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Co-founder

ESCAPEES

“I think the pecan tree
would make a good
symbol for Escapees
because of our faith in the
future of the RV world.
The pecan, like Escapees, is a
survivor. Its trees have made it
through droughts such as in the
1950s when almost no rain fell
for four straight years. The pecan
trees survived when other large
species died. As the pecan tree
grows stronger each year,
Escapees has found ways
to make the club
better serve the needs of
all RVers. It, too, grows
stronger each year.”
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TAMMY JOHNSON #39557
Editor, Escapees magazine

“Escapees love to share
their journey.”
Old Man Winter is retreating and
releasing his icy grip, and warmer
weather is on the way. Trees and
flowers are putting forth their
blooms, and RVers are feeling
“hitch itch” beginning to set in.

M
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any of you seasoned RVers have
already put miles behind you
this winter. Part-time RVers are
preparing to hit the road, and
our beginners may still be in the preparation
stage of RVing. But, no matter which stage
you are currently in, this issue is here to
assist you in simplifying your travels.
This compilation of article topics brings
to mind a simple quote by Nelson Mandela:
“It always seems impossible until it is done.”
Both initiative and innovation play an
important role in RVing. Following through
with tasks and trouble-shooting obstacles will
help you increase your knowledge and make
the RV lifestyle more satisfying.
Like everything else in life, RVing can have
its challenges, but, thankfully, Escapees
members love to share their journey. They
share their emotional journey, fantastic
parking finds, time-saving gadgets and
ways to save money. They also share ways
to enhance your time on the road, and
sometimes they show you how you can “take
it with you.”
This issue of Escapees magazine is
filled with treasured secrets and advice of
Escapees members. So, as you travel this
season, remember to not only utilize the
limitless Escapees club resources (back inside
cover), but also pass the torch by sharing
your knowledge and experiences, too.
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On the Cover
The cover photo for this issue was submitted by
Emily Fagan #99408. She says, “Mark and I were
west of Asheville, North Carolina, where we drove
past an enormous field of wildflowers. The flowers
were large and every imaginable shade of pink, red
and peach, and they stood thigh high. We waded
out among them and had a ball taking photos.”
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DUANE AND JEAN MATHES #115955
Escapade Directors

The celebration is about to begin! Make plans now to join
your Escapees friends at the 58th Escapade and the
Escapees RV Club’s 40th anniversary, May 27 through
June 1, 2018, at the Missouri State Fair, in Sedalia,
Missouri. This year’s event is sure to offer something for
all ages and a variety of activities to keep you busy from
morning until night. Join your Escapees friends and see
what Escapade is all about.

E

scapade encompasses all aspects of the RV lifestyle, from first-time
RVers to seasoned attendees, and weekend warriors to experienced
full-time RVers, as well as those who are still in the planning stages.
Escapees members love sharing their experiences with others. Learn
from your peers and glean new knowledge that you can apply to your RVing
lifestyle as you form new and valuable friendships.
Five fun-filled days await you at Escapade. It’s the perfect opportunity
to experience everything that Escapees RV Club offers, including support,
education, community and most of all—fun!

Escapade Welcomes Everyone

Topics include everything
from finding free and lowcost parking, volunteer and
work-camping opportunities,
how to efficiently boondock,
ways to clean and maintain
your RV and how to stay
safe on the road, to name a
few. Local speakers will be
present, sharing stories and
information about Sedalia, its
history and the surrounding
area. From the beginner
RVers to the seasoned pros,
this year’s seminar schedule
is sure to offer valuable
information for everyone.
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“Five fun-filled days await you at Escapade.
It’s the perfect opportunity to experience
everything Escapees RV Club is all about…”

A wide variety of seminars
are presented daily during
Escapade. Your most difficult
decision will be which to
attend throughout the week.

ESCAPEES

Anyone interested in the RV lifestyle is welcome at Escapade. This event is
open to Escapees members and nonmembers alike. If you know someone
beginning their RVing journey, encourage them to attend and experience the
sense of community that Escapees RV Club is all about. Many folks attend
Escapade before they purchase their first RV. If you are interested in learning
about the lifestyle before you take to the road, consider staying in one of
Sedalia’s hotels and attend as a walk-in. Several hotels are located close to
the fairground.
Call and make your reservation today. Full-hookup, 30-amp RV sites, as
well as boondocking sites, are available. The iconic Missouri State Fairground
offers a beautiful setting and provides the perfect venue for the 58th
Escapade. Early arrival and extended stays are available.

RV Education

Escapade

Explore Sedalia, Missouri
Sedalia, Missouri, and the surrounding area, offers a variety of things to do
and interesting places to explore. Make plans to visit historic, downtown
Sedalia. Over 100 buildings dating back to the late 1800s are preserved and
listed on the National Record of Historic Places.
Walk, run or bike a portion of the Katy Trail, formerly the MissouriKansas-Texas Railroad, shortened to “KT”, then to Katy. It spans the
240-mile width of Missouri, and you can catch it adjacent to the
fairground.
Sierra Bullets calls Sedalia home. Stop in for an informal tour and see
how their bullets are made. Whiteman AFB (Air Force Base), 30 miles
outside of Sedalia, is home of the B-2 Bomber. Tours are available.
The Daum Museum of Contemporary Art resides on the State Fair
Community College campus and is within walking distance of the Missouri
State Fairground.
Also, the Scott Joplin Ragtime Festival starts May 31 and continues
through the weekend. Plan to stay awhile and take part in the festivities
happening around Sedalia as they celebrate the life of the man who
brought ragtime to life.

Magazine
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“The Daum Museum
of Contemporary
Art…is within
walking distance of
the Missouri State
Fairground.”

Escapade

Entertainment

POWERED BY:

Take to the Street

Plan to to attend our fun street festival Thursday evening. Join the Escapees
RV Club in celebrating its first 40 years. Classic street food, wood-fired pizza,
local Missouri wines and craft brews will all be available to purchase. Mingle
with your friends and enjoy the music of Missouri’s own, Ruckus, as they
perform classic, Southern rock and a mix of your favorites. Then make your
way over to the grandstand at 9:00 p.m. where a fabulous fireworks display
will light up the sky.

PHOTO BY
KIMBERLY
TRAVAGLINO
#123940

The ROW and Afternoon Socials

When you visit The ROW, you’ll meet folks representing local Escapees
chapters from across the U.S. and Canada. You’ll also learn about the various
BoF (Birds of a Feather) Escapees special-interest groups. Chapters and BoF
groups host various afternoon socials, and all attendees are welcome and
encouraged to attend. After a busy day of seminars, socials are a perfect
way to unwind and connect with like-minded Escapees.

Bil Lepp, an American Storyteller

Escapade is proud to bring Bil Lepp, an American storyteller, to the stage on
Sunday night. It’s been said that Bil “takes something small and insignificant
and pushes it up into something really big and mightily interesting!” Bil is
the winner of many prestigious writing and storytelling awards, including the
Parents Choice Approved Award. His hilarious tales are side-splittingly funny
and will delight young and old alike as you laugh the night away.

Kidscapade

Kids matter at Escapade, and we’re
proud to offer Kidscapade, our
popular children’s program powered
by Fulltime Families.
Kidscapade keeps your children
and grandchildren entertained
while you attend seminars. They’ll
enjoy themselves as much as you
while making memories with their
new friends.

Reza—Edge of Illusion

ESCAPEES

Monday night, prepare to be
amazed by Reza—Edge of Illusion.
You’ll leave wondering “How did
he do that?” as Reza performs his
fascinating and captivating illusions
on the Escapade stage. Reza is
an international entertainer and
is recognized as one of the most
sought-after illusionists touring
today. Reza adds a personal aspect
to his spectacular show by engaging
the audience and keeping everyone
guessing what he’ll do next. He’s
been featured on Penn & Teller’s
Fool Us, as well as Duck Dynasty. He
has performed on the international
stage, and he regularly performs in
Branson, Missouri, in between tours.
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EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
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GATHER WITH US AT THE 58TH ESCAPADE
Attend for the educational opportunities or
come for the entertainment. Most of all, join us for
fun and camarederie at the 58th Escapade and help
to celebrate Escapees 40th anniversary,
May 27—June 1, 2018, in Sedalia, Missouri.
Discover the caring and sharing spirit Escapees was founded on 40 years ago,
and see how that spirit continues today.

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!

POST-ESCAPADE HOP EVENTS
LISA KOCA #86367, Escapees HOP Director

After a busy week at Escapade, unwind and enjoy two relaxing, fun-filled HOP events with fellow Escapees. Travel
to Kansas City and Warm Springs in a luxury coach with a local tour guide. Experience the beautiful countryside
scenery and learn about Missouri’s rich history and modern-day venues.

The National WWI Museum &
Treasures of the Steamboat Arabia HOP

National World War I Museum and Memorial has
been dedicated by Congress as the nation’s official
National World War I Museum. Rich in history, this
museum is devoted to preserving historical artifacts
associated with the First World War. Exhibits of
photographs, posters, uniforms, films, audio broadcasts, artillery, weaponry and cannons, enhanced
with special effects, help the displays come to life.
Over three hundred steamboats sank on the
dangerous Missouri River, and the Steamboat
Arabia was one of them. Visit the Steamboat Arabia
Museum and learn about the excavation, see a
working preservation lab and walk on the full-sized

reproduction of the Arabia main deck. This museum
is known to be the largest grouping of pre-Civil War
artifacts in the world.

Home of the Clydesdales and the
Antebellum Dixie Region HOP

Enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour with a visit to the
facilities where the magnificent Clydesdale horses
are bred, raised, selected and trained so they can
become the world-famous Budweiser horses. Learn
the history of these stately, gentle giants, meet the
horses and colts and see the luxurious trailers in
which they travel.

FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS | 888-757-2582 | HOPinfo@escapees.com

Day’s End

Free and Low-cost
Parking Finds

ATTENDING ESCAPADE?
Look for these Missouri parking
locations on your travel route.

Compiled by GUY GIPSON #84383, www.daysenddirectory.com

MISSOURI STATE PARKS:
No entry fees. Most basic (BD) sites
$13, on-season; $12, off-season.
On-season, Apr 1 to Oct 31; off-season, rest of yr (a few exceptions).
Most HU sites, $21–$23 on; $19–
$21 off. A few parks higher or lower.
$2 discount age 65+/disabled.
Two-nite min. Fri–Sat. Not all CGs
have all types of sites. Most parks
have reservable sites; advance
reservation fee $8.50. Most CGs
open all yr. Water and showers,
Apr–Oct. Most sell firewood. 15-day
limit within 30 consecutive days at
any one park. Fees: tinyurl.com/
hphndvp, mostateparks.com
Bob and Viva Lee Ed #7568
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Boonville: Isle of Capri Casino pkg lot. Check with Security—said
OK to stay “a couple days,” but on another occasion they advised of
likely flooding from the Missouri Riv. 3 mi N of I-70 at x101, 103 or
106. Follow signs to casino. As you enter the long driveway, go toward
casino, bear R, then L into flat, gravel pkg lot assigned for RV and
employees. Buffet theme changes daily. Ken and Lee Marks #99570

Cameron: Wallace SP. 42 sites with 30-A E. Central W, D, flush toilets,
loop 2 has showers and washer/dryer ($1.50/$1), recycle/trash. Fees,
etc: see “Missouri State Parks” info at beginning. Open all yr. 5 mi S
of town, I-35 x48, go E 1.2 mi on SR 121, TR into park. RV sites in
loops 2 and 4; some pull-thrus. 39.66028 -94.21336. Gate closes
10 p.m. Verizon good. Fishing, swimming, hiking and playground.
816-632-3745. John and Dottie Barry #65881
Clinton: Sparrowfoot CG, Harry S Truman Lake (COE). 93 gravel sites
with 30- or 50-A E, 18 no-HU. Tables, fire rings. Central potable W.
Flush toilets, showers. D. Laundry facility. $12 BD, $20 with E ($10,
Oct 16–Apr 14), S/A Pass 1/2. 14-day limit. 5 mi S of Clinton on SR
13, TL (E) on SE 450 Rd, go 1 mi, follow signs to park. 38.29639
-93.72639. Paved rds. Most sites fairly level. 2 loops. Loop A, mostly
wooded, 1/2 mi from showers/flush toilets. Loop B, some open-sky
sites. Verizon OK. Boat ramp, swim beach, fishing, playground. Katy
Trail (228-mi bike trail) accessible from town. tinyurl.com/ybhn2lgd
660-885-7546. Phil and Karon Noll #76483
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These parking selections highlight boondocking options for those traveling to the
58th Escapade in Sedalia, Missouri.
Download the entire directory online at
www.daysenddirectory.com.

Brookfield: CP. 10–12 gravel/grass pull-thrus, 30- or 50-A E/W. D
(campers only). $20. From US 36, exit S on SR 11. Turn E on Outer
Rd in front of Walmart. Follow signs 1 mi to CG on L. Lg rigs OK, but
sites are soft and unlevel. A few trees. Quiet. No Verizon. Library has
WiFi. Bob Browning #48193

ESCAPEES

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool to
help you save money and find safe overnight parking recommendations from fellow
Escapees members.

Big Oak Tree State Park.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSOURI STATE PARKS
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MISSOURI REST AREAS
Interstate rest areas are good O/N
stops in areas well separated from
trucks. Permitted at all RAs. No
prohibited parking sign or posted
time limit for RVs/truckers if pkg
within the designated lines. “No
camping/no open fires” is a posted
RA regulation.
Guy Gipson #84383

Columbia: Finger Lakes SP. 19 basic (BD) and 16 E sites. Central W,
D, flush toilets, showers. Fees, etc: see “Missouri State Parks” info at
beginning. Open all yr. I-70 x128, go N 4 mi on US 63, TR (E) on
Peabody Rd, go 1 mi. 39.07553 -92.31372. 573-443-5315. Gate
code needed after 10 p.m. ATVs, motorcycles, mtn bike trail, fishing.
Jim Nelson and Rene Agredano #103274
Danville: Graham Cave SP. Basic (BD) and 30-A E sites. Central W,
D, flush toilets, showers. Fees, etc: see “Missouri State Parks” info at
beginning. Open all yr. I-70 x170, go N, turn immed L (W) on SR TT,
go 2.1 mi. 38.9094 -91.57563. Shaded sites. Archaeology, hiking,
boating, fishing. 573-564-3476. Bill Garmire #85439

Magazine

Hermitage: Outlet Park CG, Pomme de Terre Lake (COE). 14 mostly-level gravel sites with 20-, 30- and 50-A E/W, and 14 no-HU dirt
sites. 4 flush rest rooms/showers. D. E/W sites $22, no-HU $14, S/A
Pass 1/2. 14-day limit within 30 at Pomme de Terre Lake. From
Hermitage at jct. SR 54 and SR 254, go 4 mi S on SR 254 to jct. with
SR 64 at Carson’s Corner (town), TR on SR 254, go 1 1/2 mi across
Pomme De Terre dam, TR on 1st paved rd, continue below dam to CG.
Signs. 37.90278 -93.32917. Paved CG rds. Sites are all in a long
row along the riv. Sat iffy, wooded and below dam. Verizon extended
network. Tennis court, baseball field, trail, boat ramp, playground.
Good canoe float in early summer. Other COE parks along lake. tinyurl.
com/y9ytswfl Phil and Karon Noll #76483

ESCAPEES
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Higginsville: D and W fill (fee, discount with Rewards card, FlyingJ
credit card or Good Sam card). At Pilot Travel Ctr, I-70 x49. N39
0.185 W93 44.04. Not reported as an O/N location, but might be
OK. 660-584-8484. Sandy Baleria #53897
Jefferson City: Mari-Osa Water Access (MO Dept of Conservation).
Lg pkg area. Fire rings. Pit toilets. US 50, 10 mi E of Jefferson City
(38.4992 -92.0199, 0.75 mi W of Osage Riv bridge), exit NE and
TR on Marina Rd, continue E to “T” intersection just before riv, TR (S),
go under US 50 to 300-ft. wide pkg area. N38.49239 W92.0109.
Boat ramp. Some truck traffic, but it died out mid-evening. tinyurl.
com/y8nrf6bd Richard and Kathy Howe #74769

ht

Kaiser: Lake of the Ozarks SP. Basic (BD) and E sites (30-A and
some 50-A). Central W, D, flush toilets, showers, laundry. Fees, etc:
see “Missouri State Parks” info at beginning. Open all yr. Go N from
town 0.4 mi on CR 42-3/Kaiser Rd, TR on SR 42, go 1.9 mi, bear R
on SR 134, go 4 mi to park on R. 38.13005 -92.55738. 4 loops
from beginning of CG down to lake. No Verizon except weak signal top
of hill. Weak WiFi at check-in sta. Mostly wooded. Many sites unlevel.
Some paved; some gravel. Rds paved. Some lakeview sites on lower
level. Also a beach. Boat ramps, hiking, mtn biking. Ozark Caverns
nearby, also Ha Ha Tonka SP (day use), no fee, castle ruins, lg spring
and natural bridge, trails. 573-348-2694. Phil and Karon Noll #76483
Lamar: CP. E sites. W and D. Showers at swim pool/bath house. First
two nites free, then a max of 7 nites at $10 each. From US 71, take US
160 E, turn S on Walnut St., go 7 blks across RR tracks and TR, go 1 blk
and park on grass on S side of rest rooms. N37.48398 W94.28235.
Any size rig, pull-thrus. Office: 417-682-5851. Caretaker: 417-6825422. tinyurl.com/yag2d6db Roger and InaRae Teters #9132
Lebanon: Bennett Spring SP. Basic (BD), E and E/W/S sites in 5 CGs.
Central W, D, flush toilets, showers, laundry. Fees, etc: see “Missouri
State Parks” info at beginning. Open all yr. 11 mi W of town on SR 64,
TL on SR 64A into park. 37.72002 -92.84197. Steep hill to all but
FHU camp (at bottom of hill, usually heavily booked). Rds and most
sites paved. Free WiFi. Good Verizon. Park restaurant open daily; all
meals. Store. Fishing, canoeing, hiking. Scenic, beautiful spring (4th
largest in MO) and stream. 417-532-4338. Phil and Karon Noll #76483
Macks Creek: RA. Tables, trash barrels. SW of town at jct. US 54
and SR 73, SW quad. 37.93003 -93.00416. Easy access. Herb and
Ginger Conly #110297
Pittsburg: Pittsburg CG, Pomme de Terre SP. Basic (BD) and E sites
(a few with W). Central W, D, flush toilets, showers, laundry. Fees, etc:
see “Missouri State Parks” info at beginning. Open all yr. Go N 1.7
mi from town on SR 64, bear L on SR 64B, go 1.5 mi. 37.86978
-93.3176. 417-852-4291. No lake view from sites. Boat ramps,
marina, fishing, swim beach, hiking. Phil and Karon Noll #76483

The Day’s End Directory is a useful tool for helping you save money and find safe overnight parking recommended by fellow Escapees members.
“Day’s End” listings are submitted by traveling members. Please be aware that these listings are not verified by Escapees magazine, and the
information is subject to change without notice. Want more? Order online or write Guy Gipson, 107 Rainbow Dr., #755, Livingston, TX 773991007. Online Search and Download: $15/year. CD (Mac and PC-compatible): $20. Include your complete name and Escapees membership number.
ORDER THE DAY’S END, GOOD GUYS AND BOONDOCKERS JOURNAL DIRECTORY BY VISITING WWW.DAYSENDDIRECTORY.COM
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KEEP THE ADVENTURE
ROLLING FULL-TIME.

Make your RV your home with an affordable
Full-Timers loan from Essex Credit, a
division of Bank of the West. Our experienced
consultants make getting your loan quick,
easy and stress-free, so you can look forward

Loan Amount

APR* as low as

$25,000 +

3.99%

New or Used Purchase
From a Dealer or Individual Seller
—
Purchase Locally or Cross-Country
—
Refinance

APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan
terms are also available. Rates are accurate as of February 12, 2018.

to what’s really important — living the RV life.
Changing market conditions can affect rates,
so act now to take advantage of our low APRs.

Apply online today.
www.essexcredit.com/escapees
(866) 377-3948
NEW - USED - REFINANCE

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. APR
applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2007
model year or newer. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV,
collateral value established using NADA wholesale value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Other rates with different loan terms are
available. Example of a Full-Timer RV loan: A 4-year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.99%, this loan has 48 monthly payments of $1,241.60 each.

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

© 2018 Bank of the West. NMLS ID# 19116
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DESTINATION DERBY HOP
May 3–6, 2018, Louisville, Kentucky

Join Escapees in Louisville, Kentucky, for “The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports.” Be a part
of horse racing history by singing along to “My Old Kentucky Home” while the finest thoroughbred horses leave the paddock. See the spires, listen to the trumpet’s call to post, visit the
paddock and hear the jockeys receive last-minute instructions. You’ll watch the jockeys mount
their horses and head to the track. Relax in one of the famous lounges and hear the clink of the
traditional mint julep glasses. There’s nothing like experiencing this event firsthand. Escapees
has procured tickets for access to the betting windows and food vendors.

Join fellow Escapees for HOP events: theme-related
venues and activities at unique and scenic locations!
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL HOP EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS | 888-757-2582 | HOPinfo@escapees.com

NATIONAL WWI MUSE- HOME OF THE
THE BEST OF IRELAND HOP NEW YORK CITY & HUDSON COMING SOON
Howling with the Wolves HOP
UM AND TREASURES CLYDESDALES AND THE June 13–19, 2018
RIVER VALLEY HOP
Boundary Waters between Canada/U.S.A.
OF THE STEAMBOAT
ANTEBELLUM DIXIE HOP 6 days/5 nights
July 8–13, 2018
(August 11–16)
ARABIA HOP
June 2, 2018
Price Per Person: $1,578–$1,858 New York/Hudson River Valley
June 1, 2018
Kansas City, Missouri
Price Per Person: $106

Warm Springs, Missouri
Price Per Person: $115

Contact: Escapees Travel Agency
855-757-8881 (toll-free)

Price Per Person: $965–$1,465

*Event prices are based on one to two RV occupants only. Call 888-757-2582 for specific pricing information.

888-757-2582 | HOPinfo@escapees.com | WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/HOPS FOR MORE INFORMATION

Colorado Outdoor Adventure HOP
South Fork, Colorado: (September 2–8)
The Fall Foliage Cruise HOP
Boston, Massachusetts (Sept. 16–23)
Balloon Fiesta HOP
Albuquerque, New Mexico: (Oct. 5–14)

Camping Kids

FAMILY-FRIENDLY

Events and Festivals
By MELANIE CARR #8, Escapees RV Club Vice President

Magazine

Festival season is here, and these events are excellent
learning opportunities for children. While attending
festivals with children can be overwhelming for some,
many of these events are family-friendly and offer
activities to keep them happy and entertained.

ESCAPEES
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XSCAPERS IS PARTNERING WITH FULLTIME FAMILIES
FOR KIDSCAPADE AT THE 58TH ESCAPADE, IN SEDALIA,
MISSOURI. BRING THE KIDS AND JOIN US!
SEE PAGES 6–10 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Here are five events that will take place between summer
and fall of 2018. Even if the events are not on your travel
route, you might find that they are worth adding to your
must-do list for 2019.

TIRE

DISCOUNT

JOSHUA TREE MUSIC FESTIVAL
JOSHUA TREE, CALIFORNIA • MAY 17–20/OCTOBER 4–7, 2018
WWW.JOSHUATREEMUSICFESTIVAL.COM

Located in the desert, this biannual event offers attendees a wide range of
experiences, including live music, arts and a robust schedule of activities
for children through their “Kidsville.” RV parking options with hook-ups
or dry-camping are available. A few BLM (Bureau of Land Management)
options are available in the surrounding the area that you can review on
www.campendium.com. Children 10 and under are free.
STRAWBERRY MUSIC FESTIVAL
GROVELAND, CALIFORNIA • MAY 24–28, 2018
TUOLUMNE, CALIFORNIA • AUGUST 30–SEPTEMBER 3, 2018
WWW.STRAWBERRYMUSIC.COM

This music festival takes place in two unique locations in the foothills of
the Sierra Nevada. It offers musical performances, activities for children,
workshops and more. Full-hookup and partial-hookup options are available
for RVers. Children six and under are free.

15%
DISCOUNT FOR

ESCAPEES MEMBERS
Discount includes trucks, automobiles and towables.

SMITHSONIAN FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. • JUNE 27– JULY 1/JULY 4–8, 2018
WWW.FESTIVAL.SI.EDU

This event provides a fantastic opportunity for roadschoolers to learn
about communities from around the world. There are opportunities to
learn about other cultures through music, dance, crafts, food and other
living traditions. For 2018, this event will highlight the cultures of Africa,
Armenia and Catalonia. And, the best part—it’s free!
ARIZONA TACO FESTIVAL
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA • OCTOBER 2018 (EXACT DATES TBD)
WWW.AZTACOFESTIVAL.COM

This is a fantastic festival for foodies. Once inside, you will find taco-topia,
50 restaurants serving tacos. There are other fun activities such as eating
contests and live music. There is a kids’ zone featuring seven to 10 attractions, including a bungee trampoline, bounce houses, slides and more.
Children can enjoy kids’ food vendors with treats such as ice cream and
shaved-ice. Children age 12 and under are free.
BRICK FEST LIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS • OCTOBER 20 & 21, 2018
WWW.EVENTS.BRICKFESTLIVE.COM

Lego lovers rejoice! Here you will find hands-on activities and attractions
designed to inspire, educate and entertain. Notable attractions include a
Lego mini-golf course, inspiration stations, a speedway to build a custom
Lego derby car, shopping for unique and rare Lego sets and much more.
This event is held at several locations throughout the U.S. Visit the
website for more information.
Your tips for RVing with children could appear in a future “Camping Kids” column.
Send your tips for organization, storage, safety, socialization or other aspects of
traveling with children to
MELANIECARR@ESCAPEES.COM.

SAVE AN
AVERAGE OF $90!
(ACTUAL SAVINGS WILL VARY WITH TIRE
SELECTION AND QUANTITY PURCHASED)

STACK YOUR ESCAPEES DISCOUNT
WITH GOODYEAR REBATES FOR
EVEN MORE SAVINGS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
www.escapees.com/benefits/coupons-discounts

Weight and Safety

RV DRIVING

By JIM KOCA #86367, Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp Instructor

WEIGH IN!

Weighing appointments are available
Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Other times may be available.
Call for information.

BUSHNELL, FLORIDA
Sumter Oaks • 518-231-8606

CONGRESS, ARIZONA
North Ranch • 509-999-4429

LIVINGSTON, TEXAS
Rainbow’s End • 888-757-2582
The SmartWeigh program provides
accurate individual wheel weights for
your RV, toad and tow vehicle, and it will
help you trim the pounds if you need to.

I remember the enjoyment of my parents traveling by RV to
visit relatives. On a few occasions, I would share the driving
duties with my father. Out of fear and uncertainty, my mother
didn’t want to drive the “big class-C.” Although it was only 24
foot in length, to her it was huge. Dad enjoyed driving, so there
wasn’t a problem. For years, and to no avail, my father and I tried
encouraging my mother to learn to drive their RV in case she ever needed to in
an emergency.

U

nfortunately, a situation did occur while fueling in Arizona. Dad fell
and broke a rib and was carried off in an ambulance, leaving my
mother at the gas pumps wondering want to do with the RV. She
wanted to go to the hospital to be with him, but the RV was her only
means of transportation. When I received her call, I explained that I was over
14 hours away and that she would have to drive it. I remember her saying, “I
wish I had learned to drive this thing before your father got hurt.”
After assuring her that she could drive it, Mom got into the driver’s seat,
started the RV and drove to the hospital. She even ended up driving back
home for most of the trip. I never told her, “I told you so!”
I’m sharing this story as a precautionary tale, because a passenger never
knows when they may be forced to take the driver’s seat.
The RV Driving School, an Escapees Endorsed Vendor, has instructors
throughout the U.S. to teach RV driving skills to the reluctant passenger.
Instructors are available at Escapade and at the Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp
classes. For information, call 530-878-0111 or visit www.rvschool.com.
I encourage all passengers to learn to drive the RV so you’ll be ready if you
need to take the wheel.

Magazine

To purchase The RVer’s Ultimate Survival
Guide, call 888-757-2582, or visit
www.escapees.com/store.
It is available in book and CD format.
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TAKE HD TV ON AN

ADVENTURE
PAY AS YOU GO TV
DISH® is the clear choice for your RV!

USE CODE “ESCP”

DISH RV ADVANTAGE
Pay as you go programming
No long-term contracts
HD on all mobile antennas
Lowest-priced mobile antennas

For $50 Off a Satellite
Antenna Bundle*

Fast & easy setup with automatic signal

GET DISH OUTDOORS IN 3 EASY STEPS

HD
Purchase Equipment

Select Programming

Activate Service

Select a receiver, satellite,
or a bundle and we’ll deliver
to your designated location.

Pay as you go in 30 day
increments or add to your DISH
home service for only $7/mo.

Call 1-877-740-5082 when
your equipment arrives
to activate your service.

Visit get.dishformyrv.com/escapees or call 1-877-740-5082
*With the purchase of a DISH Solo HD receiver and DISH-compatible antenna. Offer limit one per customer. Must mention coupon code at time of order.
View packages for complete details. For Pay-As-You-Go service, all charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance;
failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without
notice. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions apply.

RV Gadget Box

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EZ-UP LIGHTS, LLC.

EZ-UP Light

Compiled by MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor

Magazine

It’s a nice, warm night, perfect for dining
out at your campsite. Wouldn’t it be nice if
you could have a light on your picnic table
or maybe even on your barbecue grill?
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orget flashlights and lanterns; you need an EZ-UP
Light. This handy, remote-controlled LED light
clamps to any table or railing and provides the
perfect illumination. The remote allows you to
turn the light on and off, adjust the brightness and even
select the color. The mounting hardware is well-made
and durable. The light sets up in minutes and breaks
down easily for storage. And, best of all, the light is
on an extension pole, so it can be raised high enough
to shine down on the table and not in your eyes. The
30-watt, LED, wide-angle fixture runs on AC power and
draws only 10 watts. Even a small inverter will power

A TOTAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR ALL RVERS

the light if you are away from electric hookups. The light
also comes in a tripod version, which allows it to be set
up virtually anywhere. It’s a great way to light up your
evening at home or on the road.
Visit www.EZUPLight.com for more information, or to
place an order.
EZ-UP LIGHT
Prices range from $70 to $80
The manufacturer is currently offering the clamp-on light
at a discount for Escapees members: $59.99 plus tax.
AVAILABLE FROM:
EZ-UP Lights, LLC
PO Box 446
Loganville, GA 30052
Phone: 770-354-0926
EZUPLights@aol.com
SHARE YOUR FAVORITE RV GADGET!
E-mail your innovative RV gadget to techquestions@escapees.com.

FIND TERMS, CONDITIONS AND RULES FOR PRODUCT SUBMISSIONS AT WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/RVGADGETBOX.
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Tips
Helpful Hints, Ideas and Solutions for Today’s RVer
Read these and other tips online at WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/ARTICLES-AND-BLOGS.
E-mailed submissions can be sent to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Weather Safety

Last year, we saw the effects of severe weather across the
country. No matter what time of year it may be, or where
you’re located, adverse weather can arise. Severe weather
can be dangerous and even more so in an RV, if you don’t
take steps to plan and prepare ahead of time. A few tips
can keep you safe on the road.

April 19–21, 2018
Turkey Creek Rainbow Park

The Annual Vintage Rally will be held
April 19–21, 2018, at Turkey Creek
Rainbow Park. Open house will be
Saturday, April 21, from 2:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to tour the amazing renovated and
rebuilt campers and ask questions.
My 1959 Mobile Scout 14-foot-long
camper is a total rebuild that took
our family one year to complete.
The floor, walls and cabinets are
built out of salvage wood from
the 100-year old house I grew up
in. My camper, “Hillbilly Heaven”
(below), is named in honor of my
family in heaven.
Debbie Robinson #120227

ESCAPEES

Be Aware: As with any personal safety plan, being aware of your surroundings is of utmost importance. Are you in a high-wind area, or camped in low
terrain that could flood during a rainstorm? Do you have more than one
way out of your location if it is necessary to evacuate quickly? Simply being
aware of the area around you can help you be mentally prepared in case of
an emergency.
Weather Radio: Keep a weather radio handy to access up-to-the-minute
weather reports. Weather radios are affordable and are easily found in stores
and online. Tune in to a local radio channel if the weather looks threatening.
Emergency Planning: If you are at an RV park, ask the manager if there is
an emergency plan and if there is a safe shelter available to go to in the event
of adverse conditions such as a tornado, and how one is to gain access to it.
Use traveling time to discuss what to do in case of inclement weather.
Involve everyone in your group, including children, in your emergency planning. Although you may be reluctant to discuss dangerous situations with
children, know that it is less frightening for them if they know what to do in
an emergency.
You can find a multitude of information and training online regarding
everything from preparing an emergency kit to becoming a storm chaser.
A website I utilized is the National Weather Service/NOAA online at www.
weather.gov. This site has valuable information to help you prepare for any
weather-related situation.
Be prepared and develop a bad-weather plan. Hoping for the best and
planning for the worst will give you peace of mind and many safe miles ahead.
Lockie Sailer #130519, Chapter/BoF Director

THIRD ANNUAL
VINTAGE RALLY
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THE
BEST OF IRELAND HOP
JUNE 13–19, 2018

Join fellow Escapees and experience the picturesque country of Ireland.
A few points of interest include:

• Explore ancient castles • Visit the city of Galway • Kiss the Blarney Stone
• Traverse the Ring of Kerry • Attend the Skellig Experience
• Embark on a ferry ride and enjoy the Cliffs of Moher
• Visit popular local pubs and see entertaining shows
There is still time to register for this action-packed HOP, but don’t delay!
For information, call Escapees Travel Agency at 855-757-8881 (Toll Free),
e-mail eta@escapees.com or visit www.escapees.com/fun/hops.
Lisa Koca, Escapees HOP Director
March/April 2018

Tips
KOFA Crafters
Contribute to
CAPES OF COURAGE

ESCAPEES
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The CAPES OF COURAGE organization oversees and collects
handmade, super-hero-type capes
that are designed to comfort and
empower children facing challenging
times. The capes are distributed to
hospitals, therapy centers, schools
and individuals. Many of KOFA
Ko-op’s capes are contributed to
Amberly’s Place (www.amberlysplace.com), the only family advocacy
center in Yuma with a crisis team
to assist victims of domestic, child,
sexual and elder abuse. Others go
to Catholic Charity and children’s
cancer center hospitals.
Virginia Larson #44095 has
carried the torch for KOFA crafters
this year, handmaking more than
300 super-hero capes herself,
sewing all through the summer
and well into the winter season.
Joni Sprouse #80485, Wendy
Rose #19921, Mary Lou Gajdosik
#79570, Ann Hutchison #109528,
Bonnie Woepke #74685, Gary and
Nancy Grant #89856 and Lotte
Depoule #6756 are among the
KOFA Ko-op crafters supporting this
worthwhile project and contributing
with hands-on participation or with
supplies and monetary support.
To contact KOFA Crafters, e-mail
crafts@kofako-op.com. For information about CAPES OF COURAGE,
visit www.kidscapesofcourage.org.
Molly Pinner #73997

You’re packed, fueled and ready to go. Everyone is going on this RV trip, including
your pets. Whether you’re a seasoned pet traveler or taking your first pet road
trip, remember these safety tips.
• Car sickness: Take your pet on a trial run. You don’t want to drive
hundreds of miles before finding out that your pet is sensitive to travel. A
nervous stomach or intestinal tract can create an unpleasant road trip. If
your pet does suffer from car sickness, talk to your vet about medications
to calm their systems.
• Safety restraint: The use of a pet seat, pet restraint or other protective
gear will ensure your pet won’t be injured if you must brake suddenly.
• Vaccinations: Keep your pet’s vaccinations up-to-date. Take documents of
proof with you, in case your pet needs vet care or to be kenneled.
• Heat: Pets are temperature sensitive and should never be left alone in an
RV or a tow vehicle in hot weather.
• Visiting the beach. Drinking salty sea water can be harmful to your pet.
Also, if you haven’t been swimming with your pet before, go gradually. Not
all dogs can swim!
• Sunburn: Pets can sunburn, and they experience heat stroke inside or
outside a vehicle. Have plenty shade and fresh water available for both
you and your pet, so that you both stay hydrated and healthy.
• Tethering. A tethered pet is easy prey and has no means to defend itself
against wildlife. Also, a chain or other metal line used to secure your pet can
conduct a lightning strike or electrical ground that can create a jolt or death.
• Stress: Strange places, smells, people, even other people’s pets, can put
real stress on your pet. Such strain can cause increased barking, increased
potty needs or perhaps more aggressive behavior.
• Respect Your Neighbors. Clean up “doggy litter,” and give your pet
attention, while traveling, to reduce barking, yowling or other nervous and
irritating noises.
Many pets love to travel. It is your job to keep them safe, secure and
happy. You can build wonderful lasting memories with all of your loved ones
with a little planning ahead that will keep all of you safe in your RV.
Randy DeVaul, Guest Contributor

Opinions, advice and information contained in “Tips” are offered solely to inform members about matters that may be of interest or helpful to
them. Material is compiled from submissions by Escapees members who do their own research. Escapees RV Club accepts no responsibility for
what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may not acknowledge receipt of material.
If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
E-MAILED SUBMISSIONS CAN BE SENT TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF RVIA.ORG.
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KOFA Ko-op, in Yuma, Arizona,
continues the spirit of caring and
sharing by participating in kids’
CAPES OF COURAGE.

RVing With Pets

2017 RVBusiness Top 50 Dealers
RVBusiness magazine annually recognizes 50 top U.S. and Canadian RV
retailers for their commitment to professionalism and customer care.
We congratulate each of these dealers, nominated by manufacturers
and selected by an independent panel of industry experts.
Affinity RV Service, Sales & Rentals

Crestview RV Center

Moix RV Supercenter

Alliance Coach

Curtis Trailers

Mount Comfort RV

Alpin Haus

Dixie RV SuperStores

Noble RV

ArrKann Trailer & RV

ExploreUSA RV Supercenter

Pan Pacific RV Centers

Big Country RV

Fraserway RV

PleasureLand RV Center

Bill Plemmons RV World

General RV Center

Princess Craft

Bish’s RV

Giant Recreation World

Rich & Sons RV Headquarters

Bowling RVs

Gib’s RV Superstore

Richardson’s RV Centers

Broadmoor RV SuperStore

Greeneway RV Sales & Service

Steinbring Motorcoach

Bucars RV Centre

Guaranty RV Super Centers

Tennessee RV Supercenter

Bullyan RV

Hartville RV Center *

United RV Center

Burlington RV Superstore

Hemlock Hill RV

Veurinks’ RV Center *

Byerly RV

Hilltop Camper & RV

Vogt RV Centers

Campers Inn RV

Lardners Trailer Sales

Voyager RV Centre *

Coachlight RV Sales

Lazydays RV **

Walnut Ridge Family RV Sales *

Colerain Family RV *

Manteca Trailer & Motorhome ***

Wilkins RV

Colonial Airstream & RV

Modern Trailer Sales

*Blue Ribbon Awardees

Prescott, Ariz.

Wildwood, Fla.

Amsterdam, N.Y.
Edmonton, Alta. (CAN)
Bend, Ore.

Rural Hall, N.C.

Idaho Falls, Idaho
Ottumwa, Iowa
Pasco, Wa.

Balzac, Alta. (CAN)
Duluth, Minn.
Sturtevant, Wisc.
St. Louis, Mo.
Kingston, N.H.
Carthage, Mo.

Cincinnati, Ohio
Lakewood, N.J.

Buda, Texas

Portland, Ore.

Hammond, La.
Plano, Texas

Abbotsford, B.C. (CAN)
Wixom, Mich.

Winter Garden, Fla.
Coos Bay, Ore.

Wisconsin Falls, Wisc.
Junction City, Ore.
Hartville, Ohio

Southington, Conn.
Fridley, Minn.

Saskatoon, Sask. (CAN)
Seffner, Fla.

Manteca, Calif.
Anderson, Ind.

Conway, Ark.

Greenfield, Ind.

Owatonna, Minn.
French Camp, Calif.
St. Cloud, Minn.

Round Rock, Texas
Grand Island, Neb.
Menifee, Calif.

Garfield, Minn.
Knox, Tenn.

Ft. Worth, Texas

Grand Rapids, Mich.
Ft. Worth, Texas

Winfield, B.C. (CAN)
New Castle, Ind.
Bath, N.Y.

**Arthur J. Decio Humanitarian Awardee by Ally Financial Inc. ***Gaylord Maxwell Innovation Awardee by Lippert Components Inc.

Sponsored by:

Viewfinder

NATURE’S PAINTBRUSH

“The Wave,” on the Utah/Arizona border, has to be the iconic
symbol of ‘nature’s paintbrush.’ Reached by a three-mile
hike each way, it’s only accessible with a next-to-impossible
permit from a lottery at the ranger station in Kanab, Utah.
Amazingly, I’ve managed to win the lottery four times!”
PHOTO BY DIANA TOLERICO #93651

“Paddling between icebergs and
glaciers in Lake Valdez, Alaska.”

Magazine

BY GARY QUIMBY #128094
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“This photo was taken in the tulip fields of the
Skagit Valley, near Mount Vernon, Washington.
PHOTO BY TOM SELISKAR #45928
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Viewfinder
Spring flowers in the Texas Hill Country
PHOTO BY ROBERT MARTIN #65098

“This photo was taken on
a beautiful fall day in Maine.”
PHOTO BY JACKIE ANDERSON #108675

“This photo was taken at sunset, while
my husband and I were boating on Lake
of the Pines, near Jefferson, Texas.”
PHOTO BY DONNA ABEL #123597
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SHARE YOUR VIEW—A NEW THEME EVERY ISSUE
With each submission, include your name, Escapees membership number, a description of the photo and the name of the photographer, even if
you took the photo. Only a few photos will be selected for each issue. Submissions do not qualify for payment.
JA18 (Due March 10) A Tight Space: RVers are the champions of space
conservation. Show us your encounter with space deficiency.

ND18 (Due July 10) Retro Camping

SO18 (Due May 10) In the Distance: Adventure awaits over the hill or
around the bend. Show us what you’ve happened upon during your travels.

MA19 (Due Nov 10) Campfire Friends

JF19 (Due Sept 10) Nature’s Hearts

TO SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR “VIEWFINDER,” SEND UNALTERED DIGITAL PHOTOS AS E-MAIL ATTACHMENTS TO VIEWFINDER@ESCAPEES.COM.
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From the Bookshelf

Earning and Giving Back
By MARCELLA GAUTHIER #12371

QUIT YOUR JOB AND LIVE IN AN RV—THE COMPLETE GUIDE

Magazine

JERRY MINCHEY, STONY RIVER MEDIA.COM 2017, WWW.LIFERV.COM
ISBN: 9781947020023 • PAPERBACK $12.95 • KINDLE: $3.99

ROAD CASH—HOW TO MAKE MONEY WHILE LIVING ON THE ROAD
WILLIAM MYERS • AMAZON DIGITAL SERVICES LLC 2017 • ISBN: 978-1547296057
PAPERBACK $10.95 • KINDLE $3.99
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Jerry Minchey’s delightful, entertaining style is
featured in his latest book. It is full of lessons learned
while on the road and includes helpful websites for
additional information. He shares stories he’s heard
from other full-time RVers who are managing to
support themselves while traveling. Imagine leaping
out of bed, eager to start your day with activities that
give you pleasure and provide you with additional
income. Imagine accomplishing this goal while living,
and moving, where and when you want, whenever
the mood strikes.
Jerry’s enthusiasm for RVing is contagious. He
doesn’t paint a picture with only rosy hues, but,
instead, he points out pitfalls and helps you decide
whether the RV lifestyle is for you. The websites Jerry provides are helpful to
newbies, experienced RVers and even non-RVers who are looking for tips on
downsizing and opportunities to earn a living without being tied to a job.
A book Jerry mentions, titled Road Cash, is extremely helpful, and I chose
to feature it in this column. It expands on money-making opportunities and
is useful to anyone looking for enjoyable, income-producing activities. Jerry
gave it a five-star review on Amazon, along with many other reviewers.

Although this incredible book can be useful to
anyone who would like additional income, it will
ignite the imagination to those who desire to earn an
income while traveling. There is an amazing assortment of income-producing activities, many of which
can be performed anywhere. Requirements for some
of the income-producing gigs include Internet access,
a computer and a certain amount of computer skills
and/or camera equipment. He also offers advice on
connecting to safe, inexpensive and reliable Internet
access while on the road. His advice is well-worth
the cost of the book. Detailed pros and cons of each
money-making activity are included.
March/April 2018

MARTHA’S VINEYARD
TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON
SIMON PRESS 2017, 54 MAIN ST, VINEYARD HAVEN
MA 02568, WWW.PETERSIMON.COM
508-560-1358 • ISBN: 978-1-944903-13-8
HARDCOVER $150

Peter Simon has over 50 years
of experience as a prize-winning
photojournalist. Recently, his love
for his home in Martha’s Vineyard
inspired him to sort through thousands of photos to produce this
book.. As homage to his beloved
isle, it includes 76 pages, weighs
over six pounds and includes 750
amazing photos. His photos and the
text, written by Pulitzer Prize writer
Geraldine Brooks, illustrates the
beauty of the isle and the rich lives
of the residents.
This book is truly a labor of love
and a treasured gift to anyone who
loves the Vineyard. Twenty percent
of the book sale revenue will be
contributed to Martha’s Vineyard
Community Services.

“This book is truly a
labor of love and
a treasured gift to
anyone who loves
the Vineyard.”

constructed for sub-zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Avg 30 %
off MSRP

2018 DRV Full House Toyhauler

$155,416

zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Avg 30 %
off MSRP

2018 Heartland
Landmark 365 Newport

$128,659
sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

SPECIALIZING IN HIGH END FIFTH WHEELS AND FULL TIME RV LIVING

Avg 30 %
off MSRP

2018 DRV Mobile Suite 39DBRS3

$154,311

Visit us at

www.rvsforless.net

sub-zero rated
True 4 Season Camper

Avg 30 %
off MSRP

2018 DRV Elite Suites 38RSSA

• Customer-Focused before and after the sale
• Service, parts and accessories for new and used units
• 1st-Timer Training, Full-Timer Experts
• Best Price in the industry on DRV and Heartland Landmark

$182,167

constructed for zero temp
True 4 Season Camper

Avg 30 %
off MSRP

2018 DRV Mobile Suites Aire

to see why we are the #1 USA
dealer for DRV 2011-2017,
one of the first Heartland
Landmark dealers and a Top 5
USA dealer for Heartland
Landmark 2005-2017.

Call us at 865-521-9112 or Toll Free at 877-228-6975

$128,900

We Make Your Dreams Come True

Wherever your travels take you
enjoy lifes’ delights with passion and

LIVE

All without worry, because If something happens
and you need medical evacuation home then

LAUGH &
Use your SkyMed membership card
to pay the bill and

LOVE IT.
®

18 SERVICES

|

1-800-679-2020

|

WWW.SKYMED.COM |
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SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

San Antonio’s Tricentennial Anniversary
101 S. Santa Rosa, San Antonio, Texas 78207 • 210-207-2300 • www.sanantonio300.org

In May 1718, San Antonio de Béxar Presidio and Mission San
Antonio de Valero (now known as the Alamo) were founded,
making this year San Antonio’s tricentennial anniversary.

Magazine

From modest beginnings, San Antonio, Texas, has grown
to become the seventh-largest city in the nation. With its
River Walk, collection of UNESCO World Heritage Site
Spanish Missions and its ability to offer visitors a good
time, it’s become a major tourist destination.
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Remember the Alamo

The first place to visit is the Alamo. It was after Mexico
won independence from Spain, in 1821, that caucasian
settlers, at the invitation of the Mexican government,
began to arrive, but soon after, a newly elected governor
rescinded the Mexican constitution.
Caucasian settlers and Hispanic Texicans, as this
group was first named, demanded the return of their
former constitution. In 1836, Santa Anna, the self-proclaimed Dictator of Mexico and the leader of its army,
led forces into San Antonio to force the people into
compliance with his new government.
A volunteer force, including William Barrette Travis,
James Bowie, Juan Seguin, Davy Crockett and his
company of Tennesseans and other Anglo and Hispanic
men, occupied and fortified the Alamo, the now-deserted
mission, to hold San Antonio against the Mexican army.
March/April 2018

The battle took place from February 23 to March 6,
1836. Before dawn on March 6, Santa Anna launched
his troops against the walls of the Alamo in three
separate attacks. The defenders retreated to the long
barracks and chapel, where they fought to the last man.
The cry, “Remember the Alamo,” became the rallying
point of the Texas Revolution. Texas won its independence at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836.

The Missions

In 2015, the five missions, including the Alamo, became
the 23rd UNESCO site in the U.S. and the first in Texas.
Straddling both sides of the San Antonio River, the
missions are situated close to one another, spanning
approximately seven miles.
Mission Concepción, Mission San José, Mission San
Juan, Mission Espada and Mission San Antonio de Valero
(the Alamo) were built in the early 1700s to convert
Native Americans to Christianity and help settle the
region under the Spanish flag. The missions welcome
millions of visitors every year. All except the Alamo are
active Catholic parishes, some with descendants of the
original congregants.
The missions were built in the 18th century, when
Spain felt threatened by the encroachment of the
French from Louisiana, and flourished between 1745
and the 1780s. Increasing hostility from the indigenous
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The River Walk is the number-one tourist attraction in
Texas. In the late 1920s, the city and business leaders
realized what an asset the river could be to the growing
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River Walk

city. Architect Robert H. H. Hugman developed the
plans that led to the construction of River Walk, completed in 1941, transforming downtown into a vibrant
tourist destination.
Since the initial construction, hotels, restaurants and
shops have been added. The River Walk expanded, first
from South Alamo Street to the convention center, and
passenger river barges were added in the 1960s. The
Museum Reach section, completed in 2009, connects
downtown to the San Antonio Museum of Art and Pearl
Brewery, now a dining and shopping complex.
The most recent addition is extending Mission Reach
eight miles to Mission Espada. Along this section of River
Walk, there are recreational trails, picnic and seating
areas, as well as pedestrian bridges and pavilions.
The missions, Governor’s Palace, Cathedral of San
Fernando and River Walk are only the beginning of the
attractions and sites San Antonio has to offer. One of
the easiest ways to get around the city is on one of the
hop-on/hop-off tour buses.
Add to this the many special events commemorating
the tricentennial and you’ll discover dozens of reasons to
add this city to your 2018 travel plans.
For city information, visit www.visitsanantonio.
com or call 800-447-3372. For more information on
tricentennial events, visit www.sanantonio300.org or call
210-207-2300.
Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor

ESCAPEES

Coahuiltecans’ traditional enemy, the Apache, and later
the Comanche, as well as the threat of European diseases, caused their communities to retreat behind mission
walls. The Native Americans found food and refuge in
the missions in exchange for labor and submission to
religious conversion.
San Jose Mission serves as the national park headquarters, and it offers a film that explains, in depth, the
history of the missions.
The Spanish Governor’s Palace, a National Historic
Landmark, was intended to protect the Alamo and
the growing colony. Built in the early 18th century, it
is considered the sole remaining example of an early
aristocratic Spanish house in Texas. The building was
the residence and working offices of the local fortress
captain. Visitors are invited to wander through the
palace’s 10 rooms and into the courtyard.
Nearby is the Cathedral of San Fernando. Built in the
18th century, it is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. In addition to the beautiful sanctuary and stainedglass windows, the remains of Davy Crocket, Jim Bowie and
William Barret Travis are entombed in the church.
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

New Orleans’ Tricentennial Anniversary
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201 St. Charles Ave. Ste 114-407, New Orleans, LA 70170 • www.neworleans.com
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The folks in New Orleans have even more to celebrate
in 2018—it’s their 300th anniversary. Special events,
concerts, fireworks and festivals are planned throughout
the year, and you’re invited. The city, wedged between the
Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain, is a historic gem,
a blend of many cultures.
It was in 1718 that explorer Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne,
aslo known as Sieur de Bienville, founded New Orleans
for France. Situated 100 miles from the mouth of the
Mississippi River, the original city was centered on the
Place d’Armes. Today, it is known as Jackson Square,
named in honor of the War of 1812 Battle of New
Orleans’ hero, Andrew Jackson.
Facing the river, the square is surrounded by historic
buildings, including Saint Louis Cathedral, which dates to
the 1720s, the Presbytere and Cabildo (Louisiana State
Museums) and the oldest apartment buildings in the
United States. You’ll find street performers and open-air
art galleries where local artists display their work on the
square’s iron fence.
March/April 2018

The streets jutting out from Jackson Square create
the French Quarter. While walking here, it is easy to get
lost in time. Jazz drifts on the wind along with the aroma
of spicy Cajun cuisine. The streets are lined with buildings, centuries old, featuring the city’s famous wrought
iron balconies. Restaurants, bars, hotels, museums and
shops beckon visitors to keep exploring and learning
about the customs and people of New Orleans.

History

The French ruled over the city until 1763 when they
ceded the territory to the Spanish. Forty years later, the
French regained control of the colony, in 1803, and, in
turn, sold it to the U.S. in the Louisiana Purchase.
By the middle of the 19th century, New Orleans had
grown to a population of 170,000. Its port helped make
New Orleans the wealthiest city in the U.S. at that time.
The city was also home to many free people of color who
owned businesses and property.
During the Civil War, New Orleans was captured by
Union forces. After the war, the city was still a vital port
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Guidelines and Helpful Hints

• Deadline: Material for each issue will be selected based on
location and the migration of seasonal travel.
• Words: Short stories of 300 to 500 words are ideal.
Submissions that are illegible, inappropriate or considered
advertisements may be excluded. Due to limited space,
submissions will be edited.
• Photos: Photos are included on a space-available basis. Include
the name of anyone in the photo and name of the photographer.

• Share unique and off-the-beaten-path RV travel destinations.
• Keep submissions brief and include only pertinent information.
• Photos must be high resolution.
• Include the best season to visit the destination.
Send submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351, or to editor@escapees.com.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOADING ONLINE AT: WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/KNOWLEDGE/ESCAPEES.
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For 300 years, this port city has received people from
around the world seeking new lives and prospects, not
only the French, Spanish and Africans, but immigrants
from Ireland, Italy, Germany, Greece, Vietnam and other
nations. Native American, Cajun and Creole people have
also had an overwhelming impact on the city’s culture.
New Orleans has a lot to be proud of, and this year
it is pulling out all the stops to celebrate this special
anniversary. To learn more about the city’s tricentennial
events, check the website at 2018nola.com/events.
Marilyn Jones, Guest Contributor
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and economically important to the nation. Along with
the turn of the 20th century came the uniquely New
Orleans’ era of music and jazz.
It was only after World War II that the city actually
became a tourist destination. Today, millions of people
from around the world travel to the Big Easy for events
including Mardi Gras. Even the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina couldn’t stop this city and its residents. The city
rebuilt and recovered; its culture and attractions are
more inviting than ever.

Mark, My Words
Your RV Questions
By MARK NEMETH #45776, Escapees Technical Advisor
Send your questions via e-mail to techquestions@escapees.com

STABILIZING
MOTORHOME
Q. I have an older Itasca motorhome. I
would like to find a way to stabilize it
against wind created by trucks as they
drive past, making the motorhome
hard to steer. What would recommend
as the best solution?
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A. Steering stabilizers help, but
no combination of anti-sway bars
or stabilizers will eliminate that
push from wind or passing trucks.
The stabilizers are designed to
reduce the effect to a comfortable
level. If you are currently having
to white-knuckle it, I suspect that
adding stabilizer hardware will help.
However, if the sway or “wander” is
not significant, or, if you feel reasonably comfortable driving the RV and
want it to handle more like a car, the
limited improvement you’ll get from
adding a stabilizer may not be worth
the cost.
Tire pressure can affect the way
an RV handles, so try experimenting
with decreasing or increasing your
tire inflation pressure. An adjustment may help to reduce sway or
wander. Also, have the steering gear
and suspension checked. One loose
component or an alignment problem
can make a difference. Steer Safe
markets a simple and fairly inexpensive stabilizer (www.steersafe.com).
Another option would be the Safe T
Plus stabilizer (www.safe-t-plus.com).
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Buying an RV
Q. I bought a new Ford Expedition and plan to look for a midsized, approximately
18-foot trailer to pull for camping. A full shower is a must, and it would be nice
to have a large refrigerator. I’ve heard the multi-powered refrigerators fail
often. What’s your advice on brands, features, quality, etc? Also, where do I
start looking?
Steve
A. Spending plenty of time looking at RVs is the best way to find the perfect
model for you. That means going to RV shows and to RV dealers where you
can look at a lot of RVs. As you do this, you’ll start to notice the things that
are important to you, as well as the things that don’t matter. You’ll also begin
to get an eye for build quality and the range of floor plans and equipment
available. I conduct a seminar on choosing an RV, and here are a few of the
main points:
• Do your research.
• Learn what your tow vehicle can safely tow. Don’t overload it!
• Decide what kind of camping you want to do. This helps define what
amenities you need/want in your RV.
• Talk to other RVers. Online forums are an excellent resource: However,
going to campgrounds and rallies will allow you talk to RVers directly. Most
are friendly and enjoy discussing their RVs.
• Establish a budget and stick to it.
• Try it out. When you look at an RV, lie on the bed, sit on the toilet, stand in
the shower, etc.
• Make sure the RV has adequate carrying capacity for your passengers,
gear and supplies.
• Look at as many different RVs as you can.
• Take your time.
Consider a used RV for your first one: Used trailers generally keep their
value, so if you buy one, use it a year, and then, if you decide to buy a
different unit, there’s a good chance you won’t take a big financial loss.

Mark, My Words
“It’s a good idea to sanitize the system at
the start of each year’s camping season,
or annually if you are full-time RVing.”

HOT WATER ODOR
Q. My hot water has an odor similar to rotten eggs. I use a water softener and
recently replaced my anode rod. The cold water does not have this odor. The
smell is not apparent at some RV parks and is less noticeable at others. I have a
12-gallon Suburban water heater (SW12DE), and I am staying at a park that has
water from a 1,400-foot well. Is the hot water bad for drinking, showering or
cooking? Is there a reasonable way to solve this problem?
Tom

Q. The floor section of my shower
stall cracked around the drain. I want
to plastic weld the crack but I need
to know the type of plastic to use.
Kirk

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION FOR MARK? Submissions must not contain commercial advertising or consumer advocacy issues. Due to the large
volume of material and correspondence submitted, we may be unable to reply or acknowledge receipt of your material. Material will be edited.
Questions and answers with the highest general interest may be repeated in subsequent issues. Questions can be sent by mail to “Mark, My
Words” Column, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300 or to techquestions@escapees.com.
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO TECHQUESTIONS@ESCAPEES.COM
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A. Most of the RV tub assemblies
are either ABS- or PVC- type plastics, so most solvent-based cements
will work. However, I have had little
success repairing tub cracks with
glues. The best luck I’ve had is with
Eternabond tape or rubber roof
repair material. The problem is that
plastic flexes a lot when you stand
on it, and most of the cracks just
keep getting bigger.
A recent repair that has held
up well was using Rapid Roof III,
a product designed to re-roof
RVs. Rapid Roof III is a thick liquid
coating that turns into EDPM rubber
when it cures. I used their mesh
fabric to reinforce it and basically
masked off the bottom of the tub
and painted it with several layers
of the product. It has formed a
rubber-type floor in the tub and,
so far, has prevented the crack
from growing. The product
has been renamed “Ultimate
Roof” (rvroofing.com/products.
html). It’s not cheap, but it is less
expensive and a lot less hassle
than replacing the tub or
shower.

ESCAPEES

A. While it’s probably safe to shower with the water, I’m not sure I’d want to
drink it. I’ve never heard about a new anode causing that kind of problem in
an RV water heater, but anything is possible.
Whenever I notice that my water in the RV smells or tastes funny, I sanitize
my fresh-water system. It’s not difficult or expensive, and it usually takes
care of any odor problems.
To sanitize the tank and the fresh-water system, follow your RV manufacturer’s instructions or do the following:
• Disconnect from city water.
• Drain the fresh-water tank.
• Shut off the water heater, drain it and flush it out. Replace the drain plug.
• Prepare a chlorine solution in a one-gallon jug by adding 1/4 cup of Clorox
or Purex household bleach (five-percent sodium hypochlorite solution) for
each 15 gallons of fresh-water tank capacity.  
• Top off the jug with water, then pour the solution into the fresh-water tank.
• Completely fill the tank with fresh water, then turn on the pump.
Open each hot- and cold-water faucet and let it run until all air
has been released from the pipes. It may take some
time for the water heater to refill. You should be able
to smell chlorine strongly at each faucet.
• Allow to stand for at least three hours; overnight
is better.
• Drain and flush the water-heater tank. Drain the
fresh-water tank and refill with water.
• Run water from all faucets until the water heater is
refilled and the residual chlorine is flushed out of
the system.
This procedure ensures the entire fresh-water system is
clean, as the bleach solution attacks any organic matter and
dissolves it. It’s a good idea to sanitize the system at the
start of each year’s camping season, or annually if you
are full-time RVing. If you sanitize the system and the
odor returns immediately, then it’s coming from
the water supply in the park, not the RV.

Cracked
Shower
Stall Floor
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EDUCATION

Keep Your RVing
Knowledge in Shape

GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN:
Hitch-up | Basic RV Systems | RV Driving | Tire and Weight Safety | Fire and Life Safety | Personal Safety

NEXT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES:
MARCH 9–11, 2018

Loyd Park/Joe Pool Lake
Grand Prairie, Texas

MAY 24–26, 2018
Escapade
Sedalia, Missouri

NOVEMBER 9–11, 2018
Rainbow's End
Livingston, Texas

For more information, call

888-757-2582

or to register for an event, visit

WWW.ESCAPEES.COM/BOOTCAMP

Different Viewpoints
RVers’ Opinions and Advice from the Road
Submissions that are sent by e-mail can be directed to DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.

Severe Weather Safety
At 3:30 a.m., the smoke/carbon monoxide alarm started
blaring. My wife and I awoke to the shrieking, synthesized
voice telling us (not to evacuate, as expected) to change
the batteries. Normally, I check and service the alarms, fire
extinguishers and our “emergency go-kits” in the spring
and fall, but health issues diverted my attention last year.
While the wake-up call was annoying, it was better than an
alternative disaster.

S
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ince my emergency kit for our tow vehicle contains food and medicines, I check the emergency
equipment and supplies twice a year. Traveling
eight and nine months out of the year, we take
preemptive action if trouble is brewing in the area;
however, we have been caught with short notice and had
to decide whether to shelter in the motorhome, or lock it
up and leave in the car.
When severe weather strikes, will you be ready to
go? How long will it take you to get on the road? Which
way should you evacuate? (You do not want to drive
downwind from a fire and get caught in the smoke.)
What if you have to leave the camper behind and take
your vehicle? Can you grab your medications, important
documents and other valuables and quickly transfer
them to your vehicle? You could be stuck in a traffic jam
for hours.
The answers to those questions change with each
new location you visit and with the daily changes in
weather, so do not stress over situations that may never
happen. However, be aware of the early warning signs.
While living in southwest Florida for 33 years, evacuating
became second nature. As a law enforcement officer

and park manager, I was responsible for the campers
safety, as well as my own family. Waiting for the notice to
evacuate to come down from the top was not an option.
My campers were glad to receive early notice alerting
them to potential problems.
Be prepared for an emergency evacuation. There
are numerous websites that recommend lists of what
to take, and they will gladly sell you the supplies to go
with their lists. I modified the recommendations of the
American Red Cross (www.RedCross.org, “Get Help”
section) for myself. Everyone will need to develop their
own lists that best suits their needs.
After you have emergency supplies ready, be vigilant.
Weather-watching daily is most important. Whether it
is a blizzard, tornado or hurricane, the weather stations
usually give the best advance notice of when and where
trouble is brewing. I use www.wunderground.com for
a long-range forecast and historical weather data to
compare with local TV and radio. The local and national
news is the next source for vital information, such as how
and when to evacuate.
Then, practice evacuating. It is not necessary to suddenly pack up and pull out. You can simply time yourself
when you are planning to leave camp anyway. Think
about ways to reduce the time it takes to load up. Check
your supplies regularly and imagine “what if” situations.
As a full-time RVer, I check weather and traffic regularly.
If we are traveling through a high-risk area, we keep the
portable weather radio on to alert us.
Finally, be proactive and be ready in case severe
weather strikes.
Bob Baker #105974

Different Viewpoints
More on Camping
in the Cold
I found the article, “Camping in
the Cold,” by Emily Fagan, to be
informative; however, I have a
question regarding the water
system. My wife, Judy, and I live in
Northeastern Nevada, where the
winter temperature can drop to zero
degrees. We always manage to keep
warm during winter camping with an
electric blanket or with small space
heaters like those suggested, but our
biggest concern is with the grey- and
black-water holding tanks freezing. To
be safe, we totally drain and winterize
the water system, which means we
are limited to bottled water and
cannot use the toilet. We would
welcome any suggestions on water
usage while winter camping.
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Gerald (Jerry) E Wagner #57569
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Gerald, since I have never camped
in sub-zero temperatures, I’ve
consulted with Mark Nemeth,
Escapees magazine technical
advisor, and he offered this
additional suggestion: “If the
RV’s holding tanks, plumbing and
fresh-water tank are all inside
compartments, and you can verify
that running the furnace supplies
heat to these areas, you will most
likely be able to use your plumbing
system in below-freezing temperatures. This isn’t a guarantee, as
RVs vary greatly in how well they
can tolerate sub-freezing temperatures. Adding one or more 40W
incandescent light bulbs in the tank
compartments will help increase
the heat. You can use inexpensive
automotive workshop drop lights. If
your holding tanks, waste plumbing
or fresh-water piping are exposed
to outside air underneath the RV,
then you should winterize your
plumbing and not use it. Even adding tank heaters to exposed tanks
won’t keep the system from freezing
when the temperature drops below
the 20-degree mark.”
Emily Fagan #99408
March/April 2018

BOONDOCKING
WITH ALLSTAYS APP

We read the article “Fearless Boondocking” in the January/
February issue, and we were disappointed at the negative
assessment of the Allstays app.
We’ve used the AllStays app since its beginning when it cost only $2.99 and
consider it our favorite app. We’ve used its filters to find many boondocking
locations, including our favorite BLM and forest service dispersed camping
sites. There are many other overnight parking locations offered in the app,
such as Walmart, casinos, travel centers and others.
Beyond location coordinates, helpful information is also provided for many
sites, such as best routes or if travel on a rough dirt road is required. Even
better are the map app buttons for turn-by-turn directions.
The ease of finding extra dump-and-fill places is another valuable boondocking tool AllStays provides. We couldn’t find a dump location once, and
the app’s founder, Adam Longfellow, spent time with us, sending messages
back and forth until we figured it out together.
We believe AllStays is the single best travel app available, primarily due
to Adam’s personal attention, and to RVers who participate and send suggestions for updates, extra locations and user reviews. We hope the author
takes another look at this great tool for finding boondocking locations.
Stu Howell and Alicia Knadler #47251

CRAFTY TRAVELER
My full-time RV travel began in 1999
with a 38-foot Winnebago Adventurer
motorhome. I had taken an early
retirement, sold the family home and
stored precious memories. Then, my
husband, Richard, and I moved from
a 30-foot Allegro into our full-time
traveling home.
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I’m both a collector, saver and crafter.
I knew I had to create onboard
storage for at least one of my hobbies
which included quilting, jewelry making, reading, scrapbooking, sudoku,
kumihimo or greeting card creations. I chose to keep my greeting card
supplies.
Space and weight were both considerations. The space I chose was a
closet originally designed to hold a washer and dryer. With my husband’s
support, we designed a series of pull-out, fully adjustable shelves, each
covered with non-slip material. These shelves were placed on “tracks” in such
a manner as to allow my rubber stamps, ink pads and assorted papers to
have barely the necessary height for each shelf’s contents. At the bottom,
there was also a taller section reserved for larger tools.
We’ve traveled many miles and for several years, and nothing has ever
spilled. My dining table or an outdoor picnic table provided a work surface. I
also carried a “4-in-1” scanner/printer and a computer.
My greeting cards are all originals, only one of a kind, and are welcomed
by family and friends across the nation.
Sue Wilson #62586

Different Viewpoints

An Appreciation for Escapees
When I began full-time RVing in 1993, the extent of my
RVing experience was a camping trip from Michigan to
the West Coast, in 1972. My wife and I used a utility van
I adapted for camping, and we had fun traveling with our
three-year-old daughter for a couple of months.

“A big thank you to Escapees.
Our RV experiences have been
some of my fondest memories.”
Then I bought a catalytic heater, installed it and
another new friend connected it to my gas supply. It was
then that I became a boondocker, ready to spend time
off the grid.
After this initiation, I continued learning a great deal
about RVing and camping from my new friends. I learned
where to park for free, where to dump tanks, find
water and much more. I spent 11 years full-time RVing.
I hosted a few gatherings and joined many. I visited
several Escapees parks and was welcomed with hugs. I
joined the Escapees Elks BoF group.
While I soon exchanged the LeSharro for a truck and
fifth-wheel trailer and, later still, for a class-A motorhome and towed car, I continued meeting and having
wonderful experiences with Boomers. Some became
longtime friends. I found that a chosen family can be as
meaningful as the family in which you find yourself by
happenstance.
My travel companion, Nan, and I gave up our last RV,
a van and tiny trailer, at the end of 2015. We now reside
in a retirement facility with new friends.
A big thank you to Escapees. Our RV experiences
have been some of my fondest memories.
Chuck Wright #28499
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My first true RV was an older, used Winnebago
LeSharro. I had no trouble transitioning to living in this
small vehicle, because I’d taken camping trips by canoe,
kayak and tent, carrying only a gallon of water in a bag
beneath my legs. The LeSharro could carry 21 gallons of
water and more—what a luxury! But, I had only that one
experience RVing. My circumstances were not opportune; I’d given up the house I’d spent a decade building
on Cape Cod, friends and quite a few recreational “toys.”
After reading about Escapees RV Club, I joined
while in Hondo, Texas and requested my membership
materials be sent to the Escapees park in Benson,
Arizona. While waiting for my membership kit, I was
approached by a young couple, Gary (since deceased)
and Kay Mundt #9939, They invited us to join them on
a day trip. Later, they suggested I meet an Escapees
RV Club special-interest group, the Boomers BoF, in
Laughlin, Nevada, for Thanksgiving. I thought, “What are
Boomers, and where is Laughlin?”
I spent time with friends in central Arizona, but I didn’t
forget the advice about the Boomers. I found Loughlin
and found out Boomers were a group of younger, mostly
full-time RVers, both couples and singles, who enjoyed
camping in remote locations. They shared potluck meals,
campfires, conversation and adventures.
Meeting them in the lobby of Harrah’s casino the day
before Thanksgiving, they welcomed me like a missing
relative. I had found my new family. After an enjoyable
few days, I left them for a time, knowing we’d meet
again. At our departure, they said I should join them at
Quartzsite, Arizona, in January, and that I should get a
solar system and catalytic heater for my LeSharro.
On the way to Quartzsite, I bought a small, used solar

panel and a simple regulator. On finding the Boomer
circle in Quartzsite, I was asked about my solar system. I
sheepishly admitted it was in the camper. A few minutes
later, an extension cord was run from another RV to my
camper and someone was on top installing the panel
with an electric drill, powered by solar energy. A short
time later, the charge in my coach battery was being
maintained by the sun.
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Opinions contained in “Different Viewpoints” are not necessarily those of the Escapees RV Club, its officers or the membership in general. Escapees
RV Club accepts no responsibility for what is expressed here by any person, group or company. Because of the large volume of material, we may
not acknowledge receipt. If accepted, submissions will be edited for magazine style and formatting.
SUBMISSIONS THAT ARE SENT BY E-MAIL CAN BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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ARE YOU A PART-TIME RVER? TELL US ABOUT YOUR LIFESTYLE
We want to know: Is it work or family that drives you? Do you and your partner have different viewpoints on time
spent in an RV? How do you decide on a destination? Is full-time RVing ahead or in rear-view mirror? Escapees
RV Club is a club for all RVers. Send us your story (approximately 200 words) along with photos. Your submission
may be included in a future issue of Escapees magazine. Submissions can be e-mailed to editor@escapees.com, or
mailed to Escapees magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351. Payment for submissions will be determined on individual merit.
Editor

HEALTHCARE
POWERED BY

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
allows for unprecedented flexibility
and creativity in addressing the
spiraling cost of healthcare for RVers.

Friesen-Strain Insurance
Servicing Agents
For more information and enrollment options,
visit: www.escapees.com/support/healthcare

www.escapees.com • 888-757-2582

Give YOURSELF
The
of

Gift

to rest
to recover
to recuperate

Crystal and her husband, Gary, met on a double date
and have been married 22 years.
“I love my job,” says Crystal. “Going to work is almost
like going to Grandma’s house for a family gathering.
At the end of every day, I’ve provided help in various
ways or simply given a hug to someone feeling sad. I’ve
also learned a lot about personalities. For example, the
current volunteers are all self-starters who work well
together and truly enjoy each other.”
A large part of that enjoyment stems from Crystal’s
cheerful personality and helpful nature. She’s a perfect
fit for her job and a blessing to all who reside, or walk
through the front doors, at Escapees CARE.
Article and photo by Anita Mandot Hickman #41291
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Crystal, front and center, with Escapees CARE volunteers. Back row, L to
R: Lee Moren, Frank LaCorte and Chuck Biggins. Front row, L to R: Lisa
Tyler, Crystal and Joanne Beecher.

Escapees CARE Annual Health Fair

Escapees CARE Needs Your Donation!

MARCH 26–30, 2018 • WWW.ESCAPEESCARE.ORG/HEALTHFAIR.PHP

Provide support through www.paypal.com/givingfund, www.iGive.
com, www.escapees.com/store/CARE or through a bequest to
CARE in your will. You can set up automatic donations, starting at
$10 per month, directly from your bank account or credit card, by
calling us at 936-327-4256, or mail to CARE, 155 Care Center Dr.,
Livingston, TX 77351 | www.escapeescare.org |

CARE’s major fundraiser, other than donations, is the annual health fair held at
the facility in Livingston, Texas. CARE Strong, the theme for this year’s event, will
focus on preventive medical education and screening. The Escapees CARE health
fair is the largest of its kind in East Texas, and it also includes auctions, food and
entertainment. Remember to add this event to your 2018 itinerary.
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A big smile welcoming folks to the CARE facility belongs
to Crystal Saulters, CARE volunteer coordinator. Most
often, you’ll find Crystal sitting at the desk facing the
main entrance.
Joining CARE in May of 2013, Crystal said she was
ready for a real job after spending months re-roofing
homes damaged in Hurricane Ike. When she heard
about the position at CARE, she quickly applied and,
as quickly, was hired. Her experience in the hospitality
industry and her can-do attitude sealed the deal.
What is her favorite part of the job? “All of it,” she
says. Crystal arranges activities for CARE residents.
Each month, she trains and manages a new group of
volunteers who work in teams to make life easier for
those same residents. The key job of volunteers is to
be “on call” when the CARE staff isn’t there, such as at
night, or on weekends and holidays. They also assist
with light maintenance, helping with honey-do lists and
driving residents to appointments. In return, volunteers
receive free full-hookup parking for their RV, free meals
in the CARE dining room and other CARE-related advantages. Many who volunteer return again and again. They
enjoy their work, the residents and other volunteers.
A native Texan, Crystal and her two siblings lived in
“too many places to recall” with their frequently-single
mom being a police officer and often working security
jobs for apartment complexes. Leaving school after ninth
grade, Crystal earned a GED and held down a variety
of jobs over the years. “I didn’t take the typical path of
growing up,” she says. Daughter Crystin arrived soon
after she turned 17, followed by sons Blake and Chase.
Now 27, Crystin has two children, ages five and two.

Continuing Assistance for Retired Escapees

•
•
•

PHOTO BY LORRAINE
EDWARDS #65249

A Perfect Fit

CARE

The difficult task of letting go

POSSESSIONS
By JOHN F. ROWAN #122092
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My wife, Yvette, and I decided to
sell our home and most of our
belongings in order to travel by
RV full time. As expected, we had
to begin the downsizing process.

W

e moved from a 1,700-squarefoot home to a 900-square-foot
condominium. Then, we moved
out of our condominium and into
our 100-square-foot Tiger Adventure vehicle.
Even though we thinned out our possessions
and necessities during the first move, we
found ourselves having to do it again before
living in our new RV.
One of the hardest tasks for me during
the entire process was letting go. I had to
let go and thin out possessions I no longer
needed or could no longer practically keep
because of our new simplified life. I dreaded
going through all of those “things,” and two
areas proved to be most difficult.

Practical Items

First, there were more practical items. I had
finally reached a time when I had collected
enough tools to make any necessary repairs,
as well as having raw materials on hand such
as wood. What to do with these items was
easy to figure out. Those decisions were
like the block diagrams you see for troubleshooting. “Can you still use this item, yes or
no?” If yes, go this way. If no, go that way. If
I couldn’t sell it, I either gave it away, threw
it away or, on those rare occasions, resorted
to storing it. However, this was not so easy
for the more personal items.

Personal Items

Personal or sentimental items, such as
photos and letters, were the hardest for me
to let go. The task of downsizing these items
was made more difficult because I have no
living brothers, sisters or parents. Those
items that belonged to my father and items
that belonged to my stepfather are stuck in
limbo because there are few relatives that
are living on their side of the family tree. The
decision to save item or throw them away
hinged on my ability to discover, seek out
and then locate distant family members.
Through the process, my method evolved
into what I think worked well.
For instance, eliminating some of my
father’s items was easy. A dry-cleaning
receipt from 1967—whoosh, right in the
trash! A postcard of the Poconos during a

time when gas was 15 cents a gallon—same
fate as the dry-cleaning slip. But, the pair
of sterling silver hair brushes? I actually
watched him use those. I tried selling them
without success. Throw them out? No way! I
mean really, who would toss something like
that in a dumpster? Did I mention the letter
“R” was monogrammed on them? What are
you supposed to do with a 12-place monogrammed sterling silverware set? I’ve never
seen so much monogramming.
Another “treasure” was an ivory cigarette
holder that was about as old as the hair
brushes, my mother’s Argus 35mm camera,
her fur coat—and on and on. My strategy
with these items was to decide whether I
wanted to give away, sell, store or throw
them out. Sometimes it was easier to think
of someone who might appreciate the item
and simply give it away. This form of “adoption” helped not only my guilt level, but it
also eliminated the task of researching worth
and value if I had to sell the item. Try selling
or giving away a fur coat. It’s not so easy.

“The family photos and some family
slides were handled in a way that I
think was my single largest success
during my archiving battle.”
Photos

Then there were the hundreds of photographs and slides. In fact, there were so
many that it would be easier to describe
their amount by weight.
Fortunately, I found a logical method in
dealing with photos. First, I converted all the
slides I wanted to save to digital files. I saved
the files directly to an online photo storage
account and thumb drive. Then, when each
slide was saved, the original went into the
trash. The family photos and some family
slides were handled in a way that I think
was my single largest success during my
archiving battle.
Having an Ancestry.com account was a
huge help. During the sorting process, if a
slide or photo included a family member, I
would scan it, save it and then upload the
image to the appropriate family member’s
profile in Ancestry.com. A photo or slide
with multiple family members can easily
be shared within the account by tagging
and sharing the photo with other family
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Guilt and Sadness

Sentimental photos and
items can make downsizing a challenge.
PHOTOS BY JOHN W. ROWAN

members’ profiles, thus cutting down on any
repetition during uploading. A description
could then be added to each of the photos
and, if there were multiple family members
in the photo, that description follows the
photo throughout the family tree, as long as
it has been tagged.
Once a photo was scanned and uploaded,
into the trash the original would go. The
bonus here is that other family members
can log into the account and share in the
experience. Other photos that were not
“Having an Ancestry.com
family-related, I simply either threw away or
account was a huge help.
scanned and uploaded into my Flickr (www.
During the sorting process,
flickr.com) account. As a backup, I added
if a slide or photo included a
family member, I would scan a family category in my Flickr account that
holds all the photos that I uploaded into the
it, save it and then upload
Ancestry account. There are also services
the image to the appropriavailable for those who would like a more
ate family member’s profile
“hands free” approach to organizing, such as
in Ancestry.com.”
Photobridge (photobridge.com). Photobridge
will take your photos, slides or videos
and convert them into digital files,
“Other photos that were not making them easier to organize.
The rest? Well, there are only
family-related, I simply either
so many photos of a Thanksgiving
threw away or scanned
and uploaded into my Flickr
centerpiece a person can keep.
(www.flickr.com) account.”
So, into the trash they go.
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Whether it was photos, an old camera or
a necklace, I had two major emotions that
would often arise. First, there was the guilt.
All these artifacts are now my responsibility,
and here I am deciding their fate.
One of the best examples of my guilt is
a photo of my mom, or should I say copies
thereof. While wading through one of the
many boxes from her closet, I found one set
of photos of her that was probably taken
during her high school senior year. There
were no less than eight copies of this photo,
in different sizes, stored in what looked like
the original wax paper sleeve from around
1940. And, even though I had scanned and
saved that image to her ever-growing profile
within my family tree, I couldn’t seem to
throw out any of the copies. She just kept
looking at me. One copy is sure to go on the
road with us, and the rest of the copies will
go safely and gently into storage.
The other emotion that I experienced
with regularity was sadness. Even though I
am a grown man, there were tragic times in
my past that most everyone experiences.
Sometimes, I would have to close the
drawer, box or closet, walk away and wait
to continue another day. After talking at
length with a friend, I turned away from the
sad memories and concentrated on happier
times during this process. After all, these
were only material things.
Currently, my sorting and sifting is nearly
complete. It has taken what seems a lifetime
to finish. But, in the end, I think I made some
good choices, and I did the best I could. And
the items I wanted to keep, for whatever
reason, could now be placed in a small,
affordable storage facility.
Even though this process was difficult, it
was rewarding in the sense that I was able to
remember the great memories of my youth.
I slowly acquired the ability to ignore the
unhappy times that once took the limelight.
As Yvette and I head out on the road,
we will now begin to replace those tangible
possessions with wonderful memories of our
RV experiences. And, best of all, there is no
storage limit in our memory banks.
JOHN F. ROWAN and his wife, Yvette, decided they
had worked enough and it was time to go full-time
RVing and see the world. Their interests are
photography, wildlife observation, hiking and biking
and cooking. You can visit the Rowans’ blog at
www.theturtleandthetiger.com and subscribe to
their YouTube channel.

Texas

South Dakota

Everyone needs a

Florida

Home base

With service in Texas, South Dakota or Florida, the top three states for
most RVers, Escapees Mail Service can help you establish domicile in
a place that meets your financial, medical and legal needs and receive
mail anywhere in the world.

Full-time RVers often face unique legal challenges based on their lifestyle. Regulations that are easily met if you
live at a fixed address can be major hurdles for someone who lives full-time in their RV. With over 35 years of
knowledge and experience, Escapees RV Club provides services to meet the unique needs of full-time RVers.

MAIL SERVICE
www.escapees.com/mailservice | 888-757-2582

Since 1985, Escapees mail-forwarding service has
been assisting full-time and part-time RVers with all
their mail forwarding needs. As a licensed commercial mail-receiving agent, Escapees provides the
largest, most economical service for RVers in the
nation. You will enjoy being greeted with friendly,
personal attention every time you call.

BIG-RIG
CA
in a National Park
By DIANA GRAHAM #126095

At 39 feet, our fifth-wheel is big. And, add a rack on
the back for my husband’s adventure bike, we’re
44 feet long. Generally, our RV setup would be too
big for national park campgrounds.

I

t is true that most national parks were
designed for smaller RVs and that being “big”
has imposed limitations, as well as interesting
back-in challenges. Yet, we’ve discovered that
being big doesn’t mean we must rule out national
park camping.
In our three years of RVing, we have camped in
11 national parks. We love the immediate access
to hiking and biking trails and the natural beauty
that sets our parks apart. We love the seclusion
with no hookups, even though this may seem to be
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at odds with our obvious penchant for the creature
comforts of a big rig. Our Senior Pass waives the
gate fees and gives us a 50 percent discount on
camping, sweetening the deal.
If you are interested in taking your big rig to a
national park campground, be prepared for the
extra work to secure a site. In our experience,
it’s well worth it. Here are a few tips you need to
know and the inside scoop for the 11 national park
campgrounds where we have camped.

AMPING
Belle Campground
has several large
sites nestled among the
Joshua Tree National Park
iconic boulders.
PHOTO BY DIANA GRAHAM #126095

“If you are interested in taking your
big rig to a national park campground, be
prepared for the extra work to secure a site.
In our experience, it’s well worth it.”
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Top left: Zion NP’s
incomparable scenery made
the extra work to secure a
campsite in South Campground worthwhile.
Right: When the Fruita
campground in Capitol
Reef NP is at capacity,
campground hosts direct
campers to this national
forest area immediately
outside the western
entrance to the park.
Bottom left: From the
Gros Ventre Campground,
the author and her husband,
Lon Hyers, had easy access
to miles of bicycle paths in
Grand Teton NP.

Prepare to Dry Camp

Be energy independent: More than likely, a
combination of solar panels and generators
will be necessary.
Have dry-camping necessities: Five-gallon
water containers, a Blue Boy (portable
waste-water container) and a spill-proof gas
container are our dry-camping basics. (And
a Melitta coffee cone!)
Determine if potable water and dump
stations are available: Usually national park
campgrounds have easy access to fresh
water and a dump station, but not always.
While camping at Belle Campground in
Joshua Tree National Park, we had to use a
local RV park for water and dump.

“Your best chance to land a
first come/first serve site in
a popular park is to arrive on
a Sunday, Monday or Tuesday
when the weekend campers
have cleared out.”
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Do Your Homework

Have a backup plan: Sometimes you won’t
know if a campground is going to work out
until you arrive. And cell phone service may
not be available to devise an on-the-spot
emergency backup plan.
Plan a “staging” area: If you are hoping
for a first-come/first-serve (FC/FS) site in an
extremely busy campground, it is different
from the backup plan above. As an example,
we learned through online resources that
it was difficult to obtain a site in Apgar
Campground in Glacier National Park. So,
we camped at the fairground in Kalispell,
Montana, and drove our truck there to
secure a campsite—twice. The camp host
told us to arrive by 7:00 a.m. to get a site, a
little early to be packing and hitching up.
Know the grocery and fuel situation:
Many national parks are in remote locations.
A round trip for groceries from Flamingo
Campground in Everglades National Park is
over 100 miles.

Arrive early in the week

Your best chance to land a FC/FS site in
a popular park is to arrive on a Sunday,
Monday or Tuesday when the weekend
campers have cleared out.

Big Bend, Texas
Rio Grande Campground (November 14–22)
We camped seven nights in site #5 and one night in a FC/
FS site. This lovely campground, set in a grove of cottonwoods, is right on the Rio Grande river. The large open
area, where generators are allowed, easily accommodates
big rigs. It also has stunning sunset views of the mountains
in Mexico. This is the only national park campground where
we made plans early enough to secure a reservation.

Bryce Canyon, Utah
North Campground (May 20–24)
Our camp host knew site #2 would accommodate our
rig and that it was available. We claimed the site, filled the
water tank and were off to see the other worldly hoodoos.

Cascade, Washington
Colonial Campground (September 11–17)
We arrived around 2:00 p.m. on a Sunday afternoon and,
luckily got assigned to site 157. We’re glad we did, as larger
RVs arriving later had a difficult time finding sites. Several
loops had already been shut down for the season. There
was no question this would be a heavy generator week
since campsites are nestled in an old-growth forest.

Death Valley, California
Sunset Campground (March 25–April 2)
This is a basic parking lot-style campground with several
rows dedicated to big rigs. It’s directly across the road
from Furnace Creek Resort, where campers can buy a $5
per day/per person pass to the beautiful spring-fed
swimming pool and bathhouse.

Everglades, Florida
Flamingo Campground (February/March)
We found Flamingo Campground simply charming. So much
so that after spending two weeks in February, we came
back for another two weeks in March. There are no size
limitations or concerns in the huge open area for big rigs.

Glacier, Montana
Apgar Campground (July 31–August 16)
We spent three days in site A60, and 13 days in B92. This
campground took top prize for our favorite in 2016, and
Glacier National Park the top place in our line-up of national
parks. But we had to work for it. Getting into the CG took
perseverance, and scoring the ideal site on the outside
of Loop B took some luck, as well as a second move after
three days on an inside site on Loop A. Apgar Campground
has everything you could hope for, minus electricity and cell
phone service. It is immediately adjacent to Lake McDonald
and swimming beaches. There are miles of beautiful bike
trails leading to West Glacier, the village of Apgar and the
visitor center. The campground is right off the incomparable Going-To-The-Sun Road.

Grand Tetons, Wyoming
Gros Ventre Campground (July 23–26)
This is a big, busy campground that seldom fills up; however, since we have a big rig, we arrived early in the day
to reserve site A60. It was a smart strategy for a FC/FS
campground. Camp sites are assigned by staff, so effort is
made to hold larger sites for big units. Half joking, I asked
the gentleman behind the counter if there was a site with
some privacy. After he stopped laughing, he said, “You know
what? I do.” We ended up on the outside of an outside loop
in a site that backs up to the Gros Ventre River.

Joshua Tree, California
Belle Campground (February 22–March 6)
There is free camping immediately outside of the southern
entrance to Joshua Tree National Park, but we wanted
to be in the park camping among Joshua Tree’s iconic
boulders. We used Twenty-nine Palms as a staging area
while we scouted out the few big sites in the park. We had
wall-to-wall sunshine, so the generator wasn’t necessary.

Olympic, Washington
Mora Campground (October 5–9)
For our big fifth-wheel, this was the trickiest campground,
and we were doubtful we could make it work. This section
of Olympic National Park receives an average of 12 feet of
rain a year, and there are big trees everywhere. When your
RV is 13 feet tall and 44 feet long, big trees are not your
friend. This is the only park we found it necessary to unload
bicycles for scouting out the campground first. Even then,
my husband’s excellent back-up skills are the only reason
we parked on site 84 and didn’t have to resort to an area
RV park. But, of course, the rain forest, with its big trees,
are exactly why we wanted to be in the national park.
And, beautiful Rialto Beach, our first glimpse of the Pacific
Ocean, was a short walk away.

Sequoia, California
Potwisha Campground (March 15–23)
March is early in the season to visit Sequoia National Park,
but in Potwisha Campground, the wildflowers and redbuds
were at their peak, and we had our choice of several sites.
We were able to hike snow-covered trails among the giant
Sequoias without another person in sight.

Zion, Utah
South Campground (April 13–26)
Last, but not least, we were able to park in the beautiful,
busy and crowded South Campground in Zion. Here we
had to employ a staging area, a backup plan and receive a
little inside help from a friend.
There are plenty of big-rig-friendly sites, but the trick
is getting one. New arrivals start lining up at the campground entrance at 6:00 a.m. for FC/FS sites. To prevent
mayhem, the campground hosts keep detailed records of
which sites will become available and make assignments
based on the unit size—an excellent system. We took
advantage of having friends in the campground to visit
first and compile a list of sites that would work for us. That
extra legwork paid off when we learned Site 57, our perfect
site, was available.

National Parks and Your Big Rig

Here are the big-rig camping
details for 11 national parks where
we have camped.
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Boondocking at The Pads near Death
Valley National Park, California.
PHOTO BY RENE AGREDANO #103274

RV Sate ite

INTERNET
By JIM NELSON AND RENE AGREDANO #103274
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“If you must have Internet access
to earn a living, but still want to go
way off the grid, mobile RV satellite
Internet is the only guaranteed
way to do it.”
The ranger looked at us funny
and said, “If you die out there, you
might not be found for weeks.
That’s remote country. Nobody
goes there.” The ominous warning
got our attention, but it wasn’t
enough to keep us from exploring
one of America’s newest national
monuments, Basin and Range.

T
IS IT
RIGHT
FOR
YOU?

his desolate, unpopulated area near
Hiko, Nevada, is our kind of place.
Stocked with ample fuel, food and
water, we left the pavement and
headed deep into the ancient 750,000-acre
desert hinterlands. For seven peaceful days
we didn’t encounter another soul, or even
see a single cellular tower. But each day
our rooftop-mounted mobile RV satellite
Internet system kept us connected to the
outer world, enabling us to work online and
earn the income that pays for our crazy
adventures like this one.
If you must have Internet access to earn
a living, but still want to go way off the grid,
mobile RV satellite Internet is the only sure
way to do it. Otherwise, your travels are
limited to areas with wireless broadband
network coverage. Of course, there’s a
trade-off for the convenience of anywhere
broadband, and that is the hardware and
data cost, as well as the technology knowhow required to own a system like the
RVDataSat 840 that sits on our roof. But,
if you’re like us and you need this kind of
connectivity, here’s what you need to know
about it.

“But it’s so expensive!”

This is often one of the first comments we
hear from people who ask about our dish,
and there’s no denying it’s a significant
investment. “Price is our biggest challenge,”
says Bud Burton, founder of the MobilSat
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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RVDataSat 840 at a Glance:

“Our investment in satellite Internet
service was steep, but through the
years it’s paid for itself. Today, we love
this equipment more than anything
else we’ve acquired for our full-time
RVing lifestyle…”
company that created the system. The
hardware costs less than half the cost of
comparable commercial systems, but it’s
a hard number to swallow for the general
public that’s used to paying $80 for a mobile
hotspot and a $100 monthly service plan.
These folks can’t seem to get past the sticker
price, but Burton’s fine with that.
“We accept it because we’re not for everybody,” Burton says. This system is overkill
for the average Internet user. People who
only connect to send e-mail and video chat
are not the right fit for owning this system.
However, for RVers whose financial survival
depends on guaranteed Internet access, the
value of MobilSat’s system exceeds the cost.
In 2007, we purchased our first
HughesNet system from MotoSat, the
Utah-based company, which closed its
doors for good in early 2013. Then, in 2015,
we upgraded to the new RVDataSat 840
launched by Mobil Satellite Technologies
(MobilSat) at that time. As owners of the first
RVDataSat 840 to roll off the assembly line,
it’s more than lived up to our expectations
as User #1.
The RVDataSat is the only fully automatic,
rooftop-mounted satellite Internet antenna
designed for consumers. Major components
are made and supported in the United
States, from its manufacturing plant in
Utah to the Virginia-based tech support
representatives.
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• .85-meter antenna for
optimal performance
• One-touch automatic satellite controller
• Uses the iDirect Evolution X5
satellite modem
• Includes wireless router, control cable
and RF cabling
• Separate VOIP Plan enables
unlimited local and domestic
USA long-distance calling space
Burton is a working-age RVer. This
long-time satellite Internet industry expert
designed his consumer-oriented system,
together with MotoSat veteran, Ed Travis,
who founded RF Mogul, in Salt Lake City,
where the RVDataSat is manufactured.
Filling a void left when MotoSat went out of
business, Burton created the RVDataSat for
a small niche of mobile Internet RVers who
have connectivity requirements like his own.
“I travel and I have a motorhome. As a
business owner, I need to be connected
100 percent of the time,” he said from his
Chesapeake Bay, Virginia, office. Since
launching the RVDataSat 840 in 2015, it
remains the only push-button mobile satellite
Internet system that doesn’t require users to
deploy a tripod-mounted dish and manually
move it to acquire a satellite signal lock.

How Does It Work?

The RVDataSat does not rely on terrestrial
cellular broadband networks. The system
connects you to the Internet via one
of various communications satellites in
geostationary orbit thousands of miles
above the earth. If you have a clear view of
the southern sky, you can have an online
connection within minutes, no matter
where you are. Once the RVDataSat 840
is installed and configured, the user simply
presses the “Search” button on the front of
the controller, or from the web browser on
any device. The mount will raise the dish and
search for your assigned satellite. “Locking
on” normally takes less than a few minutes. If
your RV is not level, this time may be longer,
but the system has a “Search Cache” feature
that will move the dish to immediately point
at your satellite the next time you search, if
you have not moved to a different location.
When it is time to move on, hit the “Stow”
button and go.
People always ask us if we can access
television through our dish. If we wanted to,
we could. MobilSat has RV Entertainment
service plans for RVers who regularly use

Netflix. These plans allow users to watch
Netflix programming without any buffering
or additional data charges caused by streaming, which can quickly run up the monthly
cellular bill. With the RV Entertainment
option, Netflix programs are downloaded
during a night-time “free zone” and can be
watched later without interruption.
Telephone service is another additional
feature offered to users. There’s an optional
satellite voice over IP (VoIP) service that
uses your Internet connection to complete
your calls. Use any analog telephone or
compatible VoIP app on your smart phone,
and you can have phone service anywhere
without spotty coverage or dead zones.
We’ve used this service and found there’s
nothing like being able to camp in the most
remote locations while having conference
calls with clients.

Mobile Satellite Internet Speeds

Despite what you may have heard in the
past, mobile satellite Internet speeds are
excellent, with little latency. The speeds still
aren’t as fast as a terrestrial connection, but
depending on which type of monthly iDirect
data plan you purchase under a one-year
contract, the RVDataSat 840 delivers
maximum speeds of up to 4 Mbps download
and 1 Mbps upload.
Check out the speed test comparison we
did one night, in a crowded RV park, when
our system was performing better than our
redundant connectivity method, a Verizon
MiFi wireless hotspot. (See image top right.)
Even when we’re within cellular broadband range, we sometimes deploy the dish
for faster speeds. For instance, when we
land in crowded places with overwhelmed
cell towers, as often happens in popular RV
spots, like Quartzsite. Ironically, we’ve even
used the dish in crowded urban areas with
coverage gaps or overloaded cellular networks. It also held its own one summer when
monsoon rains wiped out cellular Internet
service all around us. We could stay online
doing business as usual while our neighbors
were completely cut off from the world for
almost one week.
In the past, MobilSat tried to compete
with cellular, but not anymore. “We’re
not out here preaching ‘Don’t get a
cellular or don’t use your phone as a
hotspot,’” Burton explains. Instead,
MobilSat embraces cellular by
introducing satellite customers
to complimentary networking

accessories that simplify the connectivity
process. For example, Burton says his coach
has router systems in place that automatically prioritize data sources as he rolls on
down the highway. When cellular is fast and
available, he uses it. If it fades and degrades
when he stops moving, the dish comes up
and the router automatically switches over.
He never has to think about which device is
in use, which eliminates one of the biggest
hassles of mobile connectivity.

Speed Test
Comparison
MobilSat vs. Verizon MiFi

Mobile RV Satellite Internet Drawbacks

Beyond the initial cost, potential buyers
should take into consideration the technical
factors associated with ownership. For
example, you’re not going to find many technicians familiar with the system if repairs are
required. And, if you use it for its intended
purpose in extremely remote areas, there
will likely be no help nearby anyway. The
system includes various networking components, cables and moving parts. Unlike with
a simple phone or hotspot, you can’t walk
into the nearest Verizon store for assistance.
If you’re not somewhat technically inclined
with sufficient troubleshooting skills, you
may become frustrated should connectivity
issues occur. The hardware, however, is
surprisingly simple, and MobilSat offers
telephone support every day of the week.
Our investment in satellite Internet
service was steep, but through the years it’s
paid for itself. Today, we love this equipment
more than anything else we’ve acquired
for our full-timing lifestyle over the past 10
years on the road. The RVDataSat 840 has
repeatedly justified its cost as we camp in
the most stunning, remote settings. It has
allowed us to work and play in places where
cell coverage is nonexistent for a hundred
miles in every direction.
If you would like more information, visit
www.rvdatasat.com.
JIM NELSON, RENE AGREDANO and their
dog, Wyatt, are enjoying their 11th year as
full-time RVers and location-independent
entrepreneurs. Their adventures are
chronicled at LiveWorkDream.com.
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By BILL MCGRATH #102931

A One-pot Wonder for the RV Kitchen
The RV lifestyle has many benefits that enhance our lives. We can travel
to those distant places we longed for in our youth. We can see endless
scenic wonders our country has to offer, often tucked away in remote
corners. We can make new friends and share with them our life on the
road. But, there are trade-offs, too.

O

ne of the most acutely felt compromises is living space. We have fewer closets,
fewer garages and fewer nooks and crannies in which to store our possessions.
Nowhere is this more apparent than in the RV kitchen. We manage with small, even
tiny, refrigerators. Storage space is at a premium, both for food and for labor-saving
appliances. And oh, those anemic, teeny-weeny, three-burner stoves! It’s enough to give an
avid cook a case of brick-and-mortar envy.
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I’m the cook in our family, and I’ll be the
first to admit that I’m a gadget guy. I’ve
been at it since my college days when it
was an economic necessity. Along the way,
I’ve acquired nearly all the paraphernalia
that you see on the cooking shows on TV.
Everything from the German knife set to the
industrial-strength food processor and stand
mixer. I’m at the point where the “essential
tools” section of a new cookbook doesn’t
list anything I don’t already own. However,
sometimes a new gadget comes along that
mitigates our space-deprived suffering and
opens the door to new culinary adventures.

The Problem

Suppose you need to sauté veggies, brown
and braise stew meat until it’s like butter and
keep it all warm until the guests arrive, or
until you take it to the potluck dinner. That
would normally require a skillet, a pressure
cooker and a Dutch oven or Crock-Pot. Not
to mention, you’ll have to wash all those
items in that tiny sink! Luckily, modern
technology has come to the rescue, courtesy
of our Canadian friends to the north, the
folks who first integrated many cooking
techniques into one counter-top appliance.

The Solution

The solution is the Instant Pot™ (www.
instantpot.com), a tool that takes up about
the same amount of counter space as a
Crock-Pot™, but does so much more. It takes
the drudgery out of cooking multi-step
recipes while saving energy and making
cleanup a snap. And it’s perfect for the RV
kitchen that is short on counter space.
Available in sizes ranging from a compact
three-quart version up to a cavernous
eight-quart behemoth, there’s one for every
RVer’s need. Besides the Instant Pot brand,
multi-cookers, as they’re generically known,
are made by other companies, such as
Breville and Fagor, and span quite a range
of price. Basic models start around $50 US
and go up to several hundred. They all share
a basic set of features that make them the
go-to cooking vessel in your kitchen, while
higher-end units have more modes that allow
one-touch cooking cycles.
I bought an Instant Pot Ultra with a sixquart capacity. The gadget guy in me had to
have the model with the most options, but
I only use a few of the features. I can sauté
veggies or brown meat using one operating
mode. I can pressure-cook meat, potatoes or
squash in another mode, or I can slow-cook
or warm other foods. On my unit, there is

Top: Hard-boiled eggs in
seven minutes.
Left: Counter-top marvel.
PHOTOS BY BILL MCGRATH #102931.

a setting for pressure cooking, steaming,
making soups, stews, beans, chili, rice, eggs,
porridge, cake and even a programmed
mode for making yogurt. However, most of
these choices boil down to presets, using one
of several distinct operations: sauté, pressure
cook, slow cook and maintain temperature.
This many presets might seem like
over-kill, but the preset modes do have
one advantage. You can program your own
settings into each mode so that you won’t
have to configure the pot the next time you
make a given food. For example, you can
have the “egg” mode set to pressure cook
eggs for seven minutes at high pressure. You
can then set the eggs on the steamer basket,
toss in a cup or two of water, select “egg,”
and press “start.”
When it beeps, at the end of the cycle,
release the pressure and move the cooked
eggs into cold water to stop the cooking.
(The best part is that these are the easiest
peeling eggs you’ll ever cook.) The next time
you want to hard-boil eggs, simply select
“egg” mode and press the “start” button.
You can preset all the other modes so that
you get repeatable results when needed.
Let’s configure the pot for another dish using
the “ultra” or “maintain temperature” mode.
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Dinner In An
Instant
75 Modern Recipes For Your
Pressure Cooker, Multicooker,
And Instant Pot®
By Melissa Clark

Suppose you’d like to cook a medium-rare
steak, meaning the steak needs to reach
an internal temperature of 130ºF (54ºC).
Simply put the steak into a zip-lock bag,
remove all the air from the bag, and insert it
into the Instant Pot filled with water heated
to the desired temperature. It will cook to
the degree of doneness you want, and it
won’t ever overcook, no matter how long it
sits there.
You can then remove the steak, pat it
dry, flash it on a hot grill for a crispy sear
and voila—a perfectly cooked piece of meat
every time. The meat will be medium-rare
from edge to edge, without that overcooked
band typically produced by cooking it only
on the grill.
The Instant Pot lets you do this easily, and
you can cook several steaks at the same
time, tossing them onto the grill a minute
before you’re ready to serve. This technique,
known as sous vide, has become a popular
way to get consistently cooked food and has
been in wide usage in fancy restaurants for
some time.

“We RVers must make the best of our
small living and cooking spaces. A
multi-cooker is a dream come true
for both the avid cook and one who
is looking to streamline and simplify
the daily chore of preparing dinner.”
Suppose you wanted to make a rich beef
stew without cooking it for hours. Enter
the Instant Pot again. Brown the carrots
and onions using the sauté mode, and set
them aside. Then sear the beef cubes, again
using the sauté mode. When the beef has
browned, add back the veggies, pour in a
couple of quarts of beef stock, toss in the
cubed potatoes and a bay leaf or two, put
on the lid, and set it to pressure cook for
40 minutes. Less than an hour later, you
have a succulent stew with a rich flavor
and meat that melts in your mouth. And
the best part: only one pot to clean. (You
can find one of my favorite recipes for the
Instant Pot at www.seriouseats.com, and
then search for “pressure cooker American
beef stew.”
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If you need to delay the start of cooking,
you can program the delay time into the
mode you’re using. Be careful with this as
some foods, such as raw meat, shouldn’t sit
around at room temperature for hours. You
can also program the pot to keep things
warm after the cooking cycle is complete.
It’s a great defroster of frozen items as well.
I have not tried the cake mode, but I bought
a seven-inch springform pan to make a small
cheesecake. It will also do a quick job of
baking custards like crème brûlée.
Foods that cook quickly should probably
not be prepared in a multi-cooker. The broccoli I cooked turned to mush after only one
minute of pressure-cooking time. However,
rice came out perfectly the first time. I keep
a spreadsheet of cooking times for various
recipes I’ve tried so that I can eliminate
guesswork on subsequent attempts. There
have been few, if any, complete disasters.

Cookbooks

There are numerous cookbooks devoted to
multi-cookers, making the learning curve
much flatter. Amazon has many available for
purchase. The books fall into two general
categories: those that are devoted to quick
and easy recipes, and those that focus
on dishes that can be made better rather
than quicker. As a retiree, I have time on
my hands, so I am more inclined toward
the latter. One of my favorite Instant Pot
cookbooks is by Melissa Clark, a food writer
for the New York Times, titled, Dinner in an
Instant, although most of her recipes aren’t
primarily quick and easy.
We RVers must make the best of our small
living and cooking spaces. A multi-cooker is
a dream come true for both the avid cook
and one who is looking to streamline and
simplify the daily chore of preparing dinner.
The results I’ve gotten so far have been
stellar, and the time saved has allowed me
to pursue my other gadget-intensive hobbies
such as photography. Bon Appétit!

BILL MCGRATH and his partner, Anna
Johnston, have been full-time RVers since
2009, volunteering with animal rescue
organizations as they travel. They are
members of Park Sierra SKP Co-Op
and are on the waiting list at Evergreen
COHO Escapees park. Bill considers himself
an avid cook and gadget freak, and he writes about and
tests equipment for AmazingRibs.com, a barbecue- and
food-oriented website.

Doug and Jane Kirkby SKP #814 CM# 28 Serving Our Escapees Family since 1979
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Question: I’ve been hearing a lot
about essential oils. I would like to
try a few but don’t know where to
start. Do you have any advice?
Curious

Enhance the Essence of RVing with

Essential Oils
By diane berry #102219

Dear Curious,

It is common knowledge that essential oils
promote relaxation, and the pleasant scent
can improve your everyday enjoyment of
life. Another advantage is that essential oils
can be as effective as commercial cleaning
and household products, but much gentler
and less toxic to you and the environment.
Conveniently for RVers, these oils are
packaged in small bottles that are easy to
carry with you.
When purchasing essential oils, it is
important to select a reputable company.
There are many different types and brands
of oils on the market, so you’ll want to make
sure you are buying a high-quality product
at a reasonable cost.
Some essential oil manufacturers
operate in a multilevel marketing manner.
Although these companies generally provide
high-quality, therapeutic-grade oils, there
are many layers of sellers to pay, so the cost
is typically more expensive.
The two companies I prefer that provide
high-quality, therapeutic-grade oils without
the higher, multilevel pricing are Plant
Therapy and Rocky Mountain Oils. You can
purchase products from both companies
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on Amazon. No matter which brand you
choose, make sure you are buying a pure,
therapeutic-grade oil, especially if you
intend to consume the oils internally. Before
ingesting essential oils, it’s important to talk
to your physician to be certain it will not
have any harmful effects.
Most often, manufacturers will certify that
a product is “100 percent pure oil.” As an
example, if you are purchasing lemon oil,
it could be 25 percent pure lemon oil,
while the other 75 percent is pure carrier oils, such as olive or almond. They
can also include unidentified solvents,
which could trigger an immune
response. Make sure the product
you’re buying contains 100 percent
of the oil you wish to purchase.
Starting out, it can be confusing to
know which oils to use and for what
purpose. There are five essential oils
that are the basis of any collection.
It is wise to learn how to use them
and expand from there to other oil
combinations. I suggest you begin
with these five basic oils and
experiment with their uses:

Mental Alertness: Peppermint

“There are
many ways to
combine these basic
oils to make useful
personal care
and household
products…”

Peppermint essential oil provides a cooling
sensation, and it has a calming effect on
the body. This pleasant-smelling oil can
be helpful in maintaining mental alertness
such as after a long day of driving. If you
are using therapeutic-grade oil, it can be
taken internally and combined with other
complimentary oils, such as spearmint, wild
orange and wintergreen. In addition, using
peppermint oil in and around your RV can
repel mosquitos, spiders and other pests.

Calming and Relaxation: Lavender

Lavender has long been used to enhance
relaxation. You may remember grandma putting a drop of lavender on pillows to improve
sleep. It is still excellent for relaxation, and it
can help you wind down after a stressful day
on the road. In addition, it can be combined
with a carrier oil and rubbed on bruises,
cuts, burns or rashes. Many people use this
oil to soften dogs’ paws.

Health Purposes: Eucalyptus

Eucalyptus oil is well-known for its health
benefits. This is an effective oil to use for
colds or chest congestion. It can be combined with a carrier oil and rubbed on the
chest, similar to Vicks VapoRub. It can also
help to soothe tired and sore muscles from
sitting in an RV for extended periods of time.

Preventing Infections/Fleas: Tea Tree

Tea tree oil, with its powerful antiseptic
properties, has commonly been used to
treat wounds. It has antifungal properties
as well and is generally applied to the skin
for infections such as acne, fungal infections
of the nail and Athlete’s Foot. It can also be
used for blemishes, cuts and scrapes and as
a natural deodorant.
Tea tree oil can also be beneficial for your
hair and scalp. It soothes dry flaking skin,
removes dandruff and can even be used for
the treatment of lice. To make tea tree oil
shampoo, mix several drops of tea tree oil
with aloe vera gel, coconut milk and other
essential oils such as lavender oil.

Revitalize: Lemon

Lemon essential oil is typically cold-pressed
from lemon rinds. It has a strong, purifying
citrus scent that is revitalizing and uplifting.
As with peppermint oil, simply taking a sniff
or putting a drop under your nose when
feeling tired can help you feel more alert.
A high-quality lemon oil can be taken
internally. It can also be used to enhance
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Diffuse on the Go
The ZAQ Tour Essential Oil
Litemist Aromatherapy
Travel Car Diffuser fits in
your vehicle’s cup holder.
The ultrasonic technology
transforms the interior of
your car, kitchen or living
room into a tranquil space.
Its unique design prevents
tipping while your vehicle
is in motion, and the car
adapter, included in the box,
ensures you can always use
it on the go.
$29.99
Available at www.walmart.com
and www.amazon.com

the flavor of foods and water and may be
beneficial for the skin. It can also be used
in a diffuser, along with peppermint and
lavender oils, to relieve allergy symptoms. In
addition, combining lemon oil and water in
an easy-to-use spray bottle can keep spiders
and other pests out of the RV. A combination
of lemon and eucalyptus oils can repel
mosquitoes and deer ticks while walking or
camping in the woods.
To use as an air freshener, or for odor
control in the confined space of an RV, add
pleasant-smelling oils to a diffuser.
There are many ways to combine these
basic oils to make useful personal care and
household products at a cost far lower than
chemical-based products on the market. The
following are a few recipes for combining oils
that create products to care for you and for
your RV:

“You’ll find that essential
oils are safe, effective,
easy-to-store and are
more effective than
commercial products.”

Essential Oil Recipes
Sunburn: For minor sunburn relief, add a
few drops of peppermint oil to a spray bottle
filled with water and spray the affected area.
Mouthwash: One drop of peppermint
oil and one drop of lemon oil added to a
small glass of water can be used as a daily
mouthwash. To make a larger quantity, add
20 to 25 drops of each oil to a 32-ounce jar
of water.
Revitalize: To revitalize your mind after
long hours behind the wheel, rub your hands
with one drop each of peppermint, lemon
and eucalyptus oils. Rubbing this combination on the temples will clear your head.
Purify the Air: To purify the air and
remove germs and viruses that can contaminate your RV, mix equal parts of vodka and
water in a spray bottle, then add 20 drops
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of tea tree, lavender and eucalyptus oils.
This is especially helpful if one of your travel
companions is sick.
To freshen the air, add a few drops of
lemon oil to a spray bottle of water. Add tea
tree, eucalyptus, lavender and peppermint
oils to achieve the scent you prefer.
Allergies: For allergy relief, place one
drop of peppermint oil and one drop of
lemon oil in your hands, rub them together
and inhale. This can also clear sinuses and
relieve a headache. You can also use lemon
oil, peppermint and lavender in a diffuser for
this purpose.
Clean and Disinfect: To clean your
toilet, shower and countertops, fill a spray
bottle with water and add a few drops of tea
tree oil. This mixture can replace a commercial cleaner; however, it may take a few extra
scrubs to achieve the same result. If you
prefer, lemon oil, eucalyptus and/or lavender
can be added.
For general cleaning, fill a spray bottle
with water and add a few drops of peppermint oil, lemon oil and eucalyptus oil.
Leather Cleaner: Mix 1/4 cup vinegar,
1/4 cup olive oil and 10 drops lemon (or
orange) essential oil. Try a test area, then let
dry for 20 minutes. Check for discoloration
before continuing.
Furniture Polish: Adding a few drops
of olive and lemon oils to a spray bottle
of water can be used to clean, shine and
protect wood. These oils blend together well
and will not damage real wood.
Most oils can serve multiple purposes,
so you can start with one or two oils and
modify the recipe as you prefer. For example, mixtures used for general cleaning of
your RV can contain lemon, peppermint or
eucalyptus oil, or a combination thereof. If
you prefer one scent of oil over another, use
only the scents you find most appealing.
However, when you are looking to disinfect a
surface, you will need to use tea tree oil.
Begin by experimenting and incorporating
a few oils into your RV life. Once you are
comfortable, add more oils and experiment
with various recipes until you find your favorite combinations. You’ll find these oils safe,
effective, easy to store and can be more
effective than commercial products. And,
best of all, they can smell lovely, too.
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Even though the ground is constantly moving under your home,
you can still grow a garden while you’re on the go. Here are tips to
keep your driving hand attached to that green thumb of yours.
Think Small

When you traded your sticks-and-bricks home for one that explores the range, you
probably felt the downsize squeeze. But having less room doesn’t mean you must give
up gardening. Carve out a small section of precious real estate on your kitchen counter
for a three-pot herb garden. Here are a few excellent, easy herb choices: basil, cilantro,
parsley, rosemary, oregano, sage and thyme.
Check with your local nursery regarding watering needs, and remember, these plants
love to sunbathe. Be sure to move them into a sunny spot so they can get between four
to six hours of sunning time per day.
Harvest Hosts
members Deas and
Jennifer Nealy parked
at White Springs
Winery south of
Geneva, New York.
The apple trees were
in full bloom.
PHOTO COURTESY OF
DEAS AND JENNIFER NEALY

Indoor Garden Appliance

Hydroponics is a terrific solution for those people on the go who are looking to add a
few homegrown options to their dinner plate. And, gardening certainly meets the 21st
Century in these countertop terrariums.
AeroGarden® (www.aerogarden.com) by Miracle Grow® has a variety of tabletop
hydro-growers, including the AeroGarden Smart Countertop Garden. According to
their website, this growing system is “completely soil-free, and it harnesses the power
of more than 100 high-performance LED lights to provide optimal growing conditions
year-round, right on your countertop.” Add one of their many seedpod options to grow
lettuce, tomatoes or even peppers with this little beauty, year-round.

Keep your green thumb while

Gardening
on the Go
By KIMBERLY TRAVAGLINO #123940
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Vertical Planter

Container Garden

7 pocket Waterproof
Indoor Vertical Planter

If you’re seeking a more bountiful harvest,
consider a container garden. Options
abound online, with RV gardeners using common storage bins or inexpensive five-gallon
buckets. Check out www.pinterest.com for
countless ideas.
To keep container weights to a minimum,
consider replacing the traditional rock
substrate layer with Styrofoam chunks. This
will minimize the amount of soil needed for
your mobile garden. When it’s time to saddle
up and head out, you can transport your
container garden in your RV’s shower, tub or
sinks. Remember to move the garden back
out into the fresh air as soon as possible.
If you travel less frequently (once a month
or less), consider an elaborate container
garden. Visit www.fulltimefamilies.com and
search “RV gardening on the go.”

AeroGarden
by Miracle Grow

What do you get when you cross a hanging magazine holder with a couple of seed
packets? A garden that can grow on your
limited wall space.
Amazon can provide you with a host
of online options for gardens that defy
gravity, including the 7-pocket Waterproof
Indoor Vertical Planter.
These planters help you bring all the
benefits of homegrown produce right
into your home, including fresher air and
money savings. However, if you’re not
keen to turn your wall green, no worries.
Outside options also exist, such as the
Watex WX002 Metal Mobile Green Wall
Double-Frame Vertical Garden with
Irrigation System. This is an all-in-one
garden on wheels, allowing you to bring
it to the sun no matter how often your
exposure changes with your locale. If you
have an RV with a patio option, this might
be a perfect fit for you. The wheels allow it
to be moved in and out, without carrying
it up and down the stairs.

The RVing Farmer

If mobile gardening is not satisfying your
need to grow, consider calling a farm your
home for a season and work in exchange for
free or reduced site fees. Through a membership to the online resource WwoofUSA.
org, RVers (or anyone, really) can connect
with organic farms across the country.

Insider Tip
If the Wwoofing website (WwoofUSA.org) does not have what you’re looking for, consider reaching host farms
by the Harvest Hosts Membership (harvesthosts.com). Harvest Hosts connects RVers with farms and wineries
around the country, to provide free overnight accommodations. Sending e-mails or visiting a few Harvest Hosts
locations with your RV may be a great way to find a short-time gardening gig to quench your need for seed.

Watex WX002 Metal
Mobile Green Wall

A typical Wwoofing position offers
approximately 20 hours of work, and one
should expect increased working hours
during the harvest.
The fact that you’re always going, doesn’t
mean you have to give up your love of
growing. From big to small, there are countless ways to incorporate a garden into your
RV lifestyle.
I hope this article makes you so happy,
you wet your plants!
KIMBERLY TRAVAGLINO is the author of the
book How to Hit the Road, a comprehensive
step-by-step guide for making your family’s
full-time RV dreams a reality. She’s also
one-half of a dynamic podcasting duo,
called The Roadschool Moms, and co-founder
of Fulltime Families (fulltimefamilies.com), an
organization that supports risk takers, pioneers and
intentional families who are blazing their path across
the country.
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Upscale your RV furnishings

Living La Vida

LUXE
By EVANNE SCHMARDER #65409

Whether you travel in a mega class-A RV or motor along in a more
modest road abode, there’s a particular sameness when it comes to
RV interior decorating. In my less-than-upbeat moments, I see the
furniture as cookie-cutter filler, designed for the mass market.

O

n my better days, however, I look
at it like a Frank Lloyd Wright
design. The infamous architect was
known to design every aspect of
his buildings, including built-in furnishings
and storage. In 1894, he shared this opinion:
“The most truly satisfactory apartments are
those in which most or all of the furniture
is built in as part of the original scheme
considering the whole as an integral unit.”
I suppose the truth lies somewhere in
between. Our modern-day house cars are
efficiently furnished for the space available,
even if it is not always the upholstery,
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window treatments or easy chair we would
have chosen had it not been prepackaged.
Wise RVers select a unit based on many
factors with livability being at the top of
the list. Once it’s yours, nothing but your
imagination can stop you from upscaling
your RV to create a feeling of personal
luxury and comfort.
Certainly, you would be hard-pressed
to rearrange the furniture (though it’s not
impossible), but you have complete freedom
when it comes to changing the details,
adding some luxury touches and feathering
a cozy nest.

Start Here

There are several small but significant
things you can do, without breaking the
bank or breaking out the toolbox, to make
your house a home that pays cozy dividends. Let’s begin with the basics to help
you add your special touch to the overall
interior. Put these three tips into play for
immediate results:
Splash of Color: Your interior likely comes
in a shade of blue, brown or green. Choose
one or two complementary colors that you’ll
use throughout the RV when choosing rugs,
pillows, throws, towels, etc.
Lighting: RVs are notorious for mediocre
lighting. Add warmth with table and floor
lamps. Fit them with soft-white or softly tinted LED bulbs. Change out the lampshades
for a custom look.

“By far, luxing up this room
[Bedroom] will offer you the
greatest benefits…sound
sleep and well-rested days.”
Art: Be it posters or postcards from past
events, photos of loved ones, adventures
or pieces of art you’ve collected along the
way, purchase an assortment of inexpensive
frames and hang your art throughout the
RV. We’ve traveled with hanging frames
for 16+ years without incident. The only
challenge is that we become bored with the
images so we change them out when the
mood strikes.
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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There’s no rule that says a rolling
home can’t be a luxury haven. On the
contrary. A few simply comforts can
change a from-the-factory-floor RV
to an inviting home that offers you,
your family and your guests a
personal retreat…”
Bedroom: Your Sleep Solution

A One-pot Wonder
for the RV Kitchen
Find out how the
InstantPot can simplify
cooking in your RV
kitchen. Read about it
on pages 52–54.

By far, luxing up this room will offer you the
greatest benefits. It’s where you’ll spend
the most money, but it is well worth the
price in sound sleep and well-rested days.
Watch for sales and/or shop Amazon or
Overstock, ticking off your list as you find
the right items.
Mattress: The RV mattress that came with
your RV should be the first casualty in your
redecorating scheme. Out with the cardboard-thickness envelope of fake fluff and in
with a comfortable memory-foam mattress.
Ours happens to be a Bed in a Box, but
there are several terrific brands that offer
RV-sized mattresses. Search on Google, read
reviews and expect to pay $200 and up for
a decent night’s sleep. Consider adding a
mattress topper as well, if it’s in the budget.
Sheets, Comforters and Pillows: One
of the best things about staying in a fancy
hotel is their bedding. Replicate that lux
feeling in your RV with high-quality sheets.
Because the quality sheets we want are not
typically “RV sheets,” we purchase king-size
flat sheets in colors that match one another
and tie in with our chosen splashes of color.
Comforters add a layer of practical
lux. An RV is more susceptible to outdoor
temperatures, so consider having two comforters—one for summer and one for winter.
Don’t skimp on high-quality comforters,
be they down-filled or synthetic, and
duvets. By investing a little more than
a cheapie, you’ll have bedding that will
last many a dream-filled night.
A good quality pillow goes a long way
in making Mr. Sandman a happy camper.
Avoid low cost/low quality deals and go for
a pillow that will cradle your head and neck
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and deliver maximum luxury. From down
to memory foam, do your research and you
won’t be sorry.

Kitchen: The Heart of a Home

Choosing a full-time RV lifestyle does not
mean you must forego kitchen luxuries.
Examine your culinary habits and consider
what goodies would make your time in the
kitchen a pleasure. Would an investment in a
food processor, Vitamix or InstantPot make
your day? Do you have more simple tastes
and find joy in a good set of cookware?
Could a grill upgrade up your ante? Maybe
all you need to feel kitchen-confident is
a great knife and a few quality utensils.
A matching set of dinnerware (in your
color scheme), stylish drinkware and heavy
flatware round out the warm and fuzzy heart
of your home.
If you are on a tight budget or simply an
adventure shopper, consider scouring thrift
store kitchen aisles. Often you can find great
quality products for a fraction of what they
would cost new.

Bathroom: A Wonderful Washroom

Little luxurious touches in this small room
can make a big difference. Choose bath soap
that feels and smells great. Thick, thirsty
towels can make your shower feel like a
spa experience. Consider a portable towel
warmer if you spend time in cool climates.
Match hand towels, washcloths and a bath
mat. If so inclined, a heavy bathrobe adds to
the luxury.
Use products from all price ranges that
make you feel pampered such as a special
brand of hand soap, your favorite toothpaste
and lotions and creams.

Feathering Your RV Nest

There’s no rule that says a rolling home can’t
be a luxury haven. On the contrary. A few
simple comforts can change a from-the-factory-floor RV to an inviting home that offers
you, your family and your guests a personal
retreat and a pleasant space to dwell, no
matter where you park it.
EVANNE SCHMARDER is sure she got the
wanderlust bug from her grandparents. In
2000, she and her husband, Ray, set off on
their own adventure, in search of a sunny
place to settle down. Seventeen-plus years
later, they’re still roaming the country, sharing
interesting destinations and cooking up delicious
RV kitchen recipes in their popular RV TV series,
RVCookingShow.com.

Do you own a Norcold or Dometic fridge?

If you want reliability and
safety, you want the ARP.
Our patented ARP Control
introduces a new level of reliably
and safety for your RV fridge by
automatically controlling boiler
temperature, thereby helping
to prevent fridge failure and
catastrophic fires!

3 months into ownership of our rig we had a height related
accident. At a fuel stop, we cleared the stations overhead going
into the fuel island, but there was a road grade change that altered
the clearance height. We
hit the overhead as we
Deb & John Bylinski
pulled out . . . we brought
Heartland Owners
the damaged rig to our
dealership.
Club, Northeast

The GiraffeG4 System
would have prevented it!
GiraffeG4.com 1-877-543-1087

ESCAPEES Maps

Escapees Maps is a digital trip-planning tool that
searches for RV parks along a specified route. Now you
can find all Escapees discount parks within a selected
state, set multiple parks along a route, and generate
turn-by-turn directions (including distance and travel
time). And the park listings will include contact information, rates, amenities, reviews and much more—where
available. Planning your next adventure will be easier
than ever before.
Currently unavailable on mobile devices.

www.escapees.com/maps

A Small Investment Yielding
Huge Returns—Your Safety!

www.arprv.com

406-494-1959

“Your voting rights
are currently at
risk, so protect
your right to vote
by voting.”

Full-time RVing and Absentee Voting

Protect Your Right
By K. SUSIE ADAMS #134068

In 1776, our forefathers declared
our independence from England. In
that Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “We hold
these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”

T

his principle, that most of us have lived
with all our lives (and often take for
granted), is profound. It’s both “a proclamation of faith in human equality and a firm
rebuke of tyranny.” (This is our Constitution,
pg. 11, by Khizr Khan, Knopf 2017.)
After the American Revolution, in
1787, 39 men from 12 states wrote the
Constitution. The following year, it was
ratified by representatives from the 13
then-existing states. It began with a
Preamble and seven articles. The first 10
amendments make up the Bill of Rights, and
they were added in 1791.
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The Twenty-Seventh, and most recent
amendment, was added in 1992. In short,
this is a country ruled by laws and guided
by principles.
The Fifteenth Amendment, added in
1870, stated that the right to vote cannot
be denied due to race, color or because the
voter was previously a slave. The Nineteenth
Amendment, passed in 1920, granted
women the right to vote.
During the Vietnam War, in 1971, when
male citizens 18 years of age and older could
be involuntarily drafted and sent to war,
the Twenty-Sixth amendment was added,
lowering the voting age from 21 to 18.
At one time, poll taxes (a fee for voting)
were allowed, and those who were unable
to pay were not allowed to vote. Those poll
taxes were abolished by the Twenty-Fourth
Amendment, passed in 1964. The Voting
Rights Act of 1965 abolished a literacy test
that used to be allowed before a person
could vote.
And, most profoundly, the people have
the ultimate power, not the military, not
the government, not the president. (Brief
recap of highlights from the book, This is our
Constitution, by Khizr Khan, Knopf 2017.)

Protect Your Right to Vote

This short summary of history emphasizes
that voting is an important right of every
American citizen. But, as a full-time RVer,
how can you protect your right to vote?
Since our law practice, Loring &
Associates, is in Livingston, Texas (Polk
County), home of Escapees Inc., I will discuss
this issue from the Polk County, Texas, point
of view. The county clerk for Polk County,
Schelana Hock, recently sent an e-mail to
Escapees members with helpful information
on absentee voting, and I’ve included
excerpts of the e-mail below.

Absentee Voting Information

The date for the primary elections, as well as
city, school and utility district elections, will
be March 6; the primary runoff election is
May 22, and the general election, November
6. If you will not be in Polk County on those
days, you will need to vote by mail. To apply,
an application can be obtained by e-mailing
Schelana at shock@co.polk.tx.us.
The application could be rejected for any
of the following reasons:
• The application was received more than
60 days before the election “held in
January or February of the year following
the year the ABBM (i.e. Absentee Ballot)
was received.”
• Your application was not properly delivered, or it was received after the deadline
to apply for a ballot by mail.
• You indicate that you are voting due to an
expected absence from the county and
yet the address to which you have asked
to send the application is in the county.
Since this may have the biggest impact on
Escapees members, contact the Escapees
call center, at 888-757-2582, for an
appropriate out-of-county address.
• If in jail, your ballot must be mailed to the
jail address or a relative’s address.
• Your application was not signed.
• If you had a witness sign and they failed
to indicate their relationship to you or
failed to indicate that you were unable
to make your mark in lieu of signature or
failed to provide his/her printed name or
residence address.
• Your application did not indicate the
reason you are entitled to vote by mail.
• For a primary election, you must indicate your party of preference (unless
you are 65 or older and have submitted
an annual ABBM), you will receive ballots
for all but the primary if you failed to put
your party preference.

• Your residence address was not provided
on your application.
• Your application was received after the
deadline for receiving the application for a
ballot by mail.
• According to the voter registrar’s records,
you are not currently registered to vote.
• The election for which you are applying
for a ballot could not determined.
• Your application was submitted via fax or
e-mail, but you failed to send a hard copy
original within four business days.
In Polk County, Texas, an e-mail address
or cell phone number should be included
with your application in case any of these
problems exist. Also, unless you are 65 or
older, you must file a separate application
for each election: the primary, any runoff
and the general election.

Speights v. Willis

In 2002, Escapees, Inc. was involved in a
lawsuit in Polk County, Texas, with Speights
v. Willis, No.09-02-192 CV (App. Ct. –
Beaumont, October 24, 2002). The court
determined in that lawsuit that members
of Escapees RV Club who had created a
domicile in Polk County, Texas, could vote in
that county. This is one of the many reasons
“establishing a domicile” is so important,
especially for full-time RVers. If you are
concerned about whether you have an
established domicile, this case is helpful.

Rights at Risk

Your voting rights are currently at risk, so
protect your right to vote by voting. The
Supreme Court is now considering an Ohio
law that purges the voting rolls of those
who haven’t voted in a two-year period.
Is it Constitutional to purge the rolls of
those who fail to vote? The Supreme Court
appears to be leaning toward saying yes.
The decision is expected before June 2018.
Although this article may not be published
until after the Texas primaries, I hope it will
be a reminder that voting is a right and a
privilege that should be exercised.
The law offices of Loring & Associates
specializes in domicile-related questions and
we are willing to offer assistance.
K. SUSIE ADAMS has been a lawyer for over
30 years, spending 15 of those years working
as a trial lawyer. She also taught legal writing
at the University of Houston Law School.
From 2011–2016, she was executive director
of Childrenz Haven, the Child Advocacy Center of
Polk County, Texas. Susie and her husband, James Frost,
reside in Livingston, Texas.
March/April 2018 ESCAPEES Magazine
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Escapees members,
Jeffery Martin and
Maren Nelson #110740,
working in the Escapees
booth at the 2017
Southwest RV Super
Show in Dallas, Texas.
PHOTO BY LISA KOCA #86367
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A Message
From The Board
Escapees—A Virtual “Blue Zone”
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By SHAWN LORING #76442, Escapees CEO, and the Escapees Board of Directors
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Scientists have studied cultures that produce the most
centenarians, people who live to age 100. According to one
study, Blue Zones (bluezones.com), there are nine factors
that contribute to a culture being able to produce centenarians: “Move Naturally,” “Know Your Purpose,” “Down
Shift,” “80% Rule,” “Plant Slant,” “Wine At 5,” “Family
First,” “Belong” and “Right Tribe.” The study notes that
there are specific sites around the world where people,
because of their culture, live in accordance with these nine
factors. These sites are called blue zones, giving rise to the
name of the study.

I

n these blue zones, some of the factors pertain only to
the self. For instance, five of the factors concern diet
and exercise: “Move Naturally,” “Down Shift” (reduce
stress), “80% Rule” (reduce caloric intake), “Plant
Slant” (like momma said, “Eat your veggies”) and “Wine
At 5” (one glass only). “Know Your Purpose,” too, pertains only to self and speaks to having a reason to be.
However, some of the factors are community-oriented:
“Family First,” “Belong” and “Right Tribe.” “Family First”
seems self-explanatory. Centenarians tend to be closely
connected to their families throughout their entire life.

March/April 2018

“Belong” may seem less intuitive from the name alone.
This factor suggests that centenarians tend to gather with
other people who share the same mindset as them at least
four times a month. “Right Tribe” notes that centenarians
tend to forge deep, lifelong connections with people who
share their joys and help them through life’s storms.
This concept of blue zones prompted me to think about
all of us in the RV lifestyle. While we are not all located
in one area, we may indeed be a virtual blue zone since
most of us travel extensively. Through articles, blogs,
forum posts, social media and countless campfire chats,
we encourage each other to eat well, move naturally (bike,
hike, kayak, etc.), have purpose (even after retirement, we
are consummate volunteers) and explore spirituality in
accordance with our individual beliefs.
As Escapees, we also have a tendency to return to
our families frequently. It’s common for us to make loops
with our travels that bring us back to our loved ones.
And, those who part-time RV tend to base camp near
relatives. Moreover, by using modern technology, our
family is only a few button-clicks away.
Escapees also tend to form subgroups, most notably
our chapters and Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups.

MEMBER SECTION

ESCAPEES NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
NEW HOLIDAY HOURS FOR 2018
The Escapees RV Club National Headquarters
will begin observing additional national holidays
this year to coincide with post office closures.
For your convenience, the dates for 2018 are

listed below. Please remember that Escapees
mail service and the club business office will be
closed on these dates, so be sure to call ahead
for your mail.
• January 1—New Year’s Day
• January 15—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
• February 19—President’s Day
• March 30—Good Friday (Easter)
• May 28—Memorial Day
• July 4—Independence Day
• September 3—Labor Day
• October 8—Columbus Day
• November 11—Veteran’s Day (2018/Sunday)
• November 22 & 23—Thanksgiving Day (2 days)
• December 24—Christmas Eve
• December 25—Christmas Day
• December 31—New Year’s Eve

March/April 2018
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“While the path behind each of us
may be different, at some point,
we all made the same choice:
the choice to embrace our
freedom through a life of
adventure together.”

a certain language. It does not matter what brought us
to Escapees. Our economic status and an RV type have
certainly never mattered. All that has ever mattered
for inclusion in the Escapees community is a shared set
of values—sharing and caring, and that sentiment fits
perfectly in line with the notion of “Right Tribe.”
The shared set of values sets the foundation for
lifelong friendship. Our values link the shared challenges
of living on the road (full or part time) with our innate
sense of adventure to set the stage for us to meet each
other and engage in activities that forge lasting bonds.
It certainly doesn’t hurt that we begin and end most
encounters with a hug or a handshake.
While the path behind each of us may be different, at
some point, we all made the same choice: the choice to
embrace our freedom through a life of adventure together. Thus, it is the path before us that binds us together as
a community. Exemplified in Escapees, this community
shares many of the characteristics commonly found in
cultures that produce the most centenarians.
Together, we Escapees have created something
wonderful that may keep us all living a life of adventure
for a very long time.
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Through these groups, whether in-person or online, we
can share and reinforce our core beliefs. The communal
sharing and reinforcing of these beliefs, at least four
times a month, helps us extend our lives by years.
Escapees provides a “Right Tribe” for those who are
open to building lifelong friendships. As both a virtual
blue zone and an RV club, there is something special
about Escapees: We did not have to be born into this
group to join. There is no requirement that we believe
in a certain religious doctrine, nor do we have to speak

The highest level of
roadside assistance
for RVers at $99/year.

Premium RV roadside assistance and benefits
Escapees RV Club is proud to bring you Escapees
Roadside Assistance. This program, powered
by SafeRide Motor Club, offers the highest
level of roadside assistance for RVers at an
affordable price: only $99/year!

Towing • 24/7 Tech Assistance
Mobile Mechanic • Jump-starts
Unlimited Service Calls
Mobile Tire Assistance and more!

For more information, call 877-803-3075.

www.escapees.com/roadsideassistance
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Escapees Special Interest Groups
Escapees Birds of a Feather (BoF) groups share lifestyle interests. Expand your talents and share your knowledge.
Whether you are a beginner or an expert, you are welcome.
Alternative Medicine: Newsletter on, but not limited to, herbs, vitamins,
dietary ideas, natural healing and attaining and maintaining health. I also
send BoF Extras and Bits&Pieces. Free e-newsletter. Send SKP# and e-mail
address to CLTORNS@aol.com. Please include BoF or Escapees in the
subject line. Carol Torns #21855. 2216 Leisure Ln, Wauchula FL 33873.
Amateur Radio: Newsletter is $5 for three issues. Published January,
May and September. Include name, amateur radio call sign if licensed,
SKP #, spouse’s name, address, check and e-mail address, to Forrest
Clark, KC9YMH, SKP #110995, 411 Walnut ST., PMB #10903, Green
Cove Springs, FL 32043.

Escapees Elk • C-BoF: You must be a member of a BPO Elks Lodge
to join. Meet at Escapades. Learn how to join this BoF or how to be
directed to a lodge. (The BoF isn’t a lodge.) To join, send $6 per year (checks
payable to Escapees Elk BoF), To be directed to an Elks lodge, send SASE to
Membership Chairman, 230 Rainbow Dr., #13071, Livingston, TX 773992030. elkbof@msn.com or www.escapees.com/elk
First Responders: This group is for law enforcement, fire, EMT and other first responders who want to camp as a group for fun and fellowship.
Contact Donald Fredericks at sq320ret@yahoo.com or 707-953-4346.

Bikes, Boots ’n Paddles: Casual group (no dues/no newsletter) for
those who like to read about or participate in cycling, walking and
hiking and/or paddling activities. Meet at Escapades and informal gatherings or simply share experiences online. Share routes, trails, locations,
equipment and photos. Facebook: “SKP Bikes, Boots ‘N Paddles BoF.”
Nancy Cullinan: nancullinan@gmail.com

Friends of Bill W: This group meets at Escapades and other Escapees
gatherings. There are no dues or fees. Find a meeting or stay in contact
with each other while traveling. Contact Noble or Cyd, 238 Rainbow
Dr., #13852, Livingston, TX 77399-2038. 404-578-0864. noblecyd@
reagan.com. To join the Friends of Bill W. group, you will need a Facebook account. Then, just search for Cyd Wise (Livingston, TX) and send
a friend request. You will then be added to the group.

Boomers: Casual group (no rules/no officers/no cost) for those who
have a youthful mindset. Members enjoy hiking, beading, biking, reading,
4-wheel drives or just sitting around the campfire. Monthly electronic
newsletter, Facebook and Yahoo! groups provide opportunities to share
the RVing experience. Impromptu gatherings pop up several times a year.
Send your name and SKP number to boomerBoF@gmail.com.

Full-time Graduating Class: For those who have graduated from
part-time to full-time RVing. Informal group/no newsletter or officers.
Correspondence is via the Escapees Discussion Forum. Join your class
by visiting the forum at www.rvnetwork.com, select “Graduating to
Full-Time” and year of your class.

Boondockers: Casual group (no dues) enjoying the dry-camping lifestyle. Bimonthly newsletter lists rendezvous. (Dry-camp spots not listed.)
Stan/Mikki Vincent, subscription coordinators; Darryl and Judy Wilson,
editors. Judy Wilson, wilsonjudwil@aol.com to join.
Buffs: Buffs like to think of themselves as the Birds withOut Feathers BoF.
This group is for SKP members who enjoy wholesome social nudism. On our
Yahoo! Groups website, you can read reviews of nudist campgrounds, get
answers to questions, read our newsletter, find nudist campground reviews,
locate nudist campgrounds who offer discounts to Buffs, see who might be
camping near you and get involved in discussions. No cost to join. E-mail
pamelapelc@yahoo.com. Include SKP# and reason for wanting to join.

Genealogy: AKA SKP Genies. This group is
all about friendship and family history. Our
quarterly newsletter has BoF news and educational articles on researching techniques
and sources. SKP Genies Magic (a rally
and research trip hybrid) is held annually.
Time-sensitive information and advice are
shared via a Yahoo! group. Contact Albert
Taylor at skpgenies@gmail.com or SKP Genealogy
BoF, 142 Rainbow Dr., #4228, Livingston, TX 77399-1042.
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Christian Fellowship: The Christian Fellowship BoF is a gathering of
Escapees believers drawing together to form a mobile church without
walls for fellowship, fun, worship, spiritual growth and serving communities. We pray for and encourage one another while not focusing
on denominationalism. Meet at Escapades and Christian Fellowship
BoF rallies. Visit www.escapees.com/christianfellowship or www.cfbof.
com. Membership is free. For rally information, contact Allen Ferguson
at fergizmo@thefergs.com.
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DOVE (the Doves) • C-BoF: Hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires,
disasters rarely give us notice when they will happen. The time
volunteers give is crucial. When finances are at crisis levels in many organizations, the American Red Cross needs all the volunteer time (and
money) we can give. Join the DOVEs and partner with the Red Cross to
fill real needs. We’ll help you train and pair you with the right disaster
response activity to satisfy your desire to help others and to provide
life-sustaining assistance. To find out more, visit www.doveBoF.org or
contact Brian Houser at president@doveBoF.org (210-268-3931) or Jodi
Scales at membership@doveBoF.org. Yearly dues: $10

Magazine

Computers: For all computer users—PC, Mac, Linux. Info is exchanged
by e-mail. To subscribe to the general or the PC newsgroup, e-mail ComputerBoF-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Contact Tom McIlwain, 6003
Main St., Center Valley, PA 18034. To subscribe to the Linux sub-newsgroup: ComputerBoF-Linux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

“This group is all
about friendship
and family history.”
March/April 2018
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Geocache: The Geocachers BoF provides a link enabling members to be
in touch with other SKP geocachers, share geocaching information, learn
from others and discover if other SKP geocachers are nearby. The BoF hosts
an annual multi-day rally in the Quartzsite, Arizona, area in late January,
featuring morning seminars and afternoon caching outings. Communication is via Facebook, Yahoo! or e-mail. No dues or fees. To join, contact
Sue Pace, at skpgeocacheBoF@gmail.com. Include your e-mail address,
name(s), SKP #, phone # and, if you have one, your geocaching handle.

Quilt Lovers: Newsletters, sent out twice a year, provide quiltrelated information and BoF news. Subscriptions: April to March, $5
year for newsletter mailing and to replenish materials needed for quilts
made at each Escapade to donate to local charity. To subscribe, contact
Mary Costigan, 900 Bradford court, San Jacinto, CA 92583-6530, 951452-2999, or mary.costigan@yahoo.com. To help make charity quilts at
Escapade, bring your sewing machine and quilting supplies. Donations
of UFOs welcome.

Heavy Hauler • C-BoF: Exchange info on the purchase and use
of medium-duty and heavy-duty trucks, including parts, supplies,
dealers, repair facilities, etc. Quarterly e-mailed newsletter. $15 first yr
includes logo decal. ($10 per yr/renewal; addt’l $10/yr for snail-mail
newsletter.) Check payable to Heavy Haulers C-BoF, 159 Rainbow Dr.,
#5990, Livingston, TX 77399-1059. Send questions to: John Roberts,
roberjw49@gmail.com. Website: escapees.com/Heavy-Haulers

SKP Freethinkers: The focus of this BoF is information, support and
community for atheists, agnostics, skeptics and all those who reject
supernatural belief. This BoF serves as a virtual meeting place and
forum for like-minded SKPs. We have a Website with a forum, newsletter and private Facebook page. Media is electronic/membership is
free. Visit www.skpfreethinkers.com or contact Howard Replogle at
howardreplogle@SKPfreethinkers.com.

Jammers: Our goal is to enable members to share interests in music by jamming (playing music together, where members take turns selecting songs).
The jammers will include musicians at all levels, singers and listeners. The
types of music will include, but are not limited to, old-time, gospel, Celtic,
‘60s and ‘70s folk and contra dance music. Members will keep in touch by
e-mail and social networks such as the Escapees Forum. Meetings will occur
at Escapades, music festivals, Escapees parks and other locations wherever
it is convenient. Contact Dave Schroeder: oldfolkjammer@gmail.com

SKP Photographers: For all photographers, casual to serious. Our goal is
to help members have fun with photography and improve their skills through
our free online newsletter, meetings at Escapades/rallies and in-the-field
photo outings at interesting locations. To join, visit www.skpphotographers.
com. Lou Petkus: loupet@gmail.com or 630-750-7291.

Line Dancers Unite: Join for free to find line dancing classes, rallies
and special events while you travel. Members can contribute information
on a city-by-city basis. Also available are websites that feature line dance
class locations and special events. No dues or newsletters. To sign up,
visit RVillage.com, click on “Groups” or “Search,” enter “Line Dancers
Unite.” In the left column on the Group homepage, click “Join.” To
read posts, click “Group Forum” at the top of page. Contact Margo
Armstrong: Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.net
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NOMADS: Mission volunteers and individuals who travel with a purpose.
A ministry of the United Methodist Church, specific to RVers who wish to
be involved in Christian service. Membership not dependent on church
affiliation. Regular projects are three weeks, nationwide. Disaster rebuild
projects may be one week or more. Parking (including water, electric,
dump) is furnished. A current projects list is posted on the NOMADS
Website, and is visible to members of NOMADS only, but with nationwide
sites. To join NOMADS: 866-466-6237 or visit www.nomadsumc.org.
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Penwheels: Quarterly newsletter inspires, encourages and assists
writers in all styles of writing, published or not. Join our new group
forum at RVilllage.com. Sign up for free. Then, click search or groups,
and enter Penwheels in the search field. Click “join group” to post.
Please send your Escapees membership number to Joanne Alexakis
(joalexakis@earthlink.net) so your name can be added to the e-mail
list for the newsletter. You can also contact Penwheels editor at
margo@themaxwellgroup.net.
Pet Lovers: For people who love animals. All pets welcome. Our
bimonthly (even months) electronic newsletter contains pet-related
information and stories submitted by our members. Informative bulletin
alerts; pet questions welcome. To subscribe, send name/contact info to
Chris at cfdnld@merr.com, or call 608-347-4719.
Prospecting and Metal Detecting: Share tips and information. To
join our Yahoo! group SKP-PandMD, contact Ken Parsons by e-mail
rwsp606@gmail.com. Roster and yearly newsletter. By e-mail, $5; mailed,
$15 a year. We get together yearly for a week of prospecting and fun.
Make checks payable to Peggy Devine, Treasurer, 2121 E Kennan Way,
Pahrump, NV 89048. kokopeggi@gmail.com

SOLOs • C-BoF: A group for single Escapees. Must be a current
member. Membership, $10/year. Three newsletters per year,
member-hosted gatherings and pre-Escapade rallies. Send check, payable
to Escapees SOLOs, with SKP#, mailing address, interests/hobbies, e-mail
and phone number to Escapees SOLOs, 1970 N. Leslie St. #556, Pahrump,
NV. 89060. SOLOs@escapees.com. www.escapees.com/solos
SOWERs (Servants on Wheels: Ever Ready) A nondenominational
ministry of born-again believers who combine our love of RVing and service to our Lord as we volunteer to work with other Christian ministries
throughout the U.S. and Canada. From our listing of approved ministries,
we choose the projects and months we work. www.sowerministry.org.
Square Dancing: For information on this group, contact Chuck and
Ruth Osborn, 281 Southline Rd., Galway, NY 12074. Call 518-859-0734
or e-mail RUSmiling2003@yahoo.com.
Stonewall: Welcomes all gays, lesbians, bis, trans and their friends. An
informal group, we gather at Escapades, at Pride events and at Quartzsite, Arizona, in January. Communication is online, so we can meet each
other as travels allow. Free to join/no newsletters, just good times with
great people! Contact Paul Wood at braveradventures@yahoo.com.
The SKP UTV/ATV BoF: A group of like-minded people who like to
ride their UTV/ATV. If you have an UTV/ATV and like to ride responsibly
while discovering different places to camp and ride, we are the group
for you. Open to all Escapees members in good standing. No dues. Contact: Carl Holttum: carlholttum@gmail.com or carlholttum@yahoo.com
Woodcarvers on Wheels: This group meets annually at North Ranch,
in Congress, Arizona, for a week-long workshop of carving, pyrography
and more. We enjoy gathering at Escapade and anywhere else our paths
may cross. Sharing ideas, patterns, hints and articles related to anything
wood. To join, send your name, address, SKP# and $5/year to John Ely,
3213 W. Main #279 Rapid City, SD 57702. Newsletter is sent out three
times a year. Contact woodcarversonwheels@gmail.com.
Worldwide Travelers: We offer information about independent or RV
travel in countries around the world other than North America. Information is shared through tips and travel reports. Free monthly e-newsletter.
To join the Worldwide Travelers’ BoF group, send your name, SKP# and
e-mail address to Kathy Howe at wwtnews@gmail.com.

C-BoF (Certified BoFs): Check the “Events Calendar” for a listing of group activities. For additional details, call their voice mail: 888-757-7701
plus extension—Christian Fellowship x8084, DOVE x8083, Escapees Elk x8082, Heavy Hauler x8081, SOLOs x8080). Look for the NEW! notice that
signifies a new BoF has formed! BoF correspondence, questions and magazine listing updates should be sent to BoF Coordinator, Lockie Sailer,
100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300, faxed to 936-327-4388 or e-mailed to BoF@escapees.com.
ALL UPDATES MUST BE IN WRITING (TYPE, FAX OR E-MAIL) AND RECEIVED BY THE 10TH OF ODD-NUMBERED MONTHS. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.
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WE BUY

RV Armor Lifetime Roof

RVs!

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

AFTER

Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

Convenient: Don’t Move!
We’ll come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.
Permanent: Lifetime material and
labor warranty. Tracked by the VIN #

It's time to CASH IN
on your RV. We are
the solution.
Call us today. We are
ready to BUY your RV!

(800) 349-5542
Or visit us
on the web at:

BEFORE

Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

www.BuyMyRVUSA.com

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

SEAMLESS

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark of
RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Looking for Work?
Looking to Hire?
Your personal resource center!
As working RVers
grow in number, there
is a growing demand
for jobs that suit their
mobile lifestyle.
To meet this need,
Escapees RV Club
has created an online
Job Board, a resource
connecting those in need of flexible
staff with remote workers.

JOB BOARD
POWERED BY

www.escapees.com/job-board

Central Florida

RV Center

entral Florida RV is a
C
leading buyer of preowned RVs. We are always

looking to buy. We purchase
all classes of RVs, paid for
or not. We buy nationally,
have expert appraisers and
work with a reliable network
of dealers.

We are striving to be
your #1 RV specialist!

(800) 902-9022

www.cflrv.com

SELL MY RV USA
The Simple Way To
Find A Buyer
www.SellMyRVUSA.com
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A WORD FROM
OUR GROUP DIRECTOR
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Indicates that an Escapees Head Out
Program event is taking place at this
general location during 2018.
See pages 14–15 for more information.

LOCKIE SAILER #130519, Chapter Director
The weather is becoming warmer, and activities are heating up for
Escapees events! As a reminder, the WARE rally is coming soon in April,
as well as many rallies, gatherings, HOP events and Xscaper convergences.
It doesn’t matter where you are traveling; most likely, there is an exciting
event happening near you.

Join us and let’s celebrate spring together.
E-MAIL CHAPTERDIRECTORS@ESCAPEES.COM TO START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA.

March/April 2018

Visit www.escapees.com/chapters and
click on the chapter of your interest.
You can view details about a chapter,
join a chapter and pay chapter dues.
Yes! It is that easy.
As you travel, we invite you to get to
know Escapees in your area. Call us for
details and let’s get together.

MEMBER SECTION

CALLING ALL CHAPTERS
Escapees Regional Groups

Contact chapters’ voice mail, 888-757-7701 plus extension, for rally and luncheon information. See the map for a chapter near you.
CHAPTER
NUMBER

CHAPTER
NAME

CHAPTER
PRESIDENT

PHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS
+ EXTENSION #

888-757-7701

1

Golden Gate

Kathy Guerrera

408-314-1858

kathyguerrera@yahoo.com

8001

2

Rocky Mtn. High

Linda Gilmore

303-349-8845

president@rockymtnhiskps.org

8002

3

Northeast

Mike Keliher

207-446-7536

mikekeliher5090@gmail.com

8003

5

Evergreen

Ron Hough

425-218-2839

escapeeschapter5@gmail.com

8005

6

Great Lakes

Judy Woodham

989-233-3073

knjwoody@yahoo.com

8006

8

Mexican Connection

Cynthia Ponder

919-606-1156

cynacat@gmail.com

8008

9

Oregon Trails

Rick De Young

541-580-3790

rrdeyoung@gmail.com

8009

10

Rainbow Chapter

Gene Jensen

936-355-1785

genejensen88@gmail.com

8010

11

Alamo Area SKPs

George Wilkes

210-722-6523

gwilkes43@gmail.com

8011

12

North Central

Ron Nelson

507-259-7528

ron.nelson@q.com

8012

13

El Camino

Joe Costigan

951-452-2998

granpajoe37@gmail.com

8013

14

Lucky Rollers

Phil Darling

603-686-6185

wheel4home@yahoo.com

8014

17

Ozark Chapter

Alvin Baker

918-740-4263

bakerskp17@gmail.com

8017

18

Maple Leaf

Howard Krakower

613-829-3587

hk@zed.net

8018

20

Mid Atlantic

Frank Simon

304-947-7689

pinoakfrank@yahoo.com

8020

21

Arizona Saguaros

Stuart Dutcher

520-403-1062

dutch1062@msn.com

8021

22

Van Islanders

Jeremy Knapman

250-248-9492

jbknapman@telus.net

8022

916-331-7301

24

Gold Nugget

Lynne Ganas

lganas@msn.com

8024

25

Shanty Shakers

Wayne and Lynn Selden 619-890-5383

shantyshakers25@gmail.com

8025

26

Gulf Posse

Cushman Phillips

770-312-8871

cushman@cbphei.com

8026

29

Carolina Rovers

Steve Masterson

518-526-0054

masterson100@gmail.com

8029

32

Verde Valley

Denny Orr

219-670-3007

dennsuu@gmail.com

8032

33

BC Okanagan SKPs

Kim Gurry

250-320-0630

gurry@telus.net

8033

34

Columbia River SKPs Michael Surratt

503-667-0819

mrat1945@frontier.com

8034

Merle Cockayne

440-823-6214

gulleyjumper0208@yahoo.com

8036

541-659-7208

perrykathryn4@gmail.com

8037

38

Mother Lode

Rob Cannon

209-605-4716

rcannon55@me.com

8038

39

Wash-Pan

Bev Allenbaugh

509 925-3297

photogal@fairpoint.net

8039

41

NYSKPS

Marilyn Woodside

908-377-7765

lynhw15@gmail.com

8041

42

KEN/TENN

Paul Reed

731-574-1045

paulreedjr1960@gmail.com

8042

44

Alberta Roamers

John VandenBerg

403-328-0147

chapter44rvclub@gmail.com

8044

45

Valley of the Sun

Ed Allard

480-213-8096

edrdnalice@gmail.com

8045

46

Lincolnland

John Liggett

217-257-4880

jrliggett@gmail.com

8046

47

Nor-Cal Gypsies

Nancy Voyles

530-357-4762

tsrnan@aol.com

8047

49

Badger SKPs

Ken Cerling

608-219-6239

cerlingconstruction@gmail.com

8049

51

Hoosier Neighbor

John Kereszturi

574-360-8226

kereszturi@sbcglobal.net

8051

52

Arkansas Diamonds

Don Tannehill

501-410-8950

tannehilld@sbcglobal.net

8052

57

Florida Sun Gators

John McKean

941-627-9823

57jmfl@gmail.com

8057

For more details about a chapter, visit www.escapees.com/chapters.
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Erie Shores

Rogue Valley Rovers Kathryn Perry
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Join us at one of these rallies or National events!
• Call voicemail phone number (888-757-7701) + extension for specific directions to events.
• May/June deadline: March 10. The “Events and Rally Calendar” is reserved for chapter, certified BoF groups and National events. All submissions must be in writing.
• E-mail submissions to editor@escapees.com, or mail submissions to Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.

DATES

LOCATION

HOST CHAPTER			

888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

MARCH 2018
08-11

AZ

Ajo, Doyle Arena

Escapees Elks • C-BoF

8082

08-11

CA

El Centro, Rio Bend RV Park

25

8025

09-11

TX

Grand Prairie, Joe Pool Lake Campground, RVers’ Boot Camp

National

888-757-2582

15-21

UT

Moab, (TBA one week prior to event), Xscapers Convergence

Xscapers

xscapers.com

18-23

AZ

Congress, North Ranch

Woodcarvers On Wheels BoF

510-414-6680

19-23

CA

Hollister, Casa de Fruta

01

8001

19-23

CA

Chico, Almond Tree RV Park

24

8024

25-31

AZ

Congress, North Ranch, Bead and Polymer Clay Retreat

North Ranch Rainbow Park

928-427-3657

25-30

LA

New Orleans, The Big Easy HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

26-30

CA

Corning, Heritage RV Park

38

8038

26-30

MS

Picayune, Sun Roamers RV Resort

26

8026

03-06

AZ

Prescott Valley, Big Dealer-Little Prices

32

8032

11-15

FL

Winter Haven, Cypress Campground and RV Park

57

8057

15

TX

New Braunfels, 2nd Crossing C/ground, Xscapers Convergence Xscapers

xscapers.com

15-22

TX

Port Aransas, Pioneer RV Beach Resort

11

8011

18-22

GA

Dillard, River Vista RV Resort

29

8029

22-26

NV

Las Vegas, Sam’s Town KOA, WARE Rally

WARE

warerally.com

23-26

NV

Mesquite, Casa Blanca Campground

14

8014

23-26

NV

Las Vegas, Sam’s Town RV/Casino

25

8025

APRIL 2018

KY

Louisville, Destination Derby HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

TN

Tiptonville, Reelfoot Lake State Park

42

8042

13-20

OH

Wooster, Wayne County Fairground

36

8036

14-16

CA

Cilo, Rivers Edge RV Park

24

8024

17-21

CA

Los Banos, Spring Fairground

01

8001

78

20-24

IL

Montrose, Spring Creek Campground

51

8051

27-June 1

MO

Sedalia, Missouri State Fairground, Escapees 58th Escapade

Escapade/National

888-757-2582

Magazine

03-06
11-15
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MAY 2018

29-June 1

BC

Canada, Christina Lake, Christina Pines

33

8033

29-June 5

OR

Chiloquin, Train Mountain

37

8037

01

MO

Sedalia, Nat’l WWI Museum/Treasures of the Steamboat Arabia HOP/National

888-757-2582

01-05

OR

Tulelake, Butte Valley Fairground

37

8037

02

MO

Budweiser Clydesdales and Antebellum Dixie Region

HOP/National

888-757-2582

02-06

MO

Stockton, Stockton Elks Lodge #2858

Escapees Elk • C-BoF

8082

JUNE 2018

03-07

AR

Eureka Springs, Kettle Campground

02

8002

03-07

WA

Stevenson, Skamania County Fairground

34

8034

04-08

BC

Canada, Courtenay, Seal Bay RV Park

22

8022

March/April 2018
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888-757-7701
EXTENSION #

DATES

LOCATION

07-09

NY

Marathon, Country Hill Campground

41

8041

07-10

NY

Marathon, Country Hills Campground

20

8020

11-15

ON

Canada, Peterborough, Beavermead Campground

18

8018

14-17

MI

Coldwater, Branch County Fairground

6/36/51

8006/8036/8051

18-21

NH

Bridgewater, Newfound RV Park

03

8003

18-22

AB

Canada, Blackie, Blackie Arena

44

8044

18-22

CA

Jackson, Jackson Rancheria RV Park

24

8024

18-22

WA

Lynden, NW Washington Events Center

05

8005

18-22

WI

Kieler, Rustic Barn Campground

49

8049

02-06

OR

Medford, Southern Oregon RV Park

37

8037

08-12

OR

Astoria, Clatsop County Fairground

34

8034

08-13

NY

New York City and the Hudson River Valley HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

09-13

MN

Two Harbors, Burlington Bay Campground

12

8012

16-20

CA

McCloud, McCloud RV Park

24

8024

16-20

WA

Elma, Elma RV Park

05

8005

31-Aug 05

OR

Bandon, Bandon by the Sea

37

8037

JULY 2018

AUGUST 2018
11-16

MN

Howling with the Wolves! Outdoor Adventure HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

12-16

OR

Odell, Hood River Fairground

34

8034

13-17

AB

Canada, Delburne, Delburne School

44

8044

13-19

OH

Wooster, Wayne County Fairground

36

8036

14-18

CA

Quincy, Pioneer RV Park

24

8024

15-19

ME

Hermon, Pumpkin Patch RV Resort

03

8003

20-24

WA

Grayland, Kenanna RV Park

05

8005

SEPTEMBER 2018
02-08

CO

Colorado Outdoor Adventure HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

07-09

BC

Canada, Sicamous, Dale and Lyn Wood’s acreage

33

8033

09-13

OR

Florence, Oddfellows RV Park

34

8034

Fall Foliage Cruise HOP—Canada/New England

HOP/National

855-757-8881

CA

Santa Rosa, Santa Rosa County Fairground

01

8001

17-21

WA

Cle Elum, Whispering Pines RV Park

05

8005

18-22

CA

Corning, Heritage RV Park

24

8024

19-22

MI

Escanaba, County Fairground

49

8049

24-27

CA

Rio Vista, Duck Island RV Park

38

8038

04-07

SC

Cleveland, Palmetto Cove

29

8029

06-14

NM

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta HOP

HOP/National

888-757-2582

07-11

OR

Tygh Valley, Wasco County Fairground and Hunt RV Park

34

8034

16-19

AZ

Cottonwood, Verde Valley Fairground

32

8032

16-20

CA

Red Bluff, Durango RV Park

24

8024

18-21

TX

Center Point, Old River Road RV

11

8011

22-26

LA

Vidalia, River View RV Park

26

8026

22-26

CA

Merced, Elks Lodge RV Park

38

8038

OCTOBER 2018
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Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp

2018 CONVERGENCES

EXPRESS

APRIL 21, 2018 • WARE RALLY • LAS VEGAS KOA
5225 BOULDER HWY, LAS VEGAS, NV 89122

If you can’t come to a full three-day Escapees
RVers’ Boot Camp, consider Escapees RVers’
Boot Camp Express. Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp was
developed around the concepts of maintenance, operation and safety.
The new express one-day school is for RVers who want to improve
their RV knowledge. Selected topics being conducted in RV Boot Camp
Express are basic systems common to all RVs, general maintenance
to keep your rig rolling, fire safety, keeping the weight out of your RV,
propane systems, batteries and electrical systems. Escapees RVers’
Boot Camp Express will be at the Las Vegas KOA, at Sam’s Town, on
April 21, 2018. The cost for the eight-hour class will be $55 per person.
To register, call Escapees headquarters, at 888-757-2582.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

Jim Koca #86367
Escapees RVers’ Boot Camp Instructor
POWERED BY

Bead and Polymer Clay Retreat
MARCH 25–31, 2018 • NORTH RANCH RAINBOW PARK
CONGRESS, ARIZONA

If you like beading, polymer clay crafting,
Kumihimo, wire-wrapped stones,
free-form bracelets, make-and-take
sessions or round-robin designs,
you can find it at the Bead and
Polymer Clay Retreat at North
Ranch in Congress, Arizona. Join
us March 25 to 31 for a week
of creating beautiful jewelry,
learning a new craft and enjoying
old and new friendships. For more
information, send your name and
membership number to Cathy Benton
at mingomama23@gmail.com.

Magazine

Joanne Alexakis #19367
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MOAB AREA CONVERGENCE
MARCH 15–21, 2018 • FREE BOONDOCKING • MOAB, UTAH

Join Xscapers for a week
in the desert
POWERED
BY of southern Utah.
Boondocking opportunities abound near the resort town of
Moab with miles of hiking, biking and jeep trails. Expect organized
activities and plenty of time to explore on your own. (Location will
be announced approximately a week prior to the event.)

POWERED BY
CENTRAL TEXAS CONVERGENCE
APRIL 15, 2018 • 2ND CROSSING CAMPGROUND, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS

Spring is the time to be in central Texas. Xscapers will take over
an entire campground on the banks of the Guadalupe River,
between Austin and SanPOWERED
Antonio.BY
Come, join us for campfires,
discussions, barbecue, beverages, music and canoeing. $160
per site ($130 for solo travelers) with electric and water. (Dump
available on site). To register, call 888-757-2582.

For more information on Xscapers events, visit
www.xscapers.com or find us on Facebook.

POWERED BY

2018
WARE RALLY
(WESTERN AREA RALLY FOR ESCAPEES)
Las Vegas KOA at Sam’s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall
April 22–26, 2018 • 5225 Boulder Highway, Las Vegas, NV 89122
For information and registration, visit www.warerally.com.

Save the date and welcome all Escapees. Get ready for an adventure!
The 8th annual WARE rally will be a change from the usual as it will be held in
Las Vegas, Nevada. The event will be hosted by Chapter 25 at the Las Vegas
KOA at Sam’s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall. Enjoy social hours, a dinner buffet,
classes, seminars and much more. The host location and city offer plenty of
additional entertainment and things to keep the fun going. Over 200 RV sites
are available but will fill up fast. Book Now!

Dianna Simons #9316, 2018 WARE Chairman
619-609-6305 or skpwarerally@gmail.com

For KOA/RV reservations, call the
Las Vegas KOA at 702-454-8055 and
mention you are part of the WARE rally.

March/April 2018

MEMBER SECTION

SKP DINE-OUTS
It’s time to eat!

Join fellow Escapees for any one of these regional dine-outs.

ALABAMA

Gulf Shores: 2nd Mon, 10:30 a.m., Original Oyster House.
701 Gulf Shores Pkwy. Cushman Phillips: 770-312-8871,
cushman@cbphei.com. Oct-April (except March)

ARIZONA

Apache Junction: 1st and 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Mickey D’s Café,
1408 W. Apache Trail. Please RSVP Ed Allard: 480-213-8096,
edrdnalice@gmail.com. Nov-March
Benson: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., San Pedro Golf Course, Ironwood
Grill, 926 N Madison Ave. Chuck Dupuis: 520-360-5695,
cddupuis@gmail.com. Nov-April
Casa Grande: 2nd Tues, 1 p.m., Golden Corral. 2082 E. Florence
Blvd. Jan Tilton: jtilton7@yahoo.com. Oct-April
Tonopah: Taco Tuesday 6:30 p.m., Tonopah Family Restaurant,
41101 West Indian School Rd. Call or text to confirm, Mike: 602325-3171, Ajo: 575-694-2692. ajo@thecatdragdinn.org
Tucson: 2nd Tues, 3 p.m. Golden Corral, 6385 S. Midvale Park
Road. Please confirm: Cliff/Virginia Haycock: 919-412-4029.
hayvirginia@yahoo.com

Lake Placid: Last Thurs, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 322 US 27.
To RSVP, contact Steve Masterson: Masterson100@gmail.com.
Nov-Mar

MISSOURI

Springfield: 1st Fri, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 2734 N. Kansas Expway. Vernon Eide: 417-766-2191. (Casual campouts held 3rd Tues
of each month, April-Oct. Vernon Eide, eidevernon@yahoo.com)

NEVADA

Pahrump: 2nd Mon, 11:30 a.m., China Wok, 580 Route 160.
Phil Darling: wheel4home@yahoo.com. Sept-May
Reno: 1st. Wed, 1 p.m., Gold ’N Silver Inn Restaurant, 790 W 4th
St. Adrian Jones: adrianandrebecca@att.net

NEW MEXICO

Lakewood: Ladies breakfast every Tuesday, and men’s breakfast
every Thursday. Call 575-457-2303 for more information.

NEW YORK

Rochester: 4th Tues, 11 a.m., Golden Corral, 450 Jefferson Rd.
Marilyn Woodside: 908-377-7765, lynhw15@gmail.com. Sept-Nov

OREGON

Medford: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 2000 Biddle
Road. Kathryn Perry: 541-659-7208, perrykathryn4@gmail.com
Sutherlin: 2nd Wed, 9 a.m. (breakfast), Abby’s Legendary Pizza,
1011 W Central Ave. Rick De Young: 541-580-3790. Jan-Dec
Gresham: 4th Mon, 1 p.m., Heidi’s Restaurant, 1230 N.E. Cleveland. Michael Surratt: 503-667-0819, mrat1945@frontier.com

Wickenburg: Visit the Chapter 32 website or voice mail for date
and location. Dawn Ewell: 303-988-4597, imslide@gmail.com.
Nov 2017-April 2018

TENNESSEE

Yuma: 2nd Wed, 10 a.m., Foothill’s Eatery and Spirit, 12871 S
Interstate 8 Frontage Rd. Diane Sears: 936-215-9632 Nov-April

TEXAS

CALIFORNIA

Clovis: 1st Thurs, 11:15 a.m., Denny’s Restaurant, 710 W Shaw
Ave. 936-612-3216. Wayne Zimmerman: 559-638-1631.
Huntington Beach: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Sonny’s Restaurant,
7148 Edinger Ave. Nancy Madigan: 949-646-8513. npickl@aol.com
Modesto: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., The Golden Corral Buffet and Grill,
3737 McHenry Ave. Ray Bailey: 209-532-0444,
bailey-r@sbcglobal.net. Feb-Nov

Redding: 1st Tues, 11:30 a.m., Country Waffle, 2300 Athens Ave.
Nancy Voyles: 530-357-4762, tsrnan@aol.com. March-Dec

Santa Maria: 2nd Thurs (every month), 11:30 a.m., IHop, 202
Nickolson Ave. Anna Hartman: 805-937-1856.
Ventura: 1st Tues (every month), 11 a.m. Main Restaurant Steakhouse, 3159 E. Main St. Chuck Burton: 805 647-7382.
Visalia: Last Fri (Jan-Oct), 3rd Fri (Nov-Dec) 9:30 a.m. Ryan’s Place
Restaurant, 3103 S. Mooney Blvd. Bring a friend; wear badge.

UTAH

West Valley City: 3rd Thurs, 1 p.m., Golden Corral, 3399 West,
3500 South. Lawrence Pay: 801-599-3518, lnpay@msn.com

WASHINGTON

Mountlake Terrace: 1st Sat, 11 a.m. Azteca Mexican Restaurant,
22003 66th Ave W F. Ray/Sandy Hoyt: 425-750-6139. May-Sept
Mount Vernon: 1st Tues, 11 a.m., Royal Star Buffet, 2300 Freeway
Drive. Dave: 206-849-1579, arlene1046@gmail.com. May-Sept
Tacoma: 2nd Tues, 11 a.m., Old Country Buffet,
5815 Lakewood Towne Center. Barb Johnson: 360-908-0699,
barbj1752@msn.com

CANADA

AB (location TBA): 2nd Wed, noon. Check Chapter 44 website
locations and times/888-757-7701 x8044. Carol Davis.
BC, Kelowna: 2nd Tues, 11:30 a.m. Packing House Pub, 663
Finns Road. Lorie Hamlin: 250-540-1725, loried9@shaw.ca
BC, Nanaimo: 3rd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Ricky’s All Day Grill, Inside
Days Inn, 809 Island Hwy S. Bernardien Knol: bernardienknol@
msn.com, April-Oct. Except June and Sept
BC, Vernon: Last Tues, noon. Army, Navy and Airforce Club—
Spitfire Grill, 2500 46th Ave. Lorie Hamlin: 250-540-1725,
loried9@shaw.ca

COLORADO

ON, Talbotville: 1st Wed, 11:30 a.m., Wayside Restaurant,
10680 Sunset Rd. Sharon Sandau: 519-862-2152,
sdsandau@teksavvy.com. May-Nov.

FLORIDA

ON, Barrie: 1st Thurs, 12:30 p.m., Mandarin Restaurant, 28
Fairview Rd. Peta: 705-728-5639, petaarends@gmail.com.
May and Oct

Englewood: 2nd Tues, 12 p.m. Golden Corral. 4000 River Point Pkwy.
Chuck Derington: 303-842-1519, chuckderington@comcast.net
Clermont: 1st Thurs, 11 a.m., Golden Corral. 1555 Grand Hwy.
Glenna Watson: 352-502-3748, glennaw2@gmail.com. Nov-April
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San Diego area: 4th Sat, 9 a.m. breakfast, Marie Callender’s,
6950 Alvarado Rd. Meeting follows at 10 a.m. Wayne/Lynn Selden:
619-890-5383, shantyshakers25@gmail.com

Livingston: 2nd Fri, 1 p.m., For location, call 888-757-7701
x8010. Gina Jensen: 936-355-1785. vintagelady2222@gmail.com

ESCAPEES

North Highlands: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral,
4940 Watt Avenue. David/Shirley Sturdivant: 916-967-3862.

Crossville: 2nd Wed, 11:30 a.m., Vegas Steakhouse. 3152 North
Main St. Ralph Wiggers: 931-787-4157. April-Nov

ALABAMA

RAINBOW PLANTATION | 14301 County Rd. 28, Summerdale, AL 36580
251-988-8132, Fax: 251-988-8142, plantation@escapees.com

$

ARIZONA

NORTH RANCH | 30625 Hwy. 89, Congress, AZ 85332
928-427-3657, Fax: 928-685-3695, northranch@escapees.com

$

FLORIDA

SUMTER OAKS RV PARK | 4602 County Rd. 673, Bushnell, FL 33513
352-793-1333, Fax: 352-793-5216, sumteroaks@escapees.com

$

MISSOURI

TURKEY CREEK RV VILLAGE | 1376 US 65 Business S., Hollister, MO 65672
417-335-8004, Fax: 417-335-4644, turkeycreek@escapees.com

NEW MEXICO

DREAM CATCHER RV PARK | 4400 E. Pine St., Deming, NM 88030
575-544-4004, Fax: 575-544-0944, dreamcatcher@escapees.com

TENNESSEE

RACCOON VALLEY | 908 E. Raccoon Valley Rd., Heiskell, TN 37754
865-947-9776, Fax: 865-947-9778, raccoonvalley@escapees.com

$

TEXAS

RAINBOW’S END | 140 Escapees Dr., Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-1279, Fax: 936-328-8168, rainbowsend@escapees.com

$

21

$

19

$

22

$

27.50

$

26.50

$

28.50

$

24

$

21

$

25

17.50

$

18

$

17.50

$

$

$

21-22

27.50
28.50

126

$

116

$

132

$

101

$

108

$

$

101

$

126132

$

$

$

$

$

165

$

159

$

171

$

144
127

150

165171

$

Monthly Nonmember

Monthly Member

Weekly Nonmember

Escapees RV Club owned and operated.

Weekly Member

Daily Member

RAINBOW PARKS

Daily Nonmember

MEMBER SECTION

340+

$

325+

$

340+

$

325

$

225+

$

395+

395+

395+
395

$

235+

$

$

325

$

395

$

340360+

$

$

$

395415+

SKP CO-OPS (ESCAPEES MEMBERS ONLY)

Owned and operated by individual member groups of Escapees.
ARIZONA

SAGUARO CO-OP | 600 E. Saguaro Dr., #245, Benson, AZ 85602
520-586-7343, Fax: 520-586-4683, skpsaguaro@gmail.com, www.skpsaguaro.org

Incl CTV

+ Elec
& tax

ROVERS ROOST | 3241 S. Montgomery Rd., Casa Grande, AZ 85193
520-426-3589, Fax: 520-421-0105, rovers_roost@yahoo.com, www.roversroost.com

20

+ tax

$

Incl Elec

$

20

$

$

KOFA KO-OP | 3750 E. County 17th St., Yuma, AZ 85365
928-344-0645, 928-344-0900, office@kofako-op.com, www.kofako-op.com
CALIFORNIA

JOJOBA HILLS RESORT | 45120 Hwy. 79 S, Aguanga, CA 92536
951-767-9130, office@jojobahills.com, jojobahills.com

Magazine

PARK SIERRA | 45323 Park Sierra Dr., Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-8696, Fax: 559-683-2179, parkoffice@parksierra.net, www.parksierra.net
FLORIDA

THE RESORT | 2219 SKP Way, Wauchula, FL 33873
863-735-1499, Fax: 863-735-1994, skpresortwauchula@gmail.com, flskpresort.org

NEVADA

PAIR-A-DICE | 5150 Oakridge, Unit 2, Pahrump, NV 89048
775-727-7221, Fax: 775-727-3966, skppairadice@gmail.com

NEW MEXICO

THE RANCH | PO Box 109, Lakewood, NM 88254
575-457-2303, Fax: 575-457-2100, skpranch@pvtnetworks.net, skpranch.com

OREGON

TIMBER VALLEY | 800 S. State St., Sutherlin, OR 97479
541-459-4465, skptimbr@rosenet.net, www.timbervalleyskp.com
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TEXAS

LONE STAR CORRAL | 131 Private Rd. 5240, Hondo, TX 78861
830-363-7623, Fax: 830-363-5110, info@lonestarcorral.com, lonestarcorral.com

WASHINGTON

EVERGREEN COHO | 2481 Anderson Lake Rd., Chimacum, WA 98325
360-385-6538, Fax: 360-379-5669, ecrskp@escapees.com, www.evergreencohoskprvpark.com

$

20

+ Elec
& tax

$

35

+ Elec

limited
$

+ Elec
& tax

110

+ Elec
& tax

100

+ Elec
& tax

325

+ Elec

+ Elec
& tax

-

-

-

-

-

-

112

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

$

420

+ Elec
Incl WiFi &
CTV

115

+ Elec

$

450

+ Elec

Incl Elec,
WiFi &
CTV

$

18

+ Elec
& tax

$

$

20

$

Incl Elec

20

Incl Elec

19.25

Incl Elec

$

$

+ tax

20

+ Elec

27.75

+ tax

$

$

Incl Elec

96

$

-

Incl Elec

-

$

300

$

+ Elec

+Elec
& Tax

340

+ Elec

325

+ Elec

450

+ Elec

Incl Elec

115.50

Incl Elec

$

110

+ Elec

$

166.50

+ tax

$

$

+ tax
$

Incl Elec

-

350

$

125

$

$

330

$

Incl CTV

21-26

The plus symbol (+) is used to indicate “plus electric.”Additional charges may apply for 50-amp electric, pull-thru and additional occupants.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Contact parks for hours of operation and to verify rental fees before arrival.
Receiving mail at Escapees Parks: Route your mail to General Delivery, City, State and Zip Code. Verify zip code by calling 800-275-8777.
Availability of rental spaces at SKP Co-Ops depends on members putting their lots into a rental pool while they travel. During the popular season,
there may be few spaces for rent. Call in advance to check the availability of rental sites.
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110

$

Incl CTV

N

-

93

0

-

68

0

-

130

24

-

N

Pet Friendly

0

Dog Run

68

Laundry

-

Clubhouse

N

Activity Center

25

Reservations

99

WiFi

-

Storage

0

Dry-camping

107

Pull-thru

-

Lease Lots

ERPU Sites
22

50 AMP

87

30 AMP

-

55+ Park

# of Sites

MEMBER SECTION

EVENTS
Raccoon Valley: Heiskell, TN
865-947-9776 • raccoonvalley@escapees.com
Local songwriters meet every Tuesday night.
Thursday night, local jammers perform.
Jojoba Hills SKP Co-Op: Aguanga, CA
951-767-9130 • www.jojobahills.com
Join the fun of many social activities. Enjoy pickle ball, tennis,
swimming, hiking, nightly games and Friday happy hour. Beaches
and desert are only an hour away. Sunset magazine calls nearby
Temecula "Disneyland for adults." office@jojobahills.com

N
N

Pair-A-Dice SKP Co-Op: Pahrump, NV
775-727-7221 • www.skppairadice.com
First-time visitors receive a week stay for $50 when requested
at check-in. Please call ahead for availability.
GPS: N36° 8.700'-W115° 58.000'

N

Park Sierra SKP Co-Op: Coarsegold, CA
559-658-8696 • parksierra.net
Spring is in the air at Park Sierra. Our new Pickleball court is
ready for play. Colorful wildflowers are on their way. Yosemite
falls is roaring and birds are soaring. Come stay for a while and
explore California! First-time visitors can receive $50 off their
first week’s stay. Visit our website or visit us on Facebook.

297 n/a

N

118

n/a

N

152

n/a

-

N
-

283 n/a

N

N

N

-

N

N
-

-

127

n/a

-

182

n/a

-

118

n/a

-

N

-

206 n/a

-

N

N

130

n/a

N

N

N

175

n/a

-

-

N
N

N

N

N

Saguaro SKP Co-Op: Benson, AZ
520-586-7343 • www.SKPSaguaro.org
First-time visitors receive a week for $50, plus elec./tax. Visit
www.SKPSaguaro.org and click “Special Offers” for details.
The Ranch SKP Co-Op: Lakewood, NM
575-457-2303 • www.skpranch.com
Planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns or the Guadalupe Mountains
national park? We’re your place to stay. Large sites, Reverse
Osmosis water. First timers: $50 wk + elec and tax, 20% off for
returning visitors. Visit website for details and $50 coupon.
The Resort SKP Co-Op: Wauchula, FL
863-735-1499 • www.flskpresort.org
Taking reservations. First-time Escapees receive 25% discount
(Apr 15-Nov 15) plus E. Pool and library year-round. Winter
calendar includes social hour, dinner dances, exercise, Pickleball,
craft classes and educational seminars. Locally enjoy kayaking,
fishing, golfing, state parks, unique attractions and day trips to
gulf/Atlantic beaches.

Lease Lots at SKP Co-Ops

Only Escapees members may purchase an SKP Co-Op membership (when one is available), and that membership entitles them to use a specified lot until they are deceased or sell
the membership back to the corporation. Each SKP Co-Op sets its own rules and is self-governing with a board of directors elected by the members. Members share in the financial
responsibilities of the SKP Co-Op. Operating expenses are shared equally among the membership by way of an annual maintenance fee. Most SKP Co-Op sites have buildings and
other improvements that may add several thousand dollars to the buy-in price. Most also have a waiting list. Call individual parks for more information.
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-

RoVers Roost SKP Co-Op: Casa Grande, AZ
520-426-3589 • www.roversroost.com
Max site length is 40'. First-time Escapees visitors will receive
three days free when they pay for one week ($110 plus tax/elec).
The extended stay will allow time to explore the many activities
available from this central location. Attend daily social hours for
updates on current activities. Park office closed Sundays. (Sunday arrivals must boondock.) Park will close to all traffic
May 1–15 for road repair. Office and park will remain closed to
renters until September 15. Visit website or call for details.
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Financial StrategieS
For eScapeeS

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

SINCE 1902

936-327-1234 or 800-324-9279

Each depositor insured
to at least $250,000.

Your retirement will likely last 20 years.
Will you have 20 years worth of money?
• LICeNSeD financial consultants
• Free no-obligation consultation
• Thousands of options
• Offices located at Rainbow’s End
HeatHer Brown, SKp #116551

Multigenerational wealth Strategies
800-260-1615
COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Download our App for your mobile
device or visit us on the web at

www.fnblivingston.com

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Experience
the

we’ll do the rest

Visit our booth & attend our seminars
at Escapade to win great prizes!

844●872●7897

Magazine

www.adventurecaravans.com

www.mgenwealth.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Securities
America Advisors, Inc. Branch 575471: 100 Rainbow Drive,
Livingston, TX 77351. Tax and insurance services offered
through Multigenerational Wealth Strategies, LLC, which is
not affiliated with Securities America Companies. Legal services offered through Loring & Associates, PLLC, which is not
affiliated with Securities America Companies.

IntroducIng our new desIgn In

EnErgy absorbing

hitchEs
20% discount

for EscapEEs

www.badgerhitch.com
608-205-2155 • info@badgerhitch.com

First
State
Bank

84

146 Rainbow Drive #4650
Livingston, TX 77399-1046
hbrown@mgenwealth.com

“When you need

to Escape

Just bring us along!”

ESCAPEES

Free Deposit Accounts • Online and Mobile Banking
E-Statements • 24 hour Telebanking/

Mountainmaster.net

5’-8’ TRUCK BED
LOADS BIKE-TRIKE

ALUMINUM,
STAINLESS STEEL,
TAILGATE ON &
GATE CLOSES
W/O BIKE

MOTORHOME
5th WHEEL
TRAVEL TRAILER
SUV or PICKUP
LOADING
MOTORCYCLE
TRIKE
QUAD RHINO

623-451-7121
Professionally

Guided RV
Vacations

800-952-8496
FantasyRVTours.com

Located 10 miles from Escapees RV Club
National Headquarters in Livingston, Texas
ATM at Escapees Rainbows End
4 Branches to Serve You
Livingston Main & West • Shepherd • Onalaska

Call for a FREE
Equal Housing
Lender

www.fsblivingston.com
936-327-5211 or 800-364-5211
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OUR NEWEST DISCOUNT PARKS
FROG CITY RV PARK
3003 Daulaut Dr.
50%
Duson, LA 70529-3013
DISCOUNT
337-873-9085
50% discount to Escapees RV Club members.
Open year-round.
TWIN OAKS RV PARK
305 GA Highway 26 E
Elko, GA 31025-2107
478-987-9361
15% discount on full or partial hookups
Open year-round. Credit cards accepted.
CANTON CREEK RV PARK
32891 STATE Highway 64
Wills Point, TX 75169-9267
903-865-6000
10% off daily rate. Open year-round. Credit
cards accepted, on-site security, Reservations.
ROCK'N E RV PARK
5221 FM 222 Loop S
Coldspring, TX 77331-9382
936-653-2727
10% discount on daily rate on full or partial
hookups. Credit cards accepted. Open year-round.
THE TRAILS AT LAVENDER ROAD
13553 County Road 35
Tyler, TX 75706-3437
50%
DISCOUNT
903-258-5529
50% discount on daily rate.

TIP TAM CAMPING RESORT
301 Brewers Bridge RD
Jackson, NJ 08527-3947
10% discount. 25% discount to members from
April 14–May 21 and September 7–October 25.
SPRING RIVER RV
950 E College BLVD
Roswell, NM 88201-7535
575-625-5530
10% discount on daily rate.
SILVER VIEW RV RESORT
1501 Gold Rush
Bullhead City, AZ 86442
928-763-5500
15% off up to 4 days or one week stay.
Discount honored year-round.
FALLS CAMPGROUND
6072 N Highway 3
Louisa, KY 41230-7306
606-826-0212
20% during November 1st–March 15th:
10% discount all other times. Open year-round,
max rig length 50', reservations needed.
HOUSE OF PRAYER CAMPGROUND
526 County Road 4356
50%
Tenaha, TX 75974-2624
DISCOUNT
936-332-3087
50% off daily rate year-round. Max rig length
50'. Pet-Friendly; leash only

Have you found an RV park that would be a candidate for the Discount Parks program?
E-mail the park name and address to the advertising department at advertising@escapees.com,
or call 888-757-2582. Remember to always contact a park prior to arrival to ensure availability.

WELCOME THESE NEW
COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
FRAN'S ENTERPRISES CM #860
972-489-3056
DR KRUGER PET SUPPLEMENTS CM #861
800-711-8736

COMMERCIAL

MEMBER

MOTHER EARTHS’ APOTHECARY CM #863
817-583-1402
THE TRAILS AT LAVENDER ROAD CM #864
903-258-5529

CAROL KERR WELCH, REALTOR CM #866
956-900-8487
UGLY SHIELD REMOVAL CM #867
239-240-0793
SUPERIOR RV LIQUID RUBBER ROOF COATINGS CM #868
844-793-0099
MASA CM #869
417-619-1281

Advertising Opportunities with Escapees RV Club

Join the unique advertising opportunities provided by Escapees RV Club and place
your product or service before a large, dynamic and well-established RV community with regular advertising. For more information, visit: www.escapees.com, call
888-757-2582 or e-mail commercialmembership@escapees.com.
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H&R BLOCK CM #865
936-327-5625

RV-related services that you can use!

ESCAPEES

GET PAID CONCEPTS CM#862
936-647-1744

OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE

Classified Ads

SELL
IT OR BUY IT!
• Noncommercial classified ads: $20 minimum/base rate: up to 6 lines includes special title. Lines 7–12: $4 per line plus base rate. Over 13 lines:
$20 per line plus 7–12 and base rate. Six lines including photo: $50 ($4 per additional line. Over 12 lines: Additional fees apply.)
• Commercial classifieds: $20 per line, 5-line minimum, 5 percent discount for 6 issues or more.
(To estimate length of ad lines, 35 characters and spaces equal one line.)
• To send ad copy: Mail typed submission and payment to Escapees Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 773519300, or send it, with a credit card number, to 936-327-4388 (fax) or e-mail advertising@escapees.com.
• Copy deadlines: (Subject to space availability) J/F-Nov. 10 • M/A-Jan. 10 • M/J-March 10 • J/A-May 10 • S/O-July 10 • N/D-Sept. 10
HOME BASE
Linda Stevens—REALTOR-C21 AzWest
North Ranch • LindasellsAz@msn.com
Small Lots:
L-293 Prk+AzRm+CPrt $64,500
L-317 Prk+AzRm+CPrt $85,500
L-376 Prk AzRm GreatRm $89K

TX—Sargent: Two full-hookup RV lots for
rent. Each lot is 50'x100'. One mile from
the gulf and one-half mile from marina and
boat launch. Daily, weekly or monthly rates.
979-429-1759.

Large Lots:
LgL-34 Vacant Lot $57,500 offer
LgL-41 Shed+RVHU Fenced $59,900
LgL-54 Hse+NewKit+2CG+1C+
$182,500
LgL-112 2Extra Office/Dens 2Bath
SantaFe+Gar/Shop Crnr $192K
LgL-118 Custom2007 2 Extra Office/
Dens 3 Bath w/Gar/Shop $199K
LgL-177 Vacant Lot $57K offer

Magazine
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San Matias, Baja, CA—Norte, Mexico:
$65K, financing avail. Located between San
Felipe and Ensenada. The c/g includes a house;
2BD/1BA, 25'x25' shop with a 3/4 BA, 2
encl/secure garages, RV ramada, hot tub, fruit
trees. House has dual-pane windows, new
heat pump, A/C and heat. Running water and
a cistern. TV/elec. Great area to live a simple,
affordable life. Prop taxes: $75/yr., water:
$150/yr, TV: $17/mo. San Felipe is 65 miles
E. Ensenada is 75 mi W. Jim: 425-214-4079.
East Texas Home for Sale in Unique 55+
RV Christian Retirement Community:
Golf and fishing nearby. Rural area. Paved
roads. Convenient to I-20. Attached RV port
with FHU. 900 sq. ft. home. All elec, Brick/
hardy-board ext. Well-insulated, textured int.
Five yrs old. Inexpensive, rural elec service.
Lg, modern kitchen with all appliances, including dishwasher and side-by-side fridge.
Lg BA; dble sinks. Huge closets and attic. Tool
shed, garden spot. Nice community center.
No smoking or drinking. Wonderful neighbors. $122K. Contact Anjie: 972-489-5300.
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Wanted volunteers: In good health; nondrug users. Duties: help with removing
invasive plants and assist with property
maintenance. In exchange for 2–3 hours
per day, per couple. Free FHU RV parking
provided. Includes laundry/shower. Time
allowed to explore the area. Your choice of
two days free. Beautiful location in foothills
of the Cascades. 40 miles east of Eugene/
Springfield, Oregon. Gail: 541-520-9560 or
gail_haws@aol.com.

PRODUCTS

LUNATEC®: Self-cleaning washcloths and
odor-free dishcloths are amazing. They have
less bacteria, no smell and offer more convenience. Ideal for RVs and homes. Live healthier.
858-653-0401. www.lunatecgear.com

CALL FOR MORE OR NEW PRICES
OR CALL TO LIST
Linda Stevens, 928-232-9060
SKP 30347 • www.CongressMoves.com
ARIZONA RV HOMES.COM: New, smaller custom homes from $190K with F-HU
RV parking inside a 22'x52' garage, with
additional FHU, outside guest pad. Boating,
off-roading and casinos nearby. Only 2 hours
from Las Vegas. Great home base or snowbird
retreat. 928-768-2900 or arizonarvhomes.
com. Ron Bernstein, Broker/Developer.

season-long commitment (mid-May—Labor
Day or mid-October). For more info or to
apply: www.vtstateparks.com/volunteering.
html#campgroundVolunteers

TX, Smith County—Lot with cabin:
Lot for sale with a small cabin in a
Christian co-op community. Similar to an
Escapees co-op but allows construction
of small homes. Lot is in trees with E/W/S.
Near major medical facilities and has
a community center. Annual main fee:
$800; includes sewer, water, trash removal and all common areas. Two miles
from I-20. Paved roads with paved, private streets. Kirk Wood: woody@1tree.
net or 817-480-7065.

HELP WANTED

Mission Builders of the ELCA: is an outreach ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Seeking RVers to construct buildings for camps and churches while
traveling. Work can be physically demanding.
Paid employment and short-term volunteer
opportunities. Work less than one month;
no pay, but receive F-HU. Typically work 40
hrs. per week, Tues.—Sat. Possible minimum
wage employment and worker’s comp after
a 30-day trial period. For information,visit
www.elcamissionbuilders.org.
Volunteer in 40+ state parks: Duties and
schedules vary by park. Pets allowed in most
locations. Work 30 hrs/week for campsite
and many other benefits. Preference given to

LUNATEC®: Aquabot® turns water bottles
into misters and high-pressure sprayers. Cool
you and your pets, clean gear and hydrate.
www.lunatecgear.com
Thermacell Halo: With the click of a button,
Thermacell Halo creates a halo of protection
from mosquitoes. It also provides a 15'x15'
mosquito protection zone. Silent, virtually
odor-free, no open flame and 48-hour fuel
system. Available at Thermacell.com and
at various retailers.
Vaya Tyffyn: This revolutionary lunchbox
is designed to ensure your meal is at its
freshest. Vacuum insulation technology
keeps food warm or cold for five hours.
Food-grade stainless steel, BPA-free and
FDA-approved, leak-proof, double-shot lids
for each compartment and leak-proof partitions. Available for $49 to $69 via Amazon
Prime or at VayaLife.com.
The Buffalo Wool Company: The Bison/
Merino socks keep feet comfortable and
dry. Bison fiber is ultra soft, warm, moisture
wicking and offers superior breathability,
temperature regulation and natural odor
resistance. These socks have stay-in-place
fit, flex zones for added mobility, targeted
heavy cushioning and long-wear durability.
The Miskins family have been raising bison
for almost 30 years, making quality bison
products. thebuffalowoolco.com.

MEMBER SECTION

FINAL JOURNEYS

Farewell to our Escapees Friends
The Escapees RV Club expresses sincere condolences to the
families and friends of deceased members.
Anderson, Donald #4014-November 16, 2017: (Olive, PO Box
97, Nathrop, CO 81236) Donald died after a six-month battle with
treatment for lymphoma. He enjoyed many years as an Escapee
and keeping the luncheons going in Buena Vista, Colorado, during
the summer. He was an avid fisherman and hunter, and a former
president of Escapees original Chapter 2, from 2000 to 2004. We
were only married 13 years, but we made many travel memories
during that time.
Barlik, Robert #32721-Jan.1, 2018: (Charlotte, 2226 Langford
Ln., Avon, OH 44011) As lifetime Escapees members, Robert and I
enjoyed all of our travels and our Escapees friends.
Bennett, Charles #109809-November 25, 2017: (Carol, PO Box
12, West Farmington, Maine 04992) Charles died unexpectedly in
Brooksville, Florida. He was president of Northeast Chapter 3. We
served as ROW reps for Chapter 3 at Escapade. We visited Rainbow’s
End and toured Escapees CARE, which we supported. Charles held
several offices and always enjoyed playing “Here Comes the Judge”
during Maine’s Lobsterfest rally, where fines were imposed and proceeds went to CARE. He served his country proudly, was active in the
American Legion and was an advocate for all fellow military members.
(Reported by Donna Ward, Chapter 3 secretary.)
George, Richard (Dick) #66239-December 2, 2017: (Judith, 3560
W. Andorra Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85029) Dick died peacefully with his
family around him. He battled a rare auto- immune disease, Cronkhite
Canada Syndrome, for seven years. We were lease holders at Rovers
Roost SKP Co-Op in Casa Grande, Arizona, for eight years, where he
served on the board of directors, and we were active in park activities.
We were married 56 years and enjoyed 17 years of RVing through all
50 states, Canada and Mexico. I will live with my children in Phoenix.
Johnson, Maxine #21673-January 2, 2018: (Kenneth, 125 Oneal
Dr., Dothan, AL 36303) Maxine was an avid bingo player and loved
RVing with her husband and their family. She was a member of the
Dothan Gem and Mineral Club and the Dothan Elks Club.
Lovett, Schatzi #1805-January 25, 2018: My mom felt fortunate
to be a part of Escapees RV Club, and the members she met along the
way became her extended family. After years of traveling, she and her

Whit and Jean Mather #75565 with Escapees Co-founder, Kay Peterson #1,
at her 90th birthday celebration. PHOTO BY CATHIE CARR #3
late husband, George, helped build a 254-space RV park with a club
house, in Coarsegold, California. The park, Park Sierra SKP Co-Op, is
still thriving today. Mom lived 90 years well and had no regrets. She
was always there for her children and so many others. She had an
infectious smile and laugh, loved to celebrate life and would remind
us that being happy is a state of mind. Signing off, Mom would say,
“Go Dodgers!” (Paul Harvey, The Rest of the Story). Her advice was
to “have dessert first every time and be sure to find younger friends.”
Mom, I’m sure you and Dad are on a new adventure already. We love
you and will see you again. (Submitted by daughter, Beckie Diltz.)
Mather, Whit #75565-November 28, 2017: Whit’s death took us
all by surprise when at age 73 his heart stopped. While Whit and his
wife, Jean (still living) have not been active travelers for quite some
time, they’ve remained dedicated members and cherished Escapees
friends. Whit and Jean were the videographer team who provided the
original footage for Escapees RVer’s Boot Camp classes. In 2004, they
created the documentary, “Born Under A Wandering Star,” a treasured
historical compilation of the founding principles and inner workings of
Escapees RV Club. Whit will be forever remembered for his volunteer
contributions, but what we will miss most is his sense of humor, loyal
friendship and, of course, his thirst for knowledge and creative ability
to share that knowledge through storytelling and film. Rest in peace,
dear friend. (Submitted by close family friend Cathie Carr #3.)
Polzin, David #63523-December 3, 2017: (Kay, 713 W. Spruce
St., PMB #974, Deming, NM 88030) Dave died peacefully at home
from heart failure. After retiring in 1995 from the Everitt, Washington,
post office, he enjoyed full-time RVing. I plan to continue RVing.

We appreciate notification of the deceased by caring friends; however, please obtain permission from a spouse or family member before submitting
a notice for publication. Send notices to: Escapees Magazine, 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, Texas 77351
OR E-MAIL DEPARTMENTSEDITOR@ESCAPEES.COM.
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Schatzi Lovett #1805 with her friend, Hans Carmiggelt #1947, at Park
Sierra SKP Co-Op park. PHOTO BY OLGA RACINE

Starkey, Allen #35133-November 2, 2017: (Marjorie, 237 Rainbow Dr., #13717, Livingston, TX 77399-2037) Allen died peacefully
of heart failure and related organ failure at the age of 83. He served in
the US Air Force and was a business man before retiring. He enjoyed
RVing and being a member of Escapees.

ESCAPEES

Ruiz, Don #14030-October 31, 2017: (Timi, PO Box 1539, Vista,
CA 92085-1539) Donnie died after a five-year battle with prostate
cancer. He warned all guys to pay attention! He spent four years in
the Navy (the Korean War) and was a letter carrier for 36 years. We
were married 35 years with the last 21 as full-time RVers. We traveled
and lived in all 48 states. We never made it to Alaska but we did go to
Hawaii. Donnie always said we didn’t take our RV to Hawaii because we
couldn’t find pontoons large and safe enough. Everyone loved Donnie
and his sense of humor. I reside in our RV in Vista, California. I look
forward to seeing my dear, faithful, loyal husband in the paradise earth
in the future resurrection. Until then, I’ll still be an Escapees member.

Preserve the privilege of overnight
parking. Follow the code and
encourage others to follow it, too!
Overnight Parking Etiquette

RVER’S GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Dear Fellow RVers,
The Good Neighbor Policy was created in the early 90s by Escapees RV Club. Since then, it
has become the industry standard code of conduct for overnight parking. We hope that the
Good Neighbor Policy serves as a reminder that RVers must be respectful of the communities
they visit.
Some of the most respected RV consumer clubs have joined Escapees to support your
privilege to park on private businesses’ property overnight under the following code of
conduct:
Industry-sanctioned Code of Conduct
(RVers’ Good Neighbor Policy)
1. Stay one night only!
2. Obtain permission from a qualified individual.
3. Obey posted regulations.
4. No awnings, chairs or barbecue grills.
5. Do not use hydraulic jacks on soft surfaces (including asphalt).
6. Always leave an area cleaner than you found it.
7. Purchase gas, food or supplies as a form of thank you, when feasible.
8. Be safe! Always be aware of your surroundings and leave if you feel unsafe.
If your plans include touring the area, staying for more than one night, or necessitate
conduct not within the code, please relocate to a local campground. It’s the right thing to do!
Most of the complaints lodged regarding RV parking on business parking lots have to do
with aesthetics and perceived abuse of the privilege. There are a variety of competing
interests that were balanced to arrive at this industry-sanctioned code of conduct. As you
can see, the code of conduct is nothing more than an RVers’ “Good Neighbor” policy.
Not following the code has serious consequences and is detrimental to the rights of all
RVers. Already, some municipalities have passed ordinances to prohibit parking on private
business property overnight.
Please do not take offense to this letter; it is only provided as a reminder that RVers must
be perceived as good neighbors or there will be more pressure to institute state, county
and local ordinances to prohibit parking on private business property.
We wish you safe and happy travels,

Download a copy of the RVers’ Good Neighbor Policy at www.escapees.com/support/parking/overnight-parking

ONLY

$399*5

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | INFORMATION REQUEST

Mail this form to Escapees RV Club • 100 Rainbow Drive • Livingston, TX 77351 • 888-757-2582 • or visit www.escapees.com

TODAY!
JOIN

I’m simply requesting an information kit and FREE copy of Escapees magazine.
Payment information not required.
New Members, take advantage of our REDUCED RATE and NO ENROLLMENT FEE! Only $39.95
I am enclosing my annual membership fee of $39.95 (Canada and Mexico, add $10). All payments in U.S. currency.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ (Your address will not be sold.)
Last				First			Partner

Permanent mail address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
			

Street					

City			

State		

Zip

My e-mail address: _________________________________________________________ Contact phone #: _______________________________
I prefer the digital Escapees magazine and would like to opt out of the printed copy.
Include my address in the members-only membership directory:
Please contact me about my local chapter:

Yes

Yes

No		

Yes

No

No
Subscribe me to Club News e-mails:

Yes

No

How did you hear about Escapees? ________________________________________________________________________
Type of RV:

Motorhome

Check #: __________ Credit:

Fifth-wheel
Visa

M/C

Travel trailer

Other _____________________________________________

Discover Card #__________ __________ __________ __________ Exp _______/_______

* With the exception of
the veterans’ discount,
this special rate cannot be
combined with other offers.

SOMETHING THIS GOOD
SHOULD BE SHARED...
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Adventure, Education and Support Services

• Mail Forwarding Service with scanning option (domicilecompliant addresses in Texas, Florida and South Dakota)
• Strong RV advocacy coalition (protecting RVers’ rights)
• Escapees Maps (plan your trip online)
• Escapees Job Board (looking for work or looking for hire)
• Escapees magazine (digital versions and archives online, too!)
• Escapade (annual Escapees club rally with education and social
opportunities)
• RVers’ Boot Camp (fundamental RV training)
• SmartWeigh (accurate and detailed RV-weighing service)
• Club News (weekly updates on events and member benefits)
• RVers Online University (reliable, online RV education)
• RVNetwork.com (discussion forum for all RV-related topics)
• HOPs (unique land, sea and air adventures with Escapees)
• Chapters and BoF groups (fun ways to meet other RVers)
• Online “Articles and Blogs” section (2000-plus articles)

Association Specials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escapees Healthcare Solutions
Escapees Roadside Assistance
Tire Discount
RV insurance (full-time RV specialists)
Financial and legal services
Product and service discounts
CARE (rest, recover and recuperate)

A Comprehensive RV Park System
• Rainbow Parks—friendly, clean and fun. Reservations available.
• An extensive network of parks across North America, offering
Escapees members 15-50% off overnight rates
• Opportunities for additional savings through partnerships with
other RV clubs and organizations
• Overnight parking options offered by Escapees members
• Home-base options, plus short- and long-term parking/leases

www.escapees.com

100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351-9300
888-SKP-CLUB • www.escapees.com
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