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It is my belief that the
only way to be truly
wealthy is to know when
you have enough.

ESCAPEES

He was a child of the Depression, and the first of 10
siblings. When he was born, his parents lived in a threeroom shack on the wrong side of the tracks, and they
often went to bed hungry. As a young child, he heard his
father vow that it would not always be so, and someday
they would be rich.
The months passed into years, and when I met him he
was wearing a crown of white hair and was king of all the
land around a large sprawling five-bedroom house that
did, indeed, resemble a mansion.
His highlight of the day was when he talked to his
broker. His friends said you could always tell when his
investments were going well, for it was the only time he
ever smiled.
We walked to the front of the house where our rig was
parked beside carefully manicured lawns, and I noticed
that his entire property was well-defined by a tall, ironspiked fence.
As we said goodbye, I looked past him to the mansion
and wondered how it could possibly replace our freedom. I’m sure he looked with the same disdain on our
tiny home on wheels.
He owns stocks, bonds and possessions beyond
number. Yet his mind is still caught behind the borders of
yesterday when pinching pennies was part of the master
plan to be wealthy. Only now he counts dollars instead
of pennies. By comparison, we are paupers. Yet
he will never be as rich as we are.
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The summer travel season is
underway, and, hopefully, some of
you are taking your children or
grandchildren along for an adventure in fun and education. Even
though school is out, it’s a perfect
time for hands-on learning in the
form of visiting historical landmarks, museums and other educational points of interest.
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F you’re planning to spend time boondocking this summer, be sure to check out
the article and new Boondocking Policy on
pages 44–49. Similar to the well-known
Good Neighbor Policy (page 88), this new
policy reminds us to dry-camp responsibly to
make sure our public lands remain available
for future generations to come. Not to
mention, it’s simply the right thing to do!
Our Escapees groups are growing and
I encourage you to check out our list of
chapters and BoF special-interest groups.
These groups allow you to connect with RVers
who are located in your area or share your
hobby or interest. If your hobby or interest
is not listed and you would like to head up
a new group, contact chapter directors/BoF
coordinators Jimmy and Lockie Sailor at
chapterdirectors@escapees.com. They will
provide you with all the details you need to
get started.
Summer is a great time to get together
with other Escapees and, hopefully, social
distancing will be in our past by the time this
issue is published. With this in mind, please
check to make sure an event has not been
canceled or rescheduled before heading out.
Whether it’s a chapter meet-up or a National
gathering, our event coordinators welcome
you to join the fun. Destination venues are
selected carefully with your safety, comfort
and enjoyment in mind.
With so many activities happening at the
Escapees parks, don’t forget to stop by to
find out what you’re missing. For a list of
Escapees parks, see pages 82–83. When
passing through Livingston, Texas, stop in at
Rainbow’s End, home of Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters. Meet our friendly
staff and learn the history of the club and its
founders. Tours are available.
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On the Cover
Mark Fagan #99408 submitted this
tranquil photo that he titled “Golden
Hour.” He and his wife Emily were
camping in a dispersed camping
area in Arizona’s beautiful Sonoran
desert, in February 2020. Read
about the new RVers Boondocking
Policy on pages 44-49.
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Mark Fagan shared another
one of his photos of a beautiful
dry-camping area located
near Phoenix, Arizona.
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FIND A RACE NEAR YOU!
JULY
Jul 2 - 3
Jul 10
Jul 11
Jul 12
Jul 14
Jul 15 - 18
Jul 21
Jul 24 - 25
Jul 31

Thu - Fri
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wed - Sat
Tuesday
Fri - Sat
Friday

Cedar Lake Speedway
34 Raceway
Wilmot Raceway
Terre Haute Action Track
Attica Raceway Park
Eldora Speedway
Lernerville Speedway
Williams Grove Speedway
Ransomville Speedway

New Richmond, WI
West Burlington, IA
Wilmot, WI
Terre Haute, IN
Attica, OH
Rossburg, OH
Sarver, PA
Mechanicsburg, PA
Ransomville, NY

Saturday
Sunday
Fri - Sat
Wed - Sat
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

Weedsport Speedway
Weedsport, NY
Orange County Fair Speedway
Middletown, NY
Federated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55
Pevely, MO
Knoxville Raceway
Knoxville, IA
River Cities Speedway
Grand Forks, ND
Dakota State Fair Speedway
Huron, SD
Black Hills Speedway
Rapid City, SD
Big Sky Speedway
Shepherd, MT

AUGUST

MAY
May 1
May 2
May 6
May 8 - 9
May 13
May 15 - 16
May 19
May 23
May 25
May 29
May 30

Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Fri - Sat
Wednesday
Fri - Sat
Tuesday
Saturday
Monday
Friday
Saturday

Lawton Speedway
Devil’s Bowl Speedway
Jacksonville Speedway
Eldora Speedway
Lincoln Speedway
Williams Grove Speedway
Bridgeport Motorsports Park
The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Lawrenceburg Speedway
Lake Ozark Speedway
I - 70 Motorsports Park

Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Fri - Sat
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Thu - Sat

I - 80 Speedway
River Cities Speedway
Granite City Speedway
Knoxville Raceway
The Dirt Oval at Route 66
Dubuque Speedway
Beaver Dam Raceway
Jackson Motorplex

Lawton, OK
Mesquite, TX
Jacksonville, IL
Rossburg, OH
Abbottstown, PA
Mechanicsburg, PA
Swedesboro, NJ
Concord, NC
Lawrenceburg, IN
Eldon, MO
Odessa, MO

JUNE
Jun 3
Jun 5
Jun 6
Jun 12 - 13
Jun 17
Jun 19
Jun 20
Jun 25 - 27

Greenwood, NE
Grand Forks, ND
Sauk Rapids, MN
Knoxville, IA
Joliet, IL
Dubuque, IA
Beaver Dam, WI
Jackson, MN

Aug 1
Aug 2
Aug 7 - 8
Aug 12 - 15
Aug 21
Aug 22
Aug 28
Aug 29

SEPTEMBER
Sep 4 - 5
Sep 7
Sep 9
Sep 11 - 12
Sep 18
Sep 19
Sep 25
Sep 26

Fri - Sat
Monday
Wednesday
Fri - Sat
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

Skagit Speedway
Grays Harbor Raceway
Willamette Speedway
Silver Dollar Speedway
Stockton Dirt Track
Calistoga Speedway
Eldora Speedway
Lernerville Speedway

Burlington, WA
Elma, WA
Lebanon, OR
Chico, CA
Stockton, CA
Calistoga, CA
Rossburg, OH
Sarver, PA

OCTOBER
Oct 2 - 3
Oct 9 - 10
Oct 16
Oct 24

Fri - Sat
Fri - Sat
Friday
Saturday

Williams Grove Speedway
Port Royal Speedway
Lakeside Speedway
Kokomo Speedway

Mechanicsburg, PA
Port Royal, PA
Kansas City, KS
Kokomo, IN

NOVEMBER
Nov 5 - 7

Thu - Sat

The Dirt Track at Charlotte

Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Fri - Sat

Outagamie Speedway
Plymouth Dirt Track
Gondik Law Speedway
Grand Rapids Speedway
River Cities Speedway
Ogilvie Raceway
Red Cedar Speedway
Davenport Speedway
Fairbury Speedway

Tuesday
Thu - Sat
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Beaver Dam Raceway
Cedar Lake Speedway
Williams Grove Speedway
Sharon Speedway
Eriez Speedway

Concord, NC

JULY
Jul 10
Jul 11
Jul 14
Jul 16
Jul 17
Jul 18
Jul 19
Jul 28
Jul 31 - Aug 1

Seymour, WI
Plymouth, WI
Superior, WI
Grand Rapids, MN
Grand Forks, ND
Ogilvie, MN
Menomonie, WI
Davenport, IA
Fairbury, IL

AUGUST

MAY
May 1 - 2
May 8
May 9
May 15
May 16
May 29
May 30

Fri - Sat
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

Boone Speedway
Lavonia Speedway
Cochran Motor Speedway
Moler Raceway Park
Wayne County Speedway
Jacksonville Speedway
Tri-State Speedway

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Thu - Sat

Stateline Speedway
Genesee Speedway
Selinsgrove Speedway
Lernerville Speedway

Boone, IA
Lavonia , GA
Cochran, GA
Williamsburg, OH
Orrville, OH
Jacksonville, IL
Haubstadt, IN

JUNE
Jun 18
Jun 19
Jun 20
Jun 25 - 27

Busti, NY
Batavia, NY
Selinsgrove, PA
Sarver, PA

Aug 4
Aug 6 - 8
Aug 21
Aug 22
Aug 23

Beaver Dam, WI
New Richmond, WI
Mechanicsburg, PA
Hartford, OH
Erie, PA

SEPTEMBER
Sep 4
Sep 5
Sep 25
Sep 26

Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

Fayetteville Motor Speedway
Lancaster Motor Speedway
Outlaw Speedway
Thunder Mountain Speedway

Fayetteville, NC
Lancaster, SC
Dundee, NY
Knox Dale, PA

OCTOBER
Oct 2
Oct 3

Friday
Saturday

Cherokee Speedway
411 Motor Speedway

Gaffney, SC
Seymour, TN

The Dirt Track at Charlotte

Concord, NC

NOVEMBER
Nov 5 - 7

Thu - Sat

WORLD OF OUTLAWS.COM/TIX OR CALL 844-DIRT-TIX

RV Gadget Box

Add fresh herbs to your pizza, or make a fresh, delicious
side salad to accompany it. Read more on page 50.

BETTY CROCKER PIZZA MAKER

Magazine

Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
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My RV, like many today, doesn’t have an oven. I usually don’t miss it,
except when I want some pizza. It’s hard to make one, or even
bake one of the store-bought pizzas, without something to bake
it in. That’s why I was thrilled to discover the Betty Crocker
Pizza Maker. It’s like a 12-inch diameter George Foreman grill
and makes surprisingly good pizza in just a few minutes.
Both the top and bottom non-stick plates are heated, and
it’s even deep enough for a deep dish-style pizza. Whip up
your own from scratch, or buy a frozen one at the store; it
works well for either.

B

ut wait! There’s more: You can cook awesome large omlettes
in a couple minutes. I have also made frittatas, cooked bacon
quickly without any spatter and even baked biscuits and cookies in it.
The trick is to moderate the heat by unplugging it occasionally while
cooking. Its scant 4-inch height makes it easy to stow, and the non-stick
surfaces are textured and only need a wipe with a wet cloth to clean.
One tip: Be sure to thoroughly coat both cooking surfaces with olive
oil before you heat it the first time, then just wipe out any excess oil. That
seems to prime and seal the surfaces.
SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.,
CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT GADGETBOX.ESCAPEES.COM.

May/June 2020

BETTY CROCKER
BC-2958CR PIZZA MAKER
(Also sold under the Courant brand name)
Average price: $35
Available at Walmart, Target, and Home Depot
locations, and online at: www.amazon.com.

A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS

Escapade
The 2020 Escapade has
been canceled, and we’ll
miss connecting with our
Escapees friends in June.
Plans are underway for the 60th
Escapade, March 21–26, 2021 when
we’ll return to the sunny southwest
city of Tucson, Arizona.
Registration will open in September.
We hope to see you there!
Duane and Jean Mathes #115955
Escapade Directors

JOIN

ESCAPEES’
LARGEST
GATHERING
NEXT YEAR!

ESCAPEES
7
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Escapade in Tucson Arizona.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

www.escapees.com/escapade or call 936-327-8873
May/June 2020

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

www.escapees.com/hops

Magazine

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

ESCAPEES
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UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
NEW YORK CITY AND THE
HUDSON RIVER VALLEY HOP

BALLOON FIESTA HOP

JULY 12–17, 2020

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Option #1: October 02–07, 2020, $999–$1110
Option #2: October 07–11, 2020, $989–$1,095
Option #3: October 02–11, 2020, $1,245–$1,355

New York/Hudson River Valley
Price Range: $965–$1,580

May/June 2020

OCTOBER 2–11, 2020

THE BLACK HILLS AND
BADLANDS HOP
(HEAD OUT PROGRAM)

ROSE PARADE HOP
PASADENA TOURNAMENT OF ROSES

OCTOBER 6–10, 2020

December 27, 2020 – January 3, 2021

Rapid City, South Dakota
Price Range: $695–$995

Pasadena, California
Price Range: $927 - $1,825

PAY
N
1/2 DOW TER
A
L
2
AND 1/ OUR
FOR Y
NT.
HOP EVE gistration.
re
ailable at
Option avot available with
N
Ps.
O
H
cruise

Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RVers.

Maine Leaves and Lobster HOP
SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 1, 2021

Bar Harbor, Maine, Price Range: $895–$1,295

Port Canaveral, Florida
Price PP: $868–$1,183

San Diego, California
Price: $2354–$3364 pp

May/June 2020
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JANUARY 3–9, 2021

HAWAII CRUISE HOP
JANUARY 16 – FEBRUARY 2, 2021

ESCAPEES

THE EASTERN
CARIBBEAN HOP

The best time to visit Maine is in September after the
summer crowds have left, but before the temperatures drop.
Maine landscapes are quaint and beautiful, and its coastal
beauty is stunning!
Feel the crisp morning air and see Mother Nature’s
abundant beauty in the vibrant colors of the fall leaves. As
the autumn leaves grace the hillsides and mountaintops, you
have a painted scenery that is unmatched anywhere else in
the world.
In the evenings, sit outside and watch the vibrant colors of
the sunset spread across the horizon.
Pack binoculars and watch native and migratory birds
such as bald eagles, osprey, peregrine falcons, shorebirds,
warblers and flycatchers, to name a few.
Visit the beautiful Acadia National Park with stops at
Thunder Hole and Cadillac Mountain, the highest point on the
East Coast.
Learn about an ancient fjord called Somes Sound, a major
interest at Acadia National Park. The Sound presses deep
into the quiet, pristine beauty of Mount Desert Island, nearly
splitting the island in two.
You’ll hear stories about sea lions, porpoises and whales
and watch for their graceful appearances out across the
water. Learn about the lighthouses nearby.
Board a lobster boat and have a unique, enjoyable tour of
Bar Harbor.
You can’t travel to Maine without a lobster bake! And there
will be other food to enjoy if you don’t like lobster!
Remember to bring your camera for this wonderful fall
foliage HOP!

SKP Stops

PLACE

City, State
Address
Website

Photo caption.
PHOTO BY ??????

SHREVEPORT MUNICIPAL MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
Shreveport, Louisianna

Magazine

705 Elvis Presley Ave., Shreveport, LA 71101, www.shreveportmunicipalauditorium.com
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The Shreveport Municipal Memorial Auditorium deserves
its long moniker. With its impressive art deco design,
history and the number of legends who performed here,
including Elvis Presley, it’s no wonder it’s a star in this
northwest Louisiana city.

D

edicated to the soldiers of the great war on
Veterans Day, November 11, 1929, its early
use was generally military related. It wasn’t
until 1948 that a new program, “The Louisiana
Hayride,” began a weekly showcase of talented singers,
songwriters and performers.
The showcase became known as “The Cradle of the
Stars.” Future megastars who performed here included
Hank Williams, Johnny Cash and a young Elvis Presley.
“This all brings back such fond memories,” says
Bobbie Cariker, a woman on a recent tour. “My friends
and I would come almost every week. We saw Elvis. I
was 15 years old at the time.”

May/June 2020

We are standing on the stage and the guide has just
played a short clip of Elvis performing. She asks Cariker
to tell the group more about meeting the legend.
“Actually, I first met Elvis when he opened John Mills
Feed Store in Carthage (Texas),” she laughs. “We sat
in the backseat of his pink Cadillac. He was only 19. I
picked up a Juicy Fruit gum wrapper on the floor.
“My friend, Reba, and I followed him (when he left
Carthage) and never caught up with him.”
Later that night, after he performed, she says that she
and her friend waited for him at the stage door. “I asked
him why he didn’t let us catch up to him, and he said, as
he ran his fingers through my hair, ‘Curly top, I had that
car in second gear.’ He was wearing purple and had on
blue suede shoes,” she recalls.
“Then I asked if he’d sign that Juicy Fruit gum wrapper, and he did,” she says. “I still have it. Elvis performed
all over East Texas. I saw him perform four times. He was
such a nice young man.

SKP Stops

May/June 2020
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Recently named a national historic landmark, the
auditorium is used today for concerts, touring acts,
sporting events, concerts and family shows.
After our look-out from the stage, our tour guide
shows us the dressing rooms, ballroom and another
view of the auditorium from the top of the seating
configuration.
We see beautiful art deco light fixtures overhead as
we traverse the hallways and staircases. The building is a
pristine reminder of its near century-long history.
I feel privileged to have spent three hours exploring
this iconic building and meeting Mrs. Cariker. History,
whether learned while on a tour or by reading about the
memories of someone who lived it, is all a treasure.
For more information about backstage tours (or to
learn about the previously unmentioned haunted tours),
call 318-841-4196 or 318-841-4000, or visit www.
shreveportmunicipalauditorium.com.
Article and photos by Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor

ESCAPEES

“We saw so many performers here, like Jerry Lee Lewis,
Johnny Horton, David Houston and Tommy Sands,” she lists.
Other famous performers who got their start here and
performed after making their mark in the music industry
were Huddie “Leadbelly” Ledbetter, James Brown,
Aretha Franklin, Bobbie “Blue” Bland, B.B. King, Jimi
Hendrix and James Burton.
Elvis was signed to a contract to perform every
Saturday night on the “Hayride” for $18 per show.
Colonel Tom Parker “discovered” him, after 18 months,
and bought his contract for $10,000, our guide says. “It
was here Elvis developed the techniques that launched
his career into stardom.”
There was an average of 2,000 in the audience every
Saturday night. The “Hayride” was nationally broadcast
on CBS radio and became a staple of Armed Forces
Radio programming. Although the weekly radio programming ended in 1960, the “Hayride” was regularly
scheduled throughout the ‘60s.

SKP Stops

WASHED ASHORE—ART TO SAVE THE SEA
Bandon, Oregon

Old Town Bandon, 325 E 2nd St SE, Bandon, OR 97411, washedashore.org

Magazine

THIS ARTICLE WAS PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN THE NOV/DEC 2019 EDITION OF RVING WOMEN MAGAZINE.
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“Ongoing volunteers and
one-time visitors of all ages
are welcome to help build
parts of new sculptures
that will be sent around the
country in traveling exhibits
to raise awareness of the
problem of ocean pollution
and how to stop it.”
May/June 2020

Nestled in the lively Old Town section of Bandon, Oregon,
awaits a one-of-a-kind gallery, Washed Ashore, whose
mission is Art to Save the Sea. What better place than
a popular seaside town to raise awareness about the
discarded, lost and thoughtlessly-tossed-away trash that
is clogging our oceans? Thousands of tourists pass by the
doors each year, and most are curious enough to step
inside and see the awesome flotsam on display.

A

ngela Haselton Pozzi, artist and founder of
Washed Ashore, was dismayed by the amount
of plastic debris that washed up on the beaches
around her home town. With the help of many
volunteers, she began collecting the trash and creating
larger-than-life sculptures of ocean denizens. Since its
beginning in 2010, more than 70 sculptures have been
created, using 38,000 pounds of marine debris.

SKP Stops

Bella the Angelfish on a Reef

When You Go
Bandon, Oregon, has four RV parks and one state park with a full-hookup
campground. Reservations are recommended during the summer months.
Old Town has plenty of parking, including two large lots at each end of 1st
Street. The Washed Ashore gallery is wheelchair accessible and is open
Wed.—Sun. 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Consider visiting the Escapees park,
Timber Valley SKP Co-Op, in Sutherlin, approximately two hours northeast
of B andon.

Article and photos by Jan Kuderna #64112
May/June 2020
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stop it. If you’re unable to visit Bandon yourself, consider
hosting an exhibit in your town, in concert with your
local zoo, aquarium or museum.
Washed Ashore’s website (www.washedashore.org)
includes a curriculum for students to learn about how
plastic is made, how to create art from unusual materials
and how art can be used to educate.

ESCAPEES

Under Pozzi’s direction, volunteers clean miles of
beaches, wash and sort the debris and assist in building
the giant sculptures. They use only what the ocean
delivers in creating the colorful, whimsical figures.
Upon entering the gallery, the first sculpture one sees
is a 12-foot-long whale rib cage suspended from the ceiling. A closer look reveals it to be made entirely of white
plastic bottles. Other sculptures include Tula the turtle,
Bella the Angelfish on a Reef, Finn the Mako shark,
Steve the Weedy Sea Dragon and several bleached coral
reefs made from Styrofoam. All the sculptures are made
entirely from ocean debris collected on Pacific beaches.
At the rear of the gallery is a volunteer workshop.
Ongoing volunteers and one-time visitors of all ages are
welcome to help build parts of new sculptures that will
be sent around the country in traveling exhibits to raise
awareness of the problem of ocean pollution and how to

Puffin at Coquille Point

SKP Stops

LITTLE RIVER CANYON NATIONAL PRESERVE
Fort Payne, Alabama

4322 Little River Trail NE, Ste 100, Fort Payne, AL 35967, 256-845-9605 x201, www.nps.gov/liri/index.htm

Magazine
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uring high-water seasons, the river is used for
competitive kayaking and training. The ranger
at the beautiful park center stated some teams
thought this river was more difficult than those at
competitive national and international kayaking meets.
The Little River Canyon Rim Parkway is well worth the
drive. There are numerous lookout viewpoints for the
river valley. Drive southwest on the parkway for short
trips or continue to make a longer day trip. It is best to

see during the fall season or with summer foliage.
As an additional day trip, DeSoto State Park is nearby.
The West Fork Little River runs through it, joining the
Little River in the national preserve. Traveling farther is
DeSoto Falls, with its large gorge carved by the water flow.
Fort Payne, now a town (old fort close-by), was one
of the collection points in 1838 for the roundup and
deportation of over 10,000 Cherokee Native Americans
(among other nations) from the Appalachian region,
with the historic Trail of Tears passing through this area.
Unfortunately, over 10 percent of the Cherokee Indians
died on this forced removal to Oklahoma.
We stayed at the Will’s Creek RV Park, near Fort
Payne, which was close to the national reserve. It is
easily accessible with full hookups, pull-throughs, etc.
It also has large open fields and mowed walking trails
along a creek.
The reserve and park center are open year-round. A
park center visit is recommended to gather local history,
see explanatory movies and to receive park maps.
See Ming and Larry Jopko #139675

Guidelines for SKP Stops Submissions

Helpful Hints

We discovered Little River Canyon National Preserve, on
top of Lookout Mountain, close to Fort Payne, Alabama.
This preserve is centered on the Little River. It is on a
high plateau of Lookout Mountain and is claimed to be the
highest river in the East. It has wooded gorges, canyons
and waterfalls. The Little River Falls is easily accessed from
Highway 35, and the Little Falls (also called Martha’s Falls)
and the Little River Canyon Rim Parkway is accessible from
Highway 176, as well as from the other side of the river,
farther south of Highway 35. There are also hiking trails,
some of which go down to the river.
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Little
Desoto
RiverFalls
Canyon National Park.
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• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on location
and the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Submissions of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Due to limited
space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: High-resolution photos are included on a space-available
basis. Include the name of the photographer and anyone in the photo.
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• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
• Include information on RV parking and accessibility.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston,
TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.
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Premier Transfer Flow
Fuel Tank with ReliaSteel®

Only Premier Steel Fuel Tanks Will
Keep Up with a 6,500 lb. Truck.
Since 1983, Transfer Flow has been engineering excellence and crafting
premier fuel tank systems from the highest quality American materials.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made with ReliaSteel®, U.S. aluminized
steel, to withstand strong weather elements and heavy use.
Plastic aftermarket tanks are made using rotational molding, which
results in varied thickness and may require additional parts,
including expensive underbody plates for protection.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks ship complete with
everything needed for installation. Rest easy
knowing that your Transfer Flow fuel tank is
safe, legal, reliable, and backed by our 6-year,
unlimited mileage warranty to keep your
adventure going mile after mile.

®

REPLACEMENT TANKS REFUELING TANKS

(530) 809-3945 I TransferFlow.com

IN-BED TANKS

TOOL BOX COMBOS

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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BOOMER AUCTION FOR CARE?
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Kay Peterson, cofounder of Escapees RV Club, envisioned a
place where Escapees members with medical needs could
get off the road, yet continue to live in their RV and participate in the Escapees community. They would receive the
Escapees care for which the club is well known. Ever since
her dream, the Escapees CARE Center, has grown into a
reality, Escapees have helped support CARE (Continuing
Assistance for Retired Escapees) through donations of
their time and money. Thus the cost to participate in CARE
remains affordable for most people.

G

retchen Mattison #94264, a Boomer BoF member, was at an Escapees Elk BoF gathering when
they were holding an auction for CARE. In her
“can-do” attitude, Gretchen thought, “Boomers
can do that,” and ever since, “do that” they did. The
Boomers BoF has been one of the largest donors to
CARE, mainly from their CARE auctions that are held at
“Boomerville,” in Quartzsite, Arizona, each January and
at the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta in October.
But, you may wonder, “How does this happen?” All
year long Boomers collect and save items to contribute
to the auction. Even if a Boomer cannot come to
Quartzsite, that person finds a way to get their items
there. As soon as “Boomerville” begins at Quartzsite,
May/June 2020

the auction work is in full swing. Someone volunteers to
chair the auction, and committees are formed. Once the
auction date is set, invitations to join in the fun are sent
out to Escapees groups and friends.
Items are left on tables from those who have volunteered to store the items in their rigs until the day of
the auction. Once the Big Tent opens, several volunteers
solicit donations from the merchants, bringing more
items to the auction. After the cut-off date for accepting
items, volunteers tag and number every item and make
up cards along with a master sheet of all items to be
auctioned. They also decide what goes into the silent
auction and what goes into the bidding auction.
The day before, people make baked goods to be
auctioned and hors d’oeuvres for the pre-auction gathering. There are donations of wine, beer and soft drinks,
which are sold at the beverage tent during the auction.
Leftover bottles are auctioned off at the end.
On auction day, it takes all hands on deck, starting
at 8:30 in the morning. Trucks and SUVs arrive at the
motorhomes where the items have been stored. People
load the vehicles and then walk over to the auction site
to unload the items. In the meantime, other volunteers
are bringing their tables to the site. Once the tables are
set up, the vehicles are unloaded. The process repeats

Different Viewpoints

Cherry pie sold for $45
Vannas ready to go.

Bar is open.

The CARE Auction.
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with the following: If someone was willing to volunteer for
CARE for one month in the summer when they have the
greatest need for volunteers, he would have Dometic ship
a refrigerator/freezer to them when they complete the
month! Ken and Sue Pace #44604 were across the crowd
from each other, but with a wink and a nod they jumped
at the chance to go back to CARE.
Other large donors were Battle Born (two lithium
batteries), Pure Sine Wave Power Inverters and Lion
Safari lithium batteries. However, it’s also the bidding
participants that have fun bidding each other up on the
smaller items that make the auction a success. Who
would pay $45 for a cherry pie or $75 for half-dozen
cinnamon buns? Those of us who want to support CARE,
that’s who!
During the auction, other volunteers record who
bought what and for how much. After it is over, people
line up and volunteers collect the checks or cash to pay
for the purchases. When the final tally is announced at
happy hour, often someone will make a challenge that
will bring the total up to the nearest hundred dollars.
Another successful auction and fun day is complete
with everyone feeling proud of the hard work. They’re
happy to send another check to CARE.
Article and photos by Joyce Space #61818
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until all items are on the tables. Now sorters can arrange
the items in order and give the silent auction items to
the volunteers who oversee those tables.
While this is going on, the “Vannas” are getting into
their “finest” to draw attention to the items they will be
parading through the crowd. The auctioneers are honing
their voices to encourage the bidding. People are signing
up for a bidding number, and the hors d’oeuvre tables
are open so no one will need a lunch break.
Before the first item is presented, all stand to pledge
allegiance to the flag. And then the fun begins. “Vannas”
take turns strutting their stuff. and spotters are on their
toes to be sure the auctioneers see every bid.
The Boomer Quartzsite auction has raised more money
each year, with the highest amount, over $18,000, raised
in 2020. The October Balloon Fiesta is still to come, in
October 2020. High-ticket items have been donated
by companies that are noticing Escapees, Boomers
and CARE. They like what all three are doing and want
to support them. Jeff Spencer #122670, a Dometic
representative, donated a refrigerator/freezer to the
auction, which had a retail value of $1,400. John Nejedlo
(GEOASTRORV.com) #136282 ended up with the winning
bid of $2,000 in a preplanned bidding war with Jeff!
That was not all. John then challenged the entire group

Different Viewpoints

Change:

A Pathway to Growth

My article, “The Long, Long Journey” that appeared in the
July/August 2019 issue, documented our inaugural RV trip
and highlighted some of the “complications” my husband
and I experienced. To my delight, I realized that hauling
our brand-new RV trailer was an intensely inner spiritual
journey. I experienced many amazing epiphanies while we
were striving to survive life on the road.
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n the past, I would have interpreted the disasters we
experienced as a sign from the universe that perhaps
the RV lifestyle is not for me. When I inadvertently
lost one side panel of our spanking-new RV on a gas
station barrier, I was shocked that I wasn’t mad. A few
years ago, an incident like that would have devastated
me. I kept thinking, “Is this a matter of life or death?”
Losing a replaceable part of our vehicle was miniscule
compared to the truly catastrophic events in my life.
I experienced severe trauma during my childhood.
My mother was schizophrenic, and my father was
an untreated alcoholic. My formative years were a
continuum of bizarre and damaging events. As a result,
any change terrified me and I longed for stability. I was
certain that most people were not to be trusted and
were inherently evil.
During our initial RV trip, I realized that every day
would bring change. Obviously, the weather was unreliable, but I had to face new places and rely on strangers.
When we finally arrived at our first stop in Missouri, we
had been on the road for 12 hours. My husband, Ed, and
I pulled in at 9:00 p.m. and were dismayed that no one
was in the office to greet us. We were panicking because
we had never set up our RV. Despite my overwhelming
feeling of dread, I knocked on the only RV that had lights
on. At this point, I didn’t care if a psychopath answered
the door. We were desperate and exhausted. Thankfully,
the Universe (God) sent us a young, muscular cowboy
who, without hesitation, jumped into his truck, found our
site and assisted us!

“Something changed inside me after
our first RV trip. I learned that some
changes can be a path to growth.”
Quite often, when I was maneuvering our RV at a gas
station, strangers would jump out of their vehicles and
guide me around the daunting challenge of not hitting
the pumps. Perhaps they noticed that both side panels
of our vehicle were missing.
I started to reflect on how often I had resisted any
change in my life and how I had spent endless hours,
days and years wasting my time trying to manipulate
situations that could not be altered. I’d expended
enormous energy trying to help various family members
become “normal.” After driving through the relentless
winter winds in the Rockies and discovering that another
side panel was damaged, my husband simply ripped
off the panel and tossed it into our truck, which is how
we lost the second panel, but how brilliant this was!
No worries! Another moment of spiritual growth; Stop
wasting time on things that you can’t fix. Let the experts
help you.
Something changed inside me after our first RV trip.
I learned that some changes can be a path to growth.
How wonderful it was to problem-solve with my husband
instead of bickering about all the ridiculous mundanities
that we usually wasted our lives on. We were in survival
mode. The most precious moments of our adventure were
the times we were driving and talking to each other like
the best friends that we are. Yes, my husband found it
necessary to express his anger at times, but eventually he
realized that the RV experience can actually be fun and
that his wife is actually an excellent driver and companion.
Our inaugural RV trip did involve RV maintenance but,
more importantly, it was really an inner journey that
changed me forever, for which I am grateful.
Marie Haas, Guest Contributor

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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PASSPORT

AMERICA

The “Original” & World’s Largest 50% Discount Camping Club

Name:

Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates & valuable info
online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with updates
on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy
to serve you!

Address:
Phone:

Email:

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4 Months
FREE

$109

Plus 6
Months FREE

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $24.00)

(You Save $45.00)

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer

Sunset over Rover's
Roost, an Escapees SKP
Co-Op RV park eight miles
from Casa Grande, Arizona

Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Visit Arizona—A Winter Paradise

Magazine

The Sonoran Desert is a winter paradise. If hiking, biking,
paddling, birding, native history or motorcycling pique your
interest, the Casa Grande, Arizona, area may be your next
winter escape.
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Hiking: Casa Grande Mountain can be found right in
the town; it’s on the southern border with three major
trailheads. The western trailhead up to the cell towers
will earn your cardio merit badge for the day. The northern and eastern trailheads avoid the direct ascent and
provide miles of well-marked trails through the Sonoran
landscape. Most venomous inhabitants will be sound
asleep until the temperature nears 90 degrees.
For the more experienced in-shape hikers, Picacho Peak
offers trails with cables and metal walkways to get you
through the more harrowing areas.
Biking: My Sunday riding group usually starts at 8:00
a.m. in the winter. We begin at AZ 387 and McCartney
roads, then proceed north over I-10 and continue right to
stay on AZ 387 up and over to AZ 87 and return the way
you came. Twenty-four miles, 800 feet of climbing and
L’Grande Café, a delightful little breakfast place, when
you’re done. For mountain bikers, the eastern and northern trailheads of Casa Grande Mountain are favorite
rides. Riders looking for a challenge can head to Tucson
for the November Tour de Tucson 111-mile ride or the
blast up Mt. Lemon, a 29-mile climb at an average five
percent grade with a 9,000-ft. summit. (There’s skiing
there in the middle of winter, so check the weather.)
May/June 2020

Paddling: First, let me say wherever you see the
word paddling, you can insert fishing. Heading north
and east from Casa Grande are two river systems, the
Verde and Salt. The Verde River has Horseshoe and
Bartlett Lakes, and the Salt has Roosevelt, Apache,
Canyon and Saguaro Lakes. All lakes are man-made
with easy launches and boat ramps. My particular
favorite is Canyon Lake with vertical walls soaring
1,000 feet straight out of the water, big horn desert
sheep and eagles can be seen. Large- and small-mouth
bass, catfish and crappie will keep you focused below
the water line.
Birding: You can see raptors, vultures, road runners,
burrowing pygmy owls, curved bill thrashers with their
amazing songs, sandhill cranes (at Whitewater Draw) and
Canadian geese, to name a very few.
Native History: the ruins of Casa Grande are actually in Coolidge 20 miles east. Pueblo Grande on the
northern border of Sky Harbor in Phoenix and the cliff
dwellings at Tonto National Monument will whet your
appetite for knowledge of the Native Americans in the
area. Those of you Western buffs will enjoy Tombstone,
two hours southeast of Casa Grande, and Jacob Waltz,
the Lost Dutchman and his mine in the Superstition
Mountains.
Motorcyclists: This state was made for you! First rule
of thumb, if you leave Phoenix north and east, the elevation rises quickly and you can be in snow in two hours.
Everything south of Phoenix is a winter rider’s heaven.

Tips
Johnny Gibson
at the wheel of
his 1997 Prevost
Country Coach.

Escapees National
Headquarters
Holiday Closures
for 2020
The Escapees RV Club National
Headquarters observes
national holidays to coincide
with post office closures. For
your convenience, the dates for
2020 are listed below. Please
remember that Escapees mail
service and the club business
office will be closed on these
dates, so be sure to call ahead
for your mail.
May 25—Memorial Day
July 3—Independence Day
September 7—Labor Day
October 12—Columbus Day
November 11—Veterans Day
November 26 & 27—
Thanksgiving Day (2 days)
December 24—Christmas Eve
December 25—Christmas Day
December 31—New Year’s Eve

at one time or another. For some, it calls at
the end of a long career, luring us to wander
the blacktop roads and gravel paths of the
American countryside. For others, it calls
early in life with the recognition that living in
a sticks-and-bricks home with HOA fees, noisy
neighbors and an inability to really stretch
out and express yourself “just ain’t the life for
me.” For the drivers and crews of the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Series,
it’s equal parts career and lifestyle.

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about
matters that may be of interest or helpful to them. Material is compiled from submissions by
Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility
for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of
material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material. If accepted, submissions will be edited
for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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The country’s premier Sprint Car series crosses 24 states, to race 84 times
while navigating more than 30,000 miles of asphalt to dirt tracks all over the
country. Where teams in most of America’s top series return to their massive
shops each week to repair and prepare their cars for the next event, World of
Outlaws teams tend to stay on the road. Opting to work on their cars in hotel
and Walmart parking lots, many of these road warriors choose to travel in
RVs and buses from track to track.
Johnny Gibson has been traveling with the World of Outlaws for 25 years.
The iconic voice of the World of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Series
has been a full-time traveler for the last five of those years.
As their 42nd season gets underway, the drivers and teams will once again
be heading out on the road. Many of their events offer camping opportunities with both full hookups and dry-camping options. To catch up with the
traveling drivers and teams, you can find their schedule on page 5 and at
WorldofOutlaws.com. Follow the event info links for camping information on
each event, or call 844-DIRT-TIX for more information.
Submission and photos by James McMahen, Guest Contributor
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The closer you get to mid-March
through April, you can ride through
miles of desert wild flowers. Those
who love the twisties will enjoy AZ
88 from Apache Junction to Canyon
Lake. (Go early to avoid the lake
traffic.) First Friday of every month,
motorcycles on Main in downtown
Mesa, sunset till 10:00 p.m., Sturgisstyle parking for several hundred
of your closest friends. Food and
vendors to browse.
All this winter paradise can be
easily accessed from RoVers Roost,
the original Escapees SKP Co-Op
park. We are five miles east of Casa
Grande on Montgomery Rd., one
mile north of Interstate 8. Office
information: phone 520-426-3589,
e-mail rovers_roost@yahoo.com.
Gary Scallon #157044

RACING
AND RVING
The open road has called out to many of us

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

The Concept of Escapees CARE

CARE

Magazine

With many of you being new Escapees members, some of
you may not know the story of how Escapees CARE came
to be. Below is a column that I wrote for the September/
October 2014 issue of Escapees magazine explaining the
concept and development of the facility.
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The concept of Escapees CARE came about while
Escapees co-founder Kay Peterson was a registered
nurse supervisor in 1962, working in nursing homes.
Some patients started by living independently in an
apartment with the same basic services CARE residents
enjoy today. As their need required additional services,
they advanced to full 24-hour nursing care for their
remaining days. This sounded great until Kay learned
the patients paid a large, nonrefundable entrance fee
that often wiped out years of savings. In addition, they
paid monthly fees based on their income. Couples
were separately considered patients and paid under
those provisions. Kay promised herself that someday
she would start a similar facility where people would
not have to pay a large upfront fee, imperiling their life
savings, before they were satisfied with their care.
To make her dream become a reality, Kay had to
meet another dreamer, named John Flynn. Kay and her
husband, Joe, were on a visit to Australia where they
met John, a Presbyterian minister. After his ordination,
he was assigned to minister to folks in the Outback of
Australia, an area covering two million square miles. As
Flynn rode by horseback hundreds of miles from one
station to the other, ministering to his flock, he observed
the isolation of the people and the need for healthcare.
With assistance from the government, he provided
ham radios to each station, with medicine in numbered
bottles. The station communicated with doctors who
prescribed medications by the numbers. Flynn’s next
task was to physically connect critically ill patients to a
doctor. This would require airplanes. He accomplished
this feat by explaining the need to everyone he knew,
May/June 2020

asking them to send whatever money they could afford
(known today as crowd sourcing). This led to what would
become the world’s model Flying Doctor Service.
Returning from Australia in 1992 armed with the
spirit of John Flynn, Kay and Joe headed to attend an
Escapade in California. They gathered six friends together
to develop the concept for CARE, Continuing Assistance
for Retired Escapees. Kay incorporated Escapees CARE
in 1992, 30 years after her initial dream. The residency
program started in 1994, and the CARE Center opened in
1995. The adult day care program (ADC) opened to the
public in 2000.
Unlike the millions of other deserving charities in the
U.S., CARE benefits Escapees! If you are full-time RVing
but need an operation with follow-up rehab and medical
appointments, come to CARE! Even when all sites are
occupied, we will fit you in, provide you with essential
transportation, food, laundry and housekeeping. If you
or a friend need to stop driving due to failing vision,
either of you can find CARE to rest, recover or recuperate in our residency program providing Independent
living for Escapees members. If your spouse suffers from
dementia or other ailments, our day activity and health
services (Adult Day Care) program is available to provide
you necessary breaks. We have the only ADC in Polk
County. Give yourself the gift of CARE, y’all.
My dream is to bring Kay’s vision of continuing assistance to as many Escapees in need as possible.
Russ Johnson #96114, Escapees CARE Executive Director

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our
center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours a week for four weeks,
driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.paypal.
com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or through
a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees CARE. For further
details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com or visit
www.escapeescare.org |

TV That Travels With You

Escapees Exclusive Offer

GET $50 OFF
A DISH OUTDOORS SATELLITE
ANTENNA BUNDLE*

USE CODE: ESCP
DISH Outdoors In 3 Easy Steps
1

2

3

Choose a DISH Outdoors
compatible satellite antenna.

Add a Wally® HD
receiver.

Call 1-877-740-5082
to activate.

Portable, automatic, HD satellite
antenna for your adventures.

Bundle a receiver with your antenna
to take advantage of more savings.

Pay As You Go from $42.99/mo*,
with no contracts or commitments.

Visit DISHForMyRV.com/Escapees or call 1-877-740-5082
*Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers
subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead
to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers. Offer ends 7/15/2020. Additional restrictions may apply.

From the Bookshelf

GUIDE BOOKS
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

BEST HIKES HOUSTON: THE GREATEST VIEWS,
WILDLIFE AND FOREST STROLLS
KEITH STELTER AND MATT FORSTER, FALCON GUIDES 2020
ISBN: 978-1493042531, KINDLE: $15.79, PAPERBACK $17.60

This guidebook is filled with photos
and extensive maps of the best hikes
within an hour’s drive of Houston,
Texas. Some of the maps even show
available routes from Livingston,
so this guide would be helpful to
residents and visitors at Rainbow’s
End. The trips would be perfect for a
day’s adventure with other Escapees
or guests. The maps are detailed
and even show GPS coordinates for
the trailheads for each hike. Colorful and spectacular
photos, trail descriptions, distances, difficulties and any
rules about canine companions make this a comprehensive guidebook for anyone wishing a day-hike outing in
the Houston area.
BE MORE DOG: LEARNING TO LIVE IN THE NOW
ENJOYING EVERY DAY TO THE FULLEST ON THE
ROAD TO HAPPINESS
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RENE AGREDANO AND JIM NELSON #103274, AGREDANO COMMUNICATIONS
ISBN: 978-1-7334689-0-9, PAPERBACK: $14.95, E-BOOK: $4.99
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This marvelous book is an homage to the many different
kinds of love. In it, we see the love of a couple for each
other and their special dog, Jerry, and the love and
guidance that Jerry gave back to them and the love of
learning to live in the now, the joys of travel, being alive
and constantly learning to enjoy your daily life’s
special moments.
Rene and Jim were living the busy lifestyle
of two workaholic entrepreneurs when their
heart-and-soul dog, Jerry G. Dawg, was
diagnosed with terminal cancer and had to
have his leg amputated. When they were
given the grim prognosis by the vet, that
Jerry had only months to live, they took a
leap, closed their business, sold their house
and possessions and bought an RV. This
enabled them to have their final adventure
as a pack with their dog.
On their two-year odyssey, which is in
itself an epic road trip, from northern California through
the Southwestern deserts, to the Atlantic coast of Maine
and down to Florida, then back to the Rockies, Jerry
showed them how to live each day, caring for each other
and learning valuable life skills. They are still on the road
after more than 10 years.
This beautifully written book allows us to share in
their adventures, their daily life challenges and how to
May/June 2020

OH MY GOODNESS, THERE IS A
HAINT IN HILLISTER!
CARRIE HENDRIX #50066, WWW.AMAZON.COM/
CARRIE-HENDRIX/E/B084CBB4GZ/REF=DP_BYLINE_
CONT_EBOOKS_1, KINDLE: $2.99, PAPERBACK: $9.99

For those like me who enjoy a
murder mystery intertwined
with the paranormal, this newly
released fiction tale by Carrie
Hendrix #50066 is for you.
Carrie hones her writing skills,
along with her experiences with the paranormal,
in the first of her Podunk Paranormal Series.
This story follows psychic Samantha Thorne
as she volunteers to help with the investigation
of a local homicide that drags her deep into a
paranormal realm, testing her skills as well as her
emotional well-being.
Although the story is set in the fictitious town
of Hillister, the simple lifestyle and persona of
the characters in the book could be familiar to
anyone who has lived in the back country of a
small town.
Carrie Hendrix is the wife of Escapees RV
Club’s longtime IT specialist, James Hendrix. They
welcome you to check out their Facebook page,
“East Texas Unusual,” that is dedicated to unusual
topics such as Bigfoot, paranormal subjects, UFO
sightings and cryptozoology.
Editor, Tammy Johnson

live simply, like their canine co-pilot, Jerry, who helped
Rene and Jim become “more dog.” It is a delight to
read and very thought-provoking as we gently learn the
lessons that exuberant, happy Jerry G. Dawg taught. It
is life-affirming, but it might bring a tear to the
eye as we share their lives.
The important life lessons that Rene and
Jim learned set them off on a new way of
looking at what is really important in life.
All these lessons were taught by their
three-legged canine teacher. As a result
of their trip, Rene became the co-founder
of an online support community for
three-legged pets and their people, www.
tripawds.com. This website provides emotional and medical support, suggestions
on caring for a three-paw family member,
a store with supplies and resources, forums and a photo
gallery of intrepid three-legged companions.
In addition, Rene and Jim created a website about
living and working on the road (www.liveworkdream.
com) that offers advice and support for full-time RVers,
especially those who need to work from the road. Rene
and Jim are definitely Escapees worth knowing. If you
see them on the road or at Land’s End, give them a
special big hug in thanks for this inspirational book.

Weight and Safety
This date code shows the tire was made
during the 34th week of 2014, add 7 years
to that and you get 2021.
So, depending on it’s condition, it could
have one year of life left.

Weight and Safety Tip

TIRE DATE CODES
By JIM KOCA #86367
Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor

Magazine

The tire date code tells you when the tire was made. This
is important because old tires are subject to greater
stress, which can result in tire failure. Most tire manufacturers agree that RV tires are good for five to seven years.
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T

he date code will be located on one side of the tire. After locating
the code, you will find a string of letters and numbers beginning with
DOT. At the end of this string, you will find four numbers. The first
two numbers will be the calendar week and the last two numbers will
be the year the tire was made. If your tires are approaching the five-year
mark, it’s time to start thinking about buying a new set. When you purchase
new tires, always check the date code. If the tires were made more than six
months earlier, ask for newer tires. For your records, it helps to take a picture
of the date code for future reference. For optimum performance, keep your
tires inflated to the manufacturer’s recommend air pressure.

The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights
for your RV, toad and tow vehicle,
and it will help you to trim the
pounds if needed.

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Other
times may be available. Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

This practical tip and
others are found in
The RVer’s Ultimate
Survival Guide.
May/June 2020

The RVer’s
Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL
936-327-8873, OR VISIT
WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE.
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
SmartWeigh weighing
is available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/
smartweigh

®

“We have so much more freedom
camping off grid.”
Freedom is what’s most important to Olivia and Kyle Brady. That’s
why they left their jobs, sold everything, and became open road
nomads. Now, they’re embarking on a new journey, the renovation
of a ‘79 Airstream Argosy, and they know exactly where their power
is coming from.
“Battle Born has played such a huge part in our renovation journey.
We’re confident their batteries will keep us powered, even in the
most remote locations.” — Kyle and Olivia Brady,“Drivin’ and Vibin’”

Less Limits, More Adventure
• Only weighs 30 lbs.
• 10 year warranty
• No maintenance, no venting
• Drop-in replacement
• 2-3x the power in the same space

Get out there, stay out there.

SM

BattleBornBatteries.com

Viewfinder

SACRED GROUND

This is a photo of Christ Cathedral in Garden
Grove, California. It is now owned by the Catholic
Diocese of Orange, but it was dedicated in 1960
as Crystal Cathedral by Rev Robert Schuller,
and he used it for many years for his famous
“Hour of Power,” which was watched world-wide
by millions. BY FRAN SMITH #83749

This photo was taken in the “old, original” cemetery in Livingston, Texas, at the
corner of SH 146 and Church Street. I think the beauty and serenity of the place
speaks for itself, and it’s practically in the middle of town. BY VICKY OLEAS #59989
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This photo was taken in in Navajo National Park, more commonly known as Monument Valley. You are limited as to where you can drive or walk as the Navajos
consider this sacred ground. Approaching one of the many viewpoints, we came
across trail horses resting and captured this photo. BY CHARLIE AND BEV DI PIETRO #86857
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SHARE YOUR VIEW—
A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name,
Escapees membership number, a description
of the photo and the name of the photographer,
even if you took the photo. Only a few photos
will be selected for each issue. Submissions do
not qualify for payment.

Haywood County Vietnam Memorial, Waynesville,
North Carolina. BY CATHY BENTON #64041

SO20 (Due May 10) RV Garden Show us a photo
of how you’ve integrated gardening into your RV
lifestyle.
ND20 (Due July 10) RVing Patriots
JF21 (Due September 10) Off-roading
MA21 (Due May 10) Roadside Farmer’s Market

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Want to Workamp, but don’t
know where to start?
Start here!

with Workamper News
®

• Thousands of Workamping jobs (online and in our magazine)
• Articles, videos, and online resources
• Connection with like-minded RVers
• Online tools to help you market yourself to employers
• Research tools to help find a Workamping job that’s a match

Live your RV dreams now
- by Workamping!

www.workamper.com
800-446-5627 • info@workamper.com
Helping Great People Find Great Jobs in Great Places for Over 30 Years!

The term Workamper® was created and
trademarked by us back in 1987!

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

Solar?

RVING BUDGET

Q. We just purchased a new
travel trailer that is solar ready.
Occasionally, I camp at facilities that
don’t have hookups, so I’d like to get a
solar panel and another battery. How
big of a panel would I need to keep two
batteries charged? I’ve read online
that you can get anywhere from 5W
to 100W panels, so I’m confused. Also,
when I do hook up two batteries in a
series or parallel, can you advise me
on how to hook them up?

Magazine
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A. There is no easy answer to your
question. Adding solar charging
to an RV is a surprisingly complex
task. You must first determine what
your expected energy use will be,
and then add enough batteries
and enough panels to meet that
need. You’ll also need a charge
controller that is properly sized for
the system you are installing. In
my experience, most “solar ready”
RVs don’t really have the proper
wiring and controllers already in
place. It’s more of a sales gimmick.
Your RV may be different, but it
takes an experienced eye to tell
the difference. Take a look at this
site: www.rvsolarelectric.com. They
have a lot of good documentation
and tools to help you learn more
about solar and how to properly
size and design a system that
will meet your needs. You
may also want to take
a look at my battery
page, the 12-V side
of life: www.marxrv.
com/12volt/12volt.
htm. I have battery wiring
charts and a lot of info about
batteries and charging on
this site.
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Q. My husband and I are new to RVing. We’re starting out on our new nationwide road trip adventure by travel trailer. We have a 28 ft. Shadow Cruiser.
Right now, before we embark on going all in, I would like to know from an experienced RVer what all we might encounter on the road so I can budget. Right now
I factor in monthly payment, insurance, food, gas, RV park fees and maintenance.
What don’t I know?
Renee
A. That’s a pretty involved question, but if you think about it, you’re going
to continue to live pretty much like you do now. A lot of folks believe that
full-time RVing is an inexpensive way to live. I believe that if you take what
it is costing you to live right now, subtract house payments, utilities and
taxes, etc., and add fuel, maintenance and camping estimates, you will come
pretty close to reality. If you like to eat out a lot, you will probably still do
so on the road. If you enjoy a hobby or two, chances are you will continue to
enjoy them while traveling. If you like to spend a night on the town regularly,
full-time RVing isn’t going to change that. These costs will not magically
disappear simply because you are living in an RV. To really save money to
a significant degree you have to make compromises, like work-camping or
camp-hosting and live a frugal lifestyle. I don’t want to base every decision
on the road on what it costs. For me, it’s more important to see and experience everything and to travel extensively. This all costs money. “It costs what
it costs” has become my byword for full-time finances. You wanna dance, you
must pay the band. On the positive side, I think you get a lot for the money!
These great experiences are worth a lot, and there’s just no way to put a
price tag on the friendships and special moments. Enjoy your adventure, and
don’t worry too much about keeping tight schedules either!

Mark, My Words
Parked Class-C

Q. What do you suggest for maintaining my class-C RV
when it is parked at an RV park for more then a week
while my wife and I are living in it? I am thinking of running
the generator. Should I run the RV engine, and should I
discount and take a short drive?
Butch
A. If you’re parked for a week or two, you really don’t
need to do anything to keep the coach limbered up. If
you’ll be sitting for a month or more, then it’s a good
idea to run the generator for a few hours under load,
and drive the RV long enough for everything to come up
to operating temperature. Once a month is often enough
for that. Remember to check the water levels in your
house batteries once a month, and add distilled water as
needed to keep them topped off. Batteries sometimes
use a lot of water during those long periods when
hooked up to shore power. It depends on the coach and
what type of converter or charger it has.

HOUSE
BATTERY LIFE
Q. We’ve had a Renegade Villagio since 2015. The house

battery was replaced in 2016 because it was not holding
a charge. Now the second battery is not holding a charge.
We run the motorhome twice a month, more if the weather is really cold or hot. Our RV tech did not find any issues
with the inverter. From what I’ve read, the house battery
should have a longer life than two years. Should we be
removing the battery during the winter months or have
the RV connected to shore power?
Yvonne

Q. We are planning to go to Alaska for the summer, and
we have a 40-ft. 2007 T Allegro bus with a full residential
refrigerator. It usually needs four batteries, but that’s all
we have. Our batteries are dead, corroded and don’t hold
a charge. My husband, Randy, wants to replace the four
225 6-volt, deep-cycle batteries with taller batteries with
more hours, at least 350 amp hours. We can do the maintenance batteries, but unfortunately we do not have space
for six batteries unless we do some work to enlarge the
basement area. We have the two engine batteries in the
same compartment. So, my questions are: What batteries
would you suggest and where should we buy them? Should
we do the work to put in six batteries, and where do we go
to get the work done?
Sandy

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must
not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy
issues. Due to the large volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge
receipt of your material. Material will be edited. Questions and
answers with the highest general interest may be repeated
in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark,
My Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 773519300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM

May/June 2020

31

Magazine

A. If you have the room in the existing battery box,
and the additional weight isn’t going to be a problem,
then the taller batteries will give you more amp hours
in the same footprint. Trojan’s L-16 is a possibility: It’s a
little bigger in footprint than the batteries you currently
have, but is almost twice the capacity. (Specifications: 6
volts, 420 amp-hours at the 20-hour rate, dimensions
11.625"L x 7.125"W x 16.75"H, weight 113 lbs, BCI
group Size L16.) Notice the weight, however, since it
can be really hard to install such heavy batteries if you
don’t have a forklift or something to help lift them into
place. Another concern: Is the existing battery mounting
structure in the motorhome able to safely handle the
additional weight? Lifeline also makes an L-16. There
aren’t many other choices, unless you either get into
lithium, which is more expensive, or expand your bank
with sealed AGM batteries, which can be placed almost
anywhere since they do not vent. Finally, it may be
possible to relocate your chassis batteries to make more
room in your existing battery compartment. That would
require fabricating a new support for them and rewiring,
but it is an option. Once you figure out which batteries
you want, shop around for the best price. If you go to
AGMs, Sam’s Club sometimes carries them. You might
consider talking to someone who installs and sells RV
solar systems, as they should have some experience in
adding batteries.
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A. If you’re storing the RV for long periods, you need to
make some kind of accommodation for battery charging.
Not only do batteries slowly lose their charge when
sitting idle, most RVs will have a few small electrical
loads that are drawing power from the house batteries
all the time. Without some kind of charging to offset this
slow discharge, these small loads will run the batteries
down. Batteries that have been discharged significantly
and left in a discharged state will have a shortened life.
Simply running the motorhome for 10 or 15 minutes
may not be enough to recharge the batteries. There
are several options: You can plug the RV into AC power
during the storage period; this will allow the internal
charging system to keep the batteries charged. You’ll
still need to check water levels in the batteries regularly.
Another option is to disconnect the house batteries,
remove them and store them in a place where you can
put a battery maintainer on them, or charge them with
an automotive battery charger every 30 to 60 days.
This is a bit of a hassle, but is the best option if you don’t
have AC power at the storage facility or if the weather
gets extremely cold during storage. If you keep your
batteries fully charged throughout the storage period,
they should last a lot longer.

REPLACING BATTERIES

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES:
NOVEMBER 13–15, 2020

Rainbows End, Livingston, Texas

ESCAPADE, MARCH 18–20, 2021

For more information, call

APRIL 16–17, 2021

or to register for an event, visit

Tucson, Arizona

SKP ACRE, Dillard, Georgia

936-327-8873

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

Day’s End

Flaming Gorge, Sweetwater County, Wyoming.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

FREE AND LOW-COST PARKING FINDS
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383, Download the entire online directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.

The Day’s End Directory is a valuable tool
to help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow
Escapees RVing members. These parking
selections highlight seasonal boondocking
options for your RV travels.
UTAH

Dutch John: Wide pull-out areas every two mi between MM 3 and
22 on SR 44, SE of Manila, no restrictive signs. Greendale RA/vista
point signed No Camping, may get ticketed for O/N. Graeme and
Jennifer Chaston #107845
Dutch John: D and CGs (Flaming Gorge NRA, NF), FR 183. From
jct. US 40 and US 191 in Vernal UT, go 35 mi N to jct with SR 44.
continue R on US 191, go 4 mi to FR 183, TL toward Cedar Springs
Marina, go 1/4 mi to FR 393, D ($6).
2) 1/2 mi from US 191, 40.90728 -109.44296, TL at Deer Run CG
entrance sign (FR-388). 24 mostly-unlevel sites, tables, fire rings.

Manila: Cove Beach CG, Lucerne Valley Rec Area (NF). BD. Tables,
pit toilets, trash pickup. $10, S/A Pass 1/2, + use fee. 16-day limit.
From jct SR 44/43 in town, go 3.9 mi E then NE on SR 43 (becomes
WY SR 530), TR on Lucerne Valley Rd, go 2.5 mi E, TL (N) on State
Line Cove Rd (dirt), go 0.2 mi, TR, go 0.4 mi to CG along Flaming
Gorge Reservoir shore. N41 0.004 W109 36.253. Fits 20 rigs any
size. Beautiful side trip (sm vehicle) on Sheep Creek Loop S of Manila.
Skip and Linda Pohle #102349
Manila: Lg gravel pullouts, SR 44 MM 3, 7, 15.5 and 20. Bill and
Priscilla Scott #87327
Manila: BD (NF), dispersed sites. Free. 16-day limit. From Manila,
go 22 mi S on SR 44 (some 8 percent grades), turn W on FR 218
(paved, is S end of Sheep Creek Loop), go 5 mi to Deep Creek Rd
(FR 539). N40.87747 W109.75969. Lg, level, open, good graded
gravel interior rds (open to ATVs), lg rigs OK, elev 8270'. No Verizon.
Jim and Deb Christensen #120024
Manila: CG and BD areas, FR 221 and FR 96 (NF). BD areas free.
16-day limit. 22 mi S of town on SR 44, TR (W) on S (upper) end of
FR 218/Sheep Creek Geological Loop (paved), go 3 mi, TL on FR 221
(good gravel/dirt, dusty but light traffic).
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Dutch John: BD (NF). Dispersed sites. Free. W side of SR 191, MM
381.2 (12 mi S of Flaming Gorge Dam). Coming from the dam, TR
at bend in rd, watch 1st for ‘ATV crossing’ sign, then Hiking Trail #25
at the rd. Reasonable access for vehicles up to 30' (though lg travel
trailers were there). 0.2 mi on unpaved rd to 1st camp spot.. Do not
go in if wet as it could be hard to turn around. 8000' elev.

3) One mi from US 191, TL at Cedar Springs CG entrance sign (FR
392). 24 sites, tables, fire rings. Threaded potable W spigots, vault
toilets, dumpsters. $24, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. Mid-May–Sep.
Reserve: recreation.gov. RV length <40'. 6100' elev. Many sites have
views of Flaming Gorge Reservoir and mtns around. John and Bonnie
Archer #113438
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Dutch John: BD (NF). Dispersed sites. Vault toilets. Free. E side of SR
191, MM 376 (17 mi S of Flaming George Dam). Good access, huge,
good unpaved loop rd with camp areas, some shaded. Okay for lg rigs
towing and many lg sites. ATVs ride on W side of SR 191. 8400' elev.

Potable W, flush toilets, showers, dumpsters. $25, S/A Pass 1/2.
14-day limit. Mid May–mid Oct. Reserve: recreation.gov. RV length
<40'. 6200' elev. Good Verizon. Flaming Gorge Reservoir less than
one mi below the CG.

Day’s End
LET’S JOIN TOGETHER TO SAVE OUR PUBLIC
LANDS FOR FUTURE RV GENERATIONS
Escapees RV Club has created a list of best
practices and etiquette to help RVers be good
neighbors to each other and the land. Following
these guidelines will help ensure that our public
lands will remain beautiful treasures to which
we can retreat as we travel.

Green River: Dispersed sites (BLM). Some fire rings. Free. I-80 x89,
exit onto W Flaming Gorge Way, go 0.25 mi, TL on White Mountain
Rd/Wild Horse Canyon Rd/CR 53 (gravel), go 3 mi uphill. Several gravel
OLICY and nearly level sites on R. 41.549 -109.421. Some sites overlook
P
G
IN
K
OC
BOOND
the city. May be windy at top. Rd continues to Rock Springs, but best
RVERS
to come from Green River. Bob Arel #119654
Public

Lands

Parking

tte

Etique

READ MORE ON PAGES 44-48.

1) Go 0.5 mi to two lg grassy areas on L, 0.1 mi apart, 100' off hwy.
Rock fire ring at each. Room for several sm-med rigs.
2) Go 2.2 mi from FR 218 to pull-out on R, ATV staging area, trailhead.
3) Go 5 mi from FR 218, TL on FR 96, go 1.8 mi to Browne Lake CG.
20 primitive sites, tables, fire rings. Vault toilets. $14, S/A Pass 1/2.
Mid-May–mid-Sep. Sites in 2 loops, several with full lake view, a few
nestled into trees above it. Stream, dam, fishing. Beaver Creek trailhead at jct FR 221 and 96. Ute Mtn Lookout trailhead across dam
just past campground. All other access open after CG closes in Sept.
4) There are several sm sites along FR 221 and FR 96 on the way to
Browne Lake.
5) Just past Browne Lake, CG on FR 96, just before dam, TR, go 1/2
mi on potholed rd to 2 lg BD sites.
Note) All the above can be accessed from N (lower) end of FR 218, 10
mi S of town, but it is a more difficult uphill grade than via SR 44. There
are spectacular views on N 2/3 of loop, but it’s easier to go down it
after camping, and that provides better views. Debby Beatty #135578
Manila: BD (NF). Free. 16-day limit. 26 mi S of town on SR 44, turn
NE on FR 588. 40.85755 -109.68151. Excellent 1/8-mi gravel side
rd immed to L, loops back to FR 588. Minimal hwy noise. Room for
3-6 rigs of any size. Elev 7700'. No AT&T. Jim and Deb Christensen
#120024

WYOMING

Farson: Vacant lot next to ice cream store. No facilities. Free. Ask permission. Jct. US 191 and SR 28, across from gas sta. Room for lg rigs.
Skip and Linda Pohle #102349
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Granger: Pullout. US 30 MM 89. N41.61 W109.97. Guy Gipson #84383
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Green River: D and flush W. Free. From I-80Bus (E Flaming Gorge
Way) in town, go S on SR 530. Just across Green River, at 1st stop
light, TL on Astle Ave, go 1 mi just past horse area, TL at dump sign
into area with 2 dump sites and flush W. Potable W for fee, may be
locked up out of season. Not reported as an O/N location. Darel and
Florence Albin #97044
Green River: Lost Dog Use Area, Flaming Gorge NRA (NF). Lg open
area. Good gravel pkg. Pit toilet. Use fee. 16-day limit. From I-80Bus
(E Flaming Gorge Way) in town, go 8 mi S on SR 530, TL on good
gravel rd at sign, Lost Dog. Go 9 mi down to the mouth of Blacks
Fork Riv where it empties into Flaming Gorge Reservoir. Any size rig.
Mark and Renita Brackin #101536
Green River: Pullouts. No facilities. No signs. SR 530 MM 17.2
and 23.5. Along W side of Flaming Gorge Reservoir. Bill and Priscilla
Scott #87327

Little America: Little America, pkg lot. W, D. Free. Permission not
needed. I-80 x68, N side. TL (W) in front of gas sta/C-store/restaurant.
Huge blacktop pkg for RVs, S of bldg. Southmost side of lot has parallel
pkg for lg vehicles with nice grassy lawn next to curbs. N41 32.616
W109 51.482. 6425' elev. Staff said red W faucet by D (behind repair
shop) is potable. Diner, very lg 75c ice cream cones are a speciality.
Fuel, propane, motel. Clean and dust-free. Free WiFi thruout complex,
no password needed. Robert Childre #96032
Rock Springs: Pullouts, on way to Flaming Gorge NRA. No prohibitive signs. 6 mi W of Rock Springs, I-80 x99, go 12 mi S on US 191.
N41.39374 W109.30032.
1) Paved pullout, W side of hwy. Room for several lg RVs.
2) Continue 1.4 mi on US 191, TR (W) on CR 33/Flaming Gorge Rd,
go 0.6 mi. 41 22 36N 109 18 1W. Gravel overlook for Big Firehole
Canyon. Signed from W but not from E. Room for 1 RV. Before NRA
boundary. 7190' elev. Jack and Dottie Barry #65881
Rock Springs: Firehole Canyon CG, Flaming Gorge NRA (NF). 40
BD sites with ramadas, tables, firepits. W and D. Rest rooms/free hot
showers. $20, S/A Pass 1/2. $40 double site, may be no discount.
16-day limit. 6 mi W of Rock Springs, go S 14 mi on US 191 from
I-80 x99. At MM 515 go W 10 mi on CR 33 (paved). N41 21.074
W109 26.693. Most sites are less than 35', 4 sites 40'. Not all sites
are level. All sites are spectacularly gorgeous with views of sculptured
rocks and reservoir. Boat ramp, beach. Very minimal cell, satellite OK.
Jack and Karen Cotton #114131
Rock Springs: Dispersed sites, Flaming Gorge NRA (NF). Host at
Firehole Canyon CG offered use of showers and D. Use fee. 16-day
limit. 6 mi W of Rock Springs, I-80 x99, go 14 mi S on US 191. At MM
515, go 10 mi W on CR 33 (paved), continue past Firehole Canyon
CG (rd becomes dirt) W, then S. Numerous side rds end at reservoir
and are OK for sm-med RVs. 4WD not needed on most rds. Limited
turnaround space. 2 seen with RVs: N41 18.984 W109 29.074 and
N41 5.855 W109 30.889. Jack and Dottie Barry #65881
Rock Springs: US 191, pullouts and pkg areas. O/N OK. Most no
facilities. Free. No prohibitive signs. S to N, MM 10.5, Pkg areas,
both sides, 9 mi N of I-80 x104 (0.2 mi N of jct US 191 and Chilton Rd, which has brown signs to petroglyphs, Boars Tusk, etc).
41.72895 -109.27665. Level space for 4-6 rigs. Excellent Verizon.
Some hwy noise.
1) MM 11.7, both sides, paved, room for lg rigs, 2-entry/exit.
2) 27, paved pullout.
3) 36.5, E side, lg gravel RA, table, toilet. Room to turn around.
4) 39, wide paved pullout.
5) 49, wide paved pullout, historical marker.
6) 49.6, Big Sandy SRA. Table, pit toilet. Free. 14-day limit. Open all
yr. Go 2 mi E from US 191 on gravel county rd, which is a little rough.
7 sites at 1st CG (0.5 mi past bridge, right on water’s edge). N42
15.545 W109 25.689. Any size rig. Bill and Priscilla Scott #87327

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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“Honey. . . Let’s
give it a shot”

“We need a Giraffe G4!”

Know the height
before you go...
GiraffeG4.com

1-877-543-1087

LARGEST RV CONSIGNMENT DEALER IN THE USA!
Let The Experts Do The Work For You!

Sell Your RV! It’s Simple, PPL Can:
SELL YOUR RV ON CONSIGNMENT.
TRADE-IN YOUR CURRENT RV ON ONE
OF OVER 750 IN OUR INVENTORY.
BUY YOUR RV FOR CASH.

Call Today For A Free RV Appraisal!

SHOPPING AT PPL IS LIKE GOING
TO AN RV SHOW FOR USED RVS!
Hundreds Of Pre-Owned Motor Homes,
Travel Trailers, Fifth Wheels &
Toy Haulers Priced To Drive Away!

3 Great Locations!

Great Buys On
Parts & Accessories!

(Houston & Cleburne Locations)

10777 Southwest Freeway • Houston, TX
5270 IH-35 North • New Braunfels, TX
2408 North Main • Cleburne, TX

PPLmotorhomes.com • 800.755.4775

And Why You Should Care
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

In mid-January 2020, 90-yearold Lizzie Chimaugak, the eldest
member of the Yup’ik Alaskan
Natives, was chosen to be the
first person counted in the official
U.S. 2020 Census.

T

he official “starting point” for the
2020 Census is a remote fishing village, Toksok Bay, Alaska. Because this
far northern Alaskan location is more
accessible in the winter than the spring, the
count began in mid-January 2020 when U.S.
Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham
arrived by plane and then on a snowmobile.
Prior to 1900, few native Americans were
included in the census. Although the U.S.
purchased Alaska from Russia in 1867, it
didn’t become a state until 1959, and the
people living there weren’t counted in the
census until the following year, in 1960. This
year, in celebration of the 2020 census, the
inhabitants of this village performed various
dances, hosted potluck meals and used the
census as a social studies learning exercise
to show “democracy at work.”
Why does this matter to full-time
RVers? The U.S. plans to count every
single human being in this country for the
2020 Census, and where you live is how
they try to count you.
So, when asked, “Where do you, a fulltime RVer, live?” what will be your answer?
History: The Constitution of the United
States was ratified in 1787 and has been
counting its population every 10 years since
1790. Article I, Section 2, of our Constitution
states that each state shall have two senators, no matter the size of the population.
On the other hand, the Constitution
originally stated that the number of
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congressional reps in the House of
Representatives “shall not exceed one for
every 30,000, but each state shall have at
least one representative.” So, in 1790, each
representative was supposed to not represent more than 30,000 people. In order to
determine the total number of inhabitants,
the first census took 18 months to complete
using 16 U.S. marshals and 650 assistants to
count a population of 3.9 million people.
By 1900, each representative represented, on average, 210,000 people. In 1911,
Congress passed the Apportionment Act,
limiting the total number of representatives
to 435. As a result, each congressperson
today represents an average of 710,000.
Every 10 years, after the census is taken,
each state is apportioned its new number of
representatives. It is each state’s responsibility to divide the state into districts for each
of its congresspeople. In sum, the census
determines the number of congresspeople
apportioned to each state. Not only has
the U.S. population grown to be 85 times
that first count, but the land area has also
changed, and even how people live has
changed, too.

For What Is the Data Used?

Today the data is not only used to determine
the number of congressional representatives
for each state, it is also used to determine
where to upgrade Internet to 5G and where
to build the next Starbucks, where to
increase mass transit and add new roads,
or where to build the next hospital and add
more clinics. However, as with so many other
places and things in our society, the questions on the census assume that you and I
do not carry our house with us.

Legal Opinion

So how should you, a full-time RVer, answer
the census? There’s a section for those “who

do not have a permanent place to live,” but
that’s not you. You have a permanent place
to live, you just take it with you. You are
asked to identify everyone “living here,” but
where’s “here”?
In 2000, after an election for Polk
County commissioner in Livingston, Texas,
Escapees members were singled out as
persons who should not have been allowed
to vote in Polk County because they lived
in their RVs and not in Livingston, Texas.
Escapees advocated for the right of its
members to vote where they were “domiciled.” Thousands claimed Livingston (Polk
County), Texas, as their home. The case
went all the way to the Texas Ninth Court
of Appeals, which held that those who lived
in RVs full-time who claimed Polk County as
their “domicile” could vote in that county.
The court affirmed that those Escapees
members who chose Livingston, Texas, as
their “home” lived in Polk County, Texas, for
all intents and purposes. Escapees members
who call Livingston, Polk County, Texas, their
home register their vehicles in Polk County,
Texas, and get called for jury duty in Polk
County. This is where they have their vehicle
insurance, health insurance, doctors, banks,
library cards, accountants and lawyers. And
when they die, this is where their wills are
probated. Therefore, they are “domiciled” in
Polk County, Texas.

have more restaurants. An increase in the
population might also determine when the
county will receive grants for such improvements as bicycle paths, running trails and
sidewalks. Many of the roads in the county
need repair. Even some roads and bridges
that were damaged by Hurricane Harvey are
still in disrepair.
Judge Murphy told us that “the 2020
Census is extremely important to East Texas
and its residents. Since the Escapees were
one of the groups that were under-counted
or under-represented in 2010, we are
making every effort to make sure that
history doesn’t repeat itself, along with
implementing census requirements within
the spirit of the law.” Essentially, the
census could not understand how to count
Escapees members who called Livingston,
Texas, “home.” This 2020 census seems to
have a similar problem, and although there
was an attempt made to have each Escapees
member receive the census folder through
the mail at their Escapees address, this has
not happened.
While Escapees RV Club cannot directly
advise you on the interpretation of the census instructions, Judge Murphy urges each
of you full-time RVers to please complete
the form with your domicile address. Visit
my2020census.gov to start the process.

The Census Question

The 10-year census process and its historical roots are exciting. The census was a
part of the original Constitution because
our founding fathers knew what “taxation
without representation” could do to
people. They wanted to ensure that every
10 years there would be an accurate count
of those living in the United States so that
all would be represented. Although originally it failed to count Native Americans, it
has evolved. This year the 2020 Census is
striving to count us all. Polk County Judge
Sydney Murphy has urged full-time RVers
to “complete the Census form using your
domicile as the place you ‘live,’ not where
you spent the previous night.”

So, when you are asked “Where do you
live?” on the census, look at your driver
license. The address on that license is your
“domicile.” “Domicile” means “the place you
intend to call home.”
Why does it matter? First of all, proving
“domicile” is more difficult when you live
in an RV full-time. The more ties you have
to that “home” the better. Even though
the 2020 census has made it clear that
your answers will not be used against you,
it would be best to keep those answers
consistent with your domicile.
Second, the number of people in each
county will affect many details of our lives.
With this in mind, the county judge for Polk
County, Texas, Sydney Murphy, is urging
that all those with the Livingston, Texas,
address please answer the census from
this location.
As Judge Murphy has stated on
many occasions, the Census affects
everything from when the county might
get better Internet to when the county will

In Conclusion

K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over
30 years, spending 15 of those years as a
trial lawyer. She also taught legal writing at
the University of Houston Law School. From
2011–2016, she was executive director of
Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center
of Polk County, Texas. Susie and her husband,
James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.
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HIE-R
By STACI RITC

Contributor

You have options when it comes to where you purchase your
RV. From dealerships to private party listings, consignment
shops and online directories, there is a plethora of information
available for the RV shopper. But where to turn when it comes
to RV protection? Let’s dig into the most important factors
that will help you confidently decide where and when to purchase extended RV coverage for your home-on-wheels.
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“Most RVs come with at least one year of full
manufacturer warranty, and many travelers are
hesitant to purchase an extended warranty on
top of that coverage.”
What Is RV Protection?

RV protection, or RV extended warranties,
offers coverage for the rising cost of RV
repairs. These policies are designed to pay
for the RV parts and labor expenses that
come with their mechanical and electrical
breakdowns. This coverage extends to
commonly failed items, like slide-out rooms,
leveling systems, heating and cooling
components, as well as some of the most
expensive potential failures an RV might
suffer, such as engine, transmission and
wiring issues.
The cost of RV repair is expected to rise
as motorhomes and towable RVs become
increasingly complex. RV protection is a
great way to safeguard your budget from
these costs, but it’s essential to find a
reliable policy from the right provider and at
the right time.

Where to Secure Coverage
and Find the Right Provider

There are a few options available to RVers
who are looking for RV warranty coverage,
but eligibility often depends on where you
are in the buying process. We’ll take a look
at a few common scenarios to help you make
your next move:

Purchasing an RV at a Dealership

If you find yourself purchasing an RV at
the dealership, they will likely offer you
extended warranty coverage. However, it’s
important to know that this isn’t your only
option. Whether you are purchasing a new
or used unit, an online broker will be able
to offer a quote for coverage as well. It is
always recommended to receive quotes from
multiple providers, being sure to compare
not just price, but also coverage, customer
service history and reputation.

Purchasing an RV from a Private
Party or Consignment Shop

In general, when purchasing a unit from a
private party or consignment shop, you will

need to turn to an online broker or provider
for extended RV warranty coverage. Brokers
are often able to offer the widest array of
options and eligibility, meaning there is
likely a program available to fit you and your
new-to-you RV. Reputable providers will
also require an inspection for used vehicles
that are purchased from private parties and
consignment shops. This mechanical review
of the coach’s condition lets the warranty
company know the covered components of
the RV are working properly and protects
you from the dreaded “pre-existing condition” issues many RVers face when filing
claims on used units.
Buying a used unit also means the
likelihood of breakdown is higher as the risk
for major and costly RV failures increases
with time. Remember, statistics show that
three out of every 10 RVs will suffer a major
breakdown by only their second year on
the road. This jumps to eight out of 10 by
their fifth year, and nearly every RV by their
eighth year in-service. RV warranty coverage
will step in to pay for these repair costs,
allowing you to enjoy life on the road!

Ownership of an Older RV

Have you been enjoying your perfect homeon-wheels for a while now? No problem!
There are still plenty of RV warranty options
available to you. Whether you’re just getting
out of manufacturer warranty, have an
extended policy coming up on expiration
or simply feel its time to protect your travel
budget, online RV protection providers are
able to offer a policy to eligible vehicles.
So, what does that eligibility look like? In
general, most providers will offer coverage
to motorhomes and towable RVs that are
aged 15 model years old or newer. Some
brokers can extend certain levels of coverage to motorhomes that are 20 model
years old as well! Most programs will also
come with restrictions on your odometer,
with full coverage ending around 100,000
miles. This does vary by level of coverage
May/June 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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and policy provider, so it’s always a good
idea to request a free quote and see what is
available to you.
Even if your rig is a well-loved old-timer,
there is likely an extended RV warranty
available to fit your needs.

When to Secure Coverage

So we know that RVers have options when
it comes to their RV protection, regardless
of where they are in the vehicle purchase
process. The next question you’re likely
asking yourself is when should I buy? They
say timing is everything, so let’s take a look
at what that means for your RV warranty
coverage.

“If you’re considering coverage,
request a quote sooner rather than
later! With most brokers, these
quotes are free, and it never hurts
to learn more about your options.”
New Units

One of the most common questions we get
at Wholesale Warranties is should I wait
to buy? Most RVs come with at least one
year of full manufacturer warranty, and
many travelers are hesitant to purchase an
extended warranty on top of that coverage.
That’s a fair concern as manufacturer
coverage would take precedence during this
overlap. RVers are absolutely able to wait
until the manufacturer warranty has expired
to secure coverage from an online provider
or broker. That being said, waiting to buy
also presents a few disadvantages, specifically when it comes to the cost of coverage.
Reasons you may want to look into
securing extended coverage while your
manufacturer warranty is still in place:
• Expected Risk
Warranty companies know that their risk
for breakdown costs increases when a
vehicle comes out of its manufacturer
warranty, resulting in higher pricing for
RV coverage. In some cases, this will also
change the level of coverage available for
your rig.
• Term Options
When you’re first driving your rig off
the lot, extended warranty companies
allow you to lock in their best pricing
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•

for their longest term. Once the original
manufacturer warranty expires, the terms
available are reduced while the cost-peryear rises.
Increased Cost for Equal Coverage
Waiting for manufacturer warranty
coverage to expire will often take you
into a new calendar year, which will result
in increased pricing based on the model
year alone. Simply put: You will never be
able to lock in better coverage for a longer
term or for a better price than when your
manufacturer warranty is still in place.
This is certainly something for cost-conscious travelers to consider.

Used Units

If the manufacturer warranty on your rig
has long since elapsed, there are still a few
factors to consider when timing the purchase
of your RV protection. This can be summed
up easily: vehicle age and vehicle mileage
(if applicable). As previously discussed, the
age and mileage of your unit comes into play
with the eligibility of coverage, but it also
affects price. Generally speaking, the older
your unit—and the higher the mileage—the
more expensive the protection will be since
the risk for breakdowns is greater. If you’re
considering coverage, request a quote
sooner rather than later! With most brokers,
these quotes are free, and it never hurts to
learn more about your options.
With so much to consider when buying
an RV or planning your next trip, it’s understandable that a few things can slip through
the cracks, but don’t let breakdown protection be one of them. With the rising cost of
RV repairs, there is no better time than the
present to start your RV warranty research.
You deserve peace of mind while traveling,
and whether that includes a warranty or not,
you should know your options, as well as
where you can purchase coverage and when
you should make that investment.

WHOLESALE WARRANTIES is a
leading provider of RV extended
warranties direct to consumer.
With a focus on education, customer service and reliable coverage,
Wholesale Warranties has established themselves as the premier
option for RVers looking to protect the road ahead. To
work with a highly trained RV warranty specialist on an
RV protection quote for your home-on-wheels, please
call 800-939-2806 or visit wholesalewarranties.com.

Being an artist who works from
an RV can be a rewarding way to
make a living. It takes determination and self-motivation to make
a go of the variety of artistic endeavors that are being managed
from mobile offices these days. If
you are a visual artist, musician,
writer or any type of creative person, you can find a way to practice
your craft and travel, too. You may
wonder, “Is there a secret to the
success of artists who work from
the road, and how do they seek
and find inspiration?”

M

obile artists are generally good at
time management and are able
to embrace flexibility. Most are
blessed with enough confidence
to keep the doubts at bay while they
problem-solve through inevitable bumps.
Successful artists who are location independent also have an enormous heart for their
art. They possess a passion that keeps them
inspired and creative despite challenges.
Whether they are full- or part-time
nomads, the one common denominator
among successful itinerant artistic folks
seems to be that they have mastered the
challenge of balancing work and play. They
find their own unique and creative way to
keep motivated to work and enjoy the RV
lifestyle, too. Each artist has a process that
helps them lay the first brush of color on a
new canvas or write the first sentence on
the blank page. Most artists will admit that
to discover their inspiration, they must set
aside time to foster a creative mindset.
I am a writer, and someone recently asked
me how writers find the inspiration to start a
new piece. It’s different for everyone, but for
me, getting outside in nature shakes out the
cobwebs. John Muir said, “I only went out

Finding inspiration for your artistic craft

The

HE
ART
of RVing
By BARBARA WENTZELL JAQUITH #141426
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“The process is simple. Put yourself
in circumstances that inspire you;
it’s not hard to do when you are
traveling to new places and
meeting interesting people.”
for a walk and finally concluded to stay out
till sundown, for going out I found was really
going in.”
I find insight into my heart and art by hiking. Walking a trail relaxes me and prepares
a clean slate for a new project. Sometimes
I’m inspired by the solitude of a solo walk.
Other times, coming into contact with new
people and places, triggers alternative ways
to think about life. The process is simple. Put
yourself in circumstances that inspire you;
it’s not hard to do when you are traveling to
new places and meeting interesting people.
This morning, I headed over to a new
hiking trail with my four-legged backpacking
buddy, Journey. We hiked into the woods to
explore a new trail. On this blue-sky day, she
and I walked beside a marsh that was alive
with birds, creating a musical in the woods.
They were busy gathering twigs and grasses
for nests and calling to prospective mates.
We saw a few gnatcatchers and vireos.
Louisiana waterthrushes were singing along
the water’s edge. A lone red-winged blackbird added a spot of color, and we heard a
woodpecker in the distance.
Journey is great company today as we go
along together. We start out slowly, and she
selflessly adjusts her gait to match mine. I
am seeking insights that cannot come with a
hurried pace. Does Journey gain insight into
her world, too, when she slows with me to
make more careful observations? I think so.
I love the challenge of mindful walking
with this dog. Journey comes from a long
line of herding dogs that are born and bred
to work at a tireless pace. Entlebucher
Mountain Dogs are a rare breed of muscled,
intelligent cow dogs that need a job to do
in order to be happy. Her brain is wired to
move boundlessly and take control, so it
amazes me that she contains her energy
so willingly. She seems to understand that
dogs, like their humans, need to find a
balance between stillness and motion to
fully appreciate all life has to offer.
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This morning, we practiced mindful
walking on the trail. We take a few moments
before heading out to touch the earth and
feel our bodies. She lies down, belly in the
dirt, and I bend down, placing my hand on
the ground beside her. It still feels chilled
from the night before. Next, we both stand,
relaxing into that simple posture. “We have
nothing to do and nowhere we have to go,
Journey. We are just here, in this moment.”
As we move forward, we notice the
sensation of our feet and legs moving, the
pressure on our soles and the stretch and
bending of our toes. I pause, lean down and
touch her paws, picking them up one at a
time. “Those are your beautiful toes.” She
looks up at me and back at her feet, showing
me the soulful whites of her eyes. She seems
to understand that I am asking her to pause
and notice something.
We walk forward again with our four
paws and two boots in constant and steady
contact with the earth as I recite to her a
walking mantra, which is merely a thought
worth repeating. “Be still, Journey, easy be.
Gently go, gently go. Be still, Journey, easy
be. Gently go, gently go. Be still, Journey,
easy be. Gently go, gently go. ”
Later in the hike, we walk more briskly
and I talk with her as I dictate notes.
Capturing observations on the smartphone
allows me to preserve the essence of the
moment for later reflection and writing.
Having a process streamlines the endeavor
and eliminates any concerns about whether
or not I’ll remember the details. The hike,
this place, begin to offer up thoughts for the
next artistic endeavor.
When Journey and I walk together, we
meet each other in the middle. She accommodates my arthritic knees that regulate
our hiking pace, and I acknowledge that she
has a young dog’s need to sniff, explore and
play. It is a mutual give and take dance on
this walk today. With sweet accommodation,
she moves a measured distance ahead,
turns and then trots back and allows me to
hold her harness up the rocky hill. She leans
into the harness and pulls hard to assist me
with the momentum needed to climb up for
the view. Descending the other side, she
walks slowly beside me, steadying me on the
slippery gravel underfoot. In this reflective
place, my companion and I are tethered less
by the harness and more by our relationship.
The gravel crunches under my hiking
boots while she walks on silent pads. She’s
stealthy; try as I might, I make too much

Barbara hiking with her
dog, Journey.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BARBARA
AND ARNOLD JAQUITH #141426

noise in the woods. Sometimes we stop and
sit so we can hear the voices of the forest.
I take her cue and sniff the air, too. What is
the musty mushroom smell? Is it the lichen
with its earthy odor that is greening up
everywhere? There is a hint of a skunk who
might have been startled in the night. The
woods feed our artistic sensibilities.
We help each other. I am the human
with the driver’s license, so I drive us to the
trailhead. I plan some favorite snacks and
water to take along, and she helps me to
slackpack by carrying the weight for me in
her backpack. I help her avoid the fallen
prickly seed pods on the trail, and we both
watch for snakes.
Journey keeps a keen eye out for the copperheads that are waking from their winter’s
rest. They are still sluggish but awake and
cranky enough to object to being disturbed.
Journey has encountered snakes often
enough to be on alert. Her nose twitches
in the breeze, and her eyes scan the trail
ahead. Her alert is unmistakable. She
stops, freezes and fixates at a point
on the trail where I can see nothing at
all. She steps in front of me, blocking
my path until I can locate what she is
pointing out. And there it is, just off the

side of the path ahead, in a sun-soaking,
curled copper circle. I reassure her and we
move carefully in a wide berth around this
fellow-creature who was there first and
means us no harm as long as we pay proper
respect.
Today is precious. The sunshine sinks into
our winter skin, a welcome interlude before
the rain that will surely come tomorrow.
If not literally, the sunshine will fade into
another of life’s challenges and we will be
better equipped to cope by having made
this walk today. We are refreshed, renewed
and ready to go back to the studio.
In a moment of trail kindness, another
hiker offers to take our pictures together.
This snapshot in time will someday be a
precious memory of a young dog and an
old woman who were companions seeking
creative inspiration for the Journey.
BARBARA WENTZELL JAQUITH is an artist
and author who lives in Conyers, Georgia,
in-between wanderings. She is the author
of A Wanderful Life: Your Guide to RV Living,
available on Amazon at www.amazon.com/
author/barbarajaquith and a previous
contributor to Escapees magazine.
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Save Our Public Lands for Future RV Generations

PR TECT
the Privilege
By MARK NEMETH #45776
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Some lands require use permits. They are
usually free or inexpensive, but to avoid
hassles (and possibly a fine), you need to
check with the local rangers, BLM land
office or other local agency and obtain
permits when required.
Wedge Overlook, Utah. PHOTO BY MARSHALL WENDLER
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I love to boondock! While I do stay in RV parks and campgrounds at
times, my favorite place to park is “out in the boonies.” There’s nothing
like watching deer graze in the woods next to your parking spot or listening to the soothing sound of flowing water. Boondocking is camping
in remote areas, away from developed campsites or RV parks. It’s similar to dry-camping in that you won’t have any hookups (electric, water
or sewer), but it’s more “off-the-beaten-path.” Compare a night in the
forest with a night at Walmart. Big difference, right?

I

spend a lot of time on public lands. Many
folks don’t know that the American public
owns all Federal public lands, including
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands,
national parks, national forests, wilderness
areas, wild and scenic rivers and wildlife
preserves. All Americans have the right to
experience and enjoy these places, and
every American has a personal stake in
how these places are cared for. There are
many millions of acres of BLM lands and
“dispersed” camping outside official park
campgrounds available for your use. Let
me give you a personal example: I spent a
summer enjoying some great boondocking
spots in the Carson National Forest in
northern New Mexico.

Escapees has always worked to
protect alternative camping options…
It’s time we turned our attention
towards public lands and the
travelers who use them.
The Carson is 1.5 million acres of land,
and I could set up camp anywhere within
300 ft. of any park road. Anywhere! I could
stay up to 14 days in any one spot. I found
many “established” boondocking spots, ones
that folks have camped in for several years.
Although most were pristine and beautiful,
some showed serious signs of abuse. Which
brings me to the reason I’m speaking to
you: We, as RVers, need to understand the
impacts of our presence and work together
to keep these wonderful camping spots from
being damaged by thoughtless use.
Escapees has always worked to protect
alternative camping options. Our Good
Neighbor Policy (page 88) has advocated
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sensible use of urban dry-camping spots
for more than 20 years. It’s time we turned
our attention towards public lands and the
travelers who use them. While promoting
boondocking will help make RVers aware
of the many great back-country camping
opportunities out there, increased use of
such locations can have negative effects.
Overuse can hurt local ecosystems that
take years to recover, and abuse can create
tighter regulations, raise maintenance fees,
and have an overall negative impact on
public lands and our ability to use them in
the spirit in which they were intended. In
extreme cases, it can even lead to closures
of boondocking sites.
To protect this privilege for future generations of RVers, it’s essential that we all
take a part in being good stewards of our
environment and public lands. With the help
and support of our advocates, the Escapees
RV Club has created a condensed “RVers’
Boondocking Policy” of best practices and
etiquette to help RVers be good neighbors
to each other and the land. Following these
guidelines will help ensure that our public
lands will remain beautiful treasures to which
we can retreat as we travel.

The RVers’ Boondocking Policy provides
the guidelines in a concise form, but
there’s more to it than that. Let’s talk
about the five guidelines in more detail:

1

Respect the Rules of the Land.

Most public lands have usage rules,
and they vary a lot. While you can look
for posted signs at the site or do some
research online, I think that the best way
to learn the rules is to visit a local ranger
station or public lands office. Many will have
maps available and can alert you to any
closures or issues with access.
Permits. Some lands require use permits.
They are usually free or inexpensive, but
to avoid hassles (and possibly a fine), you

Always stick
to pre-existing
paths and roads
without widening
them or creating
new ones.

need to check with the local rangers, BLM
land office or other local agency and obtain
permits when required.
Use Limits. In my experience, all public
lands have limits on how long you can stay.
These limits are intended to prevent folks
from homesteading permanently on public
lands, so most traveling visitors should have
no problem abiding by them. Most public
lands range from a 14- to 21-day limit,
but there are exceptions. Some agencies
require you to spend a certain amount of
time outside the boundaries of the land they
oversee. Find out what the stay limits are in
your desired area, and abide by them.
Camp only in designated areas. Some
dispersed camping areas will have actual site
designators to follow. In areas without designated sites, it’s a good idea to utilize places
that are already being used for camping.
Look for fire rings or an obvious parking spot
between the trees. Avoid creating a new
camping area for your stay.
Federal Lands = Federal Laws.
Remember that many of these lands fall
under Federal law. Always obey any posted
restrictions, such as firearm and fireworks
restrictions, and just be aware that the Feds
are in charge here.

2

Treasure the Terrain

Let’s keep our impact to a minimum.
Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain by digging, moving
large rocks or cutting plants. Always stick to
pre-existing paths and roads without widening them or creating new ones. Remember,
there are native plants, organisms and
ecosystems that interplay here.
Camp on durable surfaces. Before you
choose where to park, pay close attention to
what the ground is telling you. You will want
to park on a surface that will support you.
Take only pictures and memories. Don’t
collect items in the area to take with you. In
most national parks and forests, it’s illegal
to remove anything (except trash) from the
land!

Enjoying cool summer
weather at 8,000 ft. in the
Carson National Forest near
Tres Pie-dras, New Mexico.
PHOTO BY MARK NEMETH #45776

3

Respect Your Neighbors

Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Many of
the folks who like to boondock enjoy
their peace and quiet. Whenever possible,
park out of sight of any neighbors. Always
drive at a campground speed and be aware
of kids, wildlife, pets and your dust trails.
Generators. Always try to orient your RV
so that your generator exhaust isn’t directed
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NEW

RVERS BOONDOCKING POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards
of our environment. Protecting and preserving our public lands should be our honor and must be our
pledge. Whether we choose a national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) site, or
other public lands, these practices always apply.
Remember, camping on public lands is a privilege, not a right. Abuse can create tighter regulations, raise
maintenance fees, and have an overall negative impact on public lands and our ability to use them in the
spirit in which they were intended. With the help and support of our advocates, the Escapees RV Club has
created a condensed list of “Best RVing Practices” to ensure that our public lands will remain beautiful
treasures that we can retreat to as we travel.

Public Lands Parking Etiquette

RVers Boondocking Policy
1. Respect the Rules of the Land. Observe posted signs, obtain permits when necessary, follow
usage limits, and camp only in designated areas and pre-established campsites, which vary
depending on agency and state regulations. Bear in mind, some of these lands fall under federal
laws, not state laws.
2. Treasure the Terrain. Camp on durable surfaces. Avoid damaging surfaces or modifying terrain
by digging, moving large rocks, cutting plants, etc. Stick to predesignated paths without widening
them or creating new ones. Remember, there are native plants, organisms, and ecosystems that
interplay here and can be easily damaged.
3. Respect Your Neighbors. Avoid overcrowding an area or blocking your neighbors’ view. Orient
your RV so that your generator isn’t directed at them and respect quiet hours. Rules vary but are
generally between 10pm-8am. Maintain a tidy campsite. Keep noise to a minimum so everyone
has a peaceful experience. Drive at a campground speed and be aware of kids, wildlife, pets, and
your dust trails.
4. Respect Nature and Wildlife. Keep pets under control and clean up after them, even in the
wild. Don’t entice, feed, or approach wildlife. Limit or eliminate use of pesticides. Check for burn
bans; be mindful of firewood rules and make sure your fire is fully extinguished. (Remember,
exhaust pipes on vehicles and generators can trigger fires.) Consider a propane fire pit that you
can carry with you and snub out easily.
5. Pack it In, Pack it Out. Keep your holding tanks closed! Secure fresh water from approved
sources and dispose of trash respectfully in public trash receptacles. Lower your impact with
bio-degradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you found it!
Take only memories, leave only footprints.
As RVers, we should be good stewards of the land to protect this privilege for future generations. Not
following these practices can have serious consequences and could be detrimental to all RVers. Public
lands can be closed to camping because of overcrowding, damage to the land, and guests overstaying the
time limits. Following the best practices will help ensure that we all remain good neighbors to each other
and the land. If you feel that someone is unaware of these practices, share these resources with them in a
positive way.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

For more information and resources on boondocking best practices, please visit www.escapees.com/rvers-boondocking-policy

at others. And, please, respect quiet hours
for generator use. Each area will have
different regulations, but quiet hours are
generally considered to be between 10:00
p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
Maintain a tidy campsite. We are there to
camp for a limited time, not set up a permanent residence. Keep all trash stowed so that
animals can’t get to it.

Wood and Fires. There’s nothing better
than sitting around a campfire, but check for
any local burn bans before you light up. Be
respectful of any rules for collection of firewood where you’re camped, and please do
not transport firewood. Since we’re talking
about fires, did you know that exhaust pipes
on vehicles and generators can trigger fires?
Always pay attention to where your exhaust
is pointed.

5

Pack it In, Pack it Out

How To Do Your Part
As thousands of new RV enthusiasts
join us on the road, it is more important than ever to be good stewards of
our environment.

Share the RVers Boondocking
Policy with others.

Please share, but do not alter,
the RVers Boondocking Policy to
help spread the word to new and
seasoned boondockers. Use this
document as a tool to help educate
others in a positive way on the best
practices for boondocking.

Download a Printable PDF file of
the RVers Boondocking Policy at:
https://www.escapees.com/
rvers-boondocking-policy/

4

Respect Nature and Wildlife.

Keep pets under control and clean
up after them, even in the wild. Pet
feces, besides being a shoe hazard
and a nuisance, may also contain diseases
that can injure wildlife. Your pets should
remain at your campsite unless you are
walking together. Local wild predators can
harm pets, so it’s always safer to have pets
on a leash when they are outside the RV.
Don’t entice, feed or approach wildlife.
Keep them wild for their own safety. Most
wild animals that become accustomed to
humans wind up being destroyed because
they have lost their fear of people, and
that’s a dangerous situation.
Limit or eliminate use of pesticides.
Pesticides disrupt the local ecosystem
and can be poisonous for wildlife. There
are environmentally friendly alternatives
if needed.

Please keep your holding tanks
closed! Learn to conserve water, and
when your holding tanks are full, it’s
time to go.
Trash. Dispose of trash respectfully in
public trash receptacles. Smaller bags can
help make this easier. You can lower your
impact with biodegradable products.
Always leave the area cleaner than you
found it!
We encourage everyone to chip in and
keep our public lands clean. Avoid discarding
cigarette and cigar butts and other trash
into fire rings or pits, and don’t toss them on
the ground either. Pick up any trash you find
around your site, even if it’s not yours. Take a
walk with a trash bag and pick up as you go.
I always collect and pack out any trash I find,
provided it’s small enough for me to carry.

Conclusion

I hope you’ll join me out in the boonies! By
following these guidelines, we will know that
we are doing our part to help protect and
preserve our public lands and the camping
privileges for us and future generations.
We must be good neighbors to each
other and the land. If you feel that someone
is unaware of these guidelines, share the
Boondocking Policy letter with them in a
friendly and positive way. These guidelines
are not meant to shame anyone. Someone
may be unaware or new to boondocking and
might simply need a little guidance.
You can find the RVers’ Boondocking
Policy plus more resources and information
on page 48, or online at Escapees.com/
rvers-boondocking-policy.
In 1997, MARK NEMETH quit his job, sold his
house, bought an RV and joined Escapees. He
has contributed to Escapees magazine and
served as a technical advisor for 19 years. He
still maintains an RVer’s resource website
with technical articles, tips and information at
www.marxrv.com.
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49

Can Enhance Your RV Meals | By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409
The drive was beautiful, but we
were ready to stretch our legs.
We arrived at Evergreen Coho in
Chimacum, Washington, and went
about getting set up. Jacks down,
slides extended and herb plants
outside. My culinary garden was a
particular point of pride, especially
my purple basil. Purchased at a
farmers market, I’d been babying
it and was delighted it had responded so well. Well enough that
it would play a part in that evening’s meal.
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R

eenergized by a walk around the
park, I stopped in my tracks upon
approaching our site. In the short
time we were gone, what I suspect
was a deer took a passing fancy to my purple basil plant and stripped it of its leaves.
Was a gourmet deer at Evergreen Coho, I
wondered? If so, it had excellent taste.
I am still an avid herb gardener. However,
when the green-thumb gods (or a hungry
animal) laugh at my best-laid plans, I’m
equally happy to find fresh herbs from a
farmers market or even a well-stocked grocery store. I look for fresh vibrant colors that
are not bruised or squished. I store them in
the fridge, wash them well before using and
use them fairly quickly.
Wise use of herbs can enhance a dish
when you are trying to reduce salt or fat in a

recipe. They brighten a salad or add depth
to a stew, among many other uses. Delicate,
leafy fresh herbs such as basil and cilantro
should be added to a hot dish right before
serving to deliver that burst of freshness.
The more intense herbs, rosemary, thyme
and oregano, for example, hold up well when
cooked. Herb-enhanced dips, dressings and
salads benefit from sitting for a while, even
overnight, for an extra punch of flavor.
Unfortunately, the delicate, leafy herbs
don’t fare well when dried. Conversely,
the flavor of more intense, sturdy herbs is
concentrated when dried. As a rule, hearty
dried herbs are best added as you cook,
allowing their flavors to develop. To keep
their potency, buy only what you’ll use in
a six-month period. If need be, it’s easy
enough to substitute dried for fresh or vice
versa by remembering this ratio, 3:1 fresh to
dried herbs.

Three Common Herbs and One
You Might Not Be Using

Even when we think we know an herb, it can
surprise us. For example, these everyday
herbs offer more than meets the eye.
Basil: So many basils, so little time.
You’re probably familiar with the largeleafed, green Genovese basil or its
doppelganger, sweet basil, often found in
the produce section of the grocery. This
basil makes stunning pesto and is a superstar in a caprese salad.
But what about the small-leafed Thai
basil, sharp with a spicy licorice flavor and
perfect in Asian dishes and salads? Tasty!
I’m not sure if it’s the flavor, the color
or both, but my favorite is purple (or opal)
basil. You’ll almost always find a bottle of
white wine/purple basil vinegar in my pantry.
Look around and you’ll also find lemon
basil, lime basil, even cinnamon basil. Pick
up a bunch and experiment. What’s to lose?
Cilantro: This is an herb that people
either love or hate. A genetic intolerance to
the compound aldehyde, found in cilantro,
makes the herb taste like soap to some, a
definite turn-off. But if you are a cilantro
lover, like me, you are generous with it in
dips, like salsa and guacamole, lime/cilantro
rice or a lovely couscous feta salad.
Mint: This square-stemmed herb
comes in a variety of flavors, shapes and
sizes. In fact, there are over 600 varieties of mint. The best known, peppermint
and spearmint, are readily available and
great in teas, fruit salads and simple syrups.

Yet who can resist chocolate mint, ginger
mint, pineapple mint or the incredibly
strong-flavored pennyroyal? Intriguing, right?
French tarragon: A little bit licorice,
a little bit vanilla, a whole lot of flavor.
French tarragon is not a mainstream herb in
America, but it should be. It has a wonderful
aroma and a unique taste that pairs perfectly with roasted chicken, adds depth to an
omelet and delivers a boost to homemade
Dijon vinaigrette. Pick up a bundle of this
lovely herb and see what the French fuss is
all about.

Are Herbs the Spice of Life?

Do you know the difference between herbs
and spices, terms often used interchangeably? It’s simple. Herbs are culinary and/or
medicinal leaves of a plant used to enhance
the flavor of a dish. Some are tender, like
basil. Some are hearty, like rosemary. Some
grow like weeds, think mint. Some have
imposters, like Russian tarragon standing in
for the more robust French tarragon. They
are available fresh or dried.
Spices, on the other hand, are the seeds,
roots, fruit, flower or bark of the plant. While
cilantro is an herb, its seeds (both whole and
ground) are the spice known as coriander.
Among others carrying the spice mantel?
Vanilla, chili pepper, cinnamon and cumin.

Simple Dishes as Souvenirs

The options seem almost endless. I’m always
on the lookout for herbs that are unfamiliar
to me as I visit farmers markets across
the country. I’m not shy, either. I’ll ask the
farmer or even other shoppers what the
flavor profile is and how best to use it. I’ve
even been known to whip out a pen and
paper to scribble a bystanders recipe. Some
of these impromptu dishes have become
family favorites. Try this as you travel to
new places. Our motto is, and has always
been, “simple dishes as souvenirs.” There’s
no better travel memento than a food story
told over a delicious dish across the picnic
table. What do you say, deer?
EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the wanderlust
bug from her grandparents. In 2000, she
and her husband, Ray, set off on their own
adventure in search of a sunny place to
settle down. Eighteen-plus years later,
they’re still roaming the country, sharing interesting destinations and cooking
up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their
popular RV TV series, RVCookingShow.com.
May/June 2020 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Homemade Herb Vinegar

Easy to make, herb vinegars can liven up a dish and add a splash of zest. They also
make fabulous, well-received and inexpensive hostess gifts.
Ingredients
• Bottle of quality vinegar: I like to use a white wine vinegar in a pretty bottle (Star
Italian Kitchen found in most grocery stores is my favorite). Make sure the vinegar
you use has at least 5% acidity. If you prefer a red wine, champagne, sherry or cider
vinegar, go for it.
• Generous handful of fresh herbs (still on the stem) from the garden or the market:
thyme, oregano, basil, purple basil, rosemary, sage, tarragon, chive flowers, lavender. Organic is always best if possible.
• Peppercorns, chili peppers or even lemon zest if you wish. Try tasty-sounding
combinations. For example, parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme are excellent together (there’s a song in this somewhere). Purple basil turns clear vinegar into a dazzling
purple concoction of pure bliss. A delicious showstopper.
Rinse herbs well and dry thoroughly using a salad spinner or a paper towel. Open the
bottle of vinegar, remove the shaker top (if applicable) and pour a few tablespoons
of the vinegar into a non-reactive measuring cup (a glass Pyrex measuring cup with a
pour spout works perfectly) and reserve.
Feed the herbs into the bottle – stem and all – gently bruising them as they go in.
Pour the reserved vinegar over the herbs to the top of the bottle. Replace the cap
and label with date and herbs used. Allow to steep at least a week before using.
Use the vinegar in salad dressings, marinades, combined with oil for bread dipping or
drizzled over soup, steamed vegetables or broiled fish/meat. If you have plenty of lavender you can make a white vinegar/lavender mixture and use it to clean your windows.
Note: I don’t heat the vinegar and it turns out just as flavorful, nor do I buy decorative decanters for storing it. The
bottle that comes with the vinegar is just right, especially if you are living in an RV and space matters.

Quick Greens and Herb Salad

Fresh and delicious, this easy and
inexpensive mix lifts an everyday,
humdrum green salad to new levels.
Ingredients
• 3 cups baby green salad mix
(greens of your choice – could be
green and/or red romaines, butterleaf, oak leaf, frissee, spinach,
arugula)
• Note: You can almost always buy
pre-mixed bags or clamshells of
mixed baby salad greens in the
grocery crisper. If you want to customize your blend, add a handful of
the missing greens to taste.
• 2 tablespoons each fresh roughly
chopped herbs, including dill,
parsley, cilantro, etc.
Mix the greens and herbs and, voila,
it’s a delicious herb salad. Toss with
roasted chicken, chilled shrimp, diced
avocados, crunchy cucumbers, etc.
if desired. Dress with your favorite
dressing and enjoy.
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Dijon/French Tarragon Vinaigrette
Delicious on salads in place of mayo
for a posh egg or potato salad, or
over a dish of white beans.
Ingredients
• ¾ c extra-virgin olive oil
• ¼ c white wine vinegar
• 1 T of Dijon mustard
• 1 small shallot, minced
• a few sprigs of fresh French tarragon, leaves stripped and finely
chopped
• salt/pepper to taste
Combine all ingredients in a lidded
jar and shake until well mixed. Taste
and adjust seasoning. Allow to sit for
flavors to meld.
Note: The golden ratio for perfect
vinaigrette is 3:1 oil to vinegar. I
like mine a little tangier, so I add a
bit more vinegar. Start with 3:1 and
adjust to your taste buds.
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OGETHER

APART ON THE ROAD
By RENE AGREDANO #103274

To some couples rooted in a traditional stick-and-brick lifestyle, fulltime RVing with a spouse sounds like a jail sentence. “There’s no way we
could live in a tiny space together!” they often say after learning that my
husband and I have been full-time RVing for 13 years. Living together in
an RV feels like a bad idea to some people, but a growing number of independent-minded couples are proving that you don’t need to abandon
your travel dreams to stay in a relationship with the person you love.

L

iving apart as a couple isn’t a new
phenomenon, and it’s not unique
to the full-time RVing community. It
crosses all ages and gender identities:
About four million married American couples
don’t share the same house, according to
2017 data from the U.S. Census Bureau. And
a 2019 study in the United Kingdom found
that nearly 25 percent of couples (nine percent of adults) in the UK also live separately.
Demographers call these relationships
“Living Apart Together” or LAT.
The reasons they do it are as varied as the
couples themselves. Some report that it’s
not a choice: one partner may be living in a
medical facility or prison. Others say they
do it because of dual-career demands. But
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many simply do it because they cherish their
independence too much to give up the space
they’ve carved out in this world. These LAT
couples are enjoying intimate relationships
while keeping separate households, and it’s
more popular than you think.
In a video interview with TheList.com
(http://bit.ly/LATvid1), LAT expert Karen
Kobayashi, Ph.D., explains that while
most of these couples are between the
ages of 25 and 49, baby boomers are
increasingly making this relationship style
popular. There’s even a dating service called
“Apartners” (https://apartnerdating.com)
that connects people in search of the LAT
commitment style. And while people of all
gender identities embrace LAT, Kobayashi

says that women are at the heart of the
movement. “This is a social phenomenon
that is driven largely by women’s interests
and needs,” she explains. Women have
made huge financial gains over the last few
decades and no longer feel they need to live
with a partner to receive the companionship
and emotional support that a committed
relationship offers.

From Solos to Couples,
It Makes Sense for Some RVers

LAT couples are found within the RVing community, too, and that the LAT relationship
enhances their nomadic living experience.
Joni Zander #138612 is in a LAT relationship and reports that the arrangement is
not unusual within her Xscapers circle. “I
even have some friends who have become
coupled while already on the road and don’t
want to give up their own rig!” she says. It’s
an arrangement that seems odd to couples
who travel together, but for solo RVers who
couple up while traveling, LAT makes total
sense.
Joni (56) and her girlfriend are a perfect
example. They share many common interests, but once they committed to each other,
there was never a question about who would

give up their RV. “We both love our independence and our ability to travel wherever and
whenever we want. We do love being together
but don’t want to be restricted to the travel
desires or needs of another person,” she says.
Joni travels in a custom-built Sprinter van,
while her girlfriend Dawn roams in a self-built
Dodge Ram ProMaster. The arrangement is
working out just as they had hoped.
“If a couple gets together after both have
settled households, it’s particularly good to
look at LAT,” explains Anne Watson, author
of the book, Living Apart Together: A Unique
Path to Marital Happiness (http://www.
annelwatson.com). “My husband and I met
when we were both middle-aged. We’d both
been on our own for most of our lives. It
would have taken massive readjustment for
us to align our habits and preferences at that
point,” she explains. “LAT takes roommate
hassles out of the relationship. My husband
and I are very different — I like the house
cool; he likes it warm. I get up early; he’s a
night owl. And so on.”
Joni and her girlfriend can relate. Keeping
two RVs is a no-brainer way to maintain the
independent lifestyle, habits and friendships
that they nurtured long before meeting up. For
instance, as mothers to grown children, Joni

Joni and Dawn.
PHOTOS BY JONI ZANDER.

Living Apart Together:
A Unique Path to
Marital Happiness
By Anne Watson
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“LAT isn’t for everybody…if couples don’t
make it a point to spend time together
and build strong communication
skills, the relationship can go south.”
explains that, if one of them wants to head out
on a separate trip to spend one-on-one time
with children, friends and family members, the
other one doesn’t need to uproot her life to
go along. “We are together more often than
not, but also enjoy our own separate friends,
families and activities,” she says.

Building a Stronger
Relationship with Me-time

LAT isn’t for everybody. For starters, it’s
more expensive to live separately, says
Watson. And even more importantly, if
couples don’t make it a point to spend time
together and build strong communication
skills, the relationship can go south. “Getting
together on a comfortable schedule has to
be a priority,” she says. But before going RV
shopping for two rigs, Watson advises couples to make a list of their personal feelings
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about the advantages and disadvantages of
the lifestyle. “Consider the emotional and
practical plusses and minuses, then compare
the lists and discuss the differences.”
Kevin and Annie Johnson #141732 also
embrace the LAT relationship structure.
Married for three out of the last 10 years,
they recently opted to travel in separate RVs
once it was clear that their 15-foot travel
trailer felt too cramped for both to live, work
and travel in. Destination choices also factored into the decision. “Kevin wanted to be
closer to the mountains because he enjoys
skiing, and I absolutely don’t,” says Annie.
“He hasn’t been able to do any skiing for the
last two or three years. He is not quite as
fond of the desert as I am, and since he’d
given up his chance to ski for the last two
years by following me into the desert, we
thought it only fair that he has the freedom
to head to the mountains when he wants.”
Most couples would simply buy a larger
RV or quit the full-time RVing lifestyle altogether, but like Joni and her girlfriend, Annie
and Kevin aren’t like most couples. “We both
desperately wanted to have our own space
again, not necessarily to get away from each
other so much as to get some autonomy
back and a feeling of self-sufficiency,” she

explains. Annie now travels in her own 2000
Chinook Concourse 21-foot motorhomes and
Kevin lives in the 2018 Black Series HQ15
travel trailer. So far it’s been a positive move
for these Xscapers.
They still enjoy loads of together time.
But living in two rigs also allows 45-yearold Kevin to enjoy a distraction-free
environment while working full-time as a
computer security engineer. Annie, now 38,
appreciates that her travels aren’t dictated
by whether or not Internet access is within
range. She can go off-grid whenever she
wants in search of deep thinking that will
allow her to create her next career move.
“I can focus on things that interest me a
lot more easily with my own space and
schedule,” she says. Ultimately though,
the decision to live apart isn’t only about
fulfilling their individual needs; it’s about
building a stronger relationship. “By having
more time to ourselves, we will have space
to grow and evolve as individuals, so that
coming back together will be that much
more meaningful,” she explains.
LAT may seem like a great
idea to couples who are weary
of compromising on their travel
dreams. But before taking the leap,

Annie suggests making an honest effort
to understand the reasons for wanting to
travel separately in the first place. “This may
highlight any issues beneath the surface that
we may not be considering,” she explains.
Renting an RV and doing a short trial run
before embarking on two paths may also
put things in perspective. “This could give
each person some time to get a feel for the
lifestyle change beforehand,” she adds.
Joni, Annie and Kevin’s attitudes echo
what experts say about who is, and is not,
a good fit for this kind of relationship. Many
people who are free-spirited, open-minded
and independent go on to discover that
over time, living apart while together
actually strengthens the relationship. “LAT
works best for couples who are secure with
each other,” says Watson. “It isn’t about how
much you love each other; it’s about keeping
external issues like schedule and housework
from chipping away at that love.”

Annie and Kevin in Painted
Canyon, Mecca, California.
PHOTOS BY PEGGY STASKE.

RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 13th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at www.LiveWorkDream.com.
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Is Your
Insurance
Company

Looking

Out for

You?

Options for Non-performance
By GARY LEDOUX #135865

We’ve all seen the ads on TV and
heard them on the radio. Insurance companies spend a lot of
time and money trying to convince
potential customers that they are
looking out for you. Unfortunately,
some insurance companies do not
have your best interest at heart
when it comes time to pay a claim.
The good news is, as a consumer,
you have “options” for non-performance when it comes to an
insurance claim. Take the case of
a fellow RVer I know in Idaho. We’ll
call him John.

J

ohn’s coach burned to the ground
inside the garage of his sticks-andbricks home. He called his insurance
company and almost immediately
was put in contact with one of the company’s adjusters. You’d think it would be a
friendly conversation, or at least one with
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an empathetic tone. Instead it became
what John called “an interrogation.” The
adjuster demanded the couple’s financial
records, bank statements and inquired
about their debt. John noted, “They all
but accused me of burning down my own
coach. It was paid for. Why would I destroy
something I owned?”
The adjuster then tried to blame the fire
on a prior collision repair that John had not
allowed to be completed. He sent the adjuster all the repair documentation, showing that
the repairs were completed all except for the
replacement of a small piece of ornamental
body molding that was no longer available.

Time Drags On

Then weeks went by and nothing happened.
Eventually, a private investigator hired by
the insurance company showed up and,
once again, grilled John about his personal
finances, thoroughly examined the coach
and interviewed the fire department that
extinguished the fire. The investigator and
the fire department both arrived at the
same conclusion: the fire started due to
faulty wiring in the water heater and was not
part of the collision repair.

State Insurance Office

Once again, weeks went by with no word
from the insurance company. John talked
about his situation to a friend who owned
a local auto body shop. He advised him
to contact the Idaho State Insurance
Commissioner, explain the situation,
provide all documents as applicable and
give specific dates, times, places and
people he talked to. (Since insurance is
regulated at the state level, every state has
an insurance commissioner. They are easy
to find by going to your state’s website.)
John explains, “We got all our information
together and sent it to the insurance
commissioner; only 36 hours later, we had
an e-mail from the insurance company
offering us a $42,000 settlement, nowhere
near what we were expecting or what we
figured our coach was worth, not including
the estimated $16,000 worth of contents.”
After exchanging a few e-mails, John and
his wife set out to find similar coaches that
were comparable in age, mileage, condition,
etc. to dispute the low insurance settlement
figure. Being that they lived in a remote
area of the country, comparable coaches
were hard to find. They found a few in other
states ranging in value from $69,000 to
$99,000. But the insurance company would
not accept those as comps because they
were not in the couple’s “immediate area.”
Frustrated, John returned to his body
shop friend to see what else could be done.
He suggested contacting someone who
specializes in diminished-value appraisals.

Right to Appraisal

The person he contacted took immediate
charge of the situation, advising John to
contact his insurance company and tell them
that he was invoking the appraisal clause of
his insurance policy and that he was hiring
an appraisal consultant. The appraisal
clause reads as follows (or similar): Both
you (vehicle owner) and we (insurance
company) have a right to demand
an appraisal of the loss. Each will
appoint and pay a qualified appraiser.
Other appraisal expenses will be shared
equally. Two appraisers, or a judge of a
court of record, will select an umpire. Each
appraiser will state the actual cash value of
the amount of loss. If they disagree, they
will submit their differences to the umpire.
A written agreement by any two of these
persons will determine the amount of loss.

Some policies specify the total loss
amount, which means you can only challenge
the amount of the vehicle. With others, you
can challenge everything, including repairs,
storage, rental, loss of use, diminished value,
total loss amount, everything in relation to
the claim.
Within a week, John settled on $63,475,
$21,000 more than the original estimate!
As for the coach’s contents, his coach
insurance company advised him to seek
compensation from his homeowner’s policy.
John never received any compensation for
the coach’s contents.

Conclusion

If your car, truck or RV is damaged in an
accident (or burns or is stolen) and your
insurance company is giving you a hard
time by dragging their feet or paying you
less than what you feel is appropriate,
don’t face them alone. That is what they
want you to do in the hope that you will
soon get frustrated and, in the end, simply
accept what they are offering. Instead,
document everything and take your case
to your state’s insurance commissioner. If
you feel like you are not being properly
compensated for your loss, or you feel
the vehicle may be unsafe based on the
repairs authorized by the insurance company, contact someone who specializes in
diminished-value appraisal.
Remember, the insurance company isn’t
the body shop’s customer; you are! The
insurance company’s job is to indemnify you
for your loss to the extent of your policy
in a fair and equitable manner. The body
shop’s job is to repair your car, truck or
RV according to the OE specifications as
applicable, and return it to you in a safe and
roadworthy condition.
GARY LEDOUX, a native of New Hampshire,
recently retired after a 48-year career in
the automotive industry. In 1988, he began
his career with American Honda, eventually
working at their national office in Torrance,
CA. His last assignment was serving as the
assistant national manager for American
Honda’s collision parts marketing department.
He was active in the collision repair industry, serving
as a three-time chairman of the OE Collision Repair
Roundtable. Today, Gary is a freelance writer and has
published five books; four on old West history and one
on automotive history. Now based in Florida, he travels
by RV around the country with his wife, Rachel.
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Escapees Virtual Campfires bring the conversation around the fire
into the online world. Hosted live on Facebook by members of the
Escapees team, they cover a range of topics of interest to any
RVer. Join the conversation in real time with a running chat on
Facebook! Replays will be available on Facebook and YouTube.
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Travis and Melanie Carr #8, president and vice president of Escapees
RV Club, help keep the virtual campfire burning so Escapees members
can connect during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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A Message From The Board

Sharing “Caring and Sharing”
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By SHAWN LORING #76442, CEO, Escapees RV Club
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At the time of this writing, we are in the throes of the
COVID-19 crisis. We canceled events for many months into
the future, and nationwide we are experiencing a wave of
campground closures at the federal, state and private-sector levels. The sudden and rapid closure of parks threatens
to disenfranchise the full-time RVing community without
places to “shelter in place.” Escapees’ company-owned
parks, the Rainbow Parks, chose to remain open, accepting
visitors, and we urged the SKP co-ops to do likewise.
Moreover, we implemented new policies to enable our
visitors to comply with the CDC’s recommendations and
to practice “social distancing.” As a club, we are vigorously
advocating for parks of all types to remain open. We are
working with other industry groups (i.e. RVIA and Truck
Camper), and we are in direct contact with federal and
state politicians urging them to consider campgrounds
as “essential” businesses, enabling them to remain open
while other businesses and locations are forced to close.
In addition, we are researching alternatives to traditional
campgrounds to house large quantities of full-time RVers,
should the park closures continue in mass.

B

y the time you read this, we hope the crisis is
over. And we hope you and your families were
safe and healthy and that all this only amounted
to an opportunity for you to catch-up on your
Netflix wish list.
The natural reaction to any crisis (this one included)
is to pivot to a posture of self-protection. Not only is it
May/June 2020

natural, it is sensible. Safety is our own responsibility. It
is why there has been a shortage of toilet paper and why
the Internet is overwhelmed with memes of toilet paper
“alternatives.” (Notably, there is even a shortage of RV
toilet paper.) However, in the swirl of a crisis, we owe it
to each other, and ourselves, to be kind to one another.
Our kindness to one another takes many forms.
We share information with one another, which
enables us to weather storms and overcome each
personal crisis. Everyone reading these words learned
something about RVing from someone else. As we noted
in the past, this magazine you are reading today started
as a newsletter circulated among a group of friends,
sharing tips about the RV lifestyle. Whether you acquired
that knowledge in expert-led courses, like Escapees
RVers Boot Camp or RVOU, or via the community,
through articles and/or on social media, the point is we
help each other.

“It is often difficult to ask for help.
In our community, there is no
judgment or questioning; there
is not a weighing whether we
should help each other.
Escapees simply do it.”

ESCAPEES VIRTUAL EVENTS

Escapees Virtual Campfires bring the conversation around the fire into
the online world. Hosted live on Facebook by members of the Escapees
team, they cover a range of topics of interest to any RVer. Join the
conversation in real time with a running chat on Facebook! Replays will
be available on Facebook and YouTube.

Virtual Happy Hours keep the fun going for Escapees and Xscapers. We
may not be able to meet in person, but we can still be social online! Hosted
by our event directors, we’ll catch up and chat on Zoom before playing a
game or enjoying another activity. Join your friends on Friday night!
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Our lives are also made better through our camaraderie. We are social creatures by nature and find
pleasure in the company of like-minded people. We take
comfort in the commonality of our individual and shared
experiences. We rejoice in the moments we get to come
together while RVing. We are not merely referring to
HOPs, Convergences, Hangouts and chapter and BoF
functions. We find solace in the ability to commiserate
at dog parks and on walking paths while maintaining a
six-foot parameter during our current crisis.
And, we lean on each other in times of need.
Everyone hits a point in life when they need the help of
someone else. It is often difficult to ask for help. In our
community, there is no judgment or questioning; there
is not a weighing whether we should help each other.
Escapees simply do it. Often, you do not even need to
ask. It is for this reason that we created the Peterson
Spirit Award. The Peterson Spirit Award is a way for
you, and for us, to commend those who truly and
selflessly befriend, support and help their fellow RVers.
The Peterson Spirit Award is entirely a peer-nominated
process. If you know a member worthy of recognition, be
sure to login to escapees.com and nominate them.
Caring and Sharing are the core values of this club;
they are the ties that bind. They enable all of us to protect ourselves in times of crisis and to be strengthened
as part of a larger whole. And, just as a virus can sweep
across the globe, so too can caring and sharing, in ways
large and small, one person at a time.

Quarantine Live! will keep you on your toes and entertained. You can
watch your favorite bands and entertainment right from the comfort of
your own RV. Tune in and join the party with your friends online Saturday
nights. We’ll all be there to chat, dance and share the experience.
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Baja Hangout attendees at
Valle de los Gigantes Park, in Mexico.
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WE’RE NOW ENTERING
THE SECOND YEAR OF ESCAPEES HANGOUTS
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Escapees Hangouts are the club’s program of five- to
10-day RV rallies for all members, featuring fun-filled
schedules, with active and adventurous activities throughout the day and evening. The intimate size of a Hangout
(usually limited to 25 to 30 RVs) enables you to make new
friends and build your RVing community while exploring the
local area together.

B

ecause of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
cancellation of all events in the spring, we are
now planning for Hangouts to resume late this
summer. Here are some of the exciting Hangouts
that will be available during the remainder of 2020.
August will see a reprise of last year’s popular
Downeast Maine Hangout in Sullivan, Maine, on August
17–24. We’ll return to the scenic Acadia Seashore
Campground near Acadia National Park, the “Crown
Jewel of the North Atlantic Coast.” We’ll explore some
of Acadia’s 158 miles of hiking trails, with abundant
opportunities for stunning photos among the park’s
picturesque rocky headlands, share a sunset picnic
dinner on the summit of Cadillac Mountain and bike the
beautiful Schoodic Peninsula Loop. Inland, we’ll pick
May/June 2020

wild blueberries and visit the picturesque town of Bar
Harbor. Optional activities will include a guided sea
kayaking trip, a traditional Maine lobster bake and a
ranger-guided boat tour of the scenery and wildlife of
Maine’s rugged coast. We’ll also get to enjoy an entertaining demonstration of logging skills by a great group
of lumberjacks (and -Jills!) at Timber Tina’s Great Maine
Lumberjack Show.
As this issue of the magazine was going to press, we
were working on rescheduling the Northern Utah Hangout
in Ogden (originally planned for May) to sometime in
September. During this Hangout, we will experience some
of the Salt Lake Valley’s most adventurous activities while
learning about its rich history. Highlights will include a
guided ATV safari up Ogden’s Waterfall Canyon, with
the option to experience a rock-climbing route, usually
reserved for elite climbers, on the canyon’s via ferrata
(Italian for “iron road”), where iron rungs placed along
the route allow ascending it like a ladder; a guided e-bike
tour on beautiful Antelope Island in the Great Salt Lake;
a team-based scavenger hunt competition through
the heart of Salt Lake City; a day at the Golden Spike
National Historical Park; a performance by the Tabernacle
Choir, followed by a tour of Temple Square; a disc golf
lesson and game on a pro-level course in Ogden; plus

“The intimate size of a Hangout enables you to
make new friends and build your RVing community
while exploring the local area together.”
open-house rig tours, an interactive game night, campfires and dinners at area restaurants.
In October, we’ll explore our country’s history at the
Colonial Williamsburg Hangout in Williamsburg, Virginia,
on October 19–26. One highlight of our week will be
a full-day visit to Colonial Williamsburg, a large living
museum depicting early American life with historic re-enactors who inhabit 88 original buildings, plus dozens of
restored and re-created structures. From our base camp,
a full-service RV resort located in the heart of Virginia’s
Historic Triangle, we will also visit the historic Jamestown
and Yorktown battlefields, hike in Freedom Park, enjoy
a dinner at Colonial King’s Tavern, ride the Jamestown
Ferry for a visit to Chippokes Plantation State Park, tour a
distillery in a historic setting and much more.
The following month, Escapees will gather for the
Florida’s Forgotten Coast Hangout on November 9–16
in Port St. Joe, Florida. This area was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael in 2018, but
the resilient local residents have rebuilt
much of their section of paradise. From our
waterfront RV park, we’ll experience the
warm Southern hospitality of the towns of
Port St. Joe and Apalachicola, along with

their history, shops and fabulous food. We’ll also learn
why this area is so important to the breeding of the
loggerhead turtle and is essential for those of us who
love Tupelo honey. We’ll have opportunities to bike on
Cape San Blas, kayak on St. Joseph Bay, explore the
Dead Lakes by pontoon boat, hike on the beach to the
wreck of the grounded Donna Kay and enjoy beach
bonfires, beautiful sunsets and a traditional low-country boil. The area is a photographer’s dream, so plan to
spend time getting that perfect shot.
In addition to these four Hangouts, plans are in the
works for a Texas Bourbon & Wine Hangout in the Texas
Hill Country in October. Plus, we’re already researching
locations for Hangouts in 2021! Remember that you can
always find the most up-to-date details of upcoming
Hangouts at escapees.com/hangouts. And, if you haven’t
already done so, be sure to click the button on that page
to ensure that you’re one of the first to know about
new Hangouts when they’re announced.
DAVID AND CHERYL GOLDSTEIN have been full-time RVers
since 2016, exploring the country in their 40' fifth-wheel
trailer. They are Escapees lifetime members and joined the
club’s national staff as Hangouts directors in early 2019.

Downeast
Maine
Hangout

2020

Aug 17–23
2020
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Northern
Utah Hangout
Sept. 17–24

Colonial
Williamsburg
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A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS
By TRAVIS CARR #8, Escapees President, and MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees Vice President
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Since this article was written on March 19, 2020, we can’t speak to the current situation of COVID-19, but as we write this, rapid changes in our lives are taking place both
personally and as a club. Grocery stores are struggling to keep shelves stocked, schools
are closed, countless events have been cancelled (including our own), many non-essential
businesses are no longer open, State and national parks are limiting operations, social
distancing/self-quarantining is in full effect and much more. However, the biggest fear, it
seems, is the uncertainty of what is to occur over the coming months and the impacts
this virus could have in every aspect of our lives. We have been quite literally blindsided by
the extent that the COVID-19 virus is having on our nation, our club and the RVing community as a whole.
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I

t is during this difficult and uncertain time that we
have become extremely sensitive to what is happening
around us and continue to be reminded of how great
every individual truly is in this community and organization. Like a lighthouse on a foggy shoreline, every kind
gesture, self-sacrifice and tenacious individual shines like
a beacon of light. For us, this holds true not only outside
of work, but is apparent every time we communicate with
fellow staff members. Each and every day, we are blown
away by their ethics and compassionate demeanor.
Throughout this chaotic situation, our staff has
remained steadfast and true. Many of them dedicated
hours of overtime to ensure that members’ needs were
(and are!) being taken care of. As an example, the social
media team worked around the clock to make sure that
news was being quickly disseminated. Event directors,
coordinators and hosts rushed into action to figure out
options and contingency plans where possible. Park staff
shifted into high gear so they could offer as many traveling members as possible a safe port during this pandemic
storm. Headquarters staff created a cohesive unified
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team to ensure that services remained (and continue to
remain) intact, from avoiding mail disruptions to quickly
issuing refunds to those whose events had been canceled.
While we have always known it requires a team effort
to hold all the moving pieces of Escapees and Xscapers
together, it has never been more obvious than it is today.
The truth is that not a single person is responsible for
the success, accomplishments or even setbacks this
organization undergoes. Sure, there wouldn’t be an
Escapees RV Club if Joe and Kay Peterson didn’t have
the dream, but it also wouldn’t exist 43 years later if it
wasn’t for the support of the members, volunteers and
all those who have shared their knowledge and talents
so unselfishly.
Today, because of all the collaborative energy that
makes up our organization, we provide more services
and have the largest team in Escapees history. While
each department and each individual have specific job
duties and responsibilities, the successful operation of
the mail service, the Escapees magazine, educational
programs and events such as Convergences, just to

“Like a lighthouse on a
foggy shoreline, every kind
gesture, self-sacrifice and
tenacious individual shines
like a beacon of light.”
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This is only a single example and, to be honest,
Convergences are among the less complicated programs under the Escapees umbrella. Services, such as
Escapees mail forwarding and Rainbow Parks, touch
nearly every individual in this organization in some form
or fashion. So, with that being said, we feel there has
never been a better time to thank each and every single
individual involved in this organization, regardless how
big or small—from our founders, Joe and Kay Peterson,
to the volunteer who held a shovel! We hope each of
you remembers to share your thanks to those who work
behind the scenes to make all of this possible.
In conclusion, it is our belief that no single individual
can determine the outcome of our community’s future.
It doesn’t matter if it’s an organization like Escapees and
the RVing community which it supports. Much like the
lighthouse, every beacon of light helps guide the ship
safely away from the rocky shores on dark and foggy
nights to its final destination. And we all must chip in and
do our part to be a beacon of light and not the rocky
shore.
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name a few, simply would not be possible if we relied on
one individual alone.
For example, while JP, our awesome Convergence
director, can plan and throw one hell of a party for you
all to enjoy, it also takes James from the IT department
to program and set up registrations unique to each
event. It takes Kerensa, our marketing director, to ensure
each event is effectively promoted and her working with
our communications director, Georgianne, to formulate
key communication messages to attendees and the
membership at large. It also takes Brandon and Cole
who create every graphic you see, in addition to designing stickers, t-shirts or swag items. It takes Kim and
Tamika to process all your event registrations. It takes
Carrie, who manages and monitors all the social media
pages that are heavily utilized to disseminate information and give members a way to easily communicate.
And, of course, we ourselves are also directly involved,
building and maintaining web pages, providing ideas,
feedback and support. It takes this entire team for each
and every Xscapers event.

XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

What a whirlwind the first few months of
the year have been for Xscapers! After a
spectacular Annual Bash, in Lake Havasu
City, Arizona, that has been covered elsewhere and in the bi-weekly newsletters,
there was no time to rest. This year
Xscapers took two caravans of RVs down
to San Felipe, Mexico, for our third year.
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he big difference this year was, in order to cater
to the demand, we split the trip into two 10-day
caravans, affectionately labeled as Party Peeps
and Chill Peeps. The Party Peeps crossed just
days after the Bash, which most had attended, and
the Chill Peeps came into Mexico on the day the Party
Peeps left, with the two caravans crossing each other on
the Mexican side of the border.
Both groups, Party and Chill, had a blast. The days
were spent working from our RVs, and then taking off
earlier than normal in order to meet for margaritas on
the beach or take an extended lunch break by heading
into town for great Mexican food and wonderful views of
the Gulf of California. The weeks were punctuated with
a trip to a local cheese shop for a tasting of the great
Northern Baja handmade cheeses and local wines from
the nearby Valle de Guadaloupe. After that our chartered luxury motorcoach (1960s retired U.S. school bus)
took us to our next destination: the first micro brewery
in all of San Felipe where, for the second year, the red
carpet was rolled out for us with a local band, great food
hot off the grill and an introduction to the Mardi Gras
Queens from the town. It wasn’t all fun and games. We
also partnered with a local nonprofit to do some tree
planting in town simply to help make the town a little
prettier every time we go back.
The caravans came back after 10 days a little lighter,
as several Xscapers realized that the Baja is nothing to
be afraid of and extended their stay in Mexico, some for
weeks and some for several months.
Just a couple of short weeks after the caravan
returned from Mexico, the next Convergence in the
spring schedule took place in Casa Grande, Arizona.
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Halfway between Tucson and Phoenix, over 250
Xscapers converged on the Pinal County fairground for
what turned out to be one of the best Convergences
ever, with a crazy diverse lineup of activities. The week
was kicked off with a DJ and dance party, followed by a
Sunday Funday concert from the Xscaper’s house band,
The Status Crowes. While that was going on, grills were
brought out for a collective barbecue in the beautiful
Arizona winter sun. It was a great day. Tuesday brought
a new musician to the fairground. On the recommendation of another Xscaper, the Matt Farris Band took to the
stage and brought the house down. His mix of country
and rock entertained the crowd for three hours. Matt
Farris will definitely make his way to future Xscapers
Convergences.
Midweek we partook in what is quickly becoming an
Xscapers staple and one of the favorite events, “The Lot
Crawl.” Think bar crawl, but with each parking section
being a different stop on the crawl. Time and items are
assigned ahead of time, with each RV in that section
taking an hour to play host to the other sections by
serving up appetizers, desserts, snacks and their favorite beverage. It is a great way to meet many different
people, see a lot of rigs and show yours off.
Thursday’s entertainment was sponsored by La
Mesa RV and had the Escapees tent roaring with fun
and laughter as we brought in a casino company for
some no-pressure Las Vegas-style gaming with fake
money but real fun! And Friday night saw a late-night
showing of a classic film. The Rocky Horror Picture Show
was shown on the big screen with over 20 actors and
actresses coming from Phoenix and Tucson to perform
the shadow-cast acts live on the Escapees trailer stage
simultaneously! It was an incredible night with many
Xscapers showing up in costume to match the shadow
cast’s crazy antics. On Saturday, some Xscapers attended a local rodeo during the day and an intense and fun
game of roller derby at night.
This was our first time at the Pinal County Fairground,
but I could see Xscapers making this a regular stop on
the Convergence circuit.
If this sounds like fun, join us at one of the upcoming
Convergences such as the one scheduled for Bend,
Oregon, or dry-camping on Fremont Street, in Las Vegas,
for Halloween!

Xscapers in Baja.
Xscapers in
Casa Grande.
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UPCOMING CONVERGENCES
Please visit www.escapees.com and www.xscapers.com for up-to-date information regarding events. Due to
concerns surrounding COVID-19, event schedules are rapidly changing, and events may be cancelled or postponed
after this magazine issue is published.

XSCAPERS ALASKA CRUISE

XSCAPERS BISHOP CONVERGENCE

AUGUST 14, 2020—AUGUST 21, 2020

RESCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 19–SEPTEMBER 26
TRI-COUNTY FAIR, 1234 SIERRA ST.
BISHOP, CA 93514

Want to head “North to Alaska” but don’t want to drive the hundreds of miles in your rig? Why not cruise to Alaska on one of the
newest and most advanced ships in the region? Join the Xscapers
on our second cruise, August 14 to 21, on Royal Caribbean’s Ovation
of the Seas, for seven days of beautiful scenery, fun excursions and
awesome nightlife options.

Nestled between the desert and the mountains, Bishop, California,
is an amazing place to be in the spring! Join Xscapers for an exciting
time at the local fairground just a few blocks from Bishop’s vibrant
downtown. As with most Xscapers Convergences, the weekdays will
be free to facilitate those who are working from the road. Events
will take place on the weekends and in the evenings.

xscapers

cruise to ALASKA

AUG 14-21

For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.
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BEND

Convergence
LAs Vegas

Halloween
Convergence
oct. 27-nov 3

bishop

convergence
sept 19-26

2020

2020

balloon
fiesta
convergence
oct. 2-11

2020
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MEMBER SECTION

EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension number for specific directions to events.
• July/August deadline: May 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions should be sent to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

DATES

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER

MT

Colombus, Itch Kep Pe Park

53

8053

01-05

CA

Hollister, Casa Da Fruta, Creekside

01

8001

07-11

OR

Lakeview, Juniper Reservoir

37

8037

12-16

OR

Rickreall, Polk County Fairground

34

8034

13-17

CA

McCloud, Mc Cloud RV

24

8024

13-17

WI

Superior, Mont du Lac Resort

12

8012

16-18

MI

Traverse City, NW Michigan Fairground, summer rally

06

8006

16-19

TX

Ingram, Johnson Creek RV Park

11

8011

20-24

WA

Lacey, WA Land Yacht Harbor RV Park

05

8005

21-23

MO

Osceola, Arrowhead Point Campground, casual campout

17

8017

02-06

OR

Lakeside, Osprey Point RV Resort, rolling rally, part one

37

8037

06-10

OR

Lincoln City, Wapiti RV Park, rolling rally, part two

37

8037

12-16

ME

Hermon, Pumpkin Patch RV

03

8003

16-20

OR

Lincoln City, Wapiti RV Park

34

8034

17-21

AB

Canada, Nevis, Nevis Community Hall

44

8044

17-21

WA

Cle Elum, Whispering Pines RV Park

05

8005

17-23

ME

Sullivan, Downeast Maine Hangout

Hangouts/National

936-327-8873

18-20

MO

Branson, Treasure Lake, casual campout

17

8017

24-28

CA

Quincy, Pioneer RV

24

8024

25-29

CO

Bayfield, Riverside RV Park, fall rally

02

8002

31-September 04

BC

Canada, Merritt, Claybanks RV Park

33

8033

01-06

OH

Mansfield, Richland County Fairground

36

8036

10-12

MI

Holland, Ottawa County Fairground, fall rally

06

8006

13-17

OR

Florence, Jesse T. Jones Odd Fellows RV Park

34

8034

14-16

AR

Morrilton, Petit Jean State Park

52

8052

16-20

IN

Lebanon, Boone County Fairground

51

8051

21-25

WA

Chimacum, Evergreen Coho SKP Park

05

8005

22-24

AR

Eureka Springs, Beaver Lake, casual campout

17

8017

30-October 02

MS

South Haven, EZ Daze RV Park

42

8042

01-04

NC

Linwood, Cross Winds Family Campground

29

8029

01-05

TX

Canton, I-20 RV Park

52

8052

02-11

NM

Albuquerque, International Balloon Fiesta HOP

HOP/National

936-327-8873

JUNE 2020
26-28

JULY 2020

AUGUST 2020
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OCTOBER 2020
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SEPTEMBER 2020

MEMBER SECTION
888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER

04-08

OR

Odell, Hood River Fairground

34

8034

05-09

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Resort

24

8024

08-11

TX

Comfort, Old River Road RV Park

11

8011

15-18

IA

Elkader, Deer Run Resort

49

8049

15-19

OR

Westfir, Casey’s RV Park

37

8037

19-23

AL

Dozier, Cypress Landing

26

8026

20-23

MO

Carthage, Coachlight RV Park, fall rally

17

8017

CA

Oroville, Feather Falls Casino KOA

24

8024

TX

Burnet, Big Chief RV Resort

11

8011

NOVEMBER 2020
30-December 03

DECEMBER 2020
JANUARY 2021
21-24

FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS, SEE PAGE 72.

Escapees RVers Boot
Camp will precede the
rally and be held
April 16–18, 2021.

SKP ACRE Rally 2021
APRIL 19–25, 2021

River Vista RV Resort, Dillard, GA 706-746-2722
www.RVMountainVillage.com

Magazine

The SKP ACRE planning committee, steering committee and rally team have
selected River Vista RV Resort, Dillard, Georgia, as the rally location for 2021.
The goal of the steering committee is to provide a quality rally at the lowest
possible cost. There will be some catered meals and, as always, a potluck
dinner. The Escapees SmartWeigh team will be available to weigh your RV,
and we have added Escapees RVers Boot Camp prior to SKP ACRE on April
16–18, 2021. Seminars will be provided on topics that include, for example, tire
pressure. Rally fee and camping fee to be determined.
The SKP ACRE registration process will begin online January 2021 at
skpacre.weebly.com. You can make your campground reservations after May 1,
2020. We are in the process of creating our new website. Although it is currently under construction, we invite you to visit often as we will be posting updates
for this event.
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FOR INFORMATION ON ESCAPEES RVERS BOOT CAMP, VISIT

www.escapees.com/community-calendar/category/rvers-boot-camp/
SMARTWEIGH INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.escapees.com/education/smartweigh/

We invite you to join us April 19–25, 2021.
Feel free to contact us at skpacre@gmail.com.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Director of Communications and Webmaster
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You can not
leave me alone
unless you have a
Fridge Defend®

by ARP

Gas/Electric Kit for Your

RV FURNACE
GAS OR ELECTRIC
at the Flip of a Switch
Endorsed by

"RV Doctor"
Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of
reliably and safety for your
RV fridge by automatically
controlling boiler
temperature, thereby
helping to prevent fridge
failure and catastrophic fires!

Endorsed by

"Trailer Life
Magazine"

Can you afford not to be fire safe?

www.rvcomfortsystems.com
Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

Be Electrically
Independent

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

A Small Investment Yielding www.arprv.com
Huge Returns—Your Safety! 406-494-1959

425-408-3140

www.RVSolarElectric.com
480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.
NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.
iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

CHAPTER MAP

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter, join a chapter and pay chapter dues,
if applicable. Yes! It is that easy. As you travel, we invite you to get to know
Escapees in your area. Call us for details and let’s get together.

Let’s Get Together!
22

33

18

5

9

44

3

39
34
53

41

12
49

37

6

47
36
24
46

14
38
2

1

51

54
42

29

17
52

32
25

45

26

16

21
10
11
57

8
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Indicates that an Escapees Head
Out Program event has been planned
at this general location during 2020.
See pages 08-09 for more information.
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR
JIMMY AND LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Directors

Dear Escapees friends and family,
The first few months of 2020 have certainly been memorable, and it will be the only time since Escapade began being
held that circumstances out of anyone’s control made it
necessary to cancel the event.
This was not the only Escapees event affected, as many
of our chapters and BoFs have foregone rallies, socials,
dinners and all other gatherings out of care for one
another during the covid-19 health crisis.
We hope that, by the time you receive this publication, we are seeing positive news coming forth out of our

medical communities and that all Escapees members are
safe and healthy and moving forward.
To each of the chapters, BoFs and Escapees parks
that had made plans to participate on The Row at
Escapade, we will miss you, but we thank you for your
support, and we hope to see each of you at the 60th
Escapade event rescheduled for next year.
Our wish to all of our RVing members is to stay
healthy, travel safely and, when this crisis has blown
over, please consider participating in as many Escapees
events as possible.
Through any challenge we may face, we will remain
your friends and fellow Escapees.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

1

Golden Gate

Carolyn Cleaves

831-277-6007

ggchapter1@gmail.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@rockymtnhiskps.org

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Steve Allgire

206-949-0186

chapter5president@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley1505@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Kassandra Dennis

408-603-0600

kassandra@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Betty Bush

503-705-9872

bettybush01@yahoo.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

12

North Central

Ron Nelson

507-259-7528

ron.nelson98@gmail.com

8012

14

Lucky Rollers

George Leese

888-757-7701

bigbg62@yahoo.com

8014

16

Georgia Azaleas

Joe Maltese

706-594-9374

escapeeschapter16@gmail.com

8016

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Keith Ellison

250-746-7919

keithandsue@shaw.ca

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

619 884-9069

mformico@cs.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Yavapai

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Al Wejr

250-545-1359

alweege@gmail.com

8033

Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Valerie Rasmusson

541-951-1972

valrasmussonrvclub37@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Sandy Thomason

209-984-5017

sandytom71@yahoo.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-7765

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@gmail.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

Gary Long

888-757-7701

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Dale Geary

602-799-5860

azdesertbum5@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-534-1537

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

Vernon Bergi

219-608-1148

bergv52@gmail.com

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

53

Treasure St Travelers

Randee Follmer

406-696-5064

rj.cm@live.com

8053

54

Wild West Escapees Neal Haerich

785-735-4969

nhaerich@gmail.com

8054

57

Florida Sun Gators

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

Lynn Lunde

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT A CHAPTER, VISIT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/CHAPTERS.
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Columbia River SKPs
Erie Shores
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SKP DINE-OUTS
It’s time to eat!

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.

ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Ruth E. Snashall: 408-206-2831,
ruthsnashall@icloud.com. Oct-April

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11:00 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Norm and Ritchie Eriksen:
480-671-0610, twocanyondwellers@msn.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike:
602-325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org
Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Nov 2017-April 2018
Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. David Sears: 936-215-1035 Nov-April

ARKANSAS

Conway: 3rd Mon, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 814 E. Oak St.
Don Tannehill: 501-410- 8950 April-Oct

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631
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Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant, 7148
Edinger Ave. Rick Comaroto: 714-889-8549, rnhcomar@aol.com
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Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

NEW MEXICO

Lakewood: Ladies’ breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303, for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Chadwick’s Pub and Sports Bar, 2300
Biddle Road. Valerie: 541-774-4394, valrasmussonrvclub37@
gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m., breakfast, Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec
Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

TENNESSEE

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

TEXAS

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., La Casita Mexican Restaurant. 215 S
Washington Ave. (Washington Ave is Business 59) We meet in the
back room. David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhorton2@aol.com

UTAH

West Valley City: 3rd Thurs, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 3399 West,
3500 South. Lawrence Pay: 801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

Modesto: 1st Wed, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Please call Sandy Thomason, 209-984-5017,
to RSVP and for the latest information.

WASHINGTON

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Tacoma: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Old Country Buffet, 5815 Lakewood
Towne Center. Barb Johnson: 360-908-0699, barbj1752@msn.com

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Perko’s Restaurant, 6215
Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights. www.goldnugget24.org

WISCONSIN

San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m., breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m., Mike Formico:
619 884-9069, mformico@cs.com
Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop,
202 Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m., Main Restaurant Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382

Mount Vernon: 1st Tues, 11 a.m., Royal Star Buffet, 2300 Freeway
Drive. Bud/Lori: 206-953-6433, budkauffman@me.com.

Portage: 1st Wed, 12 p.m., Dino’s Restaurant, 12900 New Pinery
Rd. Helen Hoege: 608-254-2055, khhoege@gmail.com. Oct-April

CANADA

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, 12 p.m.. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net

COLORADO

BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Smitty’s, In the Southgate
Mall, 117-50 Tenth Street. Linda Henton: lfhenton@gmail.com,
April-Oct. Except June and Sept

FLORIDA

BC, Salmon Arm: 3rd Fri, 11:30 a.m., PJ’s Family Restaurant,
#202 360 Trans-Canada Hwy SW. (in the Centenoka Park Mall).
Please call Maisie Beattie 250-803-9969 to let her know you are
coming. mlynneb146@gmail.com

MISSOURI

BC, Vernon: Last Tues, 12 p.m.. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m., Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
(To find us with your GPS, use alt address 3677 S Santa Fe Dr.)
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net
Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April
Springfield: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2020 E. Primrose Place
(off Glenstone). Vernon Eide: 417-209-8650. (Mention Escapees
and proceed to the room in the back of the restaurant.)

NEVADA

Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., Mountain Falls Grill, 5001 Clubhouse Dr. George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May
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ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov
ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28 Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com. May and Oct

Whether you are a full-time RVer, or simply on an extended RV vacation,
using an RV mail service makes it easy to get your mail on the road.

WHERE CAN YOU
RECEIVE MAIL
ON THE ROAD?
Post office via
General Delivery
Friend's or Family's house
Campground Office
Mail Box Store
Always check before having
mail sent to a PO Box or RV park.

ESCAPEES RV CLUB
MAIL SERVICE
IS THE LARGEST MAIL
SERVICE THAT CATERS
SPECIFICALLY
TO RVERS.
Give us a call and we can
help you set up the right
mail-forwarding solution for
your needs today!

936-327-8873

www.escapees.com

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand
your talents and share your knowledge. Whether you are a beginner or an
expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut St., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.
NEW! AVA America’s Walking Club: AVA is a nationwide network of
walking clubs. Its members arrange walks to local points of interest. We
host walks throughout the year, and you’re welcome to join America’s
Walking Clubs’ events. The cost per person per walk is $3. Membership
in America’s Walking Club is not required but encouraged. Members
can earn pins and patches. To join BoF, send your name, SKP# and
address to Susan Alton: avabof@aol.com.
Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com.
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter, Facebook and Yahoo! groups provide opportunities to
share the RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several
times a year. Send your name and SKP# to: boomerBoF@gmail.com.
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Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and
Judy Wilson, editors. To join, contact Judy Wilson at wilsonjudwil2@
gmail.com.
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Buffs: Buffs like to think of themselves as the Birds withOut Feathers BoF. This group is for SKP members who enjoy wholesome
social nudism. On our Yahoo! groups website, read reviews of nudist
campgrounds, receive answers to questions, read our newsletter,
locate nudist campgrounds who offer discounts to Buffs, see who
might be camping near you and get involved in discussions. No
cost to join. buffsbof@yahoo.com. Include SKP# and reason for
wanting to join.
Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering
of Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile churchwithout-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another without
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson, at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail:
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
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DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity to provide life-sustaining assistance. For info,
visit: www.dovebof.org or contact Brian at president@doveBoF.org or
Don at membership@dovebof.org (210-268-3931). Yearly dues: $10.
Escapees Elk: You must be a member of a BPO Elks Lodge to join. (The
BoF isn’t a Lodge.) Membership is free. For membership application or to
be directed to an Elks lodge, please email: elkbof@msn.com. Information on
get-togethers sent via email, or visit www.escapees.com/escapees-elk-bof..
NEW! Escapees Traveling Yogi: All welcome, from dedicated yogis
to those curious about learning yoga. We practice yoga at Escapades,
Convergences and other meetups, share recommendations for yoga
teachers, studios, retreats and amazing places to practice. We support
each other in progressing our practices/healthy lifestyles while we
travel. We help those new to yoga. No dues. Join us on Facebook. Send
name, SKP# and interest to Theresé: tbjulo@yahoo.com Namaste.
Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join, you need a Facebook account. Search
for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request to be added.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on research techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a
rally/research trip hybrid) held annually. Info and advice are shared
by Yahoo! group. Contact Albert at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr., #4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: We provide a link enabling members to connect with other
SKP geocachers, share geocaching information, learn from others and
discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby. The BoF hosts an annual
multi-day rally in Quartzsite, AZ, in late January, featuring morning seminars and afternoon caching outings. Communication is via Facebook or
e-mail. No dues/fees. To join, contact Wendy: skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.
com. Include address, names, SKP#, phone# and geocaching handle.
Hitches and Stitches: No muss, no fuss (no dues), chat about in our
private Facebook group, BoF Stitches and Hitches. Projects include
working with fabrics by hand or machine, clothes, quilts, embroidery
or crafts. We love them all. Share your successes and ask for help for
the oops projects. Contact Charlotte at Charlotte.Grady@outlook.com.
Inward Bound: From all religions to no religion, this group explores
universal spiritual themes. This is a shared leadership gathering where
each is both teacher and student in the spirit of Namaste. Inward
Bound BoF is a spontaneous session at an Escapees event. One person
may simply announce a time and place for gathering. Each session is
unique. Structural considerations are available upon request to help
you get started. Contact Bobb Barnes, at barnesonwheels@gmail.com.
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find classes, rallies and special
events. Members contribute info on a city-by-city basis. Available
websites feature line-dance class locations and special events. No
dues or newsletters. To sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups”
or “Search” and enter “Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the
Group homepage, click “Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at
the top of the page. Contact Margo: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net.

NEW! Low-Carb Lifestyle: If you’re eating low-carb, join us! We’re
here to support and encourage each other online as well as during
Convergences or our own meetups. Recipes and tips are welcome.
We meet online in our Facebook and RVillage groups. Feel free to
request membership in both. Send your name and SKP# to Julie:
thewanderinggants@gmail.com, Lauren: desertlemon@gmail.com,
Melissa: melissakadorian@gmail.com, or treemama@gmail.com.
Military, Veterans and Gold Star Families: Provides opportunities
for fellowship, food and fun to those still serving, have served or the
families of service members in the United States and Canadian Armed
Forces. No dues, and anyone wishing to join may contact Richard Strait at
EscapeesBOFMilitary&Veterans@gmail.com.
Nomadic Families: Brings RV families together to share info about
our lifestyle. Our mission is to promote exploration and freedom
while still maintaining a sense of community. It’s a place for traveling
kids/teens to make lasting connections with others where they are
treated as equals and encouraged to explore their surroundings,
unhindered by societal standards. Our goals are to have many
events each year, support Escapees/Xscaper family events and
encourage our members to form their own gatherings. Contact:
bofnomadicfamilies@gmail.com.
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who
wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership is not dependent
on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide.
Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more. Parking (including
water, elec, dump) is furnished. A current projects list is on NOMADS
Website and visible only to its members, but with nationwide sites. To
join, call: 866-466-6237 or visit www.nomadsumc.org.
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists
writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our new group
forum at RVillage.com. Sign up for free. Then click search or groups, and
enter “Penwheels” in the search field. Click “join group” to post. Send
your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@
earthlink.net) to add your name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact
Penwheels editor at margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please join
our Facebook group: Stay connected with animal-loving Escapees; get
notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade. Juliet Whitfield:
970-729-2946, dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com, www.facebook.com/
groups/EscapeesPetLovers

SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, news-

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives committed to constructively addressing public policy at every
level of government. By establishing relationships with like-minded
SKPs, we facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our
understanding of issues, policies and candidates for public office.
We seek ways to strengthen our communities, nation and world
by using our influence to bring about positive change. A closed
Facebook group is used to connect. Free membership. To join, send
SKP# to Larry Butler, at techcfo@yahoo.com.
SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year, member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Download member
form: skpsolos.org/about/. Print form, complete and send with check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N. Leslie St.
#556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@gmail.com.
SOWERs (Servants on Wheels): A nondenominational ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of
approved ministries, we choose projects and months we work;
www.sowerministry.org.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends. An
informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and at Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so we can meet each
other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good times with
great people! Contact Sean Miller, at seansmiller1@gmail.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV: A group of like-minded people who like to ride
their UTV/ATV. If you have a UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while
discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the group for you.
Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No dues. Contact
Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@yahoo.com
NEW! Whole-Food, Plant-Based (WFPB): This WFPB BoF group
is for those interested in learning about and sharing information,
SCIENCE and recipes for the WFPB way of eating. This group focuses
on science-based health reasons for eating a mostly plant-based diet.
No fees or dues. We’ll share information on a Facebook page, WholeFood, Plant-Based BOF SKP. Contact Ray Hatch: ray_h1941@yahoo.
com or Lodema Hatch: LO1942@hotmail.com to join.
Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North
Ranch, in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere
else our paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles
related to anything wood. To join, send name, address, SKP# and
$5/year to John Ely, 3213 W. Main, #279, Rapid City, SD 57702.
Newsletter sent 3x a year. woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent or
RV travel in countries around the world other than North America.
Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free monthly
e-newsletter. To join, send your name and SKP# to Kathy Howe, at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701,
plus extension— (DOVE x8083 and SOLOs x8080). BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator
Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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RVers With Telescopes: Casual group (no dues, rules or newsletter) Do you RV with a telescope and would you like to meet up and
boondock with other RVers with telescopes to fellowship? We plan to
meet during winter months in the Tucson, AZ, and Southwest darksky locations for a few nights of boondocking to share the love of our
hobby. To sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups” or “Search”
and enter “RVers With Telescopes BoF.” For more information, contact
John and Brenda Nejedlo: JohnandBrenda@GeoAstroRV.com

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit: www.skpphotographers.com. Brock Brinkerhoff/Janine Vance,
skpphotographers@gmail.com.

ESCAPEES

Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail:
rwsp606@gmail.com. to get roster and yearly newsletter, by e-mail,
$5; mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer,
2121 E Keenan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

letter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowplantation

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/northranch

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/sumteroaks

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/turkeycreek

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/dreamcatcher

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/raccoonvalley

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowsend
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SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
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CALIFORNIA
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25

$

130

+ Elec
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20

+ tax

$

23

Incl Elec

$

35

Incl Elec

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com

$

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S., Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

$

limited
$

FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
Discounted rates 5/1 – 10/31
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

$

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

21-26

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

20-23

+ Elec

20

$

Incl Elec

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

$

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

$

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.cohoskp.com

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

110
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100
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325
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-

-

$199
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-

-
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$
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-

125
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20
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22
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$

20
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$

27.75

+ tax

$
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$

365

$

Incl CTV

$

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”
Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and/or additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling: 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
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SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org
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22
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87
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-

Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join in the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Deserts and beaches are only one hour away. Sunset magazine
calls nearby Temecula, "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

EVENTS

N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive their one-week stay for $75; Make
request at check-in. Call ahead for availability. No reservations.

N

GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'

Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is
25 miles from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia and
Kings Canyon National Parks are only a day-trip away! The winter months are mild and the spring wildflowers are glorious.
First-time visitors can enjoy $50 off their first week’s stay!
Visit our website or call for reservations.

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110, plus tax/
elec). Explore many activities from this central location. Activities update provided at daily social hours. Visit the website or
call for details.
-

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N
-

283 n/a

N

N

N

-

N

254 n/a
-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First-time Escapees visitors will receive 50% off one week stay,
plus electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in
February. Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San
Antonio area and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a two- to
three-hour drive from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy. Costco,
five chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to restaurants,
churches; other amenities. Award-winning wineries, fishing,
forest trails and wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70 miles.
Stay six nights, get a seventh night free!
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Explore Washington’s Olympic Peninsula from Seattle to
Victoria, B.C. Art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries,
concerts, distilleries, festivals, fresh local foods, hiking, kayaking, live music, wineries/wine routes, whale watching. Stay
up to 6 months beginning October 1 (depart by May 31). Reserve now at Evergreen Coho SKP Park, call 360-385-6538.

May/June 2020

83

Magazine

-

ESCAPEES

n/a

N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
National Park? We’re your place to stay: large sites, reverse
osmosis water. First-timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships
blossom. See our website for our many activities and amenities. Then visit our active park in quiet south-central Florida.

-

128

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive their week at a 50% discount, plus
elec./tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers”
for details.

Marketplace
Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

SERVICE
STRENGTH
& STABILITY
SINCE 1902

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

FNBlivingston.com

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

936-327-1234 | 800-324-9279

FIRST STATE BANK

Professionally

Guided RV
Vacations

“When you need to Escape, just bring us along!”
Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
Remote Deposit • Online Bill Pay
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
• ATM at Escapees Rainbows End •
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com

Call for a FREE

RV Travel Guide

Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.bank

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas

Badge designs
starting at just $5

Magazine
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SKP BADGES
& ENGRAVING

ESCAPEES

936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211

• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins

For special orders or custom engraving
jobs, call 936-327-8873 or visit the
Website for more information.

www.escapees.com/store
May/June 2020

Advertisers Index

WELCOME THESE NEW
COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

RV-related services that you can use!
Adventure Caravans......................................................................CM# 35.................................25
ARPC, LLC.............................................................................................CM# 748..............................75

SYKL POWER BIKES LLC CM #950
715-760-0864

Battle Born Batteries...................................................................CM# 912...............................27

OLIVER TRAVEL TRAILER SALES INC. CM #951

Classified Ads...........................................................................................................................................86

POTHEADZ CM #952
816-866-7438

DISH for My RV.......................................................................................................................................23

GENE'S WASHING SERVICE CM #953
936-329-1612

Fantasy RV Tours.............................................................................CM# 830..............................84

Central Florida RV Center.........................................................CM# 740..............................59
Day’s End Journal and Directory...............................................................................................33

SKYMED INTERNATIONAL/
SKYMED FLORIDA CM #954
941-744-7656

DFW RV Roof.......................................................................................CM# 931...............................59
First National Bank.........................................................................CM# 126...............................84
First State Bank...............................................................................CM# 45.................................84
Giraffe G4 .............................................................................................CM# 660.............................35
J Wright Concepts.........................................................................CM# 829..............................75

GYPSY OILER CM #955
816-728-1787

Marketplace..............................................................................................................................................84
Miller Insurance.................................................................................CM# 285..............................53

PROTENG CM #956
561-301-6175

Multigenerational Wealth Strategies...............................CM# 13..................................84

REALESTATE SALES-CENTURY 21 CM #957
928-671-0757

Advertising Opportunities with Escapees RV Club

Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees
RV Club. Place your product/service before a large, dynamic and
well-established RV community with regular advertising.
Visit www.escapees.com/advertise, call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
commercialmembership@escapees.com for more information.

Passport America Club.....................................................................................................................19
PROTENG® Distribution Inc.....................................................CM# 956......................Cover
PPL Motor Homes...............................................................................................................................35
RVillage.........................................................................................................................................................84
RV Air.............................................................................................................................................................59
RV Comfort Systems, LLC ........................................................CM# 806.............................75
RV Driving School............................................................................CM# 3....................................84
RV Insurance Benefits..................................................................CM# 926..............................29
RV Roofing Solutions..........................................................................................................................53
RV Solar Electric...............................................................................CM# 28.................................75
RVTravel.com.......................................................................................CM# 932.............................84

OUR NEWEST DISCOUNT PARKS

RVer’s Ultimate Survival Guide book...........................................................................................26
SkyMed....................................................................................................CM# 85.................................27
The RVers TV Show.......................................................................................................................Cover

GREENSPORT RV PARK AND CAMPGROUND
130 GREENSPORT
ASHVILLE, AL 35953-4026
205-505-0027
WWW.GREENSPORTRVPARK.COM
%25 off of daily rate

Transfer Flow......................................................................................CM# 908...............................15
Workamper, Inc..................................................................................CM# 14..................................29

Advertising
Escapees Badges and Engraving...............................................................................................84

9720 ORIOLE DR
COOPERSVILLE, MI 49404-9206
616-837-6323
WWW.CONESTOGACAMPGROUND.COM
%50 off daily rate, except on weekends,
holidays, weekly or monthly rates.

50%
DISCOUNT

Escapees CARE, Inc.............................................................................................................................22
Escapees Commercial Members...............................................................................................85
Escapees Discount Parks...............................................................................................................85
Escapees Mail Service.......................................................................................................................79
Escapees Membership Application..................................................................... Back Cover
Escapees Roadside Assistance...................................................................................................53
Escapees RVers Boondocking Policy.......................................................................................48

Have you found an RV park that would be a
candidate for the Discount Parks program?

Provide the park name and address by e-mail to the advertising
department at advertising@escapees.com, or call 936-327-8873.
Remember to always contact a park prior to arrival to ensure availability.

Escapees RVers Boot Camp.........................................................................................................32
Escapees RVers Good Neighbor Policy.................................................................................88
Escapees RVOU......................................................................................................................................58
Escapees SmartWeigh Program...............................................................................................26
Xscapers.....................................................................................................................................................68
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World of Outlaws...................................................................................................................................05

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
HOME BASE

PRODUCTS

Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
CALL ME FOR LISTINGS or CALL ME TO LIST
Linda Stevens 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New custom homes, from $300K
with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage, and additional F-HU
outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
two hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat.
Phase 3 coming soon! 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com.
Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.
TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for rent. Each lot is 50'x100'.
One mile from the gulf and one-half mile from marina and boat launch.
Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.

HELP WANTED

Idaho State Park: Recruiting volunteers now for summer 2020.
Seeking active singles and couples as campground, special project,
maintenance and visitor services hosts April–October 2020. F-HU
provided with a minimum of 30 days, 24–30 hrs/site. Enjoy free entry
to all state parks, complimentary camping, scenic RV sites, outstanding
training and friendly staff. Contact: kathryn.hampton@idpr.idaho.gov
208-514-2493 or find out more and fill out an application online at
www.parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/activities/volunteering

MISCELLANEOUS

Magazine

RV Electrical & Appliance Systems:
Why They Don’t Work and How They
Could Be Fixed: Published 2019. Written
by RV user (not promoter) for 35 years.
Read Escapees Review by Marcella
Gauthier on website blog. $48. Purchase
online through Shopify store linked to
rvingoffthegrid.com.
The Reluctant RV Wife, an Amazon
Best-Seller: Follow a reluctant wife
and her excited husband through two
humorously conflicted years of RV travel.
He wanted to go. She wanted to stay.
They both change and find a new kind
of freedom. Available in both paperback
and ebook from Amazon and other
booksellers.
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RIGS FOR SALE

2003 New Horizon “Trek” Model
F24RB: Solar, auto leveling, four-season rated. Fantastic fans, double-pane
windows, oak cabinets, pantry, closets.
$9,000. Excellent cond. For more info
and photos, contact Dan: 956-2387319, d1s2land@gmail.com.
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The Buddha Board: a stress-relieving tool for practicing the
life-changing art of mindfulness anytime and anywhere. As you
touch your brush to the board surface, you’ll be drawn into the
act of creating, letting your outside worries melt away as your
stress falls from your shoulders. Then, as the water dries and disappears, you’ll be left with a clean slate, ready to dive back into
the chaos, messiness and fun of life. Available at buddhaboard.
com or on Amazon.
FOR THE BEST IN RV SANITATION: Blue Streak Automatic
Chemical Dispenser. www.bluestreakchem.com
FurZapper: removes pet hair from your laundry while you wash
and dry your clothes. Simply add FurZappers to your regular
laundry, and it will pull off the pet hair and wash it or dry it
away! Purchase at furzapper.com or where other pet care
products are sold.
Gypsy cream: Soothing moisturizer helps heal and protect. So effective, hospitals choose it for newborns! Inspired by a centuries-old
Romanian recipe, this signature skin care product was originally
created to treat psoriasis. The super-soothing, nourishing formula is effective for common skin issues: dry skin and dermatitis to
the fine lines of aging and even chemo and radiation irritations.
thegoodstuffbotanicals.com
LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are amazing. They have less bacteria, no smell and offer convenience. Ideal for
RVs and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401.www.lunatecgear.com
LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and clean gear.
www.lunatecgear.com
Secure My Legacy bags: Protect important documents and items
from fire, smoke and water damage, including passports, birth certificates, social security cards, medical documents, legal documents,
photos, cash, contracts, USB jump drives and more. The lightweight
(5 oz..) Secure My Legacy bags measure 11" x 15" and expand to hold
approximately 300+ documents. They are constructed of multiple
layers of water- and fire-resistant materials that can withstand temperatures up to 1,000 degrees F. www.securemylegacy.com
Radical Pan: solves common cooking struggles with a radical new
design. The lip of the pan has an extended height on one side forming
a backboard that makes it easy to flip food with a spatula against
it, or you can shake the pan and flip the food around with ease just
like a professional chef. The patented design and nonstick surface of
the pan reduce the need for added fats to prevent sticking, and the
nonstick coating has been tested safe by the FDA, SGS and NSF. It
can be used on a camp stove, grill or burner and will simply wipe
clean with a damp cloth. radusa.co
HÄNS: We use smartphones and other devices daily, yet how often do
we clean them? It’s time to clean our screens. HÄNS cleaning solution
breaks apart and eliminates grime, grease, dirt and oils where bacteria
and germs live and multiply. It's a reusable, refillable and sustainable
all-tech cleaning solution. Retail: $14.95. HÄNS Swipe-Clean is available for purchase at hans-swipe.com and Amazon.

Final Journeys

FINAL JOURNEYS

Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to
the families and friends of deceased members.
Burnside, Dick #36835-March 8, 2019: (Sylvia, 8201 S Santa fe
Dr., #220, Littleton, CO 80120-4314) Though we left Saguaro SKP
Co-Op years ago, not many of our friends there were aware that Dick
was ill with heart disease. We moved to Littleton, Colorado, in 2011
to be near our son Jay. Our years in Littleton, though happy, were
also stressful as Dick’s body failed him. He passed away in hospice,
and his body was donated to science. Dick was 85, and we enjoyed
eight years traveling the country we love. If there are friends who
remember Dick, I welcome any memories you have of him, with my
thanks for your friendship.

Reichardt, Otto #20539-January 7, 2020: Otto was a founder
and member of Jojoba Hills SKP Resort. Otto and his wife, Carolyn,
were highly involved in the building of the Co-Op. Both were ardent
hikers. They enjoyed several years of camping and traveling in their
motorhome, exploring various points of interest throughout the US.
(Reported by Helene Outlaw #34754, with permission from son Eric
Reichardt.)

Wildasin, Darryl #129-December 31, 2019: (Joyce, 109 Cottonwood Dr., Jamestown, NC 27282) Darryl and I joined Escapees when
Rainbow’s End was a field of 50 acres. We traveled full- and part-time.
Darryl died New Year’s Eve after years with a bad heart and dementia.

We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before submitting
a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Sheckell, Lynne #104044-October 30, 2019: (Gerald, 153 Rainbow Dr. #5331, Livingston, TX 77399-1053) Lynne suffered with
pulmonary fibrosis and congestive heart failure. She was a wonderful
wife, mother and soul mate. The last 10 of our 52-plus years together,
we served with the SOWER ministry group, and we enjoyed every
minute. The Lord is good, and she suffers no longer. Praise God. I
intend to continue serving our Lord with Sowers.
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Crow, Kallie Gregory #124529-January 29, 2019: (Roger, 116
Rainbow Dr., #1663, Livingston, Tx 77399-1016) Kallie died in Houston after battling cancer at the age of 72. After retiring, our decision
to join Escapees in 2015 was the best decision we could have made.
We traveled the US for one year before she was diagnosed. The time
traveled was fun, and we explored many places. Having left Hawaii
to go full-time RVing was an experience we reminisced as she fought
her illness. Born in New York, She worked as a model and as a flight
attendant. She even hitchhiked across the U.S. a few times, as she
was a free spirit, a flower child, before settling in Denver, then Hawaii.
Kallie was a business owner who operated and owned beauty salons
and also a beauty supply for over 30 years in Hawaii. While RVing, we
met many wonderful and caring people in Escapees and elsewhere
as Kallie was so vivacious and outgoing. We traveled to Greece where
she went on TV to find her family, which she did in Kalamata, Greece.
For the short time we traveled, it was Heaven. “I loko o ku’u pu’uwai a
mau loa aku”. (In my heart forever) Aloha and mahalo to all.

Howe, Nancy #88645-October 24, 2019: (Gerald, 234 Rainbow
Dr., #13492, Livingston, TX 77399-2034) We’ve been Escapees since
2005, enjoying family RVing since 1995. Nancy died peacefully at
home, in her sleep of respiratory and heart failure, following a long
painful illness. We have two sons, Steve of Wyoming and Scott of
Louisiana, and seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
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Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/benefits/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

Association Specials

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Member News (biweekly updates on events, benefits, and articles)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)
• Hangouts (meet up with other Escapees for fun, active experiences)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Roadside Assistance
Product discounts on tires, batteries, and more
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Service discounts
Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$399*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE PAID
at
Livingston, TX
and additional
mailing offices

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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WWW.ESCAPEES.COM

Watch Season 2 on Discovery starting

Saturday May 16

www.TheRVers.TV

Anthony

Peter

John

@ 8 am

Tom

Cait

@TheRVersTV

