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Thoughts for the Road

“In 1970, when Joe and I began
full-time RVing, there were very
few doing it. Friends, family and
even strangers we met tried to
make us feel guilty for not staying
in the traditional lifestyle. We were
too young at age 43. We had no
right to roam around like carefree
gypsies when we still had children
to educate. We had good jobs,
and it made no sense to quit. They
warned us that our “traveling”
would be a financial disaster.

AN EXCERPT FROM ESCAPEES MAGAZINE
MARCH/APRIL 2006
ESCAPEES.COM/ABOUTUS

We went anyway. When we returned a year later with
pockets bulging with money and great stories to share,
their reasons turned into excuses about why it was easy
for us to do but impossible for them.
We all have a lot of miles on our life speedometer.
How many miles are left is an unknown. The nagging
question is, “If you don’t ever get to be a butterfly, is it
all right…or will you die feeling cheated?”
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We all wish we had more time. Yet, we let priceless
time slip by, wasted on things that are not important. In
the final analysis, it isn’t the amount of time; it is what
we do with the time that makes a difference. Some of
us prefer to live 365 days a year crammed with all the
experiences possible. Others are content to live the
same day 365 times. For the latter, it is okay to remain a
contented caterpillar.
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As for me, I’m glad
I got to be a butterfly.”

Co-founder
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“Happy New Year,
Escapees!”
As we bid goodbye to 2018, and
welcome in 2019, an annual RV
pilgrimage is under way, and
Escapees RV Club members from
coast-to-coast are headed to
Arizona for fun in the desert.
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Every year, thousands of RVers head to
Quartzsite, Arizona, for a grand party in the
desert with festivities and gatherings.
This year the after-party will move on
to Tucson, Arizona, in March for the 59th
Escapade. At this event, you’ll find a melting
pot of RVers, from beginners to well-seasoned
travelers, all gaining knowledge, enjoying
entertainment and participating in social
activities. Read about this event on pages
6–10, and make plans to spend March with
Escapees friends in Tucson.
In this issue, we’ve also included nearby
Tucson hot spots to visit during your stay.
And, as a little extra for all you foodies, get
the inside scoop on local must-try eateries to
get your grub on!
For those who are considering working
on the road, you’ll enjoy reading the new
“working on the road” series about other
RVers who have found that lovely balance
between work and play. Learn how you can
combine a job and the RV lifestyle.
If you’re new to RVing, we’ve included
another new series in this issue that covers
“what to take on the road.” With limited
space and critical RV weight concerns,
it’s important to know what you can take
along,and what is best to leave behind.
This issue will help you begin the new year
smarter and more efficient in your RV travels.
And I hope you fulfill your bucket-list dreams
with the magical adventures you deserve.
Happy New Year, Escapees!

ESCAPEES
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On the Cover
Emily Fagan #99408 took this tranquil photo
of her truck and trailer at dawn as the sun
was beginning to rise behind the Superstition
Mountains at Lost Dutchman State Park in
Apache Junction, Arizona. She says, “It’s a
gorgeous park with beautiful campsites and
wonderful hiking trails. The mountains light up in
vivid shades of gold every afternoon as the sun
sets. The park is on the east side of Phoenix,
about two hours north of Tucson.”
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Sonoran Hot Dogs
at El Guero Canel
PHOTO COURTESY OF
VISIT TUCSON

Receive the All-New International Camping Directory,
personalized 50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New and Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA
mobile app - featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new
utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America
campgrounds plus related RV news.
ALL-NEW FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates &
valuable info online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com Passport America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with
updates on new parks.
Plus, a friendly and professional staff who is always happy to
serve you!

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
I have enclosed check/money order in the amount of $ ___________.
Make payable to Passport America in U.S. Funds.

Code: GBSKP
$44

Reg.

$88

Reg.

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

$44

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4
Months FREE

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $23.00)

Plus 6

FREE
$109 Months
(You Save $45.00)

NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY!
Please add $5 shipping inside USA or $25 shipping outside the USA (U.S. Funds).
Mail to: Passport America, 5713 Hwy 85 North, Crestview, FL 32536
Or Call 1-800-681-6810 or Fax: 1-850-398-6159

www.passportamerica.com • 1.800.681.6810

Escapade

Tucson, AZ

JOIN ESCAPEES’ LARGEST GATHERING OF THE YEAR!
By DUANE AND JEAN MATHES #115955

Spring is fast approaching in Arizona, and
the Sonoran Desert will soon burst with
new life. There’s no better place to welcome
spring than with your Escapees friends in
Tucson, Arizona, at the 59th Escapade.

M

March 1 7 –22, 2019

Tucson, Arizona
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any of the Escapees community will gather at
the Pima County Fairgrounds for Escapees’
largest yearly gathering, and there’s still time
for you to join the fun. Tucson offers countless
visitor opportunities. From simply stargazing under the
beautiful desert sky, to hiking or touring historical sites
in and around Tucson, there is something fascinating for
one and all.

ESCAPEES
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Education

Escapade is known for outstanding education. Whether
you’re an RVing novice or have years of experience,
you are sure to find topics of interest at Escapade.
Educational classes are available throughout each
day to raise your knowledge level and confidence.
You’ll learn ways to stay safe on the road and manage
personal finance. You’ll get ideas for new places to visit,
attend sessions on refurbishing your RV, boondocking,
solar energy and technical seminars on the care and
maintenance of your RV. If you’d like to learn how to
make money while traveling, take better photos or stay
healthy on the road, it’s all covered at Escapade. There
are also updates on the latest club news and projects,
presented by Escapees RV Club national staff. Escapees
members love to share. In addition to the seminars being
presented, you’ll also gain knowledge through stories
and experiences shared by fellow Escapees.

Escapade Market

The Escapade market will be filled with knowledgeable
exhibitors excited to introduce you to the latest
products and services available to enhance your RVing
experience. You can also browse an assortment of RVs
displayed for sale, courtesy of RV Country.

Kidscapade

Children are welcome. Once again, Fulltime Families
offers Kidscapade. This popular children’s program,
designed especially for our future generation of RVers,
gives your kids and grandkids a chance to spend time
with their peers while enjoying fun projects and specially
planned learning opportunities. Kidscapade is offered
free of charge.

ESCAPEES

Meet and Greet

Get to know fellow Escapees. Escapade is the ideal time
to meet folks from local chapters and those who share
your interests and hobbies. Chapters and BoFs from
across the country will gather at The ROW, excited to
show you all they have to offer and ways to connect
throughout the year. Representatives from SKP Co-Ops
and Rainbow Parks will happily share details about their
parks, as well as interesting information about their
local areas. A full schedule of afternoon socials takes
place each day, hosted by chapters and BoFs. You’re
welcome to attend any you’d like. Spend time socializing
with other Escapees. First-time attendees are invited to
attend the First-timer Meet & Greet social on Monday
afternoon. It’s an ideal chance to visit with others who
are attending Escapade for the first time.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Escapade’s Hair-raising Chili Cook-off

Compete for the title of Chili Champ. Stew up a pot of
your best chili and join the fun at Escapade’s hair-raising
chili cook-off! Taste the chili entries and vote for your
favorite with a few bucks. Vote for one or vote for them
all. It’s all for fun and all proceeds
are donated to the Escapees CARE
Center. See official rules and check
out what you can win at www.
escapees.com/escapade. You’ll find
sign-up sheets at the CARE booth.

Volunteer
American Rogues

Opening night, celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with The American
Rogues. This American/Canadian Celtic band blends rock,
folk and classical elements into a rollicking performance
guaranteed to help you “get your Irish on!” Renowned for
their musical skill, quick wit, compelling storytelling and
engaging stage show, the American Rogues have mastered
the art of creating an immediate connection with audiences
who can’t stay in their seats. They are equally known for
their epic, multi-instrumental sound that crosses the musical landscape to include jigs, reels, hornpipes, ballads,
originals, covers, soundtracks, patriotic and military music,
Irish foot-stompers and more. The American Rogues promise
a show to be enjoyed by old and young alike.

Magazine

Redhead Express

ESCAPEES
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We’re excited to bring Redhead Express to the Escapade
stage. Redhead Express incorporates American folk, with
a little jazz, blues, rock and pop mixed in. Some refer to
their style as folk-pop, folk-rock or alternative country.
However, no matter what they sing, it’s uniquely their own.
You don’t want to miss their high-energy, family-friendly
show. Sponsored by Fantasy RV Tours.

Sign up for fun. Get ready for a night of entertainment
and fun brought to you by fellow Escapees at Escapade’s
Got Talent. Every year this talent show gets better and
better. If you’ve got talent, you, too, can be a part of the
show! Sign-up sheets will be available when you arrive.

Volunteer a few hours. Escapade relies on its generous
volunteers. Sign-up sheets will be available at the
Volunteer/Info booth. You’ll have the opportunity to help
out for a few hours by making popcorn and handing
it out, transporting attendees, serving as a greeter,
serving ice cream, helping with clean-up, etc. For only
three hours of your time, you’ll earn the 59th Escapade
volunteer pin and a chance to win the volunteer prize
drawing, sponsored by RV Solar Electric.
Sign-up sheets will also be available in the Escapade
office for potential staff positions for the 2020
Escapade. It’s never too late to start planning, so please
stop by the office, say hello and sign up to join our staff.

Calling all Photographers—Adults and Juniors

We’re excited to hold our second annual photo contest
once again at Escapade. This year’s theme will be
Celebrating the Southwest. Show off your photography
talent by submitting one or more of your best photos
that fit these categories: RV Community, Landscapes of
the Southwest and Southwest History.
Attendees age 18 and under can show off their skills,
too. Their categories include: RV Kids, National/State
Parks and Mystery photos.
Contest details are available online at www.escapees.
com/community/national-rally. All photos will be on
display at Escapade to admire and vote on.

SPONSORS
PERFORMANCE

TRAILER BRAKING
January/February 2019

www.RVAdvantage.com/Escapees

Escapade
Escapade Farewell Fiesta

Unwind from your busy week of Escapade and plan
to spend a fantastic final evening mingling with your
Escapees friends, dancing, singing or listening to the
local band, No Reply. Food vendors will be on hand, and
there’ll be fun for all ages as we cap off an exciting week
under the beautiful desert sky.

Discover Tucson

Everyone agrees, the biggest benefit of our amazing
lifestyle is the chance to experience this beautiful
country up close. Make time to discover Tucson. The
diversity of blending a modern city with its Old West
roots lends itself to exploration. If historical sites are
your passion, Tucson won’t disappoint. Enjoy a visit to
the nearby historic Native American sites and follow
the trail of early Spanish pioneers. Pima Air and Space
Museum, Titan Missile Site, Arizona-Sonoran Desert
Museum, Mission San Xavier del Bac all tell a story of
Tucson’s past. Natural desert and canyon areas beckon
hikers and bikers alike with miles of scenic trails. Take a
day-trip out of town and tour Biosphere II, the historic
copper mining town of Bisbee, or visit Tombstone or the
movie set of Old Tucson. Learn all about the treasure
trove of fascinating things to enjoy in the area by visiting
www.visittucson.org. (To learn more about the Tucson
area, check out pages 52–56 and 60–62.)
Early arrival and extended-stay camping options
are available when you register for Escapade, allowing
you extra time to explore on your own or as part of the
Escapees HOP.

Registration

Full-hookup and electric/water camping options are
limited, so get in on the fun and register now to reserve
your first choice. Dry-camping sites are almost unlimited,
and there is no better time or place to enjoy boondocking
in the desert than with hundreds of your RVing buddies. If
a fun and educational week spent with fellow RVers is on
your agenda, Escapade is the place to be. To register, visit
www.escapees.com/escapade or call 888-757-2582 to
reserve your site at the Pima County Fairgrounds today.

Escapees SmartWeigh
The SmartWeigh team will be on hand with the Escapees
SmartWeigh program. Have your RV professionally weighed to
make sure that you are operating safely and within legal limits.
Visit www.escapees.com/smartweigh for more information.
Visit the SmartWeigh booth near the market area to schedule
your personal weighing session.

January/February 2019
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Escapees RVers Boot Camp will take place March 14–16, 2019,
prior to Escapade. It’s a wonderful way to increase your RV
confidence to a whole new level and add three days of fun and
education to Escapade. For information and registration, visit
www.escapees.com/bootcamp.

Judy Barbernitz #120286, winner of the Rose Parade HOP, with Lisa Koca,
HOP director, at the 58th Escapade in Sedalia, Missouri.

ESCAPEES

Escapees RVers Boot Camp

Win a HOP at Escapade!

Escapade

Tombstone, Arizona

Post Tucson Escapade HOPs
After a busy week at Escapade, relax with
a HOP or two! HOPs are fun and exciting
events you can share with fellow Escapees.
Sit back and enjoy, and let us do the driving.

Magazine

Guns and Ammo HOP
March 22, 2019

ESCAPEES
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Let’s get together for a fun, friendly shooting competition! This HOP will give you the opportunity to practice
in safe gun-handling skills in a competitive, yet friendly,
environment. There will be two classes of competitions,
revolver and semi-auto. You may choose revolver,
semi-auto or both. A prize will be presented to the best
shooter in each of these two competitions.
Attendees must provide their own ammo, revolver
and/or semi-auto, plus eye and ear protection. You must
already know how to shoot and operate a weapon safely.
Please, no first-time shooters.
Prices: Revolver, $47 pp; semi-auto, $47 pp; both
revolver and semi-auto: $62 pp.
For further details on these and other HOP events,
visit Escapees.com/HOPs. To register, call 936-327-8873
or e-mail registration@escapees.com.

January/February 2019

Tucson and the Wild West HOP
Friday, March 22, 2019 • Price: $90 pp

PHOTO BY PETE GREGOIRE

Board a luxury coach with a local, knowledgeable tour
guide for this exciting HOP. Enjoy beautiful, scenic views
of the countryside, plus mountains and deserts, while
learning about the rich Western heritage of Tucson,
Tombstone and surrounding area. Here is a sampling of
what you’ll experience on this exciting HOP:
• Scenic drive through Tucson Mountain Park, a part of
the beautiful Sonoran Desert.
• Visit the Old Tucson Film Studios, a re-creation of an
old 1880s Western town built by Columbia Studios.
• Watch gunfights on the street and live shows in the
Grand Palace.
• Stroll through the Movie Museum and Native Village.
• Ride on the Old Tucson Train and take a guided
walking tour.
• Visit the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum where over
200 native mammals, reptiles, amphibians, insects
and birds call home.
• Experience the beautiful Mission San Xavier del Bac.
Built in the 1700s, and known as “The White Dove of
the Desert,” this Catholic mission is a national historic
landmark and is considered to be one of the finest
examples of Spanish Colonial architecture.

Day’s End

Free and Low-cost
Parking Finds
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383, www.daysenddirectory.com

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool to
help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from
fellow Escapees members. These parking
selections highlight boondocking options
for those traveling to the 59th Escapade in
Tucson, Arizona. Download the entire online
directory at: www.daysenddirectory.com.

Green Valley: Bog Springs CG (NF). 13 wooded no-HU sites. Tables,
fire pits. W at some sites. Vault toilets, trash service. $10, S/A Pass
1/2. 14-day limit. No reservations. I-19 x63 (Continental Rd/Madera
Canyon/Whitehouse Canyon Rd, paved, fairly straight), go E, follow
Madera Canyon signs 12.5 mi to CG. Last mi very steep. 25 miles S of
Tucson in Madera Canyon. Paved CG road and site pads, sites not level.
2 or 3 lg sites; others 22' limit. A few low tree branches. 5000' elev.
Minimal Verizon. Madera Canyon is a popular birding site especially
during spring and fall. Trailheads nearby (day use fee or annual pass).
tinyurl.com/z65dshu Chas Wilder #88717
Tucson: Dump stations and water with fill locations. 1) D and rinse
W. Free. At Giant Shell gas sta, 11 mi N of town on SR 77/Oracle Rd.
10505 N Oracle Rd, Oro Valley. D and rinse W. Free. Not an O/N
location. 2) At Giant Shell gas sta, NW corner of S Kolb Rd and E

Tucson: TTT Truck Stop, pkg lot. RV O/N OK. D ($5) and W (free) on
W end near propane tank. I-10 x268 (Craycroft Rd), N side. Park at
E end of complex next to restaurant car park. Truck pkg lot signed
“Only for professional drivers.” Excellent WiFi outside supplied by
TTT. Patricia Kerns #119457
Tucson: Desert Diamond Casino, pkg lot. Trash receptacles. 7-day limit
but can leave and return next day. OK to unhook from rig, per security. Register with security. S end of town, I-19 x95, go E on Valencia
Rd then S on Nogales Hwy 1 mi to Casino on R at 7350 S Nogales
Hwy, across from airport. SE quad of E Los Reales Rd and S Nogales
Hwy/I-19Bus. Entrance for RVs is at N32 6.9136 W110 57.6304, S
of the main entrance, then take 1st R into huge pkg lot by sign “RVs &
Trucks.” Check for promos, especially for past/present military. Hotel,
restaurant/buffet, night club. Ask for pool pass at hotel reg desk. Trucks
and aircraft noise. Nu and Dana Young #111687
Tucson: Desert Diamond Casino (Sahuarita), lg pkg lots. Free. If staying
more than one nite, get registration form from any security guard.
7-day limit but can leave and return next day. S from town to I-19
x80 (Pima Mine Rd), go 1000' E. N32 0.0795 W110 59.2903. 1100
W Pima Mine Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629. Park in lots on side nearest
I-19 (some noise). Well lit; ample pkg. Some slope but we were able
to level easily. Security drove by frequently. Good open WiFi in casino, accessible from some pkg spots. Check for Players Card promos.
Groceries, gas, PO etc at next exit to S. Jim Scharmota #123729
Tucson: Casino of the Sun, pkg lot. No stay limit, except not avail
during tribal holy days (e.g. Holy Week and Easter). Inside Pascua
Yaqui Indian Reservation boundary, 7406 S Camino de Oeste at

January/February 2019
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Green Valley: BD (State Trust Land). Free. 14-day limit, permit
required: tinyurl.com/qdzd9vr. I-19 x63 (Continental Rd/Madera
Canyon/Whitehouse Canyon Rd, paved), go 5.8 mi E (follow Madera
Canyon signs) to rd on R, go over cattle guard, several spots for any
size rig. Tim and Jan Johnson #37844

Valencia Rd. From I-10 x270 (Kolb Rd) go 2.5 mi N, TL on E Valencia
Rd, sta is on R. 6150 S Kolb Rd. Not an O/N location. 3) Also see
TTT Truck Stop and Pima County FG listings. Many RV parks and RV
service ctrs in area will let you use D and fill with W for a fee. Mark
Grossman #84854

ESCAPEES

ARIZONA

Tucson, AZ

PHOTO PROVIDED
BY COLOSSAL CAVE
MOUNTAIN PARK

Day’s End
W Los Reales Rd, SW quad. N32 07.012 W111 03.816. Security
advised to park by the casino’s lg lighted sign. 520-883-1700. Glenn
and Iris Scott #112739
Tucson: Pkg areas. No facilities. Free. No signs. I-10 x275 (Houghton
Rd), 1) go N, wide pkg area after short distance. 2) SW quad (go S, TR
into area). N32 3.592 W110 46.503. 1 mi further S is main entrance
to Pima County FG. Rick and Kathy Howe #74769
Tucson: Pima County FG. 400+ spaces. BD $20. 30-A E/W/S $25,
$125/wk. A few 50-A sites, may be higher. D/W $5 (free to campers).
W spigots. No stay limit; closed Mar—Aug. I-10 x275 (easy on/off). S
on Houghton Rd, then E (at lg sign) on Brekke Rd, S side. Lg, lighted
flat/lev gravel area with 20- and 50-A E/W, before main CG, E side of
entrance rd. Main CG: upon entering FG cont S 1/4 mi to RV park office
(front sites are for exhibitors, etc.). 32.04857N 110.78219W. Other
sm HU areas thruout FG; check their map. Evening noise depending
on events. Free WiFi some areas. Good AT&T and Verizon. Security on
site. 520-762-9100 (ask for RV park office). Shooting range; car race
track nearby. the-rvpark.com Jim Scharmota #123729
Tucson: Gilbert Ray CG (county). 130 sites with 30-A E. Tables. Dispersed W faucets. Rest rooms. D. Trash service. $20, exact cash or
check only. 7-day limit, can return after 7 days. No reservations. Go
W on Ajo Way from I-19 x99 or I-10 x263, 5 or 7 mi respectively,
TR on W Kinney Rd (at sign for Desert Museum), go 5.5 mi (passing
Old Tucson Studios), TL on W McCain Loop Rd (CG sign at turn), go
1/2 mi to CG. 32.22323 -111.14469. More directions: tinyurl.com/
k3aqzuy 13 mi W of Tucson. Paved interior rd, gravel sites, mostly
back-in. Plenty of empty sites in Jan. Registration bldg open Jan—Mar
(520-883-4200). Self-reg rest of yr. Good Verizon and AT&T. Near
Saguaro NP. Desert Museum has a great raptor show and a walk-in
hummingbird aviary. tinyurl.com/k3aqzuy Sue Wharton #41373
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Tucson: Catalina SP. Rest rooms, showers, potable W at D sta, trash
service. BD sites $15-20 (also E/W sites, higher fee), lower Apr—Oct.
All sites reservable; $5 fee. N of town, I-10 x255, go E then N 14
mi on SR 77. 11570 N Oracle Rd. 32.41777 -110.93044. Excellent
hiking. tinyurl.com/72pweuu Cliff Shisler #91958
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Tucson: BD (BLM), W of Tucson in Pima County, W of Saguaro NP.
No facilities. Free. 14-day limit. From I-10 x248, go 0.5 mi W on Ina
Rd, then 0.6 mi S on Wade Rd, then 6.5 mi SW on Picture Rocks Rd.
Turn S on Sandario Rd, go 2.5 mi, then W on Manville Rd to arched
entrance with cattle guard and sign “Ironwood Forest NM.” Cont
thru entrance; do not park at lg area immed on R or any other area
signed “No Motor Vehicles Allowed.” Cont 1/2 mi to lg open area on
R. Narrow, single-lane rd, somewhat rutted, 4WD might be advised.
Good Verizon. WARNING: Picture Rocks Rd has weight limit of 12,000
GVWR in NP; rigs over 12,000 GVWR use approach N of NP on W
Twin Peaks Rd (I-10 x244). Jim Nelson and Rene Agredano #103274
Tucson: BD area (State Trust Land). No facilities except old fire ring.
Free, permit required: tinyurl.com/qdzd9vr. No signs except “No
Dumping.” From I-10 x242, go 5 mi W on W Avra Valley Rd (paved),
TL on N Sandario Rd (paved), go 10.7 mi, TR on W Mile Wide Rd
(paved then gravel), go 3.3 mi (before rd makes sharp R turn), TR on
barely visible dirt rd (a little bumpy) that goes back into the brush.
32.2488 -111.275. OK for sm-med rig; lg rig unhook and look around.
WARNING: “Weight Limit 10,000 Lbs GVWR” on at least 1 rd leading
into area. Lg open, peaceful area. Brush helps reduce dust. Near Picture
Rocks. 6 mi back E on Mile Wide Rd (crossing Sandario) goes straight
into Saguaro NP. Gavin Seim #108481

Tucson: BD (BLM), Snyder Hill. No facilities. Free. 14-day limit (not
currently enforced). From I-19 x99, 7.5 mi W on Ajo Hwy (SR 86),
then TR (NW) on San Joaquin Rd, go 0.2 mi, TR into BLM area. N32
9.441 W111 7.04. There are several places you can turn into this
area; only one or two very level. The pipeline right-of-way is a good
corridor parallel to San Joaquin Rd; easiest to enter it from N corner
of area just below Old Ajo Hwy intersection. Any size rig. D/W ($15) at
Diamond J RV Park (520-883-3349), 2 mi further NW on San Joaquin
Rd. This sm patch of BLM with development is very nice! Desert trees;
picturesque rocky hillside. Library at Mission Rd and Ajo has WiFi.
Good cell service. Randy and Dianne King #126427
Tucson: BD (BLM), Old Ajo Hwy (1). No facilities. Free. 14-day limit.
BLM posts only says “No Dumping.” N side of Old Ajo Hwy, directly
across from Snyder Hill BLM location. A few rds inside, area bisected
by a significant wash; 4WD/high-clearance only thru wash. Some areas
along/near wash show signs of flooding, use caution during/after rain.
Access to N side of wash is E off San Joaquin Rd or on N side from W
Irvington Rd. Along Irvington is a power transmission line and lg areas
of cleared ground from underground cable, water and natural gas
lines. Easy for larger rigs. Interior best suited for sm rigs. Also access
via Camino Verde at E end. David McQuoid #90501
Tucson: BD (BLM), Old Ajo Hwy (2). No facilities. Free. 14-day limit.
No signs. From Ajo Hwy (SR 86), go N on Camino Verde (by fire sta),
TR (E) on Old Ajo Hwy. Entrance to area is a few hundred yards on
R. 32.16123 -111.10433. Less than 1 mi from Snyder Hill. David
McQuoid #90501
Tucson: Fred’s Arena Bar and Steakhouse. 30-A E and other HUs.
$20. May have BD. 18 mi SW of town on W Ajo Hwy/SR 86, TL (S)
on Sierrita Mtn Rd, go 1.5 mi, TL (E) on Ava Rd, go 0.8 mi, or follow
signs. 9650 S Avra Rd, 85736. 88FREDS or 520-883-7337. Fran
Smith #83749
Vail: Spotted Bull Eatery, huge pkg lot. No facilities. Free. Owners
welcome O/N. I-10 x279, go N, TR on frontage rd, follow sign to
restaurant. Easy turnaround. Truckers use. Restaurant open for breakfast. Great food. Jim and Alice LaPeer #109969
Vail: Colossal Cave Mountain Park. BD. W spigot. Vault
toilets. $5. 1-night limit (longer if not full). From I-10 x279
go 4 mi N thru Vail on Colossal Cave Rd, bear L on Pistol
Hill Rd, go 2 mi, TR on Old Spanish Rd, go 1.2 mi to park
entrance. N32 3.733 W110 38.281. Fork in rd to sites:
N32 3.495 W110 38.025. El Bosquecito sites (sm rigs):
N32 3.391 W110 38.002. La Sevilla sites (3 for lg rigs):
N32 3.490 W110 37.968. Rd to sites is broken asphalt;
one lane. Sites unlevel. Gates locked each night at 5p.
Nice cave tour ($13.50), museum. Rick Schafer #81691
Vail: Lg, level dirt/gravel pull-outs. I-10 x279, go S on Wentworth
Rd (paved). 0.1 mi, on R. 32 01.438 W110 43.326. 2 or 3, any size
rig. Turn-around space unless others are parked there. 0.2 mi from
exit, on R. N32 01.233 W110 43.407. Ground a bit soft; some mud
holes. Unshaded. Verizon 3 bars LTE. Elev 330'. Pat Holland #105215
Vail: Gravel picnic area. Tables. 12 mi S of I-10 x281, on W side of
SR 83 at MM 47. N31.8521 W110.69693. Room for 1 or 2 lg rigs.
Chas Wilder #88717

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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Set out for Full-Time
adventure with a
low-rate RV loan

Fixed APR* as low as

5.19%
$25,000+

Rates accurate as of 10/01/18. See website for current rates and terms.

New

•

Used

•

Refinance

No matter where the road takes you, an affordable RV loan from Essex Credit can make your trek more rewarding.
Whether you’re financing a new or used RV for full-time use, or refinancing an existing loan, our dedicated,
experienced consultants can help put you behind the wheel of your dream motorhome. And with our simple online
application, securing a loan couldn’t be easier. So visit our website or call 866-377-3948 today to take advantage
of the great outdoors, and our low, fixed APR.

Apply online at EssexCredit.com/escapees

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 4 year loan term; individual rate may vary based on loan amount and term. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit
approval. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. APR applied to the loan is the
APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2007 model year or newer. Maximum
loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score. Collateral value established using NADA wholesale
value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Other rates with different loan terms are available. See our website for current rates and terms for financing
full-timers. Example of a Full-Timer RV loan: A $65,000 loan for 4 years with an APR of 5.19% has 48 monthly payments of $1,502.50 each.
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

© 2018 Bank of the West. Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California.

-321 Essex Credit Ads_escapees_m2v1_template.indd 1

NMLS ID 19116
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Camping Kids

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

Making Healthy Choices

on the Road

Magazine

By MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees RV Club Vice President
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Camping Kids
With a new year comes new opportunity to make lifestyle changes that will
enhance your health and well-being. I’m a big fan of New Year’s resolutions and,
while I add and modify other goals throughout the year, this is the time I reflect
on what I’d like to accomplish or improve upon for the entire year. It’s also
important for me to set resolutions that I’d like to see my sons accomplish for
the year and help them achieve success. I thought it would be fun to share the
resolutions I’ve set in place for my family and tips to help us stay accountable.

Spend Time Outside

When you’re traveling in an RV and your backyard is ever-changing, it makes
it easy to want to get outside and enjoy your surroundings. For the most
part, you have the ability to follow good weather and decide where you
want to park your home. At destination stops, tap into the local resources
to find outdoor play areas for children or hiking trails that meet your family’s
endurance level. Some of our best memories are made from simply stepping
outside our door to go for a walk without a set destination.
Make it a priority to participate in an outdoor activity every day, whether
it’s to walk, hike, picnic or head to town to explore something new. You’ll be
happy you incorporated these changes once you realize the benefits that
fresh air and wide-open spaces can do for your mental and physical health.

Cook Healthy Meals

With the many hours my husband, Travis, and I work each week, it can put
a damper on our desire to create a home-cooked meal. Often, we will pack
the kids in the car and head to a restaurant. But, my goal for 2019 is to cook
more, and to also use cleaner, quality ingredients in my meals as well.
One of my favorite things to do is search for unique farmers’ markets. These
roadside markets are where you will find the healthiest fruits and vegetables
for your family. As an added bonus, you’ll also support local economies.
Another goal of mine is to allow my kids to become involved in the cooking
process, making the entire experience more enjoyable for them. The website
Pinterest.com can be your best friend when it comes to finding new and
healthy meals. Since this site is heavily photo-driven, it makes it easy for
kids to help select recipes they’re most interested in trying. Then, when
you’re ready to cook, let them offer a helping hand. I’ve noticed, my boys are
always willing to try and eat new or better dishes when it’s something they
took part in creating.

Quality Family Time

MELANIECARR@ESCAPEES.COM.

January/February 2019
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Your tips for RVing with children could appear in a future “Camping Kids”
column. Send your tips for organization, storage, safety, socialization or
other aspects of traveling with children to

ESCAPEES

Both previous resolutions help you spend more quality time with your
family. Enjoying the outdoors and cooking together will help create lasting
memories and promote a healthy lifestyle. In addition, I’d like to set higher
expectations for our daily routines. Too often, I’m exhausted from a full day
and will turn on a movie to keep my boys entertained. So, my goal for 2019
is to save some energy for my family; to come home and spend more quality
time together, perhaps finding a movie that everyone can enjoy. We might
make popcorn and snuggle on the couch together. Or, we might sit down for
a family dinner and talk about our thoughts and how our day has been.
The most important thing I can think of is to help our children accomplish
the goals we set as we lead by example. We are our children’s number-one
role model, and the choices we make, whether good or bad, will reflect on
them. I’m looking forward to a new year with my family, and I wish you and
your family a year full of good health and happy travels!

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES:
FEBRUARY 1–3, 2019
North Ranch
Congress, Arizona

MARCH 1–3, 2019
Loyd Park
Grand Prairie, Texas

MARCH 14–16, 2019
Escapade 2019
Tucson, Arizona

APRIL 26–28, 2019

SKP ACRE
Pine Mountain RV Resort
Pine Mountain, Georgia

AUGUST 20–22, 2019

The Mill Casino & RV Park
North Bend, Oregon

For more information, call

NOVEMBER 8–10, 2019

or to register for an event, visit

Rainbows End
Livingston, Texas

936-327-8873

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

Weight and Safety

The RVer’s
Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL
936-327-8873, OR VISIT
WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE.
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

Trailer Towing
By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers Boot Camp Instructor

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 240-291-8603

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights for
your RV, toad and tow vehicle, and it
will help you trim the pounds if needed.

SmartWeigh weighing is
available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/
smartweigh

January/February 2019
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T

he GVWR is the maximum weight the vehicle can carry, including
passengers, fuel, cargo and tongue weight. This rating is determined
by the manufacturer and cannot be changed.
The GCWR is the total weight the vehicle can carry and pull while
traveling down the road.
If these rating limits are exceeded, problems will arise.
The other weight limit of concern is the cargo carrying capacity of the
trailer. This is the amount of “stuff” that can be carried in the trailer. RVers
should be aware that any modifications to an RV will change the cargo
carrying capacity. One example is the installation of a satellite antenna. It
will reduce the number of belongings that can be carried in the RV.
An excellent way to determine exact weights is to have the entire unit
weighed at a SmartWeigh permanent weigh site or weigh stations available
at Escapade or SKP ACRE events. This will ensure that you are within the
approved weight limits of the RV manufacturer.

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available.
Call for information.

ESCAPEES

It is wonderful to see new RVers who are interested in buying their first RV.
When my wife, Lisa, and I work at RV shows for Escapees RV Club, there is one
question that is always asked: Can my vehicle pull this trailer? Most consumers
feel the need to purchase the biggest RV they can buy for their money, but it’s
important that they consider the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) and the
Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) of the pulling vehicle.

WEIGH IN!

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

12V vs 6V
Batteries

Q. I do a lot of dry-camping, and
I’m interested in switching to 6V
golf cart batteries because of the
increased amp hours over my group
24 deep-cycle batteries. I have a
battery box that currently holds
two 12V group 24 batteries and have
room to spare. Would two 6V golf
cart batteries wired in series give
me longer amp hours and the same
output and as the two 12 volters?

Magazine

Dave
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A. Yes, a pair of golf-cart batteries
wired in series can be used to
replace your current parallel-wired
12V batteries. Golf-cart batteries
are definitely superior to the typical
12V deep-cycle batteries because
they are much more robust and
handle the vibration and deep
discharges typical to RV use better
than the 12 volters. They also
offer a small increase in amp-hour
capacity. For instance: Trojan
T-105s are spec’d with an amp-hour
capacity of 225 AH, and a pair of
those will give you a total of 225
AH of usable capacity (in series, it’s
not additive). Group 27 batteries
approach that, with group
24s providing around
160–180 AH in pairs.
Yes, you’ll see a small
improvement in capacity.
When measuring your
battery box, be aware
that golf-cart batteries are
about the same footprint,
but are significantly taller,
like one-and-one-half to
two inches more than the
group 24s.

January/February 2019

PHANTOM
LOAD
Q. I purchased a used 24-foot travel trailer last year and installed a new

battery. On my first trip, the battery was dead by the time I arrived at my
destination. I used my generator and charged it. The next morning the battery
was dead again. When I hooked up my generator, it ran on high the whole time
I had it running. It charged the battery, but it is obvious that there’s some
phantom load making it run down. Is there a way to try to isolate where the
power is going? I have an A/C, water heater and miscellaneous lights.
Rick
A. Battery problems can be tough to isolate. First, we need to be sure
that your battery is not defective, and that it charges properly and holds a
charge. The easiest way to do this is to unplug the trailer from AC power,
disconnect the battery from the trailer and charge it
overnight using a standard automotive 12V charger.
Then, disconnect the charger and let the battery sit
unconnected for at least 24 hours. Using a digital
voltmeter, test the battery voltage. If it is 12.6
volts or higher, then the battery is probably okay. If
the voltage is below that range, then the battery is
not holding a charge and should be replaced. Once
you know the battery is good, the next step is to
try to find what is draining it. Reconnect the battery,
but don’t plug the RV into AC power. Go through the
RV and try to locate anything that might be drawing
power, including inverters, lights, appliances and 12V
accessories such as tank heaters, stereos and TVs. If
you are sure everything is off, monitor the battery voltage

Mark, My Words
with your meter for several hours. If
it is dropping below 12.5 or so, then
there still must be a load somewhere that you haven’t identified. At
this point, you may want to call in a
technician, or take the RV to a repair
facility. You can continue to troubleshoot it yourself, but you will need
to use an ammeter to determine the
load on the battery, and then isolate
each 12V circuit in the RV, one
by one, until you find the culprit.
That’s a bit beyond the scope of this
correspondence.
If you want to do it yourself, I
suggest you purchase a copy of
the book, RV Electrical Systems,
by Bill and Jan Moeller. This is an
excellent manual that will help you
to diagnose and repair RV 12V and
120V systems.

Power Converter
and Battery
Q. I have a 2015 Blue Ridge
3600RS and recently replaced
the battery. I returned from a
short trip where I was plugged
in to shore power for two days,
and now the battery is too weak
to lower my landing gear. What
could be the problem?
Pierce

Q. I have a 2005 Hitchhiker fifth-wheel, and I have recently had a couple of issues
arise, which may or may not be related. First, when connected to an electrical supply,
the electric devices show signs of a power fluctuation. When the lights are on, they will
go from bright to dim, and then back again. I can hear the electrical converter’s fan
cycling when this happens. The fan comes on and the lights dim. It goes off, and the
lights become bright again. I replaced the original converter in 2007, due to failure,
with a WFCO - 55 AMP Power Converter, Model WF-9855. The second problem may
be related. The refrigerator does not get sufficiently cold when in AC mode. With it set
to the coldest setting, the inside temperature is only about 40 degrees. The freezer
does not get cold enough to freeze. When using the propane mode, the situation is
about the same, but I wouldn’t expect the propane to cool as well as the AC mode.
The unit is the original one, a Dometic Model # RM 2862.

Gerald

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the large
volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will be edited.
Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark, My
Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
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A. I think you have two
unrelated problems. The
power fluctuations may be
a developing issue with the
converter, but I’m wondering
about the condition of your
house batteries. As batteries
age, they can develop internal
resistance that will force the
converter to work harder. This
can result in overheating the
converter, which causes it to
trip its internal temperature
protection, thus, the changing
brightness of the lights, etc.
If your batteries are old, that
may be the problem. If they are
standard flooded-cell batteries,
check the water levels.
The fact that your refrigerator cools the same on gas and electric eliminates the heat sources as
potential problems. Airflow is the next thing to check. Are the fridge vents
intact, and is there anything in the compartment behind the fridge that might
be blocking or reducing airflow? Does the door seal perfectly? Even a tiny
gap can cause cooling problems. If all that looks okay, then, given the age of
the fridge, you may be looking at a developing problem with the cooling unit.
Most folks don’t realize that operating an RV fridge in an off-level condition, even for a short time, can cause cumulative damage to the cooling
system, and the symptom is a loss of cooling efficiency. Other issues can kill
those cooling units, particularly corrosion, but corrosion generally results in
the loss of coolant and a complete cessation of any cooling effect. Age can
also be an issue. Most RV refrigerators seem to last 10 to 15 years, and your
unit is in that range. It may be time to look into buying a replacement cooling
unit. However, I suggest you have it evaluated by a refrigerator repairman, in
case it’s something simple that’s wrong, like a failing thermistor or a wonky
control board.
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A. It sounds like the converter
isn’t charging the batteries at
all. Anytime this happens after
a battery replacement, I tend
to suspect a disconnected or
improperly attached wire. When
you changed the battery and
hooked it back up, you may
have missed something. It’s time
for a visual inspection! If, by
chance, you hooked a wire up
wrong, the converter has one
or more fuses that protect it,
and they may have blown. You’ll
have to check that as well.

Electrical Problem

OSHKOSH
AIR SHOW HOP
July 21–28, 2019 Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Price Range: $510—$780

Magazine

Enjoy the greatest aviation celebration of historical, vintage, commercial and
military aircraft. If you are a history buff or an aircraft enthusiast, this HOP
is for you. With 10,000 aircraft from 80 countries and over 500,000 people
in attendance, this makes the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association)
AirVenture America’s ultimate air show. During this seven-day event, you can
participate in daytime and nighttime activities. Attend workshops, seminars
and demonstrations. And, when the planes are displayed on the runways,
you can see firsthand the craftsmanship of each aircraft. In the evening,
relax, watch movies under the stars or enjoy a fantastic fireworks show!
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Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RV’ers.

UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
MARDI GRAS HOP

GUNS AND AMMO HOP

MARCH 1–6, 2019

MARCH 22, 2019, Tucson, Arizona

New Orleans, Louisiana
Price Range: $1,565—$2,365

Price PP: Revolver: $47
Price PP: Semi-auto: $47
Price PP: Both revolver and semi-auto: $62

TUCSON AND
THE WILD WEST HOP

PANAMA CANAL
CRUISE HOP

MARCH 22, 2019

APRIL 10—21, 2019

Tucson, Arizona
Price PP: $90

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Price PP: $1,950—$2,609

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
ESCAPEES

FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

21

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

Magazine

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS

*EVENT PRICES ARE BASED ON ONE TO TWO RV OCCUPANTS ONLY.

MOAB OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE HOP

(HEAD OUT PROGRAM)
MAY 29–JUNE 3, 2019

Moab, Utah
Price Range: $695—$1,080

OSHKOSH AIR SHOW HOP

ALASKA CRUISE HOP

THE CARIBBEAN CRUISE HOP

JULY 21–28, 2019

AUGUST 4–11, 2019

OCTOBER 20–27, 2019

Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Price: $510—$780

Seattle, Washington
Price PP: $1,399–$2,139

Galveston, Texas
Price PP: $547–$877

Texas

South Dakota

Everyone needs a

Florida

Home base

With service in Texas, South Dakota or Florida, the top three states for
most RVers, Escapees Mail Service can help you establish domicile in
a place that meets your financial, medical and legal needs and receive
mail anywhere in the world.

Full-time RVers often face unique legal challenges based on their lifestyle. Regulations that are easily met if you
live at a fixed address can be major hurdles for someone who lives full-time in their RV. With over 35 years of
knowledge and experience, Escapees RV Club provides services to meet the unique needs of full-time RVers.

MAIL SERVICE
www.escapees.com/mail-service | 888-757-2582

Since 1985, Escapees mail-forwarding service has
been assisting full-time and part-time RVers with all
their mail forwarding needs. As a licensed commercial mail-receiving agent, Escapees provides the
largest, most economical service for RVers in the
nation. You will enjoy being greeted with friendly,
personal attention every time you call.

Tips

Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions
for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG-FEED.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

BEAD AND POLYMER CLAY RETREAT
Join the North Ranch Beading Group in Congress, Arizona, for their 14th annual
Bead and Polymer Clay Retreat happening March 24–29, 2019. You can learn
to weave and string beads into beautiful pieces of jewelry. Try your hand at
Kumihimo where rich, satiny cords woven into thick, soft chains hold clusters of
colorful beads around your neck—so luxurious.

In 2018 there were 23 campgrounds
in British Columbia who participated, with even more planning to
join in for 2019. That’s in British
Columbia alone, and there are nine
more provinces and three territories
with even more campgrounds from
which to choose.
It really doesn’t matter if
participants camp in a tent or
a big motorhome; it’s the time
spent together that counts.
So, mark your calendar for
May 21—26, 2019, and
be sure to attend Canada’s
Camping and RVing Week.
It may even become a
family tradition. For more
information, visit www.
campingrvbc.com/
camping-week.
Carol Ann Quibell #38554
January/February 2019
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A polymer clay fairy house project by Judee Nuechter #109958. PHOTO BY GERI MOORE #97375

Camping and RVing is so popular in
Canada, they have a yearly event to
celebrate it! Each year there are
many campgrounds that participate
in the Canadian RVing and Camping
Week, encouraging Canadians and
visitors to try RVing or camping. This
year will be the fifth year this fun
event will take place, with a variety
of activities and enjoyment for the
whole family. It will be a terrific time
to be in Canada and camp in one of the
participating campgrounds.

ESCAPEES

Or, you can make your own beads for your projects using a new craft called
polymer clay. Come ready to create original pieces of art.
Polymer clay takes your artistic talents on a stimulating trip kneading
clumps of clay and squishing them around until soft and pliable. You flatten
these portions of clay into workable pieces with a pasta machine or hand roller; then, form, cut, roll and mold them into creative shapes. Add oils, paints,
various powders and lots of imagination to the mix to create a stunning craft.
North Ranch polymer clay aficionados gather at the activities center on
Saturday morning to ply their craft. Anyone is invited to come and either
participate or watch the talented designers perform.
At these sessions, polymer clay buffs supply the ovens, thermometers
and tools. After creating a brilliant design, the polymer clay participants preserve their pieces by baking them in a toaster oven.
Visit the Polymer Clay Yahoo group at NR_Polymer_Clay_Group@
yahoogroups.com, or on Facebook at “North Ranch Polymer Clay
Adventures.” Check them out and join them online.
The polymer clay group will share their wares and invite
you to enjoy some of their “make-and-takes” at the Bead and
Polymer Clay Retreat at North Ranch on March 24–29, 2019.
Come and a be part of this craft.
Joanne Alexakis #19367

Canadian RVing and
Camping Week

Tips

Stop and Smell the Roses
RVing is always a fun experience. Often,
you’re going to new destinations or you
are headed to revisit familiar and enjoyable locals. There are two kinds of people
who travel by RV: those who travel for
the adventure of the trip and those who
can’t wait to get to the destination. I am
the latter.

I

f I have a destination planned, my brain tells me I need
to get there as quickly as possible. After RVing for four
years, I’ve had to train myself to stop and smell the
roses along the way. There are many reasons to take
frequent breaks on a long drive, and not all of them have
to do with the “Zen” of the adventure. Some will benefit
you physically.
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Avoid Highway Hypnosis
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While driving a long distance, have you ever suddenly
come to the realization you can’t recall the last 10 to 15
minutes of driving? You may have experienced highway
hypnosis. It happens when your brain goes into a sort of
meditative state. You are awake, aware and reactive, but
a large part of your brain is somewhere else.
Doctors agree that, when a person is experiencing
highway hypnosis, their brain function is slowed. This
means they won’t react to an emergency as quickly as
they would normally. Unfortunately, the drivers don’t
know they are experiencing this phenomenon until they
are jolted out of it by a bump or other sudden stimuli.
Sean Meehan, a University of Michigan kinesiology
professor, recommends stopping at least every 90
minutes or so to avoid highway hypnosis. If you have
a travel partner, it will help to switch out driving if you
want to get back on the road sooner.

Blood Flow

Sitting for long periods of time is not good for your body.
One reason for this is the decreased blood flow caused
from compressing the blood vessels where you sit. When
the blood vessels are compressed, the muscles around

that area do not get an adequate supply of blood. The
result can be tired, sore and fatigued muscles.
Some people have circulatory conditions that are
worsened by prolonged sitting such as varicose veins
in the legs. If you have this condition, you may already
know that it isn’t healthy to let the blood stay in that
location for a long time as clots can result. Aside from
wearing a compression stocking, pain and swelling from
this condition can generally be relieved by walking and
ensuring adequate blood flow. While taking long trips,
it is important to stop every hour to 90 minutes to walk
around for a few minutes.
My wife, Natalie, and I have found that stopping at
rest stops and walking around awhile is an excellent
energizer. Walking raises your heart rate and provides
necessary blood flow to all parts of your body.

Family and Pets

Aside from your needing a break from driving, fellow
family members and pets may need a break, too. Travel
can be difficult for pets. Spending an entire day riding in
a loud vibrating vehicle can fatigue pets as well as your
travel companions.
If you and your partner are both staring out the
windshield for hours on end, switching out the driving
may not be productive if you are both tired. Natalie and
I make it a point to a stop for about 20 to 30 minutes.
This gives our cats a chance to roam and eat and drink.
It also allows us time to exercise by walking the dog.

Enjoy the Scenery

I can’t have a list of reasons to stop without mentioning
that it’s the best way to take in the scenery. At times,
we have found ourselves traveling through an area that
is breathtaking, and it would be a shame to see those
locations at 60+ miles an hour. We have found that even
a rest stop can be scenic, and many times they are filled
with interesting historical information about the area,
and they have large parking spots for our rig.
It is true that, even if you are the type of person who
feels the destination is more important than the journey,
you can train yourself to respect the journey for what it
is—part of the adventure. And it might even benefit you
and your family’s health..
Levi Henley #125245

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Love to travel?

Whether it’s seeing new places, or returning
to favorites, a SkyMed membership gives you
the confidence to travel knowing you can get
home (to YOUR doctor or hospital of choice) in
case of critical illness or injury.

Learn more about why you should

NEVER TRAVEL WITHOUT US!

Call our office for presentation dates in your area.

®

No Copays • No Deductibles • No Claim Forms

800-679-2020 • www.skymed.com

Extended Stay
Destination Trailer
2019 CrossRoads HAMPTON 370FDL

Starting at

$45,900

zero rated True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$129,572

2019 Heartland Landmark 365 Newport

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

2019 DRV Full House toyhauler

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$155,416

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

SPECIALIZING IN HIGH END FIFTH WHEELS AND FULL TIME RV LIVING

Full Time
Camper

Visit us at

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3
Mobile Suites available up to 44 ft length

www.rvsforless.net

$144,385

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Elite Suites 40KSSB4
Elite Suites available up to 44 ft length

$97,842

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

2019 DRV Mobile Suites Aire

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$128,900

• Customer-Focused before and after the sale
• Service, parts and accessories for new and used units
• 1st-Timer Training, Full-Timer Experts
• Best Price in the industry on DRV and Heartland Landmark

to view New & Used Campers and
to see why we are the #1 USA dealer for DRV 2011-2017,
one of the first Heartland
Landmark dealers and a Top 5 USA
dealer for Heartland
Landmark 2005-2017.

Call us at 865-521-9112 or Toll Free at 877-228-6975
We Make Your Dreams Come True

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Texas
Driver
License

SOUTH DAKOTA
DOMICILE

I wish to express my thanks to David
Goldstein #126793 for his excellent
article, “Texas Driver’s License,” in
the November/December issue of
Escapees magazine. I run across too
many people who are ignorant of the
requirements for the class-A or -B
Exempt license in Texas. Many try
many ways to justify not obtaining
the special license.

In Rapid City, the license plates are handled in the treasurer’s office in the
city, and the driver license operations are administered at the DMV office
several miles away. When licensing your vehicle, if the title is less than 12
months old, you must show that sales tax was paid through a bill-of-sale.
Also, to license your RV, you must demonstrate the “unladen” vehicle
weight. (The unladen weight is the weight of any vehicle when it’s not carrying passengers, goods or other items, including fuel. It includes the body and
all parts normally used with the vehicle or trailer when it’s used on a road.)
This is different from the GVWR that you find in the manufacturer information. I (Tom) had to call Thor and ask them to e-mail this information to us.
If you forget your Social Security cards, a copy of your federal W-2 is sufficient. At the DMV, we were asked for passports, which we provided. The
DMV handled the voting registration and declaration of domicile paperwork.
Without exception, the clerks in Rapid City were friendly and helpful.
Tom and Cindy Creech #142182

My wife, Susan, and I have had
ours for years, and it is not difficult
to pass the test requirements. To
be frank, if you cannot pass the
two-part test, you need to hang up
your keys or find something smaller
to drive.
Ken Wilson #108682

MAIL SERVICE

We recently finished our domicile process in Rapid City, South Dakota. The
information on the Escapees website
was invaluable; however, there are a
few additional tips we would like to share from our experience.

Tom and Cindy, thank you for sharing your experience. As a reminder, these
are the easy steps of domicile. There are five more steps that you also need to
pursue in order to claim South Dakota as your home: establishing ties with local
banks, hiring local professionals, rewriting wills and powers of attorney under
South Dakota law, joining local clubs and utilizing a storage facility. To firmly
establish your domicile, you need to show proof that you truly intend to make
the state your home.
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K. Susie Adams, Loring and Associates, Attorney at Law
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REQUIREMENTS FOR UPGRADING YOUR

TEXAS
Driver License
By DAVID GOLDSTEIN #126793
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A
BOOMERS BOF EXPERIENCE
I want to give a shout-out to Jim and Gail McManus #106499,
our Boomers BOF hosts at the 2018 Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta. This was our first Boomers BOF experience and,
thanks to Jim and Gail, our positive experience exceeded our
expectations. They worked tirelessly to ensure that Boomers
who attended the Fiesta had the best possible experience. They made sure
that everyone who wanted to work in a crew was matched with a pilot. When
we weren’t busy crewing, they made sure we had every opportunity possible
to enjoy the friendship and camaraderie of other Boomers, many who met
each other for the first time. They also put together a 50/50 raffle and an
auction to benefit Escapees CARE. Together with wine sales, $5,180 was
raised for this very important cause. Thank you, Jim and Gail!
Bruce and Melissa Overbay #140873

Different Viewpoints

FULL-TIME RVING
WITH CANCER
My wife, Jill, and I had been full-time
RVing for seven years when I was
diagnosed with stage 4, non-smallcell lung cancer. The cancer was in
my lungs, liver, kidneys and brain.
Then and there, I decided cancer was
not going to rule my life. Jill agreed
that we would continue our full-time
RV lifestyle, and my oncologist
gave me advice on how it could be
accomplished.

Donald and Jill Jacques enjoying
the full-time RV lifestyle.
DONNYBOY41@GMAIL.COM

Protecting Nature
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO
PROTECT NATURE?
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Cathy, thank you for sharing your
idea with Escapees magazine. It’s an
excellent idea, and I encourage others
to send their story (approximately
200 words) along with photos. Your
submission may be included in a
future issue of Escapees magazine.
Submissions can be e-mailed to
editor@escapees.com, or mailed to
Escapees magazine, 100 Rainbow
Drive, Livingston, TX 77351. Payment
for submissions will be determined on
individual merit.

ESCAPEES

My husband, Ken, and I always
enjoy reading Escapees magazine.
It contains a lot of great tips and
shared stories. As I was reading “The
Message From the Board” column
in the November/December issue,
one comment caught my attention.
It reads, “We value nature and strive
to protect it.” I agree and would love
to hear more stories from Escapees
and Xscapers who actively protect
nature. I’ve heard a few stories, from
the simple rescue of a bird from
a fishing net, to volunteering at a
national park, to rehab vegitation. I
bet there are more stories, and I’d
like to read about them.
Cathy Garza #115967

After trying chemo, followed by two
new medications specifically for my
type of cancer, scans showed the
cancer in my brain, liver and kidneys
was gone, one of the tumors in my
chest had shrunk dramatically and
the other tumor had resolved, all
with minor side effects.
Three years after being diagnosed, we are still full-time RVing.
I have three oncologists I trust,
one on each coast and one in the
Southwest. Luckily, I have not
suffered the possible side-effects,
and transfer of records between
doctors has been seamless. My
drugs are prescribed one month at
a time, and the supplier calls me
about 10 days before I run out.
Wherever we are, we find a FedEx
office to have them shipped to. This
allows us to travel freely.
My personal method of helping
to fight the cancer, in addition to
my medical care, is to continue to
be physically active. This includes
walking one hour per day and light
weight training with low weights and
a lot of reps.
For me, full-time RVing has had
a positive effect on my living with
cancer. When someone asks me how
I am, my response is, “I am fantastic
and happy to be here.” I have a
spouse who is a rock. If I get down,
she brings me back up. We are a
great team and her support has
been crucial to my survival. I have a
sign on the wall of the RV that says,
“Today I broke my personal record
for consecutive days alive.”
Donald Jacques #100485

Different Viewpoints

SEWER
HOSE

“OH, NOOOOS!”
CONTINUED
An Unpleasant Greeting
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Coon Dog Cemetery
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Deep in the wilderness of Cherokee,
Alabama, you will find an unusual
cemetery. This cemetery is not for
people, it is for dogs. But, it’s not for
any dog, it is exclusively for “coon
dogs,” hunting dogs that are trained
to track raccoons.
To qualify for burial in this unique
cemetery, where more than 185
coon dogs have been laid to rest, it’s
been said that three requirements
must be met: The owner must claim
their pet is an authentic coon dog, a
witness must declare the deceased
is a coon dog and a member of
the Key Underwood Coon Dog
Memorial Graveyard, Inc. must be
allowed to view the coonhound and
declare it as such.
To read the story of how Coon
Dog Cemetary came to be in 1937,
visit www.coondogcemetery.com.
The cemetery is located at
4945 Coondog Cemetery Rd,
Cherokee, Alababa 35616 (520642-3763). Travel seven miles west
of Tuscumbia on U.S. Hwy 72, turn
left on Alabama Hwy 247 and travel
approximately 12 miles. Then, turn
right on Coon dog Cemetery Road
and follow the signs.
Ava Fluty #122671

After moving from Wyoming to Texas, I decided that, with the milder winters,
I would drain and blow out the plumbing system rather than go through a full
winterizing. I left the dump valves open and the cap off of the sewer connection. In late February, my wife, Pam, and I left for a trip to south Texas, putting
the motorhome back into service. While preparing for travel, I put the cap back
on the sewer connection but forgot about the two open dump valves. In route
from Ft. Worth, we used the kitchen and toilet and spent a night dry-camping.
Upon arrival in our RV park, with the park manager watching, I removed the
cap from the sewer connection to connect the sewer hose. With both dump
valves open, I was greeted by two days of black and gray water. Our greeting
from the park manager was almost as unpleasant!
Kirk Wood #60541

Hands-on Horror

About 18 years ago, my wife Linda and I were headed out to the Rockies and
stopped for one night at a campground in Amarillo, Texas. We hooked up all
of our utilities and had a good night.
The next morning, while preparing to depart, I pulled open the sewage
valve to empty our 3/4 full tank. Within a few seconds the sewer hose
popped off the top of the sewer pipe and fell to the ground. I had started
to walk away to do other things when I saw the problem at the connection.
After a moment of being dumb-founded, I moved swiftly back to the sewage
valve and closed it. However, the damage was done. An area about 10-feet
wide and about an inch and a half deep was covered in “stuff.”
I reported the issue to the park office and “Bob” was summoned to go to
our site to assess the situation. I arrived back at the site and explained to
Bob that I had no idea of why the hose popped off the pipe. He stated that
he knew why, then proceeded to walk to the pipe through the sewage in
normal work shoes (not boots) and reached down into the pipe with his bare
hand and pulled out a screen! It was screen similar to what is used on your
screen door. When I asked Bob why the screen was in the pipe, he stated it
was there to keep kids from putting rocks and soda cans down the pipe. Of
course, no one had told me about it.
But, the worst was yet to come. I asked Bob what I needed to do to assist
in the cleanup, he said he would take care of it. To our horror, he began
scooping up the sewage with his bare hands and dumping it down the sewer
pipe! As Bob was scooping, he said we could head out. Linda, beginning to
feel ill, said, “Let’s go!.” He was still scooping as we left.
Since then, I always look down the sewer pipe for obstructions before
attaching our hose.
Terry McKnight #77041

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Shopping for Insurance
is not like comparing apples to apples…

All apples are different

Last Leak You’ll
Ever Have, Last Roof
You’ll Ever Need!
100%

MAINTENANCE FREE
Mu
Carrltiple
iers

INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

The right Insurance begins

with your agent

Home • Autos
Motorhomes
Travel Trailers
Renters Insurance
Condominiums
Manuf. Hm

Personal Umbrella
Park Models
Mobile Homes
Rental Homes
In-home business
Boats

Snowmobiles
Motorcycles
ATVs
Medium Duty Trucks
5th Wheels
Personal Watercraft

www.gomillerInsurance.com
SW Willow Lane
1-800-622-6347 5805
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Looking for Work?
Looking to Hire?
Your personal resource center!
As working RVers
grow in number, there
is a growing demand
for jobs that suit their
mobile lifestyle.
To meet this need,
Escapees RV Club
has created an online
Job Board, a resource
connecting those in need of flexible
staff with remote workers.

JOB BOARD
POWERED BY

www.escapees.com/job-board

Before

10 YEARS to get this

• No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights
• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully finished seamless roof
After

3 DAYS to get this!

10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at
our location or yours

888-847-7010

Call For Franchising Opportunities

See Us At The Tampa RV Super Show
January 16–20, Booth A-105,

Booking Appointments
January & February

Nevada, Arizona, & Southern States

CARE

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

PHOTOS BY ANITA HICKMAN #41291

Escapees CARE Sites in High Demand

In the last issue of the Escapees magazine, we announced our plans to build eight new
sites at CARE. Yet, even as that issue was being printed, we received 11 additional applications from Escapees who want to give themselves “The Gift of CARE.” Due to increasing demand, we must construct 12 new sites, while also preparing to expand for future
growth. Although we have already raised funds for the eight sites, we must raise an additional 50 percent of those funds, while also seeking ways to finance our future expansion.

H

opefully, you can appreciate our challenge.
Escapees members have generously supported
CARE for many years, through donations,
auctions, fundraisers at rallies and bequeathing
portions of their estates. Many have sought to support the
vision of our cofounder, Kay Peterson #1, and others have
donated because they see the possibility that one day
they may need the assistance of CARE. Many Escapees
have donated in honor of friends they met on the road.
Of the 1.5 million charitable causes in the U.S., CARE
is the only charity to benefit Escapees members. And,
even though we’re currently at capacity, if you require
rest and rehabilitation after surgery, we will fit you in.
Your past donations have enabled Kay’s vision of
CARE to grow into the 42 sites currently occupied by
Escapees residents. Due to these new applications
increasing our waiting list to 14, we are facing construction costs that will put a strain on our capabilities. The
facility also supports Polk County, Texas, as the only
Adult Day Care to provide respite for caregivers. We
provide a critical service for Escapees and the local
community, due to the burden of Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia patients. We would greatly appreciate
your contribution to assist with our current situation.
Another way we honor Kay’s vision is by holding the
annual CARE Health Fair that she began in 1994. We will
celebrate the 25th year of the fair, in 2019. This largest
health fair in East Texas is traditionally held during the
last week of March to accommodate RVing snowbirds
heading north. This event focuses on creating awareness
of preventive medical education. Medical screening, and
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other medical services, such as blood draws, with full lab
results, for less than $90, is offered.
The fair also includes a vendor day, with many representatives from local health-related services available
to answer questions, provide literature and hand out
giveaways. Funds gained from the fair also help us pay
for capital improvements, such as the construction of
additional RV sites. The health fair includes auctions,
delicious food and entertainment.
To learn more about the CARE Center and the annual
CARE Health Fair, stop in or visit escapeescare.org.
Russ Johnson #96114, Escapees CARE Executive Director

Stakes mark new sites for CARE expansion.

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our
center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours a week for four weeks
driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.paypal.
com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or through
a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees CARE. For further
details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com or visit
www.escapeescare.org |

Never Stop The ADVENTURE
Access to Thousands of

FOR

JOBS FREE

at Workamper.com

800-446-5627

info@workamper.com
Workamper.com

The original AGM manufacturers for the Marine and RV industry
COVER TO
CONTAINER
SEAL

SEALED, PRESURE
RELIEF SAFETY
VALVES

LIFTING HANDLES

COPPER ALLOY
TERMINALS

INTERCELL
CONNECTIONS
THICK PLATES
AND HIGH
DENSITY OXIDE
PASTE MATERIAL
ABSORBENT
GLASS MAT (AGM)
SEPARATOR
POLYETHYLENE
ENVELOPE

REINFORCED COPOLYMER
POLYPROPYLENE CONTAINER
AND COVER

Lifeline, a pioneer in AGM technology, was
developed in 1985 for military aircraft.
Lifeline’s series of maintenance free deep
cycle batteries has been the leading AGM
battery in the Marine and Motor Coach
industry for the past 15 years. To learn
more about Lifeline Batteries, contact us
or visit LifelineBatteries.com
LIFELINE BATTERIES, INC.
292 E. Arrow Hwy
San Dimas, CA 91773
800-527-3224
www.lifelinebatteries.com

From the Bookshelf

Scooters, Finances
and Furry Friends
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

This issue’s selections range from the history of the Vespa, a classic scooter,
another book by Jerry Minchey on RV traveling on a budget and a charming book
about animals.
THE LIFE—VESPA
ERIC DREGNI • MOTORBOOKS 2018 • ISBN: 978-0760360439
HARDCOVER: $8 • KINDLE: $14.99

Magazine

With the recent announcement of a batterypowered model, the Vespa is staying current with
modern times. However, it still has an elegant and
timeless appeal. Corrandino D’Ascanio was the
inventor of the Vespa and a philosopher of good
design in scooters. He believed that the scooter
must be lightweight, easy to drive, easy to mount
and dismount and designed to keep the driver clean
and safe. The scooter has circled the globe, being
used by millions of Vespa fans.
This book is filled with interesting historical facts and many photos of
Vespa riders, from nuns and clergy to famous movie stars. The Vespa has
starred in many movies, such as Roman Holiday with Audrey Hepburn, and
Pope John Paul II even honored the Vespa with a papal blessing.
Since many RVers use bicycles or scooters for short trips, perhaps buying
a Vespa will include you in this famous club of riders, as you scoot into town
for a latte or to buy a few groceries.
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SECRETS OF RVING ON A DIME AND A DREAM:
FRUGAL RVING ON $1,000 A MONTH OR LESS
JERRY MINCHEY • STONY RIVER MEDIA 2018
ISBN: 978-1947020061 • PAPERBACK: $13.95 • KINDLE: $3.95

Jerry Minchey is a fount of information about RVing.
Starting out as a complete novice with a desire to
know more, he researched and sat around a lot
of campfires learning from his fellow RVers. After
writing over 10 books about RVing, he realized that
one question comes up repeatedly: How do I do this
on a tight budget?
Jerry provides the answers based on his own
experiences and those of his fellow RVers. Some
RVers even manage to add to their savings by
working on the road or work-camping for free parking. Although Jerry and his
friends are avid enthusiasts of RVing, Jerry points out the brutally honest pros
and cons of the lifestyle, helping you figure out if the lifestyle is for you. Like all
of Jerry’s other books, this one has a lot of information and links to resources.
January/February 2019

ADVENTURES IN AN RV—A DOG’S
TALE TOLD BY ROCKET, THE GOLDEN
RETRIEVER
WRITTEN BY SUSAN WILLIAMS INDEPENDENTLY PUBLISHED
2018 • ISBN: 978-1980284802
PAPERBACK: $19.99 • KINDLE: $3.99

Wouldn’t it be fun to receive a
postcard on the road from Rocket,
the smiling golden retriever, along
with his sidekick, Cassie, the stoic,
three-legged cat? Well, here’s your
chance! This is a delightful book
about the world of RVing through
the eyes of Rocket. Traveling in an
RV with their “parents” provides
Rocket and Cassie with many things
to consider and learn about during
their travels. They see the world
through innocent eyes, and this
funny book is great to share with
young children. You’d enjoy them,
too, and might even learn some
tricks about RVing and traveling with
fur buddies.

The highest level of
roadside assistance
for RVers at $99/year.

Premium RV roadside assistance and benefits
Escapees RV Club is proud to bring you Escapees
Roadside Assistance. This program, powered
by SafeRide Motor Club, offers the highest
level of roadside assistance for RVers at an
affordable price: only $99/year!

Towing • 24/7 Tech Assistance
Mobile Mechanic • Jump-starts
Unlimited Service Calls
Mobile Tire Assistance and more!

For more information, call 877-803-3075.

www.escapees.com/roadsideassistance

Viewfinder

NATURE’S HEARTS

A maple leaf by a stream in
the fall, in New Hampshire.
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BY SUSAN WARREN #144948

A tree in the Blue Ridge Mountains in Georgia.
BY CAROL HAINES #60451
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“Luna won our hearts with her heart.” —Regis

A heart-shaped cactus on a hiking trail in Guadalupe Mountains National Park, in Salt Flat, Texas.

BY REGIS HAMPTON #95788

BY JASON MIDGLEY #137522
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Viewfinder
A tree in the ancient bristlecone pine forest in the White
Mountains, east of Owens Valley, near Bishop, California.
BY KIM MARTINDALE #70710

An upside-down heart in Antelope Slot Canyon, in Page, Arizona.
BY MABELLE LERNOUD #83879

The Alabama Hills rock formations near the eastern slope of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains, west of Lone Pine, California.
BY KIM MARTINDALE #70710
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BY SALLY KERCHNER #140024

SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer, even if
you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
MJ19 (Due Jan 10) RV Custom Paint: Many RVers customize their RVs to
make them uniquely their own. Show us a special paint job you’ve seen.

SO19 (Due May 10) Unexpected Surprise

JA19 (Due Nov 10) Strange Places: RVing travels take us to strange and
facinating places. Show us a photo of the strangest place you’ve been.

JF20 (Due March 10) RV Office View

ND19 (Due July 10) Reading Escapees Magazine

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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“I collect heart rocks on our travels. The purple rock is my
favorite. It comes from Pilar Campground in the Del Norte
national forest near Taos, New Mexico. I love the way the
mineral deposits made a heart inside the rock!” —Sally

SKP Stops

PIMA AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM
Tucson, Arizona

Magazine

6000 E. Valencia Road, Tucson, AZ 85706 • www.pimaair.org • 520-574-0462
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Winter in the Arizona desert is the perfect time to take a
stroll in the land of the giants at the Pima Air and Space
Museum. Several gigantic aircraft, B-36, B-52, C-133,
C-124 and the NASA Super Guppy, are parked at the back
of the museum’s outdoor display area. Walking beneath the
wings of these huge machines is a unique experience.

T

he museum has over three hundred aircraft and
missiles in its collection. Planes from various
countries, both allies and enemies, are on display.
Planes and helicopters operated by the U.S.
Army, Navy and Marine Corps can also be found at
the museum; however, where the Pima Air and Space
Museum especially excels is in its collection of US Air
Force planes.

January/February 2019

Opening in May of 1976, the museum drew most of
its early collection from planes stored next door at the
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (AFB). The adjoining AFB
is the home of the world’s largest “aircraft boneyard.”
It contains carefully mummified aircraft ready to be
restored to service or broken down for spare parts.
A few of the boneyard’s aircraft were donated to the
museum rather than being scrapped and recycled. These
donated planes formed the basis of the early collection.
Recently, the museum has acquired many types of
aircraft from different sources. Four large hangars have
been constructed to augment the original outdoor
display area. You enter the museum through Hangar
One, where you’ll find a large and diverse collection of
aircraft. This area contains planes ranging in size from

SKP Stops

B-17 Flying Fortress
PHOTO BY SHARON PEARSON #81995
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ride through the outdoor display area is available for
an additional six-dollar charge. In Hangar One, there is
a gift shop and a grill that serves a surprisingly good
lunch. Plenty of well-maintained rest rooms are available
throughout the facility.
The museum is about 42 miles from the Saguaro
SKP Co-Op Escapees park in Benson, Arizona. It’s an
easy drive along I-10. It’s a three-hour drive from North
Ranch Escapees Rainbow Park in Congress, Arizona, and
approximately an eight-hour drive from Quartzsite.
There is parking for RVs at the museum, but no overnight dry-camping is allowed. The facility is open 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., seven days a week. General admission
is $16.50, and is $13.75 for those over 65.
Richard Pearson #81995

ESCAPEES

the huge Martin Mariner flying boat to the Starr Bumble
Bee, the world’s smallest biplane. Also on display are
aircraft designs ranging from the Wright Flyer, the first
practical airplane, to extremely advanced jets like the
SR-71 Blackbird. Hangar 3 and 4 contains the museum’s
excellent collection of World War II aircraft. Almost all
the U.S. WWII bombers and transports are represented
along with many of the fighters from that era. The
390th Memorial Museum, a separate building, houses a
meticulously restored B-17.
You are free to wander through the display areas
at your own pace and photograph anything in the
collection. You can ask friendly docents for additional
information or take docent-guided walking tours
available at no additional charge. A docent-guided tram
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RED MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
Birmingham, Alabama

2011 Frankfurt Dr, Birmingham, AL 35211
gastateparks.org/RedTopMountain • 770-975-4226

Birmingham’s Red Mountain Park has it all—history, hiking
and adventure. On my visit, I met with Katie Bradford,
Director of Community and Public Relations, and she gave
me a tour and told me about the park.
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atie first explains the history of the mountain
and how visitors of the past noticed a fine, red,
powdery dust that stained anything that encountered it. The dust was the residue of hematite, a
type of iron ore.
During the two decades prior to the Civil War,
European settlers recognized the economic potential of
Red Mountain ore. As war became imminent, speculators bought large tracts of land to supply iron for making
armaments and meeting other needs of the Confederate
army. Frank Gilmer and John T. Milner founded Oxmoor
Furnaces and opened Red Mountain’s first commercial
ore mine, Eureka 1, in late 1863. The mine is in the park.
In addition to iron ore, the area was rich in limestone
and coal. When Birmingham was established in 1871, its
founders envisioned it as the first industrial city and the
hope of the New South.
“Our iron was used in the Hoover Dam, Panama Canal and
downtown Birmingham,” Katie says, “Mines built this city.”
Changes in manufacturing, plus difficulty in accessing
ore seams and increased foreign imports, contributed
to the decline of what had been Birmingham’s lifeblood
ever since its founding. The last active ore mine on Red
Mountain Park property closed in 1962.

January/February 2019

The Vulcan Materials Zip Trip.
PHOTO COURTESY OF RED MOUNTAIN PARK

“It closed overnight,” Katie says. “The land has been
untouched for almost 50 years.”
In 2007, U.S. Steel made one of the largest corporate
land donations in the nation’s history, selling more than
1,200 acres at a tremendously discounted price to the
Red Mountain Park and Recreational Area Commission.
That transaction made possible the creation of Red
Mountain Park, the opening of which makes Birmingham
one of the greenest cities in America in terms of public
park space per resident.
“We’re 40 percent larger than Central Park,” Katie
says. “Eleven thousand visitors come through the park
every month.”
In addition to its 15 miles of trails and amazing
beauty, the park is home to Remy’s Dog Park. With more
than six acres, it is the largest dog park in Alabama. The
park is divided into three sections: large dogs, small
dogs and special-needs dogs.
The park now has team-building adventures for
groups that include seven zip lines, a sky bridge and
treetop rope and cable obstacles.
“We have several outdoor classrooms. Courses include
biology, geology, natural history and history. We have
three outdoor classrooms and a sensory trail,” she says
as we travel along well-maintained walking paths. “We
also offer hoga—hiking combined with yoga!”
Off-road wheelchairs called the Nomads are available
at no cost. The park is free, but there is a donation box.
Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor
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WINTER GARDEN

Winter Garden, Florida
300 West Plant St., Winter Garden FL 34787
www.cwgdn.com/visitor

Approximately 17 miles from the traffic congestion and
commercialism of Orlando, Florida, Winter Garden offers a
respite of casual restaurants, quaint shops and year-round
lush gardens.

L

• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on location and
the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Short stories of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Submissions that
are illegible, inappropriate or considered advertisements may be excluded. Due to limited space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: Photos are included on a space-available basis. Include the name
of anyone in the photo and name of the photographer.

“Winter Garden is more than
friendly people and a vibrant
kaleidoscope of flowers.”
An arched clock tower welcomes browsers to visit
charming stores, embrace nature as they rest beside
flowing fountains and stroll through a sanctuary of parks
for a leisurely picnic.
Winter Garden is more than friendly people and a
vibrant kaleidoscope of flowers. A Heritage Museum
and a Railroad Museum join a theater, art center and
a Saturday farmers’ market with the charm of a small
town. For the outdoors enthusiast, Winter Garden invites
casual walkers, window shoppers, dog walkers, joggers,
bicyclists and enthusiastic runners.
Carol Weishampel #80679, grandmas_onthego@yahoo.com

Guidelines and Helpful Hints

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Photos must be high resolution.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351, or to editor@escapees.com.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOADING ONLINE AT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/MAGAZINE-GUIDELINES.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF WINTER GARDEN
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ocated on the path of a former rail line, Winter
Garden is central to the west end of the 22-mile
West Orange Trail and is the southern terminus of
the 42-mile Green Mountain Byway. The downtown
historic district was once the 1886 terminus of a small
farmers’ train station. A second station was built in 1897
with parallel tracks for shipping citrus and farm produce.
Small, wooden stores opened along the tracks. A series
of hard freezes killed the citrus industry, and the town
declined until the opening of the West Orange Trail in
1994. The Plant Street tracks were removed, which
enabled the town to beautify its downtown area with
parallel streets divided by esplanades planted with a
myriad of flowering plants and shady trees.

Plant Street Market in downtown Winter Garden, Florida.

RV Gadget Box

Micro-Blaze
Septic Tank Treatment
Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

I’m going to step out on that proverbial limb and talk about a controversial
subject: holding tank treatments. It seems that everyone has a favorite toilet
chemical. They are also certain that the inferior substitute you are using is
nowhere near as cheap, effective, safe or easy to use as their favorite. Okay, I’m
joking—a little. If you ever want to start a lively discussion around a campfire,
ask what your neighbors are using for their toilet!

Magazine
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hen I was approached by, Lawrence Heyman, Micro-Blaze’s
independent manufacturer representative, about the use of
Micro-Blaze Septic RV Tank Treatment, I was somewhat skeptical.
I received several samples and asked a few fellow Escapees to
give it a test. It only takes about one ounce per tank to be effective, so it is
quite economical. This product is a tailored bacterial treatment that
aggressively targets grease, oils and solids, so it’s effective in
both black tanks and grey tanks.
After several months, the test users reported excellent
odor control, and some also claimed that the product
cleaned up their tank sensors and got them working
again. That is simply amazing in my experience! (My RV
has external tank sensors that aren’t affected by tank
gunk, so this is why I solicited others to test the product.)
According to the manufacturer, the all-natural microbes
attach to any solid in the tank and eat it away until it’s
gone. Over a short period, this removes the deposits that
keep the tank sensors from working.
I was so impressed with this product that I suggested
the club order the Micro-Blaze septic tank product for
treating in-ground septic systems. We are currently
testing it at Rainbow’s End.
Using the promotion code ESCAPEES, we’ve worked
a deal with Lawrence Heyman to allow Escapees RV Club
members to receive a discount, free shipping and RVspecific product instructions when ordering the product
through him. Simply call or text Lawrence at 713-7269288, or e-mail Lheyman1@sbcglobal.net. Remember to
use the discount code: ESCAPEES

“After several
months, the test
users reported
excellent odor
control, and some
also claimed that
using the product
cleaned up their
tank sensors
and got them
working again.”
MICRO-BLAZE SEPTIC
LAWRENCE HEYMAN—
INDEPENDENT MANUFACTURER REP

Verde Environmental, Inc.
9223 Eastex Freeway
Houston, Texas 77093
713-726-9288
Lheyman1@sbcglobal.net
PRODUCT PRICING:
(DISCOUNT, TAX AND SHIPPING INCLUDED)
(2) 32 OZ. MEASURING BOTTLES: $39.97
1 GALLON REFILL: $52.60
DISCOUNT CODE: ESCAPEES

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.
A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS
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FIND TERMS, CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT GADGETBOX.ESCAPEES.COM.
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“You’ll need
at least one
potable
water hose.
That’s a
hose that
is designed
for drinking
water…”

le

te
wa

attach the appropriate replacement hose ends
and you’re good to go. When you are close to
a water spigot, use the short hose, or connect
both together for those long hauls.

New RVs sometimes come with a
short list of support equipment,
such as one sewer hose and one
water hose, but often it comes
with nothing at all. Here’s what I
suggest you consider carrying:

Fresh Water

Potable water hose: You’ll need at least
one potable water hose. That’s a hose that is
designed for drinking water, so it won’t make
your water taste like plastic. These hoses are
typically white with a blue stripe. It’s nice to
have several lengths to accommodate different
situations, and rather than buying extra hoses,
I like to purchase a 50-footer and a couple of
replacement hose ends, one male and one
female. Measure off 15 feet and cut the hose.
Now you have a short and a long hose. Simply

Water pressure regulator: To protect your
new hoses, pick up an RV water pressure regulator. It simply screws onto the faucet, and
then you connect your hose to it. Most RVs
are designed to operate on water pressures
under 60 PSI. City water sources can exceed
100 PSI, so it’s best to always use a regulator
to protect the plumbing in your RV.
Nonpotable water hose: We also need one
nonpotable water hose. If you want to rinse
out your sewer hose after dumping, flush
your holding tanks or wash your RV, please
don’t use your drinking water hose for such
purposes. Ick! I suggest carrying an inexpensive green garden hose for those tasks. A
25-footer is usually long enough.
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Waste Water

Camco
Rhinoflex
hose

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
CAMPINGWORLD.COM
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Sewer hose: Now that we have our fresh water supplies, let’s talk about
waste water. You’ll need some RV sewer hose to allow you to dump your
holding tanks at a dump station or connect to park sewer hookups. It’s
best to have two or three sections of sewer hose and a few fittings that
will allow you to connect them all together if you need to reach a distant
sewer drain.
I used to buy cheap hoses and replace them every couple of years until
I switched to Camco Rhinoflex hoses. The Camco hoses are well-built and
long-lived—mine are still in excellent shape after more than
five years of use! The hoses are designed to connect
to each other, so no extra fittings are needed.
They don’t have springs in them; the hose is
made of telescoping PVC plastic, and they
collapse to a short length for storage. They’re
more expensive, but definitely a superior
product. I carry three 15-footers and will
never go back to the old stinky slinky!
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30-amp extension cord
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p male to 50-amp female
PHOTOS COURTESY OF
CAMPINGWORLD.COM

Electrical

Power cords: All RVs come
with an electrical hookup cord.
Some are longer than others, but
they are almost never long enough,
so you will need an extension cord. I suggest
you carry at least one 25-foot RV power
cord extension sized to match your RVs
power cord. If your RV has a 30-amp cord,
buy a 30-amp extension. If you have a
50-amp RV, buy a 50-amp extension. This
will get you by in most RV park situations.
If you occasionally park at fairgrounds,
rallies or in a friend’s driveway, it helps to
have additional options. In addition to my
25-foot 30-amp extension cord, I also carry
a 100-foot 12-gauge extension cord for
those really long runs, and a couple short,
light-duty extension cords for general use
around the RV.
AC power adapters: In addition to the
cords, you’ll need a selection of AC power
adapters. These devices will allow you to
adapt your RV to whatever power receptacle
or hookup you might encounter. Let’s say
you have a 50-A RV. If you are in a park that
doesn’t have any 50-A service available,
you can use a 30-A to 50-A adapter to
hook up. The adapter plugs into the
30-A receptacle on the pedestal and
your 50-A power cord plugs into the
adapter—simple!
These adapters come in a variety
of sizes and configurations and are fairly

inexpensive. You can even nest them in
series and go from 50-A to 30-A to 15-A
if you absolutely must. My rig is 30-A, so I
carry a 50-A male to 30-A female adapter,
and a 15-A male to 30-A female adapter.
For a 50-amp rig, you’ll need a 30-A male
to 50-A female adapter, and a 15-A male to
30-A female adapter. Be aware, that when
you are using an adapter, it significantly
reduces the amount of current you can draw,
so you won’t be able to run everything in the
RV at the same time. However, a little power
is often better than none at all.
With these accessories onboard, you can
feel confident that you’ll be able to handle
most of the hookups and parking situations
you’ll encounter as you travel. If you have a
personal favorite accessory or gadget that
I failed to mention, please drop me a line at
techquestions@escapees.com and tell me
about it. I’ll publish readers’ suggestions in
future columns.
Coming up in the next issue, we’ll talk
about selecting tools to take along for those
inevitable fix-it projects.

“…you can feel
confident
that you’ll
be able
to handle
most of the
hookups and
parking
situations
you’ll
encounter
as you
travel.”

In 1997, MARK NEMETH quit his job, sold his
house, bought an RV and joined Escapees. He
has contributed to Escapees magazine and
served as and technical advisor for 18 years.
He still maintains an RVer’s resource website,
with technical articles, tips and information at
www.marxrv.com.
January/February 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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on   the

Veronica, Denny and their cat,
Mango, relax outside their RV.

ROAD

PHOTO BY VERONICA IBAÑES

Denny Winkowski and Veronica Ibañes
Sharing one small space and

Managing Dual
Careers
By RENE AGREDANO #103274

Most full-time RVing couples don’t hit the road until their working days
are over. Only then do they figure out if they can get along in a small
space. But, Denny Winkowski and Veronica Ibañes #124732 aren’t like
most couples, and they didn’t want to wait decades to find out if RV
life was for them. Quitting their jobs, freelancing or entrepreneurship
weren’t ideal options, so instead they crafted a nomadic life around
their existing careers. Five years and tens of thousands of miles later,
they know without a doubt that they made the right move.
44
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s a tech industry sales executive
from Detroit, Denny (age 44) was
a remote employee long before
Veronica (age 39) ever introduced
the idea of full-time RVing. He enjoyed
working at home for his company and had an
established track record with management.
Every day, he and Veronica parted ways
when she had to leave their Raleigh, North
Carolina, townhome to jump into her long,
hectic job commute.
Drive time gave her a lot to think about,
like how much she wanted to work from
home and travel in a new RV. “Seeing
him home all day inspired me to ask my
employer,” Veronica recalls. She knew
of other working-age couples making a
living while traveling, and since she and
Denny only needed the Internet to do their
respective jobs, full-time RVing seemed like
a no-brainer.
She didn’t need to convince Denny. His
company managers didn’t care where he
lived, as long he had a reliable cellular
Internet connection and hit sales targets.
But getting buy-in from her own company
would be tough. As a talented front-end
web designer for a national bank, she had
already proven herself to management.
However, in a conservative industry where
non-traditional work arrangements are
rare, she needed to craft a winning pitch for
approval to be the first remote employee at
her location.
“I had to convince my manager and his
manager to allow me to try working remotely for six months.” Taking cues from Denny’s
own work-at-home experience, Veronica
pointed out all of the ways she intended to
be accountable and complete her job duties
wherever she happened to live. Her proposal
was a success. Five years later, management
is still happy with the arrangement. Her work
is better than ever, and she is still the only
employee at company headquarters who
works from a home on wheels.

Dual Careers in One Small Space

Many working-age couples who try full-time
RVing turn to small-business ownership or
freelance work. They often spend their days
working on the same income-generating
efforts and collaborate throughout the
afternoon. But what happens when both
members of a full-time RVing couple need
their own separate work areas to think and
produce satisfactory work? Is it possible to
grow separate careers in a house on wheels?

Denny and Veronica say, “Yes!”
It took six months for them to find the
perfect rig that provided adequate privacy
and facilitate their individual workflows.
As pictured in the Xscapers blog post, “RV
Mobile Workspaces: An Office with a View”
(tinyurl.com/xscapers-offices), they chose
the Thor Outlaw model. Made for weekend
warriors carrying bulky outdoor gear, the
spacious toy hauler wasn’t designed as a
home office, but Veronica and Denny saw
beyond the utilitarian layout. Once it was
theirs, they created the ideal set-up for a
working couple.
The Outlaw’s convertible rear bunkhouse/
patio is still used for that purpose, but it also
houses Denny’s office and workspace. He
keeps his computer equipment and communications tools on one side of the space and
their toys on the other. Much of his work
is managed by phone, and the spacious
bunkhouse floorplan allows him to stand and
move around while he’s talking. At the same
time, his colleagues may be staring at four
walls in a boring home office. Denny often
works with the Outlaw’s rear door open,
allowing him to enjoy spectacular views of
their latest destination.
On the opposite end of the RV, Veronica
utilizes the cockpit area as her work station.
From the comfort of the passenger captain’s
chair with equally stunning scenery ahead,
she creates corporate marketing materials
from a dashboard-mounted keyboard and
large overhead computer monitor. The flatscreen unit drops down when they park and
flips up for storage when the rig is in motion.
Two separate work areas are critical for
their success. “We both have our opposite
sides of the RV with plenty of privacy to stay
focused on our daily responsibilities. We
have time for walk breaks and stay pretty
consistent with our lunch hour to keep our
focus and respect both our employers and
our time,” Denny explains.
Although they spend as much time as
possible outdoors, Monday through Friday
between nine and five p.m., you may find
their cats, Mango and Kali, padding around
in between the two workstations while the
couple works and takes care of business.
“We are in our own little worlds while working, but still meet in the middle and enjoy
our meals together," says Veronica.
And while they might have the freedom
to work from wherever, as employees they
don’t have the luxury of choosing their
own work hours. Both of their companies

RV Outlawz
Advice for
Remote
Employment
Success
Be reliable and know your
priorities. “My advice for
those wanting to work
remotely is definitely
respect your employers’
time,” advises Denny.
“Even if you have a flexible
schedule, it is good to be
a reliable employee. This
lifestyle is incredible, and if
work is a must, then make
it a priority to maintain.
The fun is always there
afterwards.”
Work harder to live up
to company expectations. Veronica echoes
his advice and adds, “Be
accountable. Do your
work, and work harder
even, show your value.
And make your job and
connectivity a priority—
the fun will come.”
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With the back deck down,
Denny has an office with an
ever-changing view.
PHOTO BY DENNY WINKOWSKI

are based in the Eastern time zone, which
requires them to follow the same schedule
as coworkers. The requirement works well
when Veronica and Denny are east of the
Mississippi, but when they’re out West, they
must adapt. Even if they’re attending an
Xscapers gathering, they cut out early and
start their day hours before any of their
other full-time RVing friends. Skipping out
on late-night get-togethers can be a drag on
their social life at times, but both agree it’s a
small price to pay for the lifestyle.

Managing the Technical Glitches

Being remote workers presents logistical
challenges, but after five years on the road,
they’re well prepared for any possible
workflow interruptions wherever they roam.
Internet connectivity is probably their most
common issue; however, over time they’ve
learned the tricks of maintaining access.
Trips to off-the-beaten-path destinations
usually turn out successful despite initial
communications challenges.
“The closest we got to being worried
about having to move because of
connectivity was in Big Bend, Texas.
There was barely any cell signal with
T-Mobile, AT&T or Verizon. But we
were lucky to be able to switch our
46
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router setting to 3G since that was the only
signal there, and it worked. We still couldn’t
talk on the phone, but we were able to get
our work done,” Veronica recalls.
Ironically, getting online was easier on the
south side of the border. They prepared for
a trip to Baja California, Mexico, by getting
a T-Mobile account before crossing over. The
investment provided sufficient connectivity
to do their jobs. For two weeks, they worked
as usual and never drew attention to their
temporary foreign address.
Technical glitches aside, Denny and
Veronica still encounter other hurdles as
remote workers. For example, managing and
growing their rank in the company can be
tough because of the lack of face time with
coworkers. Not being in the office every day
can sometimes lead to misunderstandings
and communications hiccups. “I think the
biggest challenge for me as a corporate
remote employee is not being able to
strengthen my team and coworkers relationships by not being there in person, sharing
meetings and outings, etc.,” says Veronica.
Speaking up on certain issues is often easier
to accomplish at the water cooler.
In addition, trying to maintain productivity from new and exciting locations can be
tough. “You really have to take your work
seriously," advises Denny. “Being in beautiful
places sometimes has to take a back seat to
your work, or you have to pass on a group
outing if your schedule doesn’t allow.”
Despite their remote work hurdles, they
don’t want to return to their old way of life.
They love how they can avoid grueling freeway commutes, spend their paychecks on
other things besides work attire and enjoy
more free time in new places. Combining
their careers with the lifestyle was the best
move they ever made. Through their blog,
“RVOutlawz.com,” a strong social media
presence and Veronica’s new niche that
she created, a full-time RVing Instagram
community known as #RVLatino, the two
are happy to share their experiences so
that others can do the same. One look at
their travels and it’s easy to see that this
nine-to-five working-age couple has found
the secret to being happily employed while
living the full-time RVing dream.
RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 11th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at LiveWorkDream.com.

Whether you are a full-time RVer, or simply on an extended RV vacation,
using an RV mail service makes it easy to get your mail on the road.

WHERE CAN YOU
RECEIVE MAIL
ON THE ROAD?
Post office via
General Delivery
Friend's or Family's house
Campground Office
Mail Box Store
Always check before having
mail sent to a PO Box or RV park.

ESCAPEES RV CLUB
MAIL SERVICE
IS THE LARGEST MAIL
SERVICE THAT CATERS
SPECIFICALLY
TO RVERS.
Give us a call and we can
help you set up the right
mail-forwarding solution for
your needs today!

936-327-8873

www.escapees.com

Having the Best of Both Worlds

RVing and
HOUSE-SITTING
By JOHN F. ROWAN #122092

When my wife, Yvette, and I sold our home
and pared down our possessions, we
couldn’t have envisioned what it would be like
to never have a home again as we decided
to begin living on the road full-time. Living in
a substantially smaller environment was an
adjustment that I’m sure every full-time RVer
experiences, but there were adjustments
that we didn’t anticipate. When we found
that we missed the day-to-day routines of
home ownership, we found our solution in
the form of house-sitting.

W

hen we first hit the road in late 2017, we knew
that we wanted to house-sit as a way to “catch
up” on various aspects such as receiving mail
and computer work. Plenty of people do it,
and, for us it was an excellent way to get off the road,
reorganize and do all the things that are more difficult
while you are constantly moving.

The Rowens enjoy time off
the road by house-sitting at
a home in Colorado.
PHOTO BY JOHN ROWEN #122092
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After our research, we decided to use an
online organization called TrustedHousesitters.
com. After paying a small annual fee, we
could go online, complete background
checks and set up the profile section that
enabled us to apply for house-sitting job
opportunities all around the world.
House-sit listings usually include multiple
photos of the home, pets and the surrounding area. Descriptions of the home, pets, the
homeowners and the responsibilities allow
participants to tailor individual needs and
make sure sitters and owners have the best
possible match from the start. Filters on the
website also allow us to customize when and
where to look for a house-sit. We can even
mark future house-sit opportunities in a
“Favorites” section within our profile. When
you’ve completed reviewing the available
information, you simply click on the “Apply”
button and, within a short period of time,
you are contacted by the homeowner. They
can review your profile, and any of your
reviews, before beginning a dialogue to
clarify and solidify details for setting up the
actual house-sit.
When you arrive at the agreed-upon date,
a short orientation takes place, including
an introduction to pets. You’ll exchange
information and sometimes a contract of
responsibilities and liability are reviewed
and signed. Although it may sound intimidating, we’ve found it fairly easy. The owners
go off on their trip and the sitters do their
tasks, which usually consist of feeding and
walking pets, along with other agreed-upon
duties. Often, we use the time to receive
our mail from Escapees Mail Service, make
online orders and other chores we might
need to do. Our house-sitting homes usually
have high-speed WiFi service, so completing
our work online is easier than trying to
accomplish it on the road. But with all the
tasks and chores that we catch up on when
we house-sit, there has been a surprising
additional benefit—the ability to act as
homeowners even if it’s only temporary.
Shortly after selling our home, our
beloved dog of 16 years died, and we were
heartbroken. But signing up for house-sitting
allowed us to bond with dogs, cats and
even horses for brief time. At times, it
can be difficult to leave a house-sit
after bonds are created with pets.
However, we have learned to view
it as simply being an important and
necessary part in their lives, even if it is
only short term.
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We can also accomplish duties around
the house for the homeowner that helps
them and keeps us active. Gardening was
an activity we missed now that we no longer
own a home. But, when we house-sit where
gardening is involved, we can jump right in
as if we never stopped, doing anything from
watering to weeding.
Cooking is a passion of ours as well and
has been for years. Even without a house,
we are still able to cook on the road. When
we house-sit, we often have access to
well-equipped kitchens that allow us the
freedom to cook, bake or grill anything
imaginable. Cooking off the road also lets us
cook in bulk, filling up our freezer in our RV
for future quality meals down the road. We
enjoy the structure that comes with house
sitting and the responsibility that comes with
each new opportunity. It’s both satisfying
and rewarding to know we are filling an
important role by keeping pets and animals
safe and sound, along with securing someone’s house while they’re away.
The house-sitting site we use does not
offer an option for the sitter to receive
compensation. However, there are sites
available that do, and house-sitters can earn
from $25 to $90 per day and more, depending on the level of responsibility, the amount
of work provided per day and the location
of the house-sit. Although we have not
received compensation, we plan on charging
in the future, using the recommendations we
earned. However, the experience alone has
been well worth the effort.
We don’t know how long we will continue
to live full-time on the road and take part
in this exciting adventure, but I feel that
eventually we may consider settling down
in our own house again. In the meantime,
we have the opportunity to share a homeowning responsibility, enjoy the company of
pets and keep active in the process. Each
new house-sitting job offers an opportunity
to make long-lasting friendships with those
who can count on us, not only for that
particular house-sit, but for others in the
future as well.
JOHN F. ROWAN and his wife, Yvette, decided
they had worked enough and it was time
to go full-time RVing and see the world.
Their interests are photography, wildlife
observation, hiking and biking and cooking.
You can visit the Rowans’ blog at www.
theturtleandthetiger.com and subscribe to
their YouTube channel.

NEW AND IMPROVED, EASY-ACCESS RV EDUCATION
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ELEMENTS OF RVERS’ BOOT
CAMP
AND MUCH MORE.
In online classes led by expert instructors,
students learn about these RV-related topics:
• RV Basic Systems
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• Tire Safety
• RV Driving
• Propane Safety
• Motorhome Towing
• RV Electricity

• RV Intermediate Systems 1 & 2
• Weight Management
• Personal Safety
• Fire/Life Safety
• Towable RVs
• Water Safety/Maintenance
• Domicile

MORE CLASSES ADDED REGULARLY!

ONLY
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ster TODAY!
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Did you know students who completed
RVers Online University may qualify for
a discount on their RV insurance?*
Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM

For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
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A colorful city with an artsy flair

DESTINATION

Tucson,
ARIZONA

When Arizona was first settled in the
1800s, there was rivalry between the biggest towns in the desert. After a bit of
wrestling and politicking, Phoenix ultimately
became the commercial hub and state capital, while Yuma wound up with the prison
that was given the ominous nickname, “The
Hell Hole of the West.” Tucson became home
to the university and quickly claimed the
cultural heart of the state.

Article by EMILY FAGAN #99408
Photos by EMILY AND MARK FAGAN #99408
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Today, Tucson is a colorful city
with an artsy flair. Although it is a
popular winter RVing destination,
our favorite time to visit this city
is in March when the daytime
temperatures are delightfully
warm, and the wildflowers have
begun to bloom.
Tucson’s Historic District

My husband, Mark, and I joined our Tucson
friends on a walking tour of the city’s historic
district. Wandering the old barrio streets, we
saw many houses with brightly painted doorways, deeply recessed into thick adobe walls.
The dense mud-based adobe walls were
ideal for Tucson’s intensely hot climate in the
days before air conditioning. The 18-inch
thick walls could keep the interior of the
house cool during the baking-hot summers
and also hold in warmth when the nighttime
winter temps dropped below freezing.
Visitors can pick up a self-guided walking
tour map at the visitor center at 100 Church
Street, and there are docent-guided walking
tours available as well. The visitor center is
housed in a brightly painted building with
red and purple dominating the outside
decor. Our friends suggested that we stop
there just to admire the funky building!
Nearby, the Pima County courthouse is
an architectural delight, built in 1928, in the
Mission and Spanish Colonial Revival styles.

Meet Me at Maynard’s Evening Walk

Tucson is an outdoor lover’s town, and
the community celebrates the outdoors
and personal health and fitness with many
unique events. One of the most enjoyable
and accessible is the weekly Meet Me At
Maynards evening walk downtown. Our
friends participate in this huge group walk
every week, and we decided to join them
during our stay. We had a blast!
Starting at Maynard’s Market at 400 E.
Toole Street, walkers begin their trek any
time between 5:15 and 6:30 p.m. every
Monday and follow one of several mapped
routes through downtown. Old folks walk
slowly; young kids skip along; dogs trot
along on leashes; parents push babies in
strollers and dedicated runners check their
race watches as they run. It seemed like the
entire community took to the city streets on
two-, three- and four-mile routes. At the end
January/February 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Top and right: “San Xavier
del Bac Mission church
was built in 1692 and has
been recently renovated. It
is an iconic example of the
Spanish Mission architecture found in the American
Southwest” —Emily
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of the walk, everyone gathered together at
the Hotel Congress to quaff a beer (or soda)
and listen to a live band. We highly recommend this evening event. Information can be
found at www.meetmeatmaynards.com.

San Xavier del Bac Mission

For a daytrip out of town, we ventured 10
miles south of Tucson to San Xavier del Bac
Mission church. There we found ourselves
immersed in beautiful old Southwest architecture and history. This church is located
on the Tohono O’odham Indian Reservation,
and it is possible that some people living
in the area today are descendants of the
Native Americans who were converted to
Catholicism by the Spanish Jesuit missionaries that settled portions of the American
Southwest and Mexico, within New Spain,
over three hundred years ago.
San Xavier del Bac Mission was built in
1692 by the Italian Jesuit missionary Father
Eusebio Kino. Ironically, this is the exact
same year that the witch trials were taking
place on the other side of the continent in
the Puritan town of Salem, Massachusetts.
San Xavier del Bac was the northernmost
mission in New Spain. The church showcases
the elegant Spanish Colonial architecture
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of the era with rounded arches, a fantastic
bell tower and a very ornate altar. In recent
years the mission has been undergoing
extensive renovations, and it is in excellent
condition. Meticulous craftsmanship by
artisans from Italy, Mexico and the Tohono
O’Odham tribe have brought the mission
back to its former glory.
The recent renovations have turned up
interesting finds as the artisans have studied
previous renovations. Apparently, the first
time the mission was painted, it was covered
with blue thumb-sized dots, but a later priest
disliked them, so he had them painted over.
As it turns out, the current theory is that
those blue dots were the thumb prints of all
the people involved in the original construction of the building!
One of the most intriguing artifacts in the
church is an antique book that is on display
under glass. It features Latin verses written
in exquisite calligraphy. Outside, a pair of
lion statues guard the mission grounds.
Climbing a hill, we were able to get a bird’s
eye view of the mission in its desert setting.

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum

Fifteen miles west of Tucson we found live
mountain lions and other exotic animals

Top right: The Raptor Free
Flight show is a highlight at
the Sonora-Arizona Desert
Museum

at the wonderful Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum. Built in 1952, this zoological park
is world-renowned because it presents the
flora and fauna of the Sonoran Desert and
surrounding ecosystems in their own environments. Big horn sheep, coyotes, bobcats,
javelina, ocelots, wolves and parrots, all
the animals native to the Sonoran Desert
and other ecosystems in Arizona, are easily
visible in large enclosures.
The trick to visiting the Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum is to arrive right at the
opening or even slightly before (to beat the
lines), because all the animals are out and
about and active right after their keepers
feed them breakfast. An hour later most
of them have bedded down for a nap in a
hidden nook or cranny, so visitors that come
late see one seemingly empty enclosure
after another.
The highlight of our visit to the ArizonaSonora Desert Museum was the outdoor
Raptor Free Flight show. As a small crowd
of visitors craned their necks towards the
sky, two handlers on either side of our group
released and caught one big bird of prey
after another. Each bird, from great horned
owl to peregrine falcon and many others,
would soar into the sky, happily free at last.

A delicious treat, like a handful of raw animal
meat, held out by a handler would eventually
lure the bird out of the sky and onto the
handler’s leather glove for a tasty meal.
What a thrill it was to see these birds riding
the thermals for a few moments of pure joy.

Saguaro National Park

A few miles northwest of the Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum, we enjoyed beautiful hikes
in Saguaro National Park. The saguaro
cactus is the towering sentinel of the Arizona
desert, standing with arms outstretched,
as if reaching to the heavens. These noble
cacti can be seen throughout the Sonoran
Desert in central and southern Arizona, so it
would seem a visit to Saguaro National Park
wouldn’t offer a landscape much different
from what lies outside the park. However,
the cactus stands that are inside the park
are dramatically different because they are
visible in all stages of life and death.
Young saguaros shoot straight up like a
thick telephone pole and have no arms until
they are about 75 years old. Older saguaros
have many arms that point in all directions,
and many specimens that are still standing
today witnessed the skirmishes between the
cowboys and Indians 150 years ago!

Resources
Meet Me At Maynards
www.meetmeatmaynards.com
San Xavier Mission
www.sanxaviermission.org
Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum
desertmuseum.org
Saguaro National Park
www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
Catalina State Park
azstateparks.com/catalina
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“For a closer look at the desert
creatures, we’ve found that leaving
a shallow dish of water on the
ground…will often lure all kinds of
interesting critters for a drink”
Saguaro cacti are lined with ribs rather
than a single trunk, and when they die, the
flesh falls away revealing a fabulous ribbed
structure. Saguaro skeletons are beloved as
backyard landscaping treasures, and eager
collectors quickly remove most of them from
unprotected lands. However, nothing can
be removed from Saguaro National Park, so
even the briefest hike takes you past many
ribbed saguaro cactus skeletons that are
standing or toppled over.
Another treat at Saguaro National Park
is the collection of petroglyphs that were
pecked out by the ancients on the big boulders atop Signal Hill. There are all kinds of
images, including big horn sheep. We were
mesmerized by a huge spiral petroglyph and
several smaller geometric patterns nearby.
Were these indicators of some kind or were
56

ESCAPEES Magazine January/February 2019

they art work created by specially trained
members of the tribe? Or, perhaps they
were only doodles made by idle hands in a
creative mood. We’ll never know for sure.
Tucson, Arizona, offers many other
charms for RVers coming to town. Catalina
State Park is a wonderful place to camp and
be immersed in the lush Sonoran Desert
scenery. For a closer look at the desert
creatures, we’ve found that leaving a shallow
dish of water on the ground, away from the
camper, will often lure all kinds of interesting
critters for a drink, and a hummingbird
feeder will attract hummers in no time,
sometimes several species at once. Even if
you prefer to relax in your campsite without
any furry or feathered visitors, there’s
nothing quite like basking in the afternoon
sunshine in the springtime in Arizona.
EMILY AND MARK FAGAN have traveled
full-time since 2007, crisscrossing
North America in a 36-foot Hitchhiker
fifth-wheel trailer. For nearly four of
those years, they also cruised the
Pacific coast of Mexico in a 44-foot
sailboat. They’ve published hundreds of
articles full of RVing tech tips and travel tips on their
website RoadsLessTraveled.us.
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It is said that getting into
a flow in your daily life can
contribute to your health
and well-being.
I believe getting into a flow
with your traveling rhythm
contributes to
well-being and happiness
for RVers as well.
Improve your health and happiness

Find Your
TRAVEL
RHYTHM
By KERENSA DURR #115527
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I

f you are happy to move on to a new town,
and you don’t feel as if you’ve overstayed
your welcome in the old spot, everything
seems easier. On the other hand, if your
rhythm is off, your vibe won’t feel right and
traveling seems harder than it should be. You
may not recognize what is wrong, but you
can feel that something isn’t right.
Finding your travel rhythm typically
can’t be predetermined the first time out.
Many new full-time RVers are so excited to
hit the road and see the country that they
end up zipping from coast to coast, trying
to see every major destination in the first
few months. While this may work well for a
limited-time vacation, it can wear you out
when you live it daily. Setting up and tearing
down every few days, or driving 500 miles
daily, can be taxing in the long run. We’ve
met many people who have been on a speed
race the first year and then slowed down
considerably by year two, chuckling at their
initial rushing mindset. They realize that
they’ve been pushing themselves too hard
and want to take advantage of the more
relaxing aspects of RVing.
We had read about this phenomenon and
purposefully chose to start out on a slower
path. We set out to spend around a month
at each destination. Ironically, instead of
being the RVers who rush to each destination, burning ourselves out, we started
dragging and moving too slowly. By year two
in the RV, we picked up the pace and began
moving every week to two weeks. This felt
better to us. And, as we kept going, our
rhythm evolved even more. Sometimes we’d
move quite often, but not too far, choosing
to explore an area in short jumps.
We set this pace as we moved up the West
Coast, hopping from spot to spot, between
30 to 150 miles away. But, in the middle of
that journey, we also chose to slow down
for a monthly stay in Monterey, California,
and to explore the area from a basecamp.
We’d had fun bouncing from place to place,
moving up the coast, but by the time we
reached Monterey, we felt the need to slow
down for a while. There were also activities,
like scuba diving, that we wanted to take
advantage of in the area, and a short stay
wouldn’t make that easy to do.
We didn’t find our travel rhythm in
the first few stops or months. Most
people don’t. We also recognized that
our rhythm kept evolving as we grew
as travelers. Sometimes, it changed
based on the geography and regions we

visited. But, most of all, it is in recognizing
when we need to speed up, slow down, stop
or move that keeps us in a positive flow. Our
trip up the coast was an excellent example.
We enjoyed the quick, short jumps we made
for most of the trip, but recognized when we
needed to slow down and take a breather.
Listening to yourself will keep you in your
flow. If you find yourself in a rut, ask yourself
why. Are you moving too quickly and getting
burnt out? Are you sitting still and starting
to get “hitch itch”? Your body has a way
of telling you it needs rest, or if it needs to
move, if you’ll listen to it.
Look at the places you’ve been and ask
yourself if you’re spending time in the places
you want to go. There’s nothing that says
you can’t change your plans and go back to
a favorite spot or move on from a dud. We
RV to enjoy our travels, not push through
them. You don’t have to visit all 50 states or
spend time at the beach if that’s not your
preferred view. Taking your time and visiting
desired locations help you find happiness
and a travel rhythm that works for you.
Full-time and part-time RVing is all about
quality of life, so you want to make sure
you’re living yours to the best of your ability.
Acknowledging that it is your life, and not
someone else’s, is essential. Everyone has a
different travel rhythm, so never feel like you
must keep up with other RVers. It’s hard to
explain our personal rhythm when people
ask. We speed up and slow down as we see
fit. We don’t expect anyone to travel the
same way we do.
Finding your personal travel rhythm will
help keep you happy with RVing. Listen to
your internal clues to know when something
is wrong and ask yourself why you feel that
way. Your body will often let you know what
you should do. You must define your own
rhythm and, like ours, it will evolve over
time. We learned from example, setting out
in one type of flow, but found our own style
to be more of a mix of long and short stays,
rather than a fixed time at each location.
Tuning into your own needs and gaining
experience will help you find your travel
rhythm, too.
KERENSA DURR and her husband, Brandon
Hatcher, took to the road in January 2014
to travel and work in their RV while helping
others get on the road at RVtoFreedom.
com. You can find them every day on
Facebook or catch up with them at
Escapees or Xscapers events.
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Entrees at Cafe Poca Cosa

Tucson Street Fair BBQ
Elote at Charro Steak

Tucson

NEW

THE

By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409

Taste of
FOOD
SCENE

When you think of Tucson, what comes to mind? Saguaro cactus.
Eye-popping sunsets. The plunk, plunk of a pickleball. Mexican food. And
that’s where I stop, my heartstrings tugging on my sense of taste. With
its close proximity to the Mexican border, Tucson has long served up
its delicious specialties to natives and gringos alike. From carne seca
to heritage beans to Sonoran hot dogs found in roadside trucks all
over town, Tucson is a food lover’s dream. In fact, in 2015 the Sonoran
cuisine landed Tucson the honor of being listed as UNESCO’s first-ever
recognized Creative City of Gastronomy.

T

ucson continues to deliver its famous
flavors in venerable establishments
such as El Charro Café, Café Poco
Casa and my friends’ hidden favorite,
JPS Seafood Market and Restaurant Yet the
food scene is changing. It seems Tucson is
growing into its well-deserved recognition as
a foodie hot spot. Whether you love Sonoran
or once is enough, I’ll share with you a few
diverse dining options for a special occasion
or simple meal. Whatever your pleasure, it’s
hard to go wrong.
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Trainspotting

We love our fellow RVers and close friends
Luke and Kathy for many reasons. One big
one? They are into great food, both at home
and on the road. Seeking out the best (not
necessarily the most expensive) places to
enjoy local cuisine is one of their pastimes.
When we got to talking about special places
in Tucson, we all agreed, Maynard’s Market
& Kitchen is a lovely place to celebrate an
occasion, be it a birthday or the first day of
the season.

“From carne seca to heritage beans to
Sonoran hot dogs found in roadside trucks
all over town, Tucson is a food lover’s dream.”

Sonoran Hot Dogs at El Guero Canelo

When I asked Luke what they enjoy about
Maynards, this is what he told me: “The food
is consistently excellent every year, and it
is in the Tucson train station, so you get to
watch trains go by as you eat dinner. You can
sit outside on the patio (they have heaters
and blankets if it gets cold), or you can eat
inside. The service is very good, and the
food is very good. It is interesting to nose
around the train station and the market
portion of Maynards. They sell wine and
other Tucson items. Parking is easy because
you can park in the train station parking lot.”

Baking and Beyond

Maybe it’s the complimentary bread
samples with that delicious sweet butter or
the abundance of freshly baked varieties
that titillate the senses; I’m always up for
lunch at Beyond Bread. In addition to their
standard 30-plus daily offerings, each day
of the week you can count on specialty
loaves. Sandwiches, salads, soups and
pastries dominate the menu, but they serve
breakfast as well. On a warm day, I might be
on the patio enjoying a Bart’s Bag with my
husband. If winter nips, a soup and sandwich

combo can warm my cockles. Depending on
what’s in my RV kitchen, I might even choose
to bring home some freshly baked bread.
Beyond Bread has several outlets and,
for those in the know, the Back Dough shop,
next to their Speedway location, is a housemade sweet or savory pie lover’s dream.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VISIT TUCSON

Italian Tradition

If you’ve been to southern Italy, there’s no
doubt about the supremacy of their pies:
Marinara and Margherita to be specific.
Neapolitan pizza is a thin-crusted pizza
made to strict specifications, cooked for
typically 90 seconds in an 800-900 degree
wood-fired dome oven. It’s so simple, so
amazing you won’t ever forget it.
Fortunately for those of us who don’t live
in Naples, Italy, Naples-style pizza joints
are becoming quite the rage. While I haven’t
tried it yet, Fiamme Pizza seems to be
getting great buzz. Praise is high and prices
are reasonable, and they offer specials
throughout the week. I’m up for Margherita
Mondays, where you can get a half-price pie
with any other purchase.
January/February 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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An Embarrassment of Mouthwatering Riches

In contrast to its rugged Old Wild West persona, Tucson is a thriving
university town that offers world-class hiking, unique flora and fabulous food from all over the world. From enjoying a hearty sandwich
picnic on the Seven Falls Trail to an afternoon or evening out with
friends or a casual gathering under your awning, Tucson doesn’t
disappoint. What better place to celebrate 59 years of like-minded
friends coming together in our freedom-driven community to share
new experiences, exchange ideas and break bread?

Mexican at Home

While you’re in Tucson, perhaps you’ll take in one of the 80-plus educational
offerings, walk the marketplace and exchange ideas at the 59th Escapade.
Hopefully, you’ll use some of Emily’s great tips (in her Tucson feature story)
to explore Tucson’s wild beauty and fascinating history. Chances are good
that there will be several evenings with friends. This is the time to break out
the traditional Mexican fare.
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EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the wanderlust
bug from her grandparents. In 2000, she and her
husband, Ray, set off on their own adventure in search
of a sunny place to settle down. Eighteen-plus
years later, they’re still roaming the country,
sharing interesting destinations and cooking up delicious RV kitchen recipes in their
popular RV TV series, RVCookingShow.com.

Let’s start with the elixir of life, otherwise known as a margarita. Now, I’m
not one to brag, but in this instance, I must say, I make a killer margarita,
and you can, too.
And what’s a good margarita without its traditional sidekicks, guacamole
and salsa? Both of these delish dishes are simple to make in your RV kitchen
and are so much more flavorful than store-bought.
Grill up some marinated chicken breast, shred some cabbage, slice an
onion, open a jar of pickled jalapenos, serve it all up with small corn tortillas
and poof, you have a trendy Tucson soft taco night.

Fresh Margaritas on the Rocks

Tucson’s Greatest Guacamole

Salsa Verde

Makes two fabulous, refreshing cocktails.
Moisten the rim of two rocks glasses with a wedge
of fresh-squeezed lime. Using a small saucer of
kosher or sea salt, coat the rim with salt. Set aside
so the salt creates a hard, luscious crust.
In a cocktail shaker, add three ice cubes and:
2 shots tequila
1 shot Cointreau (orange liquor—use the good
stuff; it makes a difference)
2 shots fresh lime juice
½ shot simple syrup
Shake; then taste to make sure the margarita ingredients are mixed perfectly. Adjust if necessary.
Strain into two ice-filled, salt-rimmed glasses.

2 ripe avocados
½ c diced red onion
1 c diced tomatoes (any shape, high quality)
1 clove garlic, minced
2 T fresh chopped cilantro (stems okay)
2 T seeded, chopped jalapeño
½ t kosher salt
juice of 1 lime (optional)
½ c chopped scallions (optional)
In a medium bowl, prep and mix all ingredients except avocado. Halve avocados, seed and peel. Add
to bowl, “smush” together and serve. It is amazing
and so good for you, too.

1 pound tomatillos (readily available in the Southwest), husked and pulverized
1 medium bunch cilantro (stems okay), finely
chopped
6 cloves garlic (use less if you are not a garlic
lover), finely chopped
3 serrano peppers, seeded and finely chopped
1 T cider vinegar
salt and pepper to taste
Combine all ingredients and place in refrigerator
for one hour or overnight to meld flavors. This different and delish salsa will make your tacos sing.
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GiraffeG4 System

NOW
The GiraffeG4 System PREVENTS
LOW CLEARANCE COLLISIONS
with bridges, trees and canopies

made
in the

USA

Have Peace of mind ...
Protect your roof and AC units.

GiraffeG4.com 1-877-543-1087

Fridge
Defend
RV FURNACE
by ARP
Gas/Electric Kit for Your

GAS OR ELECTRIC
at the Flip of a Switch
Endorsed by

"RV Doctor"

CAUTION

be COOL
be SAFE

FRIDGE FAILURE

AHEAD

Endorsed by

"Trailer Life
Magazine"

425-408-3140
www.rvcomfortsystems.com

Do you own a Norcold or Dometic fridge?
The manufacturers acknowledge that boiler
overheating is the major cause of fridge failure.
Only the patented Fridge Defend by ARP can
protect and extend the life of your fridge.

www.arprv.com • 406-494-1959

California’s scenic drive

If you plan to travel in California
this year, put Big Sur on your list
of places to visit. Highway 1 is a
treat to navigate, but the 90-mile
drive is challenging, so you may
want to leave the RV at the park
and take your tow vehicle.

T

his gorgeous winding route is suspended between two awe-inspiring
natural elements. On one side of the
road is the Santa Lucia mountain
range, and, on the other, the Pacific Ocean
meets the North American continent.
In addition to the natural beauty of the
region, there are also manmade marvels.
Architecture enthusiasts will appreciate
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the handful of pre-war concrete bridges.
The most famous is the Bixby bridge that
was completed in 1932. The bridge spans
over 700 feet and is suspended 260
feet above the canyon floor. There are
pull-outs on either side for perfect photo
opportunities.
You can stretch your legs at the beautiful
vistas and pull-outs scattered all along the
route. Lucky visitors might catch a glimpse
of a sea otter. Whales are also a common
sight from the many turn-outs. The stretch
of clear water off Big Sur is used by many
species of whales as a migration route. With
various species plying north to south and
back again, whales can be seen at virtually
any time of year. At one sandy beach,
elephant seals come to sunbathe. Other
roadside stops allow travelers to peek over

“Big Sur
beaches
require a hike
to access,
but the
experience
is worth the
trek.”

RV
IN
BIG
SUR
By AARON V. STARNES, Guest Contributor

the edge and down the steep cliffs into the
frothy sea below.
With 237 miles of trails, Big Sur is a
hiker’s paradise. There are trailheads along
the roadside and within the numerous state
parks. Visitors can enjoy both the beach
and the mountains. Some paths lead down
the slopes to the shore where waves crash
against craggy rocks. The pink blooms of
the succulent ice plant grow wild here, and
they tinge the air with their sweet-smelling
fragrance. Sea water collects in natural
pools, and the huge rocks are great for
climbing on.
Other paths take visitors down to stretches of sandy coast where the powerful surf
pounds the beach. Unlike the beaches in
Southern California, these beaches are more
rustic, harder to get to and are more often

shaded by clouds. Big Sur beaches require a
hike to access, but the experience is worth
the trek. There are boulders amidst all the
sand that the surf continually breaks against,
sending spray up into the cool air. There’s a
humbling sensation of being on the edge of
a continent, between massive jagged cliffs to
the east and the even more immense Pacific
Ocean to the west.
If guided tours are more your speed,
the Point Sur Light Station should not be
missed. This 19th-century light station was
constructed atop a massive promontory of
volcanic rock 270 feet above the churning
sea. The beacon from this lighthouse has
served as a warning to mariners for over
125 years. The lighthouse was completed
in 1889 and is the only such station that is
open to the public in California. The views

Suspended
between the
mountains
and the sea,
Highway 1
offers
incredible
views of both.
PHOTO BY
RACHEL STARNES
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Top left: An RVer parked
among redwoods
at Fernwood Resort.
PHOTO BY AARON STARNES

Right: A pathway leading
to the cliff’s edge, offering
incredible views of
the ocean and wildlife.
PHOTO BY RACHEL STARNES

Bottom left: A young elephant seal sunbathes on a
beachhead. These seals form from this picturesque cluster of buildings are
colonies on the beaches of truly breathtaking.
Big Sur for a few months
In the summer months, areas like San
each year. Francisco, to the north, are frequently
PHOTO BY AARON STARNES
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swathed in fog for at least a portion of the
day. Some days, the fog rolls in like a gray
wool blanket and shades the area, limiting
visibility and creating a dusky feel. Other
times, when the sun is shining, the incredibly
blue Pacific shimmers under azure skies.
There are plenty of places in Big Sur to park
your RV, including 10 state parks, four national
forests and a handful of privately owned
parks. Make sure to call ahead to reserve a
spot in the state parks because they go fast.
The privately owned parks are a little easier
to get into, but they are also more expensive.
Also, it is a good idea to fill up the tank before
hitting Highway 1. Fuel in the region is expensive. Big Sur can be an expensive venture, but
with planning this gorgeous locale can be
enjoyed on a budget.
Whether you choose to camp
there or not, visiting Julia Pfeiffer
Burns State Park is a must. There
is a wheelchair-accessible walking
trail that leads visitors to a scenic
overlook of McWay Cove. In 1983,
a landslide created both a beach and a
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waterfall. The McWay Creek streams out
of a sheer cliff, cascading through the
air 80 feet to the sandy beach below,
landing only a few feet from the incoming
waves. McWay Falls flows year-round, and
beginning in January, the observation deck
offers a panoramic view of the Pacific,
perfect for watching gray whales migrating
north with their new calves.
Big Sur, though well-traveled, still maintains a small-town feel. There are quaint
restaurants, inns and general stores along
the way. Fine dining options and even spas
are available as well.
Why choose between visiting the ocean or
mountains? Visit Big Sur and have both. Give
yourself over to the serene atmosphere of
this truly special piece of America.
AARON V. STARNES is a writer with a passion for
travel and adventure. As a boy, he loved family
road trips. That interest never waned, and
road trips are still his favorite way to
travel. In 2016, he fixed up a clapped-out,
popup camper and pulled it around the
U.S. for five weeks. He’s a husband and a
father and can’t wait to make some of his
own family road trip memories with his wife
and young son.

TIRE DISCOUNT

15%

DISCOUNT FOR

ESCAPEES MEMBERS
Discount includes trucks, automobiles and towables.

SAVE AN AVERAGE OF $90!

(ACTUAL SAVINGS WILL VARY WITH TIRE SELECTION AND QUANTITY PURCHASED)

STACK YOUR ESCAPEES DISCOUNT
WITH GOODYEAR REBATES FOR
EVEN MORE SAVINGS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

www.escapees.com/benefits/partner-discounts

Life’s unexpected curve

ON THE ROAD WITH

CANCER
By MICHELE LAWSON #131686

Our travel plans did not include
cancer. Our life did not include
cancer. But, life has a way of
throwing you unexpected and
unwanted curves in the life-long
plans that one makes.

W

ith both our children out of the
family home and living on their
own, my husband, Kevin, and I
had our lives planned out. I was
going to homestead for a few years, and
Kevin was going to become more serious
about woodcarving, which he had previously
only considered a hobby. I had my chickens
and gardens, and he was putting the final
touches on his workshop.
68

ESCAPEES Magazine January/February 2019

The Diagnosis

In October 2015, Kevin endured months of
gastrointestinal discomfort and several visits
to a specialist, with no definite diagnosis
to explain his health issue. After being
sent to the emergency room twice by his
GI doctor, the final time presented us with
a totally unexpected report. At the age of
fifty-two, my husband was diagnosed with
an incurable form of cancer called mantle
cell lymphoma.
In July 2016, after nine months of intense
and physically draining treatment at the
Lipson Cancer Center and Wilmont Cancer
Center in Rochester, New York, Kevin was
officially in remission.
To celebrate this new lease on life, we
immediately purchased a travel trailer
and began breaking it in on weekend trips

around Western New York. Realizing that
ongoing treatments were in our future, we
decided to travel more extensively while he
was in remission. We planned a whirlwind
trip through the Midwest; we shuttered the
house, re-homed the chickens and relied on
neighbors to keep an eye on the house while
we put Western New York and cancer in our
rearview mirror.

The First RV Journey

We chose three months for our maiden
voyage as it would directly coincide with
Kevin’s next follow-up appointment back in
Rochester, New York. One aspect of traveling with any other chronic health condition
is that it requires monitoring, so you must
make plans on how you will return for
follow-up appointments while on the road.
We had an amazing journey! We moved
every week to a new location, traveling
from Western New York to Tennessee to
Amarillo, Texas; then, north through the
Grand Canyon and Yellowstone, and finally
we worked our way back to our home in
Western New York.
Our over riding conversation the entire
trip was, “Why are we going back to Western
New York?” We knew the harsh winters
would be extremely difficult for Kevin, and,
since as our children no longer lived in
Western New York, we had more freedom
to travel. We also knew, from our research,
that the premier specialist for mantle cell
lymphoma was Dr. Michael Wang at MD
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.
It was there that we wanted any future
treatment to occur.

The Decision

We came home with the conviction of selling
everything, purchasing a larger RV and hitting the road while we were able. We placed
the house on the market July 2017, sold
everything except our family heirlooms and
purchased a 42-foot Open Range Roamer
as our new home on wheels. September 12,
2017, we gave the keys to our empty house
to our realtor and headed out on the road to
begin our full-time RV adventures.
We learned a lot from our initial threemonth travels. One thing we learned was
that we wanted to slow down the overall
travel pace. Staying at campgrounds for only
one week at a time and driving long distances between locations was too exhausting
for both of us. Therefore, we chose to
stay at least one month in locations we
were visiting. We traveled through several

“…my husband had to return to the
hospital every six months for tests
and doctor visits.”
Southern states, visiting amazing places, and
finally landing in Haines City, Florida, for the
duration of the winter months.

Time Runs Out

As part of his continuing treatment, my
husband had to return to the hospital every
six months for tests and doctor visits. It was
during his February 2018 six-month checkup
that his PET scan came back questionable,
indicating that there was a possibility that
the cancer was active once again.
Realizing we needed more information,
and the fact that we were mobile, we
contacted MD Anderson Cancer hospital
in Houston to schedule a visit for a second
opinion. We received an appointment for the
first week in April and began our journey to
Texas from Central Florida. Upon arrival, my
husband was put through a rigorous cycle of
tests, which confirmed his cancer was back
in a more aggressive form. His remission had
lasted only 21 months.
We were blessed to have Dr. Michael
Wang become our new oncologist. Dr. Wang
is co-leader of the B-Cell Lymphoma Moon
Shot, which is MD Anderson’s B-cell lymphoma research project, and he has made
it his life’s work to find a cure for mantle cell
lymphoma. Kevin is currently a participant
in the Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR)
T-Cell Therapy clinical trial for mantle cell
lymphoma. Through this clinical trial, it is
hoped that CAR-T will be FDA-approved for
the treatment of mantle cell lymphoma and
will become a front-line treatment.

Oasis in the City

Our home for the foreseeable future is
Lakeview RV Resort, a Quality RV Resorts
property, located 15 minutes from MD
Anderson Cancer Center, which is part of
the Texas Medical Complex (TMC), the
largest medical complex in the world. The
park works closely with individuals who
have unknown treatment prognosis and,
therefore, need accommodations for an
undetermined period. Additionally, they
provide, free of charge, a shuttle to the
various medical facilities located within the
complex. Parking at the TMC is extremely
expensive and the Houston traffic is difficult
January/February 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Lakeview RV Resort
qualityrvresorts.com/
resort/lakeview-rv-resort
MD Anderson
Cancer Center
www.mdanderson.org
Dr. Michael Wang
faculty.mdanderson.org/
profiles/luhua_michael_
wang.html
Texas Medical
Center Complex
www.tmc.edu

to navigate, even on good days, so having
this service is an incredible perk.
Residents at the Lakeview RV Park are
either full-time RVers, snowbirds or still
have a permanent home they return to
after treatment. Almost 80 percent of those
residing at the park are there for regularly
scheduled appointments, follow-up treatments or to become long-term residents of
the park while undergoing lung transplants,
stem cell transplants, leukemia treatment,
clinical trials, etc.
The current managers, Brian and Shauna
Hopper, are truly committed to providing
the best facility possible in a relaxing
stress-free environment, and they take a
personal interest in the well-being of all their
residents.

Traveling with Chronic Conditions

For many who are living with chronic or
incurable diseases, RV living is possible and,
sometimes, a more sustainable option. If
we still lived in our home in Western New
York, the ability to travel to Houston
for treatment would have been difficult, if not impossible. The financial
implications of long-term treatment
away from home are tremendous and
normally not reimbursable through
70
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health insurance. Without our home on
wheels, my husband would have been alone
and without a support system in place as he
obtained treatment. Our dogs would have
been hundreds of miles away from us during
long-term treatment sessions, and the stress
of living in hotels and/or rental properties
would have made treatment even more
difficult.
Having cancer or a chronic condition
should not prevent individuals from full-time
RVing. The lifestyle can even provide a
greater perspective on the necessity of living
life to the fullest. Accommodations must be
made for follow-up care, but most of these
are doable while on the road. The advantage
of an RV is that you take your home, your
family and your pets with you if you need
medical care. When you are not in treatment, you can explore this beautiful country
of ours knowing that life is what you make it,
not what cancer wants to make it.
MICHELE LAWSON and her husband,
Kevin, have been RVing since 2016. They
are currently still residing of Lakeview RV
Resort; however, they are looking forward
to returning to the road once Kevin’s
treatment has been completed.

HEALTHCARE
POWERED BY

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
allows for unprecedented flexibility
and creativity in addressing the
spiraling cost of healthcare for RVers.

Friesen-Strain Insurance
Servicing Agents
For more information and enrollment options,
visit: www.escapees.com/healthcare

www.escapees.com • 936-327-8873

Plan ahead for peace of mind

At Journey’s End
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068
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As an attorney with Loring & Associates, our law firm gives advice on
domicile and how to become a Texan. One of our recommendations for
these new Texans is to have their wills, trusts and powers-of-attorney
written and/or rewritten under Texas law. Our law office often creates
these estate planning documents for them. Throughout the process,
after each document is prepared, it must be signed before a notary and
three witnesses, which we provide in the office.

W

hile preparing these documents,
we ask difficult questions about
death and dying, an issue most
of us prefer not to think about.
One of the questions is whether you want to
be kept alive at all costs or allowed to die if
you suffer from a terminal illness.
Another question we ask is what your
designated agent or executor should do with
your remains. We suggest that when you
write up those instructions, remember that
this may be the last words you write for your
loved ones to read. That is a highly personal
question and a sobering process, but also
one of the kindest acts you can do for your
loved ones. Most likely, they don’t want to
have to determine your burial plans.
Update your wills, trusts and powers-of-attorney and keep them in a safe
place. It is not only important to have a plan
for how and where you want to be buried,
but you should also make sure your family or
friends know where documentation is kept.
If you are unsure what to do with your
remains, here are options to consider.

before the family has time to say goodbye.
Research the programs that are in your state
of domicile. There are programs that will
pay some, if not all, of the funeral expenses.
Once you have chosen the program, you
need to inform your family immediately.
Also, if your body is rejected by the program, your family will need a back-up plan.
You can Google “body donation” to search
for the program that is right for you.

Organ Donation

Spreading the Ashes

If you decide to to be an organ donor, there’s
a registry for this process. You can find it
online at www.organdonor.gov. You can’t
donate organs unless you die in a hospital
while on a ventilator. The reason: Blood must
continually circulate oxygen to your organs
in order for the organs to remain viable.
Once the organs have been removed, you
can still be buried in a cemetery, cremated
or laid to rest however you choose.

Body Donation

Donated bodies are used in many ways:
testing new medical equipment, testing
car safety, studying anatomy and studying
decay. If you would like to donate your body,
you must research ahead of time and choose
a program. If you donate your organs, you
can still have a funeral service with your
body. However, if you donate your body to
science, your body may be whisked away

Cremation

Cremation is less expensive than a burial
and, if desired, a funeral service can still be
held before the process. Rather than keep
the urn for display, it can often be buried in
a cemetery plot. It’s wise to research your
options with the funeral home that will be
in charge of the remains. If a document with
your desire to be cremated is stored in a
safety deposit box, those you leave behind
may not be aware of your decision until days
after you are buried in a cemetery. So, it’s
important to share your wishes with the
executors of your estate.
Many people prefer to be cremated and to
have the ashes scattered so that a loved one
isn’t left with an urn to display on their fireplace mantel or carry around in their RV. If
this is your choice, be aware that every state
has it’s own laws concerning the scattering
of ashes. Check with www.Neptunesociety.
com to find out what is legal in your state. If
you desire to scatter the ashes over water,
there are federal laws governing where it can
be done. This website will provide the information you need so you can have assurance
that your plans are feasible.

Green Burials

“Green Burials are Gaining Ground in Texas”
was the headline on one story (Houston
Chronicle, June 30, 2010). In an outstanding
book, The Green Burial Guidebook, Elizabeth
Fournier describes how everyone had “green
burials” before the Civil War. In fact, she
January/February 2019 ESCAPEES Magazine
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be no closer than three nautical miles from
land and in water that is at least 1,800 feet
(100 fathoms) deep. Any such burial must be
properly reported. There are boats you can
charter for this purpose. For more information on the topic of burial at sea, visit www.
epa.gov/ocean-dumping/burial-sea

Death While Traveling

writes, green burials “have existed since the
beginning of time…the body was wrapped
in a shroud and then the deceased was
lowered into a hole.”
During the Civil War, the soldiers were
dying so quickly that they could not dispose
of the bodies in a timely fashion. During
that four-year war, 40,000 bodies were
subjected to a new preservation technique:
embalming. In fact, after Abraham Lincoln
was assassinated, his body was transferred
by train from Washington D.C. to Springfield,
Illinois. Most Americans at that time
were not familiar with the new practice of
embalming that preserved his body during
the trip.
Before embalming became so popular, the
norm was to return the body to the earth so
that it could quickly decompose. But then,
with embalming and the desire to preserve
the body for longer periods of time,
everything changed. Today people spend
thousands of dollars on expensive coffins
to preserve the remains. The suggestion is
that this practice may also cause damage to
the earth. Green burials use decomposable
coffins or even just burials where the body
is contained in an organic shroud. This is
something to research beforehand to learn
whether local mortuaries allow such burials.

Burials at Sea

You can be buried at sea. However, sea
burials are strictly controlled by the
Environmental Protection Agency through
Federal code 40 CFR 229.1. To have a sea
burial for non-cremated remains, you must

On a rare occasion, a travel companion may
pass away during a trip. When this happens,
it is important to report the death to authorities immediately to avoid the illegal crime
of failure to report a death. To plan for such
an occurrence, it may be wise to have an
insurance policy in place that will provide
financial assistance in transporting the
body back home or to the state of burial.
Likewise, you must let your loved ones know
when and where you are traveling. Make
sure they have all the necessary paperwork
in the event they must come and claim your
body. In Good to Go—The ABCs of Death and
Dying for Baby Boomers and Their Parents,
Jo Myers suggests that making prearrangements can be helpful if you are traveling.
That way, if you happen to die while traveling, your loved ones will know whether to
call the funeral home (if that is your wish) or
to provide a “direct cremation.”
As a positive side-note to this morbid
discussion, in the book, Advice for Future
Corpses (and Those Who Loved Them),
author Sallie Tisdale describes a 2007 study
that found that “thinking about our death
makes us happier.” If nothing else, having
your affairs in order should bring you peace
of mind.
As the saying goes, nothing is certain in
life except death and taxes. Although death
is an uncomfortable topic, it is a necessary
one. I hope this information will inspire you
to take the time to make provisions if you
haven’t already. Even if your desire is that
no one read your request until after you die,
at least share the location of your request
so that grieving loved ones will not have to
guess at your wishes. They will appreciate
your efforts.

K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over 30 years, spending 15 of those years as a trial
lawyer. She also taught legal writing at the University of Houston Law School. From 2011–2016,
she was executive director of Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center of Polk County, Texas.
Susie and her husband, James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.
74

ESCAPEES Magazine January/February 2019

MEMBER SECTION

MEMBER
SECTION

ESCAPEES
75

Magazine
Attendees enjoying a
bounty of snacks at
the 58th Escapade.
PHOTO BY BROCK
BRINKERHOFF #131442

January/February 2019

MEMBER SECTION

A Message
From The Board
Our Pursuit
of Excellence

We stand at the opening of 2019, our 41st
year as a club, ready and able to take on
grand plans and continue to be a total support network for all RVers. We are guided
by a simple maxim:

Excellent member experience.
As we continue to grow Escapees RV Club,
and maintain our core values, we will focus
on our websites, online tools, events, club
benefits and customer service, and above
all else, community.

T

Magazine

here is a lot to unpack in that statement. This club
has always been about you, the member, and the
realization of your dreams. Your experiences with
us, and each other, or simply living the lifestyle
in general, are our primary concern. Of course, we have
the greatest measure of influence over your experiences
with the club and we have the greatest responsibility to
ensure those experiences are excellent.
Our Escapees RV Club family continues to grow. Each
month, many new people join our ranks and each new
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member gives us an opportunity to explain how we are
a values-driven organization. We look out for each other.
We are inherently inclusive and live by the simple tenant
“caring and sharing.” As the Board of Directors, we have
an additional self-imposed mandate that we are honest
in everything we do.
The nexus of our vision and our values is the
services we offer. And, in real terms, we develop
members’ benefits in response to your wants and
needs. Through the feedback you send us directly, and
in the conversations taking place in our forums and on
social media, we try to keep a finger on the pulse of
the community. We take the information we learn, how
and why you RV, to provide you the best experiences
we can.
In this coming year, we will take steps to improve how
you interact with one-another, and with us. We know
there is magic in a good ole campfire conversation. So,
we are working hard to host more events, giving you the
opportunity to visit old friends and make new ones, in
new and varied ways.
We are undertaking grand plans to expand our park
system to provide you with more opportunities to stay
at campgrounds. We’ll also continue to pursue partnerships with vendors whose goods or services will help
improve your RVing experience.

However, excellence is not exclusively found in grand
plans. It is most commonly found in the small endeavors.
So, we will continue to provide you with excellent
customer service, something we take extremely serious,
so please do not be bashful. Let us know where we
can improve by sending us an e-mail to clubbusiness@
escapees.com or by calling our customer service team at
936-327-8873. But, also let us know what we are doing
well. Your personal experiences matter. Sharing them
helps us be excellent.
Most importantly, we will strive to support you as a
community, and to facilitate more interactions between
you and your fellow RVers. Our hope is that Escapees
chapters and BoF groups will continue to provide you
with opportunities to meet other RVers who share a
special interest, or who hail from the same part of the
U.S. or Canada.
So, as we (Escapees RV Club) stand on the precipice of
our fifth decade as a club, our “New Year’s Resolution,”
of sorts, is to pursue excellence in all things big and
small, with a mind towards your experience.
And, let’s all agree to treat each other well and lookout for each other. Caring and sharing and inclusivity are
values that should be more than mere words on a page.
They should be the heart of our shared experiences.
And, if we all treat each other well, they will be.
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter.
Send SKP# and e-mail address to thrivebydesignonline@outlook.com.
Please include BoF or Escapees in the subject line. Joyce Langley
#147115. 164 CR 2127, PO Box 302, Burkeville, TX 75932.

Escapees Elk • C-BoF: You must be a member of a BPO Elks
Lodge to join. Meet at Escapades. (The BoF isn’t a lodge.) To
join, send $6 per year (checks payable to Escapees Elk BoF). To be
directed to an Elks lodge, send SASE to Membership Chairman, 230
Rainbow Dr., #13071, Livingston, TX 77399-2030. Visit www.escapees.com/escapees-elk-bof

Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut ST., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.

Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join this group, you will need a Facebook
account. Search for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request
to be added to the group.

Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter, Facebook and Yahoo! groups provide opportunities to
share the RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several
times a year. Send your name and SKP# to boomerBoF@gmail.com.
Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and
Judy Wilson, editors. Judy Wilson, wilsonjudwil@gmail.com to join.
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Buffs: Buffs like to think of themselves as the Birds withOut Feathers
BoF. This group is for SKP members who enjoy wholesome social
nudism. On our Yahoo! groups website, read reviews of nudist campgrounds, receive answers to questions, read our newsletter, locate
nudist campgrounds who offer discounts to Buffs, see who might
be camping near you and get involved in discussions. No cost to
join. E-mail pamelapelc@yahoo.com. Include SKP# and reason for
wanting to join.
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Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering of
Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile church-without-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another, while not
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity, to satisfy your desire to help others and to
provide life-sustaining assistance. For info, visit wwww.dovebof.org or
contact Brian Houser at president@doveBoF.org (210-268-3931) or
Jodi Scales at membership@doveBoF.org. Yearly dues: $10
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Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: AKA SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and
family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on researching techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a
rally and research trip hybrid) is held annually. Time-sensitive information and advice are shared via a Yahoo! group. Contact Albert Taylor
at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr.,
#4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: The Geocachers BoF provides a link enabling members to
be in touch with other SKP geocachers, share geocaching information,
learn from others and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby.
The BoF hosts an annual multi-day rally in the Quartzsite, Arizona, area
in late January, featuring morning seminars and afternoon caching
outings. Communication is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues or fees.
To join, contact Sue Pace, at skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include
your e-mail address, name(s), SKP #, phone # and, if you have one,
your geocaching handle.
Jammers: Our goal is to enable members to share interests in music by
jamming (playing music together, where members take turns selecting
songs). The jammers will include musicians at all levels, singers and listeners. The types of music will include, but are not limited to, old-time,
gospel, Celtic, ’60s and ’70s folk and contra dance music. Members will
keep in touch by e-mail and social networks such as the Escapees Forum. Meetings will occur at Escapades, music festivals, Escapees parks
and other locations wherever it is convenient. Contact Dave Schroeder:
oldfolkjammer@gmail.com
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find line-dancing classes, rallies
and special events while you travel. Members contribute information
on a city-by-city basis. Also available are websites that feature linedance class locations and special events. No dues or newsletters. To
sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups” or “Search” and enter
“Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the Group homepage, click
“Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at the top of page. Contact
Margo Armstrong: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who
wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership not dependent
on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide.
Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more. Parking (including
water, electric, dump) is furnished. A current projects list is posted on
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the NOMADS Website, and is visible to members of NOMADS only,
but with nationwide sites. To join NOMADS: 866-466-6237 or visit
www.nomadsumc.org.
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our
new group forum at RVilllage.com. Sign up for free. Then, click
search or groups, and enter “Penwheels” in the search field.
Click “join group” to post. Send your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@earthlink.net) to add your
name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact Penwheels editor at
margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please
join our Facebook Group and stay connected with animal loving Escapees and get notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade.
Juliet Whitfield 970-729-2946 dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com https://
www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesPetLovers/
PHOTO BY JOE MABEL

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit www.skpphotographers.com. Lou Petkus: loupet@gmail.com or
630-750-7291.
SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives
committed to constructively addressing public policy at every level of
government. By establishing relationships with like-minded SKPs, we
facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our understanding
of issues, policies and candidates for public office. We seek ways to
strengthen our communities, nation and world by using our influence
to bring about positive change. We use a closed Facebook group to
connect and meet when we can. No charge for membership. To join,
send SKP# to Larry Butler at techcfo@yahoo.com.
SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year,
member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Send check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, with SKP#, mailing address, interests/
hobbies, e-mail and phone number to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N.
Leslie St. #556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. Roy Kannada: royk1072@
gmail.com.
SOWERs (Servants on Wheels: Ever Ready) A nondenominational
ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of approved ministries, we choose the projects and months we work. www.
sowerministry.org.
Square Dancing: For information on this group, contact Chuck and
Ruth Osborn, 281 Southline Rd., Galway, NY 12074. Call 518-8590734 or e-mail RUSmiling2003@yahoo.com.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and at
Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so we can
meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good
times with great people! Contact Paul Wood at braveradventures@
yahoo.com.

Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent
or RV travel in countries around the world other than North America. Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free
monthly e-newsletter. To join the Worldwide Travelers’ BoF group,
send your name, SKP# and e-mail address to Kathy Howe at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701
plus extension—Christian Fellowship x8084, DOVE x8083, Escapees Elk x8082, SOLOs x8080). Look for the NEW! notice that signifies a new BoF
has formed! BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator, Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com.
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North Ranch,
in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography
and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our
paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles related to
anything wood. To join, send your name, address, SKP# and $5/year
to John Ely, 3213 W. Main #279 Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter
sent three times a year. Contact woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
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Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact
Ken Parsons by e-mail rwsp606@gmail.com. Roster and
yearly newsletter. By e-mail, $5; mailed, $15 a year. We
get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun. Make
checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer, 2121 E Kennan
Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

The SKP UTV/ATV BoF: A group of like-minded people who like to
ride their UTV/ATV. If you have an UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the
group for you. Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No
dues. Contact: Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@
yahoo.com

MEMBER SECTION

CHAPTER MAP

Let’s Get Together!

22

33

5

9

44

39

18

3

34
12

41

28

37

49

6

47
20

24
14

46

38

36

51

2

1

42
45

29

17
52

25

32

Tucson, AZ

26

21
10
11

Magazine

8

A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR
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Indicates that an Escapees Head Out
Program event is taking place at this
general location during 2019.
See pages 20–21 for more information.

LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Director
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Many bright promises are to come in 2019. January will find many of us gathered in
the desert around Quartzsite, Arizona. February is filled with HOP cruises and Chapter
8’s rolling rally into Mexico. Then, March is “springing to life” with our 59th Escapade
in Tucson, Arizona, as well as more rallies scheduled as the weather warms. Check
out the entire events calendar on pages 82 and 83 to see the many events that are
planned, and I hope to see you down the road!

E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and
click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter,
join a chapter and pay chapter dues, if
applicable. Yes! It is that easy.
As you travel, we invite you to get to
know Escapees in your area. Call us for
details and let’s get together.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

1

Golden Gate

Kathy Guerrera

408-314-1858

kathyguerrera@yahoo.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@rockymtnhiskps.org

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Ron Hough

425-218-2839

escapeeschapter5@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Mike Foley

616-862-8893

mfoley@sbcglobal.net

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Ed Dennis

408-603-0600

ed@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Rick De Young

541-315-2830

rrdeyoung@gmail.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

12

North Central

Ron Nelson

507-259-7528

ron.nelson98@gmail.com

8012

14

Lucky Rollers

George Leese

888-757-7701

bigbg62@yahoo.com

8014

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

howardkrakower@yahoo.com

8018

20

Mid Atlantic

Frank Simon

304-947-7689

pinoakfrank@yahoo.com

8020

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Jeremy Knapman

250-248-9492

jbknapman@telus.net

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Mike Formico

888-757-7701

shantyshakers25@gmail.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Verde Valley

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Kim Gurry

250-320-0630

gurry@telus.net

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs

Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers

Kathryn Perry

541-659-7208

perrykathryn4@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Rob Cannon

209-605-4716

rcannon55@me.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

ESCAPEES

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-4254

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

81

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@aol.com

8042

Magazine

44

Alberta Roamers

Gary Long

888-757-7701

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Ed Allard

480-213-8096

edrdnalice@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

Marti Aanerud

708-642-0706

martijeen@hotmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

John Kereszturi

574-360-8226

kereszturi@sbcglobal.net

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

57

Florida Sun Gators

Lynn Lunde

352-217-5168

lblunde@aol.com

8057

For more details about a chapter, visit www.escapees.com/chapters.
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension for specific directions to events.
• March/April deadline: January 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

JANUARY 2019
12-18

AZ

Quartzsite, MM2.3 Plomosa Road

Escapees Christian Flwshp BoF

8084

13-21

AZ

Quartzsite, 600 Kuehn Rd.

Escapees Elk • C-BoF

8082

13-26

AZ

Quartzsite, Plomosa Road

UTV/ATV BoF

406-241-9052

15

AZ

Quartzsite, Plomosa Road MM3, Escapees Happy Hour

National

888-757-2582

16-20

FL

Tampa, Florida State Fairground, Florida RV SuperShow Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

16-25

AZ

Quartzsite, Plomosa Road

Escapees Solos • C-BoF

8080

17-20

TX

Bandera, Skyline Ranch RV Park

11

8011

18-20

LA

Lake Charles, Lake Charles Civic Cntr, 34th Annual
Central Gulf Coast Boat, Sport & RV Show

Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, Greasewood Dry Camp

25

8025

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, Big Tent Show

Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, MM3

06/21

8006/8021

25-27

LA

Houma, Houma Civic Cntr, 21st Annual Southern
Louisiana Boat, Sport & RV Show

Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

27-31

AZ

Quartzsite, MM99

Geocache BoF

760-445-8196

01-03

AZ

Congress, North Ranch, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

11-28

CA

Potrero, Potrero County Park, Baja/Mexico Rolling Rally 08

8008

12–17

FL

Key West, Cuba–Key West Cruise HOP

HOP/National/Cruise

855-757-8881

20-March 8

CA

San Diego, Hawaii Islands-Kilauea Volcano Cruise HOP

HOP/National/Cruise

855-757-8881

01/03

TX

Grand Prairie, Loyd Park, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

01-06

LA

New Orleans, Mardi Gras HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

FEBRUARY 2019

14-16

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Fairground, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

17-22

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Frgd, Escapees 59th Escapade

Escapade/National

888-757-2582

17-23

AZ

Congress, North Ranch, Woodcarver Week

Woodcarvers on Wheels BoF

425-757-4484

22

AZ

Tucson, Guns and Ammo HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

82

22

AZ

Tucson, Tucson and the Wild West HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582
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25-29

CA

Chico, Almond Tree RV

24

8024

25-29

FL

Century, Lake Stone Campground

26

8026

NC

Raleigh, Raleigh Oaks RV Resort

29

8029

APRIL 2019
04-07
07-14

TX

Bellville, Coushatte Recreation RV Ranch

11

8011

08-12

FL

Winter Haven, Cypress Campground

57

8057

10-15

LA

Eunice, Lakeview Park and Beach

10

8010

10-21

FL

Ft. Lauderdale, Panama Canal Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

22-26

CA

Vacaville, Vineyard RV

24

8024

26-28

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mountain RV Rst, RVers Boot Cmp

National

888-757-2582

29-May 5

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mtn. RV Rst., SKP ACRE rally

Steve Masterson

skpacre@gmail.com
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FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS,
SEE PAGE 91.
DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

MAY 2019
05-09

TN

Chattanooga, Holiday Travel Park

42

8042

13-19

OH

Mansfield, Mansfield Fairground

36

8036

20-24

CA

Columbia, 49er RV Ranch

38

8038

27-31

CA

Lodi, Flag City RV

24

8024

28-31

BC

Canada, Enderby, Riverside RV Park and Campground

33

8033

29-June 03

UT

Moab, Moab Outdoor Adventure HOP (Head Out Program) HOP/National

888-757-2582

05-08

OH

Celina, Mercer County Fairground

6/36/51

8006/8036/8051

06-09

NY

Verona, The Villages RV Resort Turning Stone Casino

18/41

8018/8041

JUNE 2019

13-17

CA

Calistoga, Calistoga RV Park Fairground

38

8038

17-21

AB

Canada, Rimbey, Lake West Lake Community Hall

44

8044

17-21

CA

Yuba City, Sutter Fairground

24

8024

17-21

WA

Lynden, NW Washington Events Center

05

8005

18-21

NH

Bridgewater, Newfound RV Park

03

8003

08-12

MN

St. Cloud, St. Cloud RV Park

12

8012

15-19

CA

McCloud, McCloud RV Park

24

8024

JULY 2019

15-19

WA

Hoquiam, Hoquiam River RV Park

05

8005

21-28

WI

Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh Air Show HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

04-11

WA

Seattle, Alaska Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

08-11

MI

Gladwin , Gladwin County Fairground

06

8006

14-18

ME

Hermon, Pumpkin Patch RV Resort

03

8003

AUGUST 2019

CA

Quincy, Pioneer RV Park

24

8024

WA

Port Townsend, Jefferson County Fairground

05

8005

20-22

OR

North Bend, The Mill Casino & RV Park, RVers Boot Cp

National

888-757-2582

NM

Angel Fire, Angel Fire RV Resort

02

8002

SEPTEMBER 2019

83

05-08

BC

Canada, Christina Lake, Christina Pines RV Park

33

8033

05-08

MI

Hastings, Michawana Campground, 35th Anniversary

06

8006

16-20

WA

Winthrop, Pine Near RV Park

05

8005

23-27

CA

Manteca, French Camp RV Park

24

8024

OCTOBER 2019
03-08

CA

Lodi, Lodi Grape Festival Grounds

38

8038

03-06

NC

Asheville, Bear Creek RV Park

29

8029

05-13

NM

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

14-18

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Park

24

8024

20-27

TX

Galveston, The Caribbean Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881
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SKP ACRE RALLY, APRIL 29—MAY 5, 2019
PINE MOUNTAIN RV RESORT, 8804 HAMILTON RD, PINE MOUNTAIN, GA 31822, 706-663-4329 • WWW.RVCOUTDOORS.COM/PINE-MOUNTAIN
RVERS BOOT CAMP APRIL 26–28, 2019 (IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE RALLY) • WWW.SKPACRE.COM

The SKP ACRE planning committee,
steering committee and rally team
have selected Pine Mountain,
Georgia, as the rally location for
2019. The goal of the steering committee is to provide a
quality rally at the lowest possible cost. Entertainment,
catered meals, a potluck dinner, as well as other optional
venues outside the RV resort, are planned.
The Escapees SmartWeigh team will be available to
weigh your RV, and Escapees RVers Boot Camp will be
held prior to the rally, April 26–28, 2019. Seminars will
be provided. (An example is a seminar on tire pressure.)
The rally fee is $65 per person, and the camping fee

is $44 per night. Visit www.skpacre.com for detailed
registration information. Register for SmartWeigh and
Boot Camp Express during rally registration, available
online January 2019.
We invite you to join us. Call today for reservations
and specify that it is for “SKP ACRE.” Remember to
adjust your arrival dates if you plan to attend Boot
Camp. If your chapter or BoF group would like to park
together, contact me (Steve) at SKPACRE@gmail.com.
For information on activities in the Pine Mountain area,
visit www.pinemountain.org/attractions.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Communications Chairman

CHAPTER
8 BAJA TO MEXICO ROLLING RALLY
BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO—THREE EXCITING VENUES, FEBRUARY 11–28, 2019 (18-DAY ROLLING RALLY)
REGION: BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO • BORDER CROSSING: TECATE, B.C., MEXICO

Magazine

This year, we invite all Escapees to join us for our 2019 Rolling Rally that will include
three distinct venues.
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To begin, rally attendees will gather together in Potrero County Park, located
in the town of Potrero, San Diego County, California.
Our next camp will be at the Zoologico Parque del Nino Jersey, in the heart
of the Valle de Guadalupe, where 90 percent of Mexican wine is produced. The
Zoologico park is an outstanding zoo, and Chapter 8 is the first group to have
used it as a base to enjoy Mexico’s answer to Napa Valley (in California). RV camping in an animal rescue zoo is a unique experience.
Our final venue is at La Jolla Beach Camp, on the Pacific Ocean with views of the busy
port of Ensenada where three gigantic cruise ships a week come to enjoy Mexico. Our
beach camp has a thermal underground spring beneath the sand, so digging a quick foxhole
produces a natural oceanside hot tub!
From La Jolla, we have a broad range of Mexican culture to enjoy. The facilities at La
Jolla Beach include a theater with stage plays in English, a fully equipped community center
for our meetings and a variety of athletic facilities. Our bus tour takes an interesting route
we specifically designed to reflect more of Mexican culture than commercial tours provide.
While a quality experience, a penchant for charity and an educational opportunity
define our event, it is also the most economical way you can experience the warm-hearted
Mexican people and broad range of events and entertainment.
				
Kassandra Dennis #119685, Chapter 8 Wagonmaster

All Escapees are invited to join us. Space is limited, so
make your reservation today! For more information, visit:

www.mexicanconnection08.com
January/February 2019
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SKP DINE-OUTS

MISSOURI

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.

NEVADA

It’s time to eat!
ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10:30 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Cushman Phillips: 770-312-8871,
cushman@cbphei.com. Oct-April (except March)

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Ed Allard: 480-213-8096,
edrdnalice@gmail.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Casa Grande: 2nd Tues, 1 p.m., Golden Corral. 2082 E. Florence
Blvd. Jan Tilton: jtilton7@yahoo.com. Oct-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike: 602325-3171, Ajo: 207-743-3378, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org
Tucson: 2nd Tues, 3 p.m. Golden Corral, 6385 S. Midvale Park
Road. Please confirm: Cliff/Virginia Haycock: 919-412-4029,
hayvirginia@yahoo.com
Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Nov 2017-April 2018
Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. Diane Sears: 936-215-9632 Nov-April

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631.
Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant,
7148 Edinger Ave. Rick Comaroto: 714-889-8549,
rnhcomar@aol.com
Modesto: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Ray Bailey: 209-532-0444,
bailey-r@sbcglobal.net. Feb-Nov

Sacramento: 2nd Wed, 11:30 p.m., Denny’s, 3520 Auburn Blvd.
David Studivant: 916-481-1357, oldgrizfo@comcast.net.

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop, 202
Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856.
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m. Main Restaurant Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382.
Visalia: Last Fri (Jan-Oct), 3rd Fri (Nov-Dec) 9:30 a.m. Ryan’s Place
Restaurant, 3103 S. Mooney Blvd. Bring a friend; wear badge.

Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

NEW MEXICO

Lakewood: Ladies breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303 for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 2000 Biddle
Road. Kathryn Perry: 541-659-7208, perrykathryn4@gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m. (breakfast), Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-315-2830. Jan-Dec
Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

TENNESSEE

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

TEXAS

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., For location, call 888-757-7701 x8010.
David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhortodhdhorton2@aol.com

UTAH

West Valley City: 3rd Thurs, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 3399 West,
3500 South. Lawrence Pay: 801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

WASHINGTON

Marysville: 1st Sat, 9:30 a.m. Golden Corral Buffet & Grill, 1065
State Ave. Ray/Sandy Hoyt: 425-750-6139, razerroof@aol.com.
May-Sept
Mount Vernon: 1st Tues, 11 a.m., Royal Star Buffet, 2300 Freeway
Drive. Arlene: 206-849-1578, arlene1046@gmail.com. May-Sept
Tacoma: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Old Country Buffet, 5815 Lakewood
Towne Center. Barb Johnson: 360-908-0699, barbj1752@msn.com

WISCONSIN

DeForest: 3rd Wed, 2 p.m. Norske Nook, 100 E. Holum Street. Ken
Cerling: 608-219-6890. May-Oct

CANADA

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, noon. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis.
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Ricky’s All Day Grill, Inside
Days Inn, 809 Island Hwy S. Bernardien Knol: bernardienknol@
msn.com, April-Oct. Except June and Sept
BC, Vernon: Last Tues, noon. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net

COLORADO

ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov

FLORIDA

ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28
Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com.
May and Oct

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net
Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April
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San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m. breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m. Wayne/Lynn Selden:
619-890-5383, shantyshakers25@gmail.com

Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., China Wok, 580 Route 160.
George Leese: bigbg62@yahoo.com. Sept-May

ESCAPEES

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Springfield: 1st Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2734 N. Kansas Expway. Vernon Eide: 417-766-2191. (Casual campouts held 3rd Tues
of each month, April-Oct. Vernon Eide, eidevernon@yahoo.com)

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowplantation

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/northranch

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/sumteroaks

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/turkeycreek

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/dreamcatcher

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/raccoonvalley

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowsend

24
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$
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$
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$
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$
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$

$
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$
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Monthly Nonmember
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Escapees RV Club owned and operated.
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RAINBOW PARKS

Daily Nonmember
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360+

$

395+

340+

$

395+

360+

$

360

$

225+

$

350

$

340+
360+

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

395+

$

395

235+

$

395

$

$

395+
415+

$

SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA

SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

20

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

23

Incl Elec

$

35

+ Elec

25

$

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com
CALIFORNIA

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S, Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

Magazine

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

ESCAPEES
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•
•
•
•

$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.evergreencohoskprvpark.com

$

limited
$

130

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

-

-

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

$

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

126

+ Elec

$

495

+ Elec

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

$

20

+ Elec
& tax

$

$

20

$

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

22

Incl Elec

$

$

+ tax

20

+ Elec

27.75

+ tax

$

$

Incl Elec

96

$

-

Incl Elec

-

$

300

$

+ Elec

+Elec
& Tax

340

+ Elec

325

+ Elec

450

+ Elec

Incl Elec

132

Incl Elec

$

110

+ Elec

$

166.50

+ tax

$

$

+ tax
$

Incl Elec

-

350

$

125

$

$

365

$

Incl CTV

21-26

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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Incl CTV
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-

93

0
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0

-
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24

Pet Friendly

0

Dog Run

68

Laundry

-

Clubhouse

N

Activity Center

25

Reservations

99

WiFi

-

Storage

0

Dry-camping

107

Pull-thru

-

Lease Lots

ERPU Sites
22

50 AMP

87

30 AMP

-

55+ Park

# of Sites
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EVENTS
Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
Join the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Beaches
and desert are only an hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula "Disneyland for adults."

N
N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
First-time visitors receive a one-week stay for $50: Request at
check-in. Call ahead for availability. GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'
Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
Is Yosemite on your bucket list? Stay with us! Park Sierra is
25 miles from the southern entrance to Yosemite. Sequoia
and Kings Canyon National Parks are only a day-trip away! The
winter months are mild and the spring wildflowers are glorious.
First-time visitors can enjoy $50 off their first week’s stay! Visit
our website or call for reservations.

N

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110 plus tax/elec).
Explore many activities from this central location. Activities update provided at daily social hours. Park office is closed Sundays.
(Sunday arrivals must boondock.) Office and park will be closed
to renters May 1—Sept. 15. Visit the website or call for details.
-

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N
-

283 n/a
-

N

N

N

-

N

254 n/a
-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

-

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
First time Escapee visitors will receive 50% off one week stay
plus electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in
February. Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San
Antonio area and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a 2- to
3-hour drive from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
Beautiful park located only two miles off I-5.
Favorite day-trips: rugged Oregon Coast, lighthouses,
streams, waterfalls, covered bridges, fishing, boating,
golfing, bird watching, award-winning wineries and
historic Oakland. Stay a few nights or a few weeks.
Visit our website for more information.
Evergreen CoHo: Chimacum, WA
Make your reservations now and explore Washington’s Olympic
Peninsula: art, biking, birding, breweries, casinos, cideries, distilleries, farm tours, ferries to Victoria B.C. and Seattle, unique
festivals from accordion to wooden boat, hiking, kayaking, music
and concerts, wineries/wine routes, whale watching.
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n/a

N

The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
national park? We’re your place to stay. Large sites, Reverse
Osmosis water. First timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships
blossom. See our website for our many activities and amenities.
Then visit our active park in quiet south-central Florida.

-

128

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

N

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
First-time visitors receive a week with a 50% discount, plus
elec./tax. Visit www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers”
for details.

MEMBER SECTION

A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS
By TRAVIS CARR #8, Escapees President, and MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees Vice President

What the Future Holds for Xscapers

Magazine

To see the future, we must first revisit the past and review
the Xscapers overall mission. (Oh, if you want to skip the
next four paragraphs because you only care about our
future goals, go ahead—we’ll never know!)

ESCAPEES
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On July 22, 2014, the concept of Xscapers was officially
put on paper and presented to the Escapees Board of
Directors for approval. The proposal was approved, and
more than three years have now passed since the official
launch of Xscapers on March 8, 2015. This community,
within Escapees RV Club, was created for working-age
RVers and is currently comprised of around 10,000
individuals who identify themselves as Xscapers. Today,
this group makes up 15 percent of club membership!
The effect that Xscapers has had on Escapees RV
Club and the broader RVing community has surpassed
our expectations. We feel we have achieved our primary
objective: “To meet the needs of younger RVers by
providing community, resources and benefits necessary
to achieve their RV lifestyle goals. This lifestyle group is
an extension of Escapees RV Club, geared towards those
not yet retired.”
In all honesty, Xscapers was simply a refocus on
Escapees’ original roots. In 1978, 40 percent of
Escapees members were under the age of 50; the
majority were still working, at least part-time, and nine
of the first 100 member-families were traveling full-time
with their kids.

Services and Resources

Looking back at our official strategy, specifically for
Xscapers, we are happy to see we have accomplished
many of the support services we set forth to create. One
service was a website with job listings that caters to those
seeking work outside of traditional work-camping jobs.
Online articles and education geared towards working
and traveling on the road, tax complications, tips on
traveling with children and inspirational profiles of RVers
living the lifestyle are other resources we’ve provided.
The strategy also targeted ways to bring the club in
line with modern technology that directly inspired the
online mapping tool and transformed the travel guide into
an interactive online format. Most importantly, it pushed
January/February 2019

us to incorporate the RVers’ Boot Camp into an online
university format so it could be accessed at anytime and
from anywhere. This allowed us to take our education to
a whole new level. Now, in addition to on-campus classes,
those who can’t attend in person don’t have to miss out
on crucial safety, maintenance and lifestyle information
provided by the experts who teach our courses.

Building a Community

By far, our greatest achievement and accomplished
goal has been the building of a community. We knew
bringing people together was important to the success
of Xscapers, but we had no idea that our Convergence
events would become such a crucial component of its
story. We certainly never guessed that Xscapers would
be a movement so impactful that 14 people would tatoo
the logo on their bodies! It’s incredible to witness the
amazing bond that has formed between this new family
of like-minded individuals. This bond mirrors the unity
and solidity of those who traveled the roads before us
and eagerly participate in our success as well. It truly is
the best of both worlds.
So, where does this leave us as we look to the future?
Our goal “to meet the needs of younger RVers by
providing community, resources and benefits” still guides
our way. While we have accomplished a lot over the past
few years, we still have much work to do.

Improving Connections

Community remains at the top of our list. We continually
look for additional ways to expand our Convergences to
connect more like-minded RVers with one another. We
can accomplish this by holding as many of these events
as possible, but also by directly involving the community
that makes this all possible. We are looking at ways
to assist members of Xscapers in creating additional
unique and impromptu meetups and outings with their
fellow RVers. We’re also brainstorming ideas on how to
better meet the needs of the Xscapers demographics
in Escapees programs like the BoF (Escapees special
interest groups) and chapter programs. While in-person
meetups are critical to the success of building friendships, we also want to explore ways we can improve
these connections through online programs.

MEMBER SECTION
“It has been an exciting time over
the past three years, and we are
looking forward to what’s to come.”

Products and Services

A Place to Call Home
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Finally, this past year we began to formulate new concepts
with the idea of creating an Xscapers focused campground/home base. The SKP Co-Op parks and Rainbow
Parks still are an important support network that provides
a place for members to call home and a way to connect
with their peers. However, waitlists can be long, and many
Xscapers are looking for a more direct connection with
their Xscapers tribe. The park concept we are discussing
would directly address this issue. Our aim would be to
provide the Xscapers demographic a place to connect and
become a part of a like-minded community for working
nomads. There are many logistical details to work out
before the project is formally approved and details can be
shared, but it is a project we hope to see become reality.
It has been an exciting time over the past three years,
and we are looking forward to what’s to come. We will
always do our best to lead the way in education, support
and provide a community to suit your needs. We promise to always maintain true to our values and hold fast
to the passion that allowed Xscapers to take shape and
grow strong. We know you’ll keep making friends and
support one another, and we will stay focused on our
mission! And, we want you to know, we are always here
to listen and support you in your RV journey.

ESCAPEES

Another goal is to utilize the collective voice and knowledge of working nomads and Xscapers to interact with
the RV industry to offer products and services that cater
to the younger demographic who are working as they
travel. This is something the industry has widely ignored
until the past couple of years.
We are excited to say we have made some headway.
Last year, we began conversations with Winnebago
Industries to find a better means to connect your
experience directly to product designers and engineers to create a product that better suits your RVing
needs. Thanks to your involvement, it is a project we
feel will inspire an impactful change as we progress
with our relationship.
Along the same line, the nomadic workforce continues
to be underutilized. We feel companies are missing a
wonderful opportunity to utilize these RVers and the
unique advantages they bring to the table. We plan
to focus more efforts on educating businesses and
the industry at large to overcome cultural roadblocks,
misjudgments and false assumptions in an attempt to
provide more job opportunities that support your RV
lifestyle. It is a major undertaking, but one that we are
passionate about.

MEMBER SECTION

XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director

Last year was an amazing time of growth
for Xscapers. We went from having a few
convergences a year to offering 13 events
in 2018, and we have several new events
on the schedule for this year.

T

o recap 2018, we kicked off the year with our
annual bash in Quartzsite and Yuma, Arizona.
Then, around 40 rigs peeled off and headed
south to Mexico for one week. March brought
50 RVs to an abandoned airport in Utah, while in April,
Xscapers took over an entire RV park in the Texas Hill
Country. The next month, Xscapers converged twice in
Missouri, for Escapade and a pre-Escapade meetup. We
had a wonderful time in South Dakota in June, followed
by chasing the cool weather to southern Colorado.
About a dozen Xscapers pitched in for two weeks to
build a house with Habitat for Humanity before regrouping in Bend, Oregon, for a final summer meetup.

Magazine

Bend, Oregon, Convergence
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The convergence in Oregon was a great experience.
Approximately 100 working-age RVers gathered around
a grassy field for a plethora of activities. There was a hike
to the nearby Smith Rocks State Park for exercise, and in
the afternoon, there was lounging around a local river for
a bit of rest. We also took over a local brewery, viewed a
motorcycle stunt show and even descended into a dark
area of lava tubes! The week was capped with about 60
Xscapers braving the chilly waters for a float trip down
the Deschutes River. We floated through the middle of
downtown in inner tubes, kayaks and rafts, holding onto
one another. The laughs were loud and contagious!

Great Lakes Convergence				
(as told by hosts David and Cheryl Goldstein)

In mid-September, 37 Xscapers gathered on northwestern Michigan’s Leelanau Peninsula for the first-ever
convergence in the Midwest. Over the course of six
days, the attendees toured the old fishing town of
Leland, hiked in the Clay Cliffs Natural Area, visited
the preserved historic town of Glen Haven and climbed
sand dunes. We also enjoyed spectacular views of Lake
Michigan on a scenic drive at Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore, shared an evening campfire and
picnic dinner on a Lake Michigan beach, kayaked down
the Crystal River and sampled the locally made products
of two wineries, a distillery and a cider house. Of course,
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being a convergence, there was also plenty of delicious
food and drink and impromptu fun as well. An evening at
a Suttons Bay craft brewery, a potluck meal and evening
campfires were enjoyed as well.
The highlight of the convergence was our sunset cruise
on Grand Traverse Bay aboard the Tall Ship Manitou.
Xscapers had an exclusive charter of the Manitou, a
replica of an 1800s “coasting” cargo schooner like those
that sailed the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean. We
were even allowed to help raise the huge sails and steer
the ship. The weather was perfect, the water was calm,
and it was a memorable evening for everyone—including
a few guests from the RV park who later signed up to
become Xscapers!

Final Thoughts

After my first year as convergence director, the thing
that has surprised me most about Xscapers is the sense
of family and community. There have been incredible
gestures of kindness such as driving another Xscaper’s
rig across five states and flying back because the owner
was injured. Or pet sitting for a day or two while an
Xscaper flew out for a quick work conference. We even
had someone pick up a case (or four) of beer from a
friend’s hometown! That beer will be delivered three
months later across the country. Once you make a few
Xscapers friends, you’ve got a family on the road.
At the end of each convergence, we send out a
questionnaire to help us plan and organize future events.
One question is, “Did you make plans to travel or meet
up with other Xscapers while at this convergence?” The
lowest percentage of those who answered “yes” to that
question for 2018 was 75 percent. That translates to
three out of four people who attended a convergence
made plans to travel with someone or meet up afterwards with another Xscaper. Often, it’s someone they
met for the first time at a convergence. That alone
should be reason enough be a part of the Xscapers
family. The entire group and I look forward to seeing you
at the next event.

“After my first year as
convergence director, the thing
that has surprised me most
about Xscapers is the sense of
family and community.”

MEMBER SECTION

2019 CONVERGENCES
ANNUAL BASH 2019
JANUARY 12–20, 2019
LAKE HAVASU, ARIZONA

The biggest convergence of the year is coming this January. Hundreds of Xscapers will converge in the desert
Southwest. What began as a small gathering where
people met to share stories, knowledge and laughter
around the campfire, quickly turned into something
bigger and more meaningful. When we say “This isn’t
your traditional RV rally,” we mean it!

MEXICO CONVERGENCE
JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 6, 2019
VICTOR’S RV PARK, AV. MAR DE CORTES SUR 10, VERDUGO, 21850 SAN
FELIPE, B.C. 21850 MEXICO

Join Xscapers as we head south of the border for the
second year! We will gather for a night in El Centro to get
organized and ready for an early departure the following
morning. The trip across the international border may
take over two hours, followed by a two-and-a-half-hour
trip to the seaside town of San Felipe.

MOAB CONVERGENCE
APRIL 5–APRIL 12, 2019
MOAB, UTAH 84532 • $60–$100

Xscapers takes over a runway in Moab for year two! Join
us for a week of boondocking and outdoor pursuits in this
southern Utah wonderland. Activities include: off-roading,
cookouts and socializing. Registration includes boondocking site, event tent, private bowling, pizza party, karaoke,
sightseeing, a host and social activities.

ALASKA CONVERGENCE
JULY 18–22, 2019
ISABEL PASS, ALASKA, AK-4
DELTA JUNCTION, AK 99737

For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.
ESCAPEES
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Join longtime members and emissaries Gary and Stacey
Quimby to meet up with your fellow Xscapers in the
great last frontier! View this video of Gary and Stacey, in
the area, in 2017: https://youtu.be/3OuloWaEP9s. This
is an old pipeline construction camp on BLM land. Every
April, over 10,000 RVs park in this valley for a combined
snowmachine/skiing event, called Arctic Man. Any size rig
can park, and there will be plenty of room to spread out.
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Marketplace
YOUR ADVENTURE STARTS HERE

Let Us Take You There!

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

SINCE 1902

936-327-1234 or 800-324-9279

Each depositor insured
to at least $250,000.

Over 24 years of Excellence in

GUIDED RV TOURS & RALLIES

Lower 48│Alaska│Canada│Overseas

New
Adventurers
Enjoy a 5% Discount*

*1st time registrations only.
Supersedes ALL other discounts
& promotions.
Not valid for overseas tours
or cruises.

ESCAPE the Ordinary
Request your FREE
catalog today!

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Download our App for your mobile
device or visit us on the web at

CALL 936.327.3428

www.fnblivingston.com

www.adventurecaravans.com Follow us on

Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

Professionally

Guided RV
Vacations

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com

Call for a FREE

RV Travel Guide

Badge designs
starting at just $5
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SKP BADGES
& ENGRAVING

ESCAPEES

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas

• Custom badge dangles
• Standard pin backs or optional magnetic clasps
• A wide selection of badge color options
• Special options for enamel pins

For special orders or custom engraving
jobs, call 888-757-2582 or visit the
Website for more information.

www.escapees.com/store
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First
State
Bank

“When you need

to Escape

Just bring us along!”

Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking/
Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
ATM at Escapees Rainbows End
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.com
936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211
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920-918-9923
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READY RV GO LLC CM #899
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COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

Advertising Opportunities
with Escapees RV Club
Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees
RV Club. Place your product/service before a large, dynamic and
well-established RV community with regular advertising. Visit
www.escapees.com/advertise, call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
commercialmembership@escapees.com for information.

Escapees Roadside Assistance...................................................................................................33
Escapees RVers Online University (RVOU)...........................................................................51
Escapees RVers Boot Camp..........................................................................................................16
Escapees RVer’s Good Neighbor Policy................................................................................96
Escapees SmartWeigh Program................................................................................................17
Escapees Tire Discount....................................................................................................................67
Escapees Veterans Discount Program................................................................................57
Xscapers.....................................................................................................................................................88
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EAST TEX RV REPAIR CM #897
409-777-6874

ESCAPEES

BLACK FOREST SIGNS & PLAQUES CM #896
719-761-9090

Escapees CARE, Inc.............................................................................................................................30

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
Small Lots:
L-348 Landscaped Vacant Lot $53K
L-349 Prk AZ Great Rm $89K
L-388 Prk Carport, W/D Views $74,950
L-386 Landscaped RV H W/D in Shed $52,500
Large Lots:
LgL-34 Vacant Lot $59,500
LgL-127 Corner Beauty EX LG Master BR,Den + Craft Rm, Shop,
RV HU, New floors and Roof $175K
CALL FOR MORE OR NEW PRICES
OR CALL TO LIST
Linda Stevens, 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New, smaller custom homes from
$190K with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage, with additional
F-HU outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
2 hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat. 928768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com. Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.
San Matias, Baja, CA—Norte, Mexico: $65K, financing available.
Located between San Felipe and Ensenada. The c/g includes a house;
2BD/1BA, 25'x25' shop with a 3/4 BA, 2 encl/secure garages, RV
ramada, hot tub, fruit trees. House has dual-pane windows, new heat
pump, A/C and heat. Running water and a cistern. TV/elec. Great area
to live a simple, affordable life. Prop taxes: $75/yr., water: $150/
yr, TV: $17/mo. San Felipe is 65 miles E. Ensenada is 75 mi W. Jim:
425-214-4079.
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TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for rent. Each lot is 50'x100'.
One mile from the gulf and one-half mile from marina and boat launch.
Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.
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HELP WANTED

Volunteer in a Vermont State Park in 2019!: More than 40 parks.
Duties vary by park and generally involve maintenance and operations.
FHU or W/E available. Some parks located in remote areas. Schedules
vary. Cell phone, TV reception, and WiFi vary by park; pets allowed
at most locations. Work 30 hours per week for campsite and many
other benefits. Preference given to season-long commitment (mid-May
through Labor Day or mid-Oct.), although some shorter stays may
be available. Recruitment for the 2019 season is underway. For information and to apply, visit www.vtstateparks.com/volunteering.html

Fiona Animal Refuge: Join our fight to save Mexican street
dogs. Founded and managed by Escapees member Dottie
Cross #86243 since 2011. In April 2013, our dream became a
reality. Fiona Animal Refuge opened its doors with 19 kennels,
office and surgery. FAR is a 501(c)(3) public charity, which
means all donations are tax-deductible. www.potreropups.org
or on Facebook: Fiona Animal Refuge. Checks made payable to:
Fiona Animal Refuge can be sent to 208 Rainbow Dr., #10808,
Livingston, TX 77399-2008.
Helinox Collapsible Furniture: Enjoyed sitting in one of Helinox’s
collapsible chairs. The company is best known for its 1.9 lb folding
Chair One. But, beyond Chair One, Helinox offers an full and expanding
line of tables, cots and chairs for wherever life may take you. Whether
before, during or after an activity, Helinox has just the chair, table, or
cot just for you. Visit helinox.echoscomm.com for more information.
Swig: It’s the ultimate time to sit back, relax and enjoy the sunshine
while saying cheers with drinkware from Swig! Choose from portable
wine cups, champagne flutes, tumblers, combo coolers and more!
Swig products feature: vacuum Insulated, cold up to 12 hours and
hot up to 9 hours, 304 Grade 18/8 stainless steel, BPA-free push seal
lid helps prevent spills, copper-coated insulation, sweat free, several
colors to choose. Prices start at $19.95. www.swiglife.com

PRODUCTS

Tailgater Tire Table:This steel, powder-coated table attaches to any
vehicle or trailer tire. Perfect for the beach or the mountains! Tailgater
Tire Table lies flat for convenience and storage, holds up to 50 pounds
and is easy to attach with no tools necessary. Imagine having a place
to eat or have a glass of wine without having to bring out a table. Visit
www.tailgatertiretable.com.

LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and
high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and
clean gear. www.lunatecgear.com

Chaheati Heated Chair: Stay warm anywhere with the heated,
all-season chair from Chaheati. Using woven heating technology, the
lithium battery lasts for hours and provides warmth throughout the
seat. And with three heat settings, you’ll be just the right amount of
toasty in any season. Includes 11.1 volt Lithium rechargeable battery
and charger and carrying case. Chair includes storage pocket and cup
holder. www.thegrommet.com/heated-chair

LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are amazing. They have less bacteria, no smell and offer
convenience. Ideal for RVs and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401.
www.lunatecgear.com
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FINAL JOURNEYS

Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to the
family and friends of deceased members.
Gow, Arthur Joseph #5367-September 8, 2018: (Marion, 102
Rainbow Dr., #228, Livingston, TX 77399-1002) Art died in San Antonio, Texas, after losing his battle with cancer. Although he was born in
Connecticut and raised in New York, the Colonel traveled extensively,
spending 30 years in the U.S. Army as a combat engineer. He had tours
in Korea, Viet Nam, Germany and many places in the U.S. He was kind
and gentle and loyal to his friends. After retirement, Art and his wife,
Marion, met Joe and Kay Peterson and became lifetime members
of the Escapees. After one year, they auctioned off their house and
belongings to begin full-time RVing. He did not regret it. He assisted at
many Escapades, putting his engineering background to work to aid the
organization. We will miss his advice, sarcastic humor and beautiful blue
eyes. (Reported by daughter, Marion Meyer.)
Hoelzel, Chuck #45161-June 17, 2018: (Charlotte, 600 E Saguaro
Dr., #196 Benson, AZ 85602) Chuck died at the Saguaro SKP Co-Op
in Benson, Arizona. We had recently celebrated our 62nd wedding
anniversary two days before. Chuck was a great husband, father and
friend to all he met. I will continue living at the Saguaro SKP Co-Op.

Richards, (Bob) Charles #20211-October 1, 2018: (Rita, 82 Private Road 5244, Hondo, TX 78861) Bob was a retired Navy veteran.
He enjoyed traveling and meeting new friends along the way. He also
enjoyed being a member of Escapees and the Military SMART Travel
RV Club. We will miss his wonderful sense of humor and his smile.
Styer, Janice #32226-November 28, 2017: Janice died peacefully at home, a little over four years after the death of her husband,
Howard. Both loved RVing and traveled together until Parkinson’s
disease made it difficult for Howard. Janice continued traveling with
friends for a couple of years afterwards. She was one of the first RNs
at the CARE Center in Livingston, Texas, and spoke of her time there
with fondness and delight. We (her son, myself and two grandkids)
lived the last four years with Janice, and it was a pleasure taking care
of her. She is definitely missed, but she is in a much better place.
(Submitted by daughter-in-law, Susan Styer.)
Ullberg, Phyllis #4356-November 7, 2018: (Warren, PO Box
1002, Congress, AZ 85332) Phyllis died as a result of congestive
heart failure. I will remain at North Ranch Rainbow Park through
the winter months and travel to Oregon for the summer. Our family
requests that, in memorium recognition, any donations be made to
the Escapees CARE Center (escapeescare.org).

We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before submitting
a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

ESCAPEES NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
HOLIDAY HOURS FOR 2019
The Escapees RV Club National Headquarters observes
national holidays to coincide with post office closures.
For your convenience, the dates for 2019 are listed

below. Please remember that Escapees mail service and
the club business office will be closed on these dates, so
be sure to call ahead for your mail.
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• January 1—New Year’s Day
• January 21—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
• February 18—President’s Day
• April 19—Good Friday (Easter)
• May 27—Memorial Day
• July 4—Independence Day
• September 2—Labor Day
• October 14—Columbus Day
• November 11—Veteran’s Day
• November 28 & 29—Thanksgiving Day (2 days)
• December 24—Christmas Eve
• December 25—Christmas Day
• December 31—New Year’s Eve

Preserve the privilege of overnight parking.
Follow the code and encourage others to follow it, too!

Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVERS GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Club News (weekly updates on events and member benefits)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)

Association Specials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
Escapees Roadside Assistance
Tire Discount
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Product and service discounts
CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$399*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE PAID
at
Livingston, TX
and additional
mailing offices

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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protect your adventures

RV Warranty Coverage for the Road Ahead
800.939.2806

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

