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Thoughts for the Road

“If your dream is important enough
to you, then you, too, will find the
way to make it happen. It doesn’t
matter if that dream is to start
your own business or to sell your
house to become a full-time RVer.
Once you have committed your dream to a goal, there
is always a way to make it happen. It is only our own
expectations of how it will be achieved that sometimes
gets in the way. The answer may be something we never
imagined, but if we are locked into thinking that there is
just one way to do it, and that way doesn’t work out, the
defeatist attitude will set in. We will throw our hands up
and say, “I tried, and it can’t be done.”
If an obstacle is blocking the way, change your
position and look at it from a different angle. In other
words, keep your mind open to all possibilities.”
AN EXCERPT FROM ESCAPEES MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2000
ESCAPEES.COM/ABOUTUS
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“Good times with good
friends are what make
the holidays so special.”
The chill of winter may be on the
way, but it doesn’t stop Escapees’
wheels from turning. They are
heading south with their sights
set on beautiful scenery, fun
events and exciting destinations.

T
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his issue is a learning tool on many
levels. New RVers can learn the ropes
on how to leave the RV nest early,
establish domicile and make sure their
Texas driver’s license is updated correctly.
For those who are gifting this holiday
season, you’ll find ideas for both children and
adults that are useful and small-space friendly. It can be a challenge to find an RVers’ gift
that is valuable and easy to carry along, so
let us take the guesswork out for you.
Of course, there is nothing better than
a warm-weather getaway during the
cold-weather season. This issue includes a
few warmer destinations to consider that can
be reached by RV, air and even by boat!
Inevitably, the winter season brings people
together, either by mingling indoors or by
gathering around a cozy campfire. Learn
about opportunities to meet new friends.
Whether it’s through a special interest group,
club event or simply joining in with neighbors
at an RV park, this is the best season for
sharing the RV lifestyle. Set up the grill, pull
out the board games and line up chairs
around the fire. Good times with good friends
are what make the holidays so special.
You can always count on Escapees events
to be fun, adventurous and a valuable
learning experience. If you haven’t yet joined
an Escapees gathering, check the following
pages for an event that meets your needs.
Who knows, you may even receive the
perfect gift—the gift of RVing friends.
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On the Cover
Brock Brinkerhoff #131442
took this photo on the cliff’s
edge at Badlands National
Park in South Dakota. It’s a
free camping area north of the
entrance when traveling south
from Wall, South Dakota.
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Set out for Full-Time
adventure with a
low-rate RV loan

Fixed APR* as low as

5.19

%

$25,000+

Rates accurate as of 10/01/18. See website for current rates and terms.

New

•

Used

•

Refinance

No matter where the road takes you, an affordable RV loan from Essex Credit can make your trek more rewarding.
Whether you’re financing a new or used RV for full-time use, or refinancing an existing loan, our dedicated,
experienced consultants can help put you behind the wheel of your dream motorhome. And with our simple online
application, securing a loan couldn’t be easier. So visit our website or call 866-377-3948 today to take advantage
of the great outdoors, and our low, fixed APR.

Apply online at EssexCredit.com/escapees

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 4 year loan term; individual rate may vary based on loan amount and term. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit
approval. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. APR applied to the loan is the
APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2007 model year or newer. Maximum
loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score. Collateral value established using NADA wholesale
value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Other rates with different loan terms are available. See our website for current rates and terms for financing
full-timers. Example of a Full-Timer RV loan: A $65,000 loan for 4 years with an APR of 5.19% has 48 monthly payments of $1,502.50 each.
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

© 2018 Bank of the West. Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California.

NMLS ID 19116

HOP ABOARD; LETS CRUISE!

PAY N
1/2 D2OLWATER
AND 1R/ YOUR
FO
T.
HOP EVEN

HAWAII
ISLANDS—KILAUEA VOLCANO
February 20–March 9, 2019 San Diego, California

n.
registratio
ailable at
Option av available with
Not
Ps.
cruise HO

Price Range: $2,224—$3,374

Join us for this fantastic 17-night, round-trip cruise from San Diego, California, circling four
islands with five stops. Enjoy seeing the beautiful Hawaiian Islands aboard Holland America’s
Ms. Eurodam. These islands have crystal-clear ocean waters, pristine beaches, tropical flowers
and breath-taking natural beauty. Cruising the active Kilauea Volcano on this Hawaii Cruise is
the best way to see Mother Nature at her finest.

Head Out Programs are created and
customized for all RV’ers.

PANAMA
CANAL
April 10–21, 2019 Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Price Range: $1,950—$2,609

Magazine

What a grand time you are going to have on this 11-day, round-trip cruise. You are invited to
take this opportunity to experience the Panama Canal aboard the comfort of Holland America’s ship, Ms. Zuiderdam. Leaving Ft. Lauderdale, ports-of-call include: Half Moon Cay, Bahamas;
Oranjestad, Aruba; Willemstad, Curacao; Cartagena, Colombia; Colon, Panama; Puerto Limon, San Jose
and Costa Rica. All these excursions, coupled with the expansion called the “third locks,” which doubled
the capacity of the Panama Canal, you are sure to have a lifetime of memories!

ESCAPEES
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UPCOMING HOP EVENTS
ROSE PARADE HOP

DECEMBER 27, 2018—JANUARY 3, 2019

Pasadena, California
Price Range: $995—$1,990

CUBA-KEY WEST
CRUISE HOP

MARDI GRAS HOP

GUNS AND AMMO HOP

MARCH 1–6, 2019

FEBRUARY 12—17, 2019

New Orleans, Louisiana
Price Range: $1,565—$2,365

MARCH 22, 2019, Tucson, Arizona
Price PP: Revolver: $47
Price PP: Semi-auto: $47
Price PP: Both revolver and semi-auto: $62

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Price PP: $848—$898

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS

registration@escapees.com | Land HOPs: 936-327-8873 | Cruises: 855-757-8881

7
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FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

ESCAPEES

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!

*EVENT PRICES ARE BASED ON ONE TO TWO RV OCCUPANTS ONLY.

TUCSON AND
THE WILD WEST HOP

OSHKOSH AIR SHOW HOP

ALASKA CRUISE HOP

THE CARIBBEAN CRUISE HOP

JULY 21–28, 2019

AUGUST 4–11, 2019

OCTOBER 20–27, 2019

MARCH 22, 2019

Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Price: $510—$780

Seattle, Washington
Price PP: $1,399–$2,139

Galveston, Texas
Price PP: $547–$877

Tucson, Arizona
Price PP: $90

Weight and Safety

“I carry all these
emergency supplies
while traveling, and I
have used the first-aid
kit, warning triangles
and battery pack.”

The RVer’s
Ultimate
Survival Guide
TO ORDER, CALL
936-327-8873, OR VISIT
WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/STORE.
AVAILABLE IN BOOK OR CD

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp Instructor

Magazine

After completing an Escapees RVers Boot Camp, many attendees ask me for a
list of emergency equipment items they need to carry in their RV. The list can be
extremely long in order to be prepared for every type of emergency; however,
here are the top six items everyone should keep in their RV.

ESCAPEES
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• Fire extinguishers: Keep a minimum of four fire extinguishers in the RV
and an additional extinguisher in the tow vehicle.
• First-aid kit: Useful for medical emergencies
• Window-breaking/seatbelt-cutting tool: Handy to break out a window
and to cut a seatbelt when needed.
• Three warning triangles: Provides warning to other drivers when you
must stop on the roadside.
• Battery pack: Useful for jump-starting a vehicle and recharging a cell
phone.
• Leather gloves: Have one set for each RV occupant.
I carry all these emergency supplies while traveling, and I have used
the first-aid kit, warning triangles and battery pack. These are only a few
emergency equipment items that you should consider for your RV travels.
Visit www.escapees.com/basic-roadside-emergency-list to view a complete
list of items.  

November/December 2018

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available.
Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 717-805-3400
(Opening October 15, 2018)

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 936-327-8873
The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights for
your RV, toad and tow vehicle, and it
will help you trim the pounds if needed.
SmartWeigh weighing is
available at Escapade!
www.escapees.com/
smartweigh

Hit the road with

50% Savings off Campsites!
PASSPORT

AMERICA
Pays for itself the
first time you use it!

The ‘Original’ & World’s Largest 50% Discount Camping Club with over 1800
Quality Resorts & Campgrounds all across the USA, Canada, & Mexico!
Benefits of Becoming a Passport America Member:

Receive the All-New International Camping Directory, personalized
50% Discount Travel Card and RV decal.
FREE All-New & Improved MY PASSPORT AMERICA mobile app featuring nearby parks, trip routing, new utilities and more!
FREE weekly Newsblast about Passport America campgrounds plus
related RV news.
ALL-NEW FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates and valuable
information online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com
Economical rates (up to 25% savings) on MyRVmail.com - Passport
America’s mail forwarding service.
FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with new park updates.
Plus a friendly and professional staff who is always happy to serve you!

Get Your 50% DISCOUNT CAMPING CARD TODAY! Call Now & Start Saving! 1.800.681.6810
Sign-Up Now & Start Saving - Call 1.800.681.6810 or Join Online at www.passportamerica.com.
Code: GBSKP

Name:

1 Year

Email:
Address:
City:

$88

2 Years
State:

Zip:

Phone:

I have enclosed check/money order in the amount of $
Make payable to Passsport America in US Funds.

.

SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

BEST
VALUE

$132
Reg.

Plus 3
Months FREE

$79

Plus 4
Months FREE

(You Save $11.00)

(You Save $23.00)

EXPIRATION DATE

Plus 6

FREE
$109 Months
(You Save $45.00)

New membership only!

Charge my:

CARD NUMBER

3 Years

Reg.

$44

Please add $5 shipping inside USA or
$25 shipping outside the USA (US Funds).
Mail to:
Passport America
5713 Hwy 85 North, Crestview, FL 32536
Or Call 1.800.681.6810 or Fax: 1.850.398.6159

Did you know students who completed
RVers Boot Camp may qualify for a
discount on their RV insurance?*
For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES:
NOVEMBER 9–11, 2018

MARCH 14–16, 2019

FEBRUARY 1–3, 2019

APRIL 26–28, 2019

Rainbow's End
Livingston, Texas

North Ranch
Congress, Arizona

MARCH 1–3, 2019
Loyd Park
Grand Prairie, Texas

Escapade 2019
Tucson, Arizona

SKP ACRE
Pine Mountain RV Resort
Pine Mountain, Georgia

For more information, call

AUGUST 20–22, 2019

or to register for an event, visit

The Mill Casino & RV Park
North Bend, Oregon

936-327-8873

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

RV Gadget Box

Boeshield T9

Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

RVs are exposed to the extremes of weather. Our rigs
hang out at the beach, bake in the sun and endure the
rain and snow. Rust and corrosion are commonplace, and
we want our RV to last a long time—right?

BOESHIELD T-9®
AVAILABLE IN SPRAY CANS, SQUEEZE BOTTLES AND GALLONS

boeshield.com
PMS Products Inc.
76 Veterans Dr., #110
Holland, MI 49423
800-962-1732

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.
A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS

FIND TERMS, CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT GADGETBOX.ESCAPEES.COM.

November/December 2018
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removal product, RustFree, that can
be used to remove existing rust before
applying T9. Prices range from $4 for
a 1-oz. bottle, to $120 for a gallon. A
12-oz. spray can is under $20.
Available on Amazon, Walmart.
com, Camping World and Bass Pro
shops, to name a few.

ESCAPEES
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’ve been using a product for many years that is just
what RVers need: Boeshield T9®. This product is not
your average lubricant. T-9 was developed by Boeing
to provide long-term metal protection and lubrication. It penetrates crevices deeply, displaces moisture,
dissolves minor corrosion and leaves a clean, waxy,
waterproof film that won’t wash off in rain, puddles or
mud. The dried film isn’t sticky, so it won’t attract dirt
like other spray lubricants.
Spray Boeshield T-9® on and wipe off the excess.
It won’t harm paint, plastic, rubber, fiberglass or vinyl,
and it can be used on engines, wiring and belts. I use it
on all areas of my RV, including door hinges, sliding window tracks, locks and latches, roof vent cranks, awning
hardware and hitch parts. It even keeps my motorcycle
chain from rusting!
Grab a spray can and add it to your toolbox. It can
be used on almost anything that needs lubrication
or corrosion protection. Boeshield® also offers a rust

“The dried film isn’t
sticky, so it won’t
attract dirt like other
spray lubricants.”

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

Slide-out Failure
Q. I have a 1999 Winnebago Grand
Tour Vectra, with an HWH hydraulic
system to control my two slide-outs
and an auto leveling system. Recently,
I retracted the bedroom slide. Now,
I can hear the pump run, but it will
not move at all. I have checked the
fluid, looked for leaks and checked
the fuses and wiring. The wires all
appear to be okay and the fuses are
all good. To rule out the pump, I briefly
engaged the retract switch for the
living room slide. I began to retract it
and was able to extend it again, but I
only moved it an inch or so for fear of
creating another problem. Is there a
manual available for these systems?
Pump and tank are one unit, four
pressure solenoids above the tank
for leveling system and four on back
side for slides. Which is correct? Also,
there’s an external relay that appears
to be an oversized starter relay.
What can I do?

Phantom Loads

Q. I’m having a problem with the battery on my 2006 BT Cruiser 5291
(Gulfstream). I had a slide leak in 2011 and drove to Elkhart, Indiana, to have it
repaired. The repairmen had to remove the dinette slide to rebuild the floor,
and now my coach battery loses its charge in four days. Even after I bought new
batteries and a new converter box, if I don’t keep the rig plugged in to power, it
will die on me. While boondocking overnight and running my small Fantastic fan
on low, three hours later my coach battery alarm was screaming. The only way
to stop the alarm is to run the engine. It takes an hour to charge when I’m idling;
however, while driving, it will stop in 10 minutes. What is your suggestion?
Carolyn
A. The fact that this started after repairs to your RV makes me wonder
if there is a wiring issue. However, it could also be a phantom load that is
draining your battery. A phantom load is a 12V light or device that is continuously drawing DC current and, consequently, running down your battery. It
might be a compartment light that has been left on, or perhaps an Inverter,
which will draw quite a bit of current even in standby. Built-in stereo systems
can also draw current even when off, though they usually don’t draw enough
to cause a problem. Virtually any device in your RV that runs on 12V power
could be the culprit.
+12-VOLTS TO
FUSE BOX

TO GROUND

+12-VOLTS TO
FUSE BOX

TO GROUND

Magazine
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A. It sounds like a valve problem.
There’s a valve body that directs
the hydraulic fluid to the proper
cylinders, and solenoids control the
valve actions. Sometimes one of the
solenoids will fail and the slide that
it is supposed to serve won’t move.
First, use a tool or small hammer
and tap on each of the solenoid
bodies. Sometimes they stick. Also,
check the electrical wiring to the
solenoids. Oftentimes, reseating a
connector can get it going again.
Visit www.hwhcorp.com to access
manuals and technical support. If
you can identify a bad solenoid, it’s
not that hard to replace. However,
the problem may be electrical, like
something failing in the controller.
Those systems are complex, so it
might be best to have a technician
look at it. Thankfully, the slide
stopped in the “in” position.
November/December 2018

Phantom Load
Meter Hookup

METER MAY
OPTIONALLY BE
PLACED HERE
ON 6-VOLT
BATTERIES

12-Volt Batteries

6-Volt Batteries

The first step is to determine whether there is a phantom load. Unplug
from shore power and turn all lights, fans and DC devices off, including the
refrigerator. Then, using a meter on the “amps” setting, you will disconnect
the battery cable from either the positive or the negative terminal on your
house battery and use the meter to measure the current being drawn from
the battery. All you need to do is place one-meter probe on the battery terminal and the other probe on the cabling that you removed. (See illustration
above.) Any standby current draw over 1/2 amp needs to be tracked down.
You can do this by pulling DC fuses one by one until the load disappears. This
will help narrow it down to a circuit.
If you do not find a phantom load on the battery, then the problem may
be in the charge side of the system. In other words, the house battery is not
being charged properly even when you run the engine or plug in to AC power.
This would require a technician to conduct specialized testing.
If any of my suggestions are beyond your comfort level to tinker with, any
competent RV shop should be able to troubleshoot the problem.

Mark, My Words

Towing Questions

TOW VEHICLE
SELECTION
Q. We’re looking for the perfect car to
tow behind our Sprinter 2500 Great
Western motorhome. We would like
an automatic transmission with allwheel drive as this will also serve as
our everyday car. Is there a vehicle we
can tow with all four wheels down?
Sidney

Ellen
A. I looked up your vehicle in the Motorhome
magazine, 2012 Dinghy Towing Guide, and it
does not appear that it can be towed fourdown without modification. You will either
have to modify the car with a lube pump
or driveshaft disconnect or use a tow dolly.
To be sure, check the owner’s manual and
look for a section on towing or recreational
towing. It will tell you what the towing restrictions are for your vehicle.
Tow dollies are typically licensed as a
trailer and are not the easiest device to use.
HOW TO TOW
You have to drive the car up onto the dolly
LIKE A PRO
and then securely strap the front wheels of
ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES
FOR SAFE TRAVEL
your car to it every time you are ready to
MORE THAN 100 TOWABLES tow. I would suggest modifying the vehicle
for four-down towing and have it fitted with a
tow bar. It will be a lot easier for you to deal
with as you travel.
Vehicles that are not towable four-down can be modified with either
a transmission lube pump or a driveshaft disconnect. Remco makes the
lube pumps and disconnects. For pumps, visit www.remcoindustries.com/
product-pages/towing. Driveshaft disconnects are available from Superior
Driveline at www.remcodsc.com. Which one you use will be determined by
your vehicle’s type of drivetrain.
Four-down towing will require a supplemental brake system. Most tow
dollies have automatic brakes.
There are many tow bar manufacturers out there, and all produce quality
products. A service facility, or your local Camping World, should be able to
help you sort it all out, procure the necessary equipment and install and
configure it.
2012 GUIDE TO

Supplement to MotorHome March 2012 www.motorhomemagazine.com

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM

November/December 2018
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the large
volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will be edited.
Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark, My
Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.

ESCAPEES

A. The 2500 chassis is fairly light,
so you will need to consider weight
ratings in your selection process.
I looked up that chassis, and it
has a gross combination weight
rating (GCWR) of 13,500 lbs. That
means that the total weight of
the RV and what it is towing can’t
exceed 13,500 lbs. That chassis
has a gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR) of 8,550 lbs. That gives you
about a 5,000 lb. towing capacity,
assuming you are loading the RV
to approximately its gross weight
rating. So, the vehicle you choose to
tow should be well under 5,000 lbs.
In fact, the lighter the better.
Now, let’s look at how to identify
a vehicle that is towable four-down. I
have found no better resource than
the Dinghy Towing Guides, published
yearly by Motorhome magazine. Go
to www.motorhome.com, click on
“Dinghy” and then, “Downloadable
Dinghy Guides.” Current years are
free; older issues are $2. These
guides list manufacturer-approved
flat-towable cars, trucks and SUVs.
Always verify the vehicle’s towing
capabilities and restrictions by
checking the owner’s manual.
There may be several steps to
prepare the vehicle for towing.
Following these procedures is
critical! Failure to follow the manufacturer’s towing restrictions can
result in severe transmission damage not covered under warranty.

Q. I am a 60-year-old, single woman who became a full-time RVer two years ago
when I purchased a new 2012 Winnebago 32-foot Access Premier. It has taken
all this time for me to summon the courage to try towing my car, a 2012 Kia Rio
Hatchback, that weighs approximately 2,500 lbs. and has a width of 67.7 inches.
I spent time in Livingston and took advantage of the Escapees SmartWeigh
program. The attendant who weighed my RV suggested I contact you regarding
a few questions I have about towing.
• Do I need a dolly, or can the car be towed with a bar?
• What equipment do you suggest that would be safe and easy for me to
handle?
• If you recommend a dolly, would a lightweight be a consideration?
• Do I need to purchase separate brakes and lights?
• I usually have my RV maintenance performed at a Camping World. If I can’t
purchase the equipment there, where can I purchase it, and have it installed?
• Does a dolly have to be licensed? My RV and car are registered in Texas.

Escapade

Tucson, AZ

JOIN ESCAPEES’ LARGEST GATHERING OF THE YEAR!
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By DUANE AND JEAN MATHES #115955
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March 1 7 –22, 2019
Tucson, Arizona
Plan now to enjoy a busy week of fun, fellowship and festivities in Tucson, Arizona,
at the 59th Escapade, the largest yearly gathering of the Escapees community.
Many friendships made at Escapades flourish for a lifetime. We are often asked
by first-time attendees if they’ll feel like an outsider in a group where so many
know each other. The answer is a resounding, “absolutely not!” Each year, “first
timers” make up an average of 50 percent of the attendance at Escapade. Those
who are new to Escapade quickly realize the warm welcome Escapees so willingly
give, and their apprehension fades away. They soon see themselves as a valued
member of the community. There are no strangers at Escapade!
November/December 2018

Escapade

“If you haven’t already registered, now is
the time. You still have a chance to take
advantage of early-bird pricing being
offered through January 31, 2019.”

For pricing information or to download a registration form,
visit the Escapees RV Club Website. If you have questions or
prefer to register by phone, please call 936-327-8873 and
ask for Escapade registration.

ESCAPEES

RV Education and More

Escapade is proud to provide a wide
variety of seminars and workshops.
Featured speakers, market exhibitors
and presentations by fellow attendees are offered to help you glean
knowledge and boost confidence.
Whether you’re interested in the
technical aspects of driving and
maintaining your RV, options for staying healthy on the road or learning
how to find free or inexpensive
camping options, you’ll find topics
related to each and much more.
You’ll find a sampling of seminars
offered when you visit the website.

15
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Escapade
Children Attend Free

Kidscapade, brought to you by Fulltime Families,
provides your child an opportunity to participate in fun
activities while enjoying the company of other children
at Escapade. Rest assured, your kids will be in a safe
environment while you attend seminars. Kidscapade is
offered as a free service, and all kids are welcome.

Back by popular demand!

Once again, Escapade’s Got Talent will take place
Wednesday evening. If you’ve got a talent to share,
you’ll be given the chance to perform on the Escapade
stage in front of an excited audience. Sign-ups will be
available upon arrival.
Plan to cook up your favorite recipe of chili in the
ever-popular Escapade Hair-raising Chili Cook-off. Each
year, cooks compete for the title of Chili Champ in this
fun, friendly competition. Two winners are chosen—
one by a panel of independent judges, and one by
attendees who vote by leaving money at the table of
the chili they feel is best. The contestant that collects
the most money wins! All funds collected are donated
to Escapees CARE. For more information and official
rules, visit escapees.com/escapade.

Escapade Marketplace

The market is comprised of friendly, knowledgeable exhibitors! Many are also RVers and can help you make informed
decisions regarding your purchases. Shop ’til you drop, or
until your wish list’s complete at the Escapade marketplace.
Start preparing your RV shopping list now. For information
about vendor space availability, sponsorships or exhibiting
RV-related items, contact duane@escapees.com.

Post Tucson Escapade HOPs

Magazine

After a busy week at Escapade, relax with
a HOP or two! HOPs are fun and exciting
events you can share with fellow Escapees.
Sit back and enjoy and let us do the driving.

ESCAPEES
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Guns and Ammo HOP
March 22, 2019

Let’s get together for a fun, friendly shooting competition! This HOP will give you the opportunity to
participate in safe gun-handling skills in a competitive,
yet friendly, environment. There will be two classes of
competitions, revolver and semi-auto. You may choose
revolver, semi-auto or both. A prize will be presented to
the best shooter in each of these two competitions.
Attendees must provide their own ammo, revolver
and/or semi-auto, plus eye and ear protection. You must
already know how to shoot and operate a weapon safely.
Please, no first-time shooters.
Prices: Revolver, $47 pp; semi-auto, $47 pp; both
revolver and semi-auto: $62 pp.
For further details on these and other HOP events,
visit Escapees.com/HOPs. To register, call 936-327-8873
or e-mail hopinfo@escapees.com.
November/December 2018

Tucson and the Wild West HOP
Friday, March 22, 2019 • Price: $90 pp

Board a luxury coach with a local, knowledgeable tour
guide for this exciting HOP. Enjoy beautiful, scenic
views of the countryside, mountains and deserts, while
learning about the rich Western heritage of Tucson,
Tombstone and surrounding area. Here is a sampling of
what you’ll experience on this exciting HOP:
• Scenic drive through Tucson Mountain Park, a part of
the beautiful Sonoran Desert
• Visit the Old Tucson Film Studios, a re-creation of an
old 1880s Western town built by Columbia Studios
• Watch gunfights on the street and live shows in the
Grand Palace.
• Stroll through the Movie Museum and Native Village.
• Ride on the Old Tucson Train and take a guided
walking tour.
• Visit the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum where over
200 native mammals, reptiles, amphibians, insects and
birds call home.
• Experience the beautiful Mission San Xavier del Bac.
Built in the 1700s, and known as “The White Dove of
the Desert,” this Catholic mission is a national historic
landmark and is considered to be one of the finest
examples of Spanish Colonial architecture.

Escapade
Featured Entertainment and Activities

We’re excited to bring Redhead Express to the
Escapade stage Monday evening. Redhead Express
is a four-sister act who perform some of the sweetest
sounds around. Originally from Alaska, they’ve been
touring the U.S. for over 10 years and have opened for
artists such as Clint Black, Diamond Rio, Trace Adkins
and many more. Their genres of music incorporates
America folk with a little jazz, blues, rock and pop
mixed in. Some refer to their style as folk-pop, folkrock or alternative country. However, no matter what
they sing, it’s uniquely their own. You don’t want to
miss their high-energy, family-friendly show.

Escapade Farewell Fiesta

Just when you think Escapade is winding down, get
ready for a fantastic evening of fun with your Escapees
friends at the Escapade Farewell Fiesta! Feast on street
food from local venders, dance and sing along to local
Tucson band, “No Reply.” Expect fun for all ages as
the Escapees community gathers for one last evening
together under the desert sky.

Register Now

If you haven’t already registered, now is the time. You
still have a chance to take advantage of early-bird
pricing being offered through January 31, 2019. After
this date, you can still register; however, it will cost
more. Full-hookup and electric/water sites always sell
out ahead of the event. Ample boondocking sites are
available up until the start of Escapade.

ESCAPEES
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Escapees RVers Boot Camp

Escapees SmartWeigh

Escapees RVers Boot Camp will take place March 14–16, 2019,
prior to Escapade. It’s a wonderful way to increase your RV
confidence to a whole new level and add three days of fun and
education to Escapade. For details and registration, visit www.
escapees.com/bootcamp.

The SmartWeigh team will be on hand with the Escapees
SmartWeigh program. Have your RV professionally weighed to
make sure that you are operating safely and within legal limits.
Visit www.escapees.com/smartweigh for more information.
Visit the SmartWeigh booth near the market area to schedule
your personal weighing session.
November/December 2018

SKP Stops

CAPULIN VOLCANO NATIONAL MONUMENT
Capulin, New Mexico

44 Volcano Road, Capulin, NM 88414 • 575)-278-2201 • www.nps.gov/cavo

Elaine and Buddy at Capulin
Volucano National Monument.
PHOTO BY BUDDY OVERBY #90710

On a lightly traveled byway, in the northeast corner of New
Mexico, is Capulin Volcano National Monument, one of the
National Park Services unique and beautiful units.

Magazine
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y husband, Buddy, and I enjoyed several
days in the area and explored the monument
multiple times. The volcano “erupted into
existence 60,000 years ago,” according to
the National Park Service (NPS) brochure we picked
up at the visitor center. As the superheated lava debris
solidified, it formed a cinder cone volcano. The volcano’s
cone is over 1,300 feet above the surrounding plains and
8,182 feet above sea level.
Over time, as the cinder cone stabilized, plants took
root and the volcanic rock slowly changed into soil.
We learned that cinder cones typically have only one
period of activity. Capulin is extinct and will probably
never erupt again. However, since it is in the RatonClayton Volcanic Field, the possibility exists for another
cinder cone to form.
We enjoyed several hikes, including the Crater Rim
Trail, where the views were stunning. The Boca Trail
takes you out into lava flows, lava lakes, lava tubes and
a spatter hill as you traverse this two-mile loop. On a
clear day, you can see New Mexico, Texas, Colorado and
Oklahoma from the Crater Rim Trail at its highest point.
At the visitor center, you can acquire the information you need for your visit, as well as exhibits, a film
and a bookstore. There is an entrance fee, but with an

November/December 2018

NPS Senior Access Pass, your visit is free. Along with
hiking, this national monument also offers birding,
picnicking and wildflower viewing in late spring and
early summer.
The facilities, services and programs are accessible to
all. The visitor center, rest rooms, picnic area, nature trail
(located at the visitor center) and Crater Rim parking
area are all wheelchair-accessible. Service animals are
welcome, but all other pets must be on a leash and
attended. Pets are only allowed on the nature walk; they
are prohibited on all other trails.
There is no camping within the monument, but it is
available in surrounding towns. We stayed at Capulin
RV Park, located at 7 S. Santa Fe Avenue, Capulin, N.M.
88414. (575-278-2921, callhalls@bacavalley.com www.
caulinrvark.com) It is a clean, neat little campground.
You can probably find other camping if you go west of
Capulin, in Raton, or east, in Clayton, but we were quite
happy with Capulin RV Park for our purposes.
There are places to eat outside the Monument. We
stopped twice at Sierra Grande Restaurant on Hwy
64/87, east of Des Moines, New Mexico. It’s not much
to look at, but the homemade pie and rolled enchilada
plate were both quite good.
Although Capulin Volcano is in a remote corner of New
Mexico, it is worth a visit. The views are breathtaking. As
my fellow-traveler and dear husband said, “This may not
be the end of the world, but you can see it from here!”
Elaine Overby #9071O

SKP Stops

TEXAS COASTAL BIRDING
Beaumont, Texas

505 Willow Street, Beaumont, Texas 77701
409-880-3749, www.beaumontcvb.com/birder

PHOTO BY CAROL WEISHAMPEL #80679

Birders lugging large cameras, artists backpacking
sketchbooks, watercolors and brushes, and nature lovers
with binoculars flock to southeast Texas. Located in both
the Central and Mississippi migratory flyways, the city
of Beaumont is 40 miles from the Big Thicket National
Preserve, swamps, wetlands, marsh and the Gulf Coast.
Texas Parks and Wildlife have accredited 28 Great Texas
Coastal Birding Trails in the area.
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hether breeding, wintering over or migrating,
over 600 bird species can be found in Texas,
and 42 percent of them can be spotted at
Cattail Marsh, in Beaumont.
Follow the birds from 40 miles north of Beaumont to
the coast on US Highway 287. Travel through the Big
Thicket National Preserve, the first preserve set aside by
the National Park Service. The visitor center will provide
directions to vast and varied biological sanctuaries from
dark, dense bottomland, hardwood forests, arid sandy
lands, flood plains, cypress and baygall bogs, swamps
and wetland estuaries. Who would expect snowy egrets
and roadrunners to be neighbors?
Village Creek State Park, part of the preserve, offers
river trails for boating, forest hiking trails, swamps and
creeks. The park is located east of Lumberton, Texas,
and there is a small RV park with rest rooms.
Within the city of Beaumont, I have watched 16 pairs
of yellow-crowned night herons and/or great blue herons
nest 30 to 40 feet up in live oak trees. I’ve also seen

indigo buntings, a rose-breasted grosbeck, a yellowcrested warbler, cattle egrets and many song birds.
Cattail Marsh, south of I-10, located in Tyrrell Park, is a
birders’ paradise. In the 900 acres of wetlands traversed
by 12 miles of gravel trails, birders have identified over
350 species of wading and shore birds. A 520-foot
boardwalk entices nature lovers to observe alligators and
nutria (a large semiaquatic rodent) as well as migrating
and nesting birds. Curlew and glossy ibis probe the mud
flats, while nesting bald eagles soar above distant pines.
Driving west on I-10, then south on State 124 at
Winnie, Texas, birders can explore Anahuac National
Wildlife Refuge’s 30,000 acres.
From Beaumont, follow US 287 to Port Arthur,
Texas. Continue south past the refineries, on Texas 87,
to Sabine Pass, Texas. Continuing on 87, Texas Point
National Wildlife Refuge will be on the left with 9,000
acres of salt water, brackish marsh and upland ridges
accessible by trails. Further on the right is another
birding hotspot, the Texas Ornithological Society’s
Sabine Woods Sanctuary. Highway 87 ends at Sea Rim
State Park on the Gulf, where you can explore the park’s
4,000 acres of marsh and lakes, boardwalks and trails
and five miles of beach shore. RV sites are available.
Beaumont is birding headquarters for globally unique
ecosystems and diverse habitats. Contact the Beaumont
Convention and Visitors Bureau for the Beaumont
birding package and a free copy of the book, The Best
Birding on the Upper Texas Gulf Coast.
Carol Weishampel #80679, grandmas_onthego@yahoo.com

SKP Stops

DUNLAWTON SUGAR MILL GARDENS
Port Orange, Florida

950 Old Sugar Mill Rd, Port Orange, FL 32129 • www.dunlawtonsugarmillgardens.org • 386-767-1735

We found this hidden gem in Port Orange, Florida. The
10-acre Dunlawton Sugar Mill Gardens is an historical site
as well as a botanical garden.
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rom 1804 to 1856, various families owned this
land as a sugar mill plantation. It was burned
during the Second Seminole Indian War, but a
new owner rebuilt it. In 1856, during the Third
Seminole Indian War, it was burned again. During the
Civil War, the sugar mill kettles were used to produce
salt for preserving food.
As early as 1939, people began to visit the site,
thinking it to be an old Spanish mission. In the 1950s,
Dr. Perry Sperber leased the land to create an amusement park called “Bongoland.” Due to lack of interest, it
did not stay open long. Five of the concrete dinosaurs
from the amusement park are still there. The land sat
neglected until 1985, when a local nurseryman formed
“The Botanical Gardens of Volusia, Inc.,” which leased
the property from the county. Their current mission is to
educate local gardeners about what can grow in the area
as well as to create a beautiful place for visitors to enjoy.
And beautiful it is!

SKP Stops Information

• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on location and
the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Short stories of 300 to 500 words are ideal. Submissions that
are illegible, inappropriate or considered advertisements may be excluded. Due to limited space, submissions will be edited.
• Photos: Photos are included on a space-available basis. Include the name
of anyone in the photo and name of the photographer.

Much of the sugar mill equipment is still there along
with detailed information boards explaining the history of
the land and the process of producing sugar out of sugar
cane. The gardens are a popular spot for photographs of
special occasions and for weddings and memorial ceremonies in the outdoor chapel. Check their website for the
specifics of renting the gardens for personal use.
We spent over an hour walking all the paths, enjoying
the many beautiful sections of differing plant life and
sitting on benches taking in the scenery.
The gardens are located at 950 Old Sugar Mill Road,
Port Orange, Florida (N 29° 8’ 26” W 81° 0’ 22”).
Limited parking is across the road from the entrance.
Our 22-foot camper fit, but I would not take a longer
vehicle. They are open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
daily, except Christmas and New Year’s Day. There is no
admission fee, but they do appreciate donations.
Article and photo by Joyce Space #61818

Looking for more things to do in Florida?
Turn to page 68 of this issue to read “Off-the-beaten-path
adventures, Central Florida Destinations,” by Randy DeVaul.

Guidelines and Helpful Hints

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Photos must be high resolution.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston,
TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOADING ONLINE AT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/MAGAZINE-GUIDELINES.
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The original AGM manufacturers for the Marine and RV industry
COVER TO
CONTAINER
SEAL

SEALED, PRESURE
RELIEF SAFETY
VALVES

LIFTING HANDLES

COPPER ALLOY
TERMINALS

INTERCELL
CONNECTIONS
THICK PLATES
AND HIGH
DENSITY OXIDE
PASTE MATERIAL
ABSORBENT
GLASS MAT (AGM)
SEPARATOR
POLYETHYLENE
ENVELOPE

REINFORCED COPOLYMER
POLYPROPYLENE CONTAINER
AND COVER

Lifeline, a pioneer in AGM technology, was
developed in 1985 for military aircraft.
Lifeline’s series of maintenance free deep
cycle batteries has been the leading AGM
battery in the Marine and Motor Coach
industry for the past 15 years. To learn
more about Lifeline Batteries, contact us
or visit LifelineBatteries.com
LIFELINE BATTERIES, INC.
292 E. Arrow Hwy
San Dimas, CA 91773
800-527-3224
www.lifelinebatteries.com

SkyMed ULTIMATE
TAKES YOU HOME TRAVEL PLAN

WHAT WOULD YOU DO
IN AN EMERGENCY?
SkyMed members simply call our toll-free number
and speak to a caring SkyMed representative

24 SEVEN 365.
Escapees RV Club Members Qualify For Association Discounts
Attend A SkyMed Meeting For Details

NO
ONE
DOES IT BETTER

800-679-2020

www.skymed.com

The highest level of
roadside assistance
for RVers at $99/year.

Premium RV roadside assistance and benefits
Escapees RV Club is proud to bring you Escapees
Roadside Assistance. This program, powered
by SafeRide Motor Club, offers the highest
level of roadside assistance for RVers at an
affordable price: only $99/year!

Towing • 24/7 Tech Assistance
Mobile Mechanic • Jump-starts
Unlimited Service Calls
Mobile Tire Assistance and more!

For more information, call 877-803-3075.

www.escapees.com/roadsideassistance

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE

I read the article, “RV insurance,”
in the July/August issue. It appears
to make recommendations about
insurance if you have a new, almostnew or a unique/custom RV. But, what
about the rest of us? What insurance
is recommended for those of us who
have RVs that are over two years old?
Kathryn Carver #98831

If you owe money on your RV, it’s fairly
common to owe more than the RV is
worth due to depreciation. If this is the
case, there may be options available to
you. Speak to both your finance company
and your insurance agent.

Bob Isbell, Licensed Insurance Agent
FCIS (Farm and City Insurance Services),
800-331-1520

A spirit of caring and sharing connects the park to Olympic Peninsula organizations through year-round contributions of food, toys, personal items and
other necessities. Activities at annual Coho Days in July, a Christmas for the
Children toy social in August, barbecues, auctions and food drives are held
to benefit a variety of groups. Dedicated baskets at the clubhouse always
welcome contributions.
The donations are passed on to local Olympic Peninsula organizations,
which include veterans groups, family shelters, the local food bank and
Christmas charities.
Evergreen Coho SKP Park’s commitment to giving includes the Escapees
community as well. When you purchase Evergreen Coho SKP Park logo
items from their online store at www.cafepress.com/evergreencohoskp, all
proceeds are donated to Escapees CARE.
Beth Fuller #106233
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Be sure the insured-value of the RV is sufficient. If your RV is under-insured, you
will not receive a settlement sufficient to
replace your RV.

Enjoyable events at Evergreen Coho SKP Co-Op Park in Chimacum, Washington,
provide donations to local Olympic Peninsula neighbors and the Escapees RV
Club community.

ESCAPEES

Kathryn, thank you for reading the
article and your follow-up question.
Hopefully, I will be able to clarify.
The vast majority of RV owners
are well-served by the standard
“Actual Cash Value” loss settlement
offered by all RV insurance companies. If your unit isn’t unique,
and comparable units are readily
available, it should be fairly straightforward for an insurance company
to determine an appropriate settlement value. Ideally, the Actual Cash
Value settlement should allow you to
purchase a comparable RV replacement of similar age and condition.
However, there are some pitfalls:
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A food-bank Drive fills the Evergreen Coho clubhouse stage.
PHOTO BY DIANE ROULIER #75681

Keeping Cool in the Cab

In reference to the “Keeping Cool in
the Cab” tip in the “Tips” section of the
September/October issue, we also had a
similar problem with keeping our RV cab cool.
We are not as mechanically oriented, so we
simply purchased lightweight thermal-lined window curtains and a drapery
spring rod. Less engineering was involved, and it provided a stable result.
Sue Freeman #135715
November/December 2018

Different Viewpoints

OVERSEAS
IMPRESSION
While traveling in Europe, we stopped
at a campground and paid to dump.
Our camper has two black-water
tanks, one under the toilet and one in
the back. When the toilet tank is full,
we pump it to the back and empty
it before pumping back again. My
husband, Larry, decided to clean the
tanks by putting water into the toilet
and pumping it back. He repeated
this, forgetting to empty the back
tank! All of a sudden, I noticed black
water coming out of the vent pipe
and spouting over the roof, down the
sides and all over the ground. I yelled,
“STOP!” as loud as I could. What a
mess and what an embarrassment!
The owner nicely brought out a hose,
and we washed it all down. I wonder
what impression that left about
“those crazy Americans.”
Joyce Space #61818

Garbage Bag Saves the Day

Last year, after dry-camping for eight days at the Balloon Fiesta HOP, I
dumped at a campground on my first night after leaving. Two days later, I
went to hook up at another campground where friends were camping and
discovered the tube that holds my sewer hose (which I leave connected all
the time) was full of liquid. I had not closed the black-water tank completely!
A friend from our group held a heavy-duty garbage bag around the tube,
while I carefully reached in and unscrewed the cap. Totally empty, I was able
to screw the cap back on and empty the bag down the sewer. Of course, I
had the task of cleaning the hose and tube after I got home.
Doris Lofton #14123

Macerator Mishap

A few years ago, on a NOMADS project, a dump was located about 100
feet from our camper. Fortunately, I had a Flojet macerator with 100 feet
of one-inch hose. We were the second furthest from the dump of four RVs.
At this location, they allowed dumping grey water on the nearby grass;
however, after a couple weeks, everyone’s black tank needed to be emptied.
I began dumping each RV using my macerator, and all went well up to
ours. Unfortunately, that last one was a couple of feet too far away. I had
a 90-degree elbow into the dump, and I figured I could stretch the hose. It
reached if I kept tension on it. Well, my ability to hold tension properly gave
out after a minute or so, and the macerator became disconnected. I never
moved so fast in my life to close the valve, but not before creating a mess
that ended in a smelly clean-up job and a shower for me. I asked that volunteer to move his RV five feet closer before I finished the job for him.
Ron Solfest #126580

Mystery of the Burping Toilet
Magazine

One afternoon, while staying at an upscale RV resort in
Surprise, Arizona, my wife, Barb, commented that when
she flushed the toilet, it made a burping sound! Curious, I
flushed the toilet, once again, it burped!
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We noticed that the gauge indicating the black water
level was gradually creeping past 1/4 tank, even though
we had just dumped. So, we bought a clear, sewer-hose
coupler with a backflush hose fitting, so we could see
what was really happening when we dumped the tanks.
The clear plastic coupler worked great, and we saw some
yucky stuff, but the tank was still 1/4 full when it should
have been empty.
We then bought a flexible three-foot wand that has
high-pressure openings at one end and a shut-off valve
with a hose coupling on the other end. I shoved the flexible wand down the toilet and wiggled it around and Barb
watched the clear plastic coupler. Every so often she
saw yucky stuff that appeared to be paper. The gauge
was still on 1/4, I kept pushing the wand deeper into the
black hole and several large clumps of toilet paper broke
loose. Then, I heard a distinct click! I tried to pull the
wand back and realized it had fallen into the tank that
was still full of water and other crud. Using a long piece
November/December 2018

of clear plastic two-inch hose, I slotted one end laterally
about six inches in four places to allow the end to be as
flexible as possible. Then I slipped the clear plastic hose
over the water hose and snaked it down into the holding
tank with the slotted end pointing down. My plan was to
slip the clear hose over the wand coupling and work both
hoses and the wand back out of the toilet. After an hour
of twisting, praying and pulling, I was able to break the
wand loose and pulled it, along with the hoses, back up
from the toilet.
We both had a glass of wine to celebrate; however,
upon closer inspection, we realized the tank was still
full and now the sewer outlet was plugged. I attached
a garden hose to the clear plastic sewer connector and
turned the water on as I closed the drain valve. The
water gurgled and pushed its way past the blockage. We
turned off the water and opened the valve and everything in the tank broke loose and drained. We now have
a usable toilet, and the gauge indicates “empty.”
Apparently, the double-quilted toilet paper we were
using had built up into a mountain of paper that was
approaching the flush ball of the toilet. This “been-there;
done-that” moment led to a valuable lesson: Only buy
biodegradable toilet paper!
Larry Seiger #59187

Different Viewpoints
Effluent Rainbow
My trailer came with a no-fuss flush
system that allows the user to
attach a hose to flush the black-water tank. The sticker clearly warns
you to leave the tank valve open while
using it.
Having a small amount of content
in the tank, I left the valve closed to
get a good “whoosh” when emptying. I went inside to monitor the tank
level but got distracted. Hearing
shouts and screams, I ran out to find
the tank had filled and sewage was
flowing out the roof vent. My vortex
weathervane vent cap was spinning
madly, distributing the effluent
liberally around the campsite.
Looking skyward as I leaped for the
spigot, I marveled that the spray
had created a rainbow—a brown
rainbow! Management pulled our
paperwork and stapled it next to
the reservation desk. We won’t be
going back. No pot of gold at the
end of that rainbow!
Jim Schrankel #89882

Releasing a Torrent

Only five days into our long-anticipated, full-time adventure, the handle and
stem of the black-water valve pulled out when I attempted to dump our full
tanks. My wife, Marg, and I went to a trusted repair facility, and the manager
agreed to replace the valve, but only after the tank was drained! He directed
us to their on-site dump and we hooked up. I put on rain pants and jacket, as
a “just in case,” and proceeded to saw the end off the valve body. Our activity drew a large crowd that Marg entertained with our tale of woe. I was able
to grasp the valve, slide it with needle-nose pliers and pull it out, opening the
valve. I crawled out from under the trailer just as the sewer hose slipped off
its fitting, releasing a torrent of sewage into the parking lot! I jumped into the
mess and jammed the hose back on as our audience ran for higher ground.
This happened in January 1995, and we are still full-time RVing!
Pete Granger #76529

SEWER CLEANING

At the dump station in Lost Dutchman State Park in Arizona, I observed two
ladies filling the fresh-water tank of their rental RV with the hose clearly
marked for sewer cleaning. When I pointed the sign out to them, their answer
was priceless: “Oh, we don’t use the tank for drinking water, just for washing
dishes.” Eeew!
Ed Trautwein #62505

SEWER HOSE

“OH, NOOOOS!”
ESCAPEES
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Different Viewpoints

Rocket Launch

Harry Hanbury #18477 and his wife,
Theresa, were camping in Kissimmee,
Florida, August 7, 2018, when he snapped a
photo of the 1:18 a.m. launch of the SpaceX
Falcon 9 Rocket. Harry says, “We were
camped at Cypress Cove, a nudist resort
with beautiful RV facilities. It’s located 59
miles west of Cape Canaveral, on the edge
of Lake Brown, in Kissimmee. Theresa was
on ‘alligator watch’ while I took the photo.
We could see the reflective eye of a gator
while shining the flashlight on the water. The
wildlife there is beautiful, but you must be
careful when lakeside at night!”

LINE
DANCING AT ESCAPEES PARKS
My husband, Nick, and I were wintering at the Escapees headquarters at

“UH, OH!
IT’S GONE!”

Magazine

Maneuvering an RV in and out
of tight spots takes skill and
practice, and it can be tricky at
times. If you’ve lost or damaged
a part of your RV through an
“uh, oh” moment, send us your
story in 150 words or less.

ESCAPEES
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Photo must be unedited and
high-resolution. Submissions
can be e-mailed to editor@
escapees.com, or mailed
to Escapees magazine, 100
Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351. Payment for submissions will be determined on
individual merit.
Editor

Rainbow’s End in Livingston in 2016 and 2017. I joined various activities, including
the Octoberfest program, at the activities center. During the program, Sue Glick
announced that a lively group of folks line danced at the clubhouse every morning.
She challenged, “Come, join us. I can teach almost anyone to line dance.”
The Rainbow Stompers line dancing crew was welcoming with intermediate
and beginners classes for RVers and the Livingston community. This inspired
me and I couldn’t pass it up. With two left feet, I have never been a dancer.
However, at Escapees Rainbow Parks, I discovered my musically capable
right foot and the delights of line dancing.
My newfound pride in my balance, flexibility and coordination carried
me through the summer until Nick and I came to the North Ranch Rainbow
Park in Congress, Arizona, the following winter. Line dancing instruction was
offered for the North Ranch Desert Line Dancers on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings. When you are a part of the North Ranch Desert Line
Dancers, you look forward to North Ranch’s annual La Fiesta celebration
in March. We are part of the large parade, and the crowds cheer as we line
dance around the parade route. We are decked out in cowboy hats and
bright bandanas. Some of us even prance in cowboy boots!
Line dancing will give you confidence to perform in public. Your self-assurance will feel good. Come, and join in. Dancers at Rainbow’s End in
Livingston, Texas, and North Ranch in Congress, Arizona, await your arrival
this winter.
Joanne Alexakis #19367

Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Extended Stay
Destination Trailer
2019 CrossRoads HAMPTON 370FDL

Starting at

$45,900

zero rated True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$129,572

2019 Heartland Landmark 365 Newport

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

2019 DRV Full House toyhauler

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$155,416
SPECIALIZING IN HIGH END FIFTH WHEELS AND FULL TIME RV LIVING

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Visit us at

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3
Mobile Suites available up to 44 ft length

www.rvsforless.net

$144,385

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

Avg 30% off MSRP of

2019 DRV Elite Suites 40KSSB4
Elite Suites available up to 44 ft length

$97,842

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Full Time
Camper

2019 DRV Mobile Suites Aire

Avg 30% off MSRP of

$128,900

• Customer-Focused before and after the sale
• Service, parts and accessories for new and used units
• 1st-Timer Training, Full-Timer Experts
• Best Price in the industry on DRV and Heartland Landmark

to view New & Used Campers and
to see why we are the #1 USA dealer for DRV 2011-2017,
one of the first Heartland
Landmark dealers and a Top 5 USA
dealer for Heartland
Landmark 2005-2017.

Call us at 865-521-9112 or Toll Free at 877-228-6975
We Make Your Dreams Come True

Never Stop The ADVENTURE
Access to Thousands of

FOR

JOBS FREE
			

at Workamper.com

800-446-5627

info@workamper.com
Workamper.com

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

PHOTO BY LORRAINE
EDWARDS #65249

What’s New at Escapees CARE

For those who missed the 58th Escapade in Sedalia,
Missouri, we announced the results of our annual March
Health Fair that raised more than $58,000 and will allow
us to build up to eight new sites. Currently down to two
unoccupied sites, we are planning to expand and build
new sites that will accommodate large RVs.
The location of the new CARE sites will
be in the field south of Pearl’s Place and
should be available by summer 2019.
The sites will be approximately 40x80
feet, have larger patios and sheds and
offer increased power. The monthly
cost will be slightly higher than existing sites. We have received approval
from the county to construct as
many as 16 new sites on our existing
sewer system if needed. Fortunately,
Escapees CARE owns additional land
north of Pearl’s Place.
During our Escapade presentation, we also
announced that the Escapees Board of Directors
had agreed to transfer the title of the land under CARE
to the Board of Escapees CARE, Inc. by the end of
2018. As a nonprofit organization, CARE finances and
Escapees RV Club finances are separate, due to IRS
regulations. This is important to the future of CARE, its
residents and the Adult Day Care operation.
In addition, we unveiled a new CARE logo at Escapade.
The original logo was designed before the Adult Day
Care operation was conceived and approved with
the original plan being an assisted-living facility with
RVs. Unfortunately, this type of facility did not meet
Texas regulations. They would, however, approve an
independent-living facility. The Board of Escapees CARE
felt we needed a logo to reflect what CARE provides:
Independent RV living and an Adult Day Care operation.
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CARE

Continuing Assistance for Retired Escapees

•
•
•

to rest
to recover
to recuperate

Gathering together our residents, volunteers, staff
and promotion consultant, Anita Hickman #41291, we
brainstormed logo parameters, including new, more
descriptive wording and a simplified design. Working
with these parameters, Anita subsequently produced
a graphic image that was presented to, voted on
and accepted by the CARE Board as CARE’s
new logo.
Russ Johnson #96114
Escapees CARE Executive Director

Escapees CARE Needs Volunteers and Donations!
Volunteers receive a free site, three meals per day, free WiFi in our
center and more. Volunteers give 24/32 hours a week for four weeks
driving residents and taking phone calls. Donations (via www.paypal.
com/givingfund, www.iGive.com, www.escapees.com/store, or through
a bequest in your will) all help support Escapees CARE. For further
details, call 936-327-4256, e-mail carefd@escapees.com or visit
www.escapeescare.org |

Shopping for Insurance
is not like comparing apples to apples…

All apples are different

Last Leak You’ll
Ever Have, Last Roof
You’ll Ever Need!
100%

MAINTENANCE FREE
Mu
Carrltiple
iers

INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

The right Insurance begins

with your agent

Home • Autos
Motorhomes
Travel Trailers
Renters Insurance
Condominiums
Manuf. Hm

Personal Umbrella
Park Models
Mobile Homes
Rental Homes
In-home business
Boats

Snowmobiles
Motorcycles
ATVs
Medium Duty Trucks
5th Wheels
Personal Watercraft

www.gomillerInsurance.com
SW Willow Lane
1-800-622-6347 5805
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Looking for Work?
Looking to Hire?
Your personal resource center!
As working RVers
grow in number, there
is a growing demand
for jobs that suit their
mobile lifestyle.
To meet this need,
Escapees RV Club
has created an online
Job Board, a resource
connecting those in need of flexible
staff with remote workers.

JOB BOARD
POWERED BY

www.escapees.com/job-board

Before

10 YEARS to get this

• No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights
• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully finished seamless roof
After

3 DAYS to get this!

10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at
our location or yours

888-847-7010

Call For Franchising Opportunities

Booking Appointments
Nevada, Arizona,
& So. California
November/December

Camping Kids

GIFT GUIDE for RVing Kids
Magazine

By MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees RV Club Vice President
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As a mom of two small boys, I’m no stranger to the challenge of trying to select the perfect Christmas gifts for
kids with limited space. I’ve found that it’s important to
find gifts which are small enough to fit within your storage
boundaries, but also durable enough to withstand more
than one play time.

D

oes your child’s face light up when they see a
huge remote-control monster truck or a largerthan-life dollhouse on the toy aisle? Well, it’s not
happening in an RV! And those RV Lego sets are
cute, but I still have nightmares about those tiny pieces
crunching under my bare feet. So, what should a parent
or grandparent buy their camping kids?
I’ve found a few practical, space-saving ideas that can
be used time and time again. These products can all be
purchased on www.amazon.com, and most have more
than one option for style and pricing.
November/December 2018

Bluetooth Headphones: $35

These headphones are great for kids of almost any
age. They can be used to connect to a phone, iPad or
computer to provide entertainment during driving days.
They are Bluetooth, so you can simply charge and go
with no more fussing around with tangled cords.

Kindle: $80

The Amazon Kindle is wonderful for older kids who enjoy
reading. It’s easy to carry around and you can store
all your books in one place versus having paper copies
taking up space in your RV.

USA Scratch-off Map: $17

This is a fun option for traveling kids of any age. For
each state you visit, you can scratch it off the map.
This helps kids easily identify each state, as well as the
states they’ve visited. It’s also super cute to hang up as a
decoration in your RV.

		Camping Kids

Kids Binoculars: $21

My boys have always loved binoculars. Most kids’
binoculars come with a neck strap, so they can easily
carry it along on a hike. Searching for animals or viewing
sights in the distance can provide hours of fun.

Nature Bound Exploration Set: $20

What’s more fun than spending time outdoors looking
for bugs? This kit includes all the tools you need to catch
creepy crawlers. It also includes a handy little book with
fun facts and activities about the bugs they might catch.

Micro Kickboard Mini Scooter: $80

These scooters are better suited for smaller children,
but my six-year-old has ridden this scooter since he was
a toddler. He loved it so much that I purchased one for
my younger son last year. He picked it up and started
riding in no time. The two front wheels make balancing
a breeze and the tires are durable, so it works great on
most paved surfaces.
Happy shopping for your camping kids. I hope you
and your family have a wonderful holiday season filled
with joy and laughter.
Your tips for RVing with children could appear in a
future “Camping Kids” column. Send your tips for
organization, storage, safety, socialization or other
aspects of traveling with children to
MELANIECARR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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There are several different versions of this rug available
online, and I fell in love with the concept as soon as I
heard about it. Depending on how you want to use the
rug, you can place it indoors or outdoors. Most of these
rugs also come with beanbags for added fun.

ESCAPEES

Hopscotch Rug: $30

From the Bookshelf

Van Life and an
Ultimate RV Guide
By Marcella Gauthier #12371

This selection of books emphasizes the diverse adventures
of life on the road. The first is an homage to personalizing
and creating your own RV by converting a van to meet
your needs. The second book is written by two wonderful,
fun travelers who host a website celebrating the RV lifestyle. Their enthusiasm is contagious; their wise advice is
sound, and their website is easy to navigate. These Escapees have five years of full-time RVing and working-fromthe-road experience, and they are eager to share what
they have learned.
Van Life: Your Home on the Road

Magazine

Foster Huntington
Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers 2017
Hachette Book Group • ISBN: 978-0316556446
Hardcover: $16.99
Kindle: $12.99
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Foster Huntington’s first trip in an
RV was at the age of eight with his
family, riding in the cab-over bed,
and his love of the family trips
never left him. While working in
Manhattan, he started a search for
his own travel friend. It turned out
to be a T3 Volkswagen van. That
began his worldwide friendship
circle with other van and small RV
lovers throughout the world.
This book has fabulous photos
of various RVs and locations all
over the world. Some of the interior
designs that utilize the available spaces, particularly in the small vans, are
charming and innovative. The stories he shares with his friends are awe-inspiring. Even though I’m not a surfer, mountain climber or in my 20s, I still
found the conversations that Foster had with his friends allowed me to live
vicariously through the life of these young adventurers. The travel photos are
delightful; it’s almost like being there.
Contemplate the view of the Sea of Cortez from between the framework of
your toes while camping on the beach on a warm, sunny day.
November/December 2018

Living the RV Life—Your Ultimate
Guide to Life on the Road
Marc and Julie Bennett #121165
Adams Media November 20, 2018
ISBN: 978-1507208984
Paperback: $22.99 • Kindle: $11.99

Do you remember the wonderful
article about friendships on the
road written by Julie in the May/
June 2017 issue of Escapees
magazine? Or perhaps Marc’s and
Julie’s guidance on driving an RV
on steep grades in the November/
December 2016 issue? They are
full-time RVing Escapees, and this
256-page guide features what they
have learned about the RV lifestyle.
They cover emotional issues and
practical considerations such as
working on the road, legal issues
and travel planning. This is an
excellent introduction to RVing and
a suitable holiday gift for those who
are considering the RV lifestyle.
Marc and Julie Bennett also
host the website, www.RVLove.
com. It is an incredible combination
of their blog, trip reports, author
biographies, RV Success School
courses, YouTube videos and more.
They provide almost everything you
need to start RVing. There is even
guidance on starting your own blog
or website!
Their website is interactive and
friendly. Whether you share their
adventures via YouTube, follow them
in print or shop the online store
(processed securely by Amazon) for
their recommended RV or travel-related items, you will “love” this
website. It is a complete resource,
one that you will revisit many times.
You will want to mark this website as
a keeper.

Day’s End
Rockhound State Park, Deming, New Mexico.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BRUCE MAGGS #88250

Free and Low-cost
Parking Finds
Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383, www.daysenddirectory.com

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool to
help you save money and find safe overnight
parking recommendations from fellow Escapees members. These parking selections
highlight seasonal boondocking options for
your RV travels. Download the entire online
directory at www.daysenddirectory.com.
Ehrenberg: BD area. No facilities. Free. Dirt area S of I-10 x5 (Tom
Wells Rd). Room for several any-size rigs. Distant freeway noise, not
bad. Kathy Kaufman #76335

Mesa: Greenfield Plaza, mall pkg lot. No facilities. Free. Red Mountain
Café said O/N pkg allowed. Trucks use O/N. NE corner Greenfield
Rd and University Dr. 33.42739-111.73505. 4410 E University Dr,
85205. Part of lot is uneven, broken concrete. Good cell service. Red
Mountain Café has reasonably priced food. Carol-Leah Loran #55314
Winkelman: Apache Sky Casino. No facilities. Free. S of Dudleyville
on SR 77, between MM 127 and 126, E side of hwy. 777 Apache
Sky Blvd. 2 paved pkg areas, 1 near the casino and an overflow lot.
Any size rig. Verizon and T-Mobile OK. Jim and Linda Work #78663

Danville: Lg public pkg lots. Free. I-680 x39, go 0.4 mi W on Diablo
Rd, TL on Hartz, go 1 blk, TR on Prospect. S corner of Railroad Ave
and Prospect Ave, 205 Railroad Ave. Another lot diagonally across at
N corner. Different areas signed for 2 or 4 hr pkg 7 a.m.–6 p.m. and no
pkg Sat midnight to 6 a.m. Sun. Space is plentiful after 6 p.m. 2-space
pull-thrus are limited due to barriers between rows and overhanging
limbs, but there are some. Rest rooms at Museum of the San Ramon
Valley, N end of lot. NPS shuttle pickup for Eugene O’Neill Natl Historic
Site. Becky Redford #105111
Fresno: Street pkg on dead-end st. No facilities. Free. At entrance to
Camping World, who suggested we stay there. I-5 x127, go 1 blk W
on Central Ave, TR on Maple St. follow signs to Paul Evert’s RV Country
towards lg neon flashing arrow, go to end of st. Lg turnaround. Good
Verizon. Jack and Karen Cotton #114131
Helendale: Pullouts. No facilities. Free. No stay limit. US 395 at
Shadow Mountain Rd, 10.5 mi N of Adelanto. 34 43 37.11N 117 27
43.18W. Med-size gravel pullout NE corner. Fairly level. Fenced from
desert. Some rd noise. Sm spot on SW corner at dirt rd. 4 rigs any
size. Edwards AFB to NW, saw a U-2 fly over. Bob McCullough #110158
Kettleman City: Bravo Farm, pkg lot. Free. Checked with employee,
said we were welcome to O/N. I-5 x309, go 0.5 mi NE on SR 41.
Just E of In-N-Out Burger and McDonald’s, Room for 6 lg RVs. Lot is
full during day, but we were the only ones there the night we stayed.
Dwayne and Patti Cartwright #118698
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Globe: Timber Camp Rec Area (NF). 12 single and 1 double site;
tables, grills. toilets. 14-day limit. $10, S/A Pass 1/2. Electronic fee
machine accepts credit/ATM cards (no cash or check). Open all yr.
26 mi NE of town on US 60, W side. Gravel/dirt loop rd with lg backins. Verizon 4G 3 bars. Pine and oak trees. 6000' elev. tinyurl.com/
y9cvwqxp. Linda Sutton #126710

Benicia: Benicia SRA. 3 back-in sites with W. Trash service. $12, age
62+ $10. One-nite limit. No reservations. I-780 x3B. Camping only for
self-contained RVs; no tents. Gate closed at sunset. 2.5 mi of hike/bike
rd and paths. Bird watching, fishing. Quiet at nite. Excellent Verizon and
AT&T. Near Port Chicago NM, John Muir NHS and Rosie the Riveter/
WWII Home Front NHP. tinyurl.com/q3a3mhr. Joni Zander #138612

ESCAPEES

ARIZONA

CALIFORNIA

Day’s End
NEW MEXICO

Alamogordo: Out of business Discount City and strip mall, lg pkg
lot. No facilities. Free. No stay limit. Jct US 70 and US 54, SW corner.
Several RVs and trucks parked O/N. Mike and Donna Kuper #116641
Caprock: Mescalero Sands Rec Area (BLM). Toilets, tables, some
grills. 1 person, $3; 2 or more, $5; S/A Pass, 1/2. RV O/N OK. 14-day
limit. Go S at sign from US 380 MM 193, 3 pkg lots in 1.5 mi. 9 mi
W of Caprock, 7 mi W of SR 172 (Tower Rd), 38 mi E of Roswell, 34
mi W of Tatum. N33 25.1067 W103 52.19. Any size rig. Major use
as OHV area on dunes. Only ATVs off surfaced rds and lots. Sand is
deep. Debby Beatty #135578
Carlsbad: Dog Canyon CG (Guadalupe Mtns NP). 4 RV BD and 9 tent
sites. Rest rooms with sinks and flush toilets (no showers or D). $8,
S/A Pass 1/2. Go 14 mi NW from town on US 285, TL on SR 137, go
32 mi. At end of rd, just across Texas state line. Max length 23' per
NPS website. Horse corrals at RV sites. No cell signal. Dwayne and
Patti Cartwright #118698
Deming: Rockhound SP. Sites 1–5 BD, sites 6–29 E/W. Rest
rooms, showers, D. $14 E/W, $8 or $10 BD, no extra for nonresident. Discounts with annual pass, see: tinyurl.com/mpstquc.
14-day limit, 6 days out. 2 mi E of town, I-10 x85, go S, immed
TL (E) on SR 549, go 4 mi, TR (S) on SR 143/Rockhound Rd,
go 5.5 mi, TL into Park. 9880 Stirrup Rd SE. Hiking trails. 2
bars Verizon. Brian and Jeanette Lair #135618
Gallup: Fire Rock Casino, pkg lot. O/N OK per security. I-40 x26, go
2.5 mi E on SR 118 (N side frontage rd). TL (N) at 1st casino entrance,
TL, go to far end of W lot. Along main RR. Ron and Cathy Benton #64041
Hobbs: Harry McAdams CG (city). 15 paved F-HU sites, tables (some
covered), grills. Showers, flush toilets. D ($3). $18, $90/wk. 14-day
limit within 21. Some shaded. Free WiFi. Disc golf, fishing, playground.
Golf course nearby. 5300 Jack Gomez Blvd. 32.77028 -103.20719.
PM and Susie Morrow #49974
Silver City: Continental Divide Trailhead and 4-wheeler staging area
(NF). No facilities. Free. 14-day limit. SR 90 MM 21.6, N side, 1/2 way
between Lordsburg and Silver City. Lg clearing just off rd, 3 very short
spurs within 1,500', more open space around loop. Simple level BD
spots, good gravel rd, med rigs can back into spur rds, lg rigs can stay
near rd, main gravel rd ends in very lg loop so backing not necessary.
Debby Beatty #135578
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Caliente: Oak Springs Trilobite Area Collecting Site/Trailhead (BLM).
Lg mostly level pkg area, 3 tables, fire rings. Free. No signs prohibit
O/N pkg. 12 mi W of town on US 93, between MM 80 and 81, N
side, look for sign, go 0.4 mi N on gravel. N37.61399 W114.71178.
Any size rig. Sign explains how to find trilobites. tinyurl.com/ybl9rwpa
Linda Sutton #126710
Henderson: Callville Bay CG, Lake Mead NRA (NPS). E of Henderson. 107 BD sites and an undeveloped loop. Tables, steel fire rings.
Flush toilets, dumpsters. D and flush W, plus separate potable W
(threaded spigot), both free to anyone. $20 (S/A Pass 1/2) plus $20/
vehicle park entrance (S/A Pass free). 30-day limit. Open all yr. From
jct. SR 582 (Boulder Hwy) and SR 564 (E Lake Mead Dr) in town, go
NE on E Lake Mead Dr (or, from I-515N/US 93/US 95 x61, go E on
Lake Mead Dr). Just after entrance sta, TL on Northshore Rd. Go 11

mi (MP 11, 36.17767 -114.76656). TR on paved rd to CG, winding,
6.5% grade for 1—2 mi, short 7% grade before CG, 3.5 mi total. TR
at intersection marina is on L, short distance to CG entrance. D across
from entrance, 36.14085 -114.72579. Most sites back-in and short,
a few OK for up to 35'. No lake view from any site. Rest room bldg
with pay showers at marina, laundromat open 8a–10p. Gas pumps.
Air/water machine 50 cents. 703-293-8906. tinyurl.com/lyyldvx Jim
and Gail McManus #106499
Pioche: Lg level pkg area. No prohibitive signs. From US 93 in town,
go 10.5 mi E on SR 322. N37.97116 W114.26292. Room for several
RVs any size. Good solar and satellite. Dean and Judy Sheeley #68258
Pioche: Stampede Trailhead OHV Staging Area/CG. 4 sun shelters,
tables, grills. No facilities. Free. No signs. 2 mi N of town on SR 321,
bear L on US 93, go 3.5 mi, TL (W) at Silver State OHV Trail sign, go
2 mi on maintained dirt rd to trailhead in a lg open area on S end of
a gravel pit complex. 37.97757 -114.53696. Lg rigs OK. Verizon and
AT&T with booster. Rhonda Olsen #36111
Schurz: Many gravel pullouts and lots in town. Pullout on R, N end
of town on US 95. Lg gravel lot next to gas sta on L, S end of town
on US 95, trucks use. Howard and Liz Randol #102757

TEXAS

Fort Stockton: Huge, level lot. No signs, no one to ask. RVs frequently
use. In the blk behind Walmart on W 14th St. 30.89797 -102.90702.
Huge open area had a bldg that was torn down. Truckers sometimes
use. Dave Bloom #127611
Jacksboro: Fort Richardson SP. Several BD areas $10+daily entry
fee $3 (or no daily fee with annual TX State Parks pass). Tables, fire
rings. W, D. Also E/W and E/W/S sites. 1/2 mi S of town on US 281/US
380/SR 114/SR 199 at Park Rd 61. Dick Scheit #83125
Lake Jackson: Hobby Lobby, pkg lot. Free. Mgr did not object, said
people often park 1 nite O/N. SR 332 just W of SR 288/Ryan Nolan
Expy, 1 blk W of Walmart (does not allow O/N pkg). Park by trees
along rd in front of store. Debby Beatty #135578
Mexia: Lake Mexia Rec Area. 11 E/W sites. Showers, toilets (bad
condition, Mar 18), D. $20 (no one came to collect). Reservations
254-562-2387. From town, go 6.6 mi W on US 84 from jct. with SH
14, turn S on FM 2681, go 1.3 mi to park. 31.6555 -96.5954. Sites
along lake. Boat ramp. Ron Green #76878
San Angelo: Middle Concho Park (CP). BD, undesignated sites. Flush
toilets. No potable W. $12 Sat/Sun/holidays, free other days. 14-day
limit. Go SW on Knickerbocker Rd (FM 584) 2 mi from Loop 306,
TR on Red Bluff Rd (just after Red Bluff Storage), bear R at jct. with
Middle Concho Rd. Paved up to park. 325-657-4206. Along Lake
Nasworthy with boat ramp. D avail at Hot Water Slough Park on way
out. Sign “Park closed from 10:30p–6a” does not refer to campers,
per city 325-277-8766. Rick and Ellen Yarker #87386
Texarkana: Clear Springs CG, Lake Wright Patman (COE). 88 E/W
sites, most 30-A, some 50-A, tables, fire pits. Flush toilets, showers,
D. 30-A $24, 50-A $26, S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit, can extend up to
42 days in warmer months if CG is not full, up to 120 days in colder
months. Open all yr. Some sites reservable: recreation.gov. 8 mi S
from town on US 59, TR (W) on FM 2148 (traffic light), go less than
2 mi, TL at sign to Wright Patman Lake North Shore CG and follow
signs to Clear Springs CG. Poor Verizon. 903-838-8636. Duane and
Jean Mathes #115955

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. CD (Mac and PC-compatible): $20. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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Viewfinder

RETRO CAMPING
“Boondocking in our 13-foot, 1957 Aljo (we call our “canned ham”) while camphosting near
Minocqua, Wisconsin. The trailer is perfect for off-grid camping. It has been in the family
since the mid-1960s. It has undergone minor repairs, but it is pretty much original.”
BY KERI PARTEE #33203

Magazine

BY ALICE GLICK #41492

ESCAPEES

PHOTO BY JEFF GREENSPON #119113

SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer, even if
you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
MA18 (Due Nov 10) Campfire Friends: RV campfires bring old and new
friends together. Send us your view of a special campfire gathering.

JA19 (Due March 10) Strange Places

MJ19 (Due Jan 10) RV Custom Paint: Many RVers customize their RVs to
make them uniquely their own. Show us a special paint job you’ve seen.

ND19 (Due July 10) Reading Escapees Magazine

SO19 (Due May 10) Unexpected Surprise

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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“My 1977 Dodge Champion and 1984 Moto Guzzi (which loads
on the back of the motorhome) in the camphost spot at the
Black Rock Mountain State Park, Mountain City, Georgia.”

ESCAPEES

A 1963 Ward travel trailer owned by
James and Alice Glick #41492.

Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BLOG-FEED.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

DO-IT-YOURSELF
LAUNDRY LINE
Here is a convenient, easy-to-make
clothesline that will fit on any window
or main awning.

Magazine

Supplies needed:
• 15 feet of cordage
• 9 feet of ½-inch dowel rod cut
into 3-foot lengths
• 6 eye bolt screws
• 2 RV party light holders with
“S” hooks
• 2 rope slides
• 2 tent stakes
Tools needed:
• pliers
• drill
• hammer
Construction:
• Attach the ropes to the party
light holders with the “S” hooks,
closing the rope end into a loop
with pliers. (Leave the opposite
end open for easy disconnect.)
• Pre-drill the ends of the dowels
and insert eyebolt screws.
• Tie your favorite knot to keep the
dowels in place.
• Drive the stakes to anchor the
rack at an angle so the dowels’
rungs are separated enough for
several layers of clothes to dry at
the same time.
• Pull the line tight and secure with
a rope slide.
• Hang your laundry.
By building a rope framework
with dowel rods as the rungs, we
made a convenient and collapsible
laundry drying rack. The rack can
attach to any window awning that
has channels that the party light
holders can slide into. We use the
bedroom window awning and threefoot lengths of dowel rod that are
suspended horizontally between the
vertical rope uprights.
Camille McCullough #110158
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Tips
Mark, My Words
Battery in Storage

Your RV Questions

Q. I own a 2007 Fleetwood Bounder
motorhome that I plan to store for the
winter. Is it better to leave it plugged
into my 20-amp landline or to leave it
unplugged with the disconnect turned
off inside? My motorhome is stored
for two to three months between trips,
sometimes less, and every month I start
the motor and run the Gen-Set, with a
load on it, for 15 to 20 minutes. I have
noticed that when I have it plugged into
my 20-amp service, the cooling fan for
the inverter seems to run more than when
I’m plugged into a 50-amp service. This
motorhome is 50-amp service with the
option to run on 30 or 20 amps. I don’t
run any appliances when it’s stored, and
the only reason I would keep it plugged
in is to keep the batteries charged.

By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

WATER LEAK

Q. I have a small leak in my RV water system, in an area where
there are multiple pipes and fittings. I am unable to identify the
source. Do you have any suggestions?

Karl
A. One way to locate an intermittent leak is to dry
the area, then spread a layer of paper towels
underneath. Where the towel gets wet first can
lead you in the right direction. Most plumbing
leaks occur at fittings or connectors, not
typically in long runs of pipe. Sometimes it’s
only a fitting that needs a little tightening.

Bob

Roof Problem

Q. In order to prevent roof problems, I applied silicone caulking to all the seams on
our fiberglass roof and covered them with super-sticky tape. Now, after five years,
the tape has trapped water, and it leaked into our motorhome causing extensive
damage. An estimate for repair at a body shop totaled $15,000! Should I remove all
the silicone before applying a new, specially formulated, liquid-rubber sealer made by
EPDM Coatings? How do I remove the silicone? Do I need heat guns or sharp scrapers?

Magazine

Mike
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A. Silicone is a poor choice for repairing RV leaks. It doesn’t bond reliably to
most common RV exterior materials, and it is often applied to a surface that
is less than squeaky-clean. Over time, parts of the silicone lose adhesion, and
water begins to seep in.
In order to properly repair your roof, you must first remove all traces of
the silicone sealant. Most roofing repair materials will not stick to cured
silicone. About the only way to remove it is mechanically: it must be scraped
off or otherwise removed by brute force. There are no solvents that will
dissolve it, and heat is usually not effective. On hard surfaces, you can use
abrasives designed for paint removal, or just scrape at it until you get it all
off. It will not be a fun job.
Then, thoroughly clean the roof area where you expect to do the
repair. On metal and fiberglass, acetone can be used as a final solvent
to remove most contaminants. On a rubber roof, don’t use any solvents; instead, use a rubber-roof cleaning product or soapy water and
scrub thoroughly.
Once the area is clean and dry, you can apply a self-leveling roof
sealant, or a roof repair product, that is specifically designed for your
roof material. You already have an appropriate sealing product in mind,
but here are other options: Dicor makes several liquid roofing products
for RVs (www.dicor.com). I had excellent luck on my own RVs with Rapid
Roof III (made by Conklin). If the surface is smooth and flat, you can use
EternaBond repair tape (www.eternabond.com) to make a permanent repair.
EternaBond has a high-tech adhesive that sticks firmly to almost anything. It
makes a long-lasting repair, but the surface needs to be flat and smooth.
September/October 2018

A. If you have power available,
there’s no problem with keeping
the RV plugged in to keep the
batteries charged. However, be sure
to monitor the water levels in the
batteries every few weeks or so, and
add distilled water as needed. The
constant low charge they will receive
will use a small amount of water, but
it won’t cause any other problems.
That’s what I do with my RV when it
sits for a few months.
The alternative is to shut off the
batteries at the disconnect switch,
but then you will still need to charge
them overnight about once a month
to offset their natural tendency to
self-discharge over time.

Silicone Caulk
Remover
I read “Water Leak” in the “Mark, My Words”
column in the September/October issue, and I’d
like to share information about a product I use
for caulk removal.

I’ve used DSR-5 silicone remover (http://dsr5.com/intro.htm)
with excellent results. It’s like a citrus-based Goo Gone on
steroids! Using a terrycloth or microfiber cloth, you apply it
generously to a bead of silicone caulk. Wait a few moments while it
loosens the bond, scrape the bead off (a credit card works great)
and reapply the DSR-5 to remove any residual silicone.
I have successfully used this product on fiberglass (e.g., to
replace all the marker lights) and metal. It also works great
with other adhesives. It’s expensive, but worth every penny. To
purchase, visit www.escapees.com/url/057.
Ron Benton #64041

SILICONE CAULK REMOVAL
I read “Water Leak,” in the “Mark, My Words” column, in the
September/October issue. He is correct that there is nothing to
dissolve silicone caulking, RTV (room temperature vulcanizing caulk/
adhesive). However, there are several products on the market that
will cause silicone to release from the surface it is on.

If you have a roaring campfire but are
still cold sitting on a folding cloth or
fabric chair, here’s a tip that can help
to provide extra warmth.
Take a metal container, such as an
empty pie tin, and fill it with a few
chunks of charcoal or charred wood
from the fire. Slide the pie tin under
your chair. (Make sure clothing,
blankets and any flammable items
are moved far away from the coals.)
The coals will provide additional
radiating heat from underneath. A
warm bottom is a wonderful thing in
cold weather!
Bob Griffith #8989

COMMODE
CLEANER
It seems like municipalities are using
extremely hard water that is full of
minerals for us RVers to use in the RV
commode. Because of this practice,
my husband, Allen, and I were having
to spend too much time cleaning and
removing the stubborn, hard-water
ring from the commodes in both our
RV and our home.

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Commodes are made with porcelain
as the main ingredient. With this
in mind, we bought a box of the
denture cleansing tablets and
dropped one in each toilet after
the end-of-the-day cleaning. When
the time came to thoroughly clean
the commodes, we spent less time
doing this dislikeable chore. We now
rarely have to use a pumice stone
on the hard-water stains. We only
have to use it if we run out of the
denture cleaning tablets.
Diana Storm #62761

ESCAPEES

A product I like is Rapid Remover, available from Amazon.
I’ve used the product to remove the stubborn adhesive from
weather-worn graphics on my RV and RTV mess around the
windows and seams with success. You apply the remover to
the silicone, let it sit for a minute or two, and it will begin to
curl up on the edges. Use a rag cut from a rough terry cloth
towel to roll off the loosened silicone. You may need to do
this several times. You can speed the process by first using
a razor-blade scraper to cut off as much RTV as possible
without cutting into the substrate. I use sandpaper to round
off the sharp-end corners of the razor blades and attack
the RTV bead at an extremely low blade angle to reduce
the possibility of accidentally gouging the substrate while
scraping. You may also use plastic razor blades (found on
Amazon) to help in the removal of the silicone after it begins
to loosen. Rapid Remover is nonflammable, has no dangerous fumes, will not
damage painted surfaces and contains no high VOC solvents like acetone. It
is good stuff.
Dr. Randy T. Agee #112506

Stay Warm
Around the Campfire

REQUIREMENTS FOR UPGRADING YOUR

TEXAS
Driver License
By DAVID GOLDSTEIN #126793

38
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In Texas, operators of RVs driven for personal use are exempt from
obtaining a commercial driver’s license (CDL). However, depending on
the weight of your rig, including your trailer or toad, you may need more
than the Class-C driver license used for regular automobiles.

T

he table at the bottom of this page
can help you determine whether you
need a higher class of license. Find
the GVWR of your motorhome or tow
vehicle in the first column, the GVWR of your
trailer or toad in the second column and the
combined GVWR of both vehicles in the third
column. The last column shows the class of
license you will need.
Be aware that all the regulations use
the maximum weight for which the vehicle
is rated (the gross vehicle weight rating or
GVWR). Your vehicle’s actual weight (gross
vehicle weight or GVW) does not matter.
If you don’t have the proper class of
license for the rig you’re driving, you could
receive a citation for driving without a
license. In Texas, that’s a misdemeanor that
can result in a fine of up to $200 for a first
offense, but penalties can be much higher
if you’re also driving your rig under the
influence, or if you’re cited in combination
with another offense. You’re unlikely to be
stopped by a law enforcement officer for the
sole purpose of checking your license; however, if you’re stopped for another infraction,
it’s likely you’ll receive the driving-without-a-license citation too. The other possible
consequence arises if you’re involved in an
accident: Your insurance company could
even deny your claim if they discover you
were driving without the correct license.
Your Class-A or -B Exempt license should
be valid outside of Texas in any state that
has similar licensing requirements.
Upgrading to a Class-A or -B Exempt
license is a two-step process: first, submit an
application and pass a knowledge test on a
computer, then take a skills (driving) test.

Application and Knowledge Test

You can apply for the Class-A or -B Exempt
license and take the knowledge test at any
Texas Department of Public Safety Driver
License Office in the state. You don’tt need to
take the knowledge test at the same location
where you take the skills (driving) test.

“Upgrading to a Class-A or -B Exempt
license is a two-step process: first,
submit an application and pass a
knowledge test on a computer, then
take a skills (driving) test.”
When you go to take the knowledge test,
bring with you:

• Your current, unexpired Texas driver
license
• Corrective lenses (eyeglasses or contacts)
if you use them for driving
• $11 (cash, check or credit card) for the
application fee
• A completed Texas DPS Form DL-43,
Application for Renewal/Replacement/
Change of a Texas Driver License or
Identification Card, and Form CDL-2, Texas
Class-A or -B Driver License Application,
for Non-CDL Exempt Vehicles.
When you arrive at the DPS office, you’ll
give the forms and your current driver
license to the DPS representative. Then, you
will take a test for visual acuity and colorblindness, and your new photograph will be
taken. You will provide your thumbprints and

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) in Pounds
Tow Vehicle or MH
Towed Vehicle
Combined
< = 26,000

none

n/a

C

< = 10,000

any

C

< = 26,000

C

> 26,000

A

> 10,000

> 26,000

License Class
Required

none

n/a

B

< = 10,000

any

B

> 10,000

any

A

Find Your
License Class
Find the GVWR of your
motorhome or tow vehicle
in the first column, the
GVWR of your trailer or
toad in the second column
and the combined GVWR
of both vehicles in the
third column. The last
column shows the class of
license you will need.
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“There are 20 questions on each of
the knowledge tests, and you must
answer at least 14 questions
correctly to pass. Although you’re
given up to eight hours to complete
each test, if you’ve studied, it should
take you only 15 to 30 minutes.”

CDL Study Buddy
WWW.CDLSTUDYBUDDY.COM

offers practice exams for
the Special Requirements
Test and the Combinations
Test. Be sure your practice
test is for the “special
requirements” test.

pay the $11 fee. Finally, the agent will set
up a computer in the testing area for you to
take the knowledge test.
Everyone must take the knowledge test
which the DPS office refers to as the “Texas
CDL Special Requirements Test.” (It’s called
the “Texas CVO Knowledge Test” on the
computer). You do not have to take the CDL
General Knowledge Test, nor do you have
to take the CDL Air Brakes Test, even if your
rig has air brakes. In addition, if your rig is
a combination, for example, a truck towing
a trailer, you’ll also need to take the Texas
CDL Combinations Test.
The Special Requirements Test covers
the material found in Section 14 of the
Texas Commercial Motor Vehicle Drivers
Handbook, while the Combinations Test
covers the material found in Section 6. The
material in the rest of the handbook is not
included on the tests.
There are 20 questions on each of the
knowledge tests, and you must answer
at least 14 questions correctly to pass.
Although you’re given up to eight hours
to complete each test, if you’ve studied,
it should take you only 15 to 30 minutes.
You may not have, or consult, any written
material during the test, nor can you use
your cell phone.

CDLStudyBuddy.com offers practice
exams for the Special Requirements Test
and the Combinations Test. Don’t waste your
time on sites that offer practice tests for the
CDL General Knowledge Test, because that
is not the test you’re taking. It’s important
to make sure your practice test is for the
“special requirements” test.

Skills (Driving) Test

Once you’ve passed the knowledge test,
you’re ready to move on to the skills (driving) test. You must pass the skills test within
90 days from when you paid the application
fee. If you don’t, you’ll be required to start
the application process over.
After you pass the knowledge test, a DPS
employee will register you in the new Texas
DPS Drive Test Scheduling System. You’ll log
in with your driver license number, date of
birth and e-mail address. Once logged in,
you can choose the license type for which
you’re testing and the geographic area in
which you want to take the test. (Unlike the
knowledge test that you can take at any DPS
office in the state, only certain DPS offices
administer the skills test.) The system will
then show you available dates and times for
your test and allow you to book an appointment. Within the Drive Test Scheduling
System, you can also cancel and reschedule
appointments and check for, and change to,
better dates and times when they become
available and search other offices for better
appointments.
You should drive your own rig for the skills
test. If you usually tow a vehicle behind your
motorhome, you are required to bring it for
the test only if the combination of vehicles
bumps you into a higher licensing class. In
this case, you would need to bring your toad
connected for towing, but be sure to tell the
examiner if your combination can’t be safely
backed up more than a few feet because of
the risk of damaging the toad.
So, how can you legally drive your rig
to the test without the proper license?
Unofficially, at least, this is simply not an
issue. One person who asked was told
by the DPS office, “We are licensing, not
enforcement.” With so many RVers unaware
of the Class-A/B licensing requirements, the
DPS staff is likely to be appreciative that you
are trying to take appropriate measures.

In addition to your rig, also bring your:

• current Texas driver license
• eyeglasses or contacts, if you’re required
to wear them for driving
40
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• proof of liability insurance
• most recent registration receipt (with a
current registration sticker on each vehicle)
• most recent safety inspection report for
each vehicle
You’ll be relieved to know that the skills
test is not the same as the rigorous CDL test
described in the Texas Commercial Motor
Vehicle Drivers Handbook. Instead, it’s more
similar to the test you took when you first
obtained your driver license for a passenger
car, except that you’re
now driving your RV.
The on-road portion
of the test is administered
in a single phase, and you must score
at least 70 points to pass. Because the
parking maneuvers are part of this single
phase, you can pass the test even if you fail
your “off-street” maneuver, something that is
not possible for a CDL applicant.

The examiner will review your documents
and then inspect your vehicle to ensure each
of the following mechanisms are working
properly:

• headlights
• front turn signals and emergency flashers
• taillights
• brake lights
• rear turn signals and emergency flashers
• horn
If any of this equipment is not working
properly, or if you’re missing current license
plates (front and rear), windshield wipers,
rearview mirrors or safety belts, your
vehicle is not legal to drive. You will receive
a courtesy warning and not be allowed to
take the driving test. For this reason, check
all these items yourself before going to take
your test. Unlike a commercial vehicle, you
are not required to have emergency equipment on board, such as a fire extinguisher or
reflector triangles.

Next, the examiner will get into the front
passenger seat with you. No one else (like
your spouse) is permitted to ride along. The
examiner will grade you on four areas:

• vehicle control
• observation (including turning your head
to look in your mirrors and blind spots)
• positioning your vehicle in the driving lane
• signaling turns
He or she will also remind you that you
are responsible for the control and safe
operation of your vehicle, and that if you
cause an accident or break any laws, you
will fail the test. This is the time to ask

Texas DPS Drive
Test Scheduling
System
TXDPSSCHEDULER.COM

You will log in with your
driver license number,
date of birth and e-mail
address. Once logged
in, you can choose the
license type for which
you’re testing and the
geographic area in which
you want to take the test.
Unlike the knowledge test
that you can take at any
DPS office in the state,
only certain DPS offices
administer the skills test.

“Start to finish, the skills test
will last about 20 to 30 minutes.
At completion, the examiner will
summarize your performance, tell
you if you passed and give you a
copy of the test results.”
questions, as conversation is not permitted
during the test itself.

The first part of the actual test is the “off-street”
portion, during which you’ll be asked to perform
one of the following maneuvers in a course marked
with orange cones in a parking lot:
• Straight-line backing: back up approximately 60 feet in a straight line between
two rows of cones without touching or
crossing over them.
• Offset backing: back into a space that is
to the left or right rear of your vehicle.
You will drive straight forward to a point
that the examiner designates. From that
position you must back the vehicle into
the opposite lane until the front of your
vehicle has passed the first set of cones
without striking the boundary cones.
• Parallel parking: You will drive past the
entrance to the parallel parking space
with your vehicle parallel to the parking
area, and then back into the space without crossing front, side or rear boundaries
marked by cones. You are required to
maneuver your entire vehicle completely
into the space.

November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine

41

• approaching corners
• traffic signals and signs
• left and right turns (at least three of each)
Be sure to come to a complete stop at
intersections with the front of your vehicle
behind the heavy white line. Then, if needed,
pull forward to see into the intersection.
Also, be sure to observe applicable speed
limits, but don’t drive too slowly. This can
also cause a points deduction. Finally, check
your position in your lane frequently, using
your wide-angle mirrors. The examiner will
be watching this closely.
Start to finish, the skills test will last
about 20 to 30 minutes. At completion, the
examiner will summarize your performance,
tell you if you passed and give you a copy of
the test results. If you passed, the examiner
will collect your driver license and ask you
to wait inside for a few minutes, after which
he or she will return your license with the
top cut off, along with a temporary license
printout. You must carry both licenses with
you when driving until you receive your
replacement plastic license in the mail about
two weeks later.

Expiration and Renewal
You are not allowed to use an outside
helper or “spotter.” And, unlike on the CDL
test, you are not allowed to exit your vehicle
to check its position. Instead, you must use
your mirrors. You are allowed to pull forward
to clear an encroachment or get a better
position, although if you do this excessively,
expect a points deduction.
After the “off-street” portion of the test,
the examiner will direct you to an adjacent
road. You will be instructed to turn left or
right when needed and told when to change
lanes. The directions are specific, so listen
carefully. Many directions will be preceded
by, “when it’s safe to do so...”, as a reminder
that you are responsible for safe operation.
You’ll drive around secondary and neighborhood roads mostly, but a highway might also
be included.

You’re graded on control, observation,
positioning and signaling in each of the
following maneuvers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
42

starting
stopping
changing lanes
merging into traffic
use of lanes
yielding right of way where required
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A Class-A or -B Exempt driver license is
valid for six years, same as a Class-C license.
However, upgrading to a Class-A or -B
Exempt license does not reset your existing
license renewal date, so your initial Class-A
or-B license will have the same renewal date
as your Class-C license.
Unlike Class-C licenses, a Class-A or -B
Exempt license must be renewed in person
at a DPS office unless you are outside the
state and can meet the requirements for
out-of-state renewal by mail. Because you
can renew your license anytime within the
one-year period before it expires and keep
the same expiration date, if you are visiting
Texas anytime during this period, the easiest
way to renew is to walk into a DPS office and
take care of it in person. If this isn’t possible,
download the out-of-state or out-of-country
renewal packet for the requirements and
procedures for renewing by mail.
DAVID GOLDSTEIN, a former attorney and entrepreneur, is now Escapees Director of Technology
and Marketing Strategy. He and his wife,
Cheryl, live full time in their 40-foot, fifthwheel trailer towed by a Ford F-450.
Both earned their Texas Class-A exempt
licenses in 2016. Follow their travels at
LandmarkAdventures.net.

WE BUY

Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979

pROdUCt deSCRIptIOnS

Be Electrically
Independent

RVs!

It's time to CASH IN
on your RV. We are
the solution.

www.RVSolarElectric.com

Call us today. We are
ready to BUY your RV!

480-443-8520 • 800-999-8520
Call for our free catalog and design planner.

(800) 349-5542

Rv solaR kits—panel, mount, regulator, wire, hardware & instructions.
NoEl’s solaR-iNvERtER kit—A complete AC & dC power system.
MPPt CoNtRollER—Can increase solar output with fewer solar panels.

Or visit us
on the web at:

iNvERtER-ChaRgER—Use virtually any appliance without a generator.
solaR systEMs—Work silently to recharge your RV battery without fuel.
CatalytiC hEatER—Keep warm without using battery power.

www.BuyMyRVUSA.com

RV Armor Lifetime Roof

Central Florida

leak and
worry-free

RV Center

FOR LIFE.

Central Florida RV

AFTER

Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

Convenient: Don’t Move!
We’ll come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.
Permanent: Lifetime material and
labor warranty. Tracked by the VIN #

BEFORE

Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

We are striving to be your
#1 RV specialist!

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

SEAMLESS

is a leading buyer of
pre-owned RVs.
We are always looking to buy.
We purchase all classes of
RVs, paid for or not. We buy
nationally, have expert appraisers and work with a reliable network of dealers.

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark of
RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

(800) 902-9022
www.cflrv.com
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Lisa Beale #139772
The story of a long-distance entrepreneur

An Untethered Life
By RENE AGREDANO #103274

Lisa Beale #139772 loved everything about her life in Washington, DC,
from her swanky condo and stylish wardrobe, to great friends and a
busy social calendar. But, on her 50th birthday, she had an awakening.
She realized that the prestigious medical weight loss business she
owned enabled her to enjoy a comfortable existence, but it could never
deliver the one thing that she craved: an untethered life.
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S

ixteen months later, Lisa drove her new
Thor Axis motorhome to the South
Dakota Department of Motor Vehicles
office. She took a driving test and, when
she passed, she surrendered her Washington,
DC driver license. Her metamorphosis into
full-time RVing life was now complete.
Age is only a number, but for Lisa, turning
50 was a light-bulb moment. “I realized that
my life was exactly the same as it was at 40.
For 17 years, I was at my office from 6:30
a.m. until closing after 7:00 p.m. I never
took an unscheduled day off, never worked
from home, never came in late, never left
early and never took a sick day. It was a
great life, but I was on auto-pilot, and the
repetitiveness was beginning to wear on me,”
she explained.

Redefining Her Vision of Success

While celebrating her 50-year milestone,
her father’s untimely death weighed heavy
on her mind. Lisa’s dad, “Doc Beale,” was a
pioneering physician in Washington, DC. In
the 1970s, he felt called to do something
about the growing obesity epidemic, so he
started the region’s first medical weight loss
clinic (docbeale.com). By the time Dr. Beale
opened a second location, Lisa filled the role
of office manager and, eventually, became
a weight loss counselor. After her father’s
death, she took over the business entirely.
“My father had died instantly in a car
accident at age 62. I wondered, if he knew at
my age that he only had 12 years left, would
he have done anything differently? Probably
not; he lived with no regrets, which rubbed
off on me.”
Change was in the air as she considered
a new path. Above all else, she says she
wanted “the freedom and peace to live my
best life, on my own terms, without being
tied to anything.” Lisa had no misgivings
about her DC lifestyle, but it was time to
redefine what happiness meant to her. She
now had a personal vision of success that
involved traveling with her beloved Shih
Tzu dog, Fluffy. Unequivocally dedicated to
continuing her father’s legacy, she considered all the ways she could live on the road
while managing operations from afar.
“I initially thought I would sell the business, but, as I sat in silence, I realized that
I could figure out how to run the business
without actually being there. After all, I was
able to continue Dr. Beale’s office without Dr.
Beale, so perhaps I could continue it without
Lisa Beale.”

By the time she reached South Dakota
about one year later, she not only made
her plan work, she has created a better
business. Even when she’s far from her
Washington, DC headquarters, Lisa makes
herself available each day to new and
current clients as well as her staff. She also
handles normal daily business operations
like financial reports, employee time sheets
and inventory management.
“Both my staff and clients know that I
am always available,” she says. Her remote
management style has even inspired her
nine trusted employees in three locations to
take on more challenging and fulfilling roles.
“The success of Dr. Beale’s Medical Weight
Loss is important to all of us; after all, it
pays all of our bills. They support me and I
support them. It is definitely a team effort.”
With her mother as the company CPA,
and with established protocols to manage

Lisa’s manufactured
hair-care product,
PrePoo for hair.

“Today, her untethered life is no
longer routine and that’s exactly
how she likes it. She even has
time to build a second unrelated
business by manufacturing a
hot-oil, hair-therapy product.”
daily employee communications, Lisa traveled coast-to-coast with 12-year-old Fluffy
as her co-pilot. Today, her untethered life is
no longer routine, and that’s exactly how she
likes it. She even has time to build a second
unrelated business by manufacturing a hotoil hair-therapy product. This side gig began
by accident when she created the treatment
for her own hair health challenges.
“My friends noticed a major change in my
hair and inspired me to package and sell it,”
she explains. Made with a blend of coconut
and tea tree oils, she manufactures and
packages the product by herself whenever
she’s back in DC. Once complete, she ships
several months of inventory to an Amazon
warehouse for fulfillment. Loyal customers
who leave rave reviews about “PrePoo for
hair” are driving enough sales to cover the
cost of Lisa’s fuel.
Being nomadic is everything she had
hoped it would be and then some. “RV life
works well for me because I am an introvert.
November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Above: Lisa finds solitude in
her new RV lifestyle while
camping at Devils Lake in
Lincoln, Oregon.
PHOTO SUE ROTH GRAFF #142419

Bottom left: Lisa and her
traveling fur pal, Fluffy.
PHOTO BY LISA BEALE #139772

Far right: Lisa and Xscaper
friends Tami Mitchell and
Daniel Heming enjoy off-road
fun at the Xscapers Central
Oregon Convergence.
PHOTO BY TAMI MITCHELL #136513

I enjoy exploring cities and sights solo.” In
the last year, she’s visited many old friends
and made new ones, too. After hearing
about Xscapers through social media, she
beelined to Quartzsite last winter in search
of other kindred spirits.
“I decided to head to the annual bash in
2018, because I was new on the road and
wanted to meet others doing the same
thing,” she recalls. Although large group
settings tend to make her feel reserved and
a bit shy, she enjoyed such a warm welcome
from Xscapers that she immediately joined
the club. Then she reconnected with the
group eight months later at the Bend,
Oregon, summer convergence.

Lisa’s Tips for Managing from Afar

Many entrepreneurs believe their business
can’t survive without their physical presence.
However, Lisa explains that it can be
done. Here’s how:
• Step 1: Separate yourself from
your brand. “I still consider it my
father’s business; I am just the
keeper of the legacy. My father
is ‘Dr. Beale,’ not me. This became
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clearer to me when I visited my Virginia
location one day in 2016. I was behind
the receptionist desk when a client came
in. I said, Hi, my name is Lisa Beale. She
looked at me like, Who cares? That was
perfect! I do not need them to know who
I am, I only need them to know that they
will be well taken care of at Dr. Beale’s
Medical Weight Loss. If you have an ego,
this will be a big challenge.”
• Step 2. Have a competent manager and
trustworthy staff. “I learned from my father
that you have to pay good people well.”
• Step 3. Do not micromanage. “I allow
my office manager to determine her own
management style within the overall
legacy my father set. What is important
to me is the quality of care for our clients.
I step in with staff and clients only when
necessary, which is not often.”
RENE AGREDANO, Jim Nelson and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 11th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at LiveWorkDream.com.

Texas

South Dakota

Everyone needs a

Florida

Home base

With service in Texas, South Dakota or Florida, the top three states for
most RVers, Escapees Mail Service can help you establish domicile in
a place that meets your financial, medical and legal needs and receive
mail anywhere in the world.

Full-time RVers often face unique legal challenges based on their lifestyle. Regulations that are easily met if you
live at a fixed address can be major hurdles for someone who lives full-time in their RV. With over 35 years of
knowledge and experience, Escapees RV Club provides services to meet the unique needs of full-time RVers.

MAIL SERVICE
www.escapees.com/mail-service | 936-327-8873

Since 1985, Escapees mail-forwarding service has
been assisting full-time and part-time RVers with all
their mail forwarding needs. As a licensed commercial mail-receiving agent, Escapees provides the
largest, most economical service for RVers in the
nation. You will enjoy being greeted with friendly,
personal attention every time you call.

Holiday Entertainment with RVing Friends

Xscapers meet up for a potluck dinner and an
outdoor movie while camping off-grid in Anza
Borrego State Park, in Borrego Springs, California.
PHOTO BY SETH K. HUGHES, WWW.SETHKHUGHES.COM
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Very Merry

MOVIE NIGHT
By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409

November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine

49

“…getting together with friends to break bread and
share an evening of entertainment is a wonderful way
to connect during the holiday season.”
I’ll never forget that long-ago
Thanksgiving. My father had come
for dinner, and after our big meal,
wanting to relax and be entertained, I suggested watching
something on the television.

N

ot being a football fan, I thought a
movie would fit the bill. In no time,
we were settled into the couch,
ready for some holiday cheer.
Knowing Dad to be a big Las Vegas lover, I
queued up—wait for it: Casino. In retrospect,
what was I thinking? Directed by Martin
Scorsese, I can assure you, it was no fun and
fuzzy Ocean’s 11.

Where to Watch

While I’ll always consider that movie pick a
big holiday fail, I still love gathering a group
for some quality holiday entertainment.
Whether it’s returning to a well-loved park
and reuniting with winter-roost friends,
or spending the holiday in a new location
and making a new set of pals, organizing a
holiday movie night is always a hit.
From the latest Hollywood releases to the
classics, paired with movie-themed munchies
and beverages, these parties result in great
conversation, wonderful memories and
blossoming friendships that carry on across
the RVing landscape.
With indoor space at a premium, a movie
under the stars is the way to go. If you or
one of your friends is fortunate enough
to have a large screen TV in an outdoor
compartment, perfect. If not, move your TV
to a solid table outside. Ask guests to bring
comfy chairs, a blanket and a themed dish
to pass around, and you’re all set.
Often parks will host movies on a big
screen. In that case, organize your party to
gather at the venue at a certain time and
proceed accordingly. The park management
may even be open to movie suggestions,
so if there’s something you especially want
to see, just ask. If indoor flicks are more to
your liking, ask the park if you can use their
50
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media room for a small event. We’ve done
that at several Escapees parks with great
success.

What to Watch

From completely classic to action-packed
to visually stunning, there are a number
of great holiday pictures to choose from.
Everyone has his or her favorite. My mom
loved A Christmas Carol, but only the one
starring Alastair Sim. I prefer Dr. Seuss’
How the Grinch Stole Christmas. As for my
dad, I’m not sure, but chances are good that
Casino wasn’t on his list!
With so many end-of-year decisions
waiting to be made, here are a few fun
films with interesting backstories for your
consideration, complete with relevant snack
suggestions. Let’s get the party started!

The Classic:
Miracle on 34th Street—1946, starring
Maureen O’Hara, John Payne, Natalie Wood
and Edmund Gwenn

This three-time Academy Award winner
is all about innocence, skepticism and
redemption. Interestingly, 20th Century Fox
believed theater attendance to be higher in
the warmer months. For that reason, they
concealed the Christmas aspect of the film
in their marketing materials and released
the movie in June, to the surprise and
delight of audiences. Because one of the
main characters, Macy’s event director Doris
Walker, was divorced, the Catholic Legion of
Decency gave it a “morally objectionable in
part” B-rating.

Classic snacks: Combine the foodie aspects of
a summer release with the 1940’s and you’ll
have a lovely themed picnic for your party.
Popular foods might include cold fried chicken,
ham-and-cheese sandwiches, cream cheese
and grape jelly on Ritz crackers, stuffed celery
stalks, mixed vegetable salad, fruit, cookies,
cakes, Almond Joy candy bars and a big bowl
of M&Ms. Drinks to consider? Rum-based
Planter’s Punch, champagne cocktails, ginger
ale and lemonade.

The Action Film:

RECIPE:
5-CUP SALAD

Die Hard—1988, starring Bruce Willis and Alan
Rickman

Set on Christmas Eve at a corporate holiday
party, the debate over whether this movie
should be classified as a Christmas film
or an action-thriller was settled in a 2017
Tweet by the screenwriter. The verdict: a
Christmas movie. Because Die Hard was
based upon the sequel to the 1968 Frank
Sinatra movie, The Detective, the studio was
contractually obligated to offer the lead role
to the then 70-something Sinatra. Once the
actor declined, the hunt for a star began in
earnest. After being turned down by the
likes of Harrison Ford, Sylvester Stallone
and Robert De Niro, the part was given to
then-comedy TV star Bruce Willis, creating a
bonafide action star and a string of sequels.
As for Alan Rickman, it was his first feature
film, turning him into a bankable Hollywood
star as well.
Special note for Frank Lloyd Wright fans:
The production designer noted that the
film took place in an era where it felt like
Japanese firms were “buying up” America. To
that end, during set design, he imagined that
the fictional company, Nakatomi Corporation,
bought Fallingwater, disassembled it and
then reassembled it in their Los Angeles
headquarters’ atrium, where plenty of the
action takes place. Yippee-ki-yay, indeed!

Action snack: We don’t have to get as fancy
as a 1980’s Japanese corporate holiday
party to set the mood for this flick. Serve
up a batch of Crockpot Swedish meatballs,
glazed with grape jelly, spinach dip in a bread
bowl, seven-layer dip, stuffed potato skins,
ambrosia salad (or as I call it, 5-cup salad,
recipe included) and cheesecake. Wine coolers,
melon ball cocktails (using Japanese Midori
melon liqueur) and sparkling water round out
the menu.

The Musical Cult Movie:
The Nightmare Before Christmas—1993,
stop-action animation/Tim Burton and Danny
Elfman
With a hat tip to animated Christmas
TV shows of his childhood, Tim Burton
envisioned making a stop-action
animated film based upon a poem
he wrote while working for Disney in
1982. Nearly 10 years later, production
began, and what a two-year production
period it was: 110,000 frames shot, 120

This time-travel recipe
couldn’t be easier. As promised in the name, it contains
only five ingredients, comes
together in a flash and feels
a little fancy.
1 cup of each of the following:
• Canned pineapple chunks
• Canned Mandarin oranges
• Shredded coconut
• Mini-marshmallows
• Sour cream
Combine all ingredients and
chill for at least one hour.
That’s it, really. Enjoy!
PHOTO COURTESY OF BECKY BLAD,
LOVETOBEINTHEKITCHEN.COM.

skilled craftsmen on the filmmaking crew, 20
soundstages and 227 puppets created for
the film. To produce the myriad of emotions
that Jack Skellington, the main character,
experienced, puppet makers fashioned
“around 400 heads” depicting every imaginable emotion. As one critic put it, “It’s a
dazzling mix of fun and fright and explodes
the notion that animation is kid stuff…it’s 74
minutes of timeless movie magic.”

Cult movie snack: Even though this is an
end-of-year holiday film, the main character
is the king of Halloween Town. Get in the
spirit with pumpkin cheese balls, deviled eggs,
pulled chicken barbecue sliders with coleslaw,
spicy bat (chicken) wings, caramel corn and a
pumpkin pie. Wash it down with blood orange
screwdrivers, a dark and stormy punch or
with warm apple cider.

Making Movie Magic

It doesn’t matter if you RV part time, full
time or are only a weekend adventurer,
getting together with friends to break bread
and share an evening of entertainment is a
wonderful way to connect during the holiday
season. To that, I wish you merry movies
and happy holidays.
EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents. In
2000, she and her husband, Ray, set off
on their own adventure in search of a
sunny place to settle down. Eighteen-plus
years later, they’re still roaming the
country, sharing interesting destinations
and cooking up delicious RV kitchen recipes
in their popular RV TV series,
RVCookingShow.com.
November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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For many families, this time of year is when
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hen researching ideas for our annual gift
guide, our review team looks for items
that are considerate of your unique needs
as an RVer. With limited space in an RV,
gear and gadgets need to be useful and, even better,
multi-purpose. If it is going to occupy precious real
estate, it needs to prove its value. Most of all, we look
for items that enhance the RV lifestyle, whether it is
through saving you time and money or encouraging you
to embark on your next adventure.

Countertop Cooking
Appliances
We get it! Dining out and exploring
the local culinary scene along your
travels is fun. However, it can be
pricey to hop from diner to restaurant
to pub day after day. A handy way to
save up for those excursions is to plan
ahead and select one or two can’t-miss eateries, then
prepare the rest of your meals at home. The catch is, RV
kitchens aren’t always ideal for home chefs.

Praised by owners of all types of RVs, countertop
cooking appliances are a convenient solution to small
RV stovetops. Thankfully, in the last few years, several
appliances have been developed that take the frustration out of RV cooking.
There is a cult-like following for the  INSTANT POT,
an electric pressure cooker that hit the market several
years ago. A quick Google search will yield hundreds
of websites dedicated to recipes, cooking techniques,
accessories and more. For those with social media
savvy, Facebook is brimming with a variety of groups
focused on both general and diet-specific recipes. This
makes it easy to find new meals to try in your Instant
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Will and Britta Brown #142366 enjoy
using their Tabletop Griddle.

Pot, regardless of your dietary needs. At the Escapees
58th Escapade, the Instant Pot cooking lesson was
one of the highest attended seminars. The fascination
with this appliance comes from the “set it and forget
it” convenience of cooking. Follow a few simple prep
instructions, then dump your ingredients into the pot.
Replace the lid, make sure the release valve is sealed,
select your cook time and let it do the rest of the work.
In some recipes, it can also be a huge time saver,
especially when cooking dried beans or grains without
soaking. (instantpot.com; photos: instantpot.com/
product-photography)
Another beloved appliance is the
 PORTABLE INDUCTION COOKTOP.
This is a great tool when trying to prepare meals with your larger cookware,
such as soups and chili, or when you
need an extra cooking surface to speed
up your boondocking meal prep. This
appliance is also convenient to have on-hand
when prepping side dishes for grilling outdoors.
According to Mark Nemeth in his January/
February 2018 review of induction cooktops, “The only
drawback is that they won’t work with aluminum pans
and some non-magnetic stainless steel.” Add to the fact
that the power draw is similar to a microwave, and we
understand why this cooking option may not be suitable
for everyone. Options range in price from $50 to $150
and up, depending on the brand, features and source.

Second in popularity only to the Instant Pot is the
recently developed  AIR FRYER. This cooker emerged
as an alternative to oil frying, selling users on the taste,
texture and health benefits of foods prepared without
oil. We’ve seen RVers rave about making everything from
steak to grilled cheese in addition to the more typical
French fries and chicken wings.
Real estate is at a premium in an RV, so another
countertop appliance may not be practical for you. For
some, it’s a great alternative to their convection ovens or
countertop toaster ovens. Combine this with an Instant
Pot, and you may not need your oven again.
There are a wide variety of models to
choose from ranging from $40 to $160
and up, ensuring there is something for
nearly every space and budget.
Escapees members Will and Britta
Brown #142366 recently sang the praises of
their  TABLETOP GRIDDLE from Blackstone.
“We get asked a lot about our RV cooking products.
We have absolutely loved our Blackstone griddle! It’s so
versatile and we’ve made some good eats at the Browns’
House.” From steaks and burgers to Sunday morning
pancakes, this grill can handle a wide variety of food.
What makes it even better? You can use it outdoors and
avoid heating up your RV. The grill costs between $80
and $100 for the most popular model, with the price
varying by retailer.
November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Boondocker-friendly Gear

If you camped on national land
this year, you likely encountered
a burn ban. It’s important to be
safe and respect the rules, but
bans can put a damper on fun
campfire activities. Thankfully,
there are several alternatives
available. One product highly
recommended by our members is  CAMCO’S
LITTLE RED CAMPFIRE. These portable propane
campfires let you enjoy the warmth as well as the
marshmallow roasting associated with wood campfires
without the smoke, ash and fire risk. Models vary in size
and price from $100 to $200, available from retailers
such as Walmart, Camping World, Amazon and others.
Another great gift for boondocking-loving RVers is
solar power. Generators are extremely helpful when
trying to live off-grid for a bit, but the noise and exhaust
can be overwhelming. It’s pricey to outfit your entire RV
with solar panels and batteries, but a solid transitional
step is to invest in portable gear with a small footprint.
That’s where  GOAL ZERO comes in. With several
options to suit your needs, Goal Zero helps keep devices
charged even when you’re off-grid. With prices
ranging from $20 to $1,500, you can find a
power device that suits the recipient’s needs
and your price point. Visit www.goalzero.com for
more information.
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There isn’t anything worse than
being in the middle of nowhere with
a dead car battery. Thankfully,
there are handy gadgets that
can save the day. Earlier this
year, I had the opportunity to
review a product called the
 JUMPSMART. This device is
a flashlight, device charger and
car battery jump-start all in one.
While it isn’t quite enough to take
on every class-A engine, their website states
it can handle any 3.0L vehicle and even a
2.0 diesel truck. This makes it an excellent
option for tow vehicles. The same battery
that powers the jump-start capability can
charge mobile devices, too. Simply plug your
charging cable into the USB port and let the
JumpSmart do the rest. Thankfully, I didn’t
have an emergency while testing it, so I cannot confirm its jump-start abilities. It does,
however, live up to its creator’s claims in the
device charging and flashlight areas. At $120,
it’s pricey, but also incredibly handy for those
emergency situations, especially when
you are camping alone in a remote
area. JumpSmart can be found at
limitlessinnovations.com/product/
jumpsmart or from Amazon.

For the RVer Who Has It All

When space is at a premium, it can be stressful to figure
out what to gift your beloved RVer. Instead of another
book, magnet or trinket, gift them an unforgettable
experience!
Last year, we profiled the discount camping programs,
Boondockers Welcome and Harvest Hosts. These are
great options, for sure. You can learn more about both
at www.escapees.com/benefits/
partner-discounts.
Another option to consider is
an  AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
PASS, the annual pass for our
United States National Park
System. The passholder receives
daily admission to designated
parks and other federal lands at
no cost. This can provide significant savings
and the opportunity to explore federal recreation sites.
This type of gift encourages those you love to venture
out and enjoy the great outdoors while also helping
to keep money in their pockets. You can purchase the
America the Beautiful pass at www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm or most national park camp stores.
If you know where your recipient plans to visit, gifting
your friend or loved one a wine, brewery or other local
tour, shows your love in a unique way. Use websites like
craftbeer.com to look for opportunities along their travel
route. For the true connoisseur, you can couple your gift

with a  TASTING JOURNAL
from 33 Books to encourage
further exploration and
reflection. They have extended a discount to our readers
to receive 15 percent off your
purchase at 33books.com
using the code ESCAPEES.
Not sure what lies ahead?
Try a gift from  TINGGLY.
This service allows you to purchase gift certificates towards
experiences and excursions
all over the world. Recipients
can choose from guided city tours, skydiving,
hot air balloon rides, river tubing, day cruises,
theme parks and so much more. Tinggly offers
an ideal gift for someone who is always on the
move, seeking their next memorable adventure. Learn
more at www.tinggly.com. Use promo code “Escapees”
for 10-percent off, valid through January 31, 2019.
When you really want to spoil someone, sign them up
for an  ESCAPEES HOP (Head Out Program) event!
These exciting events offer a variety of opportunities
for unique experiences designed specifically for RVers.
From cruising through the ocean to people-watching
on Bourbon Street, there is something for nearly every
interest. Visit escapees.com/HOPS online to see what
adventures are currently available.
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Choosing
Your Domicile
TIMING IS KEY
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068
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In 1999, when George W. Bush
announced he was running for
President of the United States,
he chose Dick Cheney to help him
find his best running mate. After
a thorough search, Dick Cheney
announced his results.

T

he best running mate/Vice-President
he could find was himself, Dick
Cheney. George W. Bush readily
agreed and soon announced to the
world that he had chosen Dick Cheney as his
running mate.
The cry was loud and immediate.
“You can’t choose Dick Cheney. It’s
unconstitutional!”
“Why?” George Bush must surely have
asked.
“Because you, Mr. Bush, are Governor of
Texas: therefore, you reside in Texas. And
he, Dick Cheney, runs Halliburton in Dallas,
Texas. Therefore, you are both Texans.
Under the United States Constitution, you
can’t both be from the same state.”
Dick Cheney immediately announced, “I
intend to make Wyoming my home,” or words
to that effect. Having a home in Wyoming,
all Dick Cheney needed to do to change his
domicile was to show intention. He quickly
followed up with changing his driver license
and voter registration to Wyoming and the
constitutional requirement was met.*

The Importance of Timing

Had Mr. Cheney solicited advice
from our law firm, he might have
asked the same questions as
many full-time RVers have asked:
“What date should I claim my new domicile,
and when will it take effect?”
The answer is complicated. For Mr.
Cheney, he had been a congressman from
Wyoming in the past. He also still owned a
house there, but he had changed his vehicle
registration, driver license and voter registration to Dallas, Texas. Once it was pointed
out that he could not be a Texan, he simply
changed the vehicle registration, driver
license and voter registration to his home
in Wyoming, and all was solved. Timing
occurred almost automatically.
But then, there’s the full-time RVer. Let’s
assume that you want to become a Texan.
You have a house in Maryland that you
plan to put on the market and a business
incorporated in Maryland that you can take
on the road. You also have your RV registration, driver license and voter registration in
Maryland. You call to ask when you should
“start the process” to become a Texan and
when will it be “complete.” Many callers ask
if they should drive down to Texas ahead of
time to establish their new Escapees address
(it can also be completed by mail) have
their vehicles registered, obtain their driver
license and have their voter registration
changed to Texas. It’s a timing question,
they say.

“As you are contemplating when and
where you want to call a new state
your home, the timing, as well as the
state chosen, can be complicated.”
* With the invention of the electoral college, the requirement of the President and Vice President being from two different
states is more complicated; however, in essence, it is better to simply assume that the President and Vice-President cannot be domiciled in the same state.
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“You call to ask when you should ‘start the
process’...and when will it be ‘complete.’
...It’s a timing question, they say.”
• Selling Your Home
The first precaution I offer is
about their home. In at least
half the states in the U.S., if
you travel to Texas to change
your driver license before you sell your
house, when you sell your Maryland house,
you will be considered an out-of-state or
foreign owner of property. One client told
me that had he changed his driver license
to Texas before his home sold in Maryland,
he would have owed $45,000 extra in taxes
for the sale of the house! If you’re tempted
to change your domicile prior to selling
your house, first check to see if your state
will charge additional taxes for out-of-state
owners of property.
• Health Insurance
Next, I suggest that you learn
about health insurance in
the state you intend to call
home. Find out what you must
do to qualify for health insurance
in that state. I advise the same for vehicle
insurance. It may be that you choose Texas
as your state for domicile because Texas
doesn’t have state income tax, but then you
find out that vehicle insurance in Texas is
much higher than you expected, completely
wiping out any tax gain. So, please do your
research before making the move.
• Business
Then there’s the business.
There is no rule that you must
incorporate in the state of
your domicile, so you wouldn’t
need to create a new LLC in
Texas. For instance, companies have chosen
Delaware as the state of incorporation even
though there are no other ties to Delaware.
Likewise, you can continue to be incorporated in Maryland even if your company
is mobile and you are now becoming a
Texan. However, there may be reasons
to change the company to Texas such
as tax advantages. It can also work as
strong evidence of your claim that you
“intend to make Texas home,” which is
the definition of domicile. If you are not
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incorporated in a state of domicile, you may
have to register as a foreign corporation, so
this issue should also be explored.
Once you have sold the house, received
your new Escapees address, registered your
vehicles, received your driver license and
registered to vote in Texas, the final question
of timing is one answered by accountants as
well as lawyers.
Let’s say you did all those things by
September 1, 2018, and claimed domicile.
You would owe Maryland taxes from January
1 through August 31, 2018, and also Texas
taxes, if any, from that day forward. You can
choose another date, say January 1, 2019, if
that makes more accounting sense. It’s best
to check with your accountant for when and
how to make the transition.

Conclusion

In conclusion, as you are contemplating
when and where you want to call a new state
your home, the timing, as well as the state
chosen, can be complicated. It isn’t as simple
as choosing a state. Unless, perhaps, you
used to be a United States Congressman,
who then became Secretary of Defense,
then CEO of a major corporation, who then
got chosen to be Vice-President, who happened to still own a home in another state.
Short of that scenario, there are details to
explore before taking the leap.
If you travel through Livingston, Texas,
stop by and visit us at Loring & Associates.
You’re welcome to call us with questions or
visit www.escapees.com/education. We offer
domicile lectures, as a part of RVOU, the
Escapees RVers Online University program,
which can help you wade through the tricky
legal maze of domicile.

K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over 30
years, spending 15 of those years as a trial
lawyer. She also taught legal writing at the
University of Houston Law School. From
2011–2016, she was executive director of
Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center
of Polk County, Texas. Susie and her husband,
James Frost, reside in Livingston, Texas.

TIRE DISCOUNT

15%

DISCOUNT FOR

ESCAPEES MEMBERS
Discount includes trucks, automobiles and towables.

SAVE AN AVERAGE OF $90!

(ACTUAL SAVINGS WILL VARY WITH TIRE SELECTION AND QUANTITY PURCHASED)

STACK YOUR ESCAPEES DISCOUNT
WITH GOODYEAR REBATES FOR
EVEN MORE SAVINGS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

www.escapees.com/benefits/partner-discounts

Winter vacation in the tropics

Hawaii

ES APE
Article by EMILY FAGAN #99408 • Photos by MARK AND EMILY FAGAN #99408
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There is nothing like a visit to
the tropics to escape the chill of
winter. My husband, Mark, and I
had a blast when we took a weeklong vacation from full-time RVing
to relax and play with our granddaughters on the sun-splashed
island of Oahu in Hawaii.

T
Cruise to Hawaii
with Escapees!
Visit this tropical paradise with fellow
Escapees members on the Hawaiian
Island—Kilauea Volcano HOP, February
20–March 9, 2019. See pages 6–7, or
visit escapees.com/hops, for details.

he hub of activity on this island is
the neighborhood of Waikiki, which
lies only minutes away from the
international airport in Honolulu.
After dropping off our suitcases at our
hotel, we quickly donned our bathing suits,
grabbed some beach towels and found a
spot on the golden sands of Waikiki beach.
Ahhh—what a spot to begin working on our
suntans between dips in the warm turquoise
water. Beach umbrellas were lined up as far
as we could see, and posh high-rise buildings
nudged the shore. The smell of suntan lotion
was all around us, and the voices of excited
kids and crashing surf wafted across the hot
sand from the water.
It would be easy to spend an entire
vacation in Waikiki, where tourists can find
everything from high-end shopping to fine
dining, to cheesy tourist boutiques to ice
cream cones, while strolling around town in
flip-flops, board shorts or a sarong. However,
all kinds of adventures were waiting for us
only a short distance away.

Diamond Head State Monument

At Diamond Head State Monument,
we huffed and puffed up a lovely, but
sometimes steep, hiking trail that led to
a fabulous promontory with 360-degree
views. The azure ocean twinkled in the sun
all the way to the horizon, reminding us
just how far the Hawaiian Islands are from
everywhere else. Looking back towards
Waikiki, we had a fabulous view of wide
blue waves sweeping towards the shore and
gleaming skyscrapers standing side by side
at the water’s edge.
Where Waikiki beach is packed with
tourists, the beaches along Kailua Bay on
the opposite shore are nearly vacant. The
beaches go on forever along this coast, and
in places our footprints were the first in the
sand. Enormous waves rose up out of the
November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Top: Waikiki at night.
Top right: Snorkeing at
Hanauma Bay Nature
Preserve.
Bottom right: A view of
Diamond Head Lighthouse from Diamond
Head State Monument.

“The Hawaiian Islands
were once full of
sugar and pineapple
plantations, and one
fun excursion was to
the Dole Plantation.”
ocean, reaching up in translucent vivid blue
walls before crashing on the sand in explosions of white froth. Drawing back into the
ocean in a slithering seething retreat, each
wave vanished into the waiting ocean and
then gathered force to unleash its fury again
in a never-ending display of power. Swaying
palm trees rustled and bowed in the strong
winds, and we felt a glorious thrill in our
souls as we walked along this wild shore.
A few miles away, at Sea Life Park, our
granddaughters fulfilled their lifelong dream
of swimming with dolphins. After a brief
frolic with these gregarious creatures, we
took a walk along the opposite shore at
Makapu’u Beach. Local kids were boogie
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boarding in the huge waves, paddling out
into the curling surf and then waiting for the
biggest wave in the series to take them on
a rip-roaring ride to shore. Usually the boys
won against nature, but every so often a
wave would send a kid flying one way while
his board tumbled off in another.

Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve

We romped in the waves on the beaches
around Oahu at least once every day
during our visit, but our most memorable
experience in the water was our snorkeling
adventure at Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve.
This stunning bay is home to an enormous
reef system that is teeming with colorful
fish. After renting some snorkeling gear
and finding a quiet spot at the far end of
the beach for our towels, we waded into
the water and were instantly surrounded
by schools of fish. We couldn’t see the fish
looking down into the water but testing our
diving masks while standing waist deep we
were astonished to see fish maneuvering
around us. We stretched out face down in
the water and were soon cruising along the
surface with our eyes agape at the wonders
of the underwater world. Fish of all kinds and
colors were going about their daily business

stages of development. A cute Pineapple
Express train took tourists around the
grounds, and the gift shop featured pineapple
everything, including pineapple gummi bears,
pineapple soap, pineapple salad dressing and
pineapple-mango jam, to name a few.

Pearl Harbor Historic Site
and Waterfront Memorial

A visit to the Pearl Harbor Historic Site and
Waterfront Memorial was another wonderful
off-the-beach excursion that gave us a
glimpse into the grim day that the Japanese
bombed Pearl Harbor. This is a vast complex
with many different kinds of displays in a
sprawling park setting. We strolled around
the USS Bowfin Submarine and Park for an
hour, poking our heads into various submersible craft. Shuttle buses take visitors
to Ford Island to see the USS Missouri
Memorial and the Pacific Aviation Museum.
The most popular and sobering memorial is
a boat ride to view the USS Arizona where it
still lies underwater.

Waimea Falls

in the rocks and crevices below us. Angel
fish and star fish darted here and there. We
looked for orange and white striped Nemo,
but learned later that clownfish rely on a
type of anemone that doesn’t live in the
Hawaiian waters.

Ho’omalahui Botanical Garden

A few days into our Hawaiian escape, we
were beginning to feel a little waterlogged,
so we headed inland to the Ho’omalahui
Botanical Garden. This lush tropical landscape was flanked by dark green mountains
and felt a world apart from the blindingly
white sand beaches and clear aqua waters
of Hawaii’s shoreline. We enjoyed another
wonderful foray into deep and lush green
rainforest foliage on a hike on the Manoa
Falls Trail. Not only did we relish the cool
shade provided by the thick canopy of trees
on this hike, but we were rewarded with a
lovely waterfall view at the end.

Dole Plantation

The Hawaiian Islands were once full
of sugar and pineapple plantations,
and one fun excursion was to the Dole
Plantation. We wandered among beautiful
gardens and saw pineapple plants in various

Seeking more fun in the sun but a different
kind of romp in the water, we headed to
Waimea Falls in the far northern part of
Oahu. After a short hike to this popular
swimming hole, we donned the mandatory
life preservers and jumped in the water.
The waterfall roared on the far side of the
swimming hole, as water thundered down
in torrents. The bravest swimmers ducked
underneath the blast of fresh water and
sputtered between giggles in the spray.
Nearby Sunset Beach Park lured us onto
its beautiful sands for a stroll along the
beach, but the best sunsets we saw were
back in Waikiki, where tourists lined up
by the dozens with cell phones and fancy
cameras to capture the sun setting into the
water behind the palm trees.
When we returned to our trailer in the
Arizona desert, it felt good to be home. But
that week in the tropical warmth of Hawaii
will go down in our family history as one of
our best vacations ever.
EMILY AND MARK FAGAN have traveled
full-time since 2007, crisscrossing North
America in a 36-foot Hitchhiker fifth-wheel
trailer. For nearly four of those years, they
also cruised the Pacific coast of Mexico in a
44-foot sailboat. They’ve published hundreds
of articles full of RVing tech tips and travel tips
on their website RoadsLessTraveled.us.
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NEW AND IMPROVED, EASY-ACCESS RV EDUCATION

DELIVERING ALL THE
ELEMENTS OF RVERS’ BOOT
CAMP
AND MUCH MORE.
In online classes led by expert instructors,
students learn about these RV-related topics:
• RV Basic Systems
• Hitch Up
• Tire Safety
• RV Driving
• Propane Safety
• Motorhome Towing
• RV Electricity

• RV Intermediate Systems 1 & 2
• Weight Management
• Personal Safety
• Fire/Life Safety
• Towable RVs
• Water Safety/Maintenance
• Domicile

MORE CLASSES ADDED REGULARLY!

ONLY

$79

ster TODAY!
Regi

Did you know students who completed
RVers Online University may qualify for
a discount on their RV insurance?*
Find out how you can take part in this educational experience.

WWW.RVERSONLINEUNIVERSITY.COM

For more information,
visit www.escapees.com/education
*Disclaimer: Discount may only be applied if account
has not already reached maximum discounts allowed.

Why we couldn’t wait

Full-time

RVing

30s
in Our

By KERENSA DURR #115527

My husband,
Brandon, and I
were both only
35 years old
when we took
off in our RV to
travel full-time.

Because of our age, we receive a lot of questions about
our lifestyle. We also hear a lot of misconceptions about
what it means to full-time before retirement. (Spoiler
alert: We don’t have a trust fund!) People always want
to know why we chose to travel at a young age and, for
us, it’s not a simple one-line answer. I suspect it isn’t
for you either. Our reasoning touches on our passions,
jobs, family and future. It was built over time until we
found this life and decided it was the answer for each of
these touchpoints.
November/December 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine

65

Wanderlust

The love of travel may be the biggest,
and most obvious, reason we chose to go
full-time RVing. If either of us didn’t love to
travel, it would be crazy to move into an RV
and crisscross the U.S. But we both love it
and have traveled together and separately.
As a child, I looked forward to vacations,
exploring new places and experiencing
things that I couldn’t at home such as
swimming in the ocean (I lived in land-locked
Indiana) and getting my fill of Thai food. I
never outgrew my wanderlust.
When Brandon and I married, traveling
became part of our way of life. On weekends, we’d drive up the coast from San
Diego, California, stopping wherever the
mood struck along the way. Ten years later,
for our anniversary, we flew from New York
to travel the California coast again in a
rented car. If only we had thought to rent
an RV, we might have started down this
path sooner. New York and New Jersey also
taught us how to camp on the weekends and
switch up our city life.
During this time, we also traveled to visit
both of our families. We lived far away, and
driving or flying to see them became a part
of our summers and holidays. We would
spend a few days, or a week, and then have
to turn around and go home. Thankfully,
the road trip became as fun for us as the
family visit. We took detours and stopped at
roadside attractions along the way.

“Our typical work week is not
much different from when we
were in an office…but the view out
our window keeps changing.”
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When we sat down to examine our lives,
we realized that these road trips, camping
trips and simply being on the road are what
made us happy. We squeezed in the travel
wherever we could, but we wanted more. We
decided to reconfigure our life to be around
travel. As a bonus, this meant we could
spend more time with family when we visit.
This year, we spent over a month with my
grandma, a month with my mom, and we’re
spending December with Brandon’s family.

Flexible Careers and Improved Internet

For years, our jobs dictated where we
lived. Working in specialized fields meant
we followed the opportunities and chance
for advancement. As with most jobs today,
there was no pension to build up in one
company. We were making the decisions we
thought were best. But, after years spent
doing the same thing, we found ourselves
unfulfilled. Brandon was disillusioned, and
he had no desire to climb the corporate
ladder. We figured out what made us happy.
However, with limited vacation time, trying
to allocate time for ourselves and visiting
family in two distant states, we were unable
to travel enough.
We began looking for a different way to
earn money. We realized we could turn our
careers into consulting and freelance gigs
that also meant remote work. If we were
already remote, why couldn’t we be mobile?
Brandon went first and found a consulting
gig that turned into long-term contracts
for our business. Before signing, he let the
company know about our intention to start
RVing. They were supportive and, surprisingly, excited for us.
Moving our careers and business on the
road meant we could still make money and
save for retirement. Thanks to the advancement of technology and improved Internet
connection, it was now possible to perform
the same type of work we had previously
managed from an office in the mountains
in Colorado or on a beach in Alabama. We
wouldn’t have to rely on finding local jobs to
keep us going. We could stay in touch with
clients or employers by e-mail or phone.
Our typical work week is not much
different from when we were in an office with
a lot of time spent working on the computer,
but the view out our window keeps changing.
And now our downtime is spent exploring
new towns and parks instead of the same
camping spots that were within a reasonable
driving distance of our house.

Top: Kerensa with her parents, Melissa and Greg Durr.
Left: Brandon and Kerensa
visiting her cousin, Stephen
May, in the Rocky Mountains.
Bottom right: Kerensa with
her grandma, Peggy Durr, at
Hoover Dam.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON HATCHER
AND KERENSA DURR

No one knows their future. Any one of us
could be hit by a bus tomorrow or have a
pressing reason to stop traveling. For me, I
saw cancer and Alzheimer’s disease affect
my own family. Some survived, but I knew a
long retirement was not guaranteed.
We began setting up our life to be mobile.
While planning our full-time escape, we were
hit with another blow. Within seven months
of our target full-time date-of-departure, my
dad was diagnosed with advanced cancer.
When the time came for us to leave, instead
of moving into an RV, we moved from New
Jersey to Indiana to be near my family for the
following year. Unfortunately, my dad passed
away only two weeks after we arrived, but
I’ll never regret the decision to be by his side
and support my mom during that year. And,
although we weren’t RVing yet, it was our
decision to join the full-time RV lifestyle that
allowed us to make that choice.
This experience reinforced our decision
to make our travel dreams happen now.
Retirement is not guaranteed. My parents had started talking about it, but my
father died soon after his 60th birthday.
I don’t want to wait for a tomorrow that
may never come. I want to experience
everything I can while I can.

“I don’t want to wait for a tomorrow
that may never come. I want to
experience everything I can…”
All these reasons coalesced to give us
the motivation to start traveling, and our
experiences with family gave us the push
and reinforcement we needed. Full-time
RVing became a no-brainer and imperative
for us. My dad might not have ever chosen
this life; he was more of a homebody, but I
still learned to pursue my dreams from him.
Right now, traveling full-time in our RV is
my dream. We’re able to make it possible
at this age because of the Internet and the
flexibility it allows in our jobs and careers. I
think my dad would be proud.
KERENSA DURR and her husband, Brandon
Hatcher, took to the road in January
2014 to travel and work in their RV
while helping others get on the road at
RVtoFreedom.com. You can find them
every day on Facebook or catch up with
them at Escapees or Xscapers events.
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Central Florida is ideal for winter travelers
with the average temperature remains in the
70s during the day. As Floridians prepare for
the migration of snowbirds and tourists,
traffic picks up, RV parks fill and the locals gear
up for the season.

M

any visitors to Central Florida plan to visit one or
more of the most well-known theme parks such as
Walt Disney World; however, there is much more
to see and do without waiting in long lines.
Here are a few fun, and perhaps overlooked, places that
you can only experience in Central Florida. These destination stopovers are based on proximity, ease of access and
commuting. They provide an exhilarating adventure and a
nice change of pace away from the tourist crowds.

Off-the-beaten-path adventures

CENTRAL

FLORIDA
DESTINATIONS
By RANDY DEVAUL, Guest Contributor
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PHOTO COURTESY OF CAPTAIN FRED’S
AIR BOAT NATURE TOURS

ORLANDO TREE TREK
PHOTO BY
RANDY DEVAUL

“While traveling
through Central
Florida, experience
all this region has to
offer by visiting these
hands-on and up close,
off-the-beaten-path
destinations.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF WALLABY RANCH
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Nearby RV Parks
with a three-star
or higher rating:

Orlando Tree Trek

Gatorland

7625 Sinclair Rd., Kissimmee, FL 34747
407-390-9999. www.orlandotreetrek.com

This list offers RV parks on
the west side of Disney,
where you will encounter
more local traffic than
tourist traffic. They’re
within minutes of the
major theme parks.

This family-owned, seven-acre adventure
park consists of four progressively challenging obstacles and zip-line adult courses and
two kids’ courses.
While 50 feet off the ground, safely
strapped to a line with a harness, the
heart-pounding excitement is real. From the
youngest (age 7) to the young-at-heart (age
80+), the experience is exhilarating. The
course is designed to be a challenge while
ensuring no one is at risk.
Adult cost is $54.95. Children ages 7 and
8: $32.95; ages 9 to 11: $39.95.
Open rain or shine.

1368 South Poinciana Blvd.
Kissimmee, FL 34746, 407-846-0770
www.gatorland.com

Rainbow Chase RV Resort
6300 Lake Wilson Drive
Davenport, FL 33896
863-424-2688
RAINBOWCHASERV.COM

Mouse Mountain
RV & Camping
7500 Osceola Polk Line Rd
Davenport, FL 33896
863-424-2791
MOUSEMOUNTAINRVRESORT.COM

Kissimmee South
MH & RV Resort
3700 US Hwy 17 92 N
Davenport, FL 33837
863-424-1286
KISSIMMEESOUTHRVRESORT.COM

Orlando SW/
Fort Summit KOA
2525 Frontage Rd
Davenport, FL 33837
863- 424-1880
KOA.COM/CAMPGROUNDS/
ORLANDO-SW/

Themeworld RV Resort
2727 Frontage Rd
Davenport, FL 33837
863-424-8362
THEMEWORLDRVRESORT.COM

Escapees
Parks
Sumter Oaks RV Park
4602 Co Rd 673
Bushnell, FL 33513
ESCAPEES.COM/PARKING

352-793-1333
The Resort SKP Co-Op
2219 Skp Way
Wauchula, FL 33873
FLSKPRESORT.ORG

863-735-1499

70

Wallaby Ranch
Owned and operated by Malcolm Jones
1805 Deen Still Road, Orlando, FL 33897
863-424-0070, www.wallaby.com

Wallaby Ranch is the first full-time Aerotow
hang-gliding flight park in the world. Guests
from four years old to 90 can take flight
seven days a week on a tandem discovery
flight, or schedule a series of all-inclusive
lessons that includes your own log book.
If you are an avid flyer, you can rent one
for a half or full day. RV parking, with limited
electrical hook-ups, showers, rest rooms and
laundry facilities, is available.
The Ranch employs a full-time staff of 10
people, including professional tow pilots,
certified instructors and a gourmet chef that
will prepare your breakfast and lunch.
You can take an adventurous tandem
discovery flight or sign up for your own
introductory flight lesson for $175 and, for
an additional $40, include a GoPro movie of
your experience. To get a bird’s-eye view of
what Wallaby Ranch has to offer, visit www.
wallaby.com/take_a_tour.php.

Fossil Funatics
407-709-5070 • facebook@fossilfunatics
www.fossilfunatics.com

Fossil Funatics is an outdoor adventure for
the entire family. With an assigned personal
guide, dig and uncover real fossils! Safe for
all ages, families and groups are provided
with the tools and knowledge to hunt
and find fossils. A five-hour tour starts at
$70 with everything provided. For photos
and descriptions of a fossil adventure, or to
call to schedule a tour, visit Fossil Funatics’s
website and Facebook page.
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There are few places where guests can
participate by handling snakes and other
wildlife, be photographed sitting on the
back of a live gator and be mesmerized by
observing the talent of the staff interacting
with the animals.
The Jumparoo Show thrills audiences
of all ages. Watch alligators jump from the
water for their food, while the trainers show
their comedic and adventurous skills, engaging directly with the animals by feeding them
out of their hands.
Gatorland is a daytime park, open 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in winter (6:00 p.m. in summer). There are plenty of eateries in the park.
Adult admission (13+) is $29.99. Children
ages 3 to 12: $19.99; under 3 are free.

Captain Fred’s Airboat Nature Tours
4700 Crump Rd., Suite C - US 27
Lake Hamilton, FL,33851, 863-696-1637
www.captfreds.com

Hold a baby alligator, participate in the
nature tour and spot bald eagles or other
native birds. Witness a nature adventure
tour from an airboat. Each airboat is piloted
by a qualified U.S. Coast Guard-licensed
captain. Your safety is the captain’s highest
responsibility to ensure you can maximize
the experience. Captain Fred can accommodate your visit, which includes handicapped
access. Be sure to bring your camera.
Located less than 30 minutes south of
Davenport in a town called Lake Hamilton,
call ahead for reservations, at 863-6961637. The first boat out is at 8:00 a.m., then
every two hours up to 2:00 p.m. Pricing
starts at $31 for children; $42 for adults.
While traveling through Central Florida,
experience all this region has to offer by
visiting these hands-on and up close, off-thebeaten-path destinations.
RANDY DEVAUL is a published writer and
author with more than 35 years in safety
and emergency response services. He
has authored three performance-based
safety books and has e-books on the
topic of home, family and RV safety
available on Amazon. Your comments are
welcome at safetypro1158@gmail.com.

GiraffeG4 System

Fridge Defend
CAUTION

by ARP
be COOL
be SAFE

FRIDGE FAILURE

AHEAD

NOW
The GiraffeG4 System PREVENTS
LOW CLEARANCE COLLISIONS
with bridges, trees and canopies

made
in the

USA

Have Peace of mind ...
Protect your roof and AC units.

GiraffeG4.com 1-877-543-1087

Do you own a Norcold or Dometic fridge?
The manufacturers acknowledge that boiler
overheating is the major cause of fridge failure.
Only the patented Fridge Defend by ARP can
protect your fridge.

www.arprv.com • 406-494-1959
Gas/Electric Kit for Your

RV FURNACE
GAS OR ELECTRIC
at the Flip of a Switch
Endorsed by

"RV Doctor"
Endorsed by

"Trailer Life
Magazine"

425-408-3140
www.rvcomfortsystems.com
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Howling with Wolves HOP attendees take a dip at the
base of a waterfall before portaging back to camp.
L to R: Shawn Griffin, Bud Carr, Kim Judy,
Cathie Carr and Vicki Oglesbee.
Bottom: Alexia Green and Mary Ann Woods
PHOTO BY MITCH REINEKE,
GUIDE FOR RIVER POINT RESORT & OUTFITTING CO.
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“It takes a lot of good, talented, caring people
to build and maintain this community.”

A Message From The Board
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The year 2018 was a celebration. Escapees
RV Club celebrated our 40th year of being
a “Total Support Network for All RVers.” Our
roots were humble with only a few families
traveling, working and experiencing RVing
adventures together.

T

oday there are over 33,000 families in our club
still sharing the RV lifestyle together. The year
2018 was also a year of remembrance as many of
our friends made their final journeys. This served
to give us pause to reflect on all the people who came
before us, as well as all those who will travel together
after we are gone.
These past 40 years have shown us that we RVers of
today are much like the RVers of yesteryear. We value
nature and strive to protect it. We cherish new experiences that bring us to distant places. And we welcome
new friendships, even from people who have origin
stories that are vastly different from our own.
We also share many of the same challenges with
RVers of the past. The fundamentals of moving a
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home—in this case, a large metal can—down the road
remains the same. By and large, our RVs have similar
water, heating, air conditioning and refrigeration
systems. All RVs have some version of the internal
combustion engine to keep things moving. And, let’s
face it, the wheel hasn’t changed since its invention. You
can’t RV without wheels.
Undoubtedly, technology has helped to refine the
RVing experience. We can communicate instantaneously
over great distances, and improvements to RVs have
made us efficient and comfortable travelers. However,
for some reason, sewer hoses still do not stay put. We
suspect that the fundamentals of RVing will remain the
same as future generations join our ranks. More importantly, we are encouraged by the thought that, as long as
there are those who are curious to what new adventure
lies ahead on the horizon, there will always be people
RVing together, sharing and caring. Consequently, there
will always be a need for your club—Escapees RV Club.
Sometimes Escapees RV Club reminds me of a duck
on a lake. It gracefully glides across the surface of the
water, but, underneath the surface, the feet paddle
furiously. It takes a lot of good, talented, caring people
to build and maintain this community. Our HOPs,
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PHOTO BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN #126793

“These past 40 years have shown
us that we RVers of today are
much like the RVers of yesteryear.”
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campfire needs a spark, and we cannot be there to light
every campfire. We need to depend on you to volunteer
to help one another. We encourage you to find ways to
volunteer. Whether the need is to help plan an activity,
or to stay with a fellow Escapee in a time of need, be the
friend you want to meet. You’ll be surprised at what you
receive in return. You get what you give is only a cliché
because it is so universally true.
As we say goodbye to 2018 and to our celebrations
and remembrances, we look forward to all that 2019
holds. We have been working our little duck tails off to
bring you more ways to live, play and travel together.
You can look forward to us continuing to improve our
technology, education, events and parks, all with the
goal of supporting our community and making Escapees
RV Club the best it can be.
On behalf of the entire Escapees family, wherever the
road leads you, we wish you safe and happy travels.

ESCAPEES

Convergences and Escapades events do not happen by
accident. They are thoughtfully planned.
Our mail service staff work tirelessly to make sure your
mail finds you wherever you roam. Our Escapees parking
system staff labor to keep our campgrounds running all
year long, even in inclement weather, so that you will
always have a place to stay. It also takes many long hours
to cull through all of the information about RVing and
distill it down to only information that you really need for
successful RVing. Our programs, such as SmartWeigh,
RVers Boot Camp and RVers Online University (RVOU),
keep you connected with one another on www.escapees.
com, www.xscapers.com and on social media. Even
Escapees magazine is the manifestation of people dedicated to showing you all the splendors of the RV lifestyle.
If you enjoy any of these aspects of Escapees RV
Club, please take a moment to thank the staff members
who make them possible. If you feel there are ways
in which we can improve, we want to know that, too.
You can reach us at clubbusiness@escapee.com or by
calling 936-327-8873.
Beyond our staff, which is the best in the industry,
Escapees RV Club is founded on the principle of people
helping people, a sentiment we repeat often. Every

MEMBER SECTION

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter about, but not limited to, herbs,
vitamins, dietary ideas, natural healing, attaining and maintaining
health. I also send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter. Send
SKP# and e-mail address to CLTORNS@aol.com. Please include BoF
or Escapees in the subject line. Carol Torns #21855. 2216 Leisure
Ln, Wauchula FL 33873.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign, if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut ST., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.
Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and hiking
and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings
or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ’N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com
Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking,
reading, 4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly
e-newsletter, Facebook and Yahoo! groups provide opportunities to
share the RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several
times a year. Send your name and SKP# to boomerBoF@gmail.com.
Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping
lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not
listed.) Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and Judy
Wilson, editors. Judy Wilson, wilsonjudwil@aol.com to join.

Magazine

Buffs: Buffs like to think of themselves as the Birds withOut Feathers
BoF. This group is for SKP members who enjoy wholesome social
nudism. On our Yahoo! groups website, read reviews of nudist campgrounds, receive answers to questions, read our newsletter, locate
nudist campgrounds who offer discounts to Buffs, see who might
be camping near you and get involved in discussions. No cost to
join. E-mail pamelapelc@yahoo.com. Include SKP# and reason for
wanting to join.
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Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering of
Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile church-without-walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving
communities. We pray for and encourage one another, while not
focusing on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian
Fellowship BoF rallies. Visit www.cfbof.com. Membership is free. For
rally information, contact Allen Ferguson at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail
ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain,
6003 Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux
sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many
organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time
(and money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red
Cross to fill real needs. We’ll help train and pair you with the right
disaster response activity, to satisfy your desire to help others and to
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provide life-sustaining assistance. For info, visit wwww.dovebof.org or
contact Brian Houser at president@doveBoF.org (210-268-3931) or
Jodi Scales at membership@doveBoF.org. Yearly dues: $10
Escapees Elk • C-BoF: You must be a member of a BPO Elks
Lodge to join. Meet at Escapades. (The BoF isn’t a lodge.) To
join, send $6 per year (checks payable to Escapees Elk BoF). To be
directed to an Elks lodge, send SASE to Membership Chairman, 230
Rainbow Dr., #13071, Livingston, TX 77399-2030. Visit www.escapees.com/escapees-elk-bof
First Responders: This group is for law enforcement, fire, EMT and other first responders who want to camp as a group for fun and fellowship.
Donald Fredericks: sq320ret@yahoo.com or 707-953-4346.
Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in
contact with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238
Rainbow Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864.
noblecyd@reagan.com. To join this group, you will need a Facebook
account. Search for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send a friend request
to be added to the group.
Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.
Genealogy: AKA SKP Genies. This group is all about friendship and
family history. Our quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational
articles on researching techniques and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a
rally and research trip hybrid) is held annually. Time-sensitive information and advice are shared via a Yahoo! group. Contact Albert Taylor
at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr.,
#4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
Geocache: The Geocachers BoF provides a link enabling members to
be in touch with other SKP geocachers, share geocaching information,
learn from others and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby.
The BoF hosts an annual multi-day rally in the Quartzsite, Arizona, area
in late January, featuring morning seminars and afternoon caching
outings. Communication is via Facebook or e-mail. No dues or fees.
To join, contact Sue Pace, at skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include
your e-mail address, name(s), SKP #, phone # and, if you have one,
your geocaching handle.
Jammers: Our goal is to enable members to share interests in music by
jamming (playing music together, where members take turns selecting
songs). The jammers will include musicians at all levels, singers and listeners. The types of music will include, but are not limited to, old-time,
gospel, Celtic, ’60s and ’70s folk and contra dance music. Members will
keep in touch by e-mail and social networks such as the Escapees Forum. Meetings will occur at Escapades, music festivals, Escapees parks
and other locations wherever it is convenient. Contact Dave Schroeder:
oldfolkjammer@gmail.com
Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find line-dancing classes, rallies
and special events while you travel. Members contribute information
on a city-by-city basis. Also available are websites that feature linedance class locations and special events. No dues or newsletters. To
sign up, visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups” or “Search” and enter
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“Line Dancers Unite.” In the left column on the Group homepage, click
“Join.” To read posts, click “Group Forum” at the top of page. Contact
Margo Armstrong: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net
NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose. A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who
wish to be involved in Christian service. Membership not dependent
on church affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide.
Disaster rebuild projects may be one week or more. Parking (including
water, electric, dump) is furnished. A current projects list is posted on
the NOMADS Website, and is visible to members of NOMADS only,
but with nationwide sites. To join NOMADS: 866-466-6237 or visit
www.nomadsumc.org.
Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our
new group forum at RVilllage.com. Sign up for free. Then, click
search or groups, and enter “Penwheels” in the search field.
Click “join group” to post. Send your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis (joalexakis@earthlink.net) to add your
name to the e-mail newsletter list. Contact Penwheels editor at
margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Please
join our Facebook Group and stay connected with animal loving Escapees and get notices of occasional rallies and socials at Escapade.
Juliet Whitfield 970-729-2946 dogs@tailsfromtheroad.com https://
www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesPetLovers/
Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail
rwsp606@gmail.com. Roster and yearly newsletter. By e-mail, $5;
mailed, $15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting
and fun. Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer, 2121 E
Kennan Way, Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

SKP Wheels of Progress: Politically engaged moderates/progressives
committed to constructively addressing public policy at every level of
government. By establishing relationships with like-minded SKPs, we

SOWERs (Servants on Wheels: Ever Ready) A nondenominational
ministry of born-again believers. We combine our love of RVing and
service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian
ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of approved ministries, we choose the projects and months we work. www.
sowerministry.org.
Square Dancing: For information on this group, contact Chuck and
Ruth Osborn, 281 Southline Rd., Galway, NY 12074. Call 518-8590734 or e-mail RUSmiling2003@yahoo.com.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends.
An informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and at
Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so we can
meet each other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good
times with great people! Contact Paul Wood at braveradventures@
yahoo.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV BoF: A group of like-minded people who like to
ride their UTV/ATV. If you have an UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly while discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the
group for you. Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No
dues. Contact: Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@
yahoo.com
Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North Ranch,
in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography
and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our
paths may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles related to
anything wood. To join, send your name, address, SKP# and $5/year
to John Ely, 3213 W. Main #279 Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter
sent three times a year. Contact woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent
or RV travel in countries around the world other than North America. Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free
monthly e-newsletter. To join the Worldwide Travelers’ BoF group,
send your name, SKP# and e-mail address to Kathy Howe at
wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701
plus extension—Christian Fellowship x8084, DOVE x8083, Escapees Elk x8082, SOLOs x8080). Look for the NEW! notice that signifies a new BoF
has formed! BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator, Lockie Sailer, 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com.
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our
goal is to help members have fun with photography and to improve
their skills through our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/
rallies and in-the-field photo outings at interesting locations. To join,
visit www.skpphotographers.com. Lou Petkus: loupet@gmail.com or
630-750-7291.

SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year,
member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Send check,
payable to Escapees SOLOs, with SKP#, mailing address, interests/
hobbies, e-mail and phone number to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N.
Leslie St. #556, Pahrump, NV. 89060. SOLOs@escapees.com.
www.escapees.com/solos-bof

ESCAPEES

SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media in electronic/membership
is free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

facilitate personal meetings. We strive to broaden our understanding
of issues, policies and candidates for public office. We seek ways to
strengthen our communities, nation and world by using our influence
to bring about positive change. We use a closed Facebook group to
connect and meet when we can. No charge for membership. To join,
send SKP# to Larry Butler at techcfo@yahoo.com.
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR

57

Indicates that an Escapees Head Out
Program event is taking place at this
general location during 2018—2019.
See pages 6–7 for more information.

LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Director
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Hello, Escapees friends! I hope you are enjoying your travels and the festivities
of the holiday season. Soon 2019 will arrive. If you haven’t already, please make
plans to join me at the All SKPs Happy Hour hosted by National Headquarters
in Quartzsite, Arizona. This event will be held January 15, 2019, from 1:00 p.m.
to 3:00 p.m., at GPS coordinates 33.76549 -114.171494. There will be food, fun,
music and friends—we’ll have it all! I hope to see you there.

E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.
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Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and
click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter,
join a chapter and pay chapter dues, if
applicable. Yes! It is that easy.
As you travel, we invite you to get to
know Escapees in your area. Call us for
details and let’s get together.
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CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact the chapters’ voicemail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

1

Golden Gate

Kathy Guerrera

408-314-1858

kathyguerrera@yahoo.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@rockymtnhiskps.org

8002

3

Northeast

Cheryl Pease

413-628-4794

cupcake65@verizon.net

8003

5

Evergreen

Ron Hough

425-218-2839

escapeeschapter5@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Judy Woodham

989-233-3073

jwoodham56@gmail.com

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Ed Dennis

408-603-0600

ed@ekdennis.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Rick De Young

541-580-3790

rrdeyoung@gmail.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

David Horton

563-529-6181

dhorton2@aol.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

Ken Dixon

210-218-7656

kennethdixon01@att.net

8011

12

North Central

Ron Nelson

507-259-7528

ron.nelson98@gmail.com

8012

14

Lucky Rollers

Phil Darling

603-686-6185

wheel4home@yahoo.com

8014

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

hk@zed.net

8018

20

Mid Atlantic

Frank Simon

304-947-7689

pinoakfrank@yahoo.com

8020

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Jeremy Knapman

250-248-9492

jbknapman@telus.net

8022

24

Gold Nugget

Jackie Friday

209-304-2483

fridaymj@att.net

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Wayne and Lynn Selden 619-890-5383

shantyshakers25@gmail.com

8025

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

Craig Rickenbach

803-372-2998

carickenbach@gmail.com

8029

32

Verde Valley

Jeanne Nielsen

253-514-3680

beadyrags@yahoo.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Kim Gurry

250-320-0630

gurry@telus.net

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

36

Erie Shores

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

37

Rogue Valley Rovers Kathryn Perry

541-659-7208

perrykathryn4@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Rob Cannon

209-605-4716

rcannon55@me.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-4254

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Ray Rountree

502-664-1080

rayretired44@aol.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

John VandenBerg

403-328-0147

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Ed Allard

480-213-8096

edrdnalice@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

John Liggett

217-257-4880

jrliggett@gmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

John Kereszturi

574-360-8226

kereszturi@sbcglobal.net

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

57

Florida Sun Gators

John McKean

941-627-9823

57jmfl@gmail.com

8057

Merle Cockayne

For more details about a chapter, visit www.escapees.com/chapters.
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Gulf Posse
Carolina Rovers
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call the voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension for specific directions to events.
• January/February deadline: November 10. The “Events Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

NOVEMBER 2018
02-11

CA

Death Valley, Sunset Campground

Escapees Christian Flwshp BoF

8084

04-11

CA

Death Valley, Furnace Creek

SOLOs • C-BoF

8080

05-09

CA

Temecula, Lake Skinner

25

8025

05-09

FL

Bushnell, Paradise Oaks RV Resort

57

5057

09-11

TX

Livingston, Rainbow’s End, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

16-18

TX

Livingston, Rainbow’s End, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

20-25

CA

Los Banos, Spring Fairground

01

8001

26-30

CA

Los Banos, Spring Fairground

38

8038

DECEMBER 2018
03-07

CA

Oroville, Feather Falls Casino/KOA

24

8024

27-January 3

CA

Pasadena, Rose Parade HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

12-18

AZ

Quartzsite, MM2.3 Plomosa Road

Escapees Christian Flwshp BoF

8084

13-21

AZ

Quartzsite, 600 Kuehn Rd.

Escapees Elk • C-BoF

8082

National

JANUARY 2019

15

AZ

Quartzsite, Plomosa Road MM3, Escapees Happy Hour

16-20

FL

Tampa, Florida State Fairground, Florida RV SuperShow Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

888-757-2582

17-20

TX

Bandera, Skyline Ranch RV Park

11

8011

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, Greasewood Dry Camp

25

8025

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, Big Tent Show

Escapees Booth/Koca

888-757-2582

19-27

AZ

Quartzsite, MM3

06/21

8006/8021

27-31

AZ

Quartzsite, MM99

Geocache BoF

760-445-8196

National

Magazine

FEBRUARY 2019
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01-03

AZ

Congress, North Ranch, RVers Boot Camp

11-28

CA

Potrero, Potrero County Park, Baja/Mexico Rolling Rally 08

8008

888-757-2582

12–17

FL

Key West, Cuba–Key West Cruise HOP

HOP/National/Cruise

855-757-8881

20-March 8

CA

San Diego, Hawaii Islands-Kilauea Volcano Cruise HOP

HOP/National/Cruise

855-757-8881

01/03

TX

Grand Prairie, Loyd Park, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

01-06

LA

New Orleans, Mardi Gras HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

MARCH 2019

14-16

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Fairground, RVers Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

17-22

AZ

Tucson, Pima County Frgd, Escapees 59th Escapade

Escapade/National

888-757-2582

25-29

CA

Chico, Almond Tree RV

24

8024

25-29

FL

Century, Lake Stone Campground

26

8026

APRIL 2019
04-07

NC

Raleigh, Raleigh Oaks RV Resort

29

8029

07-14

TX

Bellville, Coushatte Recreation RV Ranch

11

8011

08-12

FL

Winter Haven, Cypress Campground

57

8057

10-15

LA

Eunice, Lakeview Park and Beach

10

8010
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FOR XSCAPERS EVENTS,
SEE PAGE 89.
DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

10-21

FL

Ft. Lauderdale, Panama Canal Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

22-26

CA

Vacaville, Vineyard RV

24

8024

26-28

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mountain RV Rst, RVers Boot Cmp

National

888-757-2582

29-May 5

GA

Pine Mountain, Pine Mtn. RV Rst., SKP ACRE rally

Steve Masterson

skpacre@gmail.com

TN

Chattanooga, Holiday Travel Park

42

8042

MAY 2019
05-09
13-19

OH

Mansfield, Mansfield Fairground

36

8036

27-31

CA

Lodi, Flag City RV

24

8024

28-31

BC

Canada, Enderby, Riverside RV Park and Campground

33

8033

05-08

OH

Celina, Mercer County Fairgrounds

6/36/51

8006/8036/8051

18-21

NH

Bridgewater, Newfound RV Park

03

8003

08-12

MN

St. Cloud, St. Cloud RV Park

12

8012

21-28

WI

Oshkosh, Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh Air Show HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

04-11

WA

Seattle, Alaska Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

14-18

ME

Hermon, Pumpkin Patch RV Resort

03

8003

20-22

OR

North Bend, The Mill Casino & RV Park, RVers Boot Cp

National

888-757-2582

BC

Canada, Christina Lake, Christina Pines RV Park

33

8033

03-06

NC

Asheville, Bear Creek RV Park

29

8029

20-27

TX

Galveston, The Caribbean Cruise HOP

HOP/National

855-757-8881

JUNE 2019

JULY 2019

AUGUST 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019
05-08

OCTOBER 2019

PINE MOUNTAIN RV RESORT, 8804 HAMILTON RD, PINE MOUNTAIN, GA 31822, 706-663-4329 • WWW.RVCOUTDOORS.COM/PINE-MOUNTAIN
RVERS BOOT CAMP APRIL 26–28, 2019 (IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE RALLY) • WWW.SKPACRE.COM

is $44 per night. Visit www.skpacre.com for detailed
registration information. Register for SmartWeigh and
Boot Camp Express during rally registration available
online January 2019.
We invite you to join us. Call today for reservations
and specify that it is for “SKP ACRE.” Remember to
adjust your arrival dates if you plan to attend Boot
Camp. If your chapter or BoF group would like to park
together, contact me (Steve) at SKPACRE@gmail.com.
For information on activities in the Pine Mountain area,
visit www.pinemountain.org/attractions.
Steve Masterson #95338, SKP ACRE President
Dianne Wood #113382, Communications Chairman
November/December 2018
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The SKP ACRE planning committee,
steering committee and rally team
have selected Pine Mountain,
Georgia, as the rally location for
2019. The goal of the steering committee is to provide a
quality rally at the lowest possible cost. Entertainment,
catered meals, a potluck dinner, as well as other optional
venues outside the RV resort, are planned.
The Escapees SmartWeigh team will be available to
weigh your RV, and Escapees RVers Boot Camp will be
held prior to the rally, April 26–28, 2019. Seminars will
be provided. (An example is a seminar on tire pressure.)
The rally fee is $65 per person, and the camping fee

ESCAPEES

SKP ACRE RALLY, APRIL 29—MAY 5, 2019

MEMBER SECTION

Chapter 8

BAJA TO MEXICO ROLLING RALLY
BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO—THREE EXCITING VENUES
FEBRUARY 11–28, 2019 (18-DAY ROLLING RALLY)
REGION: BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO • BORDER CROSSING: TECATE, B.C., MEXICO

This year we invite all Escapees to join us for our
2019 Rolling Rally that will include three distinct venues.
To begin, rally attendees will gather together in Potrero County Park, located in
the town of Potrero, San Diego County, California.
Our next camp will be at the Zoologico Parque del Nino Jersey, in the heart
of the Valle de Guadalupe, where 90 percent of Mexican wine is produced. The
zoologico park is an outstanding zoo, and Chapter 8 is the first group to have
used it as a base to enjoy Mexico’s answer to Napa Valley (in California). RV
camping in an animal rescue zoo is a unique experience.
Our final venue is at La Jolla Beach Camp, on the Pacific Ocean with views
of the busy port of Ensenada where three gigantic cruise ships a week come to
enjoy Mexico. Our beach camp has a thermal underground spring beneath the
sand, so digging a quick foxhole produces a natural oceanside hot tub!
From La Jolla, we have a broad range of Mexican culture to enjoy. The facilities
at La Jolla Beach include a theater with stage plays in English, a fully equipped
community center for our meetings and a variety of athletic facilities. Our bus
tour takes an interesting route we specifically designed to reflect more of
Mexican culture than commercial tours provide.
While a quality experience, a penchant for charity and an
educational opportunity define our event, it is also the most
economical way you can experience the warm-hearted Mexican
people and broad range of events and entertainment.
Kassandra Dennis #119685, Chapter 8 Wagonmaster

Magazine

All Escapees are invited to join us. Space is limited, so make
your reservation today! For more information, visit:

www.mexicanconnection08.com

ESCAPEES
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SKP DINE-OUTS

MISSOURI

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.

NEVADA

It’s time to eat!
ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10:30 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Cushman Phillips: 770-312-8871,
cushman@cbphei.com. Oct-April (except March)

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Ed Allard: 480-213-8096,
edrdnalice@gmail.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Casa Grande: 2nd Tues, 1 p.m., Golden Corral. 2082 E. Florence
Blvd. Jan Tilton: jtilton7@yahoo.com. Oct-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike: 602325-3171, Ajo: 575-694-2692, ajo@thecatdragdinn.org

Springfield: 1st Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2734 N. Kansas Expway. Vernon Eide: 417-766-2191. (Casual campouts held 3rd Tues
of each month, April-Oct. Vernon Eide, eidevernon@yahoo.com)
Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., China Wok, 580 Route 160.
Phil Darling: wheel4home@yahoo.com. Sept-May
Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

NEW MEXICO

Lakewood: Ladies breakfast every Tues. Men’s breakfast every
Thurs. Call 575-457-2303 for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 3rd Tues, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. July-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 2000 Biddle
Road. Kathryn Perry: 541-659-7208, perrykathryn4@gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m. (breakfast), Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-580-3790. Jan-Dec
Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

Tucson: 2nd Tues, 3 p.m. Golden Corral, 6385 S. Midvale Park
Road. Please confirm: Cliff/Virginia Haycock: 919-412-4029,
hayvirginia@yahoo.com

TENNESSEE

Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Nov 2017-April 2018

TEXAS

Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. Diane Sears: 936-215-9632 Nov-April

UTAH

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631.
Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant,
7148 Edinger Ave. Rick Comaroto: 714-889-8549,
rnhcomar@aol.com

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov
Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., For location, call 888-757-7701 x8010.
David Horton: 563-529-6181, dhortodhdhorton2@aol.com
West Valley City: 3rd Thurs, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 3399 West,
3500 South. Lawrence Pay: 801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

WASHINGTON

Mountlake Terrace: 1st Sat, 11 a.m. Azteca Mexican Restaurant,
22003 66th Ave W F. Ray/Sandy Hoyt: 425-750-6139. May-Sept
Mount Vernon: 1st Tues, 11 a.m., Royal Star Buffet, 2300 Freeway
Drive. Arlene: 206-849-1578, arlene1046@gmail.com. May-Sept
Tacoma: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Old Country Buffet,
5815 Lakewood Towne Center. Barb Johnson: 360-908-0699,
barbj1752@msn.com

North Highlands: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral,
4940 Watt Avenue. David/Shirley Sturdivant: 916-967-3862.

WISCONSIN

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop, 202
Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856.
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m. Main Restaurant Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382.
Visalia: Last Fri (Jan-Oct), 3rd Fri (Nov-Dec) 9:30 a.m. Ryan’s Place
Restaurant, 3103 S. Mooney Blvd. Bring a friend; wear badge.

CANADA

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, noon. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis.
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. 88 Grand Buffet, 2339 Hwy. 97
N. Sharon Rajotte: 250-707-0602, rsrajotte@telus.net
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Ricky’s All Day Grill, Inside
Days Inn, 809 Island Hwy S. Bernardien Knol: bernardienknol@
msn.com, April-Oct. Except June and Sept
BC, Vernon: Last Tues, noon. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Kathleen Bone: 250-265-1192,
kathyskp@telus.net

COLORADO

ON, Talbotville: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov

FLORIDA

ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28
Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com.
May and Oct

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net
Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April

November/December 2018
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San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m. breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m. Wayne/Lynn Selden:
619-890-5383, shantyshakers25@gmail.com

DeForest: 3rd Wed, 2 p.m. Norske Nook, 100 E. Holum Street. Ken
Cerling: 608-219-6890. May-Oct

ESCAPEES

Modesto: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Ray Bailey: 209-532-0444,
bailey-r@sbcglobal.net. Feb-Nov

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowplantation

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/northranch

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/sumteroaks

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/turkeycreek

$

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/dreamcatcher

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/raccoonvalley

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com, www.escapees.com/rainbowsend

24

$

29

$

26.50

$

28.50

$

24

$

25

$

25

$

$

22

$

24

$

20

$

$

20

$

17.50

$

22
24

27.50
28.50

144

$

132

$

144

$

120

$

120

$

101

$

132
144

174

$

159

$

171

$

144
150

150
165
171

Monthly Nonmember

Monthly Member

Weekly Nonmember

Escapees RV Club owned and operated.

Weekly Member

Daily Member

RAINBOW PARKS

Daily Nonmember

MEMBER SECTION

360+

$

395+

340+

$

395+

360+

$

360

$

225+

$

350

$

340+
360+

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

395+

$

395

235+

$

395

$

$

395+
415+

$

SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA

SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

20

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

23

Incl Elec

$

35

+ Elec

20

$

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com
CALIFORNIA

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S, Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

Magazine

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, fl-skp-resort.org

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com

ESCAPEES
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$

TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.evergreencohoskprvpark.com

$

limited
$

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

-

-

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

$

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

126

+ Elec

$

495

+ Elec

Incl Elec,
WiFi & CTV

$

20

+ Elec
& tax

$

$

20

$

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

22

Incl Elec

$

$

+ tax

20

+ Elec

27.75

+ tax

$

$

Incl Elec

96

$

-

Incl Elec

-

$

300

$

+ Elec

+Elec
& Tax

340

+ Elec

325

+ Elec

450

+ Elec

Incl Elec

132

Incl Elec

$

110

+ Elec

$

166.50

+ tax

$

$

+ tax
$

Incl Elec

-

350

$

125

$

$

330

$

Incl CTV

21-26

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces left to rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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110

$

Incl CTV

N

-

93

0

-

68

0

-

130

24

-

N

Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
865-947-9776 • raccoonvalley@escapees.com
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
775-727-7221 • www.skppairadice.com
First-time visitors receive a one-week stay for $50: Request at
check-in. Call ahead for availability. GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'
Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
559-658-8696 • parksierra.net
Trees are turning colors, and it’s a great time to visit Yosemite!
First-time visitors can take advantage of our special camping
offer with $50 toward their first week’s stay.

N

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
520-426-3589 • www.roversroost.com
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110 plus tax/elec).
Explore many activities from this central location. Activities update provided at daily social hours. Park office is closed Sundays.
(Sunday arrivals must boondock.) Office and park will be closed
to renters May 1—Sept. 15. Visit the website or call for details.

N
-

N

N

N

-

N

-

-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

-

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

N

N

N

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership
entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP
Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in
the financial responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way
of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and other improvements that may add several
thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.

The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
863-735-1499 • www.fl-skp-resort.org
Where shorts are always in season and lifelong friendships
blossom. See our website for our many activities and amenities.
Then visit our active park in quiet south-central Florida.
Lone Star Corral Co-Op: Hondo, TX
830-363-7623 • www.lonestarcorral.com
First time Escapee visitors will receive 50% off one week stay
plus electric. Offer not valid for December or last full week in
February. Your extended stay will allow you to explore the San
Antonio area and Texas Hill Country. The park is only a 2- to
3-hour drive from the Gulf Coast and Mexico.
Timber Valley Co-Op: Sutherlin, OR
541-459-4465 • www.timbervalleyskp.com
Join us in Oregon’s banana belt. Large lots; more privacy. Costco, 5 chain grocery outlets within 12 miles. Walk to restaurants,
churches; other amenities. Award-winning wineries, fishing,
forest trails and wildlife. Waterfalls, 50 miles; ocean, 70 miles.
Coupon on our website! Stay two nights, get a third night free.
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n/a
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128

N

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
520-586-7343 • www.SKPSaguaro.org
First-time visitors receive a week for $50, plus elec./tax. Visit
www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers” for details.
The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
575-457-2303 • www.skpranch.com
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
national park? We’re your place to stay. Large sites, Reverse
Osmosis water. First timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.

N

254 n/a

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

EVENTS
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
951-767-9130 • www.jojobahills.com • office@jojobahills.com
Join the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickleball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Beaches
and desert are only an hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula "Disneyland for adults."

N

283 n/a
-

Pet Friendly

0

Dog Run

68

Laundry

-

Clubhouse

N

Activity Center

25

Reservations

99

WiFi

-

Storage

0

Dry-camping

107

Pull-thru

-

Lease Lots

ERPU Sites
22

50 AMP

87

30 AMP

-

55+ Park

# of Sites
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A MESSAGE FROM
XSCAPERS FOUNDERS
By TRAVIS CARR #8, Escapees President, and MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees Vice President

PHOTO BY WILLIAM TRINKLE #127874

We are often asked, “What’s the difference between
Escapees and Xscapers?” The quick answer is that these
are not two separate memberships. If you are an Xscaper,
you are an Escapees member first, and it is all tied to the
same membership. Escapees provides the backbone and
structure that makes the community possible.
Magazine

So, What Exactly Is Xscapers?
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Xscapers is a community within Escapees RV Club,
created for the working-age RVer. The group was created
in 2015, inspired by the club’s original roots. Before
Xscapers, the average age of an Escapees member was
65, and most of these members were retired. Let’s take
a journey back in time, though.
When the club was founded in 1978, Joe and Kay
Peterson were 43 years old and still working when they
began full-time RVing. Forty percent of the members
were under the age of 50; most were still working at
least part-time, and nine of the first 100 member-families traveled full-time with their kids. As time passed,
the club aged with its members, and it was no longer
perceived as providing community, opportunities or
resources for the next generation of RVers.
Modern technology makes it easier than ever for more
people to begin RVing at a younger age, taking their jobs
November/December 2018

and families on the road to seek freedom and adventure.
Escapees didn’t intentionally stop providing resources
for this segment of RVers; the reality was that, over time,
the community and services moved along parallel with
the needs of its core membership. The main goal when
creating Xscapers was to resolve this issue and bring
the club back to its roots and enable the RV lifestyle for
those needing an active income.

Resources and Opportunity

Since its conception over three years ago, we’ve created
several resources that support today’s working and
digital nomads: a job board, an online mapping tool, tax
resources and more. But what we’ve come to find is that
the heart and soul of the group is really Convergences,
the Xscapers events that continue to expand and grow
with the needs of our community. Since bringing in our
full-time Convergence director, JP Smith, opportunities
to meet have tripled, and we are seeing almost every
event sell out.
A prime example of the growth we’ve experienced
is the Quartzsite Convergence, which is now called
Annual Bash. The first year we hosted this event, there
were about 20 RVs in attendance. The second year, we
increased to 76, and this year we checked-in 178 RVs.

MEMBER SECTION

We truly feel the Convergences have grown because
they are unique and different from any other event
within the RV industry.

Activities and Education

Community and Growth

November/December 2018
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The biggest take-away from Convergences is the
strengthened sense of community. Most members who
attend our Convergences find their nomadic tribe and
a true sense of belonging amongst like-minded peers.
We see people traveling together for months after they
come to an event, and they can’t wait to sign-up for the
next one.
We are proud to say that the community is growing
rapidly. Currently, there are 4,929 memberships, which
equates to almost 10,000 individuals, accounting for 15
percent of Escapees members. The numbers speak to
its purpose in filling a need that hasn’t been met. We are
contributing to the growth of Escapees RV Club and thus
supporting its longevity and its future.

ESCAPEES

There are several differences between the stereotypical
RV rally and a Convergence. Our events are organized
to accommodate the unique needs of working RVers.
Most social activities and events are planned for the
evenings and weekends, allowing attendees to complete
necessary tasks during the work day. Happy hour starts
later and may go well into the night with members
sharing drinks and conversation around the campfire.
Sometimes it can get a little loud and crazy with karaoke
night or dance parties, but other times you may find that
everyone is in bed by 10:00 p.m. if they have to “adult”
the next morning.
You’ll also find that Xscapers activities aren’t on the
conventional side. One most popular activity is the
Margarita Throwdown where attendees compete for the
tastiest margarita. We also host Bloody Mary brunches,
group grill-outs and brunch potlucks. When we aren’t
stuffing our faces, we’re working off calories with group
hikes, off-road adventures, water sports, dog walks,
mountain biking and more dance parties.

Education and support are a huge part of attending
a Convergence. We offer community-led discussions
and educational seminars from well-known experienced
RVers. The topics can range from working on the road to
accounting tips, free camping to tips and tricks for boondocking. Attendees also share and find support through
one another. If you run into a problem, you can bet there’s
someone willing to help you solve it! It’s a beautiful thing
to experience, knowing your friends have your back.

MEMBER SECTION

XSCAPERS EVENTS
By JP SMITH #115625, Convergence Director
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This year was busy with four Xscapers
convergences during the summer and one
more scheduled for Savannah, Georgia,
in December. Afterwards, GPS will point
toward Lake Havasu, Arizona, for the fourth
Xscapers gathering.

ESCAPEES
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What started as a gathering next to a busy highway
in Quartzsite, Arizona, four years ago has turned into
an annual tradition and a launch date for many RVers.
In January 2016, around 20 RVs met for a weekend of
discussions and socializing. New friendships were made,
and I, for one, was happy to see other like-minded
people, en masse, out in RVs for the first time in three
years of full-time RVing.
Although the initial meetup was only supposed to last
a weekend, several of us hung around Quartzsite, or “Q,”
for another two weeks. We moved farther away from the
highway and had many impromptu get-togethers. This
was the formation of our annual bash. We discussed the
trials of RVing, played games, watched movies under the
stars, had live concerts, enjoyed food and drinks and
went gold panning. We hiked and climbed mountains,
too, at least mountains by Arizona standards.
The next year we decided to extend the bash and
make it a full week. We had dance parties, games,
movie nights, food trucks and potlucks. We celebrated
Australia Day and had photography classes. We had a
real community where people pitched in and offered
their skills. Many nights, the fun lasted past midnight.
The second annual bash was extremely large. With the
population of the town of Q swelling and our numbers
reaching into the triple digits, the cell phone networks
crashed leaving many of us unable to work. As a result,
we divided the Bash into two parts, the first week in Q,
and the second week in nearby Yuma. We thought we
could still piggyback on the Big Tent Show in Q, but then
spread out onto BLM land near the Mexican border.
As the annual bash approached, we realized we had
over 300 people preregistered and our location of
the last two years west of Q was not large enough. So,
we decided to move north of town. Over the course
of the two weeks, over 500 people came through the
event. Again, there was RV education, discussions and
many late nights. We went hiking, brought in more live
music, and we hosted a potluck for over 300 people
where everyone got fed. We continued the annual bash
November/December 2018

tradition of the “Night of Many Faux Fires” with about 30
propane campfires shared amongst old and new friends.
Moving day was a chance to dump, fill and regroup
at BLM land near Yuma. There was plenty of room to
spread out and enough cell connection to stream Netflix
to more than 100 RVs at the same time.
While there, we hiked into the nearby hills, took a day
trip across the border of Mexico for lunch and souvenirs
and explored off-road trails. Games of cornhole were
played, as well as kickball, Jenga, cards, board games
and Cards Against Humanity. This was a great place for
Xscapers to relax and plot our future travels together.
At the end of a week near Yuma, we were sure we had
found a new home for the annual bash. However, an
endangered desert reptile had a different thought.
As soon as the annual bash was over, communication
began with the Bureau of Land Management about the
following year and returning to our home. We didn’t
know we were guests in the desert tortoise’s home, and
he didn’t want us back. The BLM would not give us the
permit needed to return to the same area, and their
suggestions for alternative locations were either too
expensive or too remote for those of us working from
the road. The search began to find a new home for the
2019 annual bash, and it was found at the Lake Havasu
rodeo grounds
Xscapers will take over the rodeo grounds for a week
in January. The event will be boondocking, like most of
our convergences, but the grounds allow us to take the
bash to a whole new level. Most of the activities will take
place in the evening to allow for work during the day. We
have four bands booked with an awesome show by ’80s
tribute band Pop Gun Rerun to a more chill afternoon
performance by indie/folk duo Tino & Ashley. We are
also super-lucky to have our own Xscapers band, the
Status Crowes, back again.
Our plans include food trucks, games and guest
presentations by the fabulous featured speakers for
which the annual bash has become known. Competitions
will range from Ultimate Frisbee to a margarita throwdown. And the last night will be a finale to remember
with party band The Modern Mixtapes, followed by an
appearance from the Boom Bandits Rave Rover, a DJ
party vehicle.
The annual bash will kick off the year for the Xscapers!
On tap for 2019 are many more convergences following
good weather around North America. Convergences
scheduled are from Mexico all the way to Alaska. I hope
to see you at one or more of these events!

MEMBER SECTION

2018 CONVERGENCES
SAVANNAH MINI-CONVERGENCE
DECEMBER 6–11, 2018 • SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
RED GATE CAMPGROUND, 136 RED GATE FARMS TRAIL

Longtime Xscapers, Brandon and Kerensa, lived in
Savannah and are proud to host this convergence
that will explore this beautiful southern town. The
RV park was selected to take advantage of its close
proximity to town and the many activities.

NEW YEAR’S EVE MEET-UP
DECEMBER 30 TO JANUARY 2, 2019
QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA

Celebrate and ring in the New Year with Xscapers!
We’re forgoing activities so we can party like it’s
2019 in the Quartzsite desert! With this year’s annual bash outgrowing Quartzsite and moving to Lake
Havasu, we want to ensure we maintain the spirit
and roots of the first Quartzsite Convergence.

ANNUAL BASH 2019
JANUARY 12–20, 2019
LAKE HAVASU, ARIZONA

The biggest convergence of the year is coming this
January. Hundreds of Xscapers will converge in the
desert Southwest. What began as a small gathering
where people meet to share stories, knowledge and
laughter around the campfire quickly turned into
something bigger and more meaningful. When we say
“This isn’t your traditional RV rally,” we mean it!

MEXICO CONVERGENCE
JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 6, 2019
VICTOR’S RV PARK, AV. MAR DE CORTES SUR 10, VERDUGO, 21850
SAN FELIPE, B.C. 21850 MEXICO

For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.
ESCAPEES

Join Xscapers as we head south of the border for the
second year! We will gather for a night in El Centro to
get organized and ready for an early departure the
following morning. The trip across the international
border may take over two hours, followed by a twoand-a-half-hour trip to the seaside town of San Felipe.

ALASKA CONVERGENCE
JULY 18–22, 2019
ISABEL PASS, ALASKA, AK-4
DELTA JUNCTION, AK 99737

89

PHOTO BY WILLIAM TRINKLE #127874
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Join long-time members and emissaries, Gary and
Stacey Quimby, to meetup with your fellow Xscapers
in the great last frontier! View this video of hosts, Gary
and Stacy, in the area in 2017: https://youtu.be/
3OuloWaEP9s. This is an old pipeline construction
camp on BLM land. Every April, over 10,000 RVs park
in this valley for a combined snowmachine/skiing event
called Arctic Man. Any size rig can park and there will
be plenty of room to spread out.
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Be the first
to know!

SINCE 1902

936-327-1234 or 800-324-9279

Each depositor insured
to at least $250,000.

FOR ESCAPEES

CLUB NEWS
E-MAILS
WWW.ESCAPEES.COM

Mountainmaster.net

5’-8’ TRUCK BED
LOADS BIKE-TRIKE

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?

www.fnblivingston.com

Professionally

Guided RV
Vacations

• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

ALUMINUM,
STAINLESS STEEL,
TAILGATE ON &
GATE CLOSES
W/O BIKE

MOTORHOME
5th WHEEL
TRAVEL TRAILER
SUV or PICKUP
LOADING
MOTORCYCLE
TRIKE
QUAD RHINO

623-451-7121

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

100 Rainbow Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

YOUR ADVENTURE STARTS HERE
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Download our App for your mobile
device or visit us on the web at

Let Us Take You There!
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Call for a FREE

RV Travel Guide

Alaska • Mexico • Canada • USA • Overseas

First
State
Bank

“When you need

to Escape

Just bring us along!”

ESCAPEES

Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking/

Over 24 years of Excellence in

GUIDED RV TOURS & RALLIES

Lower 48│Alaska│Canada│Overseas

New
Adventurers
Enjoy a 5% Discount*

*1st time registrations only.
Supersedes ALL other discounts
& promotions.
Not valid for overseas tours
or cruises.

Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
ATM at Escapees Rainbows End
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

ESCAPE the Ordinary
Request your FREE
catalog today!
Equal Housing
Lender

CALL 936.327.3428

www.adventurecaravans.com Follow us on
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www.fsblivingston.com
936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211
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OUR NEWEST
DISCOUNT PARKS

OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

RV-related services that you can use!
Adventure Caravans......................................................................CM# 35.................................90
ARPC, LLC.............................................................................................CM# 748...............................71

LAKE BASTROP NORTH SHORE PARK

Central Florida RV Center.........................................................CM# 740..............................43

855-392-7638 Reservatons • 512-578-4816 • WWW.LCRA.ORG/PARKS
603 FM 1441
BASTROP, TX 78602
50% Discount during Off season Oct. 1st-end of Feb. Discounted rates
are Monday—Thursday only. Discount is not available with any other 50%
DISCOUNT
discount, holidays or special events. Daily fees are not discounted.
Reservations needed.

Classified Ads...........................................................................................................................................92

LAKE BASTROP SOUTH SHORE PARK
855-392-7638 Reservations • 512-498-1922 • WWW.LCRA.ORG/PARKS
375 S SHORE RD
BASTROP, TX 78602-2657
50% off daily rate. Discount valid October 1—February 28, Mon-Thurs
only. Open year-round. Reservations needed. Extra-person charge. No 50%
DISCOUNT
discount available on holidays, special events or daily entrance fee.
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RV Armor....................................................................................................................................................43

Have you found an RV park that would be a candidate
for the Discount Parks program?
Provide the park name and address by e-mail to the
advertising department at advertising@escapees.com, or
call 936-327-8873. Remember to always contact a park
prior to arrival to ensure availability.

RV Comfort Systems, LLC ..............................................................................................................71
RV Driving School............................................................................CM# 3....................................90
RV Roofing Solutions..........................................................................................................................29
RV Solar Electric...............................................................................CM# 28.................................43
RV Trader............................................................................................................................................Cover
RVer’s Ultimate Survival Guide book..............................................................................................8
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Advertising Opportunities
with Escapees RV Club
Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees RV Club.
COMMERCIAL
Place your product/service before a
MEMBER
large, dynamic and well-established RV
community with regular advertising. Visit
www.escapees.com/advertise, call 936-327-8873 or e-mail
commercialmembership@escapees.com for information.

Escapees Roadside Assistance...................................................................................................22
Escapees RVers Online University (RVOU)..........................................................................64
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Escapees Tire Discount....................................................................................................................59
Xscapers.....................................................................................................................................................86
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Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail your typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX
77351-9300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
Small Lots:
L-348 Landscaped Vacant Lot $53K
L-349 Prk AZ Great Rm $89K
L-388 Prk Carport, W/D Views $74,950
L-386 Landscaped RV H W/D in Shed $52,500
Large Lots:
LgL-34 Vacant Lot $59,500
LgL-127 Corner Beauty EX LG Master BR,Den + Craft Rm, Shop,
RV HU, New floors and Roof $175K
CALL FOR MORE OR NEW PRICES
OR CALL TO LIST
Linda Stevens, 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New, smaller custom homes from
$190K with F-HU RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage, with additional
F-HU outside guest pad. Boating, off-roading and casinos nearby. Only
2 hours from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird retreat. 928768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.com. Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.
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San Matias, Baja, CA—Norte, Mexico: $65K, financing available.
Located between San Felipe and Ensenada. The c/g includes a house;
2BD/1BA, 25'x25' shop with a 3/4 BA, 2 encl/secure garages, RV
ramada, hot tub, fruit trees. House has dual-pane windows, new heat
pump, A/C and heat. Running water and a cistern. TV/elec. Great area
to live a simple, affordable life. Prop taxes: $75/yr., water: $150/
yr, TV: $17/mo. San Felipe is 65 miles E. Ensenada is 75 mi W. Jim:
425-214-4079.

TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for rent. Each lot is 50'x100'.
One mile from the gulf and one-half mile from marina and boat launch.
Daily, weekly or monthly rates. 979-429-1759.
Texas Hill Country near Bandera/San Antonio: RV winter home
base: One of 20 in an RV community. Park model trailer (12 ft. wide).
Two nice add’l bldgs: One finished; W/D HUs, office area; storage
space with attached greenhouse. Second bldg for storage. Sprinkler
system, fenced dog run and deer-proof fenced vegetable garden area.
Lg overhead shelter for RV and other vehicles. Asking price well below
appraised value. For info about this Pipe Creek location and to arrange
an appointment to visit: Gay Guilott, 830-796-5050.

PRODUCTS

LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and odor-free dishcloths are amazing. They have less bacteria, no smell and offer
convenience. Ideal for RVs and homes. Live healthier. 858-653-0401.
www.lunatecgear.com
LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles into misters and
high-pressure sprayers. Cool you and your pets, hydrate and
clean gear. www.lunatecgear.com

FOR SALE

New Price: 2013 38' Montana 3402: Hickory/Polar/Mor-Ride pkg,
4 slides, auto level, Q bed, Q sofa/bed, full-time ready, new G tires
$39,900; 2011 4WD Ram3500 diesel lghorn, 91Kmi, 4D mega cab
$37,000, both exc cond 540-292-9100.

Home for sale: Between Canton and Tyler, TX. Christian RV retirement community. 2 mi from I-20. Golf/fishing nearby. Easy upkeep, a
lot of storage, huge closets, attic, 900 sq. ft. Huge RV and carport with
FHU. Tool shed. Paved roads, nice community ctr. Incl side-by-side,
dishwasher, elec range, micro, lg screen TV. Call Anjie: 972-489-5300.

ESCAPEES
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Looking for holiday gift ideas? Check out these
unique and useful products. We like them, and
we think you will, too. Browse these product
websites to find the perfect gift without
having to leave the comfort of your RV!
November/December 2018

Final Journeys
PRODUCTS

Boppy® ComfyFit® Baby Carrier: Enables confidence in babywearing with a simple and supportive structure that is easy to use. Intuitive
and secure design that allows parents the freedom to bond with their
baby without barriers, featuring a one-click fastening system, wide
shoulder straps and an adjustable tie. $69.99 and available online
and in stores nationwide. www.boppy.com
Helinox Collapsible Furniture: With the lightest furniture on the
planet, comfort moves with you. The company is best known for its
1.9 lb folding Chair One. But beyond Chair One, Helinox offers a full
and expanding line of tables, cots and chairs for wherever life may
take you. Whether before, during or after an activity, Helinox has just
the chair, table or cot just for you. www.helinoxstore.com
Model Citizen Pet’s Woofie™: A great way to get photos of your
dog! While holding a treat in place, your four-legged bestie stays
focused on the camera for that perfect shot! It holds a treat in place
so your dog looks straight at the camera. Great for solo pictures and
selfies with your dog. modelcitizenpet.com
Moso Bamboo Charcoal Bags: Moso’s air-purifying bags are
the logical alternative to traditional air fresheners that use generic
scents and harmful chemicals. These all-natural, chemical-free bags
are designed with bamboo-charcoal to absorb any moisture and
odor-causing bacteria to obtain ultimate freshness within any space!
Ideal for large and small rooms. Moso is guaranteed to keep the home
fresh for the holidays! www.mosonatural.com
Ruggable: Spruce up the home on wheels without having to worry
about the mud, snow, sand or pets! Ruggable features a two-piece
rug system. The top part comes off, so it can easily be washed in the
washing machine. Lightweight, easy to store and non-slip. Ideal for
pet owners. Sold in RV dealerships all across the country. Learn more
at shop.americanartdecor.com/collections/rugs.
The Comfy: This blanket/sweatshirt social media sensation first
launched in late 2017 on Shark Tank. One size fits all. Portable, reversible, perfect for travel, getting cozy on the couch, staying warm
while watching outdoor sports games and more! Priced at under $40
and available at retailers nationwide, the Comfy will bring a smile of
cozy warmth to everyone’s face. thecomfy.com
The STAYnEAT: The STAYnEAT® helping plates are amazing
dining aids that can help individuals eat easier and more independently. Engineered to aid children and adults with special needs,
including picky eaters, individuals with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, MS,
tremors, strokes, limited eyesight, reduced motor skills and more.
stayneatplate.com/p/Videos

Wonderbag: Spend less time manning the fire and more time hitting
the trails. This simple, revolutionary, non-electric portable slow cooker,
uses heat retention to cook meals. Made entirely of polycotton and
recycled foam, it doesn’t require gas or electricity. It can also keep
cool items cold for up to 12 hours. www.wonderbagworld.com

The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to the
families and friends of deceased members.
Grant, Elizabeth A. “Liz” #43578-August 23, 2018: (Roger, 20250
W Trading Post Trail, Congress AZ 85332). Liz had a long fight with Frontotemporal Dementia. She joined Escapees in 1996 after attending a
Chapter 39 rally. She was proud to be an Escapee and served as a VCR
from 2007 until the program was discontinued. She enjoyed Escapades
and was a Row Representative for Chapters 28, 32 and 44. She served
one year as assistant chapter director for the first Escapade in Gillette,
Wyoming. Liz always had a smile and a positive compliment for everyone.
I will miss my companion, confidant and wife. She was witty, talented, my
walking dictionary and much more. “On the road of life, it’s not where
you go, but who is by your side. That makes the difference.”
Helmuth, Ed #29439-September 9, 2018: (Gloria, 3510 E 32nd
Street #11, Tulsa, OK 74135) Ed died after suffering for eight years
with Lewy body dementia. He was active in Escapees in the mid-to-late
1990s and early 2000s. We served as VCRs, worked at Escapades, spoke
at RV shows on behalf of Escapees after Joe and Kay Peterson retired,
authored Basics of Full-Time RVing, traveled on six continents in an RV,
led the Worldwide Traveler’s BoF and, after going off the road due to
Ed’s illness, we served as volunteers in the Tulsa, Oklahoma, area. I will
continue to travel by plane, ship and bus now that my driver is gone. I
miss our Escapees friends and would love to hear from you.
Motter, Francis “Frank” #17562-June 6, 2018: (Evelyn, 10118 Lexi
Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 73130) Frank died under the care of Loving
Hospice and his wife of 75 years. For six years he was a Marine; then,
after 16 years in the the Air Force, he retired as a Master Sergeant. For
22 years, he was also a flight engineer and pilot for supplemental airlines.
We took to the road, joined Escapees and became lifetime members.
We visited every state except Hawaii, because there is no road to get
there. As winter Texans, we owned a lot at Lone Star Corral where Frank
was a volunteer. He enjoyed making many new friends along the way.
Rendfeld, Bill #1417-August 22, 2018: (Pat, 101 W. River Rd., Unit
82, Tucson, AZ 85704-5122) We had 72 happy years of marriage. We
joined Escapees in 1983 and helped build The Ranch and Saguaro SKP
Co-Op parks. We attended many Escapades and made many wonderful
friends over the years. Much love to you all.
Tolzdorf, Leo #140139-June 28, 2018: Leo died peacefully at his
home in Alpena, Michigan. He enjoyed the Escapees lifestyle with trips
to Alaska, North Carolina (to hang glide) and Florida, where he spent last
winter at The Resort SKP Co-Op. There he established new friends and
experienced a caring community. His warm smile and friendly personality
will be missed. (Reported by family, Bob and Ann Schumann #98896.)
Walker, Ronald #28158-August 8, 2018: (Meredith, 2425 N. Beech
Blvd., Camp Verde, AZ 86322-7576) Ron died as a reault of an airplane
crash near his home in Camp Verde, Arizona.
Wall, Linda #1971-May 1, 2018: (Jim, PO Box 1086, Congress, AZ
85332) Linda was my soulmate for 61 years. Our travels started in 1985
in a class-C motorhome. We had a lot at The Ranch in Lakewood, New
Mexico, for about 12 years and moved to North Ranch in Congress,
Arizona, in 1997. In our travels, we were able to visit or camp in every
state, with the exception of Michigan and North Dakota. I will miss my
best friend and travel companion.

We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however,
please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before
submitting a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine,
100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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The TigerLight® Defense Alert Device: Carrying the Defense
Alert Device ensures that you’re never alone and help is only a push
of a button away. The lightweight, handheld device uses Bluetooth
technology and a corresponding app to send an alert to your contacts
to let them know you are in danger and provide your location. The
device also can spray a military-grade pepper spray to debilitate an
assailant and also features a five-mode flashlight. The hand strap allows
you to comfortably carry it and always have the device in-hand and
ready to go. tigerlight.net

Farewell to our Escapees Friends

ESCAPEES

The Tapplock one: This smart fingerprint padlock can be opened
in under a second without having to remember the combination or
location of the key. The smart padlock is weather-resistant when
closed with a rating of IP66 and features a double-layered lock design
with anti-shim and anti-pry capabilities. The Tapplock one is ideal for
securing trailers, coolers, tents, bikes and other recreation gear to
keep them safe while camping. tapplock.com

FINAL JOURNEYS

Article Index

ARTICLE INDEX
REFERENCE COMPILATION OF MATERIAL THAT APPEARED IN ESCAPEES MAGAZINE IN 2018

Articles are listed in alphabetical order under the corresponding categories. Back issues and article copies are
available upon request by calling the club business office at 936-327-8873, or you can e-mail the office staff at
clubbusiness@escapees.com. Back issues of Escapees magazine may require a fee for shipping and handling.
ABBREVIATIONS:
JF—January/February, MA—March/April, MJ—May/June, JA—July/August, SO—September/October, ND—November/December
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FEATURES
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Book Reviews
Backroads, Myths and Mystery—Gauthier
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Preserve the privilege of overnight
parking. Follow the code and
encourage others to follow it, too!
Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVER’S GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers’ Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers’ “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers’ Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/rv-advocacy

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Club News (weekly updates on events and member benefits)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)

Association Specials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
Escapees Roadside Assistance
Tire Discount
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Product and service discounts
CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

ONLY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 936-327-8873 • or visit www.escapees.com

$399*5
TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

No		

Yes

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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