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Thoughts for the Road

“We all have our own cherished
garden. Mine is the knowledge of
the help, happiness and
friendships Escapees has brought
to so many people. If we do not
share its cuttings, who will care
and who will help when the floods
of life try to destroy us?
We shall keep on pollinating new
services and selling memberships.
Who knows—perhaps the greatest
help, the most happiness and best
friendships are yet to come.”
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“Take part in the
comradery…”
If you haven’t pulled your RV out
of storage, now is the time. And,
for those who have continued
traveling through the winter, set
that compass to the southwest
and head to Tucson for Escapade.
There’s still time to join fellow
Escapees for this annual event.

T
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his issue of Escapees magazine is all
about helping you head out on the
road and begin to enjoy your spring
and summer travels.
Learn how to properly de-winterize your
RV after it’s been in storage. We want to
make sure you have all the mechanics of
your rig in working order, so you can travel
highways and byways with confidence.
With limited storage space in an RV, do
you know what tools you should keep on
hand? Mark Nemeth covered basic RVer’s
needs in the last issue and, in this issue, he
covers important tools to keep in tow. It’s
frustrating when you don’t have the proper
tools for a mechanical problem.
Do you still have an atlas or paper map
in your glove box? Well, don’t throw it out
yet. Even with today’s technology, paper
maps can still be useful, especially when that
technology is temporarily unavailable. Find
out how these maps still play an important
role in RV travel.
There’s a multitude of fun Escapees events
in store for the months ahead, so check the
calendars throughout this issue. Along with
Escapade and HOP events, there are chapter
rallies, BoF gatherings and exciting Xscapers
convergences. I hope you’ll fit many of these
events into your travel stops. Take part in
the comradery of Escapees RV Club, the
one benefit that surpasses all others in this
organization. We know the joy of the RV
lifestyle is the greatest when it is shared with
one another.
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On the Cover
Our cover photo for this issue was taken
by solo RVer and Xscaper, Becky Schade
#123751. Becky took this photo of her
truck and Casita travel trailer among the
spring flowers at Keyesville Recreation
Area in Lake Isabella, California.
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THERE'S STILL TIME!

Tucson, AZ

March 1 7 –22, 2019

The celebration is about to begin!
There's still time to join Escapees
friends at the 59th Escapade. This
event will be held March 17 to 22,
2019, at the Pima County Fairground,
in Tucson, Arizona. Escapade offers
education and activities for all ages.
Join fellow Escapees friends for this
exciting annual event.

Tucson, Arizona

Duane and Jean Mathes #115955
Escapade Directors

JOIN ESCAPEES’ LARGEST GATHERING OF THE YEAR!
REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

www.escapees.com/escapade or call 888-757-2582

Don’t get stuck with a

SPONSORS

$47,000

Air Ambulance Bill
view the story here

https://youtu.be/YiQK24QD7ko

350,000

Members have placed their trust in SkyMed

www.RVAdvantage.com/Escapees

PERFORMANCE

TRAILER BRAKING

®

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

Inverter to
Refrigerator

Schumacher
Automatic
Battery
Maintainer

Q. I have a 24-foot, class-C motorhome.
I read your article about running
the refrigerator off the storage
battery (non-engine) while driving
or possibly for short periods
when parked. I have a 2K watt (4K
peak) inverter and connecting to the
battery is the easy part. How do I connect to
the refrigerator? Is it 12V or 120V? I noticed that
there are 2-way and 3-way refrigerators. Do I use a dual
male cord and plug into the inverter and any outlet? That
would put 120V into the system, but it would also bypass
the circuit breakers.

Magazine
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A. The idea is to use the inverter to supply 120VAC
power to run the refrigerator in AC mode. To accomplish
this, you’ll need to either run a separate 120V circuit
from the inverter to the fridge or tie the inverter’s 120V
output to selected circuits in the RV using a transfer
switch. Under no circumstances should you try to
accomplish this by using a male-to-male AC power cord
between the inverter and an AC outlet. This could be
extremely dangerous. You would wind up with a 120VAC
present on the unshielded lugs of your RV power cord
plug!
One possibility is to run a dedicated circuit from the
inverter output to a dedicated 120V outlet located in
the refrigerator’s outside compartment. With this setup,
you’d have to plug the refrigerator AC cord into the
dedicated outlet to run it on the inverter.
A better answer would be to install a transfer switch,
either manually operated or automatic, that would
switch selected AC circuits between shore power and
the inverter. This requires a qualified electrician to
implement. Inverters that are designed for RV use often
incorporate this transfer switch into their design. Safety
is of the utmost concern here as 120VAC can kill you.
An inverter designed for RV use that hard-wires to the
battery system and incorporates the transfer switch
function is the best way to go. If your present inverter
does not have that capability, you may want to consider
replacing it with one that does.
March/April 2019
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RV BATTERIES

Q. When I plug into land power, the battery for the engine
doesn’t charge. Is this normal or is there a problem with my
charging system.

Bob
A. It is normal for most motorhomes. The reason
your house battery system charger doesn’t charge your
engine-starter battery is because starting batteries don’t
like to be under constant float charge. I have seen cases
where a well-meaning RV owner will run a wire from the
converter to charge the engine-starting battery as well.
Unfortunately, that continuous low-level charge will boil
the starting battery dry and ruin it.
If you are concerned with maintaining the charge on
your starter battery (like during a period of extended
storage), a good quality regulated trickle charger
works well and won’t harm the battery. I have been
using a brand of charger for many years, and I highly
recommend it. It’s the Schumacher Battery Charger/
Maintainer—1.5 Amp, Model# SEM-1562A. I use this
brand on my motorcycles and vehicles, and they have
extended the life of those batteries by keeping them
properly charged without over-charging during long
inactive periods. Schumacher recently discontinued this
charger, but they have a newer version that does the
same job: Model SC1319 1.5A 6V/12V Fully Automatic
Battery Maintainer. www.amazon.com/gp/product/
B0756Q88J5

Mark, My Words

MAXX FAN
Q. I would like to remove the old vent
cover in my bedroom and install a Maxx
Standard 4500K ventilator fan with
remote. There is a 12VDC light nearby
that I plan to tap into. How do I tap into
the line, remove the old fan and install
the new fan? What tools and material
do I need?

Al
A. The best guide for installing that
fan is by using the instructions that
came with the unit. They include
a list of tools and materials and
are thorough. If you don’t have the
instructions, contact the manufacturer for a copy: MaxxAir Vent,
Airxcel RV Group, PO Box 4020,
Wichita, KS 67204 (316-832-3400).
Al Peterson #73334, Escapees SmartWeigh Weigh Master,
weighs RVs at Sumter Oaks RV Park, in Florida.
PHOTO BY AL MILLER #18559

Tire Pressure on RV
Q. How do you determine if you have the correct tire pressure for your conditions
(load, speed, etc.)? I have always set cold to manufacturer’s specifications, then gauged
them after they are warmed up to operating temperature. Depending on the pressure,
I adjust the pressure as necessary.

Larry

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the large
volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will be edited.
Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark, My
Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
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A. Tire pressure needs to be set to the correct value to properly support
the weight that the tire is carrying. The only way to determine what the tire
pressures should be for your coach is to weigh it on individual wheel scales.
Then, armed with the actual weights that the tires are carrying, you can set
your tire pressure by the manufacturer’s load-inflation chart for your tires.
There is no other way if you want to do it correctly.
Once you know what the pressure should be, your tires should be brought
up to that correct pressure before the day’s driving. In other words, the
pressure should be set with the tire at ambient temperature.
Once you start to drive, the tire will heat up and the pressure will increase.
That pressure increase is expected and is taken into account by the tire
engineers when they develop the inflation charts for the tire. You should
never attempt to adjust the pressure on a warm or hot tire, and especially
don’t lower the inflation pressure on such a tire. If you do so, you will wind up
with an under-inflated tire and that can lead to tire damage or failure.
Always set pressure on a cold tire, and don’t be concerned by the normal
and expected pressure increase while the tire is rolling down the road.

The biggest hassle is usually
removing the original vent, as you
have to go on the roof and remove
the old caulking and sealing material
to gain access to the many screws
that hold the vent flange to the roof.
Once you get that done, the rest of
the removal is easy.
Getting 12V power to the fan
is more of a figure-it-out-yourself
kind of problem. What I have done
in the past is: remove the original
vent and the light fixture, then
see if it will be possible to use an
electrician’s snake or a piece of stiff
wire to pull some new 12V wiring
back from the light fixture opening.
Be sure the wire is properly routed
so that it won’t pinch or short out on
anything. Sometimes, drilling a hole
is necessary to get the wire into the
vent opening safely. Then, installing
the new vent is straightforward.
If this project is outside your comfort zone, you may consider having
an RV shop do the work.

RV Gadget Box
If your storage compartment key is
stamped CH-751, then almost every
RVer has a key to your RV!

Replacement
Compartment Locks
Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

Did you know that most RV manufacturers use the same
key pattern for storage compartment locks on every
RV they build? Look at your RV keychain. If your storage
compartment key is stamped CH-751, then almost every
RVer has a key to your RV! This is probably okay if all you
have in your compartments is sewer hoses and old lawn
chairs. However, if you carry valuable items in your outdoor
compartments, it’s time to think about replacing your
original compartment locks.

T

Magazine

hankfully, replacing these locks is neither
expensive nor difficult. For the standard
cylinder-type compartment locks, check out
Industrial Lock & Hardware Inc. (shoprvlocks.
com) They sell sets of replacement locks with unique

keys, and they have a handy measuring guide on their
site to help you determine the correct replacement
size. Simply remove one of your old locks and compare
it to their sizing chart, which you can print from the
website. If you don’t have a printer, don’t worry. Give
them a call and they’ll mail you a chart. Ordering is
easy, and you can have any number of locks keyed
alike. I recommend the tubular lock style, as they are
much harder to pick. These are the same style locks
that you see on vending machines.
If your storage compartments use latches with integral
locks, you have two options: Either remove the latch
mechanisms from your doors and have a locksmith re-key
them, or simply purchase new ones from a source such as
www.rvlocksandmore.com.

ESCAPEES
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SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.
A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS
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FIND TERMS, CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT GADGETBOX.ESCAPEES.COM.
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Premier Transfer Flow
Fuel Tank with ReliaSteel®

Only Premier Steel Fuel Tanks Will
Keep Up with a 6,500 lb. Truck.
Since 1983, Transfer Flow has been engineering excellence and crafting
premier fuel tank systems from the highest quality American materials.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made with ReliaSteel®, U.S. aluminized
steel, to withstand strong weather elements and heavy use.
Plastic aftermarket tanks are made using rotational molding, which
results in varied thickness and may require additional parts,
including expensive underbody plates for protection.
Transfer Flow fuel tanks ship complete with
everything needed for installation. Rest easy
knowing that your Transfer Flow fuel tank is
safe, legal, reliable, and backed by our 6-year,
unlimited mileage warranty to keep your
adventure going mile after mile.

®

REPLACEMENT TANKS REFUELING TANKS

(530) 809-3945 I TransferFlow.com

IN-BED TANKS

TOOL BOX COMBOS

Camping Kids

Your advice for RVing with
children could appear in a
future “Camping Kids” column!
Send tips for organization,
storage, safety, socialization or
other aspects of traveling with
children to
MELANIECARR@ESCAPEES.COM.

When I recall my childhood, I think about all
the extracurricular activities my parents
allowed me and my brother to participate
in, and how meaningful those experiences
were for me. The most memorable activity
was being a part of Girl Scouts, while my
brother was in Boy Scouts. The friendships
I made and the lessons I learned while in
the program were priceless.

Magazine

Oftentimes, it can be a challenge for RVing families to
find quality programs and social opportunities that
allow your children to experience the same type of
activities as those who live in a stick-and-brick home.
Consequently, I’m always seeking out new opportunities
for RVing children, so I was excited when I heard about
the revamped Fulltime Families Explorers Program!
According to their website, it is “a scouting program
that gives members, ages 5 through 10, a chance to
be part of an awesome club, earning special pins and
participating in solo and group educational activities
while on the road.” Participants of Explorers will:

ESCAPEES
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Featured Program
for RVing Families
By MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees RV Club Vice President

March/April 2019

• Learn new things, strengthen
problem-solving skills and
express themselves through
monthly projects
• Gain access to an active Facebook
group to receive information
and communicate with other
Explorers
• Have opportunities to attend
live meetings and other special
Explorer events
• Earn pins by completing projects
and attending events
• Make new friendships and connections, which will continue to
grow as the group learns together

Membership Cost

You must be a Fulltime Families
member to participate in this
program. Membership to the club
is $65 per year. This provides you
with access to their community and
events and exclusive discounts and
savings. The Explorers program is
an additional $25 per year, or is
free for lifetime members. Before
attending an in-person event, you
must purchase the Explorers hat
and patch, which costs around $20.
The hat is used to collect your pins
and show off your accomplishments.

Give This Program a Try

If you are looking for unique and
fun activities for your children while
living the full-time RV lifestyle, I
personally feel this is a wonderful
opportunity. Plus, if you are already
a Fulltime Families member and
your child falls within the age range,
it’s a no-brainer. Too often RVing
parents tell me they worry about
whether their kids will have social
opportunities on the road. I’m quick
to let them know there are many
opportunities to meet other families
on the road, and we urge you to
take advantage of them.
To join the Explorers program,
visit fulltimefamilies.com/explorer/.
As a reminder, you gain access
to one free year of membership
to Fulltime Families through your
active Escapees membership. Visit
member.escapees.com/members/
discounts to learn more.

NEW AND IMPROVED,
EASY-ACCESS RV EDUCATION

DELIVERING ALL THE
ELEMENTS OF RVERS’ BOOT
CAMP AND MUCH MORE.
In online classes led by expert instructors,
students learn about these RV-related topics:
• RV Basic Systems
• Hitch Up
• Tire Safety
• RV Driving
• Propane Safety
• Motorhome Towing
• RV Electricity

• RV Intermediate Systems 1 & 2
• Water Safety/Maintenance
• Personal Safety
• Fire/Life Safety
• Towable RVs
• Weight Management
• Domicile

MORE CLASSES ADDED REGULARLY!

ONLY

$79

ster TODAY!
Regi

Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM

The highest level of
roadside assistance
for RVers at $99/year.

Premium RV roadside assistance and benefits
Escapees RV Club is proud to bring you Escapees
Roadside Assistance. This program, powered
by SafeRide Motor Club, offers the highest
level of roadside assistance for RVers at an
affordable price: only $99/year!

Towing • 24/7 Tech Assistance
Mobile Mechanic • Jump-starts
Unlimited Service Calls
Mobile Tire Assistance and more!

For more information, call 877-803-3075.

www.escapees.com/roadsideassistance

Weight and Safety
“…you need to have a weather
radio and, most importantly, it
needs to be turned on.”

Weather Radio
By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available.
Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights
for your RV, toad and tow vehicle, and it will help you trim the
pounds if needed.

SmartWeigh weighing
is available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/smartweigh

March/April 2019
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watch is issued by the Storm Prediction Center when the atmospheric conditions are right for severe weather to occur. This can
include severe thunderstorms, flooding or tornadoes. The watch will
cover a large area encompassing many counties and perhaps several
states. When a warning is issued, it means that you need to act immediately,
so it is imperative that you know your location in relation to the warning.
Always be prepared with a plan of action. Upon arrival at your destination,
remember to check with management, or the local authorities, to find out
where to shelter in the case of a weather emergency, especially in areas
prone to severe weather.
If you do not have a weather radio, you can purchase one online at
Amazon.com or at Walmart or most hardware stores. Some RVs are being
equipped with a built-in weather radio in the dash radio. For others, the
cell phone can be programmed for weather alerts. Severe weather can occur
at any time, day or night. Therefore, you need to have a weather radio and,
most importantly, it needs to be turned on.

TO ORDER, CALL
936-327-8873, OR VISIT
WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE.
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

ESCAPEES

As RVers, we should always be aware of our surroundings, but especially when
it comes to severe weather. Bad weather is usually associated with springtime
weather. However, at the time of this writing, the RV park in north Texas is
under a severe thunderstorm watch with the possibility of hail or flooding.
The weather radio has been active all afternoon with severe thunderstorm
warnings. This means there is the chance of high winds or hail or both. It’s not a
pleasant way to spend the evening.

The RVer’s
Ultimate
Survival Guide

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG-FEED.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Security Tips for Park WiFi

Magazine

Today, cell phones and 4G have made it easy for RVers to
connect to the Internet. Unfortunately, data plans have
caps, and not all RVers want to pay the higher price of an
unlimited plan. Another issue is the reception. My wife,
Natalie, and I have been in locations with poor service, so
using our phones for the Internet was impossible. In those
situations, park WiFi may be the only option.

ESCAPEES
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Park WiFi is notoriously spotty, and
the speed varies substantially from park
to park, but the most concerning issue
with park or public WiFi is the lack of
security. Parks that hire professionals to
set up their networks can do a decent
job of providing security to a network.
However, problems can arise at other
parks that buy routers and antennas
and have a local, self-appointed tech
guru set it up.

The Risk of Public WiFi

While you are connected to the park’s
WiFi system, you are connected to a
router. Always keep in mind that everyone else in the park is also connected
to that router. This means you are not
surfing the web alone in the privacy of
your RV. Your computer and any other

March/April 2019

device you have connected to that
network is, in a way, connected to every
other person’s computer or device on
that router.
Anyone who may want to snoop in
on what you’re browsing can simply
find their way to your device on that
router. The parks that hire a company
to set up their system may have a few
security measures in place to make it
more difficult to find your computer
on a network, but that doesn’t make it
impossible.
Many WiFi networks are vulnerable
to “man-in-the-middle” attacks. This
is where an attacker diverts Internet
network traffic through their machine
before it reaches the router. Once the
traffic reaches their machine, they
can sort through the information for

passwords, usernames and other
details. This is of greater concern if
you check your bank account, e-mail,
Facebook or other social media site.
Accessing those sites on a public WiFi
can be a security risk.

Protect Yourself

The first line of defense is to make sure
you use different passwords for every
site. That way, if you do get hacked, the
attacker only has one of your passwords
and not all of them. There are many
other ways to minimize risk online, but
there are two major ways to prevent
someone from accessing your information on a public WiFi in the first place.

Use HTTPS

Make sure you see the lock icon
on the left side of your address
bar in your browser when inputting
personal information on a website.
The lock icon, along with “HTTPS”
in front of the address, lets you
know that you are using the secure
version of HTTP.
Entering information into a site
that uses only “HTTP” is sent to the
website as plain text. This means

Tips

Connecting to many VPN clients
is as easy as pressing a button.

Notice the lock icon in front of https:// in the
address bar letting you know this site is secure.

A VPN or “Virtual Private Network”
service allows you, the user, to take
control of encrypting all of your
Internet traffic. Basically, it prevents
anyone from seeing what you are

In Conclusion

Connecting to a public WiFi puts
your digital security at risk.
Regardless, if you are using a VPN
or not, make sure that any site that
you enter sensitive information into
has the lock icon in the address
bar and the URL that begins with
HTTPS:// and not HTTP://.
Levi Henley #125245

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Use a VPN

StrongVPN, ExpressVPN and
CyberGhost. When you are shopping
for a VPN, it is important to find
one that has positive reviews for
speed and privacy. I personally use
ExpressVPN because of their ease of
use and speed. Once I install the app
on my phone or computer, all I have
to do is press the connect button. In
minutes, all of my Internet traffic is
private and encrypted whether I’m
on park WiFi or using my 4G.

ESCAPEES

anyone who intercepts that information will be able to read it as easily
as you are reading this sentence. On
the contrary, information sent using
HTTPS is encrypted. This means
that, even if an attacker intercepts
your information, it will appear as
gibberish or a series of random
letters and numbers. Only the
website has the key to decrypt the
information you sent.

doing on the Internet. Having a
superior VPN is one of the best ways
to secure yourself on public WiFi.
Connecting to a VPN encrypts
your Internet traffic in both directions so any information coming in
or going out will look like gibberish
to an attacker. When you sign up
for a VPN, the company will give
you a program to install on your
computer. This program does all the
“heavy lifting” for you by connecting
and encrypting your data, providing
a secure Internet connection.
To use a VPN, you must first
select a service provider. You can
find companies that offer the service
for free; however, I personally would
avoid them. They are generally free
because they log your traffic to sell
your information to ad companies.
A few popular VPN companies
with high ratings include NordVPN,

Viewfinder

CAMPFIRE FRIENDS

Christmas boondocking with friends
new and old in Yuma, Arizona.

Magazine

BY ROBERT PEARSON #115687

BY ROBERT PEARSON #115687

We met a couple from England online who had been traveling in a 40-foot motorhome in
the U.S. and Mexico for over two years. When they visited us at our cottage in Vermont, we
introduced them to s’mores, the all-American campfire treat.

ESCAPEES
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John Clairmont #25641 rests by the fire while
in BLM short-term parking in Yuma, Arizona.

BY JOYCE SPACE #61818

SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer, even if
you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
JA19 (Due March 10) Strange Places: RVing travels take us to strange
and facinating places. Show us a photo of the strangest place you’ve been.

ND19 (Due July 10) Reading Escapees Magazine

SO19 (Due May 10) Unexpected Surprise: Sometimes an RV journey
offers more than we expect. Share a photo of your “Oh, wow!” moment.

MA20 (Due Nov. 10) Cultural Experience

JF20 (Due Sept. 10) RV Office View

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
ALL-NEW FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates &
valuable info online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with
updates on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy to
serve you!

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
I have enclosed check/money order in the amount of $ ___________.
Make payable to Passport America in U.S. Funds.

Code: GBSKP
$44

Reg.

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4
Months FREE

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $23.00)

Plus 6

FREE
$109 Months
(You Save $45.00)

NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY!
Please add $5 shipping inside USA or $25 shipping outside the USA (U.S. Funds).
Mail to: Passport America, 5713 Hwy 85 North, Crestview, FL 32536
Or Call 1-800-681-6810 or Fax: 1-850-398-6159

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Couple Celebrates 75th Anniversary and 43 Years as Escapees Members
In December 2018, Chuck and Alice Wyman #6355 celebrated 75 years of marriage with over 180 family and friends at
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op Park, in Aguanga, California. Family, friends and past charter members joined in the celebration to
recount memories of these long-time Escapees. For 15 years, Alice (age 95) has volunteered in many positions at the park,
while Chuck (age 97) focuses his energy volunteering at the gym and shop.
In 1991, the couple became founders of the Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op
Park. From that time forward, the
Wymans made the park their home
base for traveling and continued to
play an integral role in its formation.
Today, Chuck and Alice enjoy the
comradeship of their Jojobian friends
and can be seen at most every park
event. Alice is the chairperson for
the mailroom, and Chuck helps with
various other Jojoba committees.
In their spare time, they both enjoy
playing card games.
The Wymans remind all of us
every day that our park is cared
for by our volunteerism, and they
have set the bar so high. All of us at
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op wish them a
happy 75th wedding anniversary.
Dr. Bob Heidenrich #115807

Chuck and Alice Wyman #6355
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An Escapees Pioneer

ESCAPEES
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In a conversation with Marge
Bonnivier, it was obvious she was not
just an Escapees Pioneer, she was
also a real pioneer. Marge attended
the first Escapade in 1979.
Like most RVers, she didn’t let much
grass grow under her feet. Well, she
did let a little grow when she was a
rancher back in Missouri. However,
she was always in search of adventure
as she transitioned from a rancher to
a California spotlighter and then on
to be a sailboat full-timer. She lived
on a sailboat for 18 months and gave
that life up when they lost their mast
off the north coast of Columbia. But
she wasn’t done yet. The lure of travel
and of the unknown captured her as
she moved along.
In 1978 she heard about Joe
and Kay Peterson and their first
March/April 2019

Escapade to be held in February
1979 in Kern County, near
Bakersfield, California. Marge
attended and was appointed to be
the sheriff. Kay Peterson said she
was notorious for fining anyone
without a badge, as well as fining
everyone for even the smallest
infractions of her own laws. Thank
goodness, it was all in fun!
Marge’s daughter, Dianne, and
her husband, Carl, went with Joe
Peterson to sign the papers to
purchase the land for the building
of the first Escapees park. RoVers
Roost was created as a co-op with
the idea that leaseholders would
work together in the park, and that
motto still holds today.
In September 1982, RoVers
Roost was officially opened. It took
many volunteers to complete the

park, and most of those volunteers
weren’t even lot owners. Marge was
one of the original leaseholders with
her first lot being lot #99.
Today, Marge is one of the busiest
ladies at our RoVers Roost SKP park.
She volunteers three days a week in
the town of Casa Grande at a local
hospital.
Kudos to Marge! We’re lucky to
still have her with us at the original
SKP park in Arizona.
Jeri Williams #101624

Marge Bonnivier #67 with Kay Peterson #1

Different Viewpoints
Maritime
Miscalculation
In the “burial at sea” section of the
article, “At Journey’s End,” it incorrectly states that 1,800 feet is 100
fathoms. When my pop taught me to
sail in 1948 at age 10, he taught me
that one fathom equals six feet. This
calculation would make 1,800 feet
equal to 300 fathoms.
I stopped sailing in 1998 when my
wife, Dot, and I sold our liveaboard
sloop and bought a home on
Chesapeake Bay. We began RVing
a few years later and, among other
adventures, spent three full-time
years dragging a 40-foot Big Horn all
over the country with a Dodge dually
and a lot of support from Escapees
mail service. We settled in Florida
five years ago and downsized to a
nifty Forester motorhome. No matter
how far or often we roam, we’ll be
Escapees loyalists forever!
Don Ferris #101320

Warranty
Coverage
Reminder

Surge Protector

I agree 100 percent with Mark’s recommendations for basic items every RVer should take
along, and I would like to add to his list. When
I went full-time RVing, a friend recommended I
buy a surge protector to save me the headache
they experienced with a power surge in their
motorhome. The brand we have also shows if
the power pole you connect to is wired properly.
Thanks for your suggestions, Mark.
Glenn Funaiock #141922

Adapter Cord

I took the 50-amp cord another step. To use a short 10-foot, 50-amp cord,
which is all I need for most RV parks, I purchased a 50-amp electric dryer
cord. It’s about three feet long, had a standard 50-amp male plug on one
end and four bare wires on the other. I then purchased and wired a standard RV 50-amp screw female fitting on the other end.
Now I can hook the 10-foot extension directly to the RV without dragging
the 50-foot cord out. If I need the additional length, I simply remove my
“adapter” and use the extension on the end of the 50-foot heavy monster.
Kirk Singer #68140

Water Hose and Surge Protector

I’d like to add two thoughts to the article.
1. I have used several brands of water hoses and finally found one that is
much better. The Zero-G hose is lightweight, easy to roll or fold up even in
the coldest weather. It has the added bonus of taking up minimal space. You
won’t believe the difference! We carry both a 25-foot and 50-foot hose.
2. The water regulator is essential to protect the plumbing, and an EMS–
Surge Protector is just as important to protect your electrical system. We
have a Progressive Industries EMSHW50C Surge Protector hard-wired in.
If you choose to go with a portable model, you need to be sure to lock it to
the power pedestal. They are expensive, but worth every penny.
Gary Blair #140012

Adapter Cable Correction

In the article, “RV Essentials: The Basics,” in the January/February issue,
the “15-A male to 50-A female” adapter image is mislabeled. It should be
“15-amp male to 30 amp female.” I always enjoy reading Mark’s column in
the Escapees magazine. Thanks for a great article!
Stu Anthony #58145

Surge Protector

I enjoyed your article, and it was helpful for a newbie like me. I was advised
to purchase a surge protector. I have a computer background, and this
made sense to me, so I bought the Progressive Industries EMS-PT50X
Portable RV Surge Protector (50 A) for my rig.
Tony (and Donna) Godwin #148465
March/April 2019
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Buyer beware! When purchasing
extended coverage, be sure to read
what the plan covers and what is not
covered under the warranty before
you buy it.
Neal Parker #115147

RV Essentials:
The Basics

ESCAPEES

When I bought my RV, I purchased
extended warranty coverage for the
slideout. So, when the slide had a
mechanical failure and the control
module stopped working, I called the
insurance company. They said the
warranty only covered the motor’s
wiring and switches, so my $450
control module wasn’t covered.
When I purchased the warranty, the
company didn’t provide me with any
information on what wasn’t included
in the coverage. The company’s representative said I should be able to find
the information I needed online.

READERS RESPONSES TO

Different Viewpoints

Protecting Nature

From our cottage in Vermont, we can walk in any of the five directions from
our driveway. Most every morning, my husband, Larry, and I walk a mile out
and back on one of the roads and pick up trash along the way. The money
we get from the beer and soda can deposits pays our bag fee for leaving the
trash at our local transfer station. Sometimes we fill two to four plastic grocery bags in one morning. We have found money, stamps, a baby crib, a gun
with heroin and paraphernalia for grinding and bagging the heroin (we called
a state trooper who came and got that from us), a college student’s lost
wallet, a wood splitting maul, a credit card at the end of a person’s driveway
(she didn’t even know it was missing) and more. We have had strangers stop
and thank us for picking up the trash. It feels good to be appreciated, but we
do it only because we like to keep Vermont beautiful.
Joyce Space #61818

AS
WE TRAVEL WE PICK UP
My wife, Vicki, and I knew we wanted to travel the country

Magazine

in retirement. Thanks to her desire to research and plan, we
knew that volunteering could result in a free campsite and
allow us to give back to those beleaguered federal, state,
local and private agencies that are tasked with providing
so much with too little staff and budget. The website www.
volunteer.gov lists volunteer opportunity in federal agencies
utilizing volunteers, and most states list their opportunities
on their various sites.

ESCAPEES
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In 2015, we spent a few months at the Savanac Historic
Tree Nursery mowing grass, maintaining historic buildings
from the CCC days, picking up trash on trails and watering
and weeding seedlings planted by the students in the local
schools. We found volunteering allowed us to learn the
history of an area far better than a simple camping trip
would. We were hooked and went on to volunteering at
national parks, state parks, US Fish and Wildlife refuges
and a privately owned and operated logging and forestry
museum in Maine. When not at a volunteer site, we pick
up trash at rest stops and lunch breaks along the road. We post our pictures
of the collected bounty on the Facebook page started by friends of ours,
Airstreamers Clean Up America.
As we travel, we picked up the unsightly litter, which removed plastics
from streams, rivers and the ocean. Cans no longer attracted birds or
rodents, plastic rings no longer threatened wildlife and sea turtles can thrive
without plastic shopping bags imitating a food source. But more important,
it is our interactions with visitors, where we can discuss the evils of litter,
feeding wildlife and allowing nature to remain unspoiled, that magnifies our
results.
There is still litter out there, and I know we can’t pick up all of it. However,
every piece we do pick up and dispose of properly is one less in view, in the
food chain and in the oceans.
Tom Ketchum #115554

“There is still litter out
there, and I know we
can’t pick up all of it.
However, every piece
we do pick up…
is one less in view, in
the food chain and in
the oceans.”

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Gas/Electric Kit for Your

RV FURNACE
GAS OR ELECTRIC
at the Flip of a Switch

GUIDED
RV TOURS & RALLIES
LOWER 48 • ALASKA • CANADA • OVERSEAS

Endorsed by

"RV Doctor"
Endorsed by

"Trailer Life
Magazine"

Professionally planned routes and trip itineraries - created with you in mind;
Experienced & Professional Staff providing Exceptional Customer Service;
RV Parking Fees for nights listed; Tickets & Admissions for shows, events, &
activities listed; Meals & Social Parties as listed PLUS a few surprises;
Merchandise Gifts and so much more.

425-408-3140
www.rvcomfortsystems.com

Request your FREE
RV Vacation Catalog today!

5%
Off*
FOR NEW ADVENTURERS

*Terms & Conditions Apply.
Call for details.

Extended Stay Trailer
Starting at

$45,900

2019 CrossRoads HAMPTON 370FDL Destination Trailer

zero rated True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$129,572

2019 Heartland Landmark 365 Newport

constructed for sub-zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$155,416

2019 DRV Full House Toyhauler

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Specializing in High End fifth Wheels and full time rv living

Full Time
Camper

Visit us at

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3
Mobile Suites available up to 44 ft length

www.rvsforless.net

$144,385

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Elite Suites 40KSSB4
Elite Suites available up to 44 ft length

$197,842

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

2019 DRV Mobile Suites Aire

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$128,900

• Customer-Focused before and after the sale
• Service, parts and accessories for new and used units
• 1st-Timer Training, Full-Timer Experts
• Best Price in the industry on DRV and Heartland Landmark

to view New & Used Campers and
to see why we are the #1 USA
dealer for DRV 2011-2017,
one of the first Heartland
Landmark dealers and a Top 5
USA dealer for Heartland
Landmark 2005-2017.

Call us at 865-521-9112 or Toll Free at 877-228-6975
We Make Your Dreams Come True

CARE

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

Cooking with care at CARE
Born and raised in Houston, Texas, where his mom
worked for Conoco, Joseph Munson recalls helping his
older brothers “prep the meals,” so it would be easy for
his mom to fix dinner when she got home. “My first job
was waiting tables and cooking to get through college,”
says Joseph. “I later worked for restaurants, doing
everything from manning the front desk to serving as
waiter, bartender or cook.”
He’s now been in the restaurant business for 28
years, coming to Escapees CARE as a part-time cook in
February 2018. Joseph remembers most of his menus
from the many places where he’s cooked, including
Bergstram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. There, he was
one of the numerous cooks providing “better-than-average-quality food” to some 35,000 people a day in 13
dining halls. He’s also cooked for fine-dining establishments, such as the Estrella Steak and Lobster House, in
New Orleans; the Magnolia Café, in Austin, Texas, and
Jimmy Walker’s Seafood Restaurant, in Kemah, Texas.
A third-generation RVer and second-generation
Escapee, Joseph was working in Colorado before coming
to Texas to be near his dad, who was battling neuroendocrine pancreatic cancer. He worked in Humble, Texas,
until a part-time job opened at CARE and he applied.
“When I arrived, Dad was still mowing the lawn,” he says,
“but it was soon obvious he wasn’t doing well.” He died
on Fathers Day weekend in 2018.
Joseph hadn’t intended to stay, but found some
talented people in the kitchen and realized professional
organization was needed. Now, as CARE’s food service
manager, he utilizes each person’s strength and area
of expertise, organizing and setting up standardized
recipes. “If it’s really good,” he says, “we want to be able
to make it again.”
And CARE had a full house for Thanksgiving. “We
wanted to feed as many as possible while giving the staff
time to be with their families. There were six people in
the kitchen, including Joseph, who normally cooks three
or four days a week, alternating with Chef Bobby Mainor
who cooks on the other days. In addition, Joseph does
22
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inventory, ordering, nutritional planning, menus, budgeting of food costs and making sure everything gets used.
“We have to make do with food from all the sources,
such as the US Department of Agriculture and the Food
Bank,” says Joseph. “We try to keep costs low while
competing with restaurants for quality food in the area.”
“We also try to cater to the residents’ favorite flavors,”
he says, “and when it gets quiet in the dining room and
everyone’s eating, we know we’ve done a good job. As
we receive more residents and the staff becomes more
seasoned, we have plans to offer a greater variety. This
facility is always growing and, with the addition of some
minor equipment, we can prepare for a lot more. It’s a
work in progress.”
Article and photos by Anita Mandot Hickman #41291

CARE Kitchen Staff
Front (l-r) Kathy Mothershead, Renee Donahou and
Ashley Moore. Back (l-r) Debra Basdeo, Bobby Mainor,
Joseph Munson and Judy Horner

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our
center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours a week for four weeks
driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.paypal.
com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or through
a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees CARE. For further
details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com or visit
www.escapeescare.org |

Love to travel?

Whether it’s seeing new places, or returning
to favorites, a SkyMed membership gives you
the confidence to travel knowing you can get
home (to YOUR doctor or hospital of choice) in
case of critical illness or injury.

Learn more about why you should

NEVER TRAVEL WITHOUT US!

Call our office for presentation dates in your area.

®

No Copays • No Deductibles • No Claim Forms

800-679-2020 • www.skymed.com

Looking for Work? Looking to Hire?
Your personal resource center!

As working RVers grow in number,
there is a growing demand for jobs
that suit their mobile lifestyle. To
meet this need, Escapees RV Club
has created an online Job Board, a
resource connecting those in need of
flexible staff with remote workers.

JOB BOARD
POWERED BY

www.escapees.com/job-board

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!

MOAB OUTDOOR ADVENTURE HOP
Magazine

(Head Out Program)
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May 29—June 3, 2019 Moab, Utah

Price Range: Two-person rig: $1,080.00; Additional person: $455.00; One-person rig: $695.00
Moab, Utah, is the perfect climate for outdoor events, and Escapees has an exciting, action-packed outdoor adventure
awaiting your arrival. Days will be filled with 4x4 runs while exploring the beautiful Moab area. An all-day rafting trip
will bring fun and adventure as you experience views of the canyon scenery. At break time, we’ll stop for lunch along
the riverbank. Adventure back to the time of Dinosaurs with exhibits and technology dedicated to the formation of
Dinosaur tracks and the stories they tell us. Also, explore ancient sea creatures on this excursion! On the last day,
experience a cruise up the river and learn about the formations of the red rock cliffs that surround you. Afterwards,
back at the dock, enjoy live music and a farewell dinner.

UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
GUNS AND AMMO HOP
MARCH 22, 2019, Tucson, Arizona

Price PP: Revolver: $47
Price PP: Semi-auto: $47
Price PP: Both revolver and semi-auto: $62

TUCSON AND
THE WILD WEST HOP

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE HOP

OSHKOSH AIR SHOW HOP

APRIL 10–21, 2019

JULY 21–28, 2019

MARCH 22, 2019

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Price PP: $1,950–$2,609

Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Price: $510–$780

Tucson, Arizona
Price PP: $90

PAY N
1/2 D2OLWATER
AND 1R/ YOUR
FO ENT.
HOP EV
n.
registratio
ailable at
Option av available with
Not
Ps.
cruise HO

Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RVers.

Delicate Arch at Night
PHOTO BY JACOB W FRANK,
COURTESY OF NPS

ESCAPEES

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

*EVENT PRICES ARE BASED ON ONE TO TWO RV OCCUPANTS ONLY.

ALASKA CRUISE HOP
AUGUST 4–11, 2019

Seattle, Washington
Price PP: $1,399–$2,139

JEKYLL ISL OUTDOOR HOP
(HEAD OUT PROGRAM)

THE BALLOON FIESTA HOP
(HEAD OUT PROGRAM)

THE CARIBBEAN CRUISE HOP

SEPTEMBER 23–27, 2019

OCTOBER 04–13, 2019 (3 OPTIONS)

Jekyll Island, Georgia
Price Range: $395–$495

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Price Range: $985–$1,350

Galveston, Texas
Price PP: $547–$877

OCTOBER 20–27, 2019
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FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

SKP Stops

MAGNOLIA MANIA
Waco, Texas

Magazine

300 Austin Ave. | Waco, Texas 76702
www.waco-texas.com • 254-299-2489
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Waco, Texas, located between Dallas and Austin, has
always had a lot to offer its visitors. But since Chip and
Joanna Gaines, HGTV’s stars of the hit TV show, Fixer
Upper, hit the airwaves, many tourists are traveling to
the city to see the locations featured on the show. I,
too, wanted to visit the hot spots that fall under the
Gaines’ corporate umbrella, while also learning about the
historic landmarks of the city.
I begin my tour at Magnolia Market at the Silos.
This two-block complex is in the center of downtown.
After shopping in the market, I watch families playing
games on the lawn (equipment provided by Magnolia)
and relaxing on family-sized “porch” swings. Even on
this winter day, the gardens are beautifully manicured.
Lovely cascades of green decorate the entryway to
Magnolia Seed + Supply.
Food trucks line one edge of the lawn, and cupcakes
and other baked goods are available at Silos Baking Co.
March/April 2019

A big plus is that employees are in abundance and
more than willing to help visitors. One employee I speak
to explains where the restaurant, Magnolia Table, is
located. As she shows me a map, a bright green trolley
pulls up to the curb. The employee explains the trolley is
free and takes guests throughout the Silo District or to
Magnolia Table as well as other shops and museums.
Because I know I will drive directly to the restaurant
the next day for lunch, I hop on the Silo District Trolley.
The second stop is Austin Avenue lined with wonderful
gift and design shops.
As soon as I step into Christi’s, I am asked where I am
from. “We get customers from all over the world,” says
store owner Christi Proctor Hurst. I soon discover that
Christi is another HGTV regular; a designer on the TV
show Trading Spaces.
In Christi’s and her store next door, Titch & Burt’s
Mercantile, the designer combines her inventory into

SKP Stops

Fixer Upper fans will recognize the signature
green truck at Magnolia Market, a favorite
photo spot for tourists.
PHOTO BY MARILYN JONES

If you go: Due to popular demand, the Waco Convention & Visitors
Bureau has created the Magnolia Trail, which highlights many of the
businesses and homes featured on the popular television show. For
more information, visit wacoheartoftexas.com/magnolia-trail.

March/April 2019
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early bottling equipment and branding.
Guests can take a self-guided tour. Guided tours are
available for groups of 10 or more who have booked
their tour at least a week in advance (254-757-1025).
A well-stocked gift shop and a sample of the famous
beverage end the tour.
For the return trip aboard the trolley, we pass several
hotels, restaurants and shops before arriving back at the
Magnolia Market.
For any fan of HGTV, shopping and fun dining, Waco’s
new focus is perfect for a fun getaway!
Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor

ESCAPEES

boutique clothing, unusual and hard-to-find gift items,
and design ideas.
Across the street is Simply Irresistible, a gift, design
and furniture store filled to the brim with an amazing
array of items. The showroom is huge. Allow at least an
hour to truly enjoy this store.
Another trolley stop is within two blocks of Waco’s
historic and famous Dr Pepper Museum and the Free
Enterprise Institute.
It all began at Morrison’s Old Corner Drug Store
where Charles Alderton, a young pharmacist working at
Morrison’s store, invented the famous drink. In addition
to filling prescriptions, he enjoyed serving carbonated
drinks at the soda fountain.
Housed in the 1906 Artesian Manufacturing and
Bottling Company building, the museum chronicles
young Alderton and his flavor experiments. There are
three floors of exhibits showcasing Dr Pepper history,

SKP Stops

HASTINGS STORE

West Danville, Vermont
2748 US-2, West Danville, VT 05873, 802-684-3398
www.facebook.com/Hastings-Store-312134591721• N44.40883 W72.19526

My husband, Larry, and I were meandering around northern Vermont, along route 2, planning to bike the Lamoille
Valley Rail Trail, from West Danville to Saint Johnsbury. On
this route, we discovered Hastings Store, in West Danville,
located at the east end of Joe’s Pond.
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e’ve been to many country stores in
Vermont. However, Hastings Store captured
our attention more than most due to its history and the stories written on the walls and
told by the owners. One sign explains that Joe’s Pond is
named after Indian Joe (1745–1819), a Coosuck Indian
who was nursed back to health by a family of settlers
after being wounded in a raid on their settlement.
Joe’s Pond is the largest body of water in Vermont
to be called a pond and was given that name by the
Vermont State Legislature.
The Hastings Store has been in the same family for
103 years. Jane, one of the owners, is an eighth-generation Vermont native and a justice of the peace. She
told us about a couple who came in dressed in hunting
clothes and wanted to be married right then and there.
They had a marriage license, so she married them under
the mounted deer head that her father had shot.
Before you enter the store, you can look through the
shelves of books on the porch. There is a post office in
one corner of the store. Until recently, someone from
Jane’s family had always been the postmaster. Do you
need a granite headstone? Order one in the store.
March/April 2019

Want to buy a ticket to Joe’s Pond Ice Out contest?
Purchase it in the store. For one dollar per ticket, you
can choose the exact date and time you think a cinder
block, fastened to a clock, will fall through the ice in
Joe’s Pond. When the block falls through, it disconnects
and stops the clock. That determines the exact time the
ice has officially melted. Whoever guesses closest to the
time and date receives between $4,000 and $5,000.
There are over 12,000 entries each year and you, too,
can enter. You don’t have to be in Vermont. Visit www.
joespondvermont.com/iceout.php to enter online.
Entries must be received by April 1, 2019.
The town’s people enjoy meeting in the store to “fix
the problems of the world” over a meal. If that appeals
to you, I’ll bet one of the 100 dozen donuts Garey makes
each week will tempt you.
Other than Hastings Store, tiny West Dansville also
has a restaurant, gift shop, covered pedestrian bridge
and a park along Joe’s Pond, where you can launch a
canoe or kayak. The hard-packed gravel rail trail spans
17 miles from Saint Johnsbury to West Danville. After a
beautiful bike ride, mostly through woods, moss, ferns,
wildflowers and rocky ledges, an ice cream cone from
the Hastings Store was a tasty and refreshing treat.
Parking is available for any size RV at a “park and
ride” across the street from the store (N44.40883
W72.19526) or down the road at the park/boat launch,
off route 15, slightly north of route 2.
Article and photo by Joyce Space #61818
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AVENUE OF GIANTS

Humboldt County, California
PO Box 276, Weott, CA 95571, Weott, CA 95571 • 707-946-2263 • humboldtredwoods.org

Avenue of the Giants parallels Hwy 101, meandering
through magnificent groves of coast redwoods, with
frequent views of the Eel River. The road is an easy drive in
an RV and an alternative to freeway driving with frequent
pullouts. There are foot trails, picnic areas and both
public and private RV parks, making it a perfect route
for Escapees traveling north or south, through northern
California. It is the ultimate coastal redwood experience.
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his magical 31-mile drive travels through
Humboldt Redwoods State Park and several
small communities. According to the park’s
information, it is the “largest expanse of
ancient redwoods left on the planet.”
Viewing from the road as you drive is spectacular, but
parking allows visitors to walk through the redwoods.
An auto tour describes several of the nature walks. The
trails range from a half-mile to several miles, and most
are level and easy. Founder’s Grove, one of the best
known, is a short half-mile round trip. I am fond of the
Drury-Chaney Grove. Anyone interested in architecture
will want to see the covered hearthstone shelter in the
Women’s Federation Grove, designed by Julia Morgan.
Inside the groves, it is cool and shady. Sorrel covers
the ground and ferns sprout from downed redwoods.
The coast redwoods thrive in this small, geographic area
because of the wet winters and frequent summer fogs.
However, there is less fog along Avenue of the Giants
than among the trees that are closer to the coast. Don’t

despair if you are there on a foggy day. It is easier to
photograph when the light is soft.
There’s a unique motorhome display at the Redwoods
State Park visitor center, between Weott and Myers Flat,
next to Burlington Campground. This “travel-log” was
carved from a single eight-ton redwood log and mounted
on a Nash Quad chassis. Built in 1917, it was hollowed,
using adze and axe, by Charles Kellogg, famous as a
naturalist noted for his ability to sing bird songs.
The Eel River is a designated wild and scenic river, and
it can be wild. Watch for the high-water sign in Weott.
The 35-foot pole designates the high-water mark from a
devastating winter storm in 1964.
The park is designated as a world heritage site and
international biosphere. There is no charge to drive
through. During the summer months, reservations are
needed for the campgrounds, and there are length
limits. There are also private parks along the route.
To get to Avenue of the Giants, take the easy exit
at Phillipsville, about 20 miles north of Garberville, if
heading north, or the Pepperwood exit heading south,
about 45 miles below Eureka. There are additional exits/
entrances along the route.
Inside the groves, all the senses come into play, with
a scent unique to the environment and quiet that is
reverential. The size of the trees dwarfs all else, and
with ages up to 1,500 years old, they make most other
species a brief blip in time.
Article and photo by Betty Prange #22195
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PORT TOWNSEND COUPEVILLE FERRY
Port Townsend, Washington

1301 Water St, Port Townsend, WA 98368, 206-464-6400 • www.wsdot.wa.gov

he Port Townsend-Coupeville Ferry is only a
30-minute ride that departs every 45 minutes
from Keystone Ferry Landing, near Fort Casey
Historical State Park, to the Port Townsend
Terminal. Also, it is a lot of fun!
To guarantee our desired date and time, we made
reservations a week in advance. Since you pay according
to the length of your vehicle, we disconnected the Jeep
from our 40-foot motorhome, and my husband, Bob,
and I drove separately. For the motorhome, Jeep and
the two of us, the cost was approximately $70, a bargain
when you think of the alternative.
We arrived 30 minutes early, got in line and moved
quickly up to the check-in booth. We handed over the
reservation slip we had printed from the confirmation

e-mail, paid the fare and were sent to one of the preboarding lanes. Check-in was quick and easy. (They’ll ask
you to turn off your propane and give you a tag for your
tank.)
Our motorhome was the first to board and was
parked at the other end of the ferry. What a view! The
Jeep followed several rows later. When parked, we left
our vehicles and explored the ship. The interior was
clean, and there was plenty of room for everyone on
board. We headed to the top deck to watch the departure and found we could look down on our motorhome.
The water was mostly calm with a few waves in the
middle of the crossing. Time went by quickly, and before
we knew it we were in Port Townsend. Departure off
the ferry was smooth and easy, and soon we were on
our way. Wanting to stay and tour Port Townsend, we
headed to a nearby campground and enjoyed the rest of
our day stress-free.
Article and photo by Camille McCullough #110158
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Guidelines and Helpful Hints

While touring the coast of northwest Washington, we
discovered a great way to access the Olympic Peninsula
without the dreaded I-5 drive through Seattle.
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• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on location and
the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Short stories of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Submissions that
are illegible, inappropriate or considered advertisements may be excluded. Due to limited space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: Photos are included on a space-available basis. Include the name
of anyone in the photo and name of the photographer.

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Photos must be high resolution.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351, or to editor@escapees.com.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOADING ONLINE AT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/MAGAZINE-GUIDELINES.
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Whether you are a full-time RVer, or simply on an extended RV vacation,
using an RV mail service makes it easy to get your mail on the road.

WHERE CAN YOU
RECEIVE MAIL
ON THE ROAD?
Post office via
General Delivery
Friend's or Family's house
Campground Office
Mail Box Store
Always check before having
mail sent to a PO Box or RV park.

ESCAPEES RV CLUB
MAIL SERVICE
IS THE LARGEST MAIL
SERVICE THAT CATERS
SPECIFICALLY
TO RVERS.
Give us a call and we can
help you set up the right
mail-forwarding solution for
your needs today!

936-327-8873

www.escapees.com

From the Bookshelf

Full-time RVing
and a Goat Refuge
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

Here are two wonderful books. The first is a unique look at the experiences of
full-time, young RVers working on the road and what they learned. The second
book features a heart-warming story of a woman dropping out of corporate
America and starting a refuge for handicapped goats.
A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO LIVING IN AN RV:
EVERYTHING I WISH I KNEW BEFORE
FULL-TIME RVING ACROSS AMERICA
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ALYSSA PADGETT #132397 • INDEPENDENTLY PUBLISHED 2017
ISBN: 978-1973321514 • KINDLE: $5.99 • PAPERBACK: $13.99
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Although this book refers to itself as
a “beginner’s guide,” and it is, even
experienced RVers will enjoy hearing the
story of Xscapers Heath and Alyssa. They
began their marriage and the RV life at
the same time. Alyssa covers many areas
of RVing, from deciding to investigate the
lifestyle, to hitting the road. This couple
met and shared experiences with many
other young RVers and RVing families.
This book would be of interest to anyone
contemplating RVing with children but
felt it would be too difficult. Of course,
our first Escapees founding couple, Joe
and Kay Peterson, proved that it could
work, and that was before the existence
of the Internet, cell phones, mail-forwarding services and working remotely.
They were an inspiration to all.
Alyssa is an outgoing, well-known member of the RVing community. But
sharing experiences with Heath and Alyssa doesn’t stop with this book. They
have a wonderful website: HeathandAlyssa.com. The website features a large
variety of useful information, and they share amusing stories as they travel.
There are well-produced videos, podcasts, blogs and the short documentary
that was featured on various media outlets. This documentary features their
first year of marriage and their first year on the road as they found work to
support their travels. With the help of various organizations, they worked
over 50 hourly jobs in the first year.
The podcasts and blogs are also well worth a visit. Their YouTube.com
videos (vlogs) cover travels to Canada, the Florida Keys and traveling in
a campervan in New Zealand. Go check them out and look for Heath and
Alyssa out on the road. You will enjoy meeting them.
March/April 2019

PEACE, LOVE, GOATS OF ANARCHY:
HOW MY LITTLE GOATS TAUGHT ME
HUGE LESSONS ABOUT LIFE
LEANNE LAURICELLA WITH ALLI BRYDON ROCK POINT GIFT
AND STATIONERY 2018 • ISBN: 9781631065651
HARDCOVER: $19.99

I must confess that I have always
loved goats. Milly and Mollie were
a smart, loving and charming pair
of companions in my past. I was
pleased to read a book by someone
who finds goats as appealing as I do.
Leanne left the frantic work
world of New York City and found
herself creating a rescue sanctuary
for special-needs goats. What she
learns about life includes the virtues
of compassion, patience and the
courage to survive in the face of
adversity. Her goats are gentle
teachers. The heartwarming stories
and beautiful photos are worth
sharing. Because not all stories
about the intrepid members of
her tribe end happily, some of the
stories might not be suitable for
children. But you can be the judge
of that, knowing each child’s unique
stage of maturity. Or simply read it
for yourself and share in the joyful
lives of these goat survivors.

Day’s End

Free and Low-cost
Parking Finds
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383

Download the entire online directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.
Lake Allatoona. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool to help
you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow Escapees
members. These parking selections highlight seasonal boondocking options for your
RV travels.
ALABAMA

Eufaula: Kelly’s RV Park. 30- or 50-A E/W/S sites. $20, self-register.
6.7 mi S of town on US 431 (passing Walmart), at Kelly’s Fireworks.
334-750-2273.

Prattville: Bass Pro Shop, pkg lot. O/N OK. Free. 2553 Rocky Mtn
Rd. Howard and Fran Smith #83749

ARKANSAS

Fort Smith: Springhill COE, J W Trimble Lock and Dam #13. 30- or
50-A E/W sites. Bathhouse. D at entrance/exit. $18, S/A Pass 1/2.
14-day limit. Open all yr. I-540 x8, go 4.6 mi SE on SR 22 to Barling,
TL (N) on SR 59, go 1.3 mi. On S bank of AR Riv at 1700 Lock and
Dam Rd, Barling, AR 72923. 35.34137 -94.29656. Easy access,
beautiful, quiet. Lg rig OK. Loop B sites along lake not level. Jack and
Augie Fried #125224

KANSAS

Florence: Out-of-business garage, pkg area. No facilities. Free. No
stay limit posted. US 50 MM 302, 1/4 mi E of traffic circle in town,
run-down white bldg. Howard Krakower #101117
Oberlin: Picnic area, wide level paved pkg lot. Tables and shelters.
No restrictive signs. US 36, 1/4 mi E of jct with US 83. 50 yards from
hwy. Larry Smith #102005

LOUISIANA

Baton Rouge: Hollywood Casino, pkg lot. O/N OK per security. Check
in at Players Club. From I-10 x155A go 0.3 mi N on Nicholson Dr/
SR 30 to Government St, TL, go 0.1 mi, bear R at USS Kidd Veterans
Memorial, go 1 mi on River Rd to casino on L. Room for several lg
rigs. Al and Debbie Adams #126439
Butte La Rose: Uncle Dick Davis Park. 18 paved E/W/S sites. Flush
toilets. $15, seniors $10. I-10 x121, go 5 mi S on SR 3177/Bayou
Rd, TR on Herman Dupuis Rd, go 2 mi. Park on R. N30.26933
W91.70596. Good paved road but no shoulders. Do not take tall rig
from Henderson SW over the levee, low bridge 9' 6". Boat launch.
sites along bayou in Atchafalaya River basin. Joyce Findlay #112256
New Orleans: Pkg lot, lg paved area for any size RV. Allowed to sleep
in vehicle O/N. Trash cans. $50 (incl taxes) for any size RV for 24 hrs
(machine gives you to 11.59p the day after, so if you arrive in am,
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Eufaula: White Oak Creek CG (COE). 129 E/W sites, tables, fire pits.
Showers/laundry, 3 Ds. $24, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. Some sites
open all yr. 3–4 mi S of town on US 431, TL (E) on SR 95, go 2 mi,
follow signs. 31.77612 -85.15416. All rds and sites paved. Most sites
have good water view. Playground, boat ramp. Good Verizon; mostly
sat-friendly. Watch for ants. 334-687-3101. Dave and Ann Ed #62492

Woodstock: Victoria CG, Allatoona Lake (COE). 74 reservable
E sites, tables, fire rings. Potable W, flush toilets, showers, D,
coin laundry. 72 30- or 50-A E/W $28, 2 FHU $32, S/A Pass
1/2. 14-day limit within 30 consecutive. Mid-Mar to end Oct.
I-575 x11, go 2.5 mi W on Sixes Rd, TL on Bells Ferry Rd, follow
signs to CG. 34.15139 -84.61944. 937 Victoria Landing Dr.
Paved sites. Beach. Glenn and Denise Nawaa #130500

ESCAPEES

Cullman: Jet Pep gas sta, lg level, paved/gravel pkg area. No facilities.
Attendant said O/N is OK. I-65 x308, go E on 4th St. 1608 4th St SW.

GEORGIA

Day’s End
you get 2 days and 1.5 nights). Unattended pay kiosk. Behind Basin
St Visitors Ctr. N29.95957 W90.07071. Enter at 1205 St Louis St.
Pricey but easy walk to everything in French Quarter and river, saves
addl transport costs, and RV park next door is $107/night. Graeme
and Jennifer Chaston #107845

W. Lebanon St. Also 34 FHU sites (pricey). Mount Airy is home of
actor Andy Griffith and inspiration for fictional town of Mayberry.
mtairyfiddlersconvention.com 1st wkend in Jun. Dave Ewoldt and
Dianne Parrott #51676

MISSOURI

El Reno: Lake El Reno CG (city). 50+ E/W sites and 30+ E/W/S. D.
No reservations. E/W $15, E/W/S $20. Self-register, honor kiosk (cash
or check), also several retailers sell permits. 7-day limit (per month?).
EB I-40 x119 (El Reno), go 3.2 mi E on I-40Bus/Sunset Dr, TR on
Reformatory Dr, bear L on Melone Dr, go 1/2 mi, TR on Babcock Dr,
continue to CG. N35.51884 W97.98628. WB I-40 x123, go 0.9 mi
N on Country Club Dr, TL on Elm St, go 0.7 mi, TL on Babcock Dr, go
0.9 mi. Lg RVs OK. Quiet. Lakefront views from many sites. Lg CP with
golf course, boating, jet ski launch, ATV course. Don France #103279

Otterville: Brownfield Roadside Park (DOT), pkg area. Tables. Free.
No stay limit. No restrictive signs. 12 mi E of Sedalia on US 50, TL
(N) on SR A/Old Hwy 50, go 2 mi to tiny town of Otterville, continue
1.5 mi to park on R. 38.70569 -92.96597. Quiet, lightly used park.
Low traffic on hwy. RR along back of park, low noise due to deep cut
and heavy vegetation along tracks, no nearby grade crossings. One
lg shade tree to park an RV under. Robert Lea #80276

MISSISSIPPI

Corinth: Welcome Ctr. Personnel allow O/N pkg, but say no slideouts
due to danger of trucks hitting them. Free D. Potable W at blue spigot
between D and Ctr. From jct US 45 and US 72, go S on US 45 1.5 mi
to Harper Rd exit. TL, Ctr is 1 block E. Room for many rigs, any size.
Jack and Dottie Barry #65881
Greenville: Warfield Point CP. 52 paved sites with 20- or 30-A E/W,
some with S. Rest rooms, showers. D. $25. Ask if senior (60+) discount. No out of state checks. 14-day limit. SW of town on SR 82, 3
miles SW of Mississippi Welcome Ctr, go W on MP&L Rd, bear L at
T, follow signs to park. Along Mississippi Riv. warfieldpointpark.com
Bill and Margit Confer #97484
Vicksburg: Ameristar Casino, lg level overflow pkg lot. No facilities.
Free. No restrictive signs or stay limit, but would check with casino.
I-20 x1A (to Business 61/Washington St), TR on Lucy Bryson St, go
1 blk to pkg lot on L directly across from Ameristar RV Park. 725
Lucy Bryson St. N32.31611 W90.89627. Room for many rigs any
size. Check in with casino that you are pkg in overflow lot. Security
patrols RV park and pkg lot. Good Verizon. Casino open 24 hrs.
601-638-1000. Melba Thompson #103006

NEBRASKA

Magazine

Enders: Enders Reservoir SRA. CG and dispersed area. $8 BD or
$20 E,+park entry fee ($45/yr or $8/day). D and W near E-only
sites free with entry fee. 0.2 mi S of US 6 on SR 61. N40.427777
W101.52208. Lots of RVs parked right at water’s edge (N40.4381
W101.52867). Area on S side of reservoir more primitive, for tents
and sm rigs. Good roads, easy access, lg rig-friendly on N side. Good
Verizon. Dwayne and Patti Cartwright #118698
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Hay Springs: CP/Sunset RV Park. 14 FHU sites, 50-A, some pull-thru.
Toilet. $15, $75/wk. US 20 MM 79, W end of town, go S on Post St.
(signed), 2 blks to CG, next to swim pool. N42.6806 W102.69284.
Check ahead for best direction to pull in for HUs. Gravel interior
rd, gravel pads. Across st from park, quiet. Also sign at hwy to
addl D sta behind C-Store, S side of hwy (no sign as to fee or not).
Larry Smith #102005

OKLAHOMA

Muldrow: Out-of-business gas sta pkg lot. No facilities. Free. No stay
limit posted. I-40 x321, go N on Main St, both sides of st. Ample room,
some areas level. Broken pavement. Herb and Ginger Conly #110297
Norman: Riverwind Casino, pkg lot. No facilities. Free. No stay limit.
No registration. I-35 x106, go W on SR 9W. At 3rd light (W end of
casino, 1544 W Hwy 9) TL, drive to stone catch basin on the L. You
can turn into pkg lot just before or immed after the catch basin, otherwise there are low clearance gates (9' 10"). Security came to tell
us they watch, but are not responsible for any damage. Shuttle to/
from casino. 17 mi from downtown OK City. Lots of room for lg rigs.
405-322-6000/877-787-9376. Carole Anderson #127617

UTAH

Green River: Lg grassy field, pkg area. No facilities. Free. No restrictive signs. I-70Bus/US 6, between x160 and x164, N side, between
W side of Green Riv and lg truck stop overflow pkg lot. Good dirt rd
to pkg area at Riv. 38.99449N 110.14590W. Also many RVs BD in
the overflow area. Good Verizon/WiFi. Tom and Maxine Harsch #77285
Monticello: Maverik fuel sta, pkg area, 6 flat, paved long-rig spaces.
Free. From jct. US 191 and US 491, go ~3 blk E on US 491 to 300 East
St, TL (N), go short distance to first R turn, entrance to O/N pkg area
(across st from sta). N37.87292 W109.33744. Lighted, signs state
“No Truck Idling from 9:00p-6:00a”. C-store. Younger/Aragon #107850
Torrey: Fruita CG (Capitol Reef NP). Tables, grills. Potable W, trash
barrels, vault toilets near D. Flush toilets, potable W in loops. $20,
S/A Pass 1/2. All sites reservable Mar 1-Oct 31. SR-24 ~MM 80,
38.28255 -111.24705, go S on entry rd to Capitol Reef NP, CG is
shortly on R. Heavily shaded. Gen hrs 8-10a, 6-8p. Earlier in the day,
host usually saves a few sites for lg rigs. Extremely busy in May, usually
full by noon. D $5 except for registered campers (free). No Verizon.
Larry and Claudia King #49619

Sutton: CP. 14 20- 30- or 50-A E/W/S sites and 3 gravel 20- or 30-A
E/W sites. D. E/W $5, E/W/S $10. 1st nite free or pay at City Hall.
From US 6 (N French Ave), go 2 blks W on Ash St. Sites are next to
grain elevator and a picnic veranda. Chet Parks #31562

Zion National Park: South CG (NPS). 117 tent and RV BD sites.
Tables, fire rings. Potable W at D, dumpster, rest rooms w/ flush
toilets, no showers. $20, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. Reservations
recommended; can only be made 14 days prior to arrival date,
recreation.gov or 877-444-6777. Open late-Feb to late-Nov. SR 9,
1/2 mi from S entrance. Fills by noon most days, check-in begins
at 7a as others check out. Fair Verizon. Max height 13 ft. at shaded/tree sites. Generators: 8–10a and 6-8p. tinyurl.com/kmloa6p
Al & Sharon Florida #86865

NORTH CAROLINA

VIRGINIA

Lewellen: Lg gravel storage area. 1 mi W of town, US 26 MM 115.5, S
side. Very quiet; room for several rigs. Steve and Song Judson #12180

Mount Airy: Veterans Memorial Park CG. BD in field. $10. US
52Bus/W Lebanon St, N of downtown. 36.51496 -80.61871. 691

Bristol: Cabela’s, parking lot. Overnight okay. Free. 361 Cabela Drive.
Howard and Fran Smith #83749

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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My RV Roof

REPLACEMENT
By CECIL J. DALE #129364

PHOTOS BY MARK LAMB
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Last spring, I began the same
annual ritual many RVers endure
in northern climates: dewinterizing the RV and climbing on the
roof to inspect the caulking. With
the RV’s water system purged
of all anti-freeze and thoroughly
sanitized, I was pleased to discover that the roof and all of its
caulking had survived the winter
unscathed. Soon the rains came,
and my RV roof shed the water
with impunity, and all was right in
the world.

S

pring transitioned into summer, only
this summer was particularly wet. It
was while I was camping that I noticed
a dark stain starting to grow across
the bathroom ceiling. Then, another ominous
dark stain appeared in the ceiling in the
bedroom. My RV roof, which in the spring
was waterproof, had quickly degraded. A
reinspection of the roof showed cracks had
developed in several places in the caulking.
I recaulked the roof, which stopped the
leaks but did not fix the problem. My RV is
a 2002 HitchHiker fifth wheel. I recognized
that the roof was nearing the end of its life
expectancy and knew that it was time to do
something about it.

I first began by researching my options:

• I discovered that there are numerous rollon roof coatings compatible with EDPM
rubber roofs. One even claims to be liquid
EDPM rubber. They are DIY and relatively
inexpensive; however, they all had limited
life spans and still required frequent
inspections and regular recaulking.
• I had read on RV forums of people using
truck bed liners on their roofs. One truck
bed liner company even produced a
product formulated specifically for RVs.
Peterson Industries, who used to make
Excel fifth wheels, even experimented
with this kind of roofing material on brand
new rigs. They gave it up. There were too
many customers who complained of leaks.
• I contacted NUWA industries in Chanute,
Kansas, about having a brand-new rubber
roof installed on my RV. While they no
longer build HitchHiker fifth-wheels, they
36
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still operate a repair facility in their old
factory and sell new and used RVs of
differing brands. Many of the employees,
who originally built my RV, are still
employed there. I was confident they
could do the job and do it well. I received
a quote from them but continued on with
my research.
• I saw advertisements in RV magazines and
on RV forums about two major companies
whose products were maintenance-free
and didn’t require caulking. One traveled
to your location to repair and coat your
RV roof (roll-on only) on site. The other
company required that you go to them.
After completing my research and reading
reviews, I chose FlexArmor® to do the work.
I contacted their RV facility closest to me,
located in Denton, Texas (near Dallas). The
quote I received from them for the cost was
a little higher than the quote I received from
NUWA. I chose the spray-on roof coating
over a new EDPM rubber roof because it
would be maintenance-free and did not
require caulking to seal the roof. To me, this
made the additional cost worth it.
I arrived at the DFW RVRoof facility on a
Sunday afternoon in October. The owner left
a 50-A cord under the garage door for me to
plug into for the night. The next two nights
would be spent in a nearby hotel.
Monday morning, I was met by Doug
and DeWayne White. These brothers have
over 90 years of combined experience in
the RV industry. They moved my fifth-wheel
into their facility and surrounded my rig
with scaffolding. They spent all of Monday
and most of Tuesday prepping the RV. This
prepping was meticulous.
Plastic sheeting was taped into place on
all four sides to protect the rest of the RV
from overspray. Any items needing to be
removed from the roof or replaced were
removed. The vinyl inserts in the termination
strips along each side of the roof were also
removed. To protect the interior, any holes
were covered.
Every screw on the roof was replaced with
a new screw. In fact, they drilled new holes
in the end cap termination strips, doubling
the number of screws. Special attention
was given to all the roof penetrations, the
termination strips on all four sides, and the
fiberglass end caps where the new spray-on
roof would cover.
A special tape was used everywhere they
wanted the new roof coating to end. After
the roof coating is sprayed on, this tape

Far left: Top-coat application
DeWayne applying; Doug
assisting
Above: Base-coat application
At left: Base-coat coverage
on plumbing vent
PHOTOS BY CECIL DALE

is removed producing a crisp, sharp edge.
Painter’s tape was also applied around the
perimeter where the coating was to end.
Since my old roof was still in good shape,
no decking needed to be replaced. New
vinyl inserts were placed in the termination
strips along both sides, and new plumbing
and attic vents and new gutter spouts were
installed. The old rubber roof material was
not removed. In order to guarantee that the
new spray-on roof product would adhere
to the old rubber roof, it was meticulously
prepared using special proprietary products
and methods.
The prepping was finally complete. It had
taken almost two full days. Lee Ives, who
had gone through special training, arrived
to spray on the new roof coating. DeWayne
assisted him with the hoses and as a second
pair of eyes to ensure that everything was
evenly coated. Both wore respirators and
protective suits. This was definitely not a “do
it yourself” project.
The spray-on roof coating is a pure
polyurea. It takes a special machine to
evenly and properly apply this product to
the RV. It is an extremely tough material.
They claim that, even though it is applied
to be only 3/16 of an inch thick or 187 mils,

it has a tensile strength of +-3500 psi and
over 600 percent elongation. This roofing
material is designed to move and twist with
the RV as it travels down the road regardless
of temperature changes. They claim that it is
virtually indestructible.
Lee started by spraying the base coat
along the entire perimeter of the roof and all
roof penetrations. Once it is sprayed on, it
dries to touch in seconds and can be walked
on. Then he sprayed the rest of the roof. A
third and final even coat was sprayed on the
entire roof. All the tape was then quickly
pulled off. The result was a monolithic, grey
coating that covered every seam and penetration of the roof to a thickness of 3/16th of
an inch. While that doesn’t seem like much,
it is much thicker than the original EDPM
rubber roof.
DeWayne then climbed up on the roof
to apply a cosmetic, white topcoat with an
airless spray gun. This top coat is specially
formulated to work with the base coat.
It is only cosmetic and not necessary to
waterproof the roof. It also provides a UV
protection for the base coat that is supposed
to last for 20 years. This top coat required
several hours to cure. Then any remaining
tape and plastic were removed.
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I returned on the third day. The top
coat had finally cured. Doug and DeWayne
then began reattaching items on the roof. I
had a new TV antenna installed, and Doug
replaced the AC gasket with a new one. He
even went the extra mile to thoroughly clean
out the condenser coils before reinstalling
it. Once they made sure everything was in
working order, my RV was moved outside.
The cost was $175 per linear foot of roof,
out-the-door cost. My RV is 33 feet long,
but the roof portion was only 31 feet, so I
paid $5,425 (31x175). After paying the bill,
I received a lifetime transferable warranty
on the roof with a never-leak guarantee. I
hooked up and, after two-and-a-half days,
started home with my beautiful, brand new,
maintenance-free roof. I couldn’t be happier.
I finally had peace of mind, never needing to
worry again about failed caulking, nor ever
having to climb back on my roof to inspect it
multiple times each year.
It is my hope that this experience in
replacing my RV roof will be of benefit to
those needing to replace theirs.

The finished product.
PHOTO BY CECIL DALE

Failing Rubber Roof Leads to Franchise

DFW RVRoof
2401 Worthington
Suite 148
Denton, TX 76207
dfwrvroof.com
Mark:
817-692-2696
Dewayne:
214-336-1266
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CECIL DALE lives and works in central
Kansas. He has been RVing since 2007
and is often accompanied by his mother,
Shirley, Chihuahua-pug mix, Prince, and
Manx cat, Treasure. (Disclaimer: I am
not affiliated with any of the companies
mentioned in this article, nor have I received any
compensation or special considerations from them.)

Motorcycle and RV enthusiast Mark Lamb traveled frequently to motorcycle events
across many states in his 2007 Super C toy hauler. After two roof failures in just
seven years, Mark lost all confidence in traditional RV rubber roofs. While considering
replacing his rubber roof with an aluminum roof, his research brought RVRoof.com to
his attention. After a series of phone calls, Mark made the 1,000-plus mile trip to the
RVRoof corporate headquarters in Green Cove Springs, Florida. He watched as they
repaired damage and meticulously prepared his roof for the spray on FlexArmor®
roofing material. Mark was so impressed with the process and the product that he told
David Adair, RVRoof’s owner, that he needed to open an RVRoof near him in the DallasFort Worth (DFW), Texas, area.
Mark’s trip to RVRoof was in February of 2015. By August of 2016, Mark had sold his
share in a Honda motorcycle dealership to his partner, and in January 2017 opened his
own RVRoof franchise in the DFW area. To quote Mark, “I needed my RV roof repaired
and chose RV FlexArmor®. I was so impressed with the product, I opened my own
RV Roof location in Denton, Texas.” In the short time that his DFW location has been
open, Mark and his staff have rescued around 100 customers from their own RV roof
nightmares.
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Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES:
MARCH 1–3, 2019

AUGUST 20–22, 2019

MARCH 14–16, 2019

NOVEMBER 8–10, 2019

Loyd Park
Grand Prairie, Texas
Escapade 2019
Tucson, Arizona

APRIL 26–28, 2019

SKP ACRE
Pine Mountain RV Resort
Pine Mountain, Georgia

The Mill Casino & RV Park
North Bend, Oregon
Rainbows End
Livingston, Texas

For more information, call

936-327-8873

or to register for an event, visit

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP
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Teri Rostberg
Solo RVer maps a pathway to adventure

Living the Dream
By RENE AGREDANO #103274

There are few people who are cut out for hospice
work, and Teri Rostberg #111148 was one of them.
For many years she was part of a team that helped clients peacefully transition into eternity. She loved what she did, but each day
when she went to work, a little voice in her head constantly whispered, “Life is short! Life is short!” Over time, more specific dreams
of wanderlust called out to her. Resistance was futile and, at the
age of 57, she resigned from her position as executive director of a
hospice agency in rural Wisconsin. Teri then set sail to embark on a
never-ending travel journey.
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“She loved what she did,
but each day when she
went to work, a little
voice in her head
constantly whispered,
‘Life is short!
Life is short!’”
Sunday Drives to Alaska and Beyond

From the time she was a child, Teri always
felt a need to explore whatever scenery lay
around the bend. “Our family always took
Sunday drives that were a highlight for me,”
she recalls. As an adult, she loved taking
back roads instead of driving on interstates.
She even found the house of her dreams
while taking a different road home one day
after work.
Her job provided daily reminders about
the importance of following your dreams
before it’s too late. Eventually, it was time
to make her spontaneous meanderings a
permanent thing. She wasn’t old enough
for social security checks, but she feared if
she waited any longer to follow the travel
dreams in her heart, she would end up like
many of her clients: too physically weak to
explore the world and out of time to live.
“Working in healthcare most of my life,
and especially in hospice where we served
patients and families that were terminally
ill, I would see people waiting too long
to retire,” she says. For them, travel and
adventure were no longer an option. These
people inspired Teri to map a path to her
dream life.
Soon after encountering a local nonprofit
group that helps mid-life people craft their
second and third career lives, she paid off
her mortgage and lowered her cost of living.
“My home was the only debt I had, and I
began to ‘practice retirement’ by trying to
live on what my social security check would
be.” Teri also prepared for early retirement
by taking a few other important steps.
For example, since she doesn’t qualify
for social security withdrawals, Teri took on
a consulting role with the hospice agency
to keep money coming in. Meanwhile, she

earned the title of “Master Naturalist”
through the University of Minnesota
Extension Program, which allowed her to
pursue choice short-term summer volunteer
positions in various parks and public lands.
Finally, after spending too many nights
sleeping in a tent during her naturalist
volunteer stints, the van life came calling.
“I heard about class-B RVs and started
researching used Roadtreks,” she recalls.
She had a Golden Retriever at the time,
so the ease of traveling with her dog and
meeting others at Roadtrek rallies felt like
a good fit for the traveling lifestyle that she
was already enjoying.
“I found the Escapees website and other
RV organizations as well and read the forums
to learn about this exciting lifestyle that
I had not heard of before.” Over the next
five years, she put 136,000 miles on her
1996 Roadtrek 210, traveling part-time on

Far Left: Teri when she
picked up her new Roadtrek.
Top Right: Teri and her cat,
Peeker
Above: Teri (far left) with
co-workers from the Theodore Roosevelt Foundation’s
musical, “Medora.”
PHOTOS BY TERI ROSTBERG

March/April 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine

41

assignments that she found through the
volunteer job clearinghouse, Volunteer.gov.
One day, she realized she was spending
more nights in her van than her sticks-andbricks home, and she knew it was time for
the next step.
“I was already traveling in my 21-foot,
class-B at least nine months out of the year
and did not want to have a home to worry
about,” she recalls. Without any kids or
grandchildren to tie her down to a particular
place in the country, she decided to sell
her Wisconsin home. By the time it closed
escrow, in fall 2016, she had transitioned
out of her four-year consulting role with the
hospice agency and into a life of full-time
solo travel and working on the road.
She purchased a new Roadtrek from
the proceeds of her home sale, then got
on the waiting list for a home-base spot
at Evergreen COHO Escapees park, in

“With two years under her
wheels, Teri has learned that
work-camping won’t make her
materially wealthy. But she also
says, that overall, ‘Work-camping
has exceeded my expectations.’”
Chimacum, Washington. By talking to other
full-time RVers online and in real life, she
discovered how work-camping could offset
her living costs and reduce her reliance on
social security checks and retirement fund
withdrawals.
Over the last two years, Teri has taken
a variety of paid and unpaid work-camping
positions all over North America. She’s
worked in varied roles, such as:
• Guest services at the Theodore Roosevelt
Medora Foundation’s campground and
musical show
• Greeting and educating tourists at several
wildlife visitor centers from California to
Florida
• Joining the Rapid City, South Dakota,
KOA work-camper team
• Educating visitors at the Alaska
Sealife Center, in Seward, Alaska
• Checking cruise ship guests on and
off the docks in Alaska
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• Helping out in the office at the Escapees
Co-Op parks, in Bushnell, Florida, and
Branson, Missouri
• Working as a test proctor for a national
academic testing company.
“Traveling in an RV while work-camping
allows me to save on expenses and live in
a beautiful place that I would not be able
to afford otherwise,” she says. “I am still
learning new things as I continue to explore
working options as I travel.”
And explore she has. Staying open to
working in a variety of roles, settings and
time-frames have helped Teri better understand what she wants out of work-camping
and what it can do for her. As a solo RVer,
she’s learned to avoid some traditional
work-camping roles like campground
hosting. “I did try it for one month to help
out in a slow winter month and confirmed
that I do not like getting 10:30 p.m. knocks
on my door.”
Out of all the places she has worked, Teri
says that visitor centers are some of her
favorite experiences. “I learn more in-depth
about the area and the wildlife than I would
as a short-term tourist. I enjoy working with
the kids who often know a lot about the
plants and animals, and it is infectious to see
their enthusiasm,” she says. Other perks,
like discounts on tours, entertainment and
events, also make these education-centric
jobs some of her favorite ways to experience
new places.
“I have intentionally worked and volunteered for different organizations to see
which I liked the best. It has saved on living
expenses, although I am finding fewer paid
positions that also give you a free campsite
as compared to volunteer positions.”
With two years under her wheels, Teri
has learned that work-camping won’t make
her materially wealthy. But she also says,
that overall, “Work-camping has exceeded
my expectations.” From living and working
in national parks, to test proctoring in
public schools, Teri is one of the thousands
of full-time RVers experiencing the best
kind of work-camping jobs that can put fuel
in her tank and keep her on the road
indefinitely.
RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 11th year
as full-time RVers and location-independent entrepreneurs. Their adventures
are chronicled at LiveWorkDream.com.

GiraffeG4 System

Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

NOW
The GiraffeG4 System PREVENTS
LOW CLEARANCE COLLISIONS
with bridges, trees and canopies

made
in the

USA

Have Peace of mind ...
Protect your roof and AC units.

GiraffeG4.com 1-877-543-1087

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

Be Electrically
Independent

www.RVSolarElectric.com
480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.
NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.
iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

Never Stop The ADVENTURE
Access to Thousands of

FOR

JOBS FREE

at Workamper.com

800-446-5627

info@workamper.com
Workamper.com

Bring the RV out of hibernation

DE-WINTERIZE

YOUR RV
By MARK NEMETH #45776
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I

love this time of year. The days are getting longer;
green is replacing white as nature’s color of choice,
and summer days are on the way. If part of your summer plans include the RV you put into storage last fall,
then it’s time to get the rig out of hibernation.

First, let’s remove any covers you put on for storage. Make sure to remove
all of them, especially if you covered up the refrigerator or furnace vents.
If you removed your house or engine-starting batteries, reinstall them,
paying careful attention to the positive and negative connections.
Whether you removed the batteries for storage or left them installed,
now is a great time to top off the water and charge them. While the batteries are coming up to speed, check all tires for correct inflation pressure
and inspect them for any signs of sidewall cracking or deterioration. If
your tires are five to seven years old, it may be time for new ones. Do a
careful visual inspection of the RV exterior. Make sure that everything is
in place and in good repair. Open any storage compartments and have
a look inside. If you placed desiccant or heat sources inside, such as a
small electric light, remove them. Evict any additional unwelcome critters
that may have taken up residence. Finally, give the whole rig a bath and a
window washing, if needed.
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Step Inside

Extend those steps (maybe use a drop of oil
if they are squeaky) and let’s go inside. Open
some windows and let fresh air in. Do a visual inspection of the interior, and keep an eye
open for telltale signs of leaks. Discolored
ceilings or paneling near windows and vents
may indicate a problem that developed
during storage. Open cupboards and storage
areas and, again, evict any unwelcome
residents (bugs, mice, etc.). Give the inside of
the refrigerator a thorough cleaning.

hood and under the rig for critter nests and
cobwebs. Grab your owner’s manual and
follow any manufacturer-recommended procedures for removing the RV from storage.
Once you’re sure that you’ve covered
all those bases, fire up the engine. While
the engine warms up, test your headlights,
brake lights, turn signals and running lights.
A drive around the block will help shake off
that winter stiffness and give you a chance
to listen for any new worrisome noises.
Hopefully, everything will sound normal.

Soap Bubble Test

Trailers

Go back outside, open the water heater and
refrigerator compartment doors and clean
out any spiders or critters. Now is a good
time to grab a spray bottle of soapy water,
but make sure that there are no open flames
or ignition sources nearby. Turn on the main
propane supply valve and carefully spray a
bit of soapy water on every fitting. Watch for
soap bubbles forming at connections that
would indicate a leak. Wipe excess soapy
water off with a paper towel or two as you
go. Don’t forget to sniff! If you find a leak or
smell gas, immediately turn off that main
valve and call a propane service person to
check your rig out. Don’t take any chances
with propane.

Motorhomes

If your rig is a motorhome, do a careful
check of all fluid levels, and look under the
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If your rig is towable, take a close look at
all hitch components. Look for rust, wear
or damage and replace any items that look
questionable. Clean off the old grease and
re-lubricate the hitch components, following
the manufacturer’s recommendations. Go
ahead and hitch up, plug in your trailer
lighting umbilical cord and test all those
lights. Remember to manually test the trailer
brakes before moving the rig down the road.
A simple, nontechnical test is to slowly pull
the rig forward and manually apply the
trailer brakes to bring the RV to a stop.
Sometimes electric brakes will grab
fiercely at first after a long period of storage.
This is caused by corrosion on the drum’s
inner surfaces. Grabby brakes should go
away almost immediately. The first few times
you apply the brakes should clear up the
problem. If the problem persists, have the

brakes looked at by a service technician
before you take off on a trip!
This is also the time to have the wheel
hubs serviced and the brakes inspected
for wear. Do it yourself or have the local RV
shop take care of it.

Time for Plumbing

Now, let’s deal with the plumbing. If you don’t
have fresh water available where your rig is
stored, then you need to move it. You’ll need
to flush out the plumbing system, especially if
RV antifreeze was used. One possibility is to
take the rig to a local RV park or campground
and use their water and sewer hookups.
Hook up your water hose and fill your
freshwater tank. Run your water pump and
open each faucet in the rig, one at a time,
and allow water to flow for a minute or so. If
you used antifreeze, let the water flow until
all color and odor are gone. Don’t forget the
toilet and the shower.
Remember to open your grey-water dump
valve before you get too carried away. Turn
off the water pump and hook up your hose
to the city water inlet. Run more water
through the system to remove that last bit of
antifreeze; then unhook the hose again.
Be sure to not un-bypass the water heater
until you’ve flushed all the lines. To put your
bypassed water heater back in service, reset
the valves for normal operation and make
sure the drain plug is in or that the drain
valve is closed. Now run the water pump
and open a hot-water faucet. Once the water
heater tank is full, shut all faucets and wait
until the pump turns off. Listen for a few
minutes to make sure that the pump does
not cycle again.
If the pump cycles on and off repeatedly,
it may indicate a leak somewhere in your
freshwater plumbing. If a leak is suspected,
take a flashlight and visually inspect all
the plumbing under your sinks and see if
you can spot any leaks. Look carefully in
compartments and inside of cupboards and
storage areas until you find the drip. Fix any
leaks before continuing.
Now, let’s sterilize your freshwater tank
and plumbing. Add 1/4 cup of plain household bleach for every 15 gallons of your
freshwater-tank capacity into an empty
gallon jug, then add water to fill it up.
Pour this mixture into your freshwater
tank and top off the tank with the
hose. Turn on the water pump and run
each faucet until you can plainly smell
the chlorine. Top off the freshwater tank

again and let the system sit for, at least, a
few hours; longer is better. Then drain the
freshwater tank and refill with clean water.
Flush the system out by running the clean
water through each faucet again. Use lots of
water until the chlorine smell is gone.
This procedure will usually result in clean,
odor-free water in your RV. If you have
problems with lingering antifreeze taste or
chlorine odor, you can re-flush the system
using one cup of baking soda dissolved into
one gallon of water and follow the same
procedure as above.
If you don’t have a gravity fill for your
fresh-water tank and must use the city water
connection and a valve to fill it, simply drain
your hose and hook it to the water spigot.
Carefully pour the suggested amount of
undiluted bleach (1/4 cup for every 15 gallons of tank capacity) into the empty hose
and, careful not to lose any bleach, connect
it to the city water inlet on the rig. Make
sure all hose connections are tight! Open
the fresh-water tank fill valve and slowly turn
on the water at the spigot. This will force the
bleach into your tank. Fill the tank normally
and follow the rest of the procedure above.

Test Appliances

Since we have water, propane and
electricity, let’s test appliances. Turn the
refrigerator on and test operation for both
gas and electric. Light the water heater and
make sure that it functions. Fire up any air
conditioners and see if they cool. Do the
furnace, lights, radio and TV work? Any
additional, optional equipment (generators,
washer/dryers, ice makers, leveling jacks,
etc.) should be placed back into service and
tested, again, by following the manufacturer’s recommendations.
Your RV should now be ready for a full
summer season of fun. What’s that, you say?
What about de-winterizing yourself? Well,
that’s easy. Pack away those coats, sweaters
and long johns. Then break out the shorts
and tee shirts, and stock up on sunscreen
and bug repellent. Oh yes, and don’t forget
the swimsuits, sunglasses and sandals.
Oh, boy! I can’t wait.
In 1997, MARK NEMETH quit his job, sold his
house, bought an RV and joined Escapees.
He has contributed to Escapees magazine
and served as and technical advisor for 18
years. He still maintains an RVer’s resource
website with technical articles, tips and
information at www.marxrv.com.
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et there is something about a paper map that can’t
be denied. Sitting down at the picnic table with your
beverage of choice, you’re presented with infinite
options, running your finger along the route that will
take you to your next stop or maybe even determining your
next stop. The big-picture visual is still a thrill.

A Brief History of Maps

There’s a tiny lady that lives
inside my smartphone telling me how far I am from my
destination, where to turn and
when I’ve arrived. She’s helped
me find my way through many
cities and gives me a headsup on which exit to take to
find a coffee shop. She’s bossy
and, more often than not, an
indispensable reincarnation of
the tactile maps that are a big
part of a traveler’s life.

“Occasionally, a
topographical map is
in order to help me
understand elevation
and grade.”

While maps are a modern-day necessity in helping us
untangle the highways and byways of our lifestyle, they
were important, often in other ways, to earlier civilizations.
One of the earliest known land maps was scrawled on
Babylonian clay tablets around 2300 B.C. In approximately
350 B.C., Grecian scholar Aristotle argued that the world
was round, and maps began to depict that newfound belief.
Ancient Romans, noted in history for often getting lost
moving between points A and B, were primarily interested
in developing maps of roads and routes.
In 1507, following Columbus’ explorations, German
cartographer Martin Waldseemüller published what’s
considered the first whole world map that used the word
America. This has become one of the most expensive
maps, purchased by the U.S. Library of Congress in 2003
for a cool $10 million. Waldseemüller is also credited with
designing the globe gore, a world map drawn like flattened
citrus fruit sections that were to be cut out and glued to a
sphere. With the advancement of science, aerial ability and
the printing press, modern cartography came into its own
following World War I.
In the 1970s, GIS (geographic information systems)
computer software ushered in today’s modern mapping
marvels. The current technology of Google Maps and other
prominent driving-direction apps indirectly use GIS, which
in part presents organized GPS satellite data to that tiny
smartphone-living lady.

Many Maps At Your Disposal

It’s a given that map apps are indispensable. Unfortunately,
Ms. Map doesn’t always offer the best roadmap advice for
hauling your home. She may not be available on the gorgeous, but remote, hiking or biking trail. Sometimes, when
searching for a ferry or an unknown, she’s more trouble
than she’s worth. And then there’s the big oops of forgetting
to fully charge your smartphone and having to conserve
battery power in case of an emergency. Herein lies the
value of paper maps, not only on the road but as we make
our way through our days. I rely upon maps for their many
uses in a variety of situations.
Roadmaps come in many forms. A perennial favorite in
my rig is a USA Atlas. This big, beautiful, four-color book
offers a 20,000-foot view of each state and a zoom of some
of the bigger towns and cities in the state. When crossing
a state line, I always make it a point to stop at the visitor
center and pick up a state map. It’s here that I ask advice
on road conditions and construction.
Occasionally, a topographical map is in order to help
me understand elevation and grade. Contour lines help me
prepare for, or avoid, white-knuckle-inducing roads or will
tell me how hearty a hike may be.
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Map Mischief
APRIL 5: NATIONAL READ A
ROADMAP DAY

While maps are serious
business, sometimes
things are not as they
seem. To combat plagiarism, cartographers
put nonexistent “paper
towns” on their maps. The
appearance of these fake
towns on another’s map
often indicated copyright
infringement, unless
it didn’t. The made-up
town of Agloe, New York,
created by mapmakers in
the 1930s as a copyright
trap, eventually turned up
on a Rand McNally map.
As the cartographers
prepared to charge Rand
McNally with wrongdoing,
it was discovered that the
Agloe General Store had
been built at the town’s
coordinates. This made
Agloe a real place (until
the store went out of
business). The Catskills
New York paper town,
which wasn’t real, then it
was, and then unreal once
again, is now just an old
sign on a long stretch of
road. If you happen to be
on NY Route 206, a few
miles north of Roscoe,
look for Beaverkill Valley
Road and the Agloe General Store sign.

When arriving at a park, I’m almost always
given a site map showing where my site is
located, as well as other park facilities such
as recreation, bathhouse and laundry.
Like many RVers, national and state parks
are a draw. From scenic drives to trailheads
to historic trails, public park maps are a
must in finding my way around.
If I decide to go outside the park on an
urban adventure, the visitor center will have
detailed city maps, helping me navigate
to top attractions. In the city, I might want
to use the metro or bus system. A public
transportation map is key.
More along the tech trail, as a traveler, I
am never far from my smartphone’s weather
map. And, if inclined, I use a geocaching
map to find the cache.

The Language of Maps

It turns out that maps are a big part of our
lives, online and in print. Map reading skills
are a given for many, but for others who rely
on modern technology, it’s an important tool
that’s been overlooked. There’s logic and art
when it comes to reading a map. Knowing a
few basic fundamentals when presented with
a paper map can make all the difference in
getting to where you want to go.
Logically, many maps use a grid system of
letters and numbers to pinpoint a particular
location. An index alphabetically lists the
names of cities and towns on the map
followed by a letter/number code. Letters
are usually on the top of the map, running
left to right. Numbers are on the left side,
running top to bottom. On a larger map,
you may find the letters/numbers on all four
sides. To find the indexed town at C3, simply
find C on the top and move your finger down
until you come to 3 on the side. You’ll land
in square C3 where you’ll find the name you
are searching for.
As for the art, everyone reads a map in
his or her own way. I appreciate the compass
rose image to identify the direction, but for
navigational purposes, I prefer to rotate the
map in the direction I’m traveling. This helps
me to quickly see right and left turns and
exits. I also use a colored pen liberally,
marking stops and landmarks.

Other Common Map Features

The key or legend is a listing of meaningful symbols. These may include
various colored and drawn lines and
images representing road size and surface,
bridges, ferry lines, toll roads, rest stops
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(with or without facilities), places of interest,
campgrounds, pet parks, etc.
Equally important is the scale. This
is the measuring line that tells you how
many miles per inch. Note that this varies
widely, depending on the map size among
other things. Don’t be like me, looking for a
restaurant that’s only an inch away, but took
two hours to get to (sorry, Rick and Marie).
In that same vein, the text size of a
place name identifies its size, usually by
population, in the hierarchy of the map’s
towns and cities. Larger font equals a larger
municipality.
Colors also play a part. Typically, blue
represents water. Green is a natural area,
park, golf course, etc. Yellow is urban areas.
Brown is national and state parks, historic
sites and deserts. Black and/or red are roads
and their prominence.
Ferry terminals and routes are quick and
easily identified by looking for the dotted
lines from one landmass, over water to
another.

Maps Mean Many Things

At their essence, maps are used to get
us from one place to another. As RVers
know them, that might mean directions to
dinner, to the evening’s bonfire or traveling
across the country. Organization and idea
generation can be a result of mind mapping.
Start-ups may use a project map to plan and
track their business goals.
Earl Nightingale is famously quoted
as saying, "All you need is the plan, the
roadmap and the courage to press on to
your destination." While Mr. Nightingale,
a preeminent motivational speaker of his
time, was surely referring to life’s general
successes, I tend to think of life on the road
as a destination in and of itself.
And while I carry plenty of paper maps, I
wouldn’t dream of hitting the road without
my traveling companion, that tiny lady with
a big voice that has definite ideas about
where we’re going.
EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents. In
2000, she and her husband, Ray, set off on
their own adventure in search of a sunny
place to settle down. Eighteen-plus years
later, they’re still roaming the country,
sharing interesting destinations and cooking
up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their popular
RV TV series, RVCookingShow.com.
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MOM

Traveling
With

Three introverts; one small space
By KERENSA DURR #115527

“We were excited but
worried how it would
work out. Could three of
us introverts live in the
same small area without
killing each other?”

Mallets Bay
on Lake
Champlain in
Vermont.
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My husband, Brandon, and I tried
something new last year. We
brought a passenger on board
our RV to travel with us. We’ve
had people stay in our RV before,
but it was only for a maximum of a
couple days and in one spot. This
time my mom would join us for a
few weeks while we toured the
Northeast. We were excited but
worried about how it would work
out. Could three introverts live
in the same small area without
killing each other? After all, we
were putting an adult daughter
and mother together with a sonin-law in one 30-foot motorhome.

B

randon, my mom, and I have gotten
into a rhythm during the past few
years on the road. Sometime during
the spring, my mom will fly to visit
us in a new location, sharing a vacation for
about a week. We’ve met in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, to explore the high desert, and in
Vancouver, Washington, to visit family.
Another year, we ditched the RV and
headed to Iceland. Every trip we explored
someplace new, offering us unforgettable
experiences. During those trips, my Mom
stays at a hotel or with family. Unfortunately,
she couldn’t make the spring visit last year.
We all knew she would still like to come visit
at some point, and I wanted her to get that
vacation on the books. As Brandon and I
started talking about fall plans, I had an idea
for her to meet us in Vermont. During our first
year of RVing, we had visited the Shelburne
Museum and always thought she would like it.
We continued our travels with the idea
that she would meet us in Burlington,
Vermont, around October. In the spring, we
had to switch our travel plans and ended
up in the Midwest for an extended stay.
We decided to go with the flow and cross
into Canada for the summer and bring a
little international travel into our plans with
my mom. She would fly out and meet us in
Montreal, for some French-Canadian fun,
before dropping back down into the states.
We started building an itinerary around
all our interests. We’d sightsee and try all

the food in Montreal, go down to Burlington Finding fall color in Vermont.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON
for the Shelburne Museum and see autumn
colors and apple orchards. We also planned AND KERESA DURR
to make a stop in Seneca Falls, home of the
first women’s rights convention, the National
Women’s History Museum and the inspiration for Bedford Falls from It’s a Wonderful
Life. The road trip would end back at her
house where we would spend Thanksgiving.
When Brandon and I went to pick her
up from the airport in Montreal, she had
a bigger bag than usual. I have seen her
bring a miniscule duffel bag on a week-long
vacation in Mexico, so when I heard “duffel”
on the phone, this is what I pictured. What
she brought was a large duffel on wheels
that had to be checked. I instantly worried
about where we would store everything.
We don’t have an extra bedroom or closet
in the RV. We don’t even have an extra
drawer! She was staying in our living room
on the jackknife couch. We utilized the front
passenger seat as her closet and storage
space. It worked out quite well. The hardest
part was having to shuffle everything when
we changed campsites. I felt like I should
keep explaining that we normally could
break down camp much faster, but there
was added stuff (we were also carrying some
renovation supplies to use during our holiday
stay). I didn’t want her to think all this extra
work was our normal life.
The extra floor space in the passenger
area turned out to be a blessing. Brandon
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53

Mom and Brandon in
Saratoga Springs reading
about and drinking the
spring water.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON
AND KERESA DURR

“The trip reminded us
of why we started this
full-time traveling life in
the first place and the
joy we get sharing it…”
and I don’t pick up many souvenirs anymore
because we are living in our rig full-time.
We’re not returning from a vacation where
people expect to be delighted with trinkets
and goodies from a destination. But, my
mom needed that space for maple cookies
and Christmas gifts and all the apples we
picked. It made perfect sense to pick up
these things as we went along, so I was
grateful for the extra space for which I
hadn’t accounted before the trip began.
Since this is our everyday life, we’re
always trying to balance work and
play. It seems like work has won out
lately, and we don’t explore as much
as we did when we started. Since my
mom would be with us for a few weeks,
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we couldn’t take all that time off, but we did
try to frontload as much work as possible
to give ourselves more time to get into a
vacation mindset. We didn’t want to make
my mom sit inside all day with us or kick
her out. It was a family trip, so we tried to
be even better at balancing and taking time
to explore. We had fun in Old Montreal
checking out the shops, eating poutine and
soft-serve ice cream. My mom and I left
Brandon to sail on a bay in Lake Champlain,
while we went and explored the local
orchards. We all went on a search for the fall
color in Vermont.
When Brandon and I used to road-trip in
our car to visit family or on vacations, we’d
make stops at silly roadside attractions.
We’ve gotten out of this practice while
driving the RV but make more of an effort
once we’re at our destination. We brought
it back with my mom in tow and made a
few unplanned stops as we made our way
back to her house. After seeing that the
Jell-O Gallery Museum was on our route,
we knew we’d have to check it out, even in
the pouring rain. We needed to stop for an
overnight before Seneca Falls, so we spent
time in Saratoga Springs, trying some of the
public drinking springs and enjoying mineral
baths. When we needed to rest for the night
after leaving Seneca Falls, we realized that
the hometown of Lucille Ball was only 30
minutes away. We couldn’t pass up a trip to
the Lucy Desi Museum and the recreated
sets of Desilu Studios! It was fun to make
these kinds of stops even when trying to
park an RV along the city roads. I’m sure
we’ll be adding more roadside stops into our
travels again.
Overall, our cohabitating experience
was a success! No one killed each other,
and we had a lot of fun. We learned that
three introvert adults can co-exist in a small
space and enjoy it. The trip reminded us
why we started the full-time traveling life
in the first place and the joy we get sharing
it with others. Now that we’ve completed
this experiment and learned how to make
the space work for everyone, more family
vacations may be on the horizon.
KERENSA DURR and her husband, Brandon
Hatcher, took to the road in January 2014
to travel and work in their RV while helping
others get on the road at RVtoFreedom.
com. You can find them every day on
Facebook or catch up with them at
Escapees or Xscapers events.
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The risk and repercussions of

RV TRAVEL WITH

CANNAB S
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

“Basically, the law is currently
in chaos. Despite laws that
became stricter since
marijuana prohibition began
(in the 1930s), there are big
changes occurring.”
I met Tom and Donna during the
summer while hiking with a group
in Montana. These avid hikers
are a married couple in their 60s
living in Oregon.

O

ne night, while sitting around a
campfire, someone brought up the
subject of marijuana.*They, being
from Oregon, started the conversation by stating how happy they were that
it was legal in their state. Tom used cannabis
oil (also known as CBD oil) as a sleep aid,
and Donna used it for back pain and to calm
her anxiety. Along with countless others
across the country now singing the praises of
the medicinal benefits of cannabis, they, too,
touted the positive attributes.
Cannabis oil is extracted from the
cannabis plant, but it doesn’t contain the
compound tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) that
causes a user to get “high.”
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Since it has become legal in quite a few
states, clients have begun to ask me about
the legal implications of RVing with cannabis.
Since I am a Texas civil attorney, my legal
knowledge in this area is incomplete, so I
began to conduct research on the topic.
CBD oil is being accepted more widely
across the country; however, it is still illegal
in many states. Traveling with marijuana
is riskier. I’ve found that laws vary heavily
from state to state, ranging from completely
legal to steep fines and jail time for being in
possession of any form of the substance.

Federal Law

All U.S. states are regulated under federal
laws, and marijuana is considered to be a
drug as dangerous and illegal as heroin. The
last attorney general, Jeff Sessions, vowed
to make prosecuting those in possession of
the drug a front-burner item. He announced
that the federal government would return
to enforcing the law, suggesting that the
former administration had been too lenient.

If full-time RVers, such as
Tom and Donna, brought
marijuana with them to
Montana, the next attorney
general could prosecute
them under federal drug
laws for possession of
a Schedule 1 drug. This
is the highest category
of the Drug Enforcement
Administration, with a
minimum of one year in jail
and a fine of $1,000 for the
first offense.
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State to State Travel

Today, medical marijuana is legal
AK
in Montana. However, to legally
have it in your possession,
you must have the proper
prescription. Doctors
cannot prescribe an illegal
drug, but they can “recommend” it and provide you with a registration card. Although
the Montana Medical Marijuana Act was
revised in 2017, if Tom and Donna, who live
in Oregon, claim they use marijuana for
medicinal reasons only, it would be difficult
to prove that it met the Montana standard.
If caught in the state with the drug in any
form, you could face a criminal charge. In
Montana, it is still illegal to be in possession
of recreational marijuana, and you could
face a fine of $500 and six months in jail.
Let’s say Tom and Donna then travel
across Idaho, back to Washington, then on
to Oregon. In Idaho, if they are pulled over
for any reason and Idaho police find marijuana in any form, it would be illegal, and they
could face either a misdemeanor or felony
charges. They could also face drug trafficking charges, a serious federal offense. (In
this scenario, they could hire a local defense
attorney. There are search and seizure
rules prohibiting the police from searching
your vehicle unless they have “probable
cause.” Having an Oregon license plate while
driving in Idaho, for example, is certainly not
enough cause for a vehicle to be searched.)
Luckily, Tom and Donna make it back
to Washington and then Oregon without
incident. Since their home is their RV, they
need to be extra careful to treat marijuana
as they would alcohol. They should never
have open containers while they are driving
or drive under the influence. They must also
never have more than the maximum that is
allowed under each state’s laws.
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State Cannabis Programs

www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx

Crossing into Canada

Next, Tom and Donna decide to enter
Canada in their RV. The U.S./Canadian
border is patrolled by federal agents, so
they must not have any form of marijuana in
their possession. Their potential arrest could
be catastrophic.
However, once they arrived in Canada,
things would get easier. Canada passed The
Cannabis Act of June 2018, which became
effective October 17, 2018. Although each
province still legislates the details about how
much, and at what age, one can possess,
recreational and medicinal possession of
marijuana is legal throughout the country.
Tom and Donna can be worry-free all the
way to Alaska, where recreational and
medicinal marijuana is also legal.

Adult and Medical use
regulated program.
Comprehensive medical
marijuana progrma.
CBD/Low THC program.
No public marijuana
access program.

Returning to the U.S.

After returning to the U.S., again without any
marijuana in their possession at the border,
Tom and Donna can continue to travel
without worry to California and Nevada,
where marijuana is legal for recreation or
medicinal use.
Trouble will begin again in Utah, Arizona
and New Mexico, where only medicinal
marijuana is legal and under the same
constraints as in Montana. The same is true
in North Dakota. However, if they choose
to venture even further into the Midwest to
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, South Dakota,
Iowa and Wisconsin, marijuana is strictly
March/April 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Know Before
You Go!
Laws on the legalities
of cannabis vary and
are changing rapidly
from state to state. It is
advisable to thoroughly
conduct your own research and know the law
before traveling with any
form of cannabis.

prohibited in any form. In fact, South Dakota
is the most restrictive state in the country,
only allowing FDA-approved CBD oil.
In the middle of America’s midsection sits
Colorado, where medicinal and recreational
possession of marijuana have been legal
since 2012. Currently, in this state, there
are more marijuana dispensaries than there
are Starbucks and McDonald’s locations
combined. Yet, if Tom and Donna choose to
travel from there to Oklahoma, Missouri,
Arkansas, Louisiana or Illinois, they can face
the same laws as they faced in Montana,
which only allow medicinal marijuana in a
few circumstances.
Next, while traveling to Texas and then on
into the deeper South: Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, North and South Carolina, then
up to Tennessee and Kentucky, and even
midwestern Indiana, they will find that all
these states strictly prohibit possession of
marijuana for any reason (with an exception
of one rare form of epilepsy in Texas).
Medical and recreational marijuana is
now legal in Michigan. The same is true
for Maine, Massachusetts and Vermont.
Meanwhile, Ohio, West Virginia, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire are like Montana,
yes to medicinal marijuana under state
rules, but no to recreational use. The same is
true for Florida. If they decide to take a trip
to Hawaii, they will find that Hawaii allows
medical marijuana use, but not recreational.

Crossing to Mexico

After crossing the country by RV, Tom and
Donna could decide to venture into Mexico.
There they will find that Mexico, like Canada,
has now legalized marijuana. However, they
must not have any marijuana at the border
between the U.S. and Mexico as our borders
are patrolled by federal agents, and their
potential arrest at the border could be a
catastrophe.
Basically, the law is currently in
chaos. Despite laws that became
stricter since marijuana prohibition
began (in the 1930s), there are big
changes occurring. In the last election in

November 2018, many more states eased
the laws prohibiting marijuana use. In almost
every state, there are now robust “hemp
industrial pilot programs” that allow farmers
to grow hemp and universities to study it.
President Trump also signed the 2018 Farm
Bill into law where hemp became classified
as an agricultural commodity. It appears the
decriminalization of marijuana across the
U.S. will occur soon.

Coming Full Circle

To bring this topic full circle, I remember the
1935 cult classic movie, Reefer Madness,
produced to help “educate the public” on
the dangers of marijuana. The movie touted
frightening and outrageous claims that if
a young person were to use even a bit of
marijuana in any form, it would lead to
shocking acts of violence and often end in
incurable insanity!
Up until the 1930s, cannabis had never
been regulated in any form. The message
during these prohibition years was that it
was a dangerous narcotic that had to be
outlawed. So, from then until now, laws have
become stricter and prisons have become
more crowded.
It was found that cannabis has been used
for medicinal purposes for thousands of
years, and it has possibly played a role in
pharmaceuticals even longer. The oddity was
in making it illegal. Thus was born 85 years
of restrictive laws.
Although we are beginning to witness the
gradual demise of these laws, until cannabis
is legalized throughout every state, it is
not advisable to travel with it in any form
without knowing the laws of each state you
travel through.
K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over 30
years, spending 15 of those years as a trial
lawyer. She also taught legal writing at the
University of Houston Law School. From
2011–2016, she was executive director of
Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center
of Polk County, Texas. Susie and her husband,
James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.

* The reference to marijuana in this article covers products that have any amount of the controlled substance in it, THC or CBD. Hemp and marijuana both
come from the cannabis plant. Hemp is distinguished by its use, physical appearance and lower concentrate of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC); hemp farmers
grow the plant for stalks and seeds. Marijuana is grown for the budding flowers. Today, whether it contains CBD or THC, the final product can come raw or
in any of the following forms: topicals, beverages, sprays, vaporizing, suppositories, smoking, candies, patches. This is what is being regulated state-to-state
and federally. A future article may delve into these categories.
(ESCAPEES RV CLUB DOES NOT PROMOTE THE USE OF ANY ILLEGAL SUBSTANCE, AND THE INFORMATION IN THIS ARTICLE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.)
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Do you own a Norcold or Dometic fridge?

If you want reliability and
safety, you want the ARP.
Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of reliably
and safety for your RV fridge by
automatically controlling boiler
temperature, thereby helping
to prevent fridge failure and
catastrophic fires!

A Small Investment Yielding
Huge Returns—Your Safety!

www.arprv.com

406-494-1959

The original AGM manufacturers for the Marine and RV industry
COVER TO
CONTAINER
SEAL

SEALED, PRESURE
RELIEF SAFETY
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LIFTING HANDLES

COPPER ALLOY
TERMINALS

INTERCELL
CONNECTIONS
THICK PLATES
AND HIGH
DENSITY OXIDE
PASTE MATERIAL
ABSORBENT
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SEPARATOR
POLYETHYLENE
ENVELOPE

REINFORCED COPOLYMER
POLYPROPYLENE CONTAINER
AND COVER

Lifeline, a pioneer in AGM technology, was
developed in 1985 for military aircraft.
Lifeline’s series of maintenance free deep
cycle batteries has been the leading AGM
battery in the Marine and Motor Coach
industry for the past 15 years. To learn
more about Lifeline Batteries, contact us
or visit LifelineBatteries.com
LIFELINE BATTERIES, INC.
292 E. Arrow Hwy
San Dimas, CA 91773
800-527-3224
www.lifelinebatteries.com

I have shared the road with other motor-homes in every state, except
Oregon and Hawaii, plus almost every Canadian province. The driving
habits of motorhome operators never cease to amaze me. Oftentimes,
it can be frightening.

L

et’s talk about driving RVs, discussing
the mental state behind the wheel
and defensive techniques to keep
us safe.
We need to start with attitude. The
driver’s attitude is vital to safe driving. How
mindful we are will determine how we drive.
If we’re feeling rushed, we drive faster.
If we’re irritated, we’ll take actions that we
normally wouldn’t. Coincidentally, the focus
is on our irritation, not our driving.
When tired, a driver’s reaction time is
increased. The ability to perceive subtle,
important changes dulls in the dynamics
of traffic. Vision narrows, movements
become jerky and, eventually, the body will
fall asleep.
Never drive tired. Most likely, we have all
done it and are all fortunate that we are still
here. It doesn’t matter who you are, you are
most dangerous when fatigued, so get off
the road and rest.
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Sometimes, we can be lazy, and say
things like; “I’ll get those new tires before
the next trip.” “Those windshield wipers are
good enough.” “My brakes will be fine for
one more trip.” “A little overweight isn’t that
bad.” Don’t put off what needs to be done.
Think back on some the choices you’ve
made in your RV, both pre-trip and on the
road. Particularly, think about those choices
that resulted in close calls or accidents, a
blown tire, a lane switch without clearing the
area or speeding up to make the light. Why
were those options chosen? What was it that
you did or didn’t do that could have altered
the outcome?
Driving with a positive attitude is essential
to helping you apply defensive techniques
that are most effective.

Other Drivers

Other drivers can pose a possible danger to
you, and there are various defensive actions
you can take to be safe.

“Think back on some the choices you’ve made in your
RV, both pre-trip and on the road...Why were those
options chosen? What was it that you did or didn’t
do that could have altered the outcome?”

Driving

YOUR RV

Safely

GETTING THERE
IS THE GOAL

By JOHN KELLING #102657 • stallguard-merchant@yahoo.com

So, what does a mature driver do to get
rid of a tailgater? You should always be
aware of who’s behind you and how close
they are to your vehicle. There’s no defense
if you’re unaware of the tailgater. First, open
up the space between you and the vehicle
ahead. This gives you time to stop slowly if
necessary. By stopping slowly, you allow the
tailgater to also slow down.
Second, by slowing, it encourages the
tailgater to pass. If that doesn’t work, pull
into the next lane, if possible, only if it’s safe
to do so. If that option isn’t available, pull off
the road or exit the roadway. The defenses
are worth the effort. If the tailgater that hits
you is a mini-cooper, the damage may not be
bad. But, if that tailgater is a 60,000-pound
gasoline tanker, then you and your RV might
be toast! Don’t play games with a tailgater,
and don’t ever ignore one.
What if you’re the tailgater? You have total
control over how close you travel behind
another vehicle. In an RV, five seconds behind
the vehicle ahead is barely enough. Staying far
behind it is being safe. When driving a class-A
motorhome, there is not much between you
and the front impact zone. Anything you
might hit could join you in the “cockpit.”

Other Vehicles

Now that two critical driving tasks, the
vehicles ahead and behind, are being
effectively handled, what about all those
other vehicles?
Dealing with the vehicle beside you is easy
and important. Don’t leave them there. Any
vehicle beside you is only a few feet from
joining you on your journey. If a truck blows
a steering tire, or has to veer out of their
lane, your options are gone. You won’t have
time to react before you’re hit.
Passing vehicles are a constant concern.
During the passing maneuver, the other
vehicle presents a hazard, but it’s only
temporary and an unavoidable situation.
What is important is reducing the exposure
time. When a vehicle passes, back off a little,
if possible, reducing the time the pass takes.
Normally, in a car, I recommend driving the
speed of traffic. However, in an RV on multilane roads, I find driving five mph below the
traffic speed helps to keep tailgaters off my
back by encouraging them to pass, reducing
the time it takes to complete the pass. It’s
arguable, but I find it works. Do whatever
is reasonable and safe to avoid traveling
beside another vehicle.
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The oncoming vehicle is a mass of metal
hurtling toward you at 70 mph. If you’re
going 70 mph, closing speed is 140 mph,
about the landing speed of an airliner, or
205 feet per second. The average driver
has a perception/reaction time of 1.5
seconds. If the oncoming vehicle veers into
your lane 200 feet away (2/3 of a football
field), your foot won’t reach the brake
before the collision.
The head-on collision with another vehicle
is the most difficult to defend against.
Dividing lines, such as Jersey barriers and
guard rails, don’t prevent oncoming vehicles
from entering your lane, but there is hope.

“We should be super nice to every
driver. Help them out. Let them get by.
Let them turn first. Signal them in
when it is safe to do so after a pass.”
First, wear seat belts and shoulder
harnesses without exception. They may not
prevent the collision, but they will increase
the chance of survival.
Second, drive well ahead of your vehicle.
A major benefit of an RV is visibility because
of the height. Take advantage of this benefit
by watching oncoming traffic. If something
seems amiss, start reacting immediately.
Slow down and move to the right. (This is
another advantage of not having vehicles
beside you.) Flash your lights. Even if these
moves don’t avoid the collision, they will
reduce the impact.
Weather is a major factor in many headon collisions. Always avoid driving in the
inside lane of a freeway, particularly in
reduced visibility. Wrong-way drivers are
more frequent during low visibility, and most
often will be driving in your inside lane in the
wrong direction. Stay right. Especially, watch
for wrong-way drivers at freeway entrances.
Intersections are where more accidents
happen than in any other driving
situation. At intersections, vehicles
are beside and behind you, and there
are oncoming vehicles, pedestrians,
bicycles, curbs—all of which need
to be negotiated by a 40- to 60-foot
vehicle. Negotiating intersections
requires more attention to detail than any
other driving task. When is that traffic light
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going to change? Probably just before you
get to the intersection. Be prepared to stop.
Neither slamming on your brakes nor going
through a red light are wise options, so you
should think ahead.
The right turn is always a challenge in a
town with two-way roads. Can you make
the turn without hitting intersecting cars or
running over the curb? Perhaps it would be
best to use an alternate route rather than
risk hitting a vehicle or a pedestrian.
Sometimes I find it more reasonable to
turn into a large parking lot beyond the
intersection, turning around, and entering
the intersection from the opposite direction.
It may be time consuming, but it makes RV
driving easier.

Weather

Driving in inclement weather can be
challenging for RVers. None of us want
unplanned stops. But there are times when
the weather should scream at you to “park
it!” It’s your home on the road. With food,
heat, rest rooms and entertainment, why
would you choose to drive in bad weather?
Leave bad-weather driving to those poor
folks who only have cars, or truckers who
are time critical. Find a campground or any
safe and legal place and park it.
There are other drivers that simply
don’t like RVs. Along with the other driving
challenges we RV jockeys have to endure,
we have to deal with those other drivers’
lousy attitudes towards us. We should be
super nice to every driver. Help them out.
Let them get by. Let them turn first. Signal
them in when it is safe to do so after a pass.
Do everything practical to assuage their ill
feelings towards us. Whatever you do, don’t
intentionally anger another driver.
Our main goal should be to arrive at our
destinations safely. If it takes an extra day,
most often it won’t make any difference. If
you must arrive on a specific day, leave early
so a delay will still allow an on-time arrival.
Drive safely so you can continue to enjoy
many years of RV travel.
JOHN KELLING is a former Air Force pilot
and flying safety officer. After leaving the
service, he began a 30-year career in
safety. Part of his job was teaching the
National Safety Council’s Defensive Driving
Course® to truckers, emergency vehicle
drivers and other vehicle operators. He and
his wife, Mary, have covered about 90,000 miles
in their class-C, and now, in their class-A motorhomes.
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Screw-driver Set
Needle-nose Pliers

Diagonal
Wire Cutters

Kobalt 3-Piece
Standard Combination
Wrench Set

Sierra Saw

Socket Set
(includes both
SAE and metric
sockets)
Retractable
Box Blade Knife

Four-pound Baby
Sledge Hammer

Claw Hammer

I love tools. In fact, the more tools
I can carry along, the better.
Unfortunately, tools are heavy,
so a limit must be placed on tool
selection for our RVs. I suggest
having a dedicated set of tools for
your RV that are always onboard.
It helps to eliminate the “Dang it,
the wrench I need is back at the
house!” syndrome.

H

ere’s a selection of basic tools that
should help the average RVer take
care of those small problems that
always seem to crop up on the road.
Most of these tools can be purchased at
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Sears, Harbor Freight or home-improvement
stores. I went to my local Lowe’s store and
was able to find nearly everything on my list.

My Tool List

You’ll want both a 3/8"-DRIVE AND A
1/4"-DRIVE SOCKET SET that includes both
SAE and metric sockets. You can often find
these as a set. Let’s also purchase a SET OF
THREE CRESCENT WRENCHES and a SCREWDRIVER SET.
We’ll need PLIERS: a set of small- and
medium-sized channel-lock pliers, diagonal
wire cutters, needle-nose pliers, and toss in
a pair of scissors.
You can carry a hacksaw and a handsaw,
but I find that a SIERRA SAW works great for
everything from small construction projects
to trimming tree limbs. A BOX KNIFE with

Extension Cord

Hitachi 3/8 inch
Corded Drill

Pilot Point Drill Bit Set, 21-Piece

Assorted
Cable Ties

Kobalt Dual
Foot Inflator
and Gauge

Galvanized
Steel Wire
ulk

sive ca

he
exel ad
Clear L

Dewalt Emglo
Two-gallon
Compressor

Kobalt Air Hose 12-Piece Accessory Kit

“I also like to carry a small roll of Eternabond tape…
Think of it as duct tape with “super powers” and
the ability to provide a quick, permanent repair.”
spare blades is mighty handy, too.
I used to carry a cordless drill, but it
seemed like every time I needed to use
it, the battery was dead. So, now I have a
SMALL CORDED DRILL, an EXTENSION CORD and
a set of DRILL BITS and DRIVERS.
Everyone needs a HAMMER. I have a
standard claw hammer and a four-pound
baby sledgehammer for extra persuasion.
Add a ROLL OF DUCT TAPE (I recommend
Gorilla brand tape), ELECTRICIAN’S TAPE and
MASKING TAPE. Don’t forget an assortment
of TY-WRAPS and some BALING WIRE, which
is almost as handy as duct tape! JB WELD is
nice to have on hand, too.
A tube of CLEAR LEXEL will help you deal
with those inevitable small leaks. It’s an outstanding, all-purpose sealant and adhesive. I
also like to carry a small roll of ETERNABOND

TAPE, which can be used to fix a damaged
roof, a leaky holding tank and other large
holes in your RV. Think of it as duct tape with
“superpowers” and the ability to provide a
quick, permanent repair.
For tire maintenance, buy a quality TIRE
GAUGE and use it religiously. I carry a 12V
AIR COMPRESSOR, which is adequate for
my rig’s smaller tires. However, if you have
big tires and room to stow it, a small nail
gun compressor will have enough capacity
to handle big tires and high pressures. It
requires AC power but can be run from a
generator or inverter if you’re away from
hookups. Buy a SHORT, SELF-COILING HOSE
AND AN AIR CHUCK that fits your needs.
The Dewalt Emglo two-gallon compressor
is amongst the most compact, and it’s an
excellent quality unit.

Eternabond Tape
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Small Wire
Brushes

Small Folding

Shovel

Hydraulic
Bottle Jack

Southwire
Autoranging
Digital Voltmeter

“For you true do-it-yourselfers, you’ll
probably want more tools, but try
not to carry tools for jobs that you
wouldn’t attempt while traveling.”
Here are optional additions to the list:

• Assortment of small pliers and screwdrivers for fine work
• Set of Allen wrenches, SAE and metric
• Small wire brushes
• Hydraulic bottle jack sized to handle the
weight of your RV
• Small folding shovel
• Ladder. I carry a folding six-foot stepladder that folds up small enough to fit inside
a four-inch rear bumper. (www.campingworld.com/6-compact-folding-step-ladder)
• Soldering iron and solder. Mine is 12V. It’s
extremely handy.
• Wire crimping tool and an assortment
of butt connectors
• Tape measure
• Small carpenter’s level
• Set of combination wrenches, both
SAE and metric
66
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Folding Six-foot Stepladder

Infrared,
Non-contact
Thermometer

Small Carpenter’s Level

• An infrared, non-contact thermometer.
You can use it to check the temperature
of your tires and hubs as you travel, check
the brakes on your towed car to make
sure they aren’t dragging and make sure
your beer is cold enough.
• Digital voltmeter. A good one isn’t that
expensive, and you can find them in kits
with additional testers. The Southwire
brand kit (above) has an outlet tester and
a voltage detector pen included.
For you true do-it-yourselfers, you’ll
probably want more tools, but try not
to carry tools for jobs that you wouldn’t
attempt while traveling. As an example: If
the truck blows an engine, I’m not going to
try to pull it and rebuild it on the road; I’ll
have a garage do the work, so I don’t need
engine rebuilding tools. You get the idea.
Next time, we’ll talk about stabilizing and
leveling accessories.
In 1997, MARK NEMETH quit his job, sold his
house, bought an RV and joined Escapees. He
has contributed to Escapees magazine and
served as and technical advisor for 18 years.
He still maintains an RVer’s resource website,
with technical articles, tips and information at
www.marxrv.com.
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Attendees at the Colorado
Ourdoor Adventure HOP in 2018.
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Community is important to us at Escapees.
We view this organization as more than a
collection of parks and services. We are a
club, a community of like-minded souls with
a passion for traveling and adventure. But
what is a community?

C

ommunities take all different forms. In Coober
Pedy, Australia, most of the town’s inhabitants
live underground. In Whittier, Alaska, almost all
of the town’s residents live together in a 14-story
building, a former army barracks. And, Tonle Sap,
Cambodia, is famous for its floating cities, which consist
of barges lashed together.
In examining communities, both psychologists and
sociologists have found that these groups of people have
three common elements: membership in the circle, the
ability for members to influence the group and a shared
emotional connection.

Membership in the Circle

We sincerely hope that you find that your voices matter.
Your voices matter to us and to your fellow Escapees.
We pride ourselves on being interactive with you and
promoting your interactions with each other, because
through these interactions you are able to influence the
group. Through our many services, you are encouraged
to share your experiences and wisdom.
This magazine you are currently reading began 40
years ago as a humble newsletter designed to enable
RVers to share their travel tips and to stay connected.
Today, Escapees magazine stays true to its roots by

The one definitive characteristic of our community is
that we are all in this together. Escapees are renowned
for helping one another. We have a history of common
experiences that are strange to people outside our community. Many of you were told that you were crazy when
you announced to friends and family that you were going
to full-time RV. It’s okay. They were probably jealous.
The commonality of our experiences creates a sense
of belonging and identification. And belonging to this
community provides emotional safety.
The unofficial mantra of Escapees is “caring and
sharing,” and we manifest that spirit every day, from
Canada to Mexico and all parts in between. Sometimes
we exhibit caring and sharing by lending a simple cup
of sugar to a neighbor; sometimes we drive all night to
be with a fellow Escapee in distress. But, whether the
gesture is big or small, we take care of one another, and
that binds us together.
We know that community requires membership in a
circle, the ability to influence the group and a shared
emotional commitment. And we at Escapees sincerely
hope you’ve found all three of these elements and that
you have found your community.
March/April 2019
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Ability to Influence the Group

Shared Emotional Connection

ESCAPEES

Typically, human communities center on a geographic
location. Membership in the community begins with
being physically present. Even the unusual communities
of Coober Pedy, Australia; Whittier, Alaska; and Tonle
Sap, Cambodia, draw their circle being physically present in a set location.
Our community is not location dependent. We travel
by nature. In fact, in our community you don’t even
need an RV to be one of us. Some Escapees members
haven’t bought their first RV, while others have hung up
their keys. However, they all still belong. According to
indepth studies, a community draws a circle by providing
individual members with emotional safety and a sense
of belonging. You have to feel like you fit in. We have
often promised to always remain inclusive. Your race,
religion, political views, income, RV type, or if you are a
weekender or a full-timer, it doesn’t matter. If you have a
passion for travel and respect for others, you will always
be welcomed with an Escapees hug, and you will always
have a place to call home.
However, it is not enough to feel like you fit in; you
also need to have the ability to influence the group.

featuring many articles, tips and pictures supplied by
you. The advent of the Internet brought us the ability to
share information on an unprecedented scale. You can
connect with one another, and with us, on our forums and
our social media pages: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
RVillage. We are always only a button-click away.
We listen to you. We honor your voices by continuing
to create content that appears on our website. This
content is geared towards making you more successful
RVers, and it’s designed to help foster your sense of
adventure and wonder. Even our education programs,
RVers Boot Camp and RVers Online University, are
heavily influenced by the issues you face and the topics
you care most about.
Your ability to influence the group extends beyond the
sharing of information. The community is strengthened
when you gather together and share the RV lifestyle.
Consequently, we work hard and host events, such as
HOPs, Convergences and Escapades, to provide you
with the opportunity to visit with old friends and make
new ones. And we rely upon your comments and suggestions to help us design and improve those events.
When you need more contact with the community,
chapters and our special interest groups, called Birds
of a Feather, or BoFs for short, offer you the ability to
tailor your community experience. If you haven’t found
a chapter or BoF that suits you, what better way to
influence the community than by establishing your own
chapter or BoF group?
The ability to influence the group, to know that your
voice matters to others is essential to the formation of a
community. But, the real magic of our community is our
shared emotional connection.
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering of
Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile church-without-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another, while not
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

PHOTO BY MARK NEMETH #45776.

Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and
Judy Wilson, editors. Judy Wilson, wilsonjudwil2@gmail.com to join.
THE E-MAIL ADDRESS FOR THE BOONDOCKERS BOF HAS BEEN CHANGED. IF ANYONE HAS
PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED TO JOIN AND DID NOT RECEIVE A RESPONSE, CONTACT JUDY
WILSON AT WILSONJUDWIL2@GMAIL.COM. PHOTO BY MARK NEMETH #45776

Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.
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Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut St., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.
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Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter, Facebook and Yahoo! groups provide opportunities to
share the RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several
times a year. Send your name and SKP# to boomerBoF@gmail.com.
Buffs: Buffs like to think of themselves as the Birds withOut Feathers
BoF. This group is for SKP members who enjoy wholesome social
nudism. On our Yahoo! groups website, read reviews of nudist campgrounds, receive answers to questions, read our newsletter, locate
nudist campgrounds who offer discounts to Buffs, see who might
be camping near you and get involved in discussions. No cost to
join. E-mail pamelapelc@yahoo.com. Include SKP# and reason for
wanting to join.

March/April 2019

DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity, to satisfy your desire to help others and to
provide life-sustaining assistance. For info, visit wwww.dovebof.org or
contact Brian Houser at president@doveBoF.org (210-268-3931) or
Jodi Scales at membership@doveBoF.org. Yearly dues: $10
Escapees Elk • C-BoF: You must be a member of a BPO Elks
Lodge to join. Meet at Escapades. (The BoF isn’t a lodge.) To
join, send $6 per year (checks payable to Escapees Elk BoF). To be
directed to an Elks lodge, send SASE to Membership Chairman, 230
Rainbow Dr., #13071, Livingston, TX 77399-2030. Visit www.escapees.com/escapees-elk-bof
Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join this group, you will need a Facebook
account. Search for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request
to be added to the group.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: AKA SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and
family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on research techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a rally
and research trip hybrid) is held annually. Time-sensitive information
and advice are shared via a Yahoo! group. Contact Albert Taylor at
skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr.,
#4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: The Geocachers BoF provides a link enabling members to
be in touch with other SKP geocachers, share geocaching information,
learn from others and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby.
The BoF hosts an annual multi-day rally in the Quartzsite, Arizona, area
in late January, featuring morning seminars and afternoon caching
outings. Communication is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues or fees.
To join, contact Sue Pace, at skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include
your e-mail address, name(s), SKP #, phone # and, if you have one,
your geocaching handle.
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Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find line-dancing classes, rallies
and special events while you travel. Members contribute information
on a city-by-city basis. Also available are websites that feature linedance class locations and special events. No dues or newsletters. To
sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups” or “Search” and enter
“Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the Group homepage,
click “Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at the top of the page.
Contact Margo Armstrong: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who
wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership is not dependent
on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide.
Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more. Parking (including
water, electric, dump) is furnished. A current projects list is posted on
the NOMADS Website, and is visible to members of NOMADS only,
but with nationwide sites. To join NOMADS: 866-466-6237 or visit
www.nomadsumc.org.
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our
new group forum at RVilllage.com. Sign up for free. Then, click
search or groups, and enter “Penwheels” in the search field.
Click “join group” to post. Send your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@earthlink.net) to add your
name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact Penwheels editor at
margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please
join our Facebook Group and stay connected with animal loving Escapees and get notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade.
Juliet Whitfield 970-729-2946 dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com https://
www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesPetLovers/
Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail
rwsp606@gmail.com. Roster and yearly newsletter. By e-mail, $5;
mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting
and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer, 2121 E
Kennan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives committed to constructively addressing public policy
at every level of government. By establishing relationships with
like-minded SKPs, we facilitate personal meetings. We strive to
broaden our understanding of issues, policies and candidates for
public office. We seek ways to strengthen our communities, nation
and world by using our influence to bring about positive change.
We use a closed Facebook group to connect and meet when we
can. No charge for membership. To join, send SKP# to Larry Butler
at techcfo@yahoo.com.
SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year,
member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Send check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, with SKP#, mailing address, interests/
hobbies, e-mail and phone number to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N.
Leslie St. #556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@
gmail.com.
SOWERs (Servants on Wheels: Ever Ready) A nondenominational
ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of approved ministries, we choose the projects and months we work. www.
sowerministry.org.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and at
Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so we can
meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good
times with great people! Contact Paul Wood at braveradventures@
yahoo.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV BoF: A group of like-minded people who like to
ride their UTV/ATV. If you have a UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the
group for you. Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No
dues. Contact: Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@
yahoo.com

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit www.skpphotographers.com. Lou Petkus: loupet@gmail.com or
630-750-7291.

Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent
or RV travel in countries around the world other than North America. Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free
monthly e-newsletter. To join the Worldwide Travelers’ BoF group,
send your name, SKP# and e-mail address to Kathy Howe at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-7577701 plus extension— (DOVE x8083, Escapees Elk x8082, SOLOs x8080). Look for the NEW! notice that signifies a new BoF has formed! BoF
correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator, Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com.
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North
Ranch, in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving,
pyrography and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and
articles related to anything wood. To join, send your name, address,
SKP# and $5/year to John Ely, 3213 W. Main #279 Rapid City, SD
57702. Newsletter sent three times a year. Contact woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.

ESCAPEES

SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.
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CHAPTER MAP

Let’s Get Together!
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR
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Indicates that an Escapees Head Out
Program event is taking place at this
general location during 2019.
See pages 24–25 for more information.

LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Director
ESCAPEES ARE IN FULL BLOOM
Hello, Escapees friends and family! How appropriate is it that spring arrives in the
Northern Hemisphere and, along with the new growth sprouting in nature, we’re also
seeing Escapees coming into full bloom. Our 59th Escapade, beginning March 17, is
going to be amazing. Check out the events calendar on pages 74–76 and you will find
a glorious assortment of rallies, HOPs and RVers Boot Camp classes to keep you busy.
Don’t miss the SKP ACRE rally coming up in Pine Mountain, Georgia, at the end of April!
Keep those wheels turning, and I’ll see you down the road.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.

March/April 2019

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and
click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter,
join a chapter and pay chapter dues, if
applicable. Yes! It is that easy.
As you travel, we invite you to get to
know Escapees in your area. Call us for
details and let’s get together.

MEMBER SECTION

CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

1

Golden Gate

Carolyn Cleaves

831-277-6007

ggchapter1@gmail.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@rockymtnhiskps.org

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Ron Hough

425-218-2839

escapeeschapter5@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley1505@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Ed Dennis

408-603-0600

ed@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Rick De Young

541-315-2830

rrdeyoung@gmail.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

12

North Central

Ron Nelson

507-259-7528

ron.nelson98@gmail.com

8012

14

Lucky Rollers

George Leese

888-757-7701

bigbg62@yahoo.com

8014

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

20

Mid Atlantic

Frank Simon

304-947-7689

pinoakfrank@yahoo.com

8020

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Jeremy Knapman

250-248-9492

jbknapman@telus.net

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

619 884-9069

mformico@cs.com

8025

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Verde Valley

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Kim Gurry

250-320-0630

gurry@telus.net

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs

Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Kathryn Perry

541-659-7208

perrykathryn4@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Sandy Thomason

888-757-7701

sandytom71@yahoo.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-4254

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@aol.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

Gary Long

888-757-7701

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Ed Allard

480-213-8096

edrdnalice@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-534-1537

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

John Kereszturi

574-360-8226

kereszturi@sbcglobal.net

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

57

Florida Sun Gators

Lynn Lunde

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

For more details about a chapter, visit www.escapees.com/chapters.
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Gulf Posse
Carolina Rovers
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension for specific directions to events.
• May/June deadline: March 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BOF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

MARCH 2019
01/03

TX

Grand Prairie, Loyd Park, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

01-06

LA

New Orleans, Mardi Gras HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

14-16

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Fairground, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

17-22

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Frgd, Escapees 59th Escapade

Escapade/National

888-757-2582

17-23

AZ

Congress, North Ranch, Woodcarver Week

Woodcarvers on Wheels BoF

425-757-4484

22

AZ

Tucson, Guns and Ammo HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

22

AZ

Tucson, Tucson and the Wild West HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

24-29

AZ

Arizona, North Ranch, Bead and Polymer Clay Retreat

Rainbow Park

928-427-3657

25-29

CA

Chico, Almond Tree RV

24

8024

25-29

FL

Century, Lake Stone Campground

26

8026

NC

Raleigh, Raleigh Oaks RV Resort

29

8029

APRIL 2019
04-07
07-14

TX

Bellville, Coushatte Recreation RV Ranch

11

8011

08-12

FL

Winter Haven, Cypress Campground

57

8057

10-15

LA

Eunice, Lakeview Park and Beach

10

8010

10-21

FL

Ft. Lauderdale, Panama Canal Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

14-17

OR

Roseburg, Twin Rivers RV Park

37

8037

22-26

CA

Vacaville, Vineyard RV

24

8024

26-28

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mountain RV Rst, RVers Boot Cmp

National

888-757-2582

20-May 2

CA

Temecula, Pechanga RV Resort

25

8025

29-May 5

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mtn. RV Rst., SKP ACRE rally

Steve Masterson

skpacre@gmail.com

05-09

TN

Chattanooga, Holiday Travel Park

42

8042

05-11

OR

Westfir, Casey’s RV Park

37

8037

Magazine
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05-11

OR

Junction City, Guaranty RV Park

37

8037

13-19

OH

Mansfield, Mansfield Fairground

36

8036

13-17

IN

Peru, Miami County Fairground

51

8051

15-19

IL

Rantoul, Prairie Pines Campground

46

8046

20-24

CA

Columbia, 49er RV Ranch

38

8038

27-31

CA

Lodi, Flag City RV

24

8024

28-31

BC

Canada, Enderby, Riverside RV Park and Campground

33

8033

29-June 03

UT

Moab, Moab Outdoor Adventure HOP (Head Out Program) HOP/National

31-June 04

OR

Elkton, Umpqua River RV Park

37

8037

03-07

CO

Colorado City, Colorado KOA

02

8002

05-08

OH

Celina, Mercer County Fairground

6/36/51

8006/8036/8051

888-757-2582

JUNE 2019

06-09

NY

Verona, The Villages RV Resort Turning Stone Casino

18/41

8018/8041

10-15

BC

Canada, Courtenay, Seal Bay RV Park

22

8022

March/April 2019
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FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS,
SEE PAGE 83.
DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

13-17

CA

Calistoga, Calistoga RV Park Fairground

38

8038

17-21

AB

Canada, Rimbey, Lake West Lake Community Hall

44

8044

17-21

CA

Yuba City, Sutter Fairground

24

8024

17-21

WA

Lynden, NW Washington Events Center

05

8005

18-21

NH

Bridgewater, Newfound RV Park

03

8003

JULY 2019
08-12

MN

St. Cloud, St. Cloud RV Park

12

8012

15-19

CA

McCloud, McCloud RV Park

24

8024

15-19

WA

Hoquiam, Hoquiam River RV Park

05

8005

21-25

OR

Bandon, Bandon by the Sea RV Park

37

8037

21-28

WI

Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh Air Show HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

04-11

WA

Seattle, Alaska Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

08-11

MI

Gladwin , Gladwin County Fairground

06

8006

AUGUST 2019

08-14

OR

Florence, Judd Huntington Elks RV Park

37

8037

08-14

OR

Tillamook, Tillamook Elks RV Park

37

8037

11-14

TX

Johnson City, Miller Creek Resort

11

8011

14-18

ME

Hermon, Pumpkin Patch RV Resort

03

8003

15-16

OR

Bandon, Bullard’s Beach State Campground

37

8037

19-23

CA

Quincy, Pioneer RV Park

24

8024

19-23

WA

Port Townsend, Jefferson County Fairground

05

8005

20-22

OR

North Bend, The Mill Casino & RV Park, RVers Boot Cp

National

888-757-2582

SEPTEMBER 2019
BC

Canada, Courtenay, Seal Bay RV Park

22

8022

NM

Angel Fire, Angel Fire RV Resort

02

8002

05-08

BC

Canada, Christina Lake, Christina Pines RV Park

33

8033

MI

Hastings, Michawana Campground, 35th Anniversary

06

8006

WA

Winthrop, Pine Near RV Park

05

8005

16-22

CA

Yreka, Waiiaka RV Park

37

8037

16-22

CA

Montague, Montague Balloon Fair

37

8037

23-27

CA

Manteca, French Camp RV Park

24

8024

03-08

CA

Lodi, Lodi Grape Festival Grounds

38

8038

03-06

NC

Asheville, Bear Creek RV Park

29

8029

OCTOBER 2019

04-13

NM

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

14-18

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Park

24

8024

17-20

TX

Center Point/Kerrville, Old River Road RV Resort

11

8011

18-21

OR

Charleston, Oceanside RV Park

37

8037

20-27

TX

Galveston, The Caribbean Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881
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“The Escapees SmartWeigh team will be
available to weigh your RV, and we have
added RVers Boot Camp prior to the rally.”
SKP ACRE Rally, April 29–May 5, 2019
PINE MOUNTAIN RV RESORT, 8804 HAMILTON RD, PINE MOUNTAIN, GA 31822, 706-663-4329
RVERS BOOT CAMP APRIL 26–28, 2019 (IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE RALLY) • WWW.RVCOUTDOORS.COM/PINE-MOUNTAIN

The SKP ACRE planning committee, steering committee and rally
team have selected Pine Mountain,
Georgia, as the rally location for
2019. The goal of the steering
committee is to provide a quality rally at the lowest
possible cost. Entertainment and other optional venues
outside the RV resort are in the planning stages. There
will be six catered meals and, as always, a potluck dinner.
The Escapees SmartWeigh team will be available to weigh
your RV, and we have added RVers Boot Camp prior to the
rally. Seminars will be provided including, for example, one
on tire pressure. The rally fee is $65 per person and the
camping fee is $44 per night.

Magazine

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
HOLIDAY HOURS FOR 2019

We invite you to join us April 29 through May 5, 2019.
Call 706-663-4329 for RV site reservations and specify
that it is for “SKP ACRE.” Be sure to adjust your arrival
dates if you plan to attend RVers Boot Camp. If any
Escapees chapter or BoF would like to park together,
please contact us at SKPACRE@gmail.com. To find out
about local activities in the area, visit www.pinemountain.org/attractions and www.lagrangechamber.com.
For SKP ACRE online registration, visit SKPACRE.COM.
For RVers Boot Camp information, visit www.escapees.
com, then choose Education/RVers Boot Camp. To
register, call 888-757-2582.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Communications Chairman

The Escapees RV Club National Headquarters
observes national holidays to coincide with
post office closures. For your convenience,
the dates for 2019 are listed below. Please
remember that Escapees mail service and
the club business office will be closed on these
dates, so be sure to call ahead for your mail.
• April 19—Good Friday (Easter)
• May 27—Memorial Day
• July 4—Independence Day
• September 2—Labor Day
• October 14—Columbus Day
• November 11—Veteran’s Day
• November 28 & 29—Thanksgiving Day (2 days)
• December 24—Christmas Eve
• December 25—Christmas Day
• December 31—New Year’s Eve

ESCAPEES
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SKP DINE-OUTS

MISSOURI

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.

NEVADA

It’s time to eat!
ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10:30 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Cushman Phillips: 770-312-8871,
cushman@cbphei.com. Oct-April (except March)

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Ed Allard: 480-213-8096,
edrdnalice@gmail.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike: 602325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org

Springfield: 1st Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2734 N. Kansas Expway. Vernon Eide: 417-766-2191. (Casual campouts held 3rd Tues
of each month, April-Oct. Vernon Eide, eidevernon@yahoo.com)
Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., China Wok, 580 Route 160.
George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May
Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

NEW MEXICO

Lakewood: Ladies breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303 for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 2000 Biddle
Road. Kathryn Perry: 541-659-7208, perrykathryn4@gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m. (breakfast), Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec

Tucson: 2nd Tues, 3 p.m. Golden Corral, 6385 S. Midvale Park
Road. Please confirm: Cliff/Virginia Haycock: 919-412-4029,
hayvirginia@yahoo.com

Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Nov 2017-April 2018

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. Diane Sears: 936-215-9632 Nov-April

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631.
Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant,
7148 Edinger Ave. Rick Comaroto: 714-889-8549,
rnhcomar@aol.com
Modesto: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Ray Bailey: 209-532-0444,
bailey-r@sbcglobal.net. Feb-Nov
Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

TENNESSEE
TEXAS

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., For location, call 888-757-7701 x8010.
David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhortodhdhorton2@aol.com

UTAH

West Valley City: 3rd Thurs, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 3399 West,
3500 South. Lawrence Pay: 801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

WASHINGTON

Marysville: 1st Sat, 9:30 a.m. Golden Corral Buffet & Grill, 1065
State Ave. Ray/Sandy Hoyt: 425-750-6139, razerroof@aol.com.
May-Sept
Mount Vernon: 1st Tues, 11 a.m., Royal Star Buffet, 2300 Freeway
Drive. Arlene: 206-849-1578, arlene1046@gmail.com. May-Sept
Tacoma: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Old Country Buffet, 5815 Lakewood
Towne Center. Barb Johnson: 360-908-0699, barbj1752@msn.com

WISCONSIN

DeForest: 3rd Wed, 2 p.m. Norske Nook, 100 E. Holum Street. Ken
Cerling: 608-219-6890. May-Oct

San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m. breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m. Mike Formico:
619 884-9069, mformico@cs.com

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, noon. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis.

Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m. Main Restaurant Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382.
Visalia: Last Fri (Jan-Oct), 3rd Fri (Nov-Dec) 9:30 a.m. Ryan’s Place
Restaurant, 3103 S. Mooney Blvd. Bring a friend; wear a badge.

COLORADO

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net

FLORIDA

Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April

BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Ricky’s All Day Grill, Inside
Days Inn, 809 Island Hwy S. Bernardien Knol: bernardienknol@
msn.com, April-Oct. Except June and Sept
BC, Vernon: Last Tues, noon. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net
ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov
ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28
Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com.
May and Oct
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Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop, 202
Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856.

CANADA

ESCAPEES

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 p.m., Denny’s, 3520 Auburn Blvd.
David Studivant: 916-481-1357, oldgrizfo@comcast.net.

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowplantation

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/northranch

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/sumteroaks

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/turkeycreek

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/dreamcatcher

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/raccoonvalley

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowsend

24

$

$

22

$

24

$

26.50

$

144

$

132+

$

144

$

120

$

120

$

101

$

132
144

$

28.50

$

24

$

25

$

25

$

20

$

$

20

$

17.50

$

22
24

29

27.50
28.50

174

$

159

$

171

$

144
150

150
165
171

Monthly Nonmember

Monthly Member

Weekly Nonmember

Escapees RV Club owned and operated.

Weekly Member

Daily Member

RAINBOW PARKS

Daily Nonmember
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360+

$

395+

340+

$

395+

360+

$

360

$

225+

$

350

$

340+
360+

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

395+

$

395

235+

$

395

$

$

395+
415+

$

SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA

SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

20

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

23

Incl Elec

$

35

+ Elec

25

$

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com
CALIFORNIA

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S, Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

Magazine

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com
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•
•
•
•

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.evergreencohoskprvpark.com

$

limited
$

130

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

-

-

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

$

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

126

+ Elec

$

495

+ Elec

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

$

20

+ Elec
& tax

$

$

20

$

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

22

Incl Elec

$

$

+ tax

20

+ Elec

27.75

+ tax

$

$

Incl Elec

96

$

-

Incl Elec

-

$

300

$

+ Elec

+Elec
& Tax

340

+ Elec

325

+ Elec

450

+ Elec

Incl Elec

132

Incl Elec

$

110

+ Elec

$

166.50

+ tax

$

$

+ tax
$

Incl Elec

-

350

$

125

$

$

365

$

Incl CTV

21-26

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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Incl CTV

N

-

93

0

-

68

0

-

130

24

Pet Friendly

0

Dog Run

68

Laundry

-

Clubhouse

N

Activity Center

25

Reservations

99

WiFi

-

Storage

0

Dry-camping

107

Pull-thru

-

Lease Lots

ERPU Sites
22

50 AMP

87

30 AMP

-

55+ Park

# of Sites

MEMBER SECTION

EVENTS
Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Beaches
and desert are only an hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive a one-week stay for $50: Request at
check-in. Call ahead for availability. GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'
Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is
25 miles from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia
and Kings Canyon National Parks are only a day-trip away! The
winter months are mild and the spring wildflowers are glorious.
First-time visitors can enjoy $50 off their first week’s stay! Visit
our website or call for reservations.

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110 plus tax/elec).
Explore many activities from this central location. Activities
update provided at daily social hours. Visit the website or call for
details.

-

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N
-

283 n/a
-

-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

N

-

N
-

N

N

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
national park? We’re your place to stay. Large sites, Reverse
Osmosis water. First timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships
blossom. See our website for our many activities and amenities.
Then visit our active park in quiet south-central Florida.

206 n/a

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First time Escapee visitors will receive 50% off one week stay
plus electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in
February. Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San
Antonio area and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a 2- to
3-hour drive from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
541-459-4465 • www.timbervalleyskp.com
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy. Costco, 5 chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to restaurants,
churches; other amenities. Award-winning wineries, fishing,
forest trails and wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70 miles.
Coupon on our website! Stay two nights, get a third night free.
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Make your reservations now and explore Washington’s Olympic
Peninsula: art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries, distilleries, farm tours, ferries to Victoria B.C. and Seattle, unique
festivals from accordion to wooden boat, hiking, kayaking, music
and concerts, wineries/wine routes, whale watching.
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n/a

N

N

254 n/a
128

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive a week with a 50% discount, plus
elec./tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers”
for details.

MEMBER SECTION

A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS
By TRAVIS CARR #8, Escapees President, and MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees Vice President

A Bond Unlike Any Other

On January 12, 2019, we kicked off our fourth Annual
Bash at SARA Park Rodeo Grounds in Lake Havasu,
Arizona. This was the beginning of what would become
a week full of fun, laughter, new friendships and, in true
Xscapers fashion, a little bit of craziness. We had a
record high attendance, selling out the event with 300
RVs and well over 500 people. We anticipate the event
will only continue to grow in the years to come.
While we took part in many of our traditional
activities, such as hiking, a margarita throw-down and
educational seminars offered by community members,
our convergence director, JP Smith, also incorporated
many fun new opportunities into the bash. Just to name
a few, those activities included a Mac & Cheese Festival,
Xscapers Olympics, themed nights, kids camp and a
mobile DJ to close out the week at the farewell party.
While the activities brought everyone together and kept
them entertained, the real highlight of the event was

watching all of the newly made friendships. Most attendees were making plans to travel together in the weeks
to come. At the close of the event, nearly 40 RVs moved
together to a nearby boondocking location.

Heart and Soul

As you’ve heard us say before, community is the heart
and soul of Xscapers, but it wasn’t until we wrapped
up the Annual Bash that we became overwhelmed
with the power of our community. The testimonials
and stories we heard, both during and following the
event, about how much Xscapers has changed the lives
of so many touched our hearts and brought tears of
happiness to our eyes. And, we should mention, this
isn’t anything new for the Escapees organization. We
are proud to see the younger generations embrace
the club’s concept of caring and sharing, whether it’s
by chipping in their time to volunteer at an event or
helping a fellow RVer in need.

Compassion and Dedication

Magazine

In the months leading up to the Bash, there were several
occasions that revealed the compassion and dedication
of friends in our community.
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“The fact that Escapees and Xscapers members
treat each other like family and live up to our
caring-and-sharing philosophy is what makes
the organization stand above the rest.”
At the Oregon convergence in August of 2018, Sondi
Cuddy (lifetime member) broke her ankle, and she was
immediately rushed to the ER by her fellow Xscapers.
In the month following, she had a continuous support
system of people caring for her and checking on her
well-being. Fellow member Koren Boyd even drove her
RV from the convergence safely to her next destination.
In December, Shane Evans (lifetime member) was
with a group of Xscapers riding scooters when he was
in a terrible accident that required a 911 emergency
call. His friends stayed by his side to care for him and,
when word got out about what happened, several other
members traveled to stay close by and lend a helping
hand. Again, they offered to help drive his RV to his next
destination while he was in recovery.

Making a Difference

These are only a few examples of what makes this group
so special. Camaraderie can make a huge difference in
the lives of RVers on the road, and many people express
to us how lonely they were before finding their tribe.
When you live in a stick-and-brick home, or work in an
office, most people don’t realize how easy it is to create
community. You typically travel to the same places and

see the same faces, not fully appreciating the sense of
security that surrounds you. When you make the decision
to full-time RV, you’re opting for a mobile life where you
find yourself in different surroundings constantly. Finding
friends doesn’t come easy, and when you do strike up a
conversation with someone in the local area, you know
you’ll leave soon and may never see them again. When
you go to an Xscapers event (or any Escapees rally), you
are immediately surrounded by like-minded peers, people
you know you will see again down the road and who have
made the conscious decision to be free.

Caring and Sharing

The fact that Escapees and Xscapers members treat
each other like family and live up to our caring-and-sharing philosophy is what makes the organization stand
above the rest. It is not something that is easily replicable, and we have Joe and Kay Peterson to thank for
founding the club with those principles, and Bud and
Cathie Carr to thank for making sure they were carried
through along the way. We continue to keep our promise
that in everything we do, we will uphold the values of
all who paved the way before us and carry forward the
caring-and-sharing mentality.
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XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

The new year was brought in with an amazing kickoff party
for Xscapers. Over 250 revelers met on BLM land north of
Quartzsite, Arizona, to ring in the new year. An informal
“raising of the hands” proved that about 70 percent of
attendees were experiencing their first Xscaper convergence. The campfires were plentiful, and the celebrating
went well into the night. And, in true Xscapers fashion,
long-time Xscaper Scott Pleasants #129260 led a few
brave partiers through the all-night cold to greet the first
sunrise of 2019 with a tequila sunrise in hand!
The first few months of the year were big for Xscapers,
with gatherings in Quartzsite and Lake Havasu, Arizona,
and a caravan to Mexico for 10 days. We’re looking
forward to more exciting events planned for upcoming
months ahead. (See list and map on page 83.)
March takes the Xscapers back for the second year
to a favorite destination: Moab, Utah. If you’ve never
been to Moab, it is a gorgeous setting surrounded by the
plentiful Navajo sandstone of the Colorado Plateau. The
area is blessed with an abundance of outdoor activities.
Whether it’s hiking, kayaking, climbing, mountain biking
or off-road driving, Moab has it all. Returning to our
private boondocking location on an airport runway
unused since the 1960s, we will line the tarmac with
more than 100 RVs and try to exceed the success of last
year’s Moab Convergence. As with all Xscapers events,
we leave the weekday free to work and we fill the nights
and weekends with activities. This year, a full-day offroad trip is planned, as well as hiking in the shadow of
the La Sal Mountains and a takeover of a local bowling

alley/party spot. Of course, there will also be the usual
socializing, campfires and making new friends.
For Memorial Day weekend, Xscapers will have its first
caravan trip. Two beautiful locations in New Mexico will
provide unique settings with something for everyone.
First, we will meet at a remote desert brewery and
bask in the tranquil setting of the high desert. As one
of America’s oldest settlements, nearby Taos is rich in
history, in addition to their great hiking opportunities.
We will take advantage of the long weekend and a
day off work on Memorial Day to move to our second
location, in Santa Fe. Boondocking at the rodeo grounds
in town puts us within striking distance of the many
wonderful activities in Santa Fe. Inspiring art, amazing
architecture, a thriving craft brew scene and delicious
food can only be found in New Mexico. Also, on the
schedule are walking tours of the town and a visit to
Meow Wolf, a fully immersive art installation. There will
be several group meals and entertainment.
July will take us up to higher elevations and, hopefully,
cooler temps. What better place to spend July Fourth
this year than high in the cooler climates of the Rocky
Mountains. Xscapers will take over the local fair and
rodeo ground. Most of us will boondock, but there
will be a few power-only sites available. We will enjoy
all this small Colorado town has to offer. There will be
whitewater rafting, float trips, concerts, a parade, hiking,
kayaking and off-road trips. There really is no better
place to be for Independence Day.
Come, and join us for our upcoming convergences! I’ll
see you there.
Xscapers celebrating St. Patrick’s Day during
the 2018 Moab, Utah, convergence.
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PHOTO BY BRANDON HATCHER AND
KERENSA DURR #115527
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2019 CONVERGENCES
MOAB CONVERGENCE (SOLD OUT)

4TH OF JULY CONVERGENCE

RHYTHMS ON THE RIO CONVERGENCE

APRIL 5–APRIL 12, 2019
MOAB, UTAH • $60–$100

JUNE 30–JULY 7, 2019
SALIDA, CO 81201 • CHAFFEE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS • $65–$210

AUGUST 2–4, 2019
SOUTH FORK, COLORADO • COST TBA

Xscapers takes over a runway in Moab for the second
year in a row! Join us for a week of boondocking and
outdoor pursuits in this southern Utah wonderland.
Activities include off-roading, cookouts and socializing.
Registration includes a boondocking site, event tent,
private bowling, pizza party, karaoke, sightseeing, a host
and social activities.

Spend the Fourth of July high in the Rocky Mountains
with your Xscaper friends! We return to the cooler
temps of the mountains for a small town big on fun. We
will gather at the fairground in Salida, only minutes from
downtown. In addition to socializing, we will play in the
river, enjoy the parade on the fourth and take in a free
concert. There will also be hiking and off-road trips

Join Xscapers for a small-town music festival high
in the Rocky Mountains. The Rhythms on the Rio
music festival will celebrate its 14th anniversary of
providing music lessons to kids in town. We’ll have a
reserved camping area with the stage only a short
walk away. Three days of music covering all genres!

NEW MEXICO CARAVAN CONVERGENCE

ALASKA CONVERGENCE

MAY 24–JUNE 2, 2019
TAOS TO SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO • MEMORIAL DAY WEEK • $20–$150

JULY 18–22, 2019
DELTA JUNCTION, AK 99737 • FREE

Join us for the first Xscapers caravan convergence!
We will be surrounded by the high desert and beautiful
Rocky Mountains for 10 days as we visit two iconic New
Mexico destinations. We’ll divide our time between two
boondocking locations at a remote desert brewery near
Taos and Urban boondocking in Santa Fe. On Memorial
Day, we’ll move 75 miles south to the Santa Fe Rodeo
grounds. As with all Xscapers events, the workday will be
left free for those working from the road.

Join longtime members and emissaries Gary and
Stacey Quimby to meet up with your fellow Xscapers
in the great last frontier! View this video of Gary and
Stacey in the area in 2017: https://youtu.be/3OuloWaEP9s. This is an old pipeline construction camp on
BLM land. Every April, over 10,000 RVs park in this
valley for a combined snowmachine/skiing event called
Arctic Man. Any size rig can park, and there will be
plenty of room to spread out.

ALASKA

convergence

For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.

Isabel Pass, Alaska

JULY 18‒22
2019

Moab

convergence

April 5‒12

2019

convergence

August 2‒4

2019
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4th of july
convergence
june 30‒July 7

83

Magazine

2019

escapade
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New Mexico
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2019

Balloon
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October 3‒9

2019
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Marketplace
First
State
Bank

“When you need

to Escape

Just bring us along!”

Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking/
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
ATM at Escapees Rainbows End
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

GUIDED RV TOURS & RALLIES
LOWER 48 • ALASKA • CANADA • OVERSEAS

Request your FREE
RV Vacation Catalog today!

CALL: 936.327.3428

Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.com

www.adventurecaravans.com

936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211

Professionally

Guided RV
Vacations

Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?

800-952-8496

• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

FantasyRVTours.com

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615

Call for a FREE

RV Travel Guide

Magazine

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
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SINCE 1902

936-327-1234 or 800-324-9279

Each depositor insured
to at least $250,000.

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Download our App for your mobile
device or visit us on the web at

www.fnblivingston.com
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COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

SKP BADGES
& ENGRAVING
Badge designs
starting at just $5
• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins

For special orders or custom engraving
jobs, call 888-757-2582 or visit the
Website for more information.

www.escapees.com/store

Marketplace

WELCOME THESE NEW
COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
PBS LIGHTING CM #900
602-702-6822
ALASKA EXCURSION CARAVAN CM #901
407-625-6025
TOUGH TOP AWNINGS CM #905
303-589-0934
COOL STUFF BY GEORGE! CM #906
707-483-0303
DOTERRA NATURAL WELLNESS & ESSENTIAL OIL CM #907
603-702-1294
TRANSFER FLOW CM #908
530-893-0056
BHT MARKETING CM #909
602-793-8459
TEKNEEK COMPUTER REPAIR CM #910
COMMERCIAL
936-327-9388
MEMBER
STRAIGHT LINE RV CM #911
541-505-9732
DRAGONFLY ENERGY/BATTLE BORN BATTERIES CM #912
775-622-3448

Advertising Opportunities with Escapees RV Club
Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees
RV Club. Place your product/service before a large, dynamic and
well-established RV community with regular advertising. Visit
www.escapees.com/advertise, call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
commercialmembership@escapees.com for information.

OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

RV-related services that you can use!
Adventure Caravans......................................................................CM# 35.........................21/84
ARPC, LLC.............................................................................................CM# 748..............................59
Central Florida RV Center.........................................................CM# 740...............................51
Classified Ads...........................................................................................................................................86
Day’s End Journal and Directory...............................................................................................33
Fantasy RV Tours.............................................................................CM# 830..............................84
First National Bank.........................................................................CM# 126...............................84
First State Bank...............................................................................CM# 45.................................84
Giraffe G4 .............................................................................................CM# 660.............................43
J Wright Concepts.........................................................................CM# 829..............................59
Lifeline Batteries, Inc......................................................................CM# 887..............................59
Marketplace..............................................................................................................................................84
Miller Insurance.................................................................................CM# 285...............................51
Multigenerational Wealth Strategies...............................CM# 13..................................84
Passport America Club.....................................................................................................................17
RVillage.........................................................................................................................................................84
RV Comfort Systems, LLC ..............................................................................................................21
RV Driving School............................................................................CM# 3....................................84
RV Roofing Solutions..........................................................................................................................55
RV Solar Electric...............................................................................CM# 28.................................43
RV Trader............................................................................................................................................Cover
RVer’s Ultimate Survival Guide book............................................................................................13
RVs for Less...............................................................................................................................................21
SkyMed....................................................................................................CM# 85.................................23
Transfer Flow......................................................................................CM# 908.................................9

Sign Up

Workamper, Inc..................................................................................CM# 14..................................43

Advertising
Escapees Badges and Engraving...............................................................................................84
Escapees CARE, Inc.............................................................................................................................22
Escapees Club News..........................................................................................................................85
Escapees Commercial Members...............................................................................................85
Escapees Escapade Information...................................................................................................5
Escapees Healthcare Solutions..................................................................................................55

FOR ESCAPEES

CLUB NEWS
E-MAILS

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM

Escapees Mail Service........................................................................................................................31
Escapees Membership Application..................................................................... Back Cover
Escapees Roadside Assistance....................................................................................................12
Escapees RVers Online University (RVOU)............................................................................11
Escapees RVers Boot Camp.........................................................................................................39
Escapees RVer’s Good Neighbor Policy................................................................................88
Escapees SmartWeigh Program................................................................................................13
Escapees Tire Discount....................................................................................................................55
Escapees Veterans Discount Program.................................................................................51
Xscapers.....................................................................................................................................................80
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Escapees Job Board...........................................................................................................................23

ESCAPEES

Be the first
to know!

Wholesale Warranties...............................................................................................................Cover

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10

HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
Small Lots:
L-348 Landscaped Vacant Lot $53K
L-349 Prk AZ Great Rm $89K
L-386 Landscaped RV HU W/D in shed $52,500
L-434 Landscaped RV HU W/D HU+ HWH
+shower in shed on “BigSandyLake” $57K
Large Lots:
Lg Lot-73 Corner by State Land,1285 sf Office+Den
+View Deck + Prtl Basement NOW $175K
LgL-124 SITE-Built Beauty Home, Guest Hse, +Office,
2+Gar, RV HU, Courtyard, Premium Lot $239K
CALL Linda Stevens SKP 30347 to list or purchase
Lindasellsaz@msn.com • www.CongressMoves.com
928-232-9060
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ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New, smaller custom homes from
$190K with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage, with additional F-HU outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos
nearby. Only 2 hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird
retreat. 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com. Ron Bernstein,
Broker/Developer.
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Fiona Animal Refuge: Join our fight to save Mexican street
dogs. Founded and managed by Escapees member Dottie
Cross #86243 since 2011. In April 2013, our dream became a
reality. Fiona Animal Refuge opened its doors with 19 kennels,
office and surgery. FAR is a 501(c)(3) public charity, which
means all donations are tax-deductible. www.potreropups.org
or on Facebook: Fiona Animal Refuge. Checks made payable to:
Fiona Animal Refuge can be sent to 208 Rainbow Dr., #10808,
Livingston, TX 77399-2008.

FOR SALE

San Matias, Baja, CA—Norte, Mexico: $65K, financing available.
Located between San Felipe and Ensenada. The c/g includes a house;
2BD/1BA, 25'x25' shop with a 3/4 BA, 2 encl/secure garages, RV
ramada, hot tub, fruit trees. House has dual-pane windows, new heat
pump, A/C and heat. Running water and a cistern. TV/elec. Great area
to live a simple, affordable life. Prop taxes: $75/yr., water: $150/
yr, TV: $17/mo. San Felipe is 65 miles E. Ensenada is 75 mi W. Jim:
425-214-4079.
TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for rent. Each lot is 50'x100'.
One mile from the gulf and one-half mile from marina and boat launch.
Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.

HELP WANTED

Volunteer in a Vermont State Park in 2019!: More than 40 parks.
Duties vary by park and generally involve maintenance and operations.
FHU or W/E available. Some parks located in remote areas. Schedules
vary. Cell phone, TV reception, and WiFi vary by park; pets allowed
at most locations. Work 30 hours per week for campsite and many
other benefits. Preference given to season-long commitment (mid-May
through Labor Day or mid-Oct.); some shorter stays may be available.
Recruitment for the 2019 season is underway. For information and
to apply, visit www.vtstateparks.com/volunteering.html.

March/April 2019

Beautiful 2015 Newmar Ventana 4037: fully transferable
extended warranty (October 2021 or 25,000+ miles, whichever
comes first). Fireplace, induction cooktop, micro/convection
combo; 1 1/2 baths, full king bedroom; glass-enclosed shower;
stacked washer/dryer and more. View online at http://www.
rvsellersusa.com/view/8877 then call us at 480-231-1982 and
let’s make a deal. $239,900 or best reasonable offer.

Final Journeys
PRODUCTS

LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are amazing. They have less bacteria, no smell and offer
convenience. Ideal for RVs and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401.
www.lunatecgear.com
LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and
high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and
clean gear. www.lunatecgear.com
Kijaro Kubie: The Kubie will keep
you warm and cozy. It can be
transformed into a poncho, pillow,
ground cover, hammock (complete
with straps), sleeping bag, shade
cover and more! Durable nylon
ripstop fabric and double zipper
pulls, it can handle any adventure.
Its water-resistant coating and
fleece-lined hood keeps wearers
warm and dry. It converts into its
own carrying pouch for compact
traveling. Retails for $80:
www.kijaro.com/kubie.
Wise Owl Outfitters: The perfect essential to help you relax. This
hammock can fit in your hand. Throw it in a bag and head out on your
next adventure. The foam and inflatable pillows are fully adjustable
and water resistant, along with the microfiber towels that are super
absorbent and dry fast! www.wiseowloutfitters.com. $44.95
Princeton Tec Helix Backcountry Lantern:
A compact, lightweight collapsible lantern, the
Helix Backcountry is the perfect lighting solution
for around camp or in your tent. A “swipe” control
surface eliminates buttons and allows you to switch
between a dimmable white mode and a dimmable
red mode, for low profile or night use. The collapsible globe and folding legs allow the lantern
to shrink in size, making it easy to stow away. The
adjustable legs also allow the light to incorporate
several hanging options, perfect for lighting up the
whole area. princetontec.com/product/helix-backcountry. $39.99

The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to the
families and friends of deceased members.
Bloomquist, Earlene #31949-November 30, 2018: (Jerry, 30527
S. Meandering Lane, Congress, AR 85332-1206) Earlene fought for
over 10 years with dementia/Alzheimer’s disease. We joined Escapees
in 1994 and began full-time RVing for 15 years. She was a volunteer
club representative (VCR) for many years and was proud to be an Escapees member. We traveled to all 50 states, attended many chapter
rallies and enjoyed working at spring Escapades. She was a special
lady, and I have so many memories of our good times together.
Courtright, Gil #1084-July 24, 2018: (Betty, 45323 Park Sierra Dr.,
#337, Coarsegold, CA 93614-9109) Gil died quietly and peacefully at
home. Gil loved Escapees and traveling, and he volunteered at many
Escapades. I will stay in Park Sierra SKP Co-Op.
Ledbetter, Harold (Hal) #27083-December 12, 2018: Hal died
in Livingston, Texas, at the age of 84. He joined the U.S. Navy the
day after his high school graduation and served for four years. Hal
worked for NASA in Houston for a brief time in the mid-1960s, which
started his long-time Civil Service career with the U.S. government. He
had the opportunity to meet and work with some of the pioneers in
space flight, including astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin of
the early Apollo missions. He eventually settled in Poway, California,
and raised his family. While working at NAS Miramar, he had the opportunity to work with some of the crew for the movie, Top Gun, while
they were filming and utilizing the F-14 simulators in the mid-1980s.
After his retirement, he relocated and settled in Livingston in 1994.
Hal enjoyed RV travel, Escapees RV Club and square dancing with his
wife, Ina. (Submitted by daughter Brenda Ledbetter.)
Russell, Bettie #7999-January 9, 2019: My mother died just
shy of age 95. She and my dad (Joe Russell) joined Escapees in the
mid-80s. They were one of the first to buy into Jojoba Hills SKP CoOp before it was built in the late ‘80s. Sadly, Dad never got to see it
completed as he died in 1991. Mom continued her travels and lived
there for many years. She was also active in Chapter 5 and served as
treasurer in the mid-’90s. I took her in my motorhome to one of their
rallies in 2015 when I joined Escapees. It was her last RV adventure.
She taught many Escapees to knit hats for babies, and that process
continues today. She and Kay Peterson were good friends, even after
Bettie quit traveling in about 2005. She told me recently that her
seventh decade was the happiest of her life because of the friends
she had in Escapees! (Reported by son James Russell #123218.)
Seim, Beatrice Valsi #3980-July 28, 2018: (Mario Valsi, 2400 S
Congress Ave. Boynton Beach, FL 33426). Bea died in Boca Raton,
Florida. Maynard and Bea became full-time Escapees after Maynard
retired for the second time. They kept a map with their routes marked
on their refrigerator. Full-time RVing gave them a chance to volunteer
at many churches, schools and Habitat for Humanity. Maynard and
Bea were lifetime members of Escapees and helped build the Zolfo
Springs Campground where they lived until Maynard’s death in 1998.
Bea then moved to Boca Raton to be closer to me. Bea was active
in the First Presbyterian Church where she met and married Milo
(Mario) Valsi in 2013. Being a member of Escapees added a great
amount of joy and purpose to Maynard’s and Bea’s lives. (Submitted
by daughter Carol Holdren.)

We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however,
please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before
submitting a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine,
100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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GCI Outdoor RoadTrip Rocker™: Combining the comfort and
innovation of the Freestyle Rocker with the portable convenience
of a bag chair, the RoadTrip Rocker is a serious game
changer. The chair is a full-size rocker that easily folds
to fit inside a carry bag. It features patented Spring
Action Rocking Technology™ for smooth rocking while
you enjoy your time in the outdoors. Additional features
include padded armrests, a beverage holder and a
mesh backrest. $60. https://www.gcioutdoor.com/
camping-chairs/roadtrip-rocker

Farewell to our Escapees Friends

ESCAPEES

VENTOLATION footwear: Footwear collection with a patented,
innovative design. A removable insole system vents sand, water and
air through channels in the sole, keeping feet clean, cool and dry. Slip
resistant, quick-drying sandals and flip-flops for men and women as
well as sandals and espadrilles for boys and sandals and ballerina
flats for girls. Durable and lightweight and perfect for the beach,
boat, campsite or everyday wear. Underneath the removable insole,
anatomic columns and a center elevation force sand and dirt particles
or water to travel to the sides of the shoe. The perforated sole expels
water and sand with every step. The perforated insole can be removed
from the shoes for cleaning or to swap in a new color. In addition, the
perforation also delivers cooling airflow to the feet. Wearing VENTOLATION shoes is essentially like standing on air. The columns inside
the shoe are spaced apart resulting in less material underfoot and
rotary ventilation of air. Instead of sweating and suffocating, feet are
allowed to breathe comfortably. MSRP range of $29.99–39.99. Visit
https://ventolation.com for more information and ordering.

FINAL JOURNEYS

Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Club News (weekly updates on events and member benefits)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)

Association Specials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
Escapees Roadside Assistance
Tire Discount
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Product and service discounts
CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$399*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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