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Thoughts for the Road

When I was a little girl, I was terrified of
thunderstorms. My sister—always older
and wiser than I— teased me, thinking,
perhaps, that teasing would make me
realize how silly I sounded. It worked.
I stopped telling her how scared I was.
My parents scolded, “There is nothing to be afraid of. It’s
just thunder. Stop crying.” And I stopped crying—on the
outside. I was still scared, only now I was also afraid of
showing my fear, and the terror doubled.
It was years before logic conquered emotion. I forced
myself to stand outside and watch a lightning storm.
Fear gradually ebbed as I became caught up in the fascination of watching the sky for the next chain of lightning.
I can’t say I ever learned to love thunderstorms, but I am
no longer afraid of them.
Isn’t that true of many things? When we meet our
fears head on, we find they are only demons of our own
creation. All too often, instead of challenging our fears,
we take the easier way and find excuses to keep from
doing the things that, deep inside, we are afraid to do.
And, in doing so, we waste precious never-to-be-regained days of our lives and miss great experiences.
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN ESCAPEES MAGAZINE,
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 ESCAPEES.COM/ABOUTUS
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“…allow yourself to get
to know a diverse group
of people in the RVing
community…”
Fall is a welcome change from the
oppressive heat of a Texas summer. Even for the warm weather
loving people like me, that first
cool front brings excitement and
energy in knowing you can finally
do those outdoor activities without risking the threat of heat
stroke or dehydration.
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Fall not only brings the more tolerable cooler
weather, it also provides us with beauty
through the variety of color in the changing
of tree leaves. RVing leaf-peepers can direct
their course toward the trails of beautiful
scenic landscapes throughout the U.S. and
beyond. In this issue, you can read about
fall travel through the mountainous state of
Colorado. But, no matter where you may
be traveling, keep a lookout for nature’s
murals on the hillsides and in the valleys,
painted by nature in palettes of yellow,
orange, brown, red and gold.
In the current time we are living, there’s
irony in nature providing us with the beauty
of variety. It is also the variety in humanity that makes life more interesting and
beautiful. Imagine how boring it would be
if we were all exactly the same and had the
same interest. How could we possibly grow
and learn from each other? Those who can
embrace each other’s uniqueness are able to
expand their wisdom and to enhance their
empathy for fellow mankind.
Although it may still be difficult to gather
together around a campfire for a while
longer, when that time comes again, I hope
we are open to expanding our circle and
to allow ourselves to get to know a diverse
group of people in the RVing community with
whom we may share nothing more than the
love of RVing. Let’s be brave and safe as we
travel this fall.

ESCAPEES

2

September/October 2020

On the Cover
Emily and Mark Fagan #99408
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area in the fall on pages 44–47.
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PASSPORT

AMERICA

The “Original” & World’s Largest 50% Discount Camping Club

Name:

Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates & valuable info
online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with updates
on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy
to serve you!

Address:
Phone:

Email:

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4 Months
FREE

$109

Plus 6
Months FREE

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $24.00)

(You Save $45.00)

Weight and Safety

The RVer’s Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL 936-327-8873,
OR VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

BREAKAWAY SWITCH
By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor
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The breakaway switch is like having insurance; it’s better
to have it and not need it than to need it and not have it.
You will find the breakaway switch on travel trailers, fifthwheel trailers and on vehicles that are towed behind a
motorhome. The idea behind this safety device is that, if
the trailer or vehicle ever becomes disconnected from the
pulling vehicle, this switch will engage the brakes on the
trailer or vehicle and bring it to a safe stop. Without this
feature, the trailer or vehicle may travel further down the
road and cause an accident.
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here are three components that make up the breakaway switch: the
switch with a pin, a battery and a cable connected to the pin. The
switch will be attached to the front of the trailer/vehicle. The battery
will be on the trailer and, in the case of a vehicle, it will use the
vehicle battery. The cable is attached to a pin that is inserted into the switch
with the other end connected to the pulling unit. The switch is wired to the
battery, so when the pin is pulled the brakes are applied. The end of the
cable is attached to the pulling vehicle should not be attached to the safety
chains or the receiver hitch. If the hitch breaks or the safety chains fail, there
is a possibility that the breakaway switch will not activate, causing the towed
unit to disappear over the horizon.
ou can test the breakaway switch by connecting the towed vehicle
to the towed unit, disconnect the power cable between the units,
pull the pin from the breakaway switch, attempt to pull the unit with
the tow vehicle. The brakes should be applied to the towing unit. If
the brakes are not applied, then there may be a problem with the wiring
or the brakes may be out of adjustment. Be sure to replace the pin in the
breakaway switch. Leaving the pin out of the switch will cause the battery to
drain. The pin should always be in the breakaway switch. If it is removed, it
will activate the electric brakes which in turn will drain the battery. I carry an
extra pin and cable in case someone removes the pin from the switch.

Y
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The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights
for your RV, toad and tow vehicle,
and it will help you to trim the
pounds if needed.

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Other
times may be available. Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
SmartWeigh weighing
is available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/
smartweigh
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Premier Transfer Flow
Fuel Tank with ReliaSteel®

Only Premier Steel Fuel Tanks Will
Keep Up with a 6,500 lb. Truck.
Since 1983, Transfer Flow has been engineering excellence and crafting
premier fuel tank systems from the highest quality American materials.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made with ReliaSteel®, U.S. aluminized
steel, to withstand strong weather elements and heavy use.
Plastic aftermarket tanks are made using rotational molding, which
results in varied thickness and may require additional parts,
including expensive underbody plates for protection.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks ship complete with
everything needed for installation. Rest easy
knowing that your Transfer Flow fuel tank is
safe, legal, reliable, and backed by our 6-year,
unlimited mileage warranty to keep your
adventure going mile after mile.

®

REPLACEMENT TANKS REFUELING TANKS

(530) 809-3945 I TransferFlow.com

IN-BED TANKS

TOOL BOX COMBOS
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UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
NEW ORLEANS HOP
APRIL 25–30, 2021

New Orleans, Louisiana
Price Range: $745–$1,399

September/October 2020

MOAB OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
HOP (HEAD OUT PROGRAM)

MAINE LEAVES AND
LOBSTER HOP

BALLOON FIESTA HOP

MAY 27—JUNE 1, 2021

SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 1, 2021

Moab, Utah
Price Range: $655–$955

Bar Harbor, Maine
Price Range: $895–$1,295

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Option #1: October 02–07, 2020, $999–$1110
Option #2: October 07–10, 2020, $989–$1095
Option #3: October 02–10, 2020, $1245–$1355

OCTOBER 2–10, 2021

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

www.escapees.com/hops

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

New Orleans–The Big Easy
HOP (Head Out Program)

PHOTO COURTESY LOUISIANA
OFFICE OF TOURISM

APRIL 25–30, 2021

New Orleans, Louisiana, Price Range: $745–$1,399

Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RVers.

September/October 2020
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Called “The Big Easy,” New Orleans is one of the most fascinating cities
in the United States, a melting pot of music, food and culture. This city is
rich in history and is known for the French Quarter, Jackson Square and the
National WWII Museum, to name a few.
In the French Quarter, you can enjoy decadent beignets and Cajun coffee
or savor mixed drinks in the restaurants and bars that line Bourbon Street.
Enjoy the rocking chairs and cool breezes on the porches of the South’s
most beautiful historical plantations, once renowned for their rich crops of
sugar cane and cotton. Walk through the beautiful gardens located on the
plantation. After the tour, enjoy the local cuisine during lunch.
Do you enjoy watching animals in their natural habitat? Take an amazing
swamp boat excursion and learn all about the history of the Cajun bayous,
since the Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain are nesting grounds for
various species of birds, alligators and other animals that call the swamp
home. Upon returning to the dock, enjoy a famous Louisiana Country Boil
for lunch.
New Orleans has unique folklore, traditions and burial styles and, while
traveling through the city with a local docent, you will see historical aboveground caskets, known as crypts. Then you’ll get to stop in the French
Quarter for an authentic Cajun and Creole lunch.
And what would a trip to New Orleans be without learning the fascinating
history of the Mardi Gras floats and what all goes into building them!
Escapees offers our great New Orleans tours just for you! Come join us
for this incredible HOP!

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

5 Hacks to Making Your RV Bed
When it comes to the most disliked chores for RV
lifestyle, making the RV bed ranks right up there
with scrubbing the underside of an awning. It
can be a tedious, strenuous task and considered
an extreme sport with the amount of sweat and
calories released in the process.
However, the job of making a bed and ensuring
the sheets (especially the fitted one) are securely on the mattress can actually become a quick
afterthought to your daily routine. By applying
one or more of the following tidbits, you’ll zip
through making your RV bed in seconds. It’s all
about applying the age-old adage: Work smarter,
not harder.

Magazine

Change the Base
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In most RVs, the mattress sits atop a piece of
particleboard, which makes maneuvering the
PHOTO COURTESY OF BEDDYS.COM.
mattress next to impossible. Simply changing
the surface area of this base can make sliding
comfort and don’t require brute strength to maneuver.
the mattress an effortless movement.
Keep a waterproof sheet protector on the main mattress
This can be accomplished in many ways. According to
and remove to wash it only when necessary.
various RV forums, some folks have covered the platform
with flooring tiles, adhesive contact paper or stapled
Zip Up Your Sheets
on a vinyl tablecloth. The now-covered platform allows
Bedding companies, like Beddy’s and QuickZip, have
RVers to slide the mattress in order to reach end to end
designed convenient products that utilize a zipper to
while applying fitted sheets and subsequent layers.
take the circus performance out of bedmaking.
Beddy’s bedding arrangement involves placing a cover
Clip on Sheet Suspenders
set
(e.g., comforter, flat sheet and fitted sheet) onto the
A fitted sheet never seems to stay in place. It bunches
mattress.
After that, the user simply unzips the portion
up in areas and pops out in one or more of the corners
of
the
sheet(s)
that sit on top of the mattress to wash.
after a night’s sleep. With so many nifty gadgets on the
Then
that
portion
is zipped back on. Think of it as a
market, it shouldn’t be a surprise to know that there is a
comforter-style
fitted
sleeping bag—zip it up and your
clever invention for this annoyance.
bed
is
made.
Suspenders are not just for pants anymore. They are
QuickZip Sheet Company’s bedding arrangement
also for your fitted sheet. These elastic fasteners are
involves
placing a fitted sheet onto the mattress. The
given many labels: sheet clips, grippers, holder straps,
portion
of
the fitted sheet that lies flat on the mattress
garters and bed suspenders. The clips hold the four
top
can
be
zipped and unzipped for cleaning.
corners of your bottom sheet down by utilizing suspenders or straps that stretch diagonally across each corner
Choose Bigger Sheets with All-Around Elastic
and/or across the entire bottom of the mattress.
Another consideration is buying fitted sheets a size
bigger than your mattress. There are also fitted sheets
Plop on a Mattress Topper
that feature all-around elastic and deep pockets. Both
Instead of wrestling with your bed’s mattress, opt for a
fitted-sheet options help ensure your sheet will stay put.
mattress pad or topper to be able to change frequently.
Natalie Flores-Henley #125245
Memory foam and latex toppers are favorites for
September/October 2020
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BIRD FEEDERS
ON THE ROAD

For several years I’ve enjoyed maintaining
my bird feeders while in my stick-and-bricks
homes in Kansas and Colorado. When
we hit the road full-time in our RV,
I thought that feeders would be a
thing in the past. After all, I had
been buying a 50-pound bag of
bird seed and gallons of hummingbird nectar each week.
It simply did not occur to
me that I could still enjoy
this pastime on the road.

E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

September/October 2020

11

Magazine

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
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I had been using hummingbird feeders at the RV since
before we went full-time, but that was in Colorado,
where they are abundant all summer. A few months
ago, I was missing seeing my favorite birds that used to
come to my feeders, like cardinals, blue jays, finches and
goldfinches, hummingbirds and others. I thought about
it and decided to buy a single seed feeder, a small bag
of premium bird seed, a packet of nectar mix and gave it
a try. Was I surprised! So much so that I added another
couple types feeders to my collection, and bought two
new hummingbird feeders to replace some older ones.
Visitors have been so plentiful that I took videos of
my feeders while in Texas a couple of months ago and
posted some of the footage online.
So, if you like birds and are on the road, here’s what I
purchased to get started:
• A large top-filled seed feeder
• A 7-lb. bag of cardinal mix bird seed
• A smaller thistle feeder
• A 3-lb. bag of thistle seed
• A suet cage
• Several wrapped suet squares
• Two glass hummingbird feeders
• One plastic window-suction hummingbird feeder
• Several packets of nectar mix
• A set of small Carabiner spring-clips
All of this cost me less than $100, but you can find
more expensive or elaborate feeders.
I like when I can simply hang my feeders from tree
branches next to our 5th-wheel, but that’s not always
possible, so I have a few medium-sized shepherd hooks
I use as fence posts for our dog pen, and I hang feeders
on them on occasion, or I have strung rope from a picnic
table or somewhere on the trailer to a tree branch.
Sometimes there is nowhere to hang feeders, so I’ll set

one on a table. I have also been
known to hang them from my
awning arms, but this can foil a
quick response to abrupt wind
gusts.
I only buy the cardinal mix
of wild bird seed. It has a great
mixture of seeds that most
songbirds prefer. I learned
that if you opt for the cheap
stuff, the birds will avoid the feeder or simply
dump the cheap seed on the ground looking
for something better.
Thistle seed is primarily for
finches or goldfinches, but sparrows, siskins and other small birds will
feed on it, too. These birds will often skip the
larger feeder because of traffic or type of seed, so I like
to give them this option (and they love thistle). Flavored
suet is a cheap way to give all types of birds a sort of
dessert. I recently had a large downy woodpecker hang
upside-down on the suet cage just to enjoy the treat.
I know many people who make their own hummingbird nectar with one part sugar in three parts water
(no food coloring, please), but I like the red color of the
store-bought nectar, and I’m assured not to hurt the
hummingbirds with my concoction. I buy packets of
nectar mix that makes about 42 ounces that I mix and
pour from a used orange juice container. Make sure that
you get a window feeder that is lightweight. Otherwise,
you may have trouble with heavier feeders not staying
suctioned to the window.
If I am staying less than three days in place, I usually
don’t bother putting out feeders. For three to seven
days, I’ll only put out the large seed feeder (unless I spy
or hear a hummingbird nearby), and for more than one
week I put out the works. When I first arrive at my destination, I only put out a little bit of feed in a feeder until I
see birds visiting it. After it’s found, birds will continue to
return to the feeder as long as seed or nectar is available. Sometimes it takes an hour, and sometimes a few
days for the first bird to find it. Birds, like people, seem
to congregate where food is offered, so it doesn’t take
long after the first bird arrives to get a variety of visitors.
If birds don’t appear within two or three days, you
may not be in a great birding spot or the regulars may
be in migration. Even so, it isn’t a lot of work and the
pleasure one receives is worth the risk of no-shows. I
find it especially pleasing doing this around the country
as the varieties of each region differs greatly.
Start small and work your way up to birdman status, if
that suits you. There are no rules here.
Jack Huber #135651

SKP Stops

NACOGDOCHES—TEXAS

Exploring Texas’s Oldest Community
202 East Pilar Street, Nacogdoches, TX 75961, www.ci.nacogdoches.tx.us
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It was raining when I drove into Nacogdoches, Texas. My plan was to visit as many
historic sites as I could, and a little rain
wasn’t going to stop me.
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I started at the visitor information center.
As it turned out, the center is also a small
museum. I was able to learn about the state’s
oldest community from the exhibits, in addition to picking up brochures and a map.

L

egend has it, a Caddo chief living near the
Sabine River had twin sons. When the sons were
ready to become leaders of their own tribes,
the father sent one brother three days eastward
and the other brother three days westward. The twin
who settled three days toward the setting sun was
Nacogdoches. Natchitoches settled three days to
the east in what is now Louisiana. The two brothers
remained friendly, and the road between the two
communities was well traveled. This road became a
trade route and the eastern end of the El Camino Real
or Old San Antonio Road.
Around 1700, the Spanish began establishing
missions in and around Nacogdoches, but attempts
were abandoned because of a French threat. After
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the region was ceded to Spain in 1762, the Mexican
government ordered all settlers in East Texas to move
to San Antonio.
In 1779, Antonio Gil Y’Barbo led a group back to East
Texas and established a local government. He built a
stone house, known today as the Old Stone Fort, to
serve as the seat of local government. In 1812, the Old
Stone Fort served as the headquarters during the first
attempt to create a Texas republic. Battles were fought
with Mexican forces, but the group was defeated. Texas
was declared a province of Mexico.
In 1820, Mexico gave settlers from the U.S. permission to settle in Texas territory, which was already
occupied by Native Americans and descendants of the
first Mexican settlers. Twelve years later, a group of
Nacogdoches citizens, led by James W. Bullock, attacked
the town’s Mexican garrison and successfully drove the
Mexican troops out of East Texas. The encounter, known
as the Battle of Nacogdoches, cleared the way for the
Texas fight for independence. Texas became a republic
in 1836, when it won its independence from Mexico.

Exploring the Past

A friendly visitor center employee showed me where
the main historic attractions were, including houses, a
replica of the Old Stone Fort and a village made up of
historically significant buildings moved to the location.
Umbrella in hand, I walked the two blocks to the
Durst-Taylor Historic House & Gardens. At the back of

SKP Stops

The interior of the
Durst-Taylor Historic House
is interpreted to the 1840
to 1860 time period.

Stone Fort Museum is a replica of the Old Stone Fort.

trading post, church, jail and saloon. Inside the museum
are exhibits and informative plaques explaining East
Texas and Nacogdoches history.

Millard Crossing

When You Go

The historic attractions do not charge admission except
Millard’s Crossing, which charges a nominal fee. For
more information, visit: www.visitnacogdoches.org or call
888-564-7351.
Article and photos by Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor
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On the outskirts of town is a museum complex, Millard
Crossing, named for the railroad track that once crossed
through the Millard family property and now borders the
north side of the village.
The village was the dream of Lera Millard Thomas
(1900–1993). Thomas, a Nacogdoches native and
Texas preservationist, was the first woman from Texas
to serve in the U.S. Congress. In 1968 she returned
to Nacogdoches and embarked upon this remarkable
preservation project, stepping in to save some of the
area’s finest historic structures as well as creating a
place to house her extensive antique collection.
There are several houses, a church, school, land office
and millinery shop among the buildings. All are open
to tour and filled with antiques and period-appropriate
furnishings, tools and supplies.
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the property is a museum with a time-line of former
homeowners and the situations of their time in the city.
After reading the plaques, a young docent took me to a
replica of a smokehouse and blacksmith shop before we
entered the house.
She explained the house was built in the 1830s and is
the second oldest structure still standing on its original
site in Nacogdoches. The house is furbished in the 1840
to 1860 time period when the Blackburn family lived
there.
I walked back to the visitor center and drove to the
Sterne-Hoya House Museum and Library. It was immediately obvious the residents here had been affluent,
with its beautiful decor, fine furnishings and opulent
surroundings.
The docent explained Nicholas Adolphus Sterne, a
prominent leader in the fight for Texas Independence,
built the home in 1830. She pointed to a painting of
Samuel Houston and said he was a close friend to Sterne
and frequented the home. The house is the oldest
structure still standing on its original site in the city.
After her introduction, I checked out the dining room
and parlor to the upstairs rooms where the children’s
bedrooms were located. A reference and genealogy
library is also located in the house.
From here I drove to Stone Fort Museum located on
the Stephen F. Austin State University grounds. Built in
1936, it is a replica of Antonio Gil Y’Barbo’s stone house.
The Old Stone Fort was never a fort, but did serve as a
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MUSEUM CHRONICLES 1930’S EAST TEXAS OIL BOOM
Kilgore, Texas
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1301 S. Henderson Blvd., Kilgore, TX 75662, easttexasoilmuseum.kilgore.edu
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I am not at all sure what I will learn when I
decide to visit the East Texas Oil Museum
in Kilgore for the first time. Oil and Texas
go hand in hand, but what will this museum
teach me about the industry? What I find
is a 1930s time capsule, concerning the
era when oil was discovered near this city
located just south of Interstate 20. The
museum explains how the oil boom affected
East Texas more than it tells about the industry. As soon as I enter the display area,
I am surrounded by exhibits illustrating life
in this farming community that was transformed overnight when oil was discovered.
September/October 2020

“W

hat makes the museum special is the
unique look into the oil boom and how
events here affected the country and, ultimately, the world,” says museum director
Olivia Moore, who was on hand to show me around.
“The boom began with the first production run of the
Daisy Bradford No. 3, on October 3, 1930, coming in at
6,000 barrels of oil per day,” she says, as we pass a display of household items from the era. “This was followed
by the Lou Della Crim No. 1, in December, which came in
at 22,000 barrels of oil a day.”
It was the Great Depression, and men were desperate
for work. “Kilgore was a small town of around 500 before
the boom. During the boom era, Kilgore swelled to more
than 12,000 people,” she continues. “It is reported that
the city of Kilgore went from 800 to 8,000 in a 24-hour
time frame due to the people seeking work or riches.”
Next we enter Boomtown through an ornate wooden
door. This is a creative look back at how the discovery
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Boomtown guests can pick
up a Gusher Gazette at the
newspaper office.

“The museum is a great history lesson about how the discovery of oil
changed East Texas. It’s as much about the people as it is the oil.”
September/October 2020
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Boom movie. And the Gusher Gazette office illustrates
the newspaper business 90 years ago. A complementary
issue of Gusher Gazette fills a newspaper rack.
“The museum is a great history lesson about how the
discovery of oil changed East Texas,” says Moore. “It’s as
much about the people as it is the oil.”
Moore suggests before leaving Kilgore that I visit ‘The
World’s Richest Acre’ park in downtown. “Here, more
than 2.5 million barrels of oil were produced,” she says.
“Wooden derricks went up all over the city.
“We’re proud of our history and we’re proud of our
museum,” she adds. “It keeps our history alive.”
For information visit easttexasoilmuseum.kilgore.edu.
Article and photo by Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor
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of oil affected Kilgore. Boomtown’s centerpiece is a
life-size mud-rutted street where mules, pulling a family’s
possessions and vehicles, are trying to pass.
The East Texas Oil Field is slightly over 45 miles from
north to south, and five-and-a-half to 12 miles wide,
including five counties and several communities. These
towns and cities are represented in the businesses
surrounding the life-size traffic jam.
Henderson Post Office, Arp General Store, Wright City
Machine Shop, Overton Drug Store and Pistol Hill Gas
Station are some of the merchant names honoring the
communities.
There’s an elevator ride to the center of the earth with
Professor Rockbottom, who explains the geology behind
oil. A charming movie theater plays The East Texas Oil

A traffic jam on the main
street of Boomtown.
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FERRISBURGH—VERMONT

Rokeby Museum—National Historic Landmark
4334 Route 7, Ferrisburgh, VT 05456
802-877-902-634-3406, www.rokeby.org

ROKEBY MUSEUM—A National Historic Landmark
Ferrisburgh, Vermont
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4334 Route 7, Ferrisburgh, VT 05456, www.rokeby.org

ESCAPEES

16

The Rokeby Museum in Ferrisburgh, Vermont, is one of the best documented Underground Railroad museums in the country. Four generations of the Robinson family
lived there from 1792 to 1961 and saved
everything. Some of the Robinsons were
well-known artists, authors and farmers.
The last living relative who lived there left
the place as a museum with the stipulation
that “no auction will be held, and the house
will be kept intact and used as a museum.”
Much of the Underground Railroad was
clandestine, so there isn’t always documentation about the slaves and events in
other places. However, in drawers at the
Rokeby House they found 15,000 letters to
catalog, which gave them valuable information on life there for 169 years. Now it is a
museum of art, agriculture and abolition.

September/October 2020
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n 1792, Quaker Thomas Robinson traveled from
Newport, Rhode Island, and bought the house from
it’s first owners. An addition in 1814 more than
doubled the size. The Robinsons began calling their
home “Rokeby” after Sir Walter Scott’s best-selling novel
by that name.
Thomas Robinson’s son, Rowland, and his wife, Rachel,
were ardent abolitionists and harbored fugitives from
slavery. They also hosted Frederick Douglas when he
came to speak against slavery. Quakers were traditionally pacifists, but Thomas Robinson’s family felt they
needed to be activists in order to fight slavery, and they
left the Quaker religion. They would not wear cotton
clothing because slaves picked the cotton, and they
were careful to avoid any product that may have been
involved with slavery. When slaves made their way to
Rokeby they did not have to hide because Vermont was
a safe haven for slaves. Many stayed for months working
on the farm and sleeping in the upstairs quarters. Some
of their stories are featured in the museum.
Rowland’s and Rachel’s son, also named Rowland, was
a well-known artist. After losing his eyesight, Rowland
turned to writing numerous books on life in Danvis,
Vermont, a town he invented. Their daughter, Rachel,
was an even more talented artist and illustrator until she
died of the Spanish flu in 1919 at the age of 40. Their art
and books can be seen on the house tour.
At one time, Rokeby was a thriving Merino sheep
farm. Today you can visit the house and eight of the out
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Pie-and-ice-cream social fund-raiser.

• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on location and
the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Submissions of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Due to limited
space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: High-resolution photos are included on a space-available basis.
Include the name of the photographer and anyone in the photo.
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buildings which are full of agricultural artifacts. There are
hiking trails, old wells, stone walls and orchards. You are
welcome to bring your lunch to one of the picnic tables.
Rokeby Museum, the historic farm outbuildings and
walking trails are open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
from mid-May to late October. The 60-minute historic
home tour is available only by guided tours on Friday,
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00
p.m. and other days by appointment. You can download
a site map and interpretive trail map from the website or
pick one up at the reception desk.
Lectures, workshops and musical/outdoor events are
held throughout the summer. My favorite event was the
pie and ice cream social fund-raiser with musical groups
entertaining.
Rokeby Museum is located at 4334 Route 7,
Ferrisburgh, VT. GPS (44.22289 -73.237344) There is
ample parking for small RVs under 24 feet in length.
Check the website (rokeby.org) for the latest information
on tour times, events and admission prices.
Joyce Space #61818

Helpful Hints

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
• Include information on RV parking and accessibility.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.
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Viewfinder

RV GARDEN

Flamingo Park at North Ranch.
BY CATHY BENTON #64041

Levi and Natalie Henley garden while work-camping.
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PHOTO BY NATALIE FLORES-HENLEY #125245
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Alice Glick says she likes to cook with the plants and herbs that she grows.
BY ALICE GLICK #41492

SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer, even if
you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
ND20 (Due July 10) RVing Patriots Show us a photo of how you show your
patriotic pride or what you’ve seen while traveling.

MA21 (Due November 10) Scenic serenity

JF21 (Due September 10) Off-roading

JA21 (Due March 10) Roadside Market

MJ21 (Due January 10) historic landmarks

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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TV That Travels With You

Escapees Exclusive Offer

GET $50 OFF
A DISH OUTDOORS SATELLITE
ANTENNA BUNDLE*

USE CODE: ESCP
DISH Outdoors In 3 Easy Steps
1

2

3

Choose a DISH Outdoors
compatible satellite antenna.

Add a Wally® HD
receiver.

Call 1-877-740-5082
to activate.

Portable, automatic, HD satellite
antenna for your adventures.

Bundle a receiver with your antenna
to take advantage of more savings.

Pay As You Go from $42.99/mo*,
with no contracts or commitments.

Visit DISHForMyRV.com/Escapees or call 1-877-740-5082
*Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers
subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead
to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers. Offer ends 7/15/2020. Additional restrictions may apply.

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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PURSUING PASSIONS
WHILE STAYING IN PLACE
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For the eight years prior to becoming full-time RVers in
2019, we regularly provided a multimedia presentation
called “The Windtalker Experience” to residents of senior
centers, coffeehouses, wineries, state and national parks,
other intimate venues and personal house concerts. I play
Native American-style flute while also entertaining the
audience with stories and little-known facts about Native
American history and cultures, two things I am passionate
about. My wife, Georgia’s passion is taking landscape and
nature photos from our travels around the world. For the
Windtalker Experience, we project the photos on a large
screen behind me, serving as a breathtaking backdrop to
the soothing music.
Given that our personal mission and professional tagline
is to “Educate, Entertain and Inspire,” one of the major
concerns we had when hitting the road full time in
our RV, was where and how often we would be able to
present our unique show while traveling. I also wondered
if I would find time to record another CD. Little did we
know that these questions would be quickly answered;
a pandemic provided a unique opportunity and social
media provided a far-reaching platform for our show.
As soon as we arrived at Rainbow’s End in Livingston,
Texas, to establish our residency in July 2019, I
September/October 2020

discovered that there was a Native American-style flute
circle that met regularly right at the park. It was led by
a fellow Escapees member and Facebook friend, Carl
Perry, who I knew through an online flute group but had
never actually met. Our first meeting was nothing short
of serendipitous, and in the ensuing weeks we provided
three separate concerts at the park. The audiences were
entertained with beautiful music and Georgia’s awe-inspiring photos.
Beginning in March of 2020, our plan was to travel
the length of the Appalachian Trail, from Georgia to
Maine. The goal of the trip was to relive portions of our

Different Viewpoints

Flaming Gorge

2006 thru-hike and at the same time update a book
that Georgia’s mother, Anita Hartigan, wrote, entitled
“Exploring the Appalachian Trail by RV, Sort Of….” The
book is an anecdotal and information-packed account
In the July/August 2020 magazine, page 15, in an
of her parents’ RV adventure where they provided trail
article about Flaming Gorge, the author stated,
support to us the entire 2,175 miles of the trail.
“There, we were surprised to see Kokanee salmon
Unfortunately, our plans were completely derailed
spawning in the small stream. Kokanee is a type of
when COVID-19 struck. We decided to “stay in place”
land-locked sockeye salmon, native to the waters in
and ride out the pandemic at an RV park in Tennessee
the area.”
near Georgia’s parents’ home in western Kentucky.
Kokanee salmon are not native to the waters of
Unless we were out hiking or on photo shoots at local
Wyoming
or Utah. They are introduced and can be
parks and wildlife refuges, which thankfully stayed open,
found
throughout
the Green River and other streams.
physical distancing at the park kept us inside our rig
Stephen Glad #64796
most of the time. We are both introverts, so this was not
a real problem for us. However, we are also both type-A
personalities, so just sitting around was a bit frustrating.
The answer was to make the best of our
situation and use all the “forced free time”
SKP Stops
to our advantage.
Georgia began studying photography in
more depth than before, which took us out
to shoot night skies on several occasions.
Our RV also became a recording studio and
a concert venue. I began composing and
FLAMING GORGy Etrip
da
recording music for a new CD using a program
A spectacular
called Garage Band. As of this writing, the CD,
“Awakening,” is almost ready for release.
On March 31, we presented our first live
concert on Facebook. Using the TV in our living room to show Georgia’s photos, my audio
s to Rock Springs,
pade planning trip
equipment for sound, and Georgia’s camera
On one of our Esca an afternoon driving along the spectch
t
Wyoming, we spen e Scenic Loop. It’s a beautiful stre
ing Gorg
r via
rvoi
Flam
lar
Rese
e
tacu
Gorg
gear to connect everything to Facebook,
ws the Flaming
ing Gorge Dam and
of road that follo
tually crossing Flam
can be
Highway 530, even north again. Overall, the drive 160
y
ney
we have been presenting a live 30-minute
beginning the jour to four hours and is approximatel
e
ming, the southern
done in about thre
Wyo
in
ted
star
.
Utah
long. Though we
s
hern
mile
nort
“Windtalker Experience—On the Road” concert
took us into
portion of the loop
every Tuesday evening at 6:00 pm CST. It has
been fun and extremely rewarding, and some
weeks as many as 900 people view the concert
s
live or watch the recorded version that is publicStops Submission
Guidelines for SKP
ly available. To watch these concerts live, simply
ck
go to Georgia L. Harris on Facebook. They are
ling through Ro
“If you’re trave
g time
din
en
sp
r
ide
free public performances, so you do not need to
Springs, cons
ng Gorge.”
exploring Flami
be her Facebook friend to watch.
As are many other RVers, we are looking
forward to getting back on the road. But, in hind21
sight, being forced to stay in one location for an
I agree that the Flaming Gorge area of Wyoming and
extended period allowed me to complete a long-overdue
Utah is a beautiful place to visit. I lived in Evanston,
CD project that I probably would not have been able to
Wyoming, for 10 years and went through the area
do otherwise. It also allowed Georgia to further develop
many times. I find it an odd omission in the mention
her skill as a photographer. It also opened a whole new
of the Sheep Creek Geological Loop that nothing was
world of possibilities to share our music and photos with
said about the loss of an entire family to a flashflood
the world through social media.
in 1965. There is a monument to that sad event.
Is there something you are passionate about or have
Camping in that area was limited to day use for some
always wanted to do that you could pursue while your
time, but I guess that has since been changed if they
travel plans are on hold? Have you always wanted to
are open campgrounds. Beyond that, the article is
learn to paint, write a book, hone your cooking skills or
a nice reminder of an area generally off the beaten
research your family’s ancestry? Why not pursue that
path but well worth the effort to get there.
passion now? Turn crisis into something positive.
Joe Dobry #117606
Randy Motz and Georgia Harris #125187
Magazine

, Manila, UT 84046
95 North 100 West
com/flaming-gorge
435-784-3154, utah.
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Different Viewpoints
Death Valley’s 49ers

ENCAMPMENT WEEK

Magazine

Death Valley National Park in California holds the record
for hottest air temperature on earth, 134°F. In July 1913
it held record highs for five days in a row. It is the driest
place in the U.S. with an average rainfall of two inches per
year. Some years it gets no rain. One location is 282 feet
below sea level and therefore the lowest place in the U.S.
Wrangle-St. Elias National Park in Alaska is the largest
national park in the U.S., but Death Valley is the largest
national park in the lower 48. There are certain times of
the year that you may not want to go to Death Valley, but
the Boomers, Boondockers and SOLOs BoF groups have
discovered that Death Valley 49ers Encampment Week in
November is an ideal time to go.
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eath Valley 49ers is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization that tries to expand awareness
of Death Valley and preserve its history and
natural resources. It is primarily supported
by membership dues. They sponsor the annual
Encampment each year in November to celebrate the
1849ers’ pioneer spirit and the uniqueness of Death
Valley. In 1976, the organization initiated a scholarship
program for children of the indigenous people and
others who lived or worked in the area. The scholarship
offers $4,000 a year for four years.
In 1949, California celebrated its statehood centennial. The celebration took place in Death Valley, and they
planned on 5,000 people. However, they were afraid
people wouldn’t come, so they asked the Los Angeles
Times and the Auto Club of Southern California to
promote it. They promoted it so well that over 80,000
people headed that way. Roads were blocked for 10
miles back. Jimmy Stewart was to be the MC, but he
couldn’t get past the gridlock to get to the stage, so a
national park Jeep had to drive him across the desert.
September/October 2020

The two gas stations ran out of gas, so people were
stranded until tankers could bring in fuel. Restaurants
began giving away food to keep the people fed. The
centennial was so successful that a group calling
themselves the “49ers” got together to make it an
annual event.
Originally, Death Valley’s Furnace Creek was a large
borax mining area, but eventually the borax miners
found better mining elsewhere. Since the company had
invested in railroads and roads in Furnace Creek, they
decided to build a hotel to attract tourism. After the
California centennial, tourism increased at a rapid rate.
Activities during the Death Valley 49ers Encampment
include old-time and Western-style music, historic
character reenactments, history presentations, an
Invitational Western Art Show, craft show, golf tournament, wheelbarrow race, a pioneer costume contest, 4x4
tours, wagon train and horse parades. In 2019 some of
the historical presentations were the families who traveled in and through Death Valley in 1849, the history of
the current 49ers group, the history of tourism in Death
Valley, and the Death Valley Park superintendent’s talk
covering events which took place in 2019. In addition
to these talks and nightly entertainment from various
musical groups, there were demonstrations on pioneer
cooking, blacksmithing and camp life.
An annual event at 49ers Encampment is a journey into
Furnace Creek by a group of covered wagons. They take
10 days to arrive, following part of the original trail of
the 1849 California gold rush. One night when they were
camped about 15 miles from Furnace Creek, they invited
people to have dinner with them. About 10 wagons were
circled around a large campfire and each wagon cooked
one or two Dutch oven meals. Outside invitees brought
potluck dishes. Before eating, we visited the individual
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Hiking is a popular activity with Mosaic Canyon being
one of the most popular because of the mosaic rock colors. Some of the prettiest hikes involve rock scrambling
that isn’t for everyone. Check for maps and information
at the visitor center.
The 49ers event closed with inspirational music on
Sunday morning, and we reluctantly said farewell. To me,
Death Valley is geologically one of the more beautiful
and interesting places I’ve visited in the world.
If you go, be aware that the only monetary bargain
about Death Valley is the half-price for camping with our
Golden Age pass for $7 per night in the dry-camp area
of Sunset Campground at Furnace Creek. Diesel was
$5.68. A half gallon of milk was over $5.
We were able to get a 3G phone signal with Verizon,
but accessing Internet was almost impossible except in
the middle of the night.
There are hookup sites, but most Escapees drycamped at Sunset Campground in Furnace Creek, which
is basically RVs lined up row after row. There are two
dump stations.
The 2020 Encampment dates are November 7–15,
but the main events don’t start until mid-week. Most
events are free, but they encourage everyone to pay the
membership fee ($35 per person or $60 for a family) to
enjoy the week and help support their organization. You
will get your money’s worth with all that is offered.
If you want to join either the Boomers, Boondockers
or SOLOs at 49ers Encampment, join that BoF and
receive their mailing list for information. Or just show up
and look for RVs with Escapees decals on them.
To find out more information about 49ers
Encampment, visit www.deathvalley49ers.org.
Joyce Space #61818
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wagons and talked to the people about their setup and
experiences along the trail. After opening with a prayer,
we could start getting our food anywhere we wanted as
long as we traveled in a clockwise direction. There was
a variety of Dutch oven meals that ranged from buffalo
to peach cobbler. Once we were through eating, The Old
West Trio, who were to play at Furnace Creek for several
nights, sang and entertained us. It was a magical evening.
Another yearly event, which everyone looks forward
to, is a parade consisting of color guards, the covered
wagons and a 20-mule team pulling exact replicas of the
original borax wagons.
Many Escapees Boomers, Boondockers and SOLO
BoFs arrive early and stay after because there is so
much more to see and do in Death Valley. One popular
stop is Badwater Basin, the lowest point in Death Valley.
It got its name when a surveyor could not get his mules
to drink the water. He wrote on the map that the spring
had bad water and the name stuck. When the water
evaporates, it leaves salt which covers miles of land.
The drive to Artists’ Palette is a scenic one-way curvy
road loop. The actual “palette” isn’t a large area, but it
derives its name from the numerous colors in the rocks.
Zabriskie Point is one of the most beautiful spots in the
park with the many colors and rock formations. Dante’s
View which is 5,000 feet above Badwater, provided
expansive views up and down the entire valley. A small
big horn sheep greeted us in the parking lot hoping
to get a handout. The Old Harmony Borax Works has
information boards about mining borax, and some of
the equipment is still there. The mule teams pulled loads
weighing up to 36 tons, including a wagon with 1,200
gallons of drinking water. The rear wagon wheels were
seven feet high, and the entire unit with mules was over
100 feet long.

Different Viewpoints
Take a Bite
Out of History

There was a time when
everybody performed their
job in the workplace, in an
office building, hospital,
laboratory, school, you name
it. People went to their place
of work daily and typically
worked an eight-hour shift.
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n this day and age, it
seems most people work
from home or from their
RV. But, not too many
years ago, working from an RV was a novelty.
About two decades ago, after four-and-a-half years
learning the ropes of editing Escapees magazine in a
lovely corner office with a large window, overlooking the
RV park at Escapees headquarters in Livingston, Texas,
Cathie Carr, my supervisor and mentor, said ...“Janice, we
are a mobile community. Let’s find a way for you to edit
the magazine from the road as you and your husband,
Gabby, continue your travels. After all, we’re an RV club,
and it would be nice if you could stay in touch with the
RVers. You should get out of the office and be with the
people who read and contribute to our magazine. I have
no doubt you can do it from the road.”
Cathie’s confidence in me was astounding. She was
right and she was wrong. Editing from my RV was a
process that took trial and error, in learning how to use
state-of-the-art devices as they came on the scene, to
transfer information to the editorial department.
Somehow, Cathie made me feel as though working
from the road was my idea. So, I agreed, and I left the
protective womb of headquarters as she sent me on my
way with a desk-top computer, keyboard and printer.
By golly, it was surprising that the computer was able
to take the constant movement a motorhome experiences while traveling down the road. I remember packing
the huge computer screen in bubble-wrap and placing
it on the center of the bed surrounded by pillows just
before we’d start to drive.
In the beginning, most of this transferring of information was done by using snail mail and payphones.
I’d stay in one place waiting for a packet of my mail to
arrive. I’d spend hours selecting and editing material.
Then I’d find a payphone, lay my notes on my phone
tray and call the editorial department. We went over
details one page at a time. This was rather time-consuming, so I’d hang a sign on the phone booth that said,
“Temporarily out of order.”
The system was repeated several times during the two
months it took to prepare the magazine for the printer.
Somehow, the editorial team was always available. At
last, we’d have a final copy. Then we’d start over.
September/October 2020

Enter PocketMail, an early e-mail-only device about
twice as large as a smart phone, and half the size of a
tablet. To my recollection, this device would sync to my
special Pocketmail account. Although it worked with any
phone, I still needed to find a payphone to send and
receive messages. The advantage: I didn’t have to wait
for my mail packet to arrive at my campsite, and I could
work on more than one issue of the magazine at a time.
With PocketMail, once I composed my messages into
this little machine, again I would find a payphone, call an
800 number, punch in my code and then hold the device
next to the payphone’s receiver. After hearing bleeps
and squeaks, my messages were delivered. Then, I could
enter my pin and receive messages.
That is how we would edit the magazine: me, still from
the road, and the editorial team back in the office.
PocketMail eventually turned into a large cell phone
that could download messages directly onto my
computer, once the cell phone was plugged into it. This
eliminated the need for me to hunt for payphones. (They
were slowly disappearing anyway.) Life was good.
Life got even better. Finally, a satellite Internet system operated via a large dish antenna on top of the rig,
was installed. Now, I didn’t intend to show off, but that
blue dome was a symbol to other campers that I was
a serious techie, which was the farthest thing from the
truth. I knew only what I needed to know in relation to
the magazine, nothing more. If anyone asked questions
about how it worked, I’d generally fake my way through
their interest.
Nonetheless, every time we were in a new parking
spot, with the push of a button that big dish would raise
itself and wind around in jerks and stops, inch-by-inch,
until it found the airwaves. I still didn’t understand how it
worked, but it worked most of the time.
That dish had a temperamental personality, and
sometimes it would break down. Then I’d have to call for
repairs. Someone would come out, climb on top of the
rig, tweak some wires, and I’d be back in business. This
could take days, causing the team to play catch-up.
A few years later, cell phones were perfected and I
could transfer articles from my cell phone directly to my
computer. Therefore, editing became less time consuming. The blue-lighted dish was removed.
I still maintained my innocence in thinking every
article would be submitted perfectly spelled, beautifully
constructed, every “i” dotted and each “t” crossed. Of
course, the perfect contributor would provide something
new and different for our readers. Oh, and they would
also leave space for an ad. Was I ever dreaming!
Editors earn their keep by editing, cutting and rearranging text, working 40 and sometimes 60 hours a
week, whether it’s from the office or home.
And that is just a bite out of history about Escapees magazine.
I hope you enjoy reading the magazine, either online or by
holding a copy in your hand. I still am and always will.
And, don’t forget to thank your editorial team.
Janice Lasko #14104

Different Viewpoints

Longing for Days Gone By

I long for the days of endless highways with destinations somewhere over the horizon. The days when the
wheels beneath me carried me like a tumbleweed blown before the wind, toward those many “fences”
that would stop me for a while.
So many years, so many miles and so very
many memories. I have lived in several states,
toured many more and at least passed through
all the others, as well as five Canadian Provinces
added to the list. The wheels under me varied
from a truck towing a trailer to a motorhome
towing a small truck. And from the beginning,
with a motorcycle carried along.
My travels have taken me from Key West to
Fairbanks, Alaska; Brownsville, Texas, to Glacier
National Park in Montana; California to the
Atlantic and north to Nova Scotia.
Twenty-three years of drifting before the
wind. From east to west, north seeking the cool
pine-scented air of the high Rockies during the
hot summers. South to winter over in the warm
deserts of the Southwest or to Florida’s white
sandy beaches lined with palm trees swaying in
the sweet balmy tropical breezes coming off the
Gulf of Mexico.
Ahh, the pictures that flow through my mind.
And today, though happily settled in a comfortable house in Florida, I find that I long for those

days on the road. The good friends we made,
the good times we had. The great sights we saw.
It saddens me to know that those days are but
memories today.
Age brings with it creaking joints, achy
muscles and frequent visits to doctors. I always
knew that, at some point in time, we’d have to
find the right place and park for good. Life has
become easier settled down. And we do manage
to get out for shorter trips just to “get away.”
But, it’s not the same. Those days of the open
road, the endless destinations. Yes, I long for the
days gone by.
By Lew Leistikow #6177
Upon retiring from the Navy in 1986, My wife and I drove
our truck and 30-foot Argosy away from the retirement
ceremony to begin 23 years of full-time RVing. Fourteen
years later, I lost my wife of 45 years to cancer. Five years
later, I stole away the sweet little lady postmaster in
Lakewood, New Mexico, where I held a lot at The Ranch SKP
Co-Op. In 2010, we began our transition from the road and
settled in, in Florida.
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Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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RV Gadget Box

Tire Minder
DIGITAL TIRE GAUGE

Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

As a weighmaster for the Escapees
SmartWeigh program, I’ve had the
opportunity to handle and evaluate a
lot of tire pressure gauges over the last
10 years.

T

he program owns several calibrated air sources, and we test
RVers’ gauges at rallies and events.
More than half that we test are
inaccurate, and many are pure junk. Imagine
my joy in finding a really nice digital gauge
that is accurate and thoughtfully designed with
RVers in mind! The Tire Minder gauge has a
backlit digital display, is made entirely of metal
(not plastic), and it comes with a pair of AAA
batteries, a sturdy nylon storage case and two
interchangeable heads. Pick the air chuck head
that works best for you, and use the built-in LED
flashlight to help you find the tire valve stem. It will
measure pressures from 10 PSI to 150 PSI, and in
our tests, it was amazingly accurate across the
entire pressure range. It also comes with a fiveyear full-replacement warranty! I think I will retire
my cherished old analog trucker’s gauge in favor of
this new digital device. Maybe you should, too.
TIREMINDER® HIGH PRECISION RV GAUGE
Magazine

MODEL #:TMG-AAA-RV
MSRP: $49.99. Street price under $40 at many online retailers.
www.tireminder.com
Minder Division of Valterra Products, LLC.
3000 SE Waaler Street, Stuart, FL 34997
772-463-6522, info@MinderResearch.com
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SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.,
CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT GADGETBOX.ESCAPEES.COM.
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A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES:
NOVEMBER 13–15, 2020
Rainbows End, Livingston, Texas

ESCAPADE, MARCH 18–20, 2021

For more information, call

APRIL 16–18, 2021

or to register for an event, visit

Tucson, Arizona

SKP ACRE, Dillard, Georgia

936-327-8873

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

Day’s End

FREE AND LOW-COST PARKING FINDS
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383. Download the entire online directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.

Campsite with Car, Piñon Flats Campground
PHOTO COURTESY NPS, PHOTO BY PATRICK MYERS

The Day’s End Directory is a valuable tool
to help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow
Escapees RVing members. These parking
selections highlight seasonal boondocking
options for your RV travels.
ARKANSAS

Pencil Bluff: BD (NF). Table, fire ring. Approx. 11 mi W of town on US
270, TL (S) on CR 375/Buck Knob Rd (unsigned, gravel), go approx.1.8
mi to site on L (just before the site is a L turn onto a gravel rd marked
E37C: do not take, keep going a few feet further, then TL). Next to
access to Ouachita Trail. Lovely forested area, sloping site. N34.66647
W93.88607. Richard and Kathy Howe #74769
West Memphis: McDonald’s, paved level one-acre, lg-rig pkg lot.
I-40 x280, go approx.1/4 mi S to Petro Rd, TL (E), go approx. 200',
entrance on R. Or, I-55 x4, go approx.1/4 mi N to Petro Rd, TR (E), go
approx.200', entrance on R. 35.15311 -90.13582. Behind 24-hour
McDonald's, 3901 Petro Rd. Truck noise (across rd from Petro). Good
AT&T. Fair WiFi from McDonald’s. Michael Wright #129526

Bayfield: Durfield BD (BLM). Free. 14-day limit. May 1—Nov 30. approx.12.5 mi E of Durango, CO (approx. 6 mi W of Bayfield), go S from
US 160 at 37.22664 -107.69502, just E of MM 97 (just E of Len’s
Junkyard). BLM sign on gate. Go 0.2 mi, bear L at jct, go 0.3 mi, TR
and immed on R is back-in spot, a bit sloped. 37.22152 -107.69072.
Elev 7133'. Or, bear R at jct, go 0.3 mi, lg area on L, entry a bit rough,
room for several lg rigs. 0.2 mi further, on R, 37.21938 -107.6995,
two-ended spot, one lg rig. Others further on, explore in small vehicle.
Good AT&T and Verizon. Oil/gas wells in area. Janis Paquette #126292
Bayfield: Sauls Creek Rec Area (NF). BD sites. Fire rings. Free. 14-day
limit. May 1—Nov 30. WB, US 160 MM 104.9, TL on CR 526 (sign
for Sauls Creek), go 1/4 mi, TL on CR 527 (no sign until after turn),
follow below. EB, E end of town on US 160, TR (S) at the Conoco, go
0.1 mi, TL at Bayfield Gardens sign on CR 526A (unsigned), continue
straight onto CR 526 becomes good oiled gravel rd, go approx.1 mi,
TR on CR 527 (no sign until after turn), good oiled gravel, go approx.
2 mi, TR on CR 528 (becomes FR 755), a few widely scattered sites,
also on FR 755A, most fairly level. Watch tree overhangs. Nothing for
lg rigs on FR 755A1, B or C. Or, continue approx. two mi straight on
CR 527 (becomes FR 608), a few sites, also to L on FR 131, A and B.
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Chidester: BD, forested area. approx. 3.5 mi SW of town on SR 57,
TL (E) on SR 76, immed TL on track on L, pick your spot in open
woods. 33.66605 -93.05682. Some rd noise, some noise from
cutting wood.

Alamosa: Piñon Flats CG, Great Sand Dunes NP and Preserve. 88
BD sites in 2 loops. Tables, fire grates. W, D, rest rooms/flush toilets,
trash service. $20, S/A Pass 1/2, plus park entry fee $3/adult, S/A
Pass free. 14-day limit. Apr—Oct. Only online payments and reservations accepted, recreation.gov. 14 mi E of town on US 160 (5.6
mi W of Blanca), go N on SR 150 (good 65 mph hwy) to end of rd.
Good signs on US 160. Or, go N from US 160 in Alamosa, 13 mi on
SR 17, thru Mosca. Go E on CR 6N to SR 150, TL (N), go to end of
rd. N37 44 43.27 W105 30 16.67. approx.35 sites for RVs to 35',
only 4–8 for RVs to 40'. Some sites parallel to rd, not much room for
slides. All rds paved. Elev 8282'. Good Verizon and AT&T. nps.gov/grsa
Barb and Richard Wagner #68678

ESCAPEES

Arkansas City: Picnic area, Freddie Black Choctaw Island WMA (AR
Game & Fish). Tables, W. free. From CR 43/Desoto Levee Dr. on E
side of town, go 0.9 mi NE on CR 69, bear R on access rd, go 1/4 mi
to pkg lot. N33.62507 W91.17907. On edge of maint. yard. Pretty
spot close to bend in nearby creek.

COLORADO

Day’s End
Nothing for lg rigs on FR 608A or 131C. Good map of all rds at info
kiosk on way in (take a photo). Quiet and serene. Poor Verizon, AT&T
OK. Hiking/OHV trails. Pine forest, has oil/gas wells in area. A couple
of gas well pads are not gated & MVUM shows rd in OK for dispersed
camping on edge away from the equipment. Sara Degenhardt #128459
Ordway: Conoco sta, lg dirt pkg lot. Across st at jct SR 71 and SR 96.
Trucks use. Restaurant. Jack and Dottie Barry #65881

ILLINOIS

Effingham: Cracker Barrel, level paved pkg lot. O/N OK. Free. I-70/57
x160, go N on SR 32/33/Keller Rd, then E on Avenue of Mid-America.,
1101 Ave of Mid America. Marked RV pull-thru spots on side next
to hotels. Smaller vehicles are permitted to park anywhere. Noise
from nearby freeway. Nearby Walmart does not allow O/N pkg.
Fran Grodek #97924
Gilman: BP fuel sta/minimart, huge pkg lot. Free. I-57 x283, approx
.1/2-way between Champagne and Kankakee, exit to US 24, SW
quad. 40.7504 -88.01128. Lg enough to park far away from idling
trucks. Some potholes. Good cell coverage. Downtown Gilman is two
mi N on US 24, a few restaurants and bars. Charlie McLagan #129353

KANSAS

Ellsworth: RA, pkg separate from trucks. Tables, grills, flush toilets.
Free. One-night limit. I-70 MM 223, WB side only. (EB side has RA
w/o RV pkg loop.) Drive to end of either the truck or car pkg areas, TR
on wide paved one-way rd just before the exit rd back to I-70. Pkg on
grass may get a ticket. Park right at pavement edge (either side), can
put a bedroom slide out over the grass. Rd circles back to RA exit.
Pick the far side and be 350' from the hwy. Generally quiet. Usually
sparse, short trees. Cindi and Circ Toepel #141223
Hanover: Pony Express Historical Marker, med gravel, mostly level
pkg lot. Also loop on dirt/grass path to two covered tables. Free. No
prohibitive signs. NW corner of US 36 and SR 148. From SR 234 in
town, go 3.4 mi S on SR 148, TR into lot just before US 36. 39.84326
-96.86251. Larry and Betty Malcom #122042
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Medicine Lodge: Barber County State Fishing Lake, pkg areas. Tables,
pit toilets. 1.5 mi N from US 160 on US 281, TR at sign on R. More
area across dam. Boat ramp. Bruce Ratcliff #48001
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Melvern: Coeur d’Alene CG, Melvern Lake (COE). 60 mostly level
gravel sites w/ 20/30A E/W, tables, grills. Toilets, hot showers, D
w/ potable W. $20, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. I-35 x160, go 4 mi
N on SR 31 to town, TL (W) on W 309th St. (continuing on SR-31,
becomes Melvern Lake Pkwy), go approx.7 mi, TR on Coeur d’Alene
Pkwy. 38.501 -95.719. Or, From US 75, take Melvern exit, go W on
Melvern Lake Pkwy, follow above. Two pull-thru. 60' max RV. Some
shade. Quiet. Playground, pet-friendly, beach, trail, boat launch.
Pam and Steve Ritchie #48345

NEBRASKA

Beatrice: Bear Creek WMA. lg gravel pkg area. BD. Free. From jct. US
77 and US 136 in town go 1.3 mi N, go 1 mi E on Dorsey St, go 2.5 mi
N on S 1 Rd (S jct. is N 19th St.), go 2.4 mi E on E Hickory Rd., TR (S)
into WMA. 40.31749 -96.68072. 15+ RVs. tinyurl.com/yy3m99dc.
Beatrice: Gage County FG. 7 30/50A EW sites up front (40.26097
-96.77893), 20+ 30-A E sites in back (40.25918 -96.77834) on
grass with central W spigot. D on concrete area in front of entrance
to speedway grandstand. $20, call fair office at 402-223-3247 for
reservations. Fair third wk July, fees higher. From jct US 77 and US
136 in Beatrice, go approx. 2 mi W on US 136. Lg FG/Speedway
sign on L (S side). TL on Logan St. before sign, go approx.1/4 mi thru

gates. Sites mostly to R after first bldg. 1115 W Scott St. Speedway could be noisy Fri/Sat nights. gagecountyfair.com/camping.
Larry and Betty Malcom #122042
Columbus: Closed weigh sta. US 30, approx.7 mi E of town on N side
of the divided hwy. N41 26.331 W97 14.329. Cement area extended out so room for several rigs of any size. Hwy noise. Trucks use.
Al Lehmann #106247
Crawford: RA, level pkg area. Table, fresh W fill, vault toilet. O/N OK.
Free. US 20 where SR 71 goes S. Any size rig. Good Verizon. Travel
info open in season.
Trenton: Massacre Canyon Monument, pkg lot. Employee said O/N
OK. Free. No restrictive signs. US 34 MM 64.5. Visitor ctr/gift shop
has limited hrs. Jack and Dottie Barry #65881

OKLAHOMA

Guymon: Roadside table, pkg area. No signs. Approx. 8 mi E of town
on US 412, S side. Guy Gipson #84383
Hugo: Kiamichi Park CG (COE). 85 spacious modern E/W sites. D.
$18–$22 depending on season, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. 6 mi E
of town on US 70, TL (N) to CG. 34 1 0.3821N 95 24 39.7584W.
Grassy CG in woods, along Hugo Lake.
Lawton: Chandler Creek CG, Lake Ellsworth CP. 42 lg grass pull-thru
E/W sites. D at bath house. Preferred sites $20. Non-preferred $17
($13 age 65 and+ or disabled). Off-season Oct 1-Mar 1, $15, $12
($8). Cash/check only. Pay fee collector, or after hrs at Lake HQ, 23510
SR 58. 14-day limit in season. From I-44 x46 (approx. 8 mi NE of
Lawton), go approx. 4.2 mi N on US 62/281, TR (E) on US 277, go 1
mi, TL (N) on Bonnifield Rd, go 1 mi. Or, from I-44 x53 at Elgin, go
4 mi W on US 277, TR on Bonnifield Rd. City has other similar CGs
along Lakes Ellsworth, Lawtonka and Elmer Thomas. 580-529-2663.
lawtonok.gov. Larry Lau #104354

OREGON

Baker City: Truck Corral, pkg lot. O/N+. I-84 x304, S (L) side of Campbell St (across st from visitor ctr). Lg-rig pkg in rear behind paved car pkg.
Angela Klinger and Ralph Roderick #85788
Brookings: Fred Meyer, pkg lot. A few O/N spots around the edge of
the lot. Need to move before approx. 8:30 a.m., traffic starts getting
congested. US 101 in town at a four-light intersection, W side. 325 5th
St. Lg rigs OK. 541-469-1610. Rainer and Marie Von Minden #68253
La Grande: Hilgard Junction SP. 18 paved nonreservable BD sites,
table at each. W spigots various locations. Flush toilets. $10 May
1-Sep 30, $6 off-season. 14-day limit. OpenApr 19—Oct 15. Go 9
mi W from town to I-84 x252 (SR-244), go S shortly to CG. Traffic
noise not too bad. Most sites back up to Grande Ronde Riv. 30'
max, though a few sites are larger especially 16 and 17. Firewood
$8 when host avail. Horseshoe pit, fishing, swimming, rafting,
wildlife viewing. Blue Mountain Crossing Interpretive Park nearby,
you can see ruts of the historic Oregon Trail. tinyurl.com/lou9569
Randy and Dianne King #126427
Richland: Pkg areas (BLM). No facilities. Free. 14-day limit. Go
approx.10 mi W from town on SR 86, TR on paved, unsigned rd, go
0.5 mi to lg gravel pullout on R w/ lg piles of stone/gravel. 44.80316
-117.31097. Uneven but flat enough to level any size rig. Better pkg
across the rd, N of the corral, lg level hard-packed grassy area. Both
sites are lg enough for 3 or 4 lg rigs. No turnaround options beyond
the gravel pit. Quiet, next to Powder Riv. No Verizon. Good Solar.
Great view of Hole in the Wall Landslide. Mark and Sue Bryer #86611

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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AS SEEN IN ESCAPEES MAR/APR 2019 ISSUE

Don’t be fooled by the imitators. Do your research. Not all RV Roof solutions are the same.
Call today for a free estimate on the

Original Sprayed On Roof, FlexArmor.

2401 Worthington Suite 148
Denton, TX 76207
(817) 692-2696
Mark@DFWRVRoof.com

®

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

Refrigeration
While Traveling

Magazine

Q. I’ve never got a straight answer on this question when asking other
RVers. While traveling on a road trip, should I run my refrigerator on auto,
LP or straight electricity with my generator on?

ESCAPEES
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Allen
A. Your refrigerator can operate on either AC power or propane. If you
are travelling in a motorhome, and you have an inverter, the refrigerator
can be operated in “AC” mode and will get its AC power from the inverter.
The motorhome’s engine alternator will usually keep up with the demand,
so your house batteries will stay at full charge. This can also be done in
a trailer or 5th-wheel, but can be more problematic, as the charge line
coming to the trailer from the tow vehicle usually isn’t big enough to keep
up with the demands of the inverter. This can lead to your batteries being
run down on long travel days. If the trailer has a solar charging system,
that can help provide some of the power to run the fridge. If you don’t
have an inverter, you can run the generator to provide AC power, but that
can get a little pricey, as most RV generators will consume one half to one
gallon of fuel per hour.
Operating the refrigerator on propane while traveling is one of those
controversial issues that will always stimulate a lively discussion around
the campfire. Most RV refrigerators will operate quite effectively on
propane while you are rolling down the road. Most refrigerators will
not have problems with the flame blowing out, and the constant motion
keeps everything flowing smoothly in the cooling system; so, technically,
it is no problem to run them. The key issues are safety-related: There is
an open flame back there in the refrigerator compartment, so it is absolutely critical to shut the refrigerator off before you approach any kind
of fuel-dispensing facility. In fact, before you approach a fuel station or
propane fill station, all appliances that are capable of producing a flame
or a spark must be turned off. Also, the fact that the propane must be
turned on at the tank in order to operate the refrigerator may create a
hazard in case of an accident or even a tire failure. Many times, propane
lines are run through or across wheel wells, and a blowout can breach
the propane lines. If anything happens that creates a hole, crack or leak
in the propane supply piping in the RV, you have an instant fire/explosion
hazard just waiting for a spark. It really is safer to drive with the propane
supply turned off at the tank.
The other option, of course, is to travel with the refrigerator and the
propane system shut off. Most folks find that, for an average trip, the
refrigerator will maintain a low enough internal temperature to keep
your food fresh. It is also possible to freeze some Blue Ice packs the
night before and use them in the refrigerator compartment to help keep
everything cold while traveling. Try to open the fridge door as little as
possible, and it will hold the cool for hours

September/October 2020

AWNING
Q. I have a 2007 Fleetwood Bounder

with a Weather Pro electric awning,
and while at the beach for over
three-and-a-half months camp-hosting, our awning was out almost the
entire time. When we rolled it up to
leave, it worked fine; however, when
we got home and started to wash
the motorhome, the awning didn’t
come out smoothly. It was rolling off
the large spool, but the arms were
not coming out. I gave them a little
tug and the awning came out all the
way, but when I began to roll the dry
awning back in, it didn’t roll up tight
under the metal cover against the
side of the motorhome.
Bob
A. Is there any chance the awning
has slipped sideways in the awning
track on the side of the RV? If the
awning fabric wasn’t fastened in
place by a small screw through the
track, the fabric may have slipped,
and that misalignment can cause the
symptoms you describe.

AC and Electrical
Connections
Q. I have owned my class-C motorhome for about 14 years. During the
first 10 years, when I ran the rooftop
AC, it would pause from time to time
for a few seconds, like it was running
at half speed. For the most part, it
worked fine, so I wasn’t really too
concerned. Then one day a few years
ago, I was in the electrical control
box for some unknown reason, and
I happened to put a screwdriver on
the screw to the AC hot lead in the
circuit breaker. This screw was loose.
Since the day I tightened it, the AC
never paused again.
Ted
A. That is something that all RVers should
consider doing from time to time: tighten all
electrical connections in the breaker box. Those
boxes were designed for residential use, and
not for the high vibration environment in an RV.
Thanks for the tip and reminder!

Mark, My Words

Propane Leak
Q. We own a 2016 fifth-wheel and have in the last year
experienced a propane leak on two occasions while not
using the furnace. The gas detector and smell alerted
us to the leak. I could find no external leak with a spray
bottle of soapy water. While this is an intermittent issue,
I suspect some sort of controller problem where
the furnace calls for gas while not in use. At the
time, the only reason the bottles were open was
for the stove as we weren’t using the propane
for furnace or water heater. Also, the two
incidents weren’t at the beginning of a camping duration as the bottles were opened, but
at midpoint of our campsite stay. Does this
sound like a faulty controller issue? Since it’s
very rare, how would you troubleshoot this?
I’m sure the dealer would change something
and call it good, but not actually be able to
confirm the culprit.
Russell
A. That’s a very serious issue! Normally, if you have a
leak, it leaks all the time, so it’s easier to find. Yours is
intermittent and apparently a fairly large leak, since it

TOW
VEHICLE
Q. I have a 2018 freedom elite 26he. It is rated at 8,000

lbs towing. What small truck 4x4 or 2x4 can be flat-towed
or towed on a dolly with no problems? I have looked at
Chevrolet, Colorado, GMC Canyon
and the Nissan Frontier. I have
been told that some can be flattowed and some cannot.
2020-DINGHY-GUIDE_Cover final.indd 1/29/20 12:01 PM - 1 -

(Cyan)
(Magenta)
(Yellow)
(BlacK)

Ron

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must
not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy
issues. Due to the large volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge
receipt of your material. Material will be edited. Questions and
answers with the highest general interest may be repeated
in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark,
My Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 773519300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
September/October 2020
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disconnects are available through Superior Driveline,.
Their site is www.remcodsc.com, and their number is
855-447-3626.
In all cases, be sure to double-check with the vehicle
manufacturer for the final word on tow restrictions
before deciding on a particular model. Most models that
can be towed four-down will have specific instructions
in the owner’s manual that you must follow to prep the
vehicle for towing.
With a tow dolly, any front-wheel-drive vehicle can be
towed without modifications; four-wheel and all-wheel
may have issues. Many rear-wheel-drive vehicles can
be dollied if you put the rear wheels on the dolly and
bungee cord the steering wheel to keep it straight,.
However, that setup can be really hard on front suspension and steering components. I wouldn’t recommend it
as a long-term solution.

ESCAPEES

A. There is a comprehensive list
of vehicles that can be towed
four-down with a towbar (without
modifications). It’s available
at Motorhome magazine’s
website: www.motorhome.
com. Select “Dinghy” and then
“Downloadable Dinghy Guides.”
Many vehicles with automatic
transmissions can be towed this
way without modification, and most are supported by
at least one tow bar manufacturer for baseplates and
adapters. Also, vehicles that are not listed as towable
4-down can often be modified with either a transmission
lube pump or a driveshaft disconnect. Remco makes
lube pumps for most vehicles, and their website is at
www.remcoindustries.com/Towing/, or you can call
them at 800-228-2481 for more information. Driveshaft

sets the alarm off. While anything is possible, I doubt
that the furnace is the culprit, as the combustion chamber is a sealed unit that vents to the outside of the rig,
so if that gas valve was leaking, you probably wouldn’t
smell it inside. Same with the water heater. The fridge
may be a source, as it shares common air space with
the interior. Another possibility is the stove. Look
for a loose connection at the gas inlet and also at
the burner control valves under the range top.
Does your RV have slides, and is the kitchen or
fridge in a slide? If so, there has to be a flexible
gas line going to the slide. That’s another place
to look. If you can’t find the leak, take the rig
to an RV service facility and have the propane
system tested for leaks and proper regulator
pressure. They can use a sniffer to narrow down
the problem area if they can get it to leak.
Regardless, you need to get this problem
diagnosed immediately, and I strongly urge you
to not use the RV until it is fixed.
This kind of problem can kill you and/or burn down
your rig. If you must use the RV, keep the propane shut
off at the tanks and don’t use it until it’s fixed.

Escapees members and Care residents Jim Diehl and Anita Hickman #41291 wave as they walk up the ramp to their deck. PHOTO BY CINDY WILLIAMS.
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CARE

The November/December 2017 Escapees magazine
CARE page was entitled, “The Decision.” It focused on
issues Escapees members must consider when they’re
ready to slow down or stop traveling but want to continue living in their RV.
A year ago, my husband (Jim Diehl) and I wrestled
with those issues after I was diagnosed with low blood
sodium (hyponatremia), a condition which led to a week
in the hospital and two months in a rehab facility. At that
point, we knew it was time we moved to Escapees CARE.
Jim bought a one-year-old, 40-foot, Destination trailer
and had it delivered to an empty space at CARE, having
been on the waiting list for years.
When I was released from rehab, we requested one of
the new 37'x 85' sites CARE was preparing, and then we
hired a contractor to install a 60'x20' aluminum cover
over a large portion of the site. Miraculously, members
of our Sunday school class arrived with enough lumber
and plywood to build a deck with a 17-foot-long ramp
on one side and five steps on the other to bridge the
distance from the deck to the gravel bed below. Inside
the RV, Jim removed the sofa bed from the living area
and replaced it with a desk/computer station. He cut the
king-size bed platform down to a queen-size to accommodate our Sleep Number bed. He put shelves in the
RV cabinets, weather-proofed and put up shelves in the
storage shed and moved his handtools from our house
to the shed. (Recently, he used those tools to build a
movable computer desk for me.)
Now we are two of the 50-plus CARE residents whose
lives are simplified by the wonderful CARE staff members and the extra-special CARE volunteers.
September/October 2020

We enjoy three meals a day and three loads of laundry
washed, dried and folded weekly. Our rig is cleaned,
and bed linens are changed bi-weekly. In addition, CARE
volunteers drive us to doctor visits and other necessary
trips. And, when Covid-19 created complications and
Texas issued stay-at-home orders, our wonderful staff
and volunteers again rose to the challenge and personally delivered meals to all residents for more than two
months. Consequently, CARE residents have stayed
virus-free through July, with more recent orders once
again allowing dining at CARE while maintaining six-foot
social distances and wearing masks when not eating.
All this good care fits right in with my new take-it-easy
mentality and leads me to recall the old Alka-Seltzer
commercial sung in the mid-70s by a cheerful character
named Speedy. If I close my eyes, I can envision little
Speedy singing that still-familiar refrain, "Plop plop, fizz
fizz, oh what a relief it is!" Yes, living at CARE is indeed
a BIG relief, with the best part being that someone else
fixes all the meals and does all the laundry!
Anita Mandot Hickman #41291

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our
center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours per week for four
weeks, driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.
paypal.com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or
through a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees CARE. For
further details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com
155 Care Center Dr, Livingston, TX 77351 or visit
www.escapeescare.org |

The Dreamer's Journey is a roadmap to your possible future. When you take this Journey, you will be embracing a GPS into the RVing
lifestyle (consider our instructors your “RVing Alexa”). For over three decades, Workamper News has been guiding folks just like you to
experience RVing freedom and how to pay their way. You may think you could not ever afford to own an RV and travel. We’ll show you how
to earn money while you travel to reduce or pay all your travel costs. Two live webinars a week connecting you with
passionate industry experts, plus unlimited viewing of over 30 videos. Join in today. Just $29.95 for 90 days of access.

From the Bookshelf

ROAD ADVENTURES AND STARGAZING
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

There are many adventures on the road. If you have ever had an 18-wheeler pull
alongside you on the freeway and looked over to see an experienced, dedicated
long-haul truck driver and wondered what his/her life was like, or noticed a
single woman RVer pass you on her way, heading off to another adventure and
wondered where she was going, well, here are writers to share their lives with
you. Then, at night, while you’re looking up into the clear dark skies of the vast
country that we call home, you wonder what it would be like to travel to those
distant starry places. Well, wonder no more. Here are three books to share in
these adventures.
A TRUCKER’S TALE
WIT, WISDOM, AND TRUE STORIES
FROM 60 YEARS ON THE ROAD
ED MILLER • APOLLO PUBLISHERS 2020 • ISBN: 978-1948062381
HARDCOVER: $22.00 • KINDLE: $8.49

After 60 years on the road, Ed Miller shares the life
of the long-haul truck driver in this fascinating book.
That’s a lot of years because Ed started at the age
of 13 moving trucks around his father’s farm. Years
working for the Seabees during the Vietnam War added
to his experiences. Ed tells how the trucking industry
has changed over the years while always providing the
food, supplies and materials that this nation needs to
prosper and grow. Combined with tall tales and “fishing stories” that expand
on the telling, he chronicles a trucker’s life adventures. It is often said that
only truckers experience the true grandeur and landscape of America. An
enjoyable read, even if you are not familiar with the various kinds of equipment of which Ed speaks, you will come to appreciate these “knights of the
road” while learning a lot about trucking.
A WANDERFUL LIFE
YOUR GUIDE TO RV LIVING

Magazine

BARBARA WENTZELL JAQUITH #141426•DIABLOSABE PUBLISHING 2020
ISBN: 978-996152082 • PAPERBACK: $9.00 • KINDLE: $3.99
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Barbara Wentzell Jaquith spends a lot of time RVing,
being a host in the Army Corps of Engineers parks,
while observing and getting to know her fellow RVers.
Barbara is a thoughtful and inspirational observer
of life, whether it is simply sweeping sand out of
the dressing rooms alongside a park river or lake or
teaching children how to learn from each other while
sitting around the campfire. She offers a lot to think
about. At first, she supposed that RVers were on the
road by choice, but soon learned that some RVers are
there to keep their families fed and clothed. Some families travel together
being homeschooled, working as hosts in campgrounds while other family
members follow itinerant work around the country. It is a familiar story to
Escapees members as Escapees founders, Joe and Kay Peterson #1, were
RVers following work. Barbara’s book is a thoughtful view of the life on the
road. I laughed at her discussion of the onerous laundry duties on the road,
which are so familiar. Barbara offers an enjoyable and fascinating viewpoint.

September/October 2020

100 THINGS TO SEE IN THE NIGHT
SKY EXPANDED EDITION
YOUR ILLUSTRATED GUIDE
TO THE PLANETS, SATELLITES,
CONSTELLATIONS, AND MORE
DEAN REGAS • ADAMS MEDIA 2020
ISBN: 978-1507213810
HARDCOVER: $21.99 • KINDLE: $10.99

As you gaze into the night skies,
watching for shooting stars or
maybe the occasional passage
of a satellite, do you speculate
on what might be happening
on the International Space
Station? And even further out
are the multitude of planets,
galaxies and stars. This book
is a compendium of history,
facts, myths and guides to the
skies. Descriptions and maps
about the various constellations
make this a treasured book for
any amateur stargazer. This
would have been a treasured
book for me over 60 years ago
when I lay on the high-sided
bed of my father’s farm truck
staring up into the cold, dark
winter sky with my hand-drawn
star maps and marveled at the
vast universe. This is a book to
consult when night skies beckon
and is certainly a cherished gift
for a child of any age who loves
the universe and space.

Loving. Living.

Season 2 Now Streaming on

Anthony

Peter

John

Tom

Cait

Coming This Fall To
&
www.TheRVers.TV

@TheRVersTV

Escapade

JOIN ESCAPEES’

LARGEST GATHERING
IN MARCH 2021!

Plans are underway for the 60th Escapade, March 21–26, 2021
when we’ll return to the sunny Southwest city of Tucson, Arizona.
We hope to see you there! DUANE AND JEAN MATHES #115955, Escapade Directors
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

www.escapees.com/escapade or call 936-327-8873
September/October 2020

Shopping for Insurance
is not like comparing apples to apples…

All apples are different

Mu
Carrltiple
iers

INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

The right Insurance begins

with your agent

Home • Autos
Motorhomes
Travel Trailers
Renters Insurance
Condominiums
Manuf. Hm

Personal Umbrella
Park Models
Mobile Homes
Rental Homes
In-home business
Boats

Snowmobiles
Motorcycles
ATVs
Medium Duty Trucks
5th Wheels
Personal Watercraft

www.gomillerInsurance.com
SW Willow Lane
1-800-622-6347 5805
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

WE BUY

RVs!

It's time to CASH IN
on your RV. We are
the solution.

Call us today. We are
ready to BUY your RV!

(800) 349-5542
Or visit us
on the web at:

www.BuyMyRVUSA.com

Central Florida

V ET ER A N S

RV Center

DISCOUNT PROGRAM

Central Florida RV

is a leading buyer of
pre-owned RVs.
We are always looking to buy.
We purchase all classes of
RVs, paid for or not. We buy
nationally, have expert appraisers and work with a reliable network of dealers.

SAVE

5

% JOIN!
When You

www.escapees.com/about-escapees/join/military-discounts

We are striving to be your
#1 RV specialist!

(800) 902-9022
www.cflrv.com

A New Kind of

HAPPY
HOUR
By RENE AGREDANO #103274

Sobriety found us at the worst
possible time. Halfway through
our first “Dry January” challenge
of 30 days without alcohol, we
stumbled into another epic
Xscapers Bash. That night’s
free-flowing margarita throwdown and wild party vibe was unlike anything Quartzsite had ever
seen. The dance music blared
while imaginary devils urged us to
ignore our short-term sobriety
commitment. We didn’t and,
instead, cheered empty-handed
from the sidelines, tiptoeing
through an alternative universe
that people in recovery navigate
every day, one day at a time.

W

hether you’re still working or
retired, if you’re living this fun
RV lifestyle, it’s always happy
hour somewhere. Toasting to
wanderlust on any old day is easy, and for
my husband, Jim, and me, full-time RVing
and alcohol always went together like gin
and tonic. But last year, we started running
marathons and reduced our alcohol consumption through events like “Dry January,”
where millions of people around the world
commit to a month without alcohol. During
our most recent 30-day dry spell before
a race, I happened to glance at the Birds
of a Feather (BoF) group descriptions in
Escapees magazine. One group with an
intriguing name caught my eye: Friends of
Bill W. Then I wondered, “Who’s Bill? And
why do these people like him so much?” It
didn’t take long for me to find the answers.
Named “One of the Most Important People
of the Century” by Time magazine, William
Griffith Wilson, aka Bill W., was the co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Finding Friends Around the Country

In the Escapees community, the Friends of
Bill W. BoF members are solos and couples
40
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of all ages who belong to the AA fellowship
of support. They are RVers building connections through AA, the BoF’s Facebook page
and occasionally meeting up in real life.
They are ordinary people with extraordinary
stories of redemption from a legal substance
that directly kills over 62,000 men and
26,000 women every year, making it the
third leading preventable cause of death
in the United States. As the largest alcohol
dependency support program of its kind in
the world, AA isn’t the only path to sobriety,
but it’s extremely effective at facilitating a
booze-free lifestyle for anyone willing to try.
Friends of Bill groups exist outside of the
official organization as another way to let
program participants know they’ve found
their tribe. When they connect, conversation
flows with inspirational AA mantras to help
participants stay sober, such as:
Easy does it.
Live and let live.
First things first.
One day at a time.
Keep it simple.
One is too many; a thousand is not enough.
AA participants often discover they are
among friends just by observing what others
say, wear or drive. It happens a lot in the
RVing community. Someone might toss
“Keep it simple” into a conversation. Another
might wear a bracelet with “One day at a
time” inscribed on it. Or an RV might pull
into a campground with “Easy does it” on
the license plate holder. “It’s just like when
you meet another RVer you have that instant
connection because you talk the talk. It’s
the same with program people,” explains
Beth, a solo RVer since 2016. “You have this
commonality that a lot of other people can’t
understand, like how you got through an
addiction, and it just connects you.”
She revels in the nomadic lifestyle while
keeping her sobriety commitment strong,
thanks to a national network of AA meetings
held every day of the week, at all hours of
the day. During her RV travels, Beth has
serendipitously bumped into others who
were also in recovery, whether boondocking
at Quartzsite or hooked up in a park. Finding
the Friends of Bill W. BoF was a bonus and
another way to maintain ties to people who
understand the ups and downs of the RV
lifestyle. She said, “I need this, It’s another
way to connect with people on the road.”
In this laid-back lifestyle where “WineThirty” can happen from morning to
midnight, AA meetings are an important link

“In this laid-back lifestyle where
“Wine-Thirty” can happen from
morning to midnight, AA meetings
are an important link that reinforces
a person’s sobriety commitment.”
that reinforces a person’s sobriety commitment. Friends of Bill member, Jamie, has
34 years of sobriety under his belt, but he
and his wife still make meeting attendance a
priority when they’re taking their toy hauler
and Harley Davidson motorcycles around
the country. Even during the wild Sturgis,
South Dakota, biker rally, Jamie and his wife
find support when they need it, like at the
clubhouse meeting room on Main Street that
offers support to partygoers who want it.
“I continue to go to meetings weekly and
have been to meetings in many different
states, from Ohio to South Dakota to
Florida,” Jamie explains. “Our favorite
place to camp is Ocracoke Island, in North
Carolina, where we found the ‘Kitchen Table
Group’ that meets in the firehouse and puts
on a jamboree in early November, attracting
up to 500 sober people to the island.”
The pandemic put a temporary halt to
in-person AA meetings, but Internet workarounds are keeping members in touch with
each other. Although some members aren’t
fans of online get-togethers, Jamie doesn’t
mind. “The meetings on Zoom are actually
very helpful and are being held everywhere.
I attend one in New Jersey and Rhode
Island to see old friends online. It keeps me
connected until the face-to-face meetings
come back.”

Maintaining Sobriety on the Road

The BoF is another important link for maintaining sobriety. The group is managed by
Nikki, a full-time RVer who committed to
sobriety in 1980 after correlating a string of
career setbacks and relationship struggles
to a substance that had once helped her feel
more social and confident. The BoF hasn’t
held any organized gatherings lately, but it’s
still not uncommon for members to connect.
“I have occasionally met up with Friends of
Bill members,” she explains. “One instance
stands out where I posted that I would be in
Maine on a specified date. Well, one of our
members contacted me, and he met me at
September/October 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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To Learn
More About
Friends of Bill W BoF
contact noblecyd@reagan.
com or call 404-578-0864
Alcoholics Anonymous
resources are available at
aa.org, and
Dry January Challenge
information is at:
https://tinyurl.com/dryjanuarychallenge.

a recovery meeting. After the meeting, we
spent about an hour talking. It felt like we
had known each other for years.”
It might seem like the transient nature
of this lifestyle makes it hard to maintain
ties to the sobriety community, but the
AA experience reaches far beyond state
borders. “One of the blessings of this life
that I didn’t anticipate is that I’ve met people
all over the country. It’s really expanded my
network of people to call if things get tough,”
says Patrick, a Friends of Bill member who is
from Wisconsin and has six years of sobriety
behind him. While towing his custom fifthwheel christened “The Den of Acceptance,”
Patrick and his wife, Colleen, are full-time
RVing around the country and staying
connected to the AA community. When
choosing new locations to explore, he won’t
stay anywhere for more than a couple weeks
unless a regular meeting is nearby.
On some days, the unpredictable nature
of hauling his home around can put sobriety
to the test. “I really wasn’t challenged until
we got out and started doing this,” Patrick
explains. “I had no idea of how different of a
lifestyle this was. It wasn’t my physical sobriety I had to work on, it was my emotional

“I have found social gatherings or
happy hours are not as alcoholcentered as they once may have been.
It seems to me that people no longer
raise an eyebrow when someone
requests a non-alcoholic beverage…”
sobriety. And I still work on it today.” His
abstinence is solid, but the support is still
invaluable. When asked if a person with an
alcohol dependency issue can find sobriety
while full-time RVing, he’s not sure.
“To do the full-time RVing thing and move
around, I wouldn’t recommend it in early
sobriety because it’s a very different way
of life. If somebody were looking to
do this, my recommendation would
be to get stationary somewhere with
a good recovery community. Once
you’re established, then get out and
do what you’re going to do.”
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Marc, an Xscaper with 18 years of sobriety, somewhat agrees. “I think the chance
of success would be a lot less, but I don’t
want to say it’s impossible. I know people
who live in the middle of nowhere, and
they’re willing to drive four hours to go to
a meeting. If you’re a nomad, that doesn’t
mean there’s no meeting and no community
around you.” In his years of full-time RVing,
wherever he’s roamed, Marc has maintained
an alcohol-free lifestyle through tools
like AA meetings, fitness, meditation and
spirituality.
Making a sobriety commitment of any
length sounds daunting, but the Friends
of Bill W. prove that it’s possible even
when you’re traveling. “It may be more of
a challenge to find treatment, a therapist,
or other resources while being transient; it
is not impossible, however” says Susan, a
retired chemical dependency counselor and
full-time, sober RVer. “Whatever a person
finds to help them make the changes they
want to make is a great choice. Whatever
lifestyle someone chooses can be adapted
to recovery. Treatment for addiction issues is
available everywhere.”

Is It Still Happy Hour Without Alcohol?

“Today’s full-time RVers don’t always
celebrate with an adult beverage,” Susan
explains. She has watched liquid courage
lose its luster within the RVing community.
“I have found social gatherings or happy
hours are not as alcohol-centered as they
once may have been. It seems to me that
people no longer raise an eyebrow when
someone requests a non-alcoholic beverage
at the social gatherings. Of course, this can
be because of my own shift in attitude.”
And in this lifestyle where RVer party
guests are expected to bring their own
plates, utensils and cups to social events,
Susan reminds me that it’s easy enough to
come prepared with a non-alcoholic drink.
When you arrive with a full cup, nobody
offers to pour anything inside of it, or
questions why you’re not drinking something stronger. The idea is so simple, I can’t
believe I didn’t think of it before.
RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 14th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at www.LiveWorkDream.com.

Whether you are a full-time RVer, or simply on an extended RV vacation,
using an RV mail service makes it easy to get your mail on the road.

WHERE CAN YOU
RECEIVE MAIL
ON THE ROAD?
Post office via
General Delivery
Friend's or Family's house
Campground Office
Mail Box Store
Always check before having
mail sent to a PO Box or RV park.

ESCAPEES RV CLUB
MAIL SERVICE
IS THE LARGEST MAIL
SERVICE THAT CATERS
SPECIFICALLY
TO RVERS.
Give us a call and we can
help you set up the right
mail-forwarding solution for
your needs today!

936-327-8873

www.escapees.com

The San Juan Skyway, in southwestern Colorado, is one of only 11 roads
in America that the U.S. Secretary of Transportation has designated
as an "All-American Road." It is that gorgeous! A thrilling drive through
some of America’s most stunning Rocky Mountain landscapes at
any time of year, our favorite season is between September 20 and
October 10, because that is when the entire area
erupts in shades of gold as the aspen
trees don their autumn finest.
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Colorado
Going for the gold

By EMILY FAGAN #99408 • Photos by EMILY AND MARK FAGAN
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he San Juan Skyway is a 236-milelong, hourglass-shaped loop drive
that meanders along Colorado
Highways 184, 145 and 62, and US
Highways 550 and 160, passing through the
towns of Dolores, Rico, Telluride, Placerville,
Ridgway, Ouray, Silverton and Durango. Our
preferred portion for fall color lies in the
eastern two thirds of the loop, between Rico
and Durango, where the mountain grades
become steep and the views go on forever.
On our first fall adventure to the area, we
made a beeline for the small town of Ridgway
where we found a pleasant campground at
Ridgway State Park. From there, we did several full-day excursions following dirt roads
leading into the San Juan National Forest
that detoured off the San Juan Skyway. The
first one eased away from US 550 heading
toward the vibrant yellow woods and Owl
Creek Pass. Although it’s not quite the Yellow
Brick Road, this beautiful twisting route could
have been called the Yellow Walled Road
instead because the aspens were so thick on
either side.
When we noticed another truck parked by
the side of the road, we got out to see what
they were looking at. A man was sizing up a
rock and staring behind it at the mountains
peaking above the lemon-colored leaves. He
suddenly turned to me and asked, “Are you
a True Grit fan?”
I had no idea what he was talking about,
but it turned out that this rock was the
location where John Wayne’s character sat
down and had a few swigs from his flask in
the movie, True Grit.
The man’s wife clicked a few shots of her
husband posing the way John Wayne had,
so I did the same with my husband, Mark, as
he leaned against the rock. Later, we found
the movie, and it is now one of my all-time
favorites. Sure enough, there is a scene with
John Wayne leaning up against that rock,
and we’d nailed the composition perfectly
so the jagged peaks of the mountains, with
Mark in the foreground, were exactly the
same as when John Wayne had been in the
foreground over half a century ago, in 1969.
East and West Dallas Creek Roads also
offered extraordinary leaf-peeping opportunities. Recent rains had made some of the
forest roads muddy and impassable, but we
took our time and marveled at the scenery
every step of the way. Cutting between
Colorado Highways 62 and 145 and skirting
around Last Dollar Mountain, Last Dollar
Road provided another memorable day-trip.
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Some of the saddles between the mountains
were a rich orange, and blankets of yellow
spread across the valleys beneath the
jagged gray peaks of the Rockies.
Each of the towns on this scenic byway is
unique, but Telluride, located at the south
end of Last Dollar Road, has long held our
hearts, dating back to when we traveled
there with a tent years ago and camped in
a small campground at one end of the main
drag. That campground is no longer there,
and Telluride has become upscale and chic,
but it is still an absolutely charming mountain town that boasts many boutique stores,
galleries, fun eateries and eye-popping
mountain backdrops framing the historic
buildings on every street.
One highlight of our visit was the free
gondola ride up to Telluride and Mountain
Village. The eight-mile trip took under 15
minutes, and the views were sensational.
At the top, we ate at the restaurant and
roamed the grounds before hopping back on
the gondola and heading back down to town.
Following the San Juan Skyway, clockwise
from Telluride through Ridgway, we discovered another smaller mountain town that
captured our hearts: Ouray, home to famous
hot springs that are well worthy of a soak.
What we loved most about Ouray was its
remoteness and intimacy. Nestled into the
crook of a ring of hillsides, it is picturesque,
both from ground level while walking the
streets and looking up at the mountains,
and from above, looking down on the town
from the San Juan Skyway as it ascends an
insanely steep series of switchbacks heading
south from town.
Ever in search of an inviting coffee bistro
for a morning cuppa joe, I fell in love with
Mouse’s Chocolates & Coffee, where we
mingled with locals and tourists alike. Once
the clock struck noon, there was no shortage
of possibilities for a microbrew in Ouray
as well. The shaded roofdeck of the Ouray
Brewery is a great spot for a cold one, and
the view is terrific. Since this and all the
other brew pubs in town are extremely
popular, in order to beat the crowds, we
found it best to go at a slightly off-peak
time after lunch and before happy hour.
From Ouray, the San Juan Skyway
took us south—and another 1,500 feet
higher, to the historic village of Silverton,
via US 550, also known as the Million
Dollar Highway. This is the most dramatic
portion of the scenic byway, both in terms
of scenery and in terms of the road itself.

The hillsides on either side of the road were
ablaze with color, and we stopped to take in
the spectacular views of Crystal Lake as did
many others. The water was like glass, and
the reflections of the fiery colors made for a
few delightful hours of photography. Ducks
swam across the lake, leaving a rippled wake
of bright yellow reflections behind them, and
fellow photographers aimed their cameras
and cell phones in every direction. You
couldn’t take a bad photo in this setting!
The town of Silverton, sits at 9,300'
elevation and is filled with dirt streets and
colorful historic buildings that hark back to
the mining days of the late 1800s. Almost
all of the towns in this part of Colorado were
settled by miners around 150 years ago, but
the simplicity and ruggedness of mining life
is felt most vividly in Silverton. The buildings
are small and life at that elevation is still a
little more gritty and further from civilization
and, more prone to the harsh whims of
nature than the towns at lower and warmer
altitudes.
The Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge
Railway does regular runs up and down the
mountain between the two towns, and a trip
on the train is a fantastic way to enjoy the
fall foliage without having to worry about
keeping your eyes on the road. Throughout
our stay in Silverton our ears perked up
each time the train whistle blew to announce
the arrival or departure of a train, and we
eagerly watched several trains load and
unload passengers. The conductors and
train engineers dressed the part and played
their roles to perfection.
Descending into Durango from Silverton
is the next leg of the San Juan Skyway, and
it is a magnificent finale for this scenic drive
during the fall foliage season. Although the
byway continues west from Durango to
Dolores, the most awe-inspiring fall color
was in the higher elevations of the San Juan
National Forest, and the special memories of
our leaf peeping trips come alive each time
we go back through our photos.

Driving the
Million Dollar
Highway
Although there are few level
miles on this drive, it is all
navigable with an RV that
has a strong engine and a
fearless driver. The most
difficult section is the Million
Dollar Highway (US 550) between Ouray and Durango,
where there are 10% grades,
very tight swtichbacks and
three mountain passes that
top out between 10,000' and
11,000' elevation. One section just south of Ouray is
an exposed shelf that carves
a winding route above a
fabulous canyon. Although
loaded semi-tractor trailers
drive this road all day long,
it can give you the willies
the first time out. We highly
recommend driving US 550
in a smaller vehicle at least
once before tackling it with
a big rig.
We have towed our 36'
14,500-lb. fifth-wheel trailer
over all the mountain passes
on this drive, using both a
2007 Dodge Ram 3500 single rear wheel truck, which
was at its towing limits with
the trailer and struggled on
the steepest grades of US
550, and a 2016 Dodge Ram
3500 dually that was rated
to tow a trailer about twice
as heavy and wasn't bothered at all by climbing or
descending. The integrated
exhaust brake in the engines
of both trucks made a huge
difference in navigating the
steep descents.

EMILY AND MARK FAGAN have been
traveling full-time by RV and sailboat since
2007 and camp almost exclusively without
hookups. Emily has written nearly 200 articles for various RV and sailing magazines,
and the Fagans' photography has appeared in
many commercial outlets, on magazine covers in
calendars and in museums, too. For details about their
Colorado RV adventures, visit RoadsLessTraveled.us/
colorado-rv-travel-boondocking/.
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Fall’s Favorite Fruit

W

andering into the kitchen after
a cool and restful night in my
friend’s driveway-turned-RV-site,
I learned we were going apple
picking. Now, I thought to myself, apples
were something I knew a thing or two about.
Granny Smith, Golden Delicious and the
sweet-tart McIntosh graced my lunchbox
frequently. And who among us didn’t love a
McDonald’s Hot Apple Pie?
That beautiful fall day in Western New
York was an eye-opener. From the Idared
that made luscious cider donuts, to the
Roxbury Russet just picked and eaten under
the rustling trees, to the Baldwin, a perfect
cider apple, my apple horizon expanded.

Apples 101

With 2,500 varieties grown in America, 100
of which are commercially grown, it’s no
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wonder that apples (or winter bananas, as
the colonists called them) are the second
most popular fruit in the U.S. The USDA
forecasted the 2019 apple crop at 253
million bushels, each weighing approximately 42 pounds, primarily hand-picked. A little
more than 60 percent will be eaten fresh,
with the remainder canned, juiced, frozen,
dried or processed into an apple product.
That’s healthy news for Americans. These
glossy orbs are rich with fiber, Quercetin (an
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory flavonoid)
and vitamin C. But don’t peel them, that’s
where the bulk of the nutrients can be found.
Coming in at approximately 80 calories
each, they are fat, sodium and cholesterol
free. Studies have shown apples to be useful
in protecting the heart, fighting Type 2
diabetes, lowering the risk of some cancers

Growing up in South Florida, land of the eternal
summer, the change of seasons meant very little to
me. It wasn’t until a crisp October day, many years
ago, in beautiful Ithaca, New York, that I came to
appreciate the culinary meaning of autumn.

   is for

Apple
By Evanne Schmarder #65409

and supporting a healthy weight. Plus, they
taste great.
The term “one bad apple spoils the whole
bunch” isn’t a platitude—it’s true. Apples
produce ethylene gas, a fruit-ripening
hormone. When there’s a break or injury
in an apple, an abundance of ethylene gas
is released, quickening the ripening of the
surrounding fruit. An apple’s ethylene gas
can work to our advantage. Simply placing
an unripened piece of fruit near an apple (or
together in a loosely closed paper bag) can
hasten ripening.

Nonsense!

A bunch of applesauce? In the early 20th
century, the word “applesauce” was slang
for nonsense. Speaking of, do you know
the difference between applesauce and
apple butter?

Both consist of fresh apples and an apple
liquid such as juice or cider. Applesauce may
or may not have added sugar and is cooked
down fairly quickly, no more than a couple
of hours. The result is a loose, pulpy stewed
applesauce, perfect with pork dishes, potato
pancakes, or as an egg or butter/oil replacement in baked goods.
To make apple butter, add sugar and spices (certainly cinnamon, but you might also
add ginger, vanilla, cardamom or, for a more
savory butter, Chinese five-spice powder)
to the apples and liquid. Cook slowly for
several hours until thick and caramelized.
This spreadable taste sensation is great on
raisin toast, served on a cheeseboard or
spread on a grilled turkey burger or toasted
ham and cheese.
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American As Apple Pie?

The delicious double-crusted pie brimming
with bubbling apples and smelling of cinnamon, topped with ice cream, whipped cream
or cheddar cheese (depending on where you
are from) is, in our imaginations, an all-American dish. But alas, no. The humble apple pie
hails from England, with the first recorded
recipe appearing in 1381. Though celebrated
around the world—think Dutch babies, apple
strudel or tarte tatin—apple pie has become
synonymous with the USA as touted by newspapers, mother-lovers and clever advertising.
It’s as American as, well, apple pie.
While apple pie gets all the glory, there
are several other delicious apple pie-like
dishes, including cobbler, grunt, brown
betty and my favorite, pandowdy. My apple
pandowdy consists of two pounds of sliced,
sweetened and cinnamon-spiced apples,
a handful of raisins and plenty of chopped
walnuts cooked on the stovetop and mixed
with a cider/cornstarch mixture to thicken.
It’s then poured into a baking dish and covered with tiles of piecrust. Halfway through
baking, the piecrust tiles are smooshed
down into the juices, caramelizing the crust
and making it a sticky, golden delicious
delight, especially served a la mode.
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Tipsy Apples

What began before the Roman Empire and
was imported by the American colonists,
today’s discerning drinkers are enjoying a
boozy apple beverage renaissance. Creative
makers are experimenting with apple vodka,
apple gin and apple vermouth. You can enjoy
Apple Eau de Vie, a light non-fermented
libation; ice cider made from freeze-concentrated apple juice; Pommeau, a fermented,
distilled and aged apple cider; delicious
apple brandies; and, of course, applejack,
aged and distilled to a high abv (alcohol
by volume) and often compared to a fine
whiskey, all produced by American distillers.
Yet, for all the merits of the many wonderful apple spirits being produced today,
it’s hard apple cider that is grabbing the
craft-fermenting headlines with the United
States boasting over 1,000 cideries across
the country.
The alcohol-laden cousin of apple cider,
hard cider takes 36 apples to make a gallon,
and has similar classifications as champagne:
dry, off-dry, semi-dry or semi-sweet. Like
grapes, apple varieties have their unique
flavors and qualities. Terroir: Another term
we often hear when discussing grapes refers
to their flavor as influenced by its soil and

growing climate. It also applies to apples.
Adding depth and interest, botanical ciders
are fermented with herbs, spices, hops,
vegetables and more.
Another similarity to the wine world, hard
cider experts can become certified cider
professionals or even reach the cider-pinnacle as a certified pommelier. These
cider pros are taste-tested on identifying
everything from apple varieties and regions
to flavor classifications, including acid and
tannin levels, fermentation styles, food
pairings and standard industry vocabulary.
Early American settlers grew apples for
the express purpose of making hard cider,
a much safer beverage than the untreated
water available to them. Today, however, we
can drink this delicious beverage for pure
pleasure, enjoying a sparkling glass of locally
made draught hard cider at the neighborhood pub or bringing home a growler to
sample around the campfire.

Fall’s Favorite Fruit

October is National Apple Month.
(Although the U.S. Apple Association
celebrates September, October and
November.) What better time to enjoy the
crisp fall weather at an apple orchard near

you before heading south for the winter.
Explore the varieties that are only available
from local growers. Stock up. Apples can
last, unwashed and refrigerated, anywhere
from two to 10 months, depending on the
type. Ask the orchardist for their advice.
Mix up your pickings, choosing some to eat
fresh and some to create apple magic in
your RV kitchen. Think thick apple butters, a
delicious pandowdy or an apple sage-stuffed
pork loin.
An ancient Norse myth tells the story of
Idun, the goddess of youth, and how her
golden apples sustained the immortality
of her fellow gods and goddesses. Apple
lovers, I can’t promise you eternal youth,
but I can guarantee that each fall an orchard
adventure awaits with potential to bring out
the kid in you.
Evanne Schmarder is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents. In
2000, she and her husband, Ray, set off on
their own adventure in search of a sunny
place to settle down. Eighteen-plus years
later, they’re still roaming the country,
sharing interesting destinations and cooking
up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their popular RV
TV series, RVCookingShow.com.
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RV Modification

“Backing into my driveway is easier now,
and certainly much safer, with the…’

REARVIEW
CAMERA
By CECIL J. DALE #129364
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When I moved to Kansas in 2013, one of the things I was looking for in
a house was room to park my fifth-wheel. Prior to this, like many, I had
to rent space in an RV storage lot. I wanted the convenience and security of having the RV at my house. I was excited to find a house with
a driveway big enough for my RV and still allowing access to and from
the garage. The icing on the cake was a 30-amp RV electrical hookup
in front of the garage. My bubble was burst on the third time I backed
the RV into the driveway. The street in front of my house is extremely
busy, and I soon discovered that people are impatient when it comes
to backing RVs into driveways. I soon began to dread the return home
from camping and facing the daunting challenge of quickly backing the
rig into the driveway. That is when I decided I needed to add a rearview
camera to the back of my RV to assist me with this process.

I

began by doing a lot of research on RV
camera systems. I soon discovered that
there were basically two types of camera
systems available. One system was wired,
and the other was wireless. The wireless
system was appealing because of its simplicity and the fact that I wouldn’t need to drill a
bunch of holes in my rig and run wires from
the rear of the coach to the front. However,
I soon discovered that the wireless systems
tended to be more expensive, and that
oftentimes a signal extender was needed for
longer rigs. I also found that sometimes the
signal could be disrupted at highway speeds
or when driving through cities. Because of
these issues, I opted for a wired system.

to route the wiring under the carpet to a
pre-existing hole in the floorboard that
Chevy used to route another wire through.
From there I just zip-tied the camera cables
to existing wiring harnesses and the frame
of the truck until I reached the back of the
bed. I purchased a seven-blade, round RV
trailer wiring connector socket, and then
discarded the guts of the connector, cut
off the end and routed my camera cable
through it. The camera cable was zip-tied
to it to secure it in place. This was mounted
in the bed of the truck next to the actual
RV wiring socket. The end result looked
professional with no wires visible.

The Installtion

I then began wiring the
RV. I didn’t want to drill
holes into the roof of
my RV, so I used 3M
VHB tape to secure
the camera to the
roof. This tape worked
great and has held up well. In fact, when I
had my roof replaced by the DFW RVRoof
company a year later (my article appeared
on pages 35–38 in the March/April 2019
edition of Escapees magazine), the technicians had to use an oscillating multi-tool to
cut the camera free. I was also fortunate
to have a roof vent near the rear of my RV.
I simply cut a notch for the camera cable
to pass through the wall of the roof vent.
The roof vent’s rubber gasket covered the
cable and the notch. My camera was now
mounted on the roof with the cable running
inside the RV without a single new hole being
drilled into the roof.

I was actually able to find a wired system on
Amazon for less than $100. It came with a
7-inch monitor, wide-angle camera with night
vision, four-pin cable, and it supported up
to three cameras if I wanted to add more in
the future. For my installation, I purchased
more four-pin cables so I could wire the
truck and the trailer separately. The cables
had waterproof and dust-proof screw-on
connectors, making the connection between
truck and trailer simple and secure.
I began with wiring the truck. I had a
small storage space in the center of the
headliner above the rearview mirror. I
drilled a hole into the back of this space to
pass the wires through and mounted the
7-inch monitor there. I routed the wiring
across the cab between the roof and the
headliner to the driver’s side “A” pillar. I
was able to route the wires behind the “A”
pillar’s plastic covering all the way down
to the floor. From this point, I was able

Securing the Camera

3M VHB Tape
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Above: Hookup ports in the
bed of the truck with plugs
inserted.
At right: Hookups.
Far Right: A small storage
space in the center of the
headliner above the rear
view mirror of my truck
was the perfect place for
the monitor.

I was also as fortunate inside the RV.
From the roof vent, I routed the camera
cable through the attic to a point over
some cabinets. I was able to drill a hole
from inside the top of the cabinets into the
attic. I routed the camera cable through this
hole and into the cabinet. From there, I was
able to hide the cable in the cabinets until
I reached the driver’s side wall. I drilled a
hole in the bottom of the cabinet and ran
the camera cable through this hole, down
the wall and out another hole in the floor
of the RV. I was fortunate again in that the
cable running down the wall was almost
completely hidden by a window valance. The
proximity of a slide near this window valance
helped conceal the camera cable as well.
Removing a small bit of underbelly at a
time, I was able to route the camera cable
almost all the way to the front of the RV.
At the front, I routed the camera cable
up into the RV’s front storage area,
alongside other wires through a
pre-existing hole. Once inside the
storage area, I pushed the camera
cable to the outside through a light
fixture. I purchased a wall mounted,
wire/cable concealer to complete the
camera cable run to the pin box area of the
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RV. This wire/cable concealer was peel and
stick and gave it a nice, finished look. I was
then able to zip-tie the camera cable to the
RV’s electrical umbilical cord. Connecting
the RV’s camera wiring to the truck’s camera
wiring is as simple as screwing the two
connectors together.
Backing into my driveway is easier
now, and certainly much safer, with the
rearview camera. I also find myself using it
while driving down the road. It helps me in
safely passing other vehicles, merging onto
highways and keeping general awareness.
This last point came in handy when I looked
at the monitor to see a dark cloud of debris
suddenly appear behind my RV. I was able to
pull over before a blown tire did any significant damage to my rig. Now, I’m considering
installing side-view cameras, but that will be
another story.
CECIL DALE lives and works in central
Kansas. He has been RVing since 2007,
and is often accompanied by his mother, Shirley, and chihuahua-pug mix,
Prince. (Disclaimer: I am not affiliated
with any of the companies mentioned
in this article, nor have I received any
compensation or special considerations from them.)

SEATBELTS

A Safety Precaution of the RV Lifestyle
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

As we continue to weather the
storm called COVID-19, I’ve had
several readers ask if I might
write about how to approach
neighbors in an RV park if you
believe they are breaking a rule
or the law in some way not
acting appropriately in the RV
world. As I pondered this question and all the legal ramifications, I thought about the use
of seatbelts and the long history that led to our acceptance
of their use in our vehicles.

M

y father and mother were born in
the mid-’20s. Consequently, their
lives paralleled the emergence
of motorized vehicles as the way
to travel across America. By the time my
father was 11 years old, his father would put
him behind the wheel and tell him to “get us
home!” while his father slept in the back of
whatever car they were driving. Dad told of
having to drive through the night along the
Oklahoma highways every year thereafter.
In the mid-’50s, my father had his three
daughters and was a very proud driver. We
would pile into our 1957 Mercury Montclaire
2-door hardtop and take off from Texas
or Oklahoma and head to California or
Colorado. Dad and Mom would be in the
front seat, the three girls in the back. In the
evenings, if Dad drove through the night,
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one of us girls would crawl into the space
above the backseat where she could watch
the starry night through the back window.
Another sister slept in one half of the
floorboard and the lucky third sister would
get to sleep on the backseat. There were no
seatbelts and no thought of seatbelts.
By the early ’60s, we had our next car, a
1963 Oldsmobile 98 Luxury Sedan. It also
had a place to sleep right above the backseat, and we crossed the country in that car
as well, still without seatbelts. We also had
no air conditioning in the cars, so part of the
fun was to find a place to sit or sleep where
the wind would blow through our hair. That’s
what life was like for us, being a family who
loved our vacations and always drove to our
destinations.

The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 1966

And then, what seemed to us, a terrible
thing happened. September 9, 1966,
Congress passed Public Law 89-563: the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety
Act of 1966. Its purpose: “To provide for a
coordinated national safety program and
establishment of safety standards for motor
vehicles in interstate commerce to reduce

“As lawyers and law makers, we tend
to use ‘settled law’ in one area to
propose similar laws in other areas
and the seatbelt laws helped create
the legal basis for laws against smoking in public buildings and spaces.”
accidents involving motor vehicles and to
reduce the deaths and injuries occurring in
such accidents.”
The first federal seatbelt law, 49 USC 301,
took effect in 1968. That law required manufacturers to provide seatbelts in vehicles.
Then came the next law, with each state
requiring that seatbelts be worn. The first
state to make it mandatory was New York,
in 1984. Over the next 11 years, every state
but New Hampshire made that law mandatory. Today, New Hampshire, the “Live Free or
Die” state, is still the only state where there
is no mandatory seatbelt law for adults.
Although this year New Hampshire appears
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to be moving closer toward enforcing that
law, presently only those under 18 have to
wear a seatbelt while there.
For my father, nothing was more of an
insult to his driving self than having the
government “make” him wear a seatbelt. For
both him and my mother, the government
reaching into their car and telling them
they had to wear this contraption and had
to make others wear it was “the step too
far.” They refused. My mom died in 2012
and my dad died in 2014. During their last
decade, my sisters and I would drive them
around. Each of us had to decide whether
we would rather force them into seatbelts
they hated or potentially be stopped by
local law enforcement for not having our
passengers properly belted. I chose the
latter. I would drive around with the two of
them happily unseatbelted as we all listened
to the constant noise of the buzzer in the car
reminding us that we were not following the
rules.

Driving Freedom

Why were my parents so adamant about not
being belted in? It was simple. They felt that
seatbelts were dangerous. They both were
sure that we would be stopped on a train
track, the train would be approaching, horn
blaring, and the only reason they would die
would be because they could not release
the seatbelts in time. Then the other worry
was that we would be caught in a flood and
would be unable to get out of the car in time
because of the seatbelt. There was also
the possibility that the seatbelt itself would
cause internal injuries. And my parents were
rather claustrophobic. The seatbelt was just
one more device that pinned them into a
space where they had wanted to be free.
Finally, the real reason was that they had 50
years of driving freedom when no one made
them belt in.
No matter how many arguments we gave
them about safety, it did not matter. After
we three daughters had our own young
children, we tried to explain how a person
catapulted around a car during a collision
could hurt those who were belted in. That
didn’t matter. They stayed unbelted for the
rest of their lives, and, fortunately, none of
us died in an auto accident.
Statistically, it is believed that in the
last 60 years, the three-point seatbelt has
saved over one million lives. As lawyers and
law-makers, we tend to use “settled law” in
one area to propose similar laws in other

areas, and the seatbelt laws helped create
the legal basis for laws against smoking in
public buildings and spaces. Those laws were
also controversial when first introduced.
The first cases in the ’80s where smokers
actually won lawsuits against the tobacco
companies astounded most of us. The
argument had always been that you chose
to smoke, so any smoking problems were
yours. Although there are no federal blanket
bans on smoking in public buildings, this is
generally accepted in most municipalities.

Back to the Question

So now back to the question: What to do
about your neighbor at an RV Park who
doesn’t seem to be following the rules. Most
RV parks have written rules that you should
probably read before you choose to stay
at that particular park. Knowing the rules
helps you know when you or others may be
breaking those rules. Once you are certain
that you are following the rules and your
neighbor is breaking the rule, then it may
be time to take action. The first question is
what rule is being violated? One example
I was given concerned people who were
leaving a smoldering fire behind as they left
for the day to go hiking. The folks in the next
camp site wanted to know what they should
do in such a situation. Not only did they
douse the fire with water, but they also wondered if they should do more. If there were
really a threat of a forest fire, then, of course
you should immediately contact local law
enforcement. If not so dire, I suggested they
talk with the campers when they returned
from their hike. If that seemed unwise, due
to the nature of those campers, the next
step would be to notify the park managers
As with any such situation, it really depends
on the severity of the infraction and the risk
to the health and safety of the community.
In general, once you are faced with a
similar situation, you should ask yourself
first, what is the problem? Have these other
campers broken a rule? A law? Or have
these other campers simply done things
differently than you would like? If you are
certain they have broken a rule, the first
question is: What rule? Is it a law? Is it a
nice idea? Is it “just the way things are
done”? Once you’ve established what
you think needs to be addressed, the
next question is how to address it,
and this depends upon the origin of
the rule. If you wish they wouldn’t start
a forest fire…then you probably need to

NEW

RVERS BOONDOCKING POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards
of our environment. Protecting and preserving our public lands should be our honor and must be our
pledge. Whether we choose a national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) site, or
other public lands, these practices always apply.
Remember, camping on public lands is a privilege, not a right. Abuse can create tighter regulations, raise
maintenance fees, and have an overall negative impact on public lands and our ability to use them in the
spirit in which they were intended. With the help and support of our advocates, the Escapees RV Club has
created a condensed list of “Best RVing Practices” to ensure that our public lands will remain beautiful
treasures that we can retreat to as we travel.

Public Lands Parking Etiquette

RVers Boondocking Policy
1. Respect the Rules of the Land. Observe posted signs, obtain permits when necessary, follow
usage limits, and camp only in designated areas and pre-established campsites, which vary
depending on agency and state regulations. Bear in mind, some of these lands fall under federal
laws, not state laws.
2. Treasure the Terrain. Camp on durable surfaces. Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain
by digging, moving large rocks, cutting plants, etc. Stick to predesignated paths without widening
them or creating new ones. Remember, there are native plants, organisms, and ecosystems that
interplay here and can be easily damaged.
3. Respect Your Neighbors. Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Orient
your RV so that your generator isn’t directed at them and respect quiet hours. Rules vary but are
generally between 10pm-8am. Maintain a tidy campsite. Keep noise to a minimum so everyone
has a peaceful experience. Drive at a campground speed and be aware of kids, wildlife, pets, and
your dust trails.
4. Respect Nature and Wildlife. Keep pets under control and clean up after them, even in the
wild. Don’t entice, feed, or approach wildlife. Limit or eliminate use of pesticides. Check for burn
bans; be mindful of firewood rules and make sure your fire is fully extinguished. (Remember,
exhaust pipes on vehicles and generators can trigger fires.) Consider a propane fire pit that you
can carry with you and snub out easily.
5. Pack it In, Pack it Out. Keep your holding tanks closed! Secure fresh water from approved
sources and dispose of trash respectfully in public trash receptacles. Lower your impact with
bio-degradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you found it!

Share the RVers
Boondocking
Policy with Others
Please share, but do not alter,
the RVers Boondocking Policy
to help spread the word to new
and seasoned boondockers.
Use this document as a tool to
help educate others in a positive way on the best practices
for boondocking.

Take only memories, leave only footprints.
As RVers, we should be good stewards of the land to protect this privilege for future generations. Not
following these practices can have serious consequences and could be detrimental to all RVers. Public
lands can be closed to camping because of overcrowding, damage to the land, and guests overstaying the
time limits. Following the best practices will help ensure that we all remain good neighbors to each other
and the land. If you feel that someone is unaware of these practices, share these resources with them in a
positive way.

SEE PAGE 74

We wish you safe and happy travels,

For more information and resources on boondocking best practices, please visit www.escapees.com/rvers-boondocking-policy

Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.

Adopt and Share
the RVers Good
Neighbor Policy
RVing as a lifestyle is discovered by more people every day.
It has never been more important to help educate those
who don’t understand the
repercussions of abuse. Using
proper etiquette when parking
in undesignated places will help
ensure that these benefits will
stay intact.

We wish you safe and happy travels,

SEE PAGE 88
Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/benefits/rv-advocacy

be very proactive in your response. On the
other hand, if you wish folks wouldn’t play
music so late or run a generator all night or
you wish your neighbors would wear masks
when they venture toward you wanting to
interact during a pandemic, how might you
handle the situation? Well, we might ask
ourselves which of these would be simply
“good neighbor” suggestions and which
might become the next regulation that may
well prevent one million deaths.
K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over
30 years, spending 15 of those years as a
trial lawyer. She also taught legal writing at
the University of Houston Law School. From
2011–2016, she was executive director of
Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center
of Polk County, Texas. Susie and her husband,
James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.
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NEW AND IMPROVED, EASY-ACCESS RV EDUCATION

DELIVERING ALL THE
ELEMENTS OF RVERS’ BOOT
CAMP
AND MUCH MORE.
In online classes led by expert instructors,
students learn about these RV-related topics:
• RV Basic Systems
• Hitch Up
• Tire Safety
• RV Driving
• Propane Safety
• Motorhome Towing
• RV Electricity

• RV Intermediate Systems 1 & 2
• Weight Management
• Personal Safety
• Fire/Life Safety
• Towable RVs
• Water Safety/Maintenance
• Domicile

MORE CLASSES ADDED REGULARLY!

ONLY

$79

ster TODAY!
Regi

Did you know students who completed
RVers Online University may qualify for
a discount on their RV insurance?*
Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM

For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

It’s easier than ever
to have the Cleanest
Air in RVing!
Now available at WalMart, Camping World,
and RV dealerships nationwide! Remove
dust, pet dander, pollen, and mold spores with
our industry-first MERV 6 RV AC air filters.

The Last ROOF
You’ll Ever Need!
Booking Appointments
Across the United States
100% Maintenance Free

Before

10 YEARS to get this

• No Caulking Rooff V
Vents,
ents,
Seams or Skylights
• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully
tifully
ti
fully ffini
finished
inished seamless roo
rroof
oof
oof
After

For our full list of filters
visit www.rvair.com.

TIRE DISCOUNT

15%

Discountemfboerrs

3 DAYS to get this!

10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at
our location or yours
Financing Available

Escapees M

SAVE AN AVERAGE OF $90!

(ACTUAL SAVINGS WILL VARY WITH TIRE SELECTION AND QUANTITY PURCHASED)

STACK YOUR ESCAPEES DISCOUNT
WITH GOODYEAR REBATES FOR
EVEN MORE SAVINGS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

www.escapees.com/benefits/partner-discounts

888-847-7010

www.rvroofingsolutions.com

DIY Kits Now Available

Most summers when I was a kid, my family had a garden.
It was small, maybe 20 feet by 20 feet in size, but we had
a variety of corn, tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, green
beans and other fruits and vegetables. It was practical
for us since we lived in the country, which was more
than a 30-mile drive to the nearest grocery store. Even
though my sister and I ate many of the vegetables before
they made it to our table, the garden allowed us to
drastically reduce our monthly trips to the store.

Growing
    a Garden
While Full-Time RVing
By LEVI HENLEY #125245
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Now, as my wife and I have traveled
across the country in our RV, we
see a lot of farmland. Every time
we pass by the rows of crops, I’m
reminded of my family garden and
wished for a chance to grow some
of our food while living in an RV. I’m
happy to say that last summer we
decided to give gardening a try.
Here’s how we managed to get an
RV garden growing.
Travel Style

Some people are always on the move.
People who don’t stay put more than a
couple of months will need to find plants like
microgreens, herbs or other crops that can
be planted in small pots and taken on a trip.
My wife and I fund our travels with seasonal
work-camping, which means we tend to stay
in one location for around the duration of a
season. We have written a book about how
we got started and continue to fund our
travels with this method. It’s called Seasonal

Workamping for a Living: How We Did It,
and it’s available in Kindle or paperback on
Amazon.

Choosing Your Veggies

Our little RVing vegetable
garden with collapsible
cloth planters.
PHOTO BY NATALIE FLORES HENLEY

This past summer, we worked in an RV park
through fall. This gave us the perfect window
to grow a variety of vegetables. We decided
we wanted to plant tomatoes, cucumbers,
carrots, green beans, squash, summer
lettuce, microgreens and some flowers for
color. We didn’t want to worry about having
to give the plants to someone or destroying
a perfectly good plant when we left; then
we realized most common vegetables are
annuals, which naturally die at the end of the
season and must be replanted anyway. After
harvesting the veggies for the season, it’s
easy to leave the soil behind and take our
pots with us on the road.

Pick a Planter

Most RV parks are not keen on letting you
till or plant gardens on their sites, so RVers
are stuck with planting in pots. There are a
variety of pots and planters to choose from,
and finding a large enough pot to provide
the space needed to grow different vegetables while also being portable can be tricky.
September/October 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Levi planting seeds in our
cloth planter.
Levi checking the progress
of the tomato plants. They
were late to sprout.
Our green bean plants
getting flowers next to our
summer squash.
PHOTOS BY NATALIE FLORES-HENLEY

We wanted something that we could take
with us and use time and time again. For this
reason, we decided to use fabric planters.

Fabric Planters

Fabric planters have many advantages for
growing plants in them. They drain incredibly well while keeping the soil and nutrients
in the pot. Their porous nature also helps
maintain airflow. Good drainage, along
with airflow, can help your plants regulate
their temperature on hot summer days. But
the biggest benefit, according to the cloth
growing pot manufacturers, is they give
plants the ability to air prune their roots.
As the root system grows, it will hit the
edge of the pot. In a traditional plastic or clay
pot, the root will continue growing around the
inside, causing an inefficient tangled mess. In
a cloth pot, however, the root will go through
the fabric. Once exposed to the air, the end
of the root will dry out and prune itself. This
prompts the plant to grow more feeding
roots, which allow the plant to efficiently
absorb water and nutrients from the soil.
I’m not a professional gardener. At
one point, I managed to kill a cactus,
proving I am less nurturing than a desert. We figured our plants would need all
62
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the nutrient help they could get. The biggest
deciding factor that turned us on to cloth
planters was the fact that we could leave the
soil behind, wash the 30-gallon planters and
fold them up. When folded, they take up less
space than a folded blanket.

Enjoy Your Garden

By using portable potting options and
following the directions on seed packets,
we have found that it is rather easy to have
a garden while living in an RV. For some,
having a garden is a healthy choice. Others
swear by the idea that their homegrown
vegetables simply taste better than anything
you can buy in any produce section. Perhaps
that’s true. For me, the labor, effort and care
that it takes to bring a seed in a bed of soil
to a side dish on my plate makes me savor
the food so much more than simply grabbing
it from a shelf.
LEVI HENLEY and his wife, Natalie, are a fulltime RVing couple. Together with their two
cats, they travel around the country in their
2011 Sunstar Itasca seeking work-camping
gigs. They share their adventures, seasonal
job experiences and travel tips on their
website, henleyshappytrails.com.

MEMBER
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MEMBER
SECTION
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“We think Death Valley is geologically one
of the more beautiful and interesting places
we’ve visited in the world.”
Joyce Space #61818

ESCAPEES
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Boomers BoF at the Death Valley 49ers
Encampment in Death Valley California.
PHOTO BY JOYCE SPACE #61818.

A Message From The Board

The Extra Mile

Magazine

By SHAWN LORING #76442, CEO, Escapees RV Club
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At the beginning of this year, we sent out
the following message, in this column: Our
vision for the future of this club is clear. Our
staff is diligently at work. We are set on a
path of innovation, informed by the wants and
needs of RVers like you. We hope that you are
as excited for 2020 as we are. We know it
is going to be a great year. And, we wish you
safe and wonderful travels.

O

bviously, 2020 has not shaped up to be the
year anyone expected. The staff at Escapees;
however, has not let 2020 slip idly by. As
promised in the statement above, we are hard
at work inventing new services, revising existing programs and keeping the party alive online. These efforts
are coming at a time when the RV industry is boasting
record sales.
During nationwide shelter-in-place orders, many people
began to realize something that RVers have known for
September/October 2020

years—RVs are perfect shelter-in-place, social-distancing
units. As a result, RV dealers are running out of inventory and manufacturers are struggling to keep up with
demand. We think it is fairly safe to expect a host of new
people around the metaphoric campfire, in the future.
Many of those new RVers will need education. Last
year, we acquired RV to Freedom, a premier RV education company specializing in teaching newly minted
RVers how to successfully full-time RV. We have spent
a good portion of 2019 and all of 2020 integrating
RV to Freedom into our RVer’s Online University
(RVOU). We are updating the content and streamlining the delivery of the courses. We are hopeful the
redesigned RVOU will become the gold standard of
education for RVers.
All RVers, regardless of their experience, need
certain things: an RV and a place to park it, for
instance. We are always in the process of maintaining
and improving our parks. However, a few years ago,
we began making substantial improvements to some
of our parks. We paved roads, upgraded electrical
pedestals, added dog runs, refurbished manager’s
offices, replaced roofs, added air conditioning systems

September/October 2020
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and some just meant to be silly and have fun. Because
of the work we have done on RVOU and the Virtual
Campfires, we were able to bring Escapees RVer’s Boot
Camp online in a special event we called Virtual Boot
Camp. Virtual Boot Camp continued the tradition of
Escapees RVer’s Boot Camp by providing live, multiday
and instructor-led educational workshops on RV
operations, maintenance and safety. If you can’t join
us for one of our online events, you can always join the
community on our Facebook, Instagram and RVillage
groups. We continue to offer contests and challenges
in those groups. We hope that you get a chance to add
your comments and stories to the growing chorus of
RVer voices.
These are only a few of the projects that our Board of
Directors are working on behind the scenes. There are
many, many more that are forthcoming which we are
not able to announce yet. Our staff, represents the best
in the industry, and continues to work hard to bring us
services that will make our RV adventures safer, easier
and more enjoyable. We are going the extra mile now so
that when we get to travel an extra mile, it will be safe
and wonderful.

ESCAPEES

at activity centers and even replaced entire sewer
systems to name a few of the many upgrades. In
response to comments we received, we contracted with
a company to help us improve Internet at our parks
which was no small task. In addition, we began adopting a new reservation system enabling you to book
reservations online. We also redesigned the websites
for each of our parks, to provide more information in
an easy-to-access manner. Moreover, we began implementing new park signs to create a more welcoming
environment. When it is safe to travel, please come
join us at one of our Escapees parks. We would love to
welcome you home.
Timing is often a strange thing. Coincidentally,
before the covid 19 crisis arose, we were already
working on the ability to offer events online. Even
in the best of times, we can’t always be around the
same campfire. We just happened to be ready to
launch our Virtual Campfires when travel became
restricted. So, we took the party online. We created
Virtual Campfires to give us the opportunity to stay
connected from afar. Each week we host discussions
on a myriad of topics, some serious and educational

Group photo of attendees at a 2017 Xscapers Convergence.
Back row, L to R: Lisa Brown, Emily Rohrer, Jan Kolb, Ted Kolb
Front Row: David Goldstein, Cheryl Goldstein, Tim Rohrer and Dan Brown.
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PHOTO BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN.
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RVERS LIKE US
By David and Cheryl Goldstein #126793, Hangout Directors

When we began full-time RVing four years
ago, one of our biggest concerns was how
we would meet other people “like us.” We
were active, enthusiastic, middle-aged early retirees who enjoyed outdoor activities,
travel and exploration and new experiences
as we explored our beautiful country.

W

e were leaving a suburb where we had
lived for most of our lives. We were active
in the community, volunteered a lot and
had many friends with whom we socialized.
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Although we were looking forward to being able to
spend more time with each other, we also knew we’d
get pretty lonely without the social connections we
were used to.
One of our first RV outings before going full time was
a small local owners club rally. It was pleasant enough
and the people were friendly, but they were all 15–20
years older than we. They enjoyed sitting around, talking
about their RVs, but they didn’t go out and explore
much. We didn’t really connect with anyone, which just
stoked our worries about finding other RVers with whom
we had more in common.
We had joined the Escapees RV Club at this point and,
shortly after, sold our house and hit the road. We decided to look for one of their rallies so we could attend and
see if they were different. So, in January of 2017, we
made plans to boondock in the desert near Quartzsite,
Arizona, for two full weeks (gasp!) with a group called
the Xscapers. We had to admit that we city kids were a

little nervous, never having dry-camped for more than
one night, but we decided to give it a go.
Needless to say, that was one of the best decisions
we’d made. We met dozens of awesome people, many of
whom were just like us! There was variety in ages, backgrounds, rig types and RVing styles, but what brought us
all together was our shared sense of adventure, desire to
learn and need for friendships. We had found a community where we felt welcome, and we now have so many
new friends. We are proud to say that, over three years
later, most of the RVers we connected with at that event
are people we still keep up with today.
Almost immediately after the Quartzsite
Convergence, we found ourselves deeply entrenched
in the Xscapers community, even volunteering to host
several Convergences ourselves. This allowed us to make
even more wonderful friends and memories. But fast forward two years, as Convergences were exploding in both
popularity and size, we observed many participants
coalescing into smaller like-minded groups of people,
often roughly along generational lines. The Escapees
Board of Directors wisely realized that there needed to
be more events that might have a slightly different focus,
and Escapees Hangouts were born.
We were excited and honored to be asked to
lead these new events that would be smaller and
more intimate, to more easily facilitate forming
new friendships, yet chock-full of many of the

same kind of activities. Since a good number of the
people “like us” were available during the day, either
because they were recently retired or had flexible work
commitments, we planned activities all day long (but
maybe not as late into the night as the Xscapers). We
still had a mix of ages attending the Hangouts, but our
commonalities were a little more defined, and even as
hosts, we have continued to make new friends and enjoy
socializing with our RVing community.
Looking back, joining Escapees was the single best
thing we did to start our RVing adventure!
Looking ahead, we and our member hosts can’t wait
to resume hosting Hangouts. We have many awesome
events planned for late this year and well into 2021. Of
course, the health and safety of our Escapees family is
paramount, but when the time is right, the Hangouts team
will be ready once again to hold events where we can all
gather together, meet new people, explore new places and
expand our RVing community. Until then, be sure you’re
the first to hear about each of the great Hangouts we have
in the works by signing up for the Hangouts announcements email list at: escapees.com/hangouts. We can’t wait
to “hang out” with you all again in person soon!
DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN have been full-time RVers
since 2016, exploring the country in their 40' fifth-wheel
trailer. They are Escapees lifetime members and joined the
club’s national staff as Hangouts directors in early 2019.
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A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS

By Travis Carr #8, Escapees President, and Melanie Carr #8, Escapees Vice President

Finding the Good in Differences
Escapees, and by extension Xscapers, is made up of people with countless
beliefs, backgrounds and values. Ultimately, we are a collection of different
perspectives united through a single interest—RVing.
It sounds like an oxymoron, but we are truly a community
of independents. We come from all walks of life and our
score of differences could potentially outweigh our commonalities at times. But it is our shared love of RVing, and
the acceptance of our diverse backgrounds, that break
down traditional walls more often than not. As a result,
we create friendships through an utterly unique set of
circumstances. In the end, the unlikely union we’ve formed
has become our greatest success.
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rom its inception, Escapees was built upon the
promise of inclusion. It doesn’t matter what your
race, religion, sexual orientation, or political
views are—you are welcome here. It doesn’t
matter if you are a full-time, part-time RVer, or you’re
just dreaming about the day you can begin the lifestyle.
If you have the passion for RVing, and are respectful of
others, you will find a place in this community. Anyone
who’s been in the organization for awhile, knows this
isn’t new messaging. If you’ve attended an Xscapers
event we’ve hosted, you’ve heard us make these
statements many times before.
So why is it important to reemphasis these values
and their importance to the success of the club? Well,
besides the obvious “it is the right thing to do,” the
answer is quite simple. Our group consists of over
70,000 Escapees, with more than 13,000 Xscapers
and each and every one of us bring something special
to the table. We share our time, our talents and
our sense of spirit, all in individual ways. This has
provided us an endless opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of others and of what we need to do as
an organization.
As an example, if the board of directors were not
willing to see things through a different lens, Xscapers
simply would not exist. Today, Escapees and Xscapers
are co-dependent. Each segment brings forward
elements that deliver a well-rounded organization. That
mix and diversity reinforces the power of understanding and improves education across the generations. It
is with great pride that we have been able to unite our
expanded demographic of ages and interests, while
welcoming many new voices to the table. The future
depends on it.
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While many of us choose RVing for the same reasons,
our personal journey, and the way in which we RV, can look
completely different. So, we understand that Xscapers and
its Convergences are not everyone’s cup of tea, and that
is okay. When we survey members, we get a wide range
of answers about what benefits matter most to them. It is
through that input that has encouraged us to offer such
a robust list of outings, events and programs under our
umbrella today. Programs like Hangouts as an example,
might suit some people better, while others may prefer a
HOP. No problem, we offer something for everyone.
Perspective seeking has not only helped to shape
the company’s goals and directions, we also feel it is
an invaluable asset to the membership. Opinions and
experiences shared by fellow members are critical for
providing understanding, advice and knowledge to those
who want to jump into this lifestyle or those who are still
combating their fears. You’ve probably heard people say
that getting advice and just chatting with fellow members
in the organization has been one of the greatest benefits.
We feel the lesson as an organization, and as individuals, is that embracing diversity, as difficult as it might
be at times, is well worth the effort. By embracing our
differences, we learn from one another in ways that we
could not accomplish on our own. While we are all different, we are better off for it. It really is that simple.

XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

It is difficult for an event organizer to write a bi-monthly
column when we haven’t been able to gather in person for
the last six months. So, instead of writing about what we
have coming up, I thought I would take the opportunity
to reflect on a few of my favorite activities at Xscapers
Convergences in the last few years.

I

n the three years that I have been the Convergence
director for Xscapers, I have personally hosted over
30 Convergences and organized many others. It’s
never been a challenge to come up with new and
exciting ideas, and upper management has always given
me the green light. But I think this is part of what makes
Xscapers unique and unlike any other RV club out there.
The variety of activities you may find at a Convergence
are activities you most likely won’t find at any other RV
gathering. Here are a few of my favorites.
One example is the time we took over an entire
bowling alley in the town of Moab, Utah. We had the
place to ourselves, with everyone taking turns bowling
or riding the mechanical bull. We also had karaoke for
those who were brave enough. It was a great night out,
in the middle of the week and only a short drive from
our boondocking spot on an abandoned airport runway.
Another example is a “flotilla” of about 80 people
that floated down the Deschutes River in Oregon. Of
course it would be the coldest day of the week-long
Convergence in Oregon; however, that didn’t deter most
of the group from joining in. We had people in innertubes, on kayaks and canoes and even inflatable swans.
It was a challenge to keep everyone together, but that
was also part of the fun. When the day ended, we all
made it back to the shuttles, successfully and safely.

The wine tour in Texas started off with a few sore
heads from the late night revelry the night before. But,
once we made it to our first stop, everyone was beginning to perk up, and after two wineries, a brewery and
some of the best barbecue Texas has to offer, the trip
back to the campground was a laugh a minute.
The tour we took with Native American guides of the
Taos pueblo, in New Mexico, is a great memory it is
considered to be one of the oldest continuously inhabited communities in the United States. Visiting the village
was something that many of us viewed as a diversion,
but it turned out to be a highlight. Afterwards, a group
hike along the Rio Grande river provided great views of
the area.
Another activity was leading a day-long excursion in
South Dakota to find buffalo in the wild, and it is one
that tops the list. The day ended with a laser light show
at Crazy Horse Memorial just before the skies opened
up and rain poured down on us. It was a great way to
cap an awesome week in South Dakota.
And only days before the country was changed with
Covid-19, we completed what may have been my favorite Convergence to date, in Casa Grande, Arizona. Using
the stage of the Escapees trailer, we had an entire cast
perform live, alongside the Rocky Horror Picture Show,
just like you would find at a midnight showing in our own
tent, to a crowd of about 200 people.
But, mostly, it’s the great people and friends I’ve
made in the last three years that I’ve enjoyed most
about the Convergences. The activities are fun and
unique, but it’s the people who make the event great.
I hope to see you at a Convergence in the near future!
ESCAPEES
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UPCOMING CONVERGENCES
Please visit www.escapees.com and www.xscapers.com for up-to-date information regarding events. Due to
concerns surrounding COVID-19, event schedules are rapidly changing, and events may be canceled or postponed
after this magazine issue is published.

XSCAPERS ANNUAL BASH 2021

XSCAPERS BAJA CONVERGENCE

JANUARY 9–17, 2021
LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ

FEBRUARY 19–MARCH 1
BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO

The Xscapers Annual Bash is back at our rodeo grounds home in
Lake Havasu City Arizona. Come join us for the social event of the
RVers’ year. RVers from all walks of life will descend on the edge
of the Colorado River for a week of excitement, entertainment,
education, games, fun, romance, and new and old friendships!

Join us as Xscapers heads south of the border for the third year!
Good times, beautiful views, camping just feet from the ocean, tiny
dolphins swimming by, amazing food, epic sunsets, ocean kayaking,
margaritas, craft beer, local wines, artisanal cheeses, and all your
Xscapers friends. What more could you possibly need?
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For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.
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tucson, az
march 21‒26

2021

baja

convergence
Feb. 19‒Mar. 1

2021
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension number for specific directions to events.
• July/August deadline: May 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions should be sent to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

			888-757-7701
DATES
LOCATION
HOST CHAPTER
EXTENSION #
SEPTEMBER 2020
01-06

OH

Mansfield, Richland County Fairground

36

8036

10-12

MI

Holland, Ottawa County Fairground, fall rally

06

8006

10-18

OR

Charleston, Crab-a-Rang

Boomer BoF

boomerbof@gmail.com

13-17

OR

Florence, Jesse T. Jones Odd Fellows RV Park

34

8034

14-16

AR

Morrilton, Petit Jean State Park

52

8052

15-18

IA

Elkader, Deer Run Resort

49

8049

16-20

IN

Lebanon, Boone County Fairground

51

8051

22-24

AR

Eureka Springs, Beaver Lake, casual campout

17

8017

28-October 02

CA

Vacaville, Vineyard RV Park

38

8038

01-04

NC

Linwood, Cross Winds Family Campground

29

8029

01-05

TX

Canton, I-20 RV Park

52

8052

03-11

NM

Albuquerque, International Balloon Fiesta

Boomer BoF

boomerbof@gmail.com

04-08

OR

Odell, Hood River Fairground

34

8034

05-09

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Resort

24

8024

08-11

TX

Comfort, Old River Road RV Park

11

8011

15-19

OR

Westfir, Casey’s RV Park

37

8037

17-20

TX

Center Point, Old River Road RV Resort

11

8011

19-23

AL

Dozier, Cypress Landing

26

8026

19-23

NV

Laughlin, Avi Casino KOA

14

8014

20-23

MO

Carthage, Coachlight RV Park, fall rally

17

8017

30-November 06

CA

Death Valley, Furnace Creek, 49ers Encampment

SOLOs C•BoF

8080

30-December 03

CA

Oroville, Feather Falls Casino KOA

24

8024

30-December 04

CA

Patterson, Kit Fox RV Park

38

8038

10-24

AZ

Quartzsite, Boomerville Rally

Boomer BoF

boomerbof@gmail.com

21-24

TX

Burnet, Big Chief RV Resort

11

8011

AZ

Lake Havasu City, Winter Blast Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

15-22

LA

Duson, Cajun Country Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

28-March 11

BC

Mexico, San Felipe, Baja Mexico Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

08-11

GA

Hiawassee, Riverbend Campground

29

8029

16-18

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort, RVers Boot Camp

National

936-327-8873

19-25

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort, SKP ACRE rally

Steve Masterson

skpacre@gmail.com

OCTOBER 2020

NOVEMBER 2020

11-15

APRIL 2021

FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS, SEE PAGE 72.
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FEBRUARY 2021

ESCAPEES

JANUARY 2021

JOIN OUR ONLINE EVENTS
Escapees RVers Boot
Camp will precede the
rally and be held
April 16–18, 2021.

SKP ACRE
Rally 2021
APRIL 19–25, 2021

Magazine

River Vista RV Resort,
Dillard, GA 706-746-2722
www.RVMountainVillage.com
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72

The SKP ACRE planning committee, steering
committee and rally team have selected River Vista
RV Resort, in Dillard, Georgia, as the rally location
for 2021. The goal of the steering committee is to
provide a quality rally at the lowest possible cost.
There will be some catered meals and, as always, a
potluck dinner. The Escapees SmartWeigh team will
be available to weigh your RV, and we have added
our Escapees RVers Boot Camp prior to SKP ACRE,
on April 16–18, 2021. Seminars will be provided on
topics that include, for example, tire pressure. Rally
fee and camping fee are to be determined.
The SKP ACRE registration process is now open
online at skpacre.weebly.com. You can make your
campground reservations after May 1, 2020. We
are in the process of creating our new website, and
although it is currently under construction, we invite
you to visit often as we will be posting updates for
this event.

Escapees Virtual Campfires bring the conversation around the fire into the
online world. Hosted live on Facebook by members of the Escapees team,
they cover a range of topics of interest to any RVer. Join the conversation
in real time with a running chat on Facebook!

Quarantine Live! will keep you on your toes and entertained. You can watch
your favorite bands and entertainment right from the comfort of your own
RV. Tune in and join the party with your friends online Saturday nights. We’ll
all be there to chat, dance and share the experience.

FOR INFORMATION ON ESCAPEES RVERS BOOT CAMP, VISIT

www.escapees.com/community-calendar/category/rvers-boot-camp/
SMARTWEIGH INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.escapees.com/education/smartweigh/

We invite you to join us
April 19–25, 2021.
Feel free to contact us at
skpacre@gmail.com.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Director of Communications and Webmaster

September/October 2020

Virtual Happy Hours keep the fun going for Escapees and Xscapers. We may
not be able to meet in person, but we can still be social online! Hosted by our
event directors, we’ll catch up and chat on Zoom before playing a game or
enjoying another activity. Join your friends on Friday night!

Chapter 8

39TH ANNUAL MEXICO RALLY

2021 BAJA - MAKING THE MEXICAN CONNECTION! • FEBRUARY 3–19, 2021

Plan to enjoy the 39th annual Mexico rally
with our chapter! The fun begins at Potrero County Park, Potrero, California, where
we will prepare for the Baja border crossing to explore the taste and traditions of
Tecate, Mexico. Our next adventure takes
us to Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey in
the heart of Mexico’s premier wine country. We will camp inside the zoo for four
days, spending time with the zookeepers
learning about the animals, as well as visiting local restaurants and wineries.

POST RALLY ADD-ON TRIPS
• Guerrero Negro (Whale Watching)
• Playa Santispac
• San Felipe
• Possibly more!

ALL ESCAPEES ARE INVITED TO JOIN US.
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:

www.MexicanConnection08.com
September/October 2020
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DESTINATION LOCATIONS
• Potrero County Park, Potrero, CA
• Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey
• Valle de Guadalupe, Baja California,
• MX La Jolla Beach Camp
• Punta Banda, Baja California, MX

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration is now open on the Chapter 8 website: www.
MexicanConnection08.com. Pricing is $739 per rig (two
people), and $629 per rig (solo). Please visit our website,
and join us on Facebook for additional information and
ongoing rally updates.

ESCAPEES

Next, we head to the beautiful Pacific Ocean, south of
Ensenada, where the opportunity to be immersed in
local culture is based at La Jolla Beach Camp. There are
plenty of planned activities, but you also have ample
time to relax on the beach or take side trips on your
own, or explore “after rally add-ons” with your new close
friends!
Come, join us for one of the best, most meaningful
trips of a lifetime! Registration is open now. To learn
more, visit www.mexicanconnection08.com. Join us on
Facebook at Escapees Mexican Connection.
Kassandra Dennis #119665, Chapter 8 President

The locations of this rally were specifically chosen to
provide the best opportunity for a safe and gentle introduction for new members to authentic Mexico, as well
as provide an abundance of opportunities to meet and
mingle with many kind, generous, loving and authentic
Mexican people. They also provide numerous opportunities for the charity work that is a core component of
Chapter 8. And, of course, you’ll also be learning how to
travel in Mexico with your RV!
After the rally has ended, there will be several “addon” trips available that will take you further into Baja
if you so desire. These trips are not part of the rally,
but it’s a wonderful way to further explore Baja and to
develop your travel skills in Mexico! We hope to see you
on the rally.
Phylana Ladd #154519, Wagonmaster, and
Shari Nova #149474, Assistant Wagonmaster

NEW

RVERS BOONDOCKING POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards
of our environment. Protecting and preserving our public lands should be our honor and must be our
pledge. Whether we choose a national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) site, or
other public lands, these practices always apply.
Remember, camping on public lands is a privilege, not a right. Abuse can create tighter regulations, raise
maintenance fees, and have an overall negative impact on public lands and our ability to use them in the
spirit in which they were intended. With the help and support of our advocates, the Escapees RV Club has
created a condensed list of “Best RVing Practices” to ensure that our public lands will remain beautiful
treasures that we can retreat to as we travel.

Public Lands Parking Etiquette

RVers Boondocking Policy
1. Respect the Rules of the Land. Observe posted signs, obtain permits when necessary, follow
usage limits, and camp only in designated areas and pre-established campsites, which vary
depending on agency and state regulations. Bear in mind, some of these lands fall under federal
laws, not state laws.
2. Treasure the Terrain. Camp on durable surfaces. Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain
by digging, moving large rocks, cutting plants, etc. Stick to predesignated paths without widening
them or creating new ones. Remember, there are native plants, organisms, and ecosystems that
interplay here and can be easily damaged.
3. Respect Your Neighbors. Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Orient
your RV so that your generator isn’t directed at them and respect quiet hours. Rules vary but are
generally between 10pm-8am. Maintain a tidy campsite. Keep noise to a minimum so everyone
has a peaceful experience. Drive at a campground speed and be aware of kids, wildlife, pets, and
your dust trails.
4. Respect Nature and Wildlife. Keep pets under control and clean up after them, even in the
wild. Don’t entice, feed, or approach wildlife. Limit or eliminate use of pesticides. Check for burn
bans; be mindful of firewood rules and make sure your fire is fully extinguished. (Remember,
exhaust pipes on vehicles and generators can trigger fires.) Consider a propane fire pit that you
can carry with you and snub out easily.
5. Pack it In, Pack it Out. Keep your holding tanks closed! Secure fresh water from approved
sources and dispose of trash respectfully in public trash receptacles. Lower your impact with
bio-degradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you found it!
Take only memories, leave only footprints.
As RVers, we should be good stewards of the land to protect this privilege for future generations. Not
following these practices can have serious consequences and could be detrimental to all RVers. Public
lands can be closed to camping because of overcrowding, damage to the land, and guests overstaying the
time limits. Following the best practices will help ensure that we all remain good neighbors to each other
and the land. If you feel that someone is unaware of these practices, share these resources with them in a
positive way.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

For more information and resources on boondocking best practices, please visit www.escapees.com/rvers-boondocking-policy

WE

LARGEST RV CONSIGNMENT NEED
DEALER IN THE USA!
YOUR RV!

NOW IS THE TIME TO

SELL YOUR RV!
PEOPLE ARE READY
TO BUY RVS TODAY!

Let The RV
Consignment
Leader Do The
Work For You!

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE RV APPRAISAL!

3 GREAT LOCATIONS!

10777 Southwest Fwy • Houston, TX
2408 North Main • Cleburne, TX (DFW)
5270 IH-35 North • New Braunfels, TX

PPLmotorhomes.com • 800.755.4775

You can not
leave me alone
unless you have a
Fridge Defend®

by ARP

Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of
reliably and safety for your
RV fridge by automatically
controlling boiler
temperature, thereby
helping to prevent fridge
failure and catastrophic fires!

Can you afford not to be fire safe?

A Small Investment Yielding www.arprv.com
Huge Returns—Your Safety! 406-494-1959

CHAPTER MAP

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter, join a chapter and pay chapter dues,
if applicable. Yes! It is that easy. As you travel, we invite you to get to know
Escapees in your area. Call us for details and let’s get together.

Let’s Get Together!
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR
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Indicates that an Escapees Head
Out Program event has been planned
at this general location during 2020.
See pages 08–09 for more information.

JIMMY AND LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Directors

Jimmy and I hope this uncertain
time finds each of you well and
safe. This year has proven to be
a challenge for the entire world,
and Escapees members have
not been exempt. However, one
thing has remained steady and
that is the dedication of fellow
members toward each other,
which we have often witnessed.

A

s of this writing, we don’t know what will be coming
up in the months ahead. What we do know is that our
chapter and BoF communities will continue to reach out
to one another to get us all a little further down the road.
Whether it be in the form of a kind word, an unexpected letter from
a friend, a wave from someone passing on the road or a helping
hand when needed the most, there are ways to lift up others. Most
of the time, we aren’t aware of the ways our acts of community
affect another person. A simple gesture of kindness may bring back
a bit of hope and faith to someone who has lost both.
We would like to thank each of our chapter and BoF members
for all the ways that you give to each other, including us. Every day
we are touched by the care and support you provide. So, keep on,
keeping on and travel safe until we meet again.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

1

Golden Gate

Carolyn Cleaves

831-277-6007

ggchapter1@gmail.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@escapeeschapter2.com

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Steve Allgire

206-949-0186

chapter5president@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley1505@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Kassandra Dennis

408-603-0600

kassandra@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Betty Bush

503-705-9872

bettybush01@yahoo.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

14

Lucky Rollers

George Leese

888-757-7701

bigbg62@yahoo.com

8014

16

Georgia Azaleas

Joe Maltese

706-594-9374

escapeeschapter16@gmail.com

8016

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Keith Ellison

250-746-7919

keithandsue@shaw.ca

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

619 884-9069

mformico@cs.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Yavapai

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Al Wejr

250-545-1359

alweege@gmail.com

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs

Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Valerie Rasmusson

541-951-1972

valrasmussonrvclub37@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Sandy Thomason

209-984-5017

sandytom71@yahoo.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-7765

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@gmail.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

Gary Long

888-757-7701

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Dale Geary

602-799-5860

azdesertbum5@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-534-1537

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

Vernon Bergi

219-608-1148

bergv52@gmail.com

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

53

Treasure St Travelers

Randee Follmer

406-698-4416

rj.cm@live.com

8053

54

Wild West Escapees Neal Haerich

785-735-4969

nhaerich@gmail.com

8054

57

Florida Sun Gators

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

Lynn Lunde

888-757-7701

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT A CHAPTER, VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/CHAPTERS.
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CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

ESCAPEES

CHAPTER
NAME

SKP DINE-OUTS
It’s time to eat!

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs. Please confirm the time and location of luncheons before making plans to attend.

ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Ruth E. Snashall: 408-206-2831,
ruthsnashall@icloud.com. Oct-April

ARIZONA

Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April

OREGON

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov
Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Chadwick’s Pub and Sports Bar, 2300
Biddle Road. Valerie: 541-774-4394, valrasmussonrvclub37@
gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m., breakfast, Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec

Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.

Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. David Sears: 936-215-1035 Nov-April

TENNESSEE

Conway: 3rd Mon, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 814 E. Oak St.
Don Tannehill: 501-410-8950 April-Oct

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631
Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant, 7148
Edinger Ave. Rick Comaroto: 714-889-8549, rnhcomar@aol.com

Magazine

Lakewood: Ladies’ breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303, for more information.

NEW YORK

ARKANSAS

ESCAPEES

NEW MEXICO

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Norm and Ritchie Eriksen:
480-671-0610, twocanyondwellers@msn.com. Nov-March

Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike:
602-325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org

78

Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

TEXAS

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., La Casita Mexican Restaurant. 215 S
Washington Ave. (Washington Ave is Business 59) We meet in the
back room. David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhorton2@aol.com

UTAH

West Valley City: Canceled until further notice. Lawrence Pay:
801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

Modesto: 1st Wed, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Please call Sandy Thomason, 209-984-5017,
to RSVP and for the latest information.

WASHINGTON

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Tacoma: Canceled until further notice. Barb Johnson: 360-9080699, barbj1752@msn.com

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Perko’s Restaurant, 6215
Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights. www.goldnugget24.org

WISCONSIN

San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m., breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m., Mike Formico:
619 884-9069, mformico@cs.com

CANADA

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop,
202 Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m., Main Restaurant
Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382

COLORADO

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
(To find us with your GPS, use alt address 3677 S Santa Fe Dr.)
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net

Mount Vernon: Canceled until further notice. Bud/Lori: 206-9536433, budkauffman@me.com.

Portage: 1st Wed, 12 p.m., Dino’s Restaurant, 12900 New Pinery
Rd. Helen Hoege: 608-254-2055, khhoege@gmail.com. Oct-April
AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, 12 p.m.. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Smitty’s, In the Southgate
Mall, 117-50 Tenth Street. Linda Henton: lfhenton@gmail.com,
April-Oct. Except June and Sept

FLORIDA

BC, Salmon Arm: 3rd Fri, 11:30 a.m., PJ’s Family Restaurant,
#202 360 Trans-Canada Hwy SW. (in the Centenoka Park Mall).
Please call Maisie Beattie 250-803-9969 to let her know you are
coming. mlynneb146@gmail.com

MISSOURI

BC, Vernon: Last Tues, 12 p.m.. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net

Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April
Springfield: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2020 E. Primrose Place
(off Glenstone). Vernon Eide: 417-209-8650. (Mention Escapees
and proceed to the room in the back of the restaurant.)

NEVADA

Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., Mountain Falls Grill, 5001
Clubhouse Dr. George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May

September/October 2020

ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov
ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28 Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com. May and Oct

Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

“Honey. . . Let’s
give it a shot”

Know the height
before you go.
GiraffeG4.com
1-877-543-1087

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

Be Electrically
Independent

www.RVSolarElectric.com
480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.
NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.
iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

Life’s too short to
stay plugged in.
That was the sudden realization Owen and MAK came to one
night. So they started Bound For Nowhere and took life and
work on the road for good. With Battle Born Batteries, there’s
no telling where they’ll go next – or if they plan on stopping.

Join the @BoundForNowhere journey:

Less Limits, More Adventure
• Same size, double the power, and a fifth
of the weight of comparable lead acid
• Can hold a charge up to a year in ideal conditions
• Compatible with most conventional chargers

Get out there, stay out there.

SM

Find freedom at BattleBornBatteries.com

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowplantation

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/northranch

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/sumteroaks

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/turkeycreek

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/dreamcatcher

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/raccoonvalley

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowsend
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SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA
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CALIFORNIA
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25

$

130

+ Elec
& tax

20

+ tax

$

23

Incl Elec

$

35

Incl Elec

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com

$

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S., Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

$

limited
$

FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
Discounted rates 5/1 – 10/31
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

$

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

21-26

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

20-23

+ Elec

20

$

Incl Elec

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

$

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

$

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.cohoskp.com

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

$199

Incl Elec

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

140161

+ Elec

495575

+ Elec

$

$

-

125

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

$

22

Incl Elec

$

20

+ Elec

$

27.75

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

$

365

$

Incl CTV

$

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”
Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and/or additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling: 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.

September/October 2020

$

Incl CTV

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
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SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

$

$

$

-

330

$
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350
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380
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325
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450
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$
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$
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+ tax
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-

-
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0

-
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-
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0

-

130

24
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Laundry
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Activity Center

Reservations

25
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99

Storage

-

Dry-camping

0

Pull-thru

ERPU Sites

107

Lease Lots
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-
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22
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87

55+ Park
-

-

Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join in the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Deserts
and beaches are only one hour away. Sunset magazine calls
nearby Temecula, "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

EVENTS

N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive their one-week stay for $75; Make
request at check-in. Call ahead for availability. No reservations.

N

GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'

Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is
25 miles from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia
and Kings Canyon National Parks are only a day-trip away! The
winter months are mild and the spring wildflowers are glorious.
First-time visitors can enjoy $50 off their first week’s stay! Visit
our website or call for reservations.

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110, plus tax/
elec). Explore many activities from this central location. Activities
update provided at daily social hours. Visit the website or call for
details.
-

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N
-

283 n/a

N

N

N

-

N

254 n/a
-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First-time Escapees visitors will receive 50% off one week stay,
plus electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in
February. Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San
Antonio area and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a two- to
three-hour drive from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy.
Costco, five chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to
restaurants, churches; other amenities. Award-winning wineries,
fishing, forest trails and wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70
miles. Stay six nights, get a seventh night free!
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Explore Washington’s Olympic Peninsula from Seattle to
Victoria, B.C. Art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries,
concerts, distilleries, festivals, fresh local foods, hiking, kayaking,
live music, wineries/wine routes, whale watching. Stay up to 6
months beginning October 1 (depart by May 31). Reserve now at
Evergreen Coho SKP Park, call 360-385-6538.
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N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
National Park? We’re your place to stay: large sites, reverse
osmosis water. First-timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships
blossom. See our website for our many activities and amenities.
Then visit our active park in quiet south-central Florida.

-

128

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive their week at a 50% discount, plus
elec./tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers” for
details.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut St., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.

6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity to provide life-sustaining assistance. For info,
visit: www.dovebof.org or contact Brian at president@doveBoF.org or
Don at membership@dovebof.org (210-268-3931). Yearly dues: $10.
Escapees Elk: You must be a member of a BPO Elks Lodge to join. (The
BoF isn’t a Lodge.) Membership is free. For membership application
or to be directed to an Elks lodge, please email: elkbof@msn.com.
Information on get-togethers sent via email, or visit www.escapees.
com/escapees-elk-bof..

NEW! AVA America’s Walking Club: AVA is a nationwide network
of walking clubs. Its members arrange walks to local points of interest. We host walks throughout the year, and you’re welcome to
join America’s Walking Clubs’ events. The cost per person per walk
is $3. Membership in America’s Walking Club is not required but
encouraged. Members can earn pins and patches. To join BoF, send
your name, SKP# and address to Susan Alton: avabof@aol.com.

NEW! Escapees Traveling Yogi: All welcome, from dedicated
yogis to those curious about learning yoga. We practice yoga at
Escapades, Convergences and other meetups, share recommendations for yoga teachers, studios, retreats and amazing places to
practice. We support each other in progressing our practices/
healthy lifestyles while we travel. We help those new to yoga. No
dues. Join us on Facebook. Send name, SKP# and interest to
Theresé: tbjulo@yahoo.com Namaste.

Magazine

Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com.
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Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter and Facebook group provide opportunities to share the
RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several times a year.
Send your name and SKP# to: boomerBoF@gmail.com.
Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and
Judy Wilson, editors. To join, contact Judy Wilson at wilsonjudwil2@
gmail.com.
Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering
of Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile churchwithout-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another without
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson, at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail:
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
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Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join, you need a Facebook account. Search
for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request to be added.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on research techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a
rally/research trip hybrid) held annually. Info and advice are shared
by Yahoo! group. Contact Albert at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr., #4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: We provide a link enabling members to connect with other
SKP geocachers, share geocaching information, learn from others
and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby. The BoF hosts an

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701,
plus extension— (DOVE x8083 and SOLOs x8080). BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator
Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.

annual multi-day rally in Quartzsite, AZ, in late January, featuring
morning seminars and afternoon caching outings. Communication
is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues/fees. To join, contact Wendy: skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include address, names, SKP#, phone#
and geocaching handle.
Hitches and Stitches: No muss, no fuss (no dues), chat about in our
private Facebook group, BoF Stitches and Hitches. Projects include
working with fabrics by hand or machine, clothes, quilts, embroidery
or crafts. We love them all. Share your successes and ask for help for
the oops projects. Contact Charlotte at Charlotte.Grady@outlook.com.
Inward Bound: From all religions to no religion, this group explores
universal spiritual themes. This is a shared leadership gathering where
each is both teacher and student in the spirit of Namaste. Inward
Bound BoF is a spontaneous session at an Escapees event. One person
may simply announce a time and place for gathering. Each session is
unique. Structural considerations are available upon request to help
you get started. Contact Bobb Barnes, at barnesonwheels@gmail.com.
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find classes, rallies and special
events. Members contribute info on a city-by-city basis. Available
websites feature line-dance class locations and special events. No
dues or newsletters. To sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups”
or “Search” and enter “Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the
Group homepage, click “Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at
the top of the page. Contact Margo: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net.
NEW! Low-Carb Lifestyle: If you’re eating low-carb, join us! We’re
here to support and encourage each other online as well as during
Convergences or our own meetups. Recipes and tips are welcome.
We meet online in our Facebook and RVillage groups. Feel free to
request membership in both. Send your name and SKP# to Julie:
thewanderinggants@gmail.com, Lauren: desertlemon@gmail.com,
Melissa: melissakadorian@gmail.com, or treemama@gmail.com.

NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a
purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership is not
dependent on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks,
nationwide. Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more.
Parking (including water, elec, dump) is furnished. A current projects
list is on NOMADS Website and visible only to its members, but with
nationwide sites. To join visit www.nomadsumc.org or contact Doris
318-613-6599 jakdori@gmail.com
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists
writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our new group
forum at RVillage.com. Sign up for free. Then click search or groups, and
enter “Penwheels” in the search field. Click “join group” to post. Send
your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@
earthlink.net) to add your name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact
Penwheels editor at margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please join
our Facebook group: Stay connected with animal-loving Escapees; get
notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade. Juliet Whitfield:
970-729-2946, dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com, www.facebook.com/
groups/EscapeesPetLovers
Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail:
rwsp606@gmail.com. to get roster and yearly newsletter, by e-mail,
$5; mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer,
2121 E Keenan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com
SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

Nomadic Families: Brings RV families together to share info about
our lifestyle. Our mission is to promote exploration and freedom while
still maintaining a sense of community. It’s a place for traveling kids/
teens to make lasting connections with others where they are treated
as equals and encouraged to explore their surroundings, unhindered
by societal standards. Our goals are to have many events each year,
support Escapees/Xscaper family events and encourage our members
to form their own gatherings. Contact: bofnomadicfamilies@gmail.com.

SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year, member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Download member
form: skpsolos.org/about/. Print form, complete and send with check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N. Leslie St.
#556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@gmail.com.
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Military, Veterans and Gold Star Families: Provides opportunities
for fellowship, food and fun to those still serving, have served or the
families of service members in the United States and Canadian Armed
Forces. No dues, and anyone wishing to join may contact Richard Strait at
EscapeesBOFMilitary&Veterans@gmail.com.

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives committed to constructively addressing public policy at every
level of government. By establishing relationships with like-minded
SKPs, we facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our
understanding of issues, policies and candidates for public office.
We seek ways to strengthen our communities, nation and world
by using our influence to bring about positive change. A closed
Facebook group is used to connect. Free membership. To join, send
SKP# to Larry Butler, at techcfo@yahoo.com.
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SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit: www.skpphotographers.com. Brock Brinkerhoff/Janine Vance,
skpphotographers@gmail.com.

Birds of a Feather Continued…
SOWERs (Servants on Wheels): A nondenominational ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of
approved ministries, we choose projects and months we work;
www.sowerministry.org.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and
at Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so
we can meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good times with great people! Contact Sean Miller, at
seansmiller1@gmail.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV: A group of like-minded people who like
to ride their UTV/ATV. If you have a UTV/ATV and like to ride
responsibly while discovering different places to camp and ride,
we are the group for you. Open to all Escapees members in good
standing. No dues. Contact Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com
or carlholttum@yahoo.com
NEW! Twist Your Throttle: Is an informal Escapees group who
share common interests in everything motorcycle. Our group is
open to all types of Escapees motorcycle riders, passengers, and
bikes. Our goal is to provide regular connections for motorcycle
safety, repairs, rides, and awareness through online presentations
specifically for Escapees who are on the move in an RV. There
is no charge to join the group. www.twistyourthrottle.com or
www.facebook.com/twistyourthrottle. Contact Lucinda Belden:
lucinda@dwo.net.
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NEW! Whole-Food, Plant-Based (WFPB): This WFPB BoF
group is for those interested in learning about and sharing
information, Science and recipes for the WFPB way of eating.
This group focuses on science-based health reasons for eating
a mostly plant-based diet. No fees or dues. We’ll share information on a Facebook page, Whole-Food, Plant-Based BOF
SKP. Contact Ray Hatch: ray_h1941@yahoo.com or Lodema
Hatch: LO1942@hotmail.com to join.
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OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North
Ranch, in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and
anywhere else our paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns,
hints and articles related to anything wood. To join, send name,
address, SKP# and $5/year to John Ely, 3213 W. Main, #279,
Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter sent 3x a year. woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent
or RV travel in countries around the world other than North
America. Information is shared through tips and travel reports.
Free monthly e-newsletter. To join, send your name and SKP#
to Kathy Howe, at wwtnews@gmail.com.
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FIRST STATE BANK

“When you need to Escape, just bring us along!”
Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
Remote Deposit • Online Bill Pay
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
• ATM at Escapees Rainbows End •
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

SERVICE
STRENGTH
& STABILITY
SINCE 1902

FNBlivingston.com
936-327-1234 | 800-324-9279

Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.bank
936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211

Professionally

Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

Guided RV
Vacations

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

Call for a FREE

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

RV Travel Guide

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas

ESCAPEES
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& ENGRAVING
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Badge designs
starting at just $5
• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins

For special orders or custom engraving
jobs, call 936-327-8873 or visit the
Website for more information.

www.escapees.com/store
September/October 2020

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
RIGS FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

2008 Tiffin-Allegro Bay-35ft: Boondocking ready! 27,000 miles;
3 Slides, solar, retractable antenna, double R/F with ice maker.
$63,500; Tow car 2008 Ford Escape hybrid and hitch $4,500. Many
extras! Photos available. Contact Sharon at ssgolightly@gmail.com
or call 209-996-6605

PRODUCTS

Blisslets: offer a stylish way for men and women to keep nausea away.
Providing immediate relief by applying pressure to the P6 acupressure
point. Prices start at $24.99 for a set of two (must wear on both wrists
for effective relief). For more information, go to www.myblisslets.com

Seasonal Work Opportunity: 2020 sugar beet harvest in scenic Idaho! Looking to earn some extra cash for the holidays or winter travel?
Come to southern Idaho and work the harvest campaign for The Amalgamated Sugar Company, LLC. Harvest begins in late September and
concludes by early November. Jobs include piler operators, sample
takers, weigh masters, and equipment operators. Camping with full
hookups provided. Must pass physical and drug screen. Competitive
pay with overtime. harvestemployment@amalsugar.com

HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com

Magazine

CALL ME FOR LISTINGS or CALL ME TO LIST
Linda Stevens 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
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ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New custom homes, from $300K
with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage and additional F-HU
outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
two hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat.
Phase 3 coming soon! 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com.
Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.
TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for rent. Each lot is 50'x100'.
One mile from the gulf and one-half mile from marina and boat launch.
Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.

MISCELLANEOUS

The Reluctant RV Wife, an
Amazon Best-Seller: Follow a
reluctant wife and her excited
husband through two humorously
conflicted years of RV travel. He
wanted to go. She wanted to stay.
They both change and find a new
kind of freedom. Available in both
paperback and ebook from
Amazon and other booksellers.

September/October 2020

Down Travel Blanket by Wild Breed Equipment: The Down Travel
Blanket and Stuff Sack.: engineered with the same high-end materials
as premium sleeping bags and compactable into an easy carry-on-thego size. Comfort meets practicality in this super-soft down blanket!
$99. For more information visit www.wildbreedequipment.com.
FOR THE BEST IN RV SANITATION: Blue Streak Automatic Chemical Dispenser. www.bluestreakchem.com
LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are
amazing with less bacteria, no smell and convenience. Ideal for RVs
and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401. www.lunatecgear.com
LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and clean gear. For
more information visit www.lunatecgear.com
Permethrin Insect Repellent for Clothing, Gear, and Tents:
Permethrin is effective against the Yellow Fever Mosquito, which can
transmit the Zika Virus and it kills ticks, mosquitoes, spiders, chiggers,
mites, and more than 55 other kinds of insects! Odorless after drying.
A single application of Permethrin lasts for six weeks or six washings.
Non-toxic and specially formulated not to stain or damage fabrics.
Also, safe for use on dogs! Starts at $5.99. www.sawyer.com
Picaridin Insect Repellent for skin: is available as a lotion or spray.
Formula is effective against mosquitoes, ticks and biting flies, comfortable on skin, an effective alternative to DEET. Lotion is effective
for up to 14 hours; spray is effective up to 12 hours. Pleasant low
odor that evaporates when dry. Won’t damage plastics or synthetic
coatings. Pricing starts at $8.99. www.sawyer.com
Powerbank Mini: This solar phone charger and portable power
bank is perfect for power outages or when you travel. The back-up
battery can provide the charge you need to call, text or take a photo.
Combined with our 10-watt solar panel, you will not have to worry
about being out of charge again. gosun.co
Tesalate Towels: Incredibly compact, absorbent and fast-drying. The
original sand-free beach towel. Available in single and double sizes in
over 40 designs. Pricing starts at $59. www.tesalate.com
The FlexSafe by AquaVault:Lock your phones, wallets, and other
valuables up to your bike, lounge chair, jogging stroller and more.
The FlexSafe is slash and water resistant, has an RFID blocking layer
inside so thieves cannot scan your credit cards. With a customized, high-quality three-digit, resettable combination lock. $69.96.
For more information visit www.theaquavault.com

Final Journeys
Courtney, Myrna #1930-July 31, 2020: If you didn’t know
Myrna and her husband, Gerry; (d: 01-23-2007), sadly, you
missed out on two of the kindest, most generous people we
have come to know. Long-time members of Escapees, seminar
presenters at Escapades, contributors to Escapees magazine
(Myrna, articles; Gerry, photos), and rallies on their property
at their home in Grass Valley, California, are just a few of the
memories we old-time Boomers have. They named their property
Seanachie Hill, which in Gaelic means “those who travel and tell
stories.” Although Myrna was on hospice, her daughter Robin
Kinnard #127201, said she found peace in her final hours. Myrna
is survived by five children, five of Gerry’s children, 24 grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren and two more on the way.
We are delighted that the Escapees tradition will continue with
Myrna’s daughter, Robin and her husband, Keith. Myrna had a
way about her that moved people to do what they thought they
couldn’t do. Expected or not, part of life or not, the sadness that
grips us is overwhelming every time we hear one of our friends
has died. (Submitted by Janice Lasko #14104, with the approval
of Myrna’s family.)
Encinas, Pauline #50764-June 28, 2020: (Leo, 239 Rainbow
Dr., #13998, Livingston, TX 77399-2039) Pauline has died. We
were married 61 wonderful years.
Petkus, Louis (Lou) #82876-June 17, 2019: (Val, 2S872
Wagner Rd., Batavia, IL 60510) Lou experienced a heart attack
in June that caused significant brain damage. We were married
over 54 years and camping had always been a part of our lives.
We started by taking his parents tent on our honeymoon and
ended up with a fifth-wheel these last few years. Before Escapees,
Lou’s hobbies included amateur radio. He became a “ham” while
still in high school and was licensed as K9LUW; more recently as
K9LU. He was a member of Escapees Amateur Radio BoF, and
also held a private pilot’s license. In addition, he was an entrepreneur and operated several of his own businesses. We joined
Escapees in 2003 and enjoyed meeting other SKPs wherever
we went. In 2013 Lou realized his dream of starting SKP Photographers BOF and enjoyed working as the staff photographer
at several Escapades. We were “sometimers” RVers; but our best
RV adventure was in ’07–’08 when we spent 16 months traveling
to Alaska and back. We stayed all winter (in an apartment) and
found plenty to do (including several Iditarod events). I will miss
the RV life, but I plan to stay close to family here in Illinois and
keep in contact with Lincolnland Chapter 46.
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Stewart, Thomas #15898-May 5, 2020: (Marjory, 4211 Misty
Morning Way, Gainesville, GA 30506) Tom died in the health care
area of our long-term care facility. We lived there in our apartment
for 15 years, enjoying a different lifestyle after our many years of
travel in our Winnebago. We had belonged to Chapter 29 when
we lived in North Carolina. After moving to Georgia, we met with
Georgia Tara Travelers Chapter 16.
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Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to
the families and friends of deceased members.
We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before submitting
a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/benefits/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

Association Specials

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Member News (biweekly updates on events, benefits, and articles)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)
• Hangouts (meet up with other Escapees for fun, active experiences)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Roadside Assistance
Product discounts on tires, batteries, and more
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Service discounts
Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$399*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
936-327-8873 • www.escapees.com
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RV Protection for the Road Ahead
800.939.2806
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