat dock bldg. Boat launch and fishing
access to TN Riv. Jim and Gail McManus #106499

MISSOURI

Ava: Rippee conservation area (DNR). Designated grassy shaded
campsites, tables. Pit toilet. Free. Approx.15 mi SE of town on SR
14. N36.87057 W92.46919. Beautiful sites right along the riv. Riv
access. Richard and Kathy Howe #74769

Kansas City: Ameristar Casino. No facilities. Free. I-435 x55, go
approx.1 mi E on SR 210, entrance is on L. Pkg is on R in a very lg
gravel lot. Rick and Ellen Yarker #87386
Pilot Grove: CP. Tables, rest rooms. Possible E along back of pkg area.
Free. From College St/SR 135 in town, go 3 blks W on Mount Vernon
St. N38.87189 W92.91711. Plenty of room. Playground. Richard and
Kathy Howe #74769
Warrensburg: Out-of-business stores in mall, pkg lot. No signs. SR
13, exit Hawthorne Blvd, S side between N Simpson Dr and Basswood St., near AMC Classic Warrensburg 10 movie theaters. Lot is
gently sloped but some level areas. Quiet and good cell service.
Al and Greta Boldt #137250

NORTH CAROLINA
Buxton: Cape Point CG, Cape Hatteras Natl Seashore (NPS). 202
paved reservable sites, tables, grills. W, flush toilets, cold showers,
D. $20, S/A Pass 1/2. Open 3rd Fri in Apr thru Mon after last
wkend in Nov. Reserve: recreation.gov. From SR 12, go 2.6 mi S
on Old Lighthouse Rd. 46700 Old Lighthouse Rd. Generators
6a–10p. No wood fires. Good Verizon. Beach access, nature trail.
Jim and Gail McManus #106499
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ALABAMA

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NPS.
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The Day’s End Directory is a valuable tool
to help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow
Escapees RVing members. These parking
selections highlight seasonal boondocking
options for your RV travels.

Bodie Island Marsh Blind at sunset.
Cape Hatteras National Seashore,
Buxton, North Carolina.

Day’s End
Selma: JR Cigar outlet, lg paved pkg area behind. Free. Stayed
three nights; no problems. I-95 x97, go E. Take 1st. R onto JR Blvd.
35.51682 -78.2904. Room for many lg rigs. Larry Farquhar #72114

NEW MEXICO

Akela: Lg flat paved pkg areas. Trash cans. Free. 24-hr limit. Many
lg rigs. I-10 MM 111, WB and 120.3, EB. Rebecca Crofton #56466
Capitan: Cave CG, Fort Stanton-Snowy River Cave Natl Conservation
Area (BLM). Approx. five sites, some with covered tables. Vault toilet.
Free. Open all yr. US 380 E of town, 1.5 mi E of SR 220 turnoff (just
after crossing Rio Bonito), go S on signed BLM rd. At entrance to
Snowy Cave. Access rd is graveled, but good. May not be suitable for
lg rigs. tinyurl.com/ycsf7wek Toni Kaus #122972
Las Cruces: Prehistoric Trackways NM (BLM). Gravel pkg areas, room
for one lg rig in first area, multiple rigs any size at second lg area. Free.
Open all yr. From I-25 x9 go 1.8 mi W through Dona Ana on Thorpe
Rd, TR on N Valley Dr, go 1/2 mi, TL on Shalem Colony Trail, go 1.2
mi (crossing Rio Grande Riv), TR on Rocky Acres Trail, TL on 1st gravel
road on L, cross cattle guard to see NM sign and first pkg area. Second pkg area is approx. 200 yards farther down the rd and crosses a
wash. Walk or use sm vehicle to determine access to second pkg area
with room for 5+ any size rigs. N32.37306 -106.86639. Quiet with
trails to explore. Good Verizon. Charlie and Jeanne Watkins #112065
San Jon: Russell’s Truck & Travel Ctr. Designated RV sites next to ctr,
free, O/N+, away from trucks. Also free BD and approx.12 15/30-A
E sites on gravel lot across hwy to E, $1 for connection and $1 per
hr (sign up online or call the phone number listed on the info sign or
on the posts). 1st 10 hours after account setup are free. I-40 x369,
Ctr is in NW quad, 13 mi E of town near ghost town Glenrio at NM/TX
state line. C-Store with rest rooms open 24/7. Nice free car museum.
Chas Wilder #88717
Socorro: “The Box” (BLM). BD. Pit toilet. Free. 14-day limit. Approx
six mi W of town on US 60, TL on The Box/Box Canyon Rd. First spot
is approx 1/4 mi, next is another approx. 1/2 mi at pit toilet. Good
access for lg rig. N34 0.374 W106 59.596. Elev 5541 ft. Scenic and
reasonably quiet. Mike and Bonnie Miller #108841

NEVADA
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Laughlin: Telephone Cove, backcountry camping area (Lake Mead
NRA, NPS). Pit toilet, trash service. $25/7 day or $45/yr vehicle
entrance fee (S/A Pass free). 15-day limit. Go approx. four mi W
from Casino Dr in town on SR 163 to N35 11.625 W114 38.602,
TR on dirt rd, go 4.3 mi. Steep downhill sections, keep L at any
intersecting rds. N35 13.973 W114 35.646. Room for any size
rig, but 4WD recommended for access rd. Lots of beachfront sites
along Mohave Lake. Verizon OK. Heavily used by boaters on wkends.
James Scharmota #123729
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Moapa: Muddy Mountains BD (BLM). Rock fire rings. Free. 14-day
limit. 14 mi S of town, I-15 x75, go 6.5 mi E, past Moapa Paiute Travel
Ctr, on Valley of Fire Hwy, to lg rocks marking entrance to rd on R.
36.44796 -114.67758. Any size RV until rd splits and continues up
the hill, then rather bumpy but still lg sites and lg turnarounds up
behind hills. W & D at VoF SP ($10 entrance fee) six mi farther on
hwy. Several other sites viewed just off VoF Hwy heading E into SP.
Charlie and Jeanne Watkins #112065
Pioche: Lincoln County Rec Area. No facilities. No restrictive signs.
29 mi N of town on US 93. N38.31917 W114.60778. Pullout with
info sign on W side of hwy has sloped paved areas. E side of hwy has
gravel rd with spurs for dispersed camping. Rebecca Crofton #56466

Scotty's Junction: BD (BLM), SR 267/72. No facilities. Free. 14-day
limit. Near NE entrance to Death Valley NP. Lg paved area. Jct. US
95 & SR 267/72, NW quadrant. 37.29975 -117.05479. 165'x540'
Rene Agredano & Jim Nelson #103274
Tonopah: Dispersed camping (BLM). No facilities. Free. 14-day limit.
From US 6 in town, go 1 mi S on US 95 to BLM field office on W
side of hwy. Turn into BLM driveway. Wide gravel rd to S of BLM pkg
lot (38.05198 -117.21638) goes approx. 0.2 mi to huge dispersed
camping area. 38.04951 -117.2179. No turnaround further down rd.
6288' elev. Excellent solar and Verizon. Mark and Sue Bryer #86611

TEXAS

El Paso: Welcome Ctr. Separate pkg for RVs and trucks each with
approx 20 narrow spaces. Rest rooms open 24 hrs. 24-hr limit. I-10
x1 EB only. Pkg area exits to I-10, no turnaround. L. Davis #102381
Groom: Cross of Our Lord roadside attraction, pkg lot. O/N OK. Free.
I-40 x112, SW quad, cross visible from I-40. 35.21044 -101.12188.
Shade trees along S side of lot. Rd sign near MM 114 WB advertises
the RV and truck pkg. Kim and Greg Ketcher #140941
Monahans: Willow Draw CG, Monahans Sandhills SP. 26 E/W sites.
$15. $4/person park entrance fee. Covered tables. Flush toilets,
showers. 5.3 mi NE of town, I-20 x86, go 1.8 mi N on State Hwy Park
Rd 41 to CG. 31.63517 -102.81621.
Seymour: Millers Creek Reservoir (TX Parks & Wildlife). BD. Dumpster.
Free. 15-consecutive-day limit wtihin 30. 17 mi SW of town on US 277
at Goree, go 4.2 mi S on FM 266, TL (E) on FM 1608, go 7.4 mi, continue straight onto CR 489, go 0.6 mi. 33.41973 -99.37938. Several
BD sites around lake. Sites 1–5 short term, 6–30 longer term. Many
sites on dirt rds, difficult when wet. Main BD site on gravel rd, room
for five RVs. No ATVs. Boat ramp. Larry and Betty Malcom #122042
Wickett: RV Park (CP). 36 Sites, 30-A E/W/S. All gravel back-ins. D.
$16.75. Wk and mo rates also avail. Drop bBox at city hall (across
street and one blk S) for after-hrs pmts. No stay limit posted. From
I-20 x73, go 0.3 mi N on Ranch 1219. Jog to L, follow Ranch 1219
over RR tracks. RV park is 0.3 mi N on R side of rd, next to CP. Laundromat across st. Weak Verizon. Randy and Ellen Underwood #133278

UTAH

Hanksville: Temple Mtn CG East (BLM), lg pkg lot for BD, no designated sites. Steel firering/grills. Vault toilets. Free. 14-day. SR 24 approx
20 mi N of Hanksville, or approx 30 mi S of I-70 x149, go 5.5 mi W
on Temple Mtn Rd (0.5 mi past SB turnoff to Goblin Valley SP, paved
rd narrows but OK for lg rig), area is on L. 38.65677 -110.66123. At
edge of picturesque San Rafael Reef. Swarms of ATVs on wkends. Unshaded. Verizon marginal. tinyurl.com/ya3yulal. Paul Codyer #151338
Moab: Devils Garden CG, Arches NP. 52 BD sites, tables, grills. Flush
toilets. $25, S/A Pass 1/2. Mar 1—Oct 31 by reservation only (might
be given one night if a site is open), rest of yr no reservations. Approx.
five mi N of town on US 191, turn NE into NP entrance, go 18 mi
from visitor center to CG. No W to fill RV tanks. Some sites 30' limit.
Great views. nps.gov/arch
Moab: Lg flat gravel lot (BLM). No facilities. N of Moab, US 191 MM
142, E side. Next to hwy, noise. Several BD sites along very rutted rd
past cattle guard. Pam and Steve Ritchie #48345
Thompson Springs: BLM 146/Salt Valley Gorge Rd, paved lot (BLM).
No facilities. Free. No posted stay limit. I-70 x187 go 0.3 mi S, lg paved
area on L. 38.95782 -109.72418. Great Verizon. Lots of pronghorn.
Paul Codyer #151338

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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The Dreamer's Journey is a roadmap to your possible future. When you take this Journey, you will be embracing a GPS into the RVing
lifestyle (consider our instructors your “RVing Alexa”). For over three decades, Workamper News has been guiding folks just like you to
experience RVing freedom and how to pay their way. You may think you could not ever afford to own an RV and travel. We’ll show you how
to earn money while you travel to reduce or pay all your travel costs. Two live webinars a week connecting you with
passionate industry experts, plus unlimited viewing of over 30 videos. Join in today. Just $29.95 for 90 days of access.
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Life Well-Lived
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CARE
Admiring flowers in the garden with long-time resident Rae Spake #25277
brings back many memories of life at CARE. At age 95, she has overcome two
hip operations in the last three years and is training for travel to the Mid-East.
Rae describes Zelda’s Garden when it was much smaller. “I’m thankful that I have
watched this place change and grow. Change and growth is a good thing.” Rae
shared her story as a career nurse leading up to her life at CARE today. Her story
reminded me of falling dominos, each domino hitting the next target and then the
next, just as they were meant to do.

I

Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in
our center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours per week for
four weeks, driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via
www.paypal.com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/
store, or through a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees
CARE. For further details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@
escapees.com
155 Care Center Dr, Livingston, TX 77351 or visit
www.escapeescare.org |
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Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!

the concept of living independently
in your own RV. They knew CARE
was an option for them “for when
the time comes.”
For the next two years, Rae
volunteered as the front desk
receptionist at the CARE Center.
She remembers when there was
an opening on the wall between
the front desk and what is now the
directors’ office. She laughingly
says, “Me and Jane Depew, in the
other office, used to throw paperclips at one another.”
Ed’s diagnosis of macular
degeneration in 2007 made it an
easy decision to move to CARE.
After settling into site #6, they felt
at home with a sense of belonging.
Rae says, “It was like having a
new freedom of some kind!” Rae
explains that you are not locked
into center-related routines and
have a wealth of opportunities to
make choices. Residents can cook
at home or eat at the center; you
can participate in activities or not.
You can own your own car or let
the volunteers drive. Imagine, a
life without pressure! Giving up the
“granny car” was an easy choice,
since she knew the volunteers would
be glad to drive her wherever she
needed to go. Ed passed away in
May 2013, and Rae had the comfort
and support of fellow residents,
staff and volunteers during that
time. Rae’s advice is come and enjoy
what CARE has to offer while you
can, and don’t wait until it’s too late.
To make new friends and be a part
of the CARE family, come here to
live!
Article and photo by Crystal Saulters #149374

ESCAPEES

n the last days leading up to her
retirement, Rae went through a
normal routine with one of her
patients. As the patient left,
he said, “See you next time.” Rae
quickly replied “No, you won’t! I’m
retiring!” Then the patient shared
his RV traveling adventures around
the country, made possible by
Escapees RV Club mail-forwarding
service.
Rae and husband, Ed, an electrician, retired on the same day. The
idea of “living where you park it”
appealed to both. Before they knew
it, they sold the house, purchased
a “class-C” motorhome and hit the
road. Ed and Rae visited the majority of the 50 states and even flew
overseas to Thailand before making
their way to Texas. They decided
to end their travels by leasing lot
#2, at Escapees Rainbow’s End, in
Livingston.
Rae giggles and says, “We arrived
on the same day of the groundbreaking ceremony for Escapees
CARE, Inc. in 1993. We walked
over to see what all the excitement
was about.” The following spring,
at CARE’s 1994 annual Health Fair,
they attended a seminar featuring
the CARE Center. They both valued
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Camping Kids

It seems like every time you turn around,
there’s a new subscription box being put
together curating niche items or activities. It’s no surprise that these are quickly
growing and improving in the kids’ educational space. I personally love the convenience of getting fun and/or educational
activities all in one box, with step-by-step
instructions included, and you don’t have
to go through the hassle of buying all of the
products separately. There are also many
targeted subscriptions such as hand-selected books based on your children’s
interests and those that focus on STEM
experiments. You can be sure there’s
something out there that will add some fun
to your family’s routine.

I

highly recommend scouring the Web for coupon and
promotional deals any of these companies might be
running. Most often you can find a hefty introductory
promotion that will allow you to give the box a try to
make sure you enjoy the product before spending more
on the subscription. Most companies also allow the flexibility of skipping shipments in case you are not flexible
enough to receive them each month or let them know
when you are back in an area where you will receive mail
for a while. Below are five boxes to try if you are interested in this style of education and entertainment.

KiwiCo

ESCAPEES HAS A SPECIAL DISCOUNT OF
40 PERCENT OFF YOUR FIRST BOX BY USING CODE: RVCLUB40

Little Passports
WWW.LITTLEPASSPORTS.COM

This subscription box is perfect for little RVers of all
ages. Each box is filled with toys and activities that will

WWW.LITERATI.COM

This is a book subscription we have used for both of our
children. The boxes are curated based on your child’s
age and interests. We found they did a wonderful job
of finding new books, and you skip the hassle of trying
to sort through thousands of books for what your child
may like. They also do a great job with presentation and
include fun things like stickers for the kids to personalize
their books. If there were any books that your family
doesn’t like, you simply put them back in a prepaid
shipping envelope and return by mail. Membership to
Literati is $9.95/month, plus the cost of any books you
keep. Their prices are comparable to Amazon and other
bookstores.

Groovy Lab in a Box
WWW.GROOVYLABINABOX.COM

This is a good box for ages eight+ that targets children
interested in STEM experiments through hands-on
activities that develop critical thinking skills. Subscribers also receive access to “Beyond...in a box,” which
is an online learning portal that includes videos and
supplemental activities. You can purchase these boxes
on an individual basis for $39.95, or you can subscribe
to monthly shipments for as low as $24.95 per month.

Bitsbox
WWW.BITSBOX.COM

This is a subscription box that is specifically for children
ages six through twelve who are interested in coding.
You are able to select whether you want a physical
box mailed to you, or they have a digital version that
provides a PDF download of the projects. Each box
introduces a new computer science project, and they
build apps that can actually work on a mobile device.
The mailed boxes start from $24.95 per month and the
digital version is $16.95 per month.
Your advice for RVing with children could appear in a
future “Camping Kids” column! Send tips for organization, storage, safety, socialization or other aspects of
traveling with children to melaniecarr@escapees.com.
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This is one of my absolute favorite companies because
they offer such a wide range of “crates” that appeal to
different age ranges (infant to teens) and activities. They
truly offer something fun and inspiring for everyone,
whether you’re interested in playing or learning or want
to focus on science and engineering, art and design and
more. These boxes start at $16.95 per month.

Literati

ESCAPEES

WWW.KIWICO.COM

teach young ones about the world around them. You can
pick a focused subscription that will cater to learning
about states in the USA, new countries worldwide,
science, engineering and more! The price range of these
boxes depends on which one you choose, but you can
get them for as low as $15.95 per month.

Our first experience winter camping in our 26-foot Itasca Sunstar
motorhome was in Wichita, Kansas. We were camp hosts at an RV park
for four months, from January through April.
It was during that short period that we learned our most
valuable lessons about RVing in the bitter cold of winter.

Lessons We Learned the Hard Way

By NATALIE HENLEY #125245

Unfortunately, many of those lessons were learned the hard way.
We were without water, fixed
and repaired more parts of the
RV than we’d like to admit, spent
hundreds of dollars on propane
and bought a whole lot of products
that did a whole lot of nothing.
Hindsight is 20/20, and we could
have avoided many blunders.

T

hanks to fellow RVers in the park,
dozens of RV-related blogs and
forums and some professional advice,
we were able to troubleshoot each
issue and find a solution. That’s the beauty of
the RVing community. As far and wide as we
roam, there is always a fellow RVer around
the corner to offer advice, lend a helping
hand or point you in the right direction.

Insulate Your Water Hose Properly
Our first try “insulating” our fresh-water
hose involved wrapping it with foam tubing
36
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insulation. After a night of below-freezing
temperatures, we woke up to no water.
Our hose iced up. How could that be? We
insulated it with foam. A fellow RVer in the
park inspected our hose and quickly said,
“You forgot the heat tape.”
Oops! Back to the drawing board. After
purchasing heat tape from the nearest
hardware store, we went to work, first
removing the foam tubing and then painstakingly wrapping the heat tape around the
hose. We reapplied the tubing and secured
the setup with electric tape.
A few days later, our water hose sprung a
leak. The hose had warped and came out of
its metal fitting. After running our situation
by another RV park resident, we came to
the conclusion that we had melted our hose.
In our determination to make sure our
hose did not freeze up again, we wrapped
the heat tape around the hose every two
to three inches. Too much heat caused the
melting of the hose.
Third time’s a charm. We went to the
hardware store and purchased a new freshwater hose. We first wrapped the hose with
heat tape every one to two feet and then fit

Left: Levi used a heat gun to
unfreeze the water lines in
an attempt to get the water
pump to function properly.
Above: Custom-made skirting
for our motorhome. RVing in
Wichita, Kansas.
An insulated fresh-water hose
(black) and our sewer hose.
PHOTOS BY NATALIE HENLEY

the insulation tubing over it. This setup has
continued to work for us.

Skirt Your RV For Extra Insulation

As work-campers at the RV park in Kansas,
part of our compensation package was
a free site with partial payment towards
electricity. We were also able to purchase
propane at a highly discounted price. Even
with these credits, we were still spending
hundreds of dollars per month on both
electricity and propane.
Our fellow work-campers, who had
worked there many winter seasons,
suggested that we invest in RV skirting. This
was a new concept to us, but we noticed
that many long-term residents in the park
had outfitted their rigs with some type of
skirting, be it foam boards, tarps or even a
professionally installed custom-made skirt.
Strong, icy winds are a part of Kansas
winters, and every time it blows under and
around the RV, it takes heat along with it.
The skirting, like a windbreaker, helps to
contain the heat under the RV, keeping the
inside warm. We initially created our own
skirting using tarps but graduated to a

custom-made skirt when we realized that we
really enjoyed the cold and would be finding
future opportunities to RV in that climate.

Monitor the Temperature
in Your Lower Compartments
This lesson surrounds the importance of
water and respecting its changing states of
matter. As we are well aware, when water
freezes, it expands. This, coupled with RV
water systems, means two things. One:
Water that freezes means no water is coming
out of the faucets for use. Two: Water that
freezes and expands means there is a high
probability that internal plumbing equipment, like water pipes and tanks, will burst.
These are not inexpensive repairs!
We got a good scare when we discovered
our water pipes had frozen, causing the
water pump to struggle and eventually stop
working. Levi used another nifty tool, a
heat gun, which we were introduced to that
first winter to warm up the frozen mass in
the pipes. The ice broke up, liquified, and
the water pump began doing its thing once
more. (Disclaimer: Be careful using a heat
November/December 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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gun to melt ice as it can easily melt plastic
parts of your RV as well.)
We had escaped a potential expensive
fix. From that moment on, we made it a
point to place wireless digital thermometers
in any lower compartments housing parts
of the rig’s water system. If the space nears
below-freezing temperatures, we run a
200-watt mini-heater inside the compartment to warm things up.

(Disclaimer: We make sure the compartment
is dry when we run the heater. We plug each
heater into a GFCI-protected socket.That’s the
kind of socket with the test and reset buttons.
Most 20-amp plugs in RV park power posts are
GFCI plugs.)

Control Condensation With
Dehumidifiers and Moisture Grabbers

One of the biggest battles we faced with
winter RVing was handling condensation.
Condensation is a fact of life and more
apparent when you are living in an RV. RVs
are generally poorly insulated. This means
that when the cold, blustery wind hits the
rig’s walls and windows, they get cold and
stay cold.
We keep our RV nice and toasty on these
days. As soon as the warm moist air touches
the cold walls and windows, it quickly
cools. Some of the water vapor in the air
condenses into liquid droplets that eventually clump together and start running down
the walls and windows.
Until we arrived in Kansas, we had never
experienced condensation issues. We had
lived in the arid climate of Nevada! Condensation was dripping down our windows, onto
the frame and eventually the walls.
We were wiping down the windows and
walls multiple times per day and even tried
blow-drying the area. We also attempted
to insulate the windows with Reflectix and
then shrinkwrap. These insulation methods
kept us warmer but did not solve the
condensation issue. Our RV owner’s manual
suggested turning up our gas heat and
opening up the roof vents. This worked.
The humidity dissipated, but we were
burning gallons of propane.
We turned to RV forums and posed
our issue on RVillage.com. Within
minutes, fellow RVers were commenting,
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many stressing the need for dehumidifiers
and moisture grabbers. The dehumidifier, in
particular, needed to be a large unit capable
of controlling moisture levels about equal
to the RV square footage. This, they said,
would efficiently and sufficiently reduce the
overwhelming levels of condensation in the
space. We took the advice and purchased a
dehumidifier that was rated for our square
footage. This did the trick, along with
moisture grabbers thrown into the cabinets
and closet.

Keep Air Flowing in Your RV

Sometimes, however, placing moisture
grabbers in closed spaces, like tucked away
cabinets or cupboards, doesn’t always
prevent condensation or, even worse,
mold, from accumulating. We experienced
this with the overhead cabinets and side
drawers by our bed. We were in the process
of deep cleaning the RV, emptying out all
spaces and cleaning them out, when mold
was discovered in these compartments.
We used mold remover to clean it up and
prevent more from developing.
A bit of online investigating and we
learned that many other RVers keep cabinets, drawers and closets open or ajar to
allow for airflow. Allowing air to flow over
cold surfaces will help reduce the chances
of condensation forming. Including a fan in
the setup is an even more effective way to
increase airflow.
A little trial and error and a lot of help
from the RVing community helped us
through our first cold winter in our motorhome. It’s been nearly five years since
then, and we have continued to RV in cold
climates. We continue to learn and expand
on practices to make our living conditions
more comfortable and safe. Knowing that
we are not alone and have fellow RVers
willing to help makes for some bright
winter days!

NATALIE HENLEY and her husband, Levi, are
a full-time RVing couple. Together with their
two cats, they travel around the country
in their 2011 Sunstar Itasca seeking
work-camping gigs. They share their adventures, seasonal job experiences and travel
tips on their website, henleyshappytrails.com.
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Sunlight streams through the forest in the early morning hours while
Bert Minten prepares to start his day as camphost at a busy California
campground. Every day presents different demands, but his morning
ritual of coffee and meditation helps deal with anything. Meanwhile, in
Colorado, Matt Staske sits quietly for a few moments to ground himself
before moving to another RV park. And, while Marc breathes deeply and
looks out across into the Sonoran Desert at sunrise, Leezel Landicho
smiles confidently. She’s found clarity through silence.

Cultivating Calm During Challenging Times

Meditation
By RENE AGREDANO #103274
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All four people come from different places and backgrounds, but
they share one habit that’s made
a big difference in how they cope
with life’s challenges: meditation.

I

n 2020, there probably isn’t a single
person on Earth who hasn’t felt the
mental health impact brought on
by the coronavirus pandemic or the
other emotional challenges this year has
presented to us. Fighting the invisible
enemy is taking a toll on everyone. Bert
#140805, Matt #147879, Marc #148012
and Leezel aren’t immune to the pandemic’s
effects on daily living, but their daily meditation practice is a tool for coping with the
mental and physical risks. Science-backed,
legitimate research proves that even a few
minutes dedicated to a daily meditation
practice can:
• reduce depression, insomnia, anxiety and
stress,
• boost empathy and compassion for
others,
• ease symptoms of chronic illnesses like
hypertension,
• improve clarity, focus and attention for
more productivity.
Despite these documented effects, many
people hear the word “meditation” and tune
out. I used to be one of them. Like many
people, I didn’t understand the purpose of
meditation or how to do it effectively, but a
hypertension diagnosis encouraged me to
figure it out. As a fitness and health-food
freak, I couldn’t understand why I had
high blood pressure until I realized that it
wasn’t what I was putting into my mouth
that was the problem. It was what I was
putting into my mind. The constant stream
of uncontrolled emotions I allowed in were
beating up my cardiovascular system and
pushing me toward an early grave. I desperately wanted to get off the blood pressure
medication. In my research, I learned that
meditation is another way to control hypertension. My first step toward better health
happened when I downloaded a meditation
app and realized that I had been overthinking the process all along.
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Meditation
Resources:

Headspace.com:
What Is Meditation?
WWW.HEADSPACE.COM/MEDITATION

Ten Percent Happier:
WWW.TENPERCENT.COM

Calm:
WWW.CALM.COM

Aura:
WWW.AURAHEALTH.IO

Insight Timer:
INSIGHTTIMER.COM
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Meditation Isn’t Just for Monks.

Meditation is no longer just “woo woo”
reserved for Buddhist monks and New-agers
with time on their hands. It isn’t mysterious
or complicated. It won’t put you in a trance,
change your personality or guarantee peace,
love and harmony in your life. What it can do
is help you obtain clarity and peace of mind,
if only for a few moments each day.
The process of meditating can take many
different forms. We can meditate while
sitting quietly, chanting or even during
physical activity, like walking, hiking or
swimming. Once you reach the goal of
calming your mind enough to observe your
thoughts without judgment, you can experience living in the ever-elusive “now” and fully
immerse yourself in the current moment
instead of stressing about the past or the
future. Over time, your body responds with
better physical and mental health.
Meditation sounds deceptively simple,
but sitting quietly and observing your
thoughts is challenging for many humans.
Our minds are always on overdrive, especially now during the pandemic. Reaping the
rewards requires patience and persistence.
With practice, just a few minutes of daily
meditation can become as familiar as brushing your teeth, and equally as powerful in
managing your overall health. For example,
if you can tame your mind’s response to
thoughts about things like a deadly virus,
you can bolster your immune system by
preventing your body from releasing the
stress hormone cortisol.
“I do believe that serious meditators have
mentally weathered the pandemic better
than uninitiated people,” says Matt. The
pandemic stripped away the false sense of
certainty that most people have lived their
life by, he explains. Meditation has taught
him to roll with the punches in an inherently
uncertain world that existed long before the
pandemic occurred. A long-time meditator,
Matt helped organize meditation workshops
at the 2019 and 2020 Xscapers Bash,
where he met Marc, Leezel, Bert and
several other meditation enthusiasts
who remain friends to this day, chat
often on Facebook and occasionally
meet up on the road.
In a Zoom call about the benefits
of mediation, all four said that setting
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aside time to calm the mind is key to feeling
grounded, especially now. “It changed
me,” said Leezel. “It’s got me stronger in
dealing with what’s happening today.” When
it comes to surviving the pandemic, Bert
wholeheartedly agrees that it’s helped.
“The fact that we have meditation in our
background gives us a tool to reflect and
stay composed in a way that maybe other
people couldn’t,” he explained. Bert says his
practice has taken several forms through
the years, from swimming to group practice
to just sitting with his coffee at sunrise and
staring into the mountains. All have been
equally effective in helping him feel calm
and centered.
As a bonus for RVers who meditate, we
also get to enjoy the experience of practicing in different environments. “I think being
a nomad and going to different places and
meditating is a very different experience
from always meditating in your same
environment,” says Marc. “One day I’m
looking at a lake, and the next I’m looking at
mountains and deserts. It’s all positive, but
the core about meditation stays the same.
It’s not like I have to sit by a stream
to meditate.”

Learning How to Meditate

The process of discovering what type of
meditation practice works for you is half the
fun of reaping the rewards. Learning how to
meditate is beyond the scope of this article.
But, if you’re a novice, consider starting
with guided meditations through apps like
Headspace or Calm. These smartphone apps
teach the building blocks of a daily habit with
clear instruction and guidance. As your skills
grow, you may want to naturally progress
to other methods, like group meditation.
You might enjoy active meditation while
standing, walking or cooking. There’s no end
to the countless ways you can calm the mind
and center yourself. One thing is certain:
Over time all methods result in better clarity
and health and experiencing a less reactive
way of living in our crazy world.
RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 14th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at www.LiveWorkDream.com.
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Although many RVers head to the Southwest desert to avoid winter snow, one of the
great delights for RVers camped in the desert is to take a quick trip into the higher
elevations of Arizona and Utah to savor a few hours or days of the Christmas season
surrounded by snow. We started watching for blizzard conditions north of Phoenix, and

when a big snowstorm was predicted, we headed out.

SOUTH
A Winter’s Tale in the
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Sunrise steals across the snowy landscape of Bryce
Canyon National Park on a cold winter morning.

WEST

By EMILY FAGAN #99408
Photos by EMILY AND MARK FAGAN
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Winter visitors hike down
snowy trails into the red
rock hoodoos of Bryce
Canyon National Park.

This may sound crazy, but for full-timers who always follow the seasons
in search of temperate weather, the prospect of seeing some of
America’s most beautiful sights blanketed with snow was a thrill.

A

bout an hour from Phoenix, the
historic mining town of Jerome lies
just over halfway up 7,818-foot-tall
Mingus Mountain, and we found
ourselves in deep snow as soon as we got
out of our truck. Jerome’s heyday was at
the turn of the last century when the copper
mining boom was in full swing, and the
town’s ornate, snow-covered-Victorian-era
buildings were reminiscent of a Currier
and Ives painting. The Jerome Grand Hotel
glowed in holiday splendor while the coffee
shops and bistros offered a cozy respite
from the freezing air.
Further north, as blizzard conditions
intensified, the town of Flagstaff got busy
shoveling itself out, but we continued on
to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. A
visit to the Grand Canyon is a jaw-dropping
delight at any time of year, but to see the
deep red cliffs framed with white snow was
sublime. Only a few overlooks were open,
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but the neighboring village of Tusayan was
busy as the hotels and restaurants catered
to the intrepid travelers that braved the
ice and snow to visit. Snow-covered shuttle
buses continued to do their loops between
the hotels and the overlooks while Trailer
Village RV Park, with full hookups, and
Mather Campground, with dry-campsites,
were both open to RVers next to the rim.
When we arrived, we dashed out onto the
first overlook we came to. The signs were
all covered with snow, so we had no idea
exactly where we were, but the snow-covered path took us to the edge, and we stood
in awe as the snow, fog and mist swirled
around us. At first, the views were obscured,
but during the next hour, we watched
Nature’s unique drama quietly unfold before
us as the sun fought its way to the fore and
the fog slowly subsided. When the curtain
of mist was fully parted, a light show began
to take place across the craggy peaks and

Top left: The Jerome Grand
Hotel in Arizona offers a
warm welcome on a snowy
afternoon.
Top Right: Utah’s Bryce
Canyon National Park shows
off its winter finest.
RVs are welcome at Rubys
Inn next to Bryce Canyon
any time of year.

valleys of Grand Canyon’s vast stage. The
sun chased the clouds, and then the clouds
overtook the sun. By turns, the Canyon lit
up and fell dark. Fellow tourists tromped
across the snow to get out to the edge for
fantastic selfies against this ever-changing
backdrop, and we trudged down every
cleared path that we could find along the
rim that had been at least partially tamped
down by previous footprints.
The blizzard had closed the road that
heads east from the South Rim, so we
backtracked south to Flagstaff and drove
the long way around the Grand Canyon up
through Cameron to the town of Page. While
the South Rim of the Grand Canyon sits at
7,000 feet of elevation, the altitude in Page
is just over 4,000 feet and, not only was the
temperature much warmer but in place of
snow, there was a brisk rain.
The Colorado River is responsible for the
eye-popping gorge of Grand Canyon, but
another lesser-known and equally dramatic
spot, that showcases the astonishing
eroding force of the river’s flowing water,
is Horseshoe Bend just south of Page,
Arizona. Here the river doubles back on

itself and, standing on the massive flat
boulders 1,000 feet above the water, you
have a sweeping view. Dawn and dusk are
the best times to visit. The sky radiates
pink above the orange canyon walls and the
placid water reflects the changing colors of
the sky. However, an early morning trek to
the edge is a chilly affair in winter!

Lake Powell

A few miles north of Page, we stopped to
admire Lake Powell as it shimmered an
iridescent blue in the morning light. This
lake was formed by damming the Colorado
River in Glen Canyon, and the colorful
canyon walls rose from the bright blue water
in stunning beauty. Glen Canyon lies along
a 169-mile stretch of the Colorado River,
and the possibilities for recreation on Lake
Powell are endless, even in winter (there’s
no snow!), but we were itching to see Bryce
Canyon National Park decorated with the
powdery white stuff, so we continued our
travels north into Utah’s land of red rocks.
Humble Red Canyon is the warmup act
for Bryce Canyon, and its virtues are entirely
unsung in comparison to its more famous
November/December 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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neighbor. But every motorist is quickly
bewitched by Red Canyon’s beauty as they
hustle through it towards Bryce, and if you
don’t know ahead of time that it’s there, it’s
easy to miss all but a glimpse as you drive
past the towering pink hoodoos and under
the unique red rock arches that span the
highway. How awesome it was to see Red
Canyon’s many vivid hoodoos covered with
tufts of snow.

RED CANYON

UTAH
89
GLEN CANYON
HORSESHOE BEND

ARIZONA

89
SOUTH RIM
64
180
40
FLAGSTAFF
89

JEROME

40
17

CAMP VERDE

Route Length
9 H 38 MIN • 558 MILES

Trailer Village RV
Park, Grand Canyon
WWW.VISITGRANDCANYON.COM/
TRAILER-VILLAGE-RV-PARK

Ruby’s Inn,
Bryce Canyon
WWW.BRYCECANYONCAMPGROUNDS.COM/
BRYCE-CANYON-CAMPGROUND
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Bryce Canyon

A few minutes later, we arrived at Bryce
Canyon, and in no time we were making
our way up the slick icy path from a nearly
empty parking lot to Inspiration Point. The
overlook wasn’t officially open, but the tourists didn’t care, and we happily slogged up
the path with a few others, almost unaware,
in our excitement that it hadn’t been
shoveled. When we emerged up on the Rim
Trail, we caught our breath as we took in the
view. The entire Bryce Canyon amphitheater
was a fantastic checkerboard of rich orange
pinnacles trimmed with brilliant white snow.
Awe-inspiring in every season, the addition
of lace trim adorning the red rock peaks
made these Bryce vistas pure magic.
Like Grand Canyon, few overlooks were
open, and there was a sense of adventure
and intimacy among all the travelers who
had decided to visit at this blustery time of
year. The snow had stopped falling a few
hours before we arrived, and the grins on
everyone’s faces said it all: What a glorious
time to be here.
Surprisingly, there were no restrictions on
hiking down into the canyon, and we started
down the Navajo Loop trail. It was slippery
in spots, but the path was wide enough to
be safe, and our spirits soared as the red
rock pinnacles, draped in their white velvet
capes, rose up around us on either side.
What a view. What a place!
Ruby’s Inn is the biggest eating and
sleeping tourist complex in the area, and in
the summertime hundreds of RVs camp out
back behind the buildings. Now those
fields were full of snow, and only the
snowcapped power pedestals poking
through the ice gave away the real
purpose of this land. A small camping
loop close to the main building was open,
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though, and a few courageous RVers were
enduring the overnight single-digit temperatures in their rigs in order to witness Bryce
Canyon in its winter magnificence.
We crept out before dawn one morning
to capture the sun rising above the snowy
canyon. What a surprise it was to walk out on
the snow-encrusted rim trail in the pre-dawn
light and find ourselves in the company of
other crazy photographers loaded down
with tripods and camera gear in pursuit of
the same goal. We staked our claims to two
spots on the edge, guessing wildly just where
the sun would rise, and in a few moments we
were blessed with spikey rays of a golden sun
creeping across the depths of the canyon.
Every camera shutter along the rim seemed
to click at once, and as the show gradually
came to an end, we all chatted excitedly
about the images we had captured.
Back at Ruby’s Inn, the daily smorgasbord
breakfast was well underway. The innkeepers know all about hikers and photographers heading out early and coming back
hungry, and the pancakes, waffles, muffins,
eggs, oatmeal, toast, fruit and coffee that
were overflowing on their enormous buffet
table all went down really well.
If this kind of wild adventure sounds
appealing to you, Grand Canyon can be
done as a long daytrip from Arizona’s low
desert regions, but southern Utah is farther
and worthy of an overnight or two. If you’re
not sure you want to brave driving your RV
on snowy roads, there are hotels at all these
destinations, and many offer staggering
same-day discounts for last-minute reservations in order to fill sudden blizzard-induced
vacancies. But, for those die-hard RVers
among us, these popular spots keep at
least one camping loop open, the shower
rooms have hot showers, and a splurge for
full hookups to keep the water lines in the
basement flowing is not a bad idea!
EMILY AND MARK FAGAN have been traveling
full-time by RV and sailboat since 2007 and
camp almost exclusively without hookups.
Emily has written nearly 200 articles for
various RV and sailing magazines, and the
Fagans' photography has appeared in many
commercial outlets, on magazine covers in
calendars and in museums, too.
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Homemade for the Holidays

Giving Gifts of Food
By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409

Food is synonymous with holidays. Think Easter, it’s ham. Fourth of July?
Hot dogs and burgers on the grill. Turkey is the quintessential Thanksgiving meal. Roast beef might be your go-to Christmas dinner but, in
my rig, tradition calls for shrimp scampi, and the more garlic the better.
Food brings us together and helps create memories and traditions.

T

hat goes for gifts, too. From freshbaked cookies to vinegars, jams,
liqueurs and other delightful edible
gifts, sharing something of yourself
from your kitchen, your travels and your time
makes the giving and receiving worthy of
celebration in its own right. As you formulate
your gift list, consider a few of my favorite
ways to make a delicious impression.

Gifts From Your Kitchen

Like other traveling foodies I know, you are
likely to lose me in specialty food shops
in big cities and small towns. I might be
lovingly wondering if Sqirl’s certified organic
Moro Blood Orange and Vanilla Bean
Marmalade ($14/7.75oz jar) really does
taste like a zesty creamsicle, imagining what
that crazy-expensive nut or seed butter
50
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would taste like with the marmalade, or if
it’s true that a drizzle of artisanally-crafted
Chile Crunch chili-oil (nearly $13/8oz jar)
elevates a bowl of vanilla ice cream.
Without fail, I’m always thinking about
how I can make these goodies myself, at a
fraction of the price. I scour the ingredient
list (and sometimes even take a photo) and
return home to try developing these taste
sensations in my RV kitchen. Sometimes
they’re a hit, other times they are decidedly
not. But when I do triumph, they become
gift-staples, something special from the
heart and often healthier than store-bought.
Sunflower seed butter, to the delight of my
friends and family, is one of those wins. I
finish the gifts off with pretty spreading
knives or spoons (often found in thrift stores)
tied to the jar for a festive presentation.

Perfect Gift Packs

If you’re better at whipping out your credit card than whipping
up a recipe (don’t we all feel like that sometimes?), consider
assembling a themed gift for the food lover in your life. Do this by
combining high-end food products with specific kitchen/tableware
for an all-in-one lovely presentation. Get as gourmet as you wish
or go straightforward and simple; it’s up to you.
This is especially fun (and meaningful) if you can pick up some
authentic items in your travels. For example, olive oil and vinegar
from California, Mexican items from Arizona or Texas, or Asian
specialties in Chinatowns across the U.S. If possible, add a recipe
and include your name and date on the card. Here are a few ideas
to get you started:

Salad and Vinaigrette Kit
As the calendar turns, so do thoughts toward healthier
living. Chances are good that there will be salad on the
menu. Help make this a pleasure with a vinaigrette
kit. Choose a high-quality olive oil, a unique
vinegar that can’t be found in a standard
grocery store, a dried spice blend that goes well with
the vinegar, and a small tin of crunchy sea salt.
Package it up with a beautiful dressing cruet and
some eye-catching salad serving tongs.

Feliz Navidad Feast
Mexican food lovers will appreciate
authentic ingredients and a tool or two
that will make their Mexican meal dreams
come true. Consider giving dried chilis from
the mild guajillo to the smoky chipotle, the
fruity pasilla and the spicy chile de Arbol.
If you’re spending time in New Mexico, pick
up some red chile powder. Corn tortillas are
easy to make with the proper ingredient;
look for nixtamalized masa harina (corn)
dough flour. Beans are central to a great
Mexican meal, and there are none better
than those from Rancho Gordo. You can find
them online or in a Whole Foods market.
Tie it all together with a molcajete (traditional stone mortar and pestle), a brightly
colored tortilladora (cast iron tortilla press)
and/or a comal (cast iron tortilla griddle). If
your budget doesn’t stretch that far, fancy
the ingredients up with an inexpensive
tortillero, a tortilla warmer.
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Far East Fare
Deliver authentic Asian ingredients to your
favorite Far-East loving home cook. Rice
vinegar (seasoned rice vinegar is sweetened), sesame oil, fermented soy sauce,
miso, gochujang (red pepper paste), tahini,
noodles (rice, soba, udon), rice paper, fish
sauce, dried kaffir lime leaves—the list goes
on. Augment your chosen ingredients with a
flat-bottomed carbon steel wok, a bamboo
stacked steamer basket, clay pots, enameled chopsticks, a sake set, and/or one of
my all-time favorite kitchen tools, a Benriner
mandoline, found in professional kitchens
everywhere.

“From brunch to cocktail hour…invite those who
you love to be around and make memories.”
Giving a Gathering

Sometimes giving means gathering. If
that’s something you love to do, consider
hosting a holiday get-together. From brunch
to cocktail hour to large gatherings with
passed trays of fancy appetizers, intimate
socials around the campfire, a potluck
luncheon or an all-out New Year’s Eve bash,
invite those you love to be around and make
some memories.
If you have the time and inclination, consider a little take-home
gift for your guests. This can be as
simple as a spice blend or a few
bags of your latest tea find, a small
jar of jam, or a little baggie filled
with scrumptious tahini-stuffed, chocolate-dipped dates.
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Giving Is Good For The Soul

Whether you are the giver or the recipient,
there’s immense pleasure and gratitude in
the act of exchanging something from the
heart. And if we’re lucky, a recipe or tool,
and the stories attached to it, might become
a family keepsake passed along from
generation to generation. That’s certainly
worth celebrating.
EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents.
In 2000, she and her husband, Ray, set
off on their own adventure in search of a
sunny place to settle down. Eighteen-plus
years later, they’re still roaming the country,
sharing interesting destinations and cooking
up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their popular RV TV
series, RVCookingShow.com.

This delicious sunflower seed butter is ideal for anyone with (or without) nut allergies and makes
approximately one and a half cups.
Before you begin, there are a few things you
need to know. You’ll need a food processor
to make this seed butter. You must toast the
sunflower seeds to bring out the oils. Skip
this step and you’ll have sawdust instead
of butter. Use a dry sweetener. Liquid may
seize the mixture, never ever to become
butter. If the sunflower seed butter won’t
come together, add a little more coconut
oil. Good things come to those who wait.
Processing the sunflower seed butter will
take anywhere from 10 to 18 minutes total
(and it is so worth it!!).
• 3 cups raw, shelled sunflower seeds
• ¼ cup coconut sugar
• 2 tablespoons coconut oil, softened
• pinch of sea salt
• ½ teaspoon cinnamon (cardamom is
great in this, too)
• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Cover a
baking sheet with parchment paper and
roast the sunflower seeds for approximately
8 minutes or until golden brown. Set aside
to cool.
In a food processor, add the (cooled)
roasted sunflower seeds. Process for a few
minutes, it’ll become powdery. Add the
coconut oil and process until it starts to
form a rough ball, stopping and scraping
the sides as necessary. Continue processing
until the ball becomes smooth.
Add the coconut sugar, salt and cinnamon
and continue processing.
Once the butter is loose, dribble in the
vanilla extract. Process a few more minutes
until very smooth and shiny. Taste and
adjust dry ingredients as desired.
Allow to cool, transfer into jars, and
refrigerate.

Recipes

Sunflower-seed Butter

Asian Vinaigrette

Excellent on a green salad or as a light dipping sauce, this easy dressing packs a flavorful,
lip-smacking punch. Simply combine everything in a jar and shake well to mix.
•
•
•
•
•

¼ cup seasoned rice wine vinegar
• ¼ cup light soy sauce
2 tablespoons olive oil
• ¼ teaspoon dark sesame oil
2 large cloves fresh garlic, minced
• 2 inch nub of fresh ginger, finely grated
1 small hot pepper, finely minced or a pinch of hot pepper flakes (optional)
freshly ground black pepper to taste

Tahini-stuffed Dates

Luxurious is how I describe these stuffed dates. They taste like rich, delicious caramel and are kind
of healthy, too, as far as sweets go. Double or triple the recipe as needed.
• 8 large Medjool dates
• 2 tablespoons tahini
• 2 teaspoons maple syrup
• ¼ teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1½ ounces high-quality dark chocolate
• ½ teaspoon coconut oil, softened
• shredded coconut to garnish (optional)
• flaky sea salt
Cover a baking sheet (large enough for eight
large dates) with parchment paper.
In a small bowl, mix the tahini, maple
syrup, and vanilla extract.
Remove the dried stem nub (if present).
Slice the Medjool dates lengthwise, being

careful not to cut all the way through, and
carefully remove the pits. Gently spread the
dates open and spoon tahini mixture into
each.
In a separate bowl, add the chocolate
and coconut oil. Microwave for 20-second
intervals, stirring occasionally, until just
melted.
Working quickly, dip a quarter of each
stuffed date into the chocolate mixture.
Sprinkle the chocolate with coconut, add a
few grains of sea salt along the tahini side of
the date, and place on the baking sheet until
the chocolate hardens.
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“Given this current crisis continues to affect our
lives and the education of our children,
many people have chosen to become full-time RVers.”

Homeschooling,
College Tuition
and Other
Domicile-Related Issues for the FullTime RVers
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

As I write this article, the
head of the Centers for
Disease Control, Dr. Robert
Redfield, has just testified
before Congress. At the
hearing, he was asked when
a vaccine for covid-19 might
be ready and distributed in
the United States.
He answered, “Maybe by the
third quarter of 2021.”
We appear to be in this
pandemic “for the long run.”
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G

iven this current crisis continues to
affect our lives and the education
of our children, many people have
chosen to become full-time RVers.
As part of my job, I spend time each day
fielding calls from those who have already
chosen this lifestyle and those who are
contemplating it. I am often asked the
following: “Which state should we choose as
our domicile?” When asked this question,
I answer the same every time: “That’s like
asking, How long is a rope?”
The reason I can’t answer that question
globally is because the answer is personal.
Each caller has his own unique set of facts
about his life. I need to hear those facts and
then help the caller determine what state
best fits their lifestyle. One complication

when choosing your new state for domicile
purposes is how it might affect education.

I. Using someone’s address may cause
complications for the homeowner and
their family’s education.
Recent retirees George and Rita called our
office. They were ecstatic at their newfound
freedom. They had always planned to “hit
the road” once they retired and sold their
house. They put the house on the market,
and it sold in no time. They decided to
simply use their daughter’s address as their
permanent address. She lived in the same
county and didn’t seem to mind that they
might occasionally receive some of their mail
since they were primarily using the Escapees
mail service for the bulk of it. Did I see any
problems with this arrangement?
“Does your daughter have school-aged
children?” I asked.
“Well, yes. She has one in a private grade
school and one about to apply to college.”
“Will she be seeking scholarships or loans
for either of her children?”
“Well, maybe. Why?”
As I then explain to them, when you use
a relative’s home or even a friend’s home
as your permanent address, you may find
that if they are asked to complete a form
that requires them to provide “household
income,” they will need to include your
income, as you have become an official part
of their household.
So, before asking a relative or friend if you
can use their address, please be aware that
it could affect their ability to seek funding,
including college scholarships and loans.

II. Choosing a new state as domicile may
cause loss of in-state tuition.
Jeanne and Tom had been living in New
Mexico. Their youngest child had recently
graduated from high school and they were
ready to change states. They quickly sold
their home and were now ready to head
to Texas to become Texans. In the fall,
their youngest child would be entering the
University of New Mexico.
They called Loring & Associates and
asked me if their move to Texas would affect
the in-house tuition of their youngest child.

This is one of those areas where the best
I can do is caution the callers to research
this issue before choosing a new state as
their domicile. In-state tuition is certainly
affected by the state you call home. Before
taking off for a new state and a freer life,
please research what part of your life may
be governed by state laws, including your
children’s post-graduate education.

“Domicile and homeschooling are
connected. If you are a full-time
RVer with school-age children,
please research the laws that
pertain to homeschooling of that
state you wish to call home.”
III. Where you choose to live governs
homeschooling and domicile.
Not too long ago, I got a call from a couple
who have four school-age children. They
were moving from the East Coast and
had chosen Escapees as their address
and Livingston, Texas, as their new home.
In their old state, they had enrolled the
children in an online school. They hoped to
continue that program in Texas. However,
they soon learned that in order to enroll in
that program in Texas, they must first enroll
their children in the local public school. They
contacted the local school superintendent
and asked if they could enroll their children
in the schools but, due to the covid-19
pandemic, have them learn remotely. The
superintendent explained that the family
must show a lease to prove their domicile
in the county if they wished to enroll their
children. As recent full-timers, they had no
such proof.
Domicile and homeschooling are
connected. If you are a full-time RVer with
school-age children, please research the
laws that pertain to homeschooling of
that state you wish to call home. Texas
is a rather lenient state when it comes to
homeschooling. The only requirements are
as follows:
November/December 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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“…domicile is a process. Take the
time to “do it right,” and the
benefits will be worth the effort.”
1. The education and instruction must be
“bonafide,” i.e. not a sham.
2. The curriculum must be visual in form—
books, workbooks, videos, etc.
3. The curriculum must include the basics:
reading, spelling, grammar, mathematics
and good citizenship.
This right to homeschool was hard fought
in Texas. In 1984, the Leeper family had
been homeschooling their children for about
three weeks when truant officers arrived
at their door. Five days later, they received
a letter from the Arlington, Texas, ISD
demanding that they send their children to
school. The Leepers refused and, although
they faced potential criminal violations, they
joined and led a class-action suit against the
Texas Education Agency and the various
school districts. The case finally reached the
Texas Supreme Court 10 years later.
The court made a unanimous decision to
uphold the lower court’s ruling that homeschooling would be in the same category as
private schooling.
In the final ruling, the Supreme Court
found that “a school-age child: residing in
the State of Texas who is pursuing under
the direction of a parent or parents or one
standing in parental authority in or through
the child’s home in a bonafide (good faith,
not a sham or subterfuge) manner, a curriculum consisting of books, workbooks and
other written materials, including that which
appears on an electronic screen of either
a computer or video tape monitor, or any
combination of the preceding from either (1)
of a private or parochial school which exists
apart from the child’s home or (2) which
has been developed or obtained from any
source, said curriculum designed to meet
basic education goals of reading, spelling,
grammar, mathematics and a study of good
citizenship, is in attendance upon a private
or parochial school within the meaning of
Section 21.033(a)(l) of the Texas Education
Code and exempt from the requirements of
compulsory attendance at a public school.”
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The Leepers’ long battle for their right to
homeschool their children finally prevailed.
As a result, homeschooling in Texas is now
in the same category as private schools.
Therefore, the schools are not regulated.
The schools do not require teacher certification or curriculum approval from a third
party. There is also no compulsory attendance. This is why many families choose
Texas as their domicile. For homeschooling
purposes, parents have a lot of freedom as
to the education provided.

IV. Conclusion: Choosing your domicile is
a personal decision that may even affect
education.
Choosing your domicile has unexpected
ramifications. I often have people lament
that they just want “to be free” of any such
restrictions. That’s why they chose the
full-time RVing lifestyle, so that they would
not have to settle down anywhere. And that
might be true. The only problem is that, if
you wish to drive a motor vehicle, you must
have a license. Licenses are controlled by
the state where you are domiciled. If you
want to vote, voter registration is also
connected to your domicile, the place where
you call home.
And then there’s education. Where you
or your children attend school and the
regulations that affect schooling are also
tied to the state you call home. So before
choosing a state, it is of utmost importance
to research those areas that affect you and
your family.
Once you do the research and settle on
the best state for you to call home, then
these issues should not be a problem. As
I tell people in almost every conversation,
creating your domicile is a process. Take the
time to “do it right,” and the benefits will be
worth the effort.
K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer
for over 30 years, spending 15 of
those years as a trial lawyer. She
also taught legal writing at the
University of Houston Law School.
From 2011–2016, she was executive
director of Childrenz Haven, the Child
Advocacy Center of Polk County, Texas. Susie and her
husband, James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.
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mail-forwarding solution for your needs today!
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NEW AND IMPROVED, EASY-ACCESS RV EDUCATION
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ELEMENTS OF RVERS’ BOOT
CAMP
AND MUCH MORE.
In online classes led by expert instructors,
students learn about these RV-related topics:
• RV Basic Systems
• Hitch Up
• Tire Safety
• RV Driving
• Propane Safety
• Motorhome Towing
• RV Electricity
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• Weight Management
• Personal Safety
• Fire/Life Safety
• Towable RVs
• Water Safety/Maintenance
• Domicile
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Did you know students who completed
RVers Online University may qualify for
a discount on their RV insurance?*
Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM

For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
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Escapees on a foggy and chilly evening at the
Downeast Maine Hangout in August 2019.
PHOTO BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN #126793
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A Message From The Board

Silver Lining
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By SHAWN LORING #76442, CEO, Escapees RV Club
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What a year 2020 has been! No one anticipated all the trials we would endure
as individuals, as an RV community, as
nations and as a world. The adversities
we confronted in this year are well-discussed. However, rather than meander
down well-trodden paths, we, the Escapees Board, choose to celebrate the better
aspects of 2020.

T

he world discovered, what many of us have
known for years, that you can have the adventure
of your life in an RV, and, what’s more, you
can be safe. This realization by hundreds of
thousands of people has translated into a whole heap
of new people around the campfire. With all the new
people joining the RVing community, education is more
important than ever. There is nothing about RVing that
cannot be learned. However, certain aspects of RVing
require instruction. There are just some things that are
not intuitive; but, once you learn the secret handshake,
RVing is a piece of cake. To consolidate what you need
to know about RVing, we redesigned RVers Online
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University (RVOU), incorporating the content of RV to
Freedom. The newly designed RVOU contains courses
on operation, safety and maintenance of your RV which
are applicable to all RVers. RVOU now contains courses
on how to successfully become and remain a full-time
RVer, and, all of the courses are taught by experts in
their field. Whether you are new to RVing or just want to
refresh your knowledge, check out the RVOU program!
Each year, more and more visitors to our campground, compelled us to implement new technology.
We are now in the process of upgrading our reservation
system to accommodate online reservations. (At the
time of this writing, three of our parks accept online
reservations. The remaining parks are slated for upgrade
in the coming months.) In addition to online reservations,
we are working to dramatically improve and upgrade our
Internet equipment and speeds at our parks over the
coming year. And, we remain committed to providing
you a safe, clean, community-oriented camping experience. Pay us a visit, and let us welcome you home!
The Covid pandemic has put some RVers in a precarious position. Many have felt a need to restrict their
traveling, yet want to continue all the socializing we
normally enjoy. You may have found yourself missing
your Escapees family. In response, we created a new
kind of event called Winter Home Base. As the name

“No recap of 2020 would be complete without a thank
you for your membership. At the end of the day, this
club is more than a collection of discounts and services—
Escapees is a family.”
Thank you for being a loyal Escapees
RV Club Member. Since 1978, we have
worked hard to be a total support
network for RVers like you.
As you know, Escapees RV Club membership
dues have remained at a very low $39.95 for
many years. For us to continue to offer the
quality of service that Escapees RV club is
known for, we need to make a small increase in
the dues, our first since 2015, from $39.95 to
$49.95 effective November 1.
This increase was originally planned for earlier
this year, but with the events happening
around the country and world, we put it off
for as long as we could. This increase will help
us ensure that we can continue to provide
you with the service, benefits, advocacy and
community that you have come to expect from
Escapees RV Club.

We at Escapees RV Club appreciate
your continued support through this
time of growth and change.
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In the past few years, we have added many
benefits and programs to the club like Escapees
Hangouts, Xscapers Convergences, easier travel
planning with our mapping tool, RVers Online
University, RVer Job Exchange, a revitalized
blog with up-to-date educational and lifestyle
articles to make RVing better, as well as discounts
on products and services RVers need. During
the initial stages of the Covid-19 pandemic, we
fought tirelessly on your part to make sure RV
parks stayed open and accessible to RVers that
were traveling away from home and also those
who travel full-time. All of these take more time
and staff to make them successful. As we move
forward into the future, we want to continue
bringing you the best experiences and community
in the RV industry and with the most affordable
prices possible.

ESCAPEES

suggests, these events enable you to create a home
base, in some of the most popular winter destinations,
with a small group of like-minded Escapees. The
Winter Home Base hosts will organize a few activities
(i.e. hiking, pickleball, yoga sessions, campfires, happy
hours, etc.) each week where you and your fellow
campers can safely share some fun. Of course, safety
is our highest priority. So, we will require attendees to
adhere to our CDC-based protocols. The Winter Home
Bases are just one type of event we implemented
during the current crisis. And, as we have done since
the inception of this club (pandemic or no pandemic),
we remain committed to bringing you new and creative
opportunities to interact with your fellow Escapees and
build community.
These are only a fraction of the many things we
accomplished in 2020. And, we will continue to bring
more innovative services to you in 2021. As we march
intrepidly into next year, we have not let the grass grow
under our feet. However, we would be remiss if we did
not mention all the things we accomplished in 2020, and
all of the challenges we overcame, would not have been
possible without the hard work and truly unwavering
dedication of the best staff in the industry. There were
many people who worked all hours, day and night, on
holidays, weekends and on vacations, to support you in
this lifestyle. We, the Escapees board, thank our entire
staff, for making 2020 a success, against all odds. And,
if a staff member helped you personally, please let them
and us know. Your appreciation means more to us than
you can imagine.
No recap of 2020 would be complete without a thank
you for your membership. At the end of the day, this
club is more than a collection of discounts and services—
Escapees is a family. As with any family, when things get
rough, we bind together. Thank you for sticking with us
through weather both fair and foul. And, we encourage
you to thank one another. If a fellow Escapee helped you
in some notable way, please allow us to publicly recognize their good deeds with a Peterson Spirit Award. Log
into escapees.com to find the nomination form.
As 2020 comes to a close, we look with hope and
excitement to a better year in 2021. Regardless of what
2021 has in store for us all, one thing remains a constant—we have each other. Friendship doesn’t count the
miles, it’s measured by the heart.
The adventure shall continue. And, we’ll see you
farther down the trail.

LOOKING FORWARD TO HANGING OUT IN 2021
By DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN #126793, Hangout Directors

Magazine

The coronavirus pandemic scuttled our
plans for many of the Hangouts we had
planned for this year, and as we write this
column in early September, sadly, we can’t
see the light at the end of the tunnel just
yet. But even though we don’t know exactly
when it will be safe to resume our regular
schedule of Hangouts, we know that the
time is coming, hopefully sooner than later,
so we are actively planning for 2021. Here’s
a preview of the Hangouts we have lined
up for the winter and spring, along with a
glimpse at some of the other events we’re
hoping to do later in the year.
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y the time you read this, our three Winter
Home Base Hangouts will be in full swing. We
developed these unique events—one each
in Congress, Arizona; Livingston, Texas; and
Chiefland, Florida—to provide places for our members
to ride out the winter months of November through
February with small groups of other Escapees in a safe
and responsible way. All three winter home bases run
through February 28, 2021, and a few sites may still be
available; visit escapees.com/event/winter-home-basehangouts for details.
At the Winter Blast Hangout, February 11–15, 2021,
in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, we’ll be treated to four
nights of incredible firework displays as part of the
Western Pyrotechnic Association’s 32nd Annual Winter
Blast. WPA members (fireworks manufacturers, show
producers and other enthusiasts) demonstrate their
latest and most creative pyrotechnics for each other
and the viewing public. This five-night Hangout includes
dry-camping at the rodeo grounds at SARA Park,
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viewing the fireworks shows from the rodeo grounds,
a barbecue dinner before the biggest of the shows
on Saturday night, plus a slot canyon hike and other
outdoor activities in the area. The WPA has advised us
that they will decide by Thanksgiving whether the 32nd
Annual Winter Blast will go forward, so watch for a
further announcement around that time on the Escapees Hangouts page at escapees.com/hangouts.
During the Cajun Country Hangout, February 15–22,
2021, in Duson, Louisiana, we’ll explore the Acadiana
region of the state, anchored in nearby Lafayette. Louisiana’s Cajun and Creole Country, an area sometimes
called the “Happiest City in America,” is well-known
for its culinary scene, Cajun and Zydeco music and
year-round outdoor recreation opportunities. Some of
the activities planned for this Hangout include a guided
airboat tour through the swamps of the Atchafalaya
Basin, a team-based scavenger hunt through Lafayette,
Mardi Gras parades, authentic gumbo and beignets
prepared right in the campground, nature hikes and
more. Laissez les bons temps rouler!
We’ll return to San Felipe, Mexico for the second
annual Baja Mexico Hangout, February 28—March
11, 2021. After caravanning together from El Centro,
California to our beachfront RV park on the Sea of
Cortez, we’ll spend 10 days together soaking up the sun,
enjoying water sports, sharing evening campfires on
the white-sand beach, enjoying the on-site restaurant
and bar, visiting the ecological park that’s home to the
largest cacti on earth, sampling locally brewed craft
beers and regional wines and cheeses, tasting tequila
and mezcal, listening and dancing to live music and
exploring the charming restaurants, bars, shops and
nightlife of San Felipe.
Next year will include our first West Coast event, the
Lodi Wine Country Hangout, April 26–May 3, 2021, in
Lodi, California. Recognized as the “2015 Wine Region
of the Year” by Wine Enthusiast magazine, the vineyards

“…members who have opted in
to the Hangouts announcements
e-mail list will be the first to know
when new events are scheduled
and tickets go on sale.”
of Lodi and California’s Central Valley are known
especially for their zinfandels. We’ll visit some of the
area’s wineries, with tastings, of course! We’ll also enjoy
sampling locally produced olive oils, explore the city of
Stockton with a scavenger hunt, attend a Lodi street
festival, kayak on the Mokelumne River, hike in a nearby
nature preserve and tour the factory where Jelly Belly
jellybeans are made.
Also in the works for next year are plans for a
Northern Utah Hangout in late spring, an Oregon
Coast Hangout in early summer, a Glacier Country
Hangout in northern Montana in late summer, a

Habitat for Humanity Build Hangout in Hobbs, New
Mexico in the fall, and a reprise of 2020’s Carlsbad
Cavern Restoration Hangout at a date to be determined. And those are just the events on the drawing
board right now, because we plan to add even more
across the country.
As always, members who have opted in to the Hangouts announcements e-mail list will be the first to know
when new events are scheduled and tickets go on sale.
So if you’re not already receiving emails from us, sign up
at escapees.com/hangouts.
We have a lot of “catching up” to do to make up for
all the time that our Escapees community didn’t get
to spend together this year, so when this pandemic is
finally behind us, we’ll be ready with a Hangout somewhere near you!
DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN have been full-time RVers
since 2016, exploring the country in their 40' fifth-wheel
trailer. They are Escapees lifetime members and joined the
club’s national staff as Hangouts directors in early 2019.
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A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS

By Travis Carr #8, Escapees President, and Melanie Carr #8, Escapees Vice President
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Moments of Reflection
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Over the past several months, our travels have slowed
significantly. Normally, we always have a trip planned or
an Escapees/Xscapers event to look forward to. When
the pandemic hit, we began working quickly with the
Escapees board and our event directors to make some hard
decisions. We had to do the unthinkable and hit the pause
button, canceling our in-person gatherings, which would
ultimately remain in effect for almost all of 2020. While
this was extremely difficult to do, given that Convergences
have become the heart of Xscapers, it did provide us the
opportunity to reflect on the chapters of our own personal
journey and reminded us of the incredible life in being a part
of Escapees and what the RVing lifestyle has brought us.

A

s we reflect on what RVing means to us, we
see that it is a journey of passion, unparalleled
family memories, community and a lot of
happiness, sprinkled with a few tough times,
that make for good stories around a campfire. When we
purchased our first motorhome and began RVing, we
never would have anticipated how influential it would
be to our family. Naturally, while the RV lifestyle was a
part of our lives beforehand, it was only a small slice of
what we would experience by owning our own RV and
traveling around the country. What started as a way to
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Gabriel Carr runs across a bridge at Dennis the
Menace Playground in Monterey, California.

travel from each Escapees park to the next, to install
a reservation system for the parks network, became
something so much more in a short amount of time.
There was an unforgettable moment of clarity on our
trip to Rainbow Plantation in Summerdale, Alabama.
Once the job was completed, we hopped over to a
campground that was in walking distance to the beach
of Gulf Shores for the week. We worked during the
day and spent the afternoons/evenings taking in the
beach and local area. There, we watched our oldest son
Gabriel, who was only one-and-a-half-years-old at the
time, playing in the sand and chasing seagulls. This was
when we realized all the possibilities the lifestyle could
open for us. There we were, yet again, experiencing a
new place and building new memories as a young family.
Why did it have to end when we finished our park tour
installing the reservation systems? The obvious answer
was, it didn’t. From there, we found ourselves planning
to be in the RV more and it ultimately led to us spending
six to eight months of each year on the road.
Another trip that stands out to us as a fundamental
chapter of our story is the winter we spent in our
Airstream, in California. We spent months bouncing
around from cities such as San Diego, Malibu, Anaheim,
and Monterey, the time we spent in Anaheim where

The Carr family enjoys a break
by a waterfall while hiking at
Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park.

Enjoying a campfire with beautiful views at
Lake Perris State Recreation Area.
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bring more insurance solutions to Escapees members.
Another family we had met online joined us at the
campground where we were staying, and we asked
that famous question we always refer to in the story of
Xscapers; “Have you heard of Escapees RV Club?” and
the answer was what we had heard many times before,
“Yes, but isn’t it just a club for retired full-time RVers?” It
made us even more excited for what was about to come,
because we knew we were finally working on the answer
we had dreamed about for so long. A few short months
later, in March 2015, we would take the stage at the
Tucson Escapade to announce the launch of Xscapers
and the rest is history.
So much has changed since all of those years ago, but
our passion for travel is stronger than ever. We’ve had
an abundance of memorable trips with our boys and
not a day goes by that we aren’t planning “what’s next”
in our heads. This year has been filled with unexpected
twists and turns, surrounded by a fair amount of
uncertainty, but we are determined to see the beauty
in what’s to come. As we turn the pages that lead to
the end of this year and the beginning of a new year, we
are certain of one thing: We will do everything in our
power to make it full of adventure for ourselves and all
of Escapees.
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we stayed next to Disneyland, enjoying the park, then
watching the fireworks from our campsite each night.
We took day trips to Redondo and Huntington beach,
exploring sites and areas that held special places in our
family’s hearts for various reasons, but it was our time in
Monterey that would come to mean the most to us.
Since winter was the off season for the campground
where we were staying, we had the place almost entirely
to ourselves with breathtaking mountain views right
out our “office” window. We explored the local area as
much as possible and quickly fell in love with the charm
of Cannery Row, the magic of walking along the coastal
trail and, we’d be remiss if we didn’t mention, the wealth
of delicious dining options. We spent our weekends in a
variety of ways, taking day-trips to hike in Big Sur and
sometimes simply staying at our campsite and enjoying
the astonishing scenery that surrounded us—it seemed
like the adventures were endless.
Our one-week stay turned into three and we spent
our time balancing work and play. It was a monumental
time for us because our creative juices were flowing
from all our adventures, and we were working on a
secret project, putting the final touches on Xscapers
and getting ready to bring it to life. We were also in the
beginning phases of a new exciting project that would

XSCAPERS EVENTS

THE WORST RV ACCIDENT
IN HISTORY
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

Currently, there isn’t much news in the world of Xscapers
Convergences, though we hope that will change in the near
future. For now, I thought I‘d share some memories of one
of my earliest RV road trips which, unfortunately, ended in
a heartbreaking loss. Though I’ve been a full-time RVer for
nearly seven years, like a lot of Xscapers, I started RVing at
a young age. My family had a 24-ft. Honey Bee motorhome
that we took out every summer. My parents wanted to
escape the Texas heat, so they whisked us away to the high
elevations of Colorado where we visited small towns and
looked for boondocking locations. Our 13-inch color TV,
Betamax VCR, 25-pound video recorder and my Nintendo
Entertainment System always came with us.
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n the days before seatbelts, or at least before they
were required, my sister and I preferred to ride over
the cab, watching the world fly by as we climbed
mountain passes. If Dad had hit the brakes, we would
have certainly ended up like one of those 1970s driver’s
ed films. The only reason we left our perch was to grab
drinks for our parents.
The first stop of each holiday was to get a fishing
license and, as soon as we saw that first mountain
stream, we had to pull over. We rarely caught anything,
but everyone was happy. I say rarely because one day
we hit the jackpot.
We were slowly creeping up the mountain pass,
slowed by a tanker truck. After a half-hour of muttering,
Dad saw the tanker exit into a small parking lot. When
we made it to the same exit, Dad slammed the brakes
of the old Honey Bee. On the side of that truck, in
giant green letters, was “USDA Live Fish Restocking
Program.” My dad had a smile that went from ear to
ear. He couldn’t believe his luck as we followed that
truck into the lot. Before my sister or I could figure out
what was going on, Dad had his Zebco in hand and was
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running towards the truck. The driver was accosted by
my father asking if there was anything stopping him
from fishing at the same spot they were restocking. “No
sir,” the driver replied, “and they are gonna be hungry.”
Those poor tiny mountain trout got to experience
the sweet taste of Colorado Rocky Mountain waters for
all of 17 seconds before my mom and dad were reeling
them in. After the first 10 or so, they realized it would
take another 50 of these fish, far past the legal limit, to
make a meal out of them.
The rest of the trip passed as usual and, eventually, it
was time to head back to the Texas heat. It was usually
on these long return trips that my sister and I tired of
the flat, never-ending Llano Estacado and remembered
that we brought the Nintendo. After begging and pleading, Dad allowed us to turn on the generator for an hour
or two. We climbed down from over the cab, settled into
swivel chairs and propped the 13-inch color TV onto
that sticky gel pad designed to keep it stationary. We
settled into a game of Super Mario Brothers.
My sister and I had taunted each other the entire trip
about who was the better Mario player. I was certain
it was me, as I had made it all the way to level 5.2. She
insisted it didn’t matter how far I went because she had

“Unfortunately, he failed
to notice the railroad
tracks crossing old
Highway 287 and hit them
going 55 mph.”

“As our Honey
Bee took flight
for the first time
in its life, so
did many of the
things inside it.”
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Meanwhile, Dad was still cruising through tiny
town after tiny town towards our Waxahachie home
in North Texas. He was focused like a heat-seeking
target, speeding along the highway, fast enough to get
us home, but not so fast as to get caught by a smalltown sheriff. Unfortunately, he failed to notice the
railroad tracks crossing old Highway 287 and hit them
going 55 mph.
As our Honey Bee took flight for the first time in its
life, so did many of the things inside it. Our TV went
airborne. The NES, only released six months earlier
and probably not tested for RV travel, quickly followed
behind, hovering a few inches above the table. When
the Honey Bee came crashing back to the hardpacked West Texas asphalt, so did everything else.
That NES landed hard enough to cause the cartridge
inside to compress and eject from its secure nest.
The TV screen flashed blue. Just like that, my hopes
of defeating my sister, and being crowned Greatest
Super Mario Player of all time, were gone. And that,
to an eight-year-old, was the Worst RV Accident in
American history.

ESCAPEES

a higher score. The competition started normal enough,
blowing into the old cartridge and clicking it into place.
My sister took the first game and fought the Koopas like
a pro, stopping only to drop down into the magic coin
worlds and rack up the points, sacrificing a big Mario,
while sneaking into tight places to grab coins and only
slowing down for a fire flower here and there. She made
a noble attempt but finally succumbed to bowser on
level 2.4.
I thought to myself, “I got this!” She only made it to
2.4, but her score was daunting. As Dad sped us through
one Panhandle town after another, I was in my own Mario
world, dashing Goombas with little effort. After a few
minutes, it was clear that I had this contest in the bag.
In the history of Super Mario, there had never been a
game played as perfectly as mine. The score was off the
charts, I secretly wondered what kind of sweet reward I
would get if I managed to obtain the highest Mario score
of all time. As I racked up coin after coin, I found hidden
warp zones I didn’t know existed. I was on the verge of
defeating the final boss. Finally, my princess and I were
in the same castle.

UPCOMING CONVERGENCES
These are weird times for RVers. The COVID-19 pandemic
has put a damper on traveling and all the socializing we
normally enjoy. While we need somewhere safe to land
during the winter months—preferably somewhere warm
where we can enjoy the outdoors—we also all miss seeing
others in our Xscapers family.

That’s why we’ll be making your winter dreams come true
with a new kind of event called Winter Home Base Convergences. As the name suggests, this program features three
“home base” locations for Escapees members in some of
the country’s most popular winter destinations: southern
California & Texas. Each location provides a place for you
to ride out the months of November through February in a
safe and responsible way with your Xscapers friends.

XSCAPERS CALIFORNIA WINTER HOME BASE
SAM’S FAMILY SPA HOT WATER RESORT

XSCAPERS TEXAS WINTER HOME BASE
GALVESTON ISLAND RV RESORT

NOV. 1, 2020–FEB. 28, 2021
DESERT HOT SPRINGS, CA

NOV. 1, 2020–FEB. 28, 2021
GALVESTON, TX

escapade

ROCK SPRINGS, WY

JULY 18‒23
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baja

convergence
Feb. 19‒Mar. 1

2021

Please visit www.escapees.com and www.xscapers.com for up-to-date information regarding
events. Due to concerns surrounding COVID-19, event schedules are rapidly changing, and
events may be canceled or postponed after this magazine issue is published.
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension number for specific directions to events.
• July/August deadline: May 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions should be sent to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

			888-757-7701
DATES
LOCATION
HOST CHAPTER
EXTENSION #
NOVEMBER 2020
01-December 31

AZ

Congress, Arizona Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

01-December 31

CA

Desert Hot Springs, Xscapers California Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

01-December 31

FL

Lakeland, Xscapers Florida Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

01-December 31

FL

Chiefland, Florida Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

01-December 31

TX

Galveston, Xscapers Texas Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

16-December 31

TX

Livingston, Texas Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

30-December 03

CA

Oroville, Feather Falls Casino KOA

24

8024

30-December 04

CA

Patterson, Kit Fox RV Park

38

8038

01-February 28

AZ

Congress, Arizona Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

01-February 28

CA

Desert Hot Springs, Xscapers California Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

01-February 28

FL

Lakeland, Xscapers Florida Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

01-February 28

FL

Chiefland, Florida Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

01-February 28

TX

Galveston, Xscapers Texas Winter Home Base

Xscapers

xscapers.com

01-February 28

TX

Livingston, Texas Winter Home Base Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

10-14

AZ

Quartzsite, Plomosa Road and Highway 95

34

8034

10-24

AZ

Quartzsite, Boomerville Rally

Boomer BoF

boomerbof@gmail.com

16-24

AZ

Quartzsite, MM 3 Plomosa Road

6/21

8006/8021

21-24

TX

Burnet, Big Chief RV Resort

11

8011

03-19

MX

Baja, 39th Annual Mexico Rally

08

8008

11-15

AZ

Lake Havasu City, Winter Blast Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

15-22

LA

Duson, Cajun Country Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

21-26

AZ

Congress, North Ranch RP, Creative Getaway

North Ranch RP

928-427-3657

28-March 11

BC

Mexico, San Felipe, Baja Mexico Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

08-11

GA

Hiawassee, Riverbend Campground

29

8029

16-18

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort, RVers Boot Camp

National

936-327-8873

19-25

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort, SKP ACRE rally

Steve Masterson

skpacre@gmail.com

22-29

TX

Sealy, Coushatte Recreation Ranch

11

8011

26-May 03

CA

Lodi, Wine Country Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

07-10

WI

DeForest, KOA Madison

49

8049

13-17

WA

Frances, Swiss Hall

34

8034

08-11

TX

Elmendorf, Braunig Lake RV Park

11

8011

11-15

OR

Rickerall, Polk County Fairground

34

8034

JANUARY 2021

FEBRUARY 2021

JULY 2021

FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS, SEE PAGE 72.
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JOIN OUR ONLINE EVENTS
Escapees RVers Boot
Camp will precede the
rally and be held
April 16–18, 2021.

SKP ACRE
Rally 2021
APRIL 19–25, 2021

Magazine

River Vista RV Resort,
Dillard, GA 706-746-2722
www.RVMountainVillage.com
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The SKP ACRE planning committee, steering
committee and rally team have selected River Vista
RV Resort, in Dillard, Georgia, as the rally location
for 2021. The goal of the steering committee is to
provide a quality rally at the lowest possible cost.
There will be some catered meals and, as always, a
potluck dinner. The Escapees SmartWeigh team will
be available to weigh your RV, and we have added
our Escapees RVers Boot Camp prior to SKP ACRE,
on April 16–18, 2021. Seminars will be provided on
topics that include, for example, tire pressure. Rally
Fee is $65 per person. River Vista RV Resort rates
range from $41–$56 per night minus a rally discount
of 15% to 25% based on the total number of RVs.
The discount will be calculated and added to reservations 20 days before the rally.
The SKP ACRE registration process is now open
online at skpacre.weebly.com. You can make your
campground reservations after May 1, 2020. We
are in the process of creating our new website, and,
although it is currently under construction, we invite
you to visit often as we will be posting updates for
this event.

Escapees Virtual Campfires bring the conversation around the fire into the
online world. Hosted live on Facebook by members of the Escapees team,
they cover a range of topics of interest to any RVer. Join the conversation
in real time with a running chat on Facebook!

Quarantine Live! will keep you on your toes and entertained. You can watch
your favorite bands and entertainment right from the comfort of your own
RV. Tune in and join the party with your friends online Saturday nights. We’ll
all be there to chat, dance and share the experience.

FOR INFORMATION ON ESCAPEES RVERS BOOT CAMP, VISIT

www.escapees.com/community-calendar/category/rvers-boot-camp/
SMARTWEIGH INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.escapees.com/education/smartweigh/

We invite you to join usApril 19–25, 2021.
Feel free to contact us at
skpacre@gmail.com.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Director of Communications and Webmaster
November/December 2020

Virtual Happy Hours keep the fun going for Escapees and Xscapers. We may
not be able to meet in person, but we can still be social online! Hosted by our
event directors, we’ll catch up and chat on Zoom before playing a game or
enjoying another activity. Join your friends on Friday night!

Chapter 8

39TH ANNUAL MEXICO RALLY

2021 BAJA - MAKING THE MEXICAN CONNECTION! • FEBRUARY 3–19, 2021

Plan to enjoy the 39th annual Mexico rally
with our chapter! The fun begins at Potrero County Park, Potrero, California, where
we will prepare for the Baja border crossing to explore the taste and traditions of
Tecate, Mexico. Our next adventure takes
us to Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey in
the heart of Mexico’s premier wine country. We will camp inside the zoo for four
days, spending time with the zookeepers,
learning about the animals, as well as visiting local restaurants and wineries.

POST RALLY ADD-ON TRIPS
• Guerrero Negro (Whale Watching)
• Playa Santispac
• San Felipe
• Possibly more!
ALL ESCAPEES ARE INVITED TO JOIN US.
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:

www.MexicanConnection08.com
November/December 2020
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DESTINATION LOCATIONS
• Potrero County Park, Potrero, CA
• Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey
• Valle de Guadalupe, Baja California,
• MX La Jolla Beach Camp
• Punta Banda, Baja California, MX

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration is now open on the Chapter 8 website:
www.MexicanConnection08.com. Pricing is $739 per
rig (two people), and $629 per rig (solo). Please visit our
website, and join us on Facebook for additional information and ongoing rally updates.

ESCAPEES

Next, we head to the beautiful Pacific Ocean south of
Ensenada, where the opportunity to be immersed in
local culture is based at La Jolla Beach Camp. There are
plenty of planned activities, but you also have ample
time to relax on the beach or take side trips on your
own, or explore “after rally add-ons” with your new close
friends!
Come, join us for one of the best, most meaningful
trips of a lifetime! Registration is open now. To learn
more, visit www.mexicanconnection08.com. Join us on
Facebook at Escapees Mexican Connection.
Kassandra Dennis #119665, Chapter 8 President

The locations of this rally were specifically chosen to
provide the best opportunity for a safe and gentle
introduction for new members to authentic Mexico,
as well as provide an abundance of opportunities to
meet and mingle with many kind, generous, loving and
authentic Mexican people. They also provide numerous
opportunities for the charity work that is a core component of Chapter 8. And, of course, you’ll also be learning
how to travel in Mexico with your RV!
After the rally has ended, there will be several “addon” trips available that will take you further into Baja
if you so desire. These trips are not part of the rally,
but it’s a wonderful way to further explore Baja and to
develop your travel skills in Mexico! We hope to see you
on the rally.
Phylana Ladd #154519, Wagonmaster, and
Shari Nova #149474, Assistant Wagonmaster

NEW

RVERS BOONDOCKING POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards
of our environment. Protecting and preserving our public lands should be our honor and must be our
pledge. Whether we choose a national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) site, or
other public lands, these practices always apply.
Remember, camping on public lands is a privilege, not a right. Abuse can create tighter regulations, raise
maintenance fees, and have an overall negative impact on public lands and our ability to use them in the
spirit in which they were intended. With the help and support of our advocates, the Escapees RV Club has
created a condensed list of “Best RVing Practices” to ensure that our public lands will remain beautiful
treasures that we can retreat to as we travel.

Public Lands Parking Etiquette

RVers Boondocking Policy
1. Respect the Rules of the Land. Observe posted signs, obtain permits when necessary, follow
usage limits, and camp only in designated areas and pre-established campsites, which vary
depending on agency and state regulations. Bear in mind, some of these lands fall under federal
laws, not state laws.
2. Treasure the Terrain. Camp on durable surfaces. Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain
by digging, moving large rocks, cutting plants, etc. Stick to predesignated paths without widening
them or creating new ones. Remember, there are native plants, organisms, and ecosystems that
interplay here and can be easily damaged.
3. Respect Your Neighbors. Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Orient
your RV so that your generator isn’t directed at them and respect quiet hours. Rules vary but are
generally between 10pm-8am. Maintain a tidy campsite. Keep noise to a minimum so everyone
has a peaceful experience. Drive at a campground speed and be aware of kids, wildlife, pets, and
your dust trails.

Proud Partner | LNT.org

4. Respect Nature and Wildlife. Keep pets under control and clean up after them, even in the
wild. Don’t entice, feed, or approach wildlife. Limit or eliminate use of pesticides. Check for burn
bans; be mindful of firewood rules and make sure your fire is fully extinguished. (Remember,
exhaust pipes on vehicles and generators can trigger fires.) Consider a propane fire pit that you
can carry with you and snub out easily.
5. Pack it In, Pack it Out. Keep your holding tanks closed! Secure fresh water from approved
sources and dispose of trash respectfully in public trash receptacles. Lower your impact with
bio-degradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you found it!
Take only memories, leave only footprints.
As RVers, we should be good stewards of the land to protect this privilege for future generations. Not
following these practices can have serious consequences and could be detrimental to all RVers. Public
lands can be closed to camping because of overcrowding, damage to the land, and guests overstaying the
time limits. Following the best practices will help ensure that we all remain good neighbors to each other
and the land. If you feel that someone is unaware of these practices, share these resources with them in a
positive way.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

For more information and resources on boondocking best practices, please visit www.escapees.com/rvers-boondocking-policy

You can not
leave me alone
unless you have a
Fridge Defend®

by ARP

Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of
reliability and safety for your
RV fridge by automatically
controlling boiler
temperature, thereby
helping to prevent fridge
failure and catastrophic fires!

Can you afford not to be fire safe?

A Small Investment Yielding www.arprv.com
Huge Returns—Your Safety! 406-494-1959
Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

Be Electrically
Independent

www.RVSolarElectric.com
480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.

“Honey. . . Let’s
give it a shot”

Know the height
before you go.

NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.
iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

GiraffeG4.com
1-877-543-1087

CHAPTER MAP

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter, join a chapter and pay chapter dues,
if applicable. Yes! It is that easy. As you travel, we invite you to get to know
Escapees in your area. Call us for details and let’s get together.

Let’s Get Together!
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR

Indicates that an Escapees Head
Out Program event has been planned
at this general location during 2021.
See page 28 for more information.
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JIMMY AND LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Directors
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If 2020 were a road, it would have been a long, winding dirt
road, much like those in the place we call home. There were
sudden potholes that left us breathless and wondering
what it might have shook loose. Unexpected turns that
could have taken us over the edge of a cliff if not navigated
carefully. Occasional trees down that might have brought
us to a complete standstill. But here we are at the end of
2020, and we have made it through.

A

s we look back at the road we’ve traveled
over the past year, we also recall the good
places that this journey has taken us. We’ve
learned what was important and who could
be counted on when the road was the roughest. The

lesson of being prepared for all that was thrown our
way was emphasized, and we’re thankful for our past
experience that allowed us to be ready for all those
bumps in the road.
Now 2021 is just ahead and we look out through
this windshield of life, and we’re not afraid to continue
down the road. It’s another adventure that we’ll make
together, one mile at a time. Both of us are happy to be
a part of a community as Escapees where we know there
are always others on this same highway that we can turn
to, and we’re here to do the same.
From both of us on our mountaintop, we wish each
and every one of you a wonderful holiday season and a
glorious New Year.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

1

Golden Gate

Carolyn Cleaves

831-277-6007

ggchapter1@gmail.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@escapeeschapter2.com

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Steve Allgire

206-949-0186

chapter5president@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley1505@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Kassandra Dennis

408-603-0600

kassandra@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Betty Bush

503-705-9872

bettybush01@yahoo.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

14

Lucky Rollers

George Leese

888-757-7701

bigbg62@yahoo.com

8014

16

Georgia Azaleas

Joe Maltese

706-594-9374

escapeeschapter16@gmail.com

8016

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Keith Ellison

250-746-7919

keithandsue@shaw.ca

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

619 884-9069

mformico@cs.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Yavapai

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Al Wejr

250-545-1359

alweege@gmail.com

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs

Karen Grady

503-260-5764

kgrady606@gmail.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Valerie Rasmusson

541-951-1972

valrasmussonrvclub37@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Sandy Thomason

209-984-5017

sandytom71@yahoo.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-7765

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@gmail.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

Gary Long

888-757-7701

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Dale Geary

602-799-5860

azdesertbum5@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-534-1537

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Bruce Hennington (acting) 888-757-7701

bhennington2@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

Vernon Bergi

219-608-1148

bergv52@gmail.com

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

53

Treasure St Travelers

Randee Follmer

406-698-4416

rj.cm@live.com

8053

54

Wild West Escapees Neal Haerich

785-735-4969

nhaerich@gmail.com

8054

57

Florida Sun Gators

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

Lynn Lunde

888-757-7701

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT A CHAPTER, VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/CHAPTERS.
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SKP DINE-OUTS
It’s time to eat!

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs. Please confirm the time and location of luncheons before making plans to attend.

ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Ruth E. Snashall: 408-206-2831,
ruthsnashall@icloud.com. Oct-April

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Norm and Ritchie Eriksen:
480-671-0610, twocanyondwellers@msn.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike:
602-325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org
Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. David Sears: 936-215-1035 Nov-April

ARKANSAS

Magazine
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Lakewood: Ladies’ breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303, for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Chadwick’s Pub and Sports Bar, 2300
Biddle Road. Valerie: 541-774-4394, valrasmussonrvclub37@
gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m., breakfast, Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec
Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

TENNESSEE

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

TEXAS

Conway: 3rd Mon, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 814 E. Oak St.
Don Tannehill: 501-410-8950 April-Oct

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., La Casita Mexican Restaurant. 215 S
Washington Ave. (Washington Ave is Business 59) We meet in the
back room. David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhorton2@aol.com

CALIFORNIA

UTAH

Modesto: 1st Wed, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Please call Sandy Thomason, 209-984-5017,
to RSVP and for the latest information.

WASHINGTON

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Tacoma: Canceled until further notice. Barb Johnson: 360-9080699, barbj1752@msn.com

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Perko’s Restaurant, 6215
Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights. www.goldnugget24.org

WISCONSIN

San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m., breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m., Mike Formico:
619 884-9069, mformico@cs.com

CANADA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631
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NEW MEXICO

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop,
202 Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m., Main Restaurant
Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382

COLORADO

Englewood: Postponed until further notice.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net

FLORIDA

Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April

MISSOURI

Springfield: Postponed until further notice.
Vernon Eide: 417-209-8650.

NEVADA

Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., Mountain Falls Grill, 5001
Clubhouse Dr. George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May
Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

November/December 2020

West Valley City: Canceled until further notice. Lawrence Pay:
801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com
Mount Vernon: Canceled until further notice. Bud/Lori: 206-9536433, budkauffman@me.com.

Portage: 1st Wed, 12 p.m., Dino’s Restaurant, 12900 New Pinery
Rd. Helen Hoege: 608-254-2055, khhoege@gmail.com. Oct-April
AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, 12 p.m.. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Smitty’s, In the Southgate
Mall, 117-50 Tenth Street. Linda Henton: lfhenton@gmail.com,
April-Oct. Except June and Sept
BC, Salmon Arm: 3rd Fri, 11:30 a.m., PJ’s Family Restaurant,
#202 360 Trans-Canada Hwy SW. (in the Centenoka Park Mall).
Please call Maisie Beattie 250-803-9969 to let her know you are
coming. mlynneb146@gmail.com
BC, Vernon: Last Tues, 12 p.m.. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net
ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov
ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28 Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com. May and Oct

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES:
NOVEMBER 13–15, 2020
Rainbows End, Livingston, Texas

APRIL 16–18, 2021

SKP ACRE, Dillard, Georgia

For more information, call

936-327-8873

or to register for an event, visit

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, rainbowplantation.escapeesrvparks.com

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, northranch.escapeesrvparks.com

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, sumteroaks.escapeesrvparks.com

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, turkeycreek.escapeesrvparks.com

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030, 575-544-4004,
Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, dreamcatcher.escapeesrvparks.com

$

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, raccoonvalley.escapeesrvparks.com

$

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, rainbowsend.escapeesrvparks.com
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SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA
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CALIFORNIA
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$

25

+ Elec
& tax

20

+ tax

$

23

Incl Elec

$

35

Incl Elec

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com

$

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S., Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

$

limited
$

FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
Discounted rates 5/1 – 10/31
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

$

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

21-26

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

20-23

+ Elec

20

$

Incl Elec

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

$

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

$

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.cohoskp.com

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

$199

Incl Elec

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

140161

+ Elec

495575

+ Elec

$

125

$

-

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

$

22

Incl Elec

$

20

+ Elec

$

27.75

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

365

$

Incl CTV

$

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”
Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and/or additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling: 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.

November/December 2020
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$

Incl CTV

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
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SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

$

$

$

-

330

$
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350

+Elec
& Tax

380
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325
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450
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$

125

Incl Elec

132
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$

110
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$

166.50

+ tax

$

$

Incl Elec

-

-
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0

-

93

0

-

68

0

-

130

24

Pet Friendly

Dog Run

Laundry

Clubhouse

Activity Center

Reservations

25

WiFi

99

Storage

-

Dry-camping

0

Pull-thru

ERPU Sites

107

Lease Lots

# of Sites

-

50 AMP

22

30 AMP

87

55+ Park
-

-

Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join in the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Deserts
and beaches are only one hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula, "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

EVENTS AND EXTRAS

N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive their one-week stay for $75; Make request at check-in. Call ahead for availability. No reservations.

N

GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'

Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is 25 miles
from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks are only a day-trip away! The winter months are mild
and the spring wildflowers are glorious. First-time visitors can enjoy
$50 off their first week’s stay! Visit our website or call for reservations.

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive three
days free when they pay for one week ($110, plus tax/elec). Explore
many activities from this central location. Activities update provided
at daily social hours. Visit the website or call for details.
-

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive their week at a 50% discount, plus elec./
tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers” for details.

N
-

283 n/a

N

N

N

-

N

254 n/a

-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy. Costco, five
chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to restaurants, churches;
other amenities. Award-winning wineries, fishing, forest trails and
wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70 miles. Stay six nights, get a
seventh night free!
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Explore Washington’s Olympic Peninsula from Seattle to Victoria,
B.C. Art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries, concerts, distilleries, festivals, fresh local foods, hiking, kayaking, live music, wineries/
wine routes, whale watching. Stay up to 6 months beginning October 1 (depart by May 31). Reserve now at Evergreen Coho SKP Park,
call 360-385-6538.

November/December 2020
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Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First-time Escapees visitors will receive 50% off one week stay, plus
electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in February.
Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San Antonio area
and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a two- to three-hour drive
from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.

ESCAPEES

n/a

N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
National Park? We’re your place to stay: large sites, reverse osmosis
water. First-timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for returning
visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships blossom.
See our website for our many activities and amenities. Then visit our
active park in quiet south-central Florida.

128

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut St., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.
AVA America’s Walking Club: AVA is a nationwide network of walking
clubs. Its members arrange walks to local points of interest. We host
walks throughout the year, and you’re welcome to join America’s
Walking Clubs’ events. The cost per person per walk is $3. Membership
in America’s Walking Club is not required but encouraged. Members
can earn pins and patches. To join BoF, send your name, SKP# and
address to Susan Alton: avabof@aol.com.
Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com.
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter and Facebook group provide opportunities to share the
RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several times a year.
Send your name and SKP# to: boomerBoF@gmail.com.

Magazine

Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and
Judy Wilson, editors. To join, contact Judy Wilson at wilsonjudwil2@
gmail.com.

ESCAPEES
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Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering
of Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile churchwithout-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another without
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson, at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail:
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity to provide life-sustaining assistance. For info,
visit: www.dovebof.org or contact Brian at president@doveBoF.org or
Don at membership@dovebof.org (210-268-3931). Yearly dues: $10.

November/December 2020

Escapees Elk: You must be a member of a BPO Elks Lodge to join. (The
BoF isn’t a Lodge.) Membership is free. For membership application
or to be directed to an Elks lodge, please email: elkbof@msn.com.
Information on get-togethers sent via email, or visit www.escapees.
com/escapees-elk-bof..
Escapees Traveling Yogi: All welcome, from dedicated yogis to
those curious about learning yoga. We practice yoga at Escapades,
Convergences and other meetups, share recommendations for yoga
teachers, studios, retreats and amazing places to practice. We support
each other in progressing our practices/healthy lifestyles while we
travel. We help those new to yoga. No dues. Join us on Facebook. Send
name, SKP# and interest to Theresé: tbjulo@yahoo.com Namaste.
Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join, you need a Facebook account. Search
for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request to be added.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on research techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a
rally/research trip hybrid) held annually. Info and advice are shared
by Yahoo! group. Contact Albert at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr., #4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: We provide a link enabling members to connect with other
SKP geocachers, share geocaching information, learn from others
and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby. The BoF hosts an
annual multi-day rally in Quartzsite, AZ, in late January, featuring
morning seminars and afternoon caching outings. Communication
is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues/fees. To join, contact Wendy: skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include address, names, SKP#, phone#
and geocaching handle.
Hitches and Stitches: No muss, no fuss (no dues), chat about in our
private Facebook group, BoF Stitches and Hitches. Projects include
working with fabrics by hand or machine, clothes, quilts, embroidery
or crafts. We love them all. Share your successes and ask for help for
the oops projects. Contact Karla at karla.k.mika@gmail.com.
Inward Bound: From all religions to no religion, this group explores
universal spiritual themes. This is a shared leadership gathering where
each is both teacher and student in the spirit of Namaste. Inward
Bound BoF is a spontaneous session at an Escapees event. One person
may simply announce a time and place for gathering. Each session is
unique. Structural considerations are available upon request to help
you get started. Contact Bobb Barnes, at barnesonwheels@gmail.com.
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find classes, rallies and special
events. Members contribute info on a city-by-city basis. Available
websites feature line-dance class locations and special events. No
dues or newsletters. To sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups”
or “Search” and enter “Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the
Group homepage, click “Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at
the top of the page. Contact Margo: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net.

Low-Carb Lifestyle: If you’re eating low-carb, join us! We’re here
to support and encourage each other online as well as during Convergences or our own meetups. Recipes and tips are welcome. We
meet online in our Facebook and RVillage groups. Feel free to request
membership in both. Send your name and SKP# to Julie: thewanderinggants@gmail.com, Lauren: desertlemon@gmail.com, Melissa:
melissakadorian@gmail.com, or treemama@gmail.com.
Military, Veterans and Gold Star Families: Provides opportunities
for fellowship, food and fun to those still serving, have served or the
families of service members in the United States and Canadian Armed
Forces. No dues, and anyone wishing to join may contact Richard
Strait 231-288-4222 EscapeesBOFMilitary&Veterans@gmail.com.
Nomadic Families: Brings RV families together to share info about
our lifestyle. Our mission is to promote exploration and freedom while
still maintaining a sense of community. It’s a place for traveling kids/
teens to make lasting connections with others where they are treated
as equals and encouraged to explore their surroundings, unhindered
by societal standards. Our goals are to have many events each year,
support Escapees/Xscaper family events and encourage our members
to form their own gatherings. Contact: bofnomadicfamilies@gmail.com.
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who
wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership is not dependent on
church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide. Disaster
rebuild projects may be one week or more. Parking (including water, elec,
dump) is furnished. A current projects list is on NOMADS Website and
visible only to its members, but with nationwide sites. To join visit www.
nomadsumc.org or contact Doris 318-613-6599 jakdori@gmail.com
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists
writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our new group
forum at RVillage.com. Sign up for free. Then click search or groups, and
enter “Penwheels” in the search field. Click “join group” to post. Send
your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@
earthlink.net) to add your name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact
Penwheels editor at margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please join
our Facebook group: Stay connected with animal-loving Escapees; get
notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade. Juliet Whitfield:
970-729-2946, dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com, www.facebook.com/
groups/EscapeesPetLovers

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit: www.skpphotographers.com. Brock Brinkerhoff/Janine Vance,
skpphotographers@gmail.com.

SOWERs (Servants on Wheels): A nondenominational ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of
approved ministries, we choose projects and months we work;
www.sowerministry.org.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and
at Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so
we can meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good times with great people! Contact Sean Miller, at
seansmiller1@gmail.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV: A group of like-minded people who like to ride
their UTV/ATV. If you have a UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while
discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the group for you.
Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No dues. Contact
Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@yahoo.com
NEW! Twist Your Throttle: Is an informal Escapees group who share
common interests in everything motorcycle. Our group is open to all
types of Escapees motorcycle riders, passengers, and bikes. Our goal
is to provide regular connections for motorcycle safety, repairs, rides,
and awareness through online presentations specifically for Escapees
who are on the move in an RV. There is no charge to join the group.
www.twistyourthrottle.com or www.facebook.com/twistyourthrottle.
Contact Lucinda Belden: lucinda@dwo.net.
Whole-Food, Plant-Based (WFPB): This WFPB BoF group is for
those interested in learning about and sharing information, Science
and recipes for the WFPB way of eating. This group focuses on science-based health reasons for eating a mostly plant-based diet. No
fees or dues. We’ll share information on a Facebook page, Whole-Food,
Plant-Based BOF SKP. Contact Ray Hatch: ray_h1941@yahoo.com
or Lodema Hatch: LO1942@hotmail.com to join.
Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North Ranch,
in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography
and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our
paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles related
to anything wood. To join, send name, address, SKP# and $5/year to
John Ely, 3213 W. Main, #279, Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter
sent 3x a year. woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent or
RV travel in countries around the world other than North America.
Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free monthly
e-newsletter. To join, send your name and SKP# to Kathy Howe, at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701,
plus extension— (DOVE x8083 and SOLOs x8080). BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator
Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year, member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Download member
form: skpsolos.org/about/. Print form, complete and send with check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N. Leslie St.
#556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@gmail.com.

ESCAPEES

Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail:
rwsp606@gmail.com. to get roster and yearly newsletter, by e-mail,
$5; mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer,
2121 E Keenan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives
committed to constructively addressing public policy at every level of
government. By establishing relationships with like-minded SKPs, we
facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our understanding
of issues, policies and candidates for public office. We seek ways to
strengthen our communities, nation and world by using our influence
to bring about positive change. A closed Facebook group is used to
connect. Free membership. To join, send SKP# to Larry Butler, at
techcfo@yahoo.com.

Marketplace

FIRST STATE BANK

“When you need to Escape, just bring us along!”
Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
Remote Deposit • Online Bill Pay
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
• ATM at Escapees Rainbows End •
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.bank
936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211

Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

SERVICE
STRENGTH
& STABILITY
SINCE 1902

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

FNBlivingston.com

Magazine

Professionally

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com
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www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

936-327-1234 | 800-324-9279

Guided RV
Vacations

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

SKP BADGES
& ENGRAVING
Badge designs
starting at just $5
• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins

Call for a FREE

RV Travel Guide

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas
November/December 2020

For special orders or custom engraving
jobs, call 936-327-8873 or visit the
Website for more information.

www.escapees.com/store

Advertisers Index

WELCOME THESE NEW
COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
AIRMEDCARE NETWORK CM# 964
940-327-7767
CC’S SILVER BOX OILS CM# 965
504-296-0005

Advertising Opportunities with Escapees RV Club
Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees
RV Club. Place your product/service before a large, dynamic and
well-established RV community with regular advertising.
Visit www.escapees.com/advertise, call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
commercialmembership@escapees.com for more information.

OUR NEWEST DISCOUNT PARKS

50%
DISCOUNT

Have you found an RV park that would be a
candidate for the Discount Parks program?

Provide the park name and address by e-mail to the advertising
department at advertising@escapees.com, or call 936-327-8873.
Remember to always contact a park prior to arrival to ensure availability.
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Escapees RVOU......................................................................................................................................58
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LAKE HERON RETREAT
171 BARNERS RD
LIVERPOOL, PA 17045
929-GO-HERON
WWW.LAKEHERON.COM
50% DISCOUNT

RV-related services that you can use!

ESCAPEES

TAKE IT EASY RV PARK
1 TRANSCON LN
WINSLOW, AZ 86047-9686
928-587-3222
WWW.ABCRULLC.COM
15% DISCOUNT
GATES AT MCNEESE RV COMMUNITY
2130 E MCNEESE ST
LAKE CHARLES, LA 70607-5026
337-244-8048
WWW.GATESATMCNEESE.COM
35% DISCOUNT
THE HOME PLACE
310 CORTEZ TRL
BUCHANAN DAM, TX 78609-2504
325-475-4443
WWW.THEHOMEPLACERV.COM
15% DISCOUNT
BRAZOS TRAIL RV PARK
219 RICE RD
RIESEL, TX 76682-2000
254-277-7275
WWW.BRAZOSTRAILRVPARK.COM
15% DISCOUNT

OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
FOR SALE

BRAKE BUDDY CLASSIC ll: Complete with instructions. Only used
on two short trips. Includes alert system, brake away, 15-amp charger
and more. In original box. Easy to install. New price $700, asking $500
plus shipping. Not traveling any more. Contact Eldor eisenee@aol.com
or 817-781-4238.

HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
CALL ME FOR LISTINGS or CALL ME TO LIST
Linda Stevens 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New custom homes, from $300K
with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage and additional F-HU
outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
two hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat.
Phase 3 coming soon! 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com.
Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.

Buildzi And Tenzi: TENZI is known as the “World’s Fastest Dice
Game” and encourages quick reactions, making it competitive and
stimulating. It is a play-anywhere game that is easy to learn. $14.95
and available at Amazon.com.
Draft Top: The ultimate tool for enjoying a drink your way! Conveniently cut the top off of aluminum cans in three easy steps: open the
tool, insert onto the can and twist! Use it for garnishing drinks and/or
to turn your can into a cup! $24.99. Visit drafttop.com.
DrySee: The first waterproof bandage with a liquid indicator. If the
seal of the bandage is broken and the wound site gets wet, the gauze
at the perimeter of the bandage or the center covering the wound site
will turn blue indicating it needs to be changed. drysee.com
HandiGuru: Keeps essential liquids like hand sanitizer, sunscreen
and bug repellent close at hand. Each kit ($11.95) includes a fully
recyclable, one-size-fits-all silicone wristband (20ml) and a BPA-free
squeeze bottle, complete with a BPA-free applicator tip for easy
refills. Stock up on protection for the entire family at HandiGuru.com.
LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are
amazing with less bacteria, no smell and convenience. Ideal for RVs
and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401. www.lunatecgear.com
LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and clean gear. For
more information visit www.lunatecgear.com

Magazine

MoonShade: a simple portable awning that makes getting outdoors easier and staying outdoors more comfortable. It is durable,
lightweight, packable, easy to set up, and it attaches to virtually
anything. The versatile MoonShade accommodates almost any outdoor lifestyle or adventure, from camping to ball games to picnics
and more. Heavy-duty suction cups or magnets make assembly a
breeze on almost any vehicle, and fixed mounting points allow for
secure, easy setup on trees, fences, door frames and porch railings.
www.moonfab.com
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Home For Sale-SKP Rainbow Plantation Rv Community: Near
Gulf Shores, AL @ 16351 E Indigo Loop, Summerdale, AL 36580.
Contact Tommy Stanton at Exit Realty Gulf Shores 251-213-1860. For
pics and info, visit www.exitrealtygulfshores.com MLS #291049
TX Sargent: Full-hookup RV lot for rent. Lot is 50'x100'. Fisherman?
Hunter? C’mon down.. Close to commercial boat ramp with access to
the gulf. Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.

RIGS FOR SALE

2008 Tiffin-Allegro Bay-35ft: Boondocking ready! 27,000 miles;
3 Slides, solar, retractable antenna, double R/F with ice maker.
$63,500; Tow car 2008 Ford Escape hybrid and hitch $4,500. Many
extras! Photos available. Contact Sharon at ssgolightly@gmail.com
or call 209-996-6605

PRODUCTS

FOR THE BEST IN RV SANITATION: Blue Streak Automatic Chemical Dispenser. www.bluestreakchem.com

November/December 2020

Sprayzee: Your zero chemical, zero smell hero! From feet (including
travel size!) to the bathroom, get rid of the stink! Shoe deodorizer,
from workout sneakers to work loafers, this breath of fresh air keeps
funky foot odor from taking over your gym bag and closet. $13.95.
Bathroom Deodorizer: Spray the bowl pre-potty session to trap
odors before they can rise up or spray the room for a whole space,
lemony-refresh. $11.95. www.sprayzee.com
The Duop: A single gadget that handles dusting, mopping, scrubbing
and glass-cleaning all in one, and is so versatile it can be comfortably
used to reach high spots via its lightweight, telescoping pole or getting up close and personal by popping the head off and holding the
Quickball handle in your hand. The varied microfiber pads rotate 360
degrees and are removable, washable and reusable. Duop can be used
both damp and dry. Washable up to 100 times. www.theduop.com
Worxs Hydroshot: 320 PSI is 5x more pressure than a traditional
garden hose with sprayer.mVersatile 5-in-1 pressure nozzle lets you
easily switch between sprayintensities, and watering setting. Draws
from any freshwater source. New bottle adapter lets you take the water
anywhere—much more portable than a traditional pressure washer.
Powerful yet lightweight—almost anyone can use it. www.worx.com

Final Journeys

FINAL JOURNEYS

Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to
the families and friends of deceased members.
We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member
before submitting a notice for publication.
Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351 or e-mail departmentseditor@escapees.com.
Bogan, Robert #153-August 1, 2020: (Joyce, 119 Judd St., Bristol,
CT 06010-4345) Robert and I are charter members, Robert died at
home, at the age of 85, after a short battle with cancer. Bob and I
were very active in Chapter 3 Northeast. We were hosts at many rallies
and get-togethers. We even served as reps on Chapter Row at some
Escapades. We toured all 50 states, enjoying visits with the many
Escapees friends we met through the club and were thankful to Joe
and Kay Peterson for starting it.
Murtagh, Scott #17284-September 2, 2020: (Debbie,
dmurtagh27@hotmail.com) My best friend and husband of 34 years,
has passed into the arms of Jesus. I miss him terribly. After about 18
years of full-time RVing, we stopped traveling due to his increasing
health issues, and in 2014 we settled in Washington state.

Rawls, Marjorie “Mary Dean #112536-June 21, 2020: (Janice
Pollack, 39 Kingston Pointe, Kingston, GA 30145) Mary departed
this earth on June 21 after contracting a blood cancer in November
2019. She was the love of my life, and we had 47 wonderful years
together. Mary was a CRNA and had worked in many states, including
working part- time after we bought our first motorhome and went fulltime RVing. After fully retiring from all work, we travled wherever we
wanted and were part of an all-women RV caravan that had plans to
tour Mexico. We were excited to find Escapees and made Livingston,
Texas, our homebase where we made wonderful friends. I sold the motorhome and am now home-based in Georgia by request of my sons.

VETERANS

DISCOUNT PROGRAM
ESCAPEES
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ARTICLE INDEX

REFERENCE COMPILATION OF MATERIAL THAT APPEARED IN ESCAPEES MAGAZINE IN 2020

Articles are listed in alphabetical order under the corresponding categories. Back issues and article copies are
available upon request by calling the club business office at 936-327-8873, or you can e-mail the office staff at
clubbusiness@escapees.com. Back issues of Escapees magazine may require a fee for shipping and handling.
ABBREVIATIONS:
JF—January/February, MA—March/April, MJ—May/June, JA—July/August, SO—September/October, ND—November/December

FEATURES
Book Reviews—Gauthier
Guide Books
Inspiration for Your Creative Mind and Spirit
Mystery and Traveling Through Canada
National Park Highlights and Survival Tech
Road Adventures and Star Gazing
Working and Simplifying Your Life

Issue/Page
MJ 24
JF 20
MA 16
JA
24
SO 36
ND 26

RV Legal—Adams
Issue/Page
Domicile Issues—For Full-Time RVers
ND 56
It Is Time to Vote
MA 42
It’s Census Time And Why You Should Care
SO 36
Jury Duty—When a Fulll-Time RVer Is Summoned JF 56
Reimbursement In the Age of a Pandemic
JA 60
Seatbelts; A Safety Precaution
SO 55
Finance/Working
Issue/Page
Craft Business—Agredano
JF 44
Full-Time RVer Insurance Policies—Richardson MA 50
Is Your Insurance Looking Out for You?—Ledoux MJ 60
RV Protection; When and
Where to Buy?—Ritchie-Roman
MJ 38
Tips for Finding Free Adventures—Lafleiche
JF 52
RV Lifestyle/Informational
Issue/Page
5 Hacks to Making Your RV Bed—Henley
SO 10
A is for Apple—Schmarder
SO 48
A New Kind of Happy Hour—Agredano
SO 40
Art Abandonment—Schmarder
JA 44
Bird Feeders on the Road—Huber
SO 11
Boomer Auction for CARE—Space
MJ 16
Champions in Our Midst—Schmarder
MA 58
Change—A Pathway to Growth—Haas
MJ 18
Evergreen Coho Responds to Pandemic—Walsh ND 23

Fast and the Full-timing, The—Agredano
Food and Freedom—Schmarder
Fresh Herbs;
Enhance Your RV Meals—Schmarder
Giving Gifts of Food—Schmarder
Growing a Garden—Henley
Heart of RVing, The
—Finding Inspiration—Jaquith
Living Together and Apart
on the Road—Agredano
Longing for Days Gone By— Leistikow
Maximizing Connections—Carr
Meditation; Cultivating Calm—Agredano
Must-Have Ideas for New RVers—Huber
Nine Small Items that
Can Enhance RV Life–Huber
Nomadic Unity; LGBTQ RVers—Agredano
Pay it Forward the Escapees Way—Finch
Perfect Combination, The—Strother
Protect the Privilege;
Saving Public Lands–Nemeth
Pursuing Passions While
Staying in Place— Motz/Harris
Settling Into Your RV Site—Henley
Southwest—A Winter’s Tale–Fagan
Take a Bite Out of History—Lasko
Winter RVing in Cold Climates—Henley
Technical/Safety
Carbon Monoxide; Toxic Danger—Nemeth
Escaping an RV Fire—McCoy
LP Gas; What Can Go Wrong—Unmack
Mirror Safety—Carson
Rearview Camera—Dale
Running Gear—Carson
RV Checklist—Marley

VISIT ESCAPEES MAGAZINE ONLINE AT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/MAGAZINE. ARTICLE COPIES ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
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Issue/Page
JA 40
MA 37
JA 48
JA 17
SO 52
JF 50
JA 18

TECHNICAL QUESTIONS:
A variety of technical questions and answers are
in “Mark, My Words,” by Mark Nemeth #45776,
Escapees technical advisor, in each issue of
Escapees magazine. Issue and page number:
JF 06 | MA 30 | MJ 30 | JA 30 | SO 32 | ND 06

Travel Destination
Colorado-Going for Gold—Fagan
Encampment Week—Space
National Heavy-Duty Truck Rally
Sonoita, Arizona—Amber
Traveling Caravan-Style—Baldwin
Visit Arizona—A Winter Paradise

Issue/Page
SO 44
SO 22
JF 19
ND 12
JA 52
MJ 20

JANUARY/FEBRUARY

JULY/AUGUST

Mark Fagan #99408
Bighorn Mountains, Wyoming

Robert Lytle #117667
Parrottsville, Tennessee

MARCH/APRIL

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Joyce Space #61818
Tafraoute, Morocco

Emily and Mark Fagan #99408
San Juan Skyway, Colorado

MAY/JUNE

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

Mark Fagan #99408
Sonoran Desert, Arizona

Timothy Fowler
Alberta, Canada

CLUB INFORMATION
RV Gadget Box
Issue/Page
Betty Crocker Pizza Maker—Nemeth
MJ 06
Clearsource—Water Filters—Nemeth
JF 14
Curt BetterWeigh Mobile Towing Scale—Nemeth ND 20
Overhead Collision Alert System—Nemeth
MA 14
Tire Minder—Nemeth
SO 26
Wolverine Tuff Smart Bottles—Nemeth
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Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.

Magazine

If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
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Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/benefits/rv-advocacy
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RV Protection for the Road Ahead
800.939.2806
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SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

Association Specials

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Member News (biweekly updates on events, benefits, and articles)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)
• Hangouts (meet up with other Escapees for fun, active experiences)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Roadside Assistance
Product discounts on tires, batteries, and more
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Service discounts
Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

ONLY

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com
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TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $49.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

